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First AFSA chapter in Afghanistan commemorates POW/MIA Day
Airmen salute while the flag is lowered during a POW/MIA recognition ceremony at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, Sept. 19. The Air Force Sergeants 
Association’s first chapter in Afghanistan sponsored the event one week after becoming an officially recognized affiliate. AFSA Expeditionary Chapter 
1657 is the second chapter to be established in a deployed location.

U.S. Air Force photo/Craig Denton

POW/MIA Reveille
Airmen assigned to Peterson Air Force Base go over last minute details 
Sept. 15 before reveille at the base’s museum in Colorado. The event was 
used as a forum to inform personnel about POW/MIA Remembrance Week 
on the base, which ran Sept. 15-19. POW/MIA week allowed members of 
the installation to remember those held prisoner of war and those missing 
in action during times of conflict.

By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Imagine surviving for months on a little more than 600 calories 
a day.

Or living in a camp with more than 9,000 men and almost no 
sanitation systems.

Or being interrogated for three days, while being fed through a 
slot under a cell door.

Tech. Sgt. (ret.) Charles Blaney doesn’t have to imagine any of it. 
As a prisoner of war during World War II, Sergeant Blaney lived it.

Speaking at Peterson’s POW/MIA week closing ceremony Sept. 
19, Sergeant Blaney told the crowd about his capture near the end of 
the war and the few months he spent in a German prison camp. The 
speech capped off a week of POW/MIA events on Peterson, meant 
to honor imprisoned and missing servicemembers, both past and 
present.

Sergeant Blaney was a radio operator and top turret gunner in the 
8th Army Air Force during World War II. On March 25, 1945, his 
plane was shot down over Hamburg, Germany, where he and his crew 
members were captured by German troops and taken to an interroga-
tion center. For three days, the Germans questioned the Americans 
and fed them by sliding trays of food under their cell door.

Eventually, the men were taken to the Stalag Luft 1 prison camp, 
where they survived on about 680 calories a day and the occasional 
Red Cross care package. More than 9,000 American and English 
troops were held in the camp, where there was no sanitation system 
and no medical treatment for the many sick and injured.

“You got to these points where you didn’t know what was going to 
happen,” Sergeant Blaney said. “There were times you’d think you 
were going to make it and others when you just weren’t sure. The lack 
of food was the worst, but it just wasn’t a good place to be in.”

Sergeant Blaney and his fellow prisoners were liberated in May 
of 1945, however, as Russian troops closed in on the camp and the 
Germans fled. Within a few days, Sergeant Blaney was in France; in 
a few months, he was back in America. After the war ended, Sergeant 
Blaney was discharged and went to work in the aerospace industry 
for several decades.

Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander, called Sergeant 
Blaney an “American hero” and thanked him for his service. He 
also urged everyone to remember the nation’s POWs and MIAs year 
round, not just on the designated remembrance week.

“Though we stand here alone, as one small group on one small base, 
we stand united with the rest of the country as we remember these 
heroes,” the colonel said. “We can never forget the untold sacrifice 
that our nation’s prisoners of war and missing in action have made 
for our country.”

WWII prisoner of war recounts tale for Peterson

U.S. Air Force photo/Craig Denton

Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander, assists Tech. Sgt. (ret.) Charles "Chuck" Blaney from the stage Sept. 19 during the 
POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony held at the Peterson Air Force Base chapel in Colorado. The event was used as a forum to inform 
personnel about POW/MIA Remembrance Week on the base, which ran Sept. 15-19. POW/MIA week allowed members of the installation 
to remember those held prisoner of war and those missing in action during times of conflict. 
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POW/MIA candle light vigil
Staff Sgts. Joe Lyszaz (left) and Melinda Miller light candles as POW/MIA names are read aloud to a crowd Sept. 
16 at the Peterson Air Force Base chapel in Colorado. The candle-light vigil allowed members of the installation 
to remember those held prisoner of war and those missing in action during times of conflict.

U.S. Air Force photo/Craig Denton

POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony
Former POWs and guests pay respect to the American flag during the singing of the National Anthem Sept. 19 at the POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony held at the Peterson Air Force Base chapel in Colorado. The event 
was used as a forum to inform personnel about POW/MIA Remembrance Week on the base, which ran Sept. 15-19. POW/MIA week allowed members of the installation to remember those held prisoner of war and those 
missing in action during times of conflict.

U.S. Air Force photo/Craig Denton

POW/MIA Week information table
Airman 1st Class Ladonna Wiseman, 21st Dental Squadron, gives literature to Colorado Springs resident Carole 
Klock from the POW/MIA information table Sept. 17 at the Peterson Air Force Base exchange. The event was 
used as a forum to inform personnel about POW/MIA Remembrance Week on the base, which ran Sept. 15-19. 
POW/MIA week allowed members of the installation to remember those held prisoner of war and those missing 
in action during times of conflict.

U.S. Air Force photo/Craig Denton

POW/MIA Week Retreat
The American Flag and the POW/MIA Flag are lowered during the Sept. 18 retreat ceremony at the Peterson 
Air Force Base Museum in Colorado. The event was used as a forum to inform personnel about POW/MIA 
Remembrance Week on the base, which ran Sept. 15-19. POW/MIA week allowed members of the installation 
to remember those held prisoner of war and those missing in action during times of conflict. 
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By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

When the last intramural football season 
ended the 21st Communications Squadron 
team was the champion of the football world 
here.

Any thoughts of the champions suffering 
from a hangover have been put to rest early 
in the season as the defending champions 
have begun the new year as impressively 
as they ended the old year. Currently, the 
communicators are one of two undefeated 
teams in the league, and they show no signs 
of slowing down as they attempt to repeat 
last year’s success.

In the team’s latest game, a 28-0 victory 
over the Civil Engineers, they showed they 
are just as explosive and talented as last year’s 
championship squad. The team began the 
season with a 35-8 beat-down of the 76th 
Space Communications Squadron, and 
Johnnie Parrish, 21st CS coach, said this 
year’s team may be better than last year’s 
squad because of the experience it gained 
last season and some exciting new players 
on the team.

“We have about 65 percent of the people 
back from last year’s team and we have some 
nice new additions to the team. We think 
we have the type of talent on this team that 
should have us competing for the title again 
this year. We got a lot of new young guys who 
bring energy, quickness and a desire to play 
the game,” Parrish said.

Parrish said adding young players to the 
group that won last year’s title is just what 
the team needed to avoid the letdown usu-
ally associated with winning back-to-back 
championships. It is human nature to relax 
a bit after achieving success if you have the 
same group of people on a team, but this is 
going to be a year to keep up with the younger 
players and match their enthusiasm and skill, 
Parrish said. He added the young players will 
also benefit from having the veterans around 

to help them get to the next level.
“The players we bring back are better for 

having won a championship last year. They 
come back more seasoned and they know 
what it takes to win a championship. I think 
we are poised to repeat this year. Our biggest 
concern this year will not be the talent we 
have but getting the talent to the field. With 
our mission requirements and deployments 
we may not have everyone available. It’s hard 
to get everyone here but we do have a good 
group of players that will make up for those 
we have to miss,” Parrish said.

Parrish said the offensive explosion the 
team has enjoyed in its first two games is 
great but he thinks the key to repeating will 
be the team’s ability to play defense which he 
says is the strength of this team. “The defense 
is our strength. Of the seven starters we had 
last year we bring back five players and we 
can play good defense. We put up 35 points 
in our first game and our quarterback Justin 
Joseph is one of the best in the league so we 
should be able to score. If we can get people 
out here on a persistent basis and we stay as 
focused on repeating as we are now we should 
compete for the league championship again 
this year. Talent wise we can match up with 
anyone on base,” Parrish said.

Intramural flag football standings (as of 
Sept. 19)

UNIT W L %

1. 21 CS  2 0 1.000
2. 21 LRS 2 0 1.000
3. SMDC/100th MDB 3 1 .750
4. 21 OG 1 1 .500
5. 21 FSS 1 1 .500
6. 76th SPCS  1 1 .500
7. NORAD/NORTHCOM  2 2 .500
8. 721 SFS 2 2 .500
9. Team Colorado 0 2 .000
10. 21 CES 0 4 .000

21st Communications Squadron 
football team looking repeat worthy 

21st Communications Squadron quarterback Justin Joseph, center with the ball, looks downfield to pass the 
ball during action Sept. 18 at the base football fields.
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BETWEEN KNOWING WHAT’S HAPPENING AND KNOWING WHAT TO DO, 
THERE IS ONE IMPORTANT WORD: HOW.

Real time observation and data fusion for complete awareness. Collaborative and net-centric capabilities for decisive 
action. That’s our plan for protecting the nation’s critical space systems. Securing U.S. space superiority is all a question 
of how. And it is the how that makes all the difference.




