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Mandatory
immunizations set
for cadets Saturday
Academy Spirit Staff

Mandatory mumps immunizations for the Cadet Wing will begin
Saturday, 6:30 p.m., in the Cadet Field
House.
The first case of mumps in
Colorado associated with the Midwest
multi-state outbreak has been
confirmed. The infected civilian had
traveled to one of the affected Midwest
states several weeks before showing
symptoms of mumps.
A large outbreak of mumps
began in Iowa, in December 2005.
The majority of cases has occurred
among persons 18-25 year of age,
many of whom have been vaccinated.
Mumps is a viral, normally non-fatal,
infection characterized by nonspecific symptoms such as fatigue,
fever, loss of appetite and headache.
In most cases these symptoms are
followed by development of tender
swelling of the salivary glands in the
mouth. Serious complications of
mumps are rare.
Transmission of mumps occurs by
direct contact with respiratory
droplets, saliva, or contact with freshly
contaminated surfaces. The time from
exposure to onset of symptoms is
generally 16-18 days. Individuals
infected with the virus are contagious
2-7 days prior and up to 9 days after
the onset of symptoms. The treatment for mumps is symptom control
and isolation while contagious.
“At- Risk” groups are defined as:
— Individuals never vaccinated
or who never had mumps
— Health care workers
— School-age children and
students at post-high school educational institutions.
If you think you or someone in
your family may have mumps, notify
your primary care manager, or public
health at 333-5186 as soon as practical.
Further information on mumps
and the current outbreak can be found
at http://www.cdc.gov/nip/diseases/
mumps/default.htm
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A civilian medical evacuation helicopter from Flight For Life waits at the base of Eagle Peak Saturday, to transport
injured Cadet 3rd Class Thomas Avolio to Penrose Community Hospital in Colorado Springs.

Academy cadet injured in mountain fall
By 1st Lt. John Ross
Academy Spirit Staff

An Academy
cadet was seriously
injured after falling
an estimated 200 feet
Saturday, from a
mountain trail on
Academy grounds.
Cadet 3rd Class
Thomas Avolio CS21, from Des Moines, C3C Thomas Avolio
Wash., fell while on personal time with
two other cadets on Eagle Peak, a popular
mountain trail near the main campus of
the Academy.
The other two cadets and three
passers-by climbed down to help the
fallen cadet, using cell phones to call for
emergency rescue aid. Rescue crews

reached the trail head within the hour, but
required an additional 30 minutes to physically reach him with medical supplies due
to his isolated location.
“Our main concern was reaching the
victim as quickly and safely as possible,”
said assistant fire chief Martin Clinton,
incident commander for the operation.
“We constantly train for situations like this
but rarely have the opportunity to perform
them.”
Academy fire fighters, with the help
of specialists from El Paso County Search
and Rescue, stabilized the injured cadet
on the mountainside and began handcarrying him down the mountain.
“This incident required a lot of
rescuers to ensure the operation was
conducted as quickly as possible while
guaranteeing the safety of everyone on the
mountain,” said Chief Clinton. “El Paso

SAR brought a lot to the table. They have
a large pool of highly experienced people
to draw from.”
The party reached an open area when
a UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter from the
Wyoming Army National Guard arrived
to hoist Cadet Avolio, at an altitude of
8,600 feet, near the cliff face in strong
winds. After successfully making the
hoist, the cadet was transferred to a
waiting Flight for Life helicopter and
flown to Penrose Community Hospital in
Colorado Springs. He was listed in critical condition Wednesday morning.
“I’m very proud of the outstanding
job our firefighters did,” said Chief
Clinton. “They are true, dedicated professionals.”
The series of events leading to the
fall is under investigation by Academy
officials.
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AF works to protect natural resources
By Maj. Gen. L. Dean Fox
Air Force Civil Engineer

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The U.S. Air Force
is a leader and devoted guardian of the environment. As trustee to more than 8 million acres of
natural habitat, the Air Force takes considerable measures to defend and enhance
America’s rich landscape and cultural
heritage.
The natural resources we protect —
air, land and water — are a great source
of strength, providing capability to
build, equip, train and deploy the
world’s most powerful and agile Air
Force.
Today, the Air Force environmental
program works to ensure valuable
natural resources are available to meet
flying, training and other operational
needs. To meet current needs in fighting the
war on terrorism and future mission requirements, we must harmonize environmental
management goals with military operations.
This new management philosophy, called
natural infrastructure management, allows the Air
Force to sustain, restore and modernize its environmental resources, in full compliance and support
of air readiness challenges. Our new mantra is
compliance and beyond as we transform to a more
proactive, performance-based approach to “operationalizing” the environment.
Our recently published 2006 Environmental
Strategic Plan introduces this new concept of
applying asset management to environmental stewardship. Sustaining the Air Force mission through
effective NIM is the overall goal of this plan.
Additionally, the plan seeks to prevent
encroachment, boost compliance, restore contaminated property and improve land use compatibility,
all while increasing efficiencies and reducing
costs. To achieve these objectives, the environmental program will expand its stakeholder partnerships, employ new innovative technologies,
implement performance and risk-based approaches
to decision-making, streamline our activities in
sync with Air Force Smart Operations 21 to be

Illustration by Staff Sgt. Tim Jenkins

“lean and green,” and train our Airmen to be even
more environmentally conscious and responsible.
Our environmental troops are making great
strides toward these goals. To date, the Air Force
Restoration Program has cleaned up more than
4,500 contaminated sites, completing two-thirds of
its restoration obligations. Through innovative
methods, such as EPA’s systematic investigation
tool and process optimization techniques, the Air
Force saved more than $100 million in life-cycle
cleanup expenses. For example, at King Salmon
Air Force Base, Alaska, six soil vapor extraction
systems and one “pump and treat” system were
shut down, saving $25 million in projected lifecycle operating costs.
The Air Force also has had phenomenal
success with performance-based contracting,
avoiding more than $100 million of additional

outlay. Air Combat Command provides the best
example of applying private-sector expertise and
experience to a multi-base contract, saving $36.7
million, and reducing cleanup time by nine years,
closing 44 of 46 environmental sites within the
performance period.
Additionally, Air Force conservation has
had an impressive year managing training
and installation lands that provide habitat
to more than 70 threatened and endangered species. One of this year’s highlights was at Arnold Air Force Base,
Tenn., where the enforcement strength
of the Integrated Natural Resource
Management Plan actually resulted in
the removal of the Eggert’s sunflower
from the Federal list of threatened
species. The delisting was a first for the
Department of Defense, demonstrating
our flexibility in land-use management
and speaking volumes on our good relations with the regulators and conservation
community.
Lastly, pollution prevention continues to be a
priority. The Air Force diverts large amounts of
non-hazardous waste from landfills and has broad
acquisition and supply programs to procure more
environmentally preferable products.
In 2005, we avoided more than $60 million in
solid waste disposal costs by effectively diverting
87 percent of the construction and demolition
debris and 46 percent of non-hazardous solid waste
from landfills and incinerators. We have reduced
hazardous waste disposal by more than 57 percent.
The Air Force is also expanding usage of alternative fuels like ethanol in its military and government fleet vehicles, and continues to seek new
opportunities to buy green power and apply ecofriendly products and services to our day-to-day
operations.
The Air Force will continue to lead by accomplishing mission objectives through prudent environmental management. Our commitment to
restoration, conservation and pollution prevention
will continue to show results, ensure military
readiness and protect our natural world for generations to come.

#17 – Pedestrian/Jogger Safety

• Use sidewalks, safety zones, crosswalks, etc.
• Do not wear headphones, earphones or other listening devices on or adjacent to roads or streets.
• Maintain situational awareness and remain alert for potential dangers.
• Always carry military ID and proxy card. Brief roommates or CCQ on route of travel and expected
time of return.
• Wear reflective belt, vests, arm bands, or reflective attire as an outer garment, 30 minutes before
sunset to 30 minutes after sunrise, or when insufficient light or unfavorable weather conditions exist.
Ref. pg.4-3, para. 4.5.1.
The Cadet Sight Picture (Cadet Wing Manual 36-3501) provides an insight into the day-to-day

requirements for cadets.
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Academy wins NSA Cyber Defense Exercise
By Academy Public Affairs

The Academy has won the National
Security Agency’s 6th Annual Cyber
Defense Exercise, officials said April
21. The NSA will present the winning
cadet team with a trophy, May 9.
The exercise ran April 10-14, at the
NSA’s Maryland headquarters and the
nation’s other military service academies.
During the exercise, Maryland-based
NSA network specialists and military
network specialists formed the Red Cell
team. Red Cell challenged cadet Blue
Cell teams to defend a closed computer
network they have designed, built and
configured at their respective academies.
The network software was pre-configured
with known vulnerabilities, forcing cadet
teams to diagnose and remove the vulnerabilities while maintaining their network’s
e-mail, instant messaging, file sharing,
Web and several other service features.
“This exercise mirrored what they
will see in the real world,” said Maj.
Thomas Augustine, exercise director.
“It was also about best practices in
securing networks, so that only the right
people have the information they need,
when they need it.”
NSA and military specialists graded
each team’s ability to effectively maintain network services while detecting,
responding to and recovering from
network security intrusions or compromises.
Senior Airman Quinn Carman, 177th
Information Aggressor Squadron,
McConnell Air Force Base, Kan., was a
Red Cell member intent on breaking into
Blue Cell computers at the Academy.
“The Academy did really well,” he
said. “Somebody must be real good with
setting up firewalls.”

Photo by Eddie Kovsky

Cadets 1st Class Clyde Cross and Christopher Patten prepare their network
for an anticipated attack from the NSA.

Red Cell teams used numerous
exploitation techniques readily available
on the Internet, in their attempts to bring
down the respective cadets’ systems,
including spyware, e-mail bombardment
and fake messages trying to get cadets
to download malicious “patches.” Red
Cell’s greatest measure of success against
the Air Force Academy cadets was from
placing an image file on the USAFA
system. That image file contained and
executable program, which when activated, made the cadets’ web page say
“we love Red Cell.”
“What we learned is not just the
specifics, but how to research methods
to secure our networks,” Cadet 2nd Class
Thomas Griesemer said.
Other service academies also fell

victim to Red Cell tactics, which sometimes played on the inherent rivalries
between the academies, with a little
cyber-smack talk. Red Cell members
hacked the West Point team’s web site and
changed it to read “Go Navy, Beat Army,”
during the exercise.
But when the cyber-dust settled, NSA
evaluators chose the Air Force Academy
team as the winner.
“I believe one reason behind our
success was a focus on fundamental
security principles, rather than specific
tools,” said Capt. Sean Butler, computer
science instructor and officer-in-charge
of the Academy’s cadet cyber defense
team. “While using advanced information security tools and techniques might
buy you a little bit of an advantage at the
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margins, I suspect it probably costs you
even more in added complexity, given
inexperienced administrators. It’s very
difficult to defend a network that you
don’t fully understand, so our cadets
spent a lot of effort making sure they all
had at least a basic familiarity with all
the components of our network and how
they fit together. The cadets’ eventual
network design was a very classic, textbook secure network layout without a
lot of frills, and it was obviously quite
effective.”
Lessons learned during this exercise
will help these cadet computer science
majors after graduation, when they join
a service whose mission recently
expanded to include mastery of not only
air and space, but also cyberspace.
“Developing such skilled young
network defenders bodes well for the
Air Force continuing to lead the way in
the network security field,” added Captain
Butler.
Blue Cell teams each began with
50,000 points. During the exercise, those
points were either reduced or increased,
based on the network attacks they became
vulnerable to or were able to defend
themselves against. During the course of
the exercise, cadets were required to file
reports on the status of their network.
Points were taken away if their reports
were not complete or less than accurate.
The Air Force Academy team
finished with a score of 48,425 points,
almost 2,000 points ahead of the second
place finisher, the Army’s U.S. Military
Academy at West Point.
Winners of the previous cyber
defense exercises were the U.S. Naval
Academy in 2005, the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy in 2004, the Air Force
Academy in 2003 and West Point in 2001
and 2002.

$3.49
Breakfast
Special
Available 6 a.m. - 10 p.m., Monday-Friday
Our Magnificent Seven® - Includes two large eggs,
two pieces of bacon or sausage, three buttermilk pancakes
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Cadets state their case at law competition
By Academy Spirit staff

The Fifth Annual Law of Armed Conflict Competition
for military academies in San Remo, Italy, drew cadets
from 15 countries and 22 military academies April 3 to
April 7.
It had an international flavor.
“Sometimes it was difficult getting past the language
barrier, but once we broke through that, it wasn’t really
like an American, a Russian, and an Israeli,” said Cadet
1st Class Jordan Wilhelm, with the winning mixed team.
The most prestigious award for the entire competition went to the “best mixed team” of Cadet Wilhelm alongside cadets from the Israeli Tactical Command College
and the Ryazan Higher Airborne Command School.
“It was just like any other team,” she said. “It was
an experience that I’ll never be able to match, and will
certainly carry with me for my entire Air Force career,
and for my life.”
“The chance to speak to each other as equals in a
peaceful situation about many hot topic issues around the
Courtesy Photo
world was incredibly interesting,” said Cadet 1st Class
Cadets
from
Eiki
and
other
mythical
countries,
sometimes
using
mock
top
secret
materials,
give
deliAdam Swift, “I can’t imagine this being able to take
cate but forceful national positions at the Annual Law of Armed Conflict Competition for military acadplace anywhere besides the San Remo competition. It
emies in San Remo, Italy.
provided the topics and then just let us argue them out,
it was very intriguing. Afterwards, I have a much more to believe that I was having a one-on-one discussion with for going to war, military necessity, proportionality, treatexpansive view of how the rest of the world thinks, as well a cadet from the Russian Elite Airborne Academy. If the ment of detainees and civilians and prisoner of war clasas some great friends all over the globe.”
Soviet Union hadn’t collapsed, we’d probably be training sification. The scenarios were from a combination of air,
With a gift from the Association of Graduates, the to shoot at each other right now instead of debating ground, space and naval perspectives.
Academy’s Cadet Swift and Cadets 2nd Class Jose Garcia- whether contractors on the battlefield are entitled to prisThe cadets socialized with other participants and
Reyes and Wilhelm participated in the competition. They oner of war status. I think the competition really gave all learned about other cultures.
were accompanied by their coach and officer-in-charge, the participants a sense that, no matter what nationality
“Our cadets also learned a great deal about the nations
Capt. Shawn McKelvy, assistant professor in the depart- you’re from or what military you serve, we’re all more represented by the other cadet teams, and made the most
ment of law.
alike than we are different.”
of their opportunities to experience the Italian culture,”
Besides exchanging cultural viewpoints, the compeThe first day of competition found the cadets listening said Capt. Jason Wrachford, department of law.
tition also gave perspective on what it is like to be a to presentations by various international humanitarian law
“They returned with a greater appreciation of the
member of other militaries and how they view and inter- experts.
nations they could likely encounter in a future joint operpret international law.
The second day they began an intense three-day ating environment, and sent the other cadets home with
To Cadet 2nd Class Jose Garcia-Reyes, the compe- combined joint operations center exercise and were placed a greater understanding of the United States, and respect
tition was an interesting and eye-opening experience.
into multi-national teams. The cadets were teamed up for the United States Air Force,” he said.
“Getting to work with teams from around the world with students from Finland, Russia, France and Israel.
“International competitions expose our cadets to
gave me a better global perspective, not only on the
They competed in 11 different sessions involving a something we could never duplicate in a classroom setting,
different issues facing other countries, but also on how pre-combat scenario, targeting cell scenario, combat real-life interaction with members of the international
their specific conflicts have shaped their interpretations operations scenarios and a post-conflict legal scenario. community,” said Col. Paul Pirog, professor and head
on the law of war,” said Cadet Garcia-Reyes. “It was hard
The sessions involved issues such as the legal basis of the law department.
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Academy cop captures more kudos
By Academy Spirit staff

Senior Airman Faris Flournoy of the 10th Security
Forces Squadron has done it again.
Last month he was selected as the First Term Airman
of the Year for Academy Chapter 1180 of the Air Force
Sergeants Association.
Saturday he represented Chapter 1180 at the Division
Convention in Tucson, Ariz., where he was chosen as
the First Term Airman of the Year for Division 11.
He’ll represent the division at the AFSA International
Convention in Sparks, Nev., in August.
“I spent time with Airman Flournoy at the convention, and I’m very impressed by him,” Chapter 1180
President Master Sgt. Rob Nolen said. “Getting to
know him, you see the maturity, level-headedness and

leadership capability of this fine young Airman.”
As Division 11 First Term Airman of the Year,
Airman Flournoy will lead Division 11 as the Airman
activities coordinator for the entire division.
“He’ll succeed with flying colors,” Sergeant Nolen
predicted. “I can tell you, he’s heading in the right
direction, and that direction is up.”
At the Division Convention, Airman Flournoy met
the Airman nominees from divisions 11 and 12. He also
dined with his award presenter, the 11th Chief Master
Sergeant of the Air Force, Chief Master Sergeant David
Campanale.
On March 15, Airman Flournoy was named the
Photo by Jamie Romero
Academy’s Airman of the Year at the 46th annual Airman Faris Flournoy, 10th Security Forces
Academy Awards Banquet. He’s also been nominated Squadron, checks a motorist’s access badge at an
for the 2006 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year Award. Academy gate.

Appointees consider future as cadets
By Eddie Kovsky
Academy Spirit staff

The young men and women accepted to the class of
2010 got a taste of life at the Academy Monday.
Appointees and their parents came out for a two-day
orientation to attend briefings from senior leaders and tour
the Academy. Appointees got to spend the second day shadowing a cadet sponsor, attending class and following a
cadet through their daily routine.
“I’m impressed,” said Rob Mashburn, who traveled
here from Salt Lake City. “I’m excited about summer
training. I want to find out a little more about basic
training and the average school day.”
Mr. Mashburn is the first in his family to enter the
military. He wants to major in history and fly planes after

graduation. Although he has an appointment at West
Point, he really wants to come here instead.
“It’s his choice,” said his father, Lee Mashburn. “He
wants to come out with a degree that means something.
His mother’s happy he’ll be close to home.”
Appointee Brittany Arnold traveled from Knoxville,
Tenn., to learn more about the athletics and space programs.
She hopes to major in aerospace engineering.
“I’ve always wanted to be an astronaut,” she said. “The
best way to get there is to be a fighter pilot.”
Ms. Arnold had applied with the class of 2009, but
wasn’t accepted. This year, she reapplied and was given
an appointment.
“I’m looking forward to the training and structure,”
she said. “It’s a great lifestyle.”
She wasn’t the only appointee looking forward to the

challenges of becoming a cadet.
“I’ve always wanted to go into the military, even
though no one in my family has served before,” said
Doug Roccato, of Washington Township, N.J. “I wanted
to be a pilot, and the Air Force Academy seemed like the
best choice.”
Like many appointees, this is the first time he has seen
the Academy.
“I didn’t want to accept coming to the Academy
without seeing it,” said Mr. Roccato. “I’m surprised how
open everything is. I thought it would be more condensed.”
Appointee orientation is designed to introduce potential cadets to Academy life to help them decide whether
or not to accept their appointment. The admissions office
holds three orientation sessions in April, for cadets and
their families. The class of 2010 in-processes June 29.

Too many bounced checks?
Are you and the payday lender on
a ﬁrst-name basis?
If you’re serious about making a change in how you manage your
money, then the Asset Recovery Kit (ARK) Program can help.
ARK will provide military and DoD personnel and your families with a
short-term loan to help meet your immediate cash needs. As long as you
agree to undertake ﬁnancial counseling (located at 5262 N. Academy
Blvd., Suite 1000, Colorado Springs), you may borrow up to 80% of your
net pay to a maximum of $500. The loan is offered at a $6 ﬂat fee with
no credit report—BUT you must agree to ﬁnancial couseling.
Take control of your ﬁnances. Contact one of our representatives
at Pentagon Federal Credit Union and ask how ARK may be able to
change your life.

Come talk with us today.
Colorado Springs Branch:
6045 Barnes Road
Tuesday–Friday, 8:30AM–5PM; Saturday 9AM–3PM
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Some Places We Fly:
Albuquerque
(Just an hour away from Santa Fe)

Austin

Baltimore/Washington (BWI)

Boston (See Manchester or Providence)

Chicago (Midway)

Denver

Ft. Lauderdale
(22 miles to downtown Miami)

Harlingen/South Padre Island

Starting at

Las Vegas

Long Island/Islip

WHEN YOU PURCHASE AT SOUTHWEST.COM®

Los Angeles (LAX)

ONE-WAY WITH 21-DAY ADVANCE PURCHASE
Fares do not include a federal excise tax of $3.30 per takeoff and landing.

Manchester
(A better way to Boston)

Miami (See Ft. Lauderdale)

Oakland
(18 miles to downtown San Francisco)

Orlando

Philadelphia

Phoenix

Providence
(A better way to Boston)

Reno/Tahoe

Salt Lake City

Wanna get away? Now you can. Fly Southwest Airlines starting at $49 one-way when you
purchase at southwest.com.® Be sure to purchase your ticket at least 21 days in advance
and by May 11, 2006. Seats are limited. Fares may vary by destination and day of
travel and won’t be available on some flights that operate during very busy travel times.

San Diego

San Jose
(San Francisco South Bay Area)

Seattle/Tacoma

Tampa Bay

West Palm Beach
Fares do not include airport-assessed passenger facility charge (PFC) of up to $9 and a federal September 11th Security Fee of up to $5 one-way per person. Published service only. Tickets are
nonrefundable but may be applied toward future travel on Southwest Airlines. Fares are subject to change until ticketed. Any change in itinerary may result in an increase in fare. Fares are
combinable with other Southwest Airlines fares. If combining with other fares, the most restrictive fare’s rules apply. Service to and from Orange County, CA, excluded. ©2004, 2006 Southwest Airlines Co.

HAVE YOU DOWNLOADED

YET?

It delivers our hottest deals directly to your desktop. Get it at southwest.com.®

Service may not be available from all cities.
Southwest-operated, published service only.
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The Chronicles of Edna
By Cadet 1st Class Jacquelynn Janzik
Cadet Squadron 32

Edna the Cool Bus is much more
than a short bus.
This 1990 GMC Vandura fourwindow short bus is not a car, she is the
American Dream. She represents
freedom, spontaneity, courage, adventure, friendship, and fun. She has traveled
through most of the United States,and
before May 31, 2006 she will go coastto-coast.
Random people walk up to her and
ask to take a look inside or ask for a ride.
Young and old people alike are drawn by
her charm and the possibilities she holds.
Everyone needs an Edna in their heart,
something to represent the ability to go,
to explore, to squeeze every possible
inch from the road of life.
She does not belong to a group of
firsties known as The Kids, she belongs
to the world.
Cadets 1st Class Tina Matejik,
myself, Dano Qualls, Purvi Desai, Sze
Lau, Bill Torson, Rob Newton and Chris
Weimer (all eight cadets are referred to
as “The Kids”) bought the Cool Bus on
Ebay for $2,500 in November 2004. It

was a steal, but there was one catch –
it was in New Jersey.
So Tina, myself and Bill spent four
days out of Winter Break ‘04 (their 2nd
degree year) to pick her up and drive her
back to Colorado. During Spring Break
of 05, The Kids took Edna to Florida, stopping through the Ozarks, Memphis and
New Orleans on the way.
During the Summer of 05 she was
down at Philmont Scout Ranch in New
Mexico hanging out with the cadets that
were working the Academy summer
program.
In Fall of 05, The Kids took her to
Las Vegas for the three-day weekend to
cruise her up and down the strip.
By Graduation 2006, the bus will
have completed her journey across the
country since The Kids are taking her to
the west coast to cruise the Pacific Coast
Highway.
After bonding with Edna, The Kids
decided it was appropriate to create a
few simple rules for her which are posted
in the bus:
Rule #1: There are NO rules (except
these)
Rule #2: The driver MUST wear the
boat captain hat at all times while driving

Courtesy Photo

Tzo-cruising with the bus (left to right): Tina Matejik, Purvi Desai, Sze Lau,
Rob Newton, Chris Weimer, Dano Qualls, Bill Torson and Jacque Janzik.

Rule #3: Do not EVER remove the
dog food can (it holds the electrical
system together)
Rule #4: Rob is NOT allowed to
drive the short bus (the dents and missing
lights on top are thanks to him)
– Some of Edna’s great accessories:
– Working stop sign (that is rumored
to actually stop traffic)
– Plush purple L-shaped couch and
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TIME
FOR

10%
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TOURING

44
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with identification

PERFORMANCE
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PRICING
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P225/70R-16 .................$81
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P245/65R-17 ...............$115

a comfy chair instead of seats
– Christmas lights decorating the
interior
– A hula girl and an angry dancing
nun on the dash
– Several costumes and toys including
hats, wigs, eye patches, beaded necklaces, swords, and machine guns (plastic
of course)
– A NOS switch for extra power.
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4465 Forest Hills Rd. (Garden of the Gods just E. of Centennial).............................................. (719) 260-5974
770 Abbot Lane (8th & Cimarron) .................................................................................. (719) 520-0694
1770 Dublin (N. Academy & Dublin) ................................................................................. (719) 260-9181
305 N. Academy Blvd. (Academy & Platt by Target) ............................................................ (719) 574-8400
1826 Hwy 50 West (Pueblo) ....................................................................................... (719) 545-3407
M-F: 8:30-6, SAT.: 8:30-5 APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

discounttire.com

SHOP | APPOINTMENTS | PAY

AMERICA’S LARGEST TIRE STORE
STATE OR LOCAL TAXES AND, WHERE REQUIRED OR CHARGED, STATE ENVIRONMENTAL OR DISPOSAL FEES ARE EXTRA.
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ACADEMY
CHILDREN’S
DENTISTRY

Come Worship with Us!
WORSHIP
SERVICES:
8:00 am Sunday

• Certified pediatric specialist
• Graduate specialist in pediatric dentistry
from the University of Missouri.

Full Breakfast on Sunday
after 8:00 am service

PROUD TO BE A TRIWEST PROVIDER

11:00 am Sunday

Robert Dean Thoman, D.D.S.
1304 N. Academy Blvd • 596-2097

THE ONLY SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR
BATTERY & CHARGING NEEDS
Batteries For Everything

10% OFF
with
ID
Military

Senior Pastor
Reverend James H. McMearn

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Wednesday

New Jerusalem
Baptist Church
5485 Alegre Dr. • Fountain, CO • 390-5012
(near Ft. Carson at rear Gate #20)

Please
Recycle

Auto • Truck • RV • Marine
• Alarm • ATV • Golf
• Motorcycle • Solar • UPS
4865 E. Galley Rd.
573-4663
800-339-0925
Fax: (719) 573-1615

www.hensleybattery.com

M-F 7:30am-5pm • Sat 9am-12 Noon

Be A Blood Donor...
...and save lives!

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

3FQBJSJOHZPVSWFIJDMFTIPVME
CFSFBMMZFBTZ$PNFTFFVT

• Active-duty personnel and their
dependents are eligible once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
call for
ply
Sim
necessary.
.
an appointment

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

t-JGFUJNFHVBSBOUFFPOXPSL
t8PSLTXJUIBMM*OTVSBODF$PNQBOJFT
t'3&&&45*."5&4


3DOPHU3DUN%OYG

598-1392

2006 Annual
Bowl For Kids’ Sake
Saturday, 20 May 2006
Peak Bowling Center
2861 N. Prospect, Colorado Springs, CO

Please sign-up team(s) to raise money for
Big Brothers Big Sisters - Pikes Peak
Contact Lt. Col. Frank "Q." Williams,
BBBS-PP Board Vice Chairman & Bowl-a-thon Volunteer,
for additional information at (719) 282-4333 or
the BBBS-PP office at (719) 633-2443

Support your local office of
the nation's oldest and most
successful youth mentoring
organization
Over 94% Success rate in mentoring matches with positive
behavioral outcomes for youth.

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

T
AI JI ACUPUNCTURE
• Acupuncture • Chinese Herbs • Herbal Facials
Do you suffer from

/RFDWHGRQHEORFNHDVWRI3RZHUVEHKLQG.0DUW

Teams Needed!

548-8717

• Pain • Headache • Stress • Chemical Imbalance
• Depression • Menopause • Infertility • Painful Period
• Sinus Problem • Acid Reflux • Indigestion

We Can Help

Natural Harmonizing Healing
40 OFF for the 1st Visit
ADDITIONAL 30% OFF

$

for active & recently retired military personnel & their spouses

7710 N. Union Blvd • 719-559-4550
www.taijiacupuncture.com

Also
Open
Sat.

$QJHOLF
([SUHVVLRQV
6DORQ

2IIVW9LVLW

0$,1675((76(&85,7<
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Virtual Commissary expands
selection for Mother’s Day
FORT LEE, Va. – The fledgling Virtual Commissary
has been expanded to include new item selections including
snack packs, special occasion baskets and much more.
This brings the total number of gift baskets available to
79, with even more on the way.
Authorized commissary shoppers in the United States
and military shoppers overseas can check it out through
the link at http://www.commissaries.com.
Items offered on Virtual Commissary are well below
average retail prices found at other online services.
To access the extended commissary, shoppers must
pass through a secure portal found under the shopping
link at http://www.commissaries.com. Personal information entered by the customer is validated to ensure they
are an authorized shopper. Access is dependent on whether
the customer is entered in the Defense Enrollment
Eligibility Reporting System, known as DEERS.
Virtual Commissary customers can make selections
and fill in their payment and shipping information in one
easy and secure step, before being transferred to the
manufacturer’s site where they can get total cost for the
product (including shipping) and finalize their purchase.
Shipping and handling charges are paid by the
customer, just as at most other Internet shopping sites,
and charges will vary depending on the item size or
weight, method of shipping, location, and speed of
delivery. Customers can check for availability of delivery
to APO and FPO addresses as well as get more information on what’s in the gift baskets by clicking on the image
of the gift basket at Virtual Commissary. Payment for orders
can be made with any credit card accepted in real commissaries. Customer information is not archived by the
Defense Commissary Agency.
Eventually, Virtual Commissary will offer even more

gift items and long-range plans include online shopping
for hundreds of items routinely found in commissaries.
That service will be welcomed by deployed service
members, military retirees and Guard and Reserve families living outside reasonable driving distance to an installation.

Andrew Boone, 1st Lt. Levi Severson, and Lt. Col. Jon
Schoenberg from Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass., and
Lt. Col. Mark Cucuzzella from Andrews AFB, Md.
Together, these Airmen paced at sub-6 minute miles
to run into a second place finish overall in the Men’s
Open competition with a combined time of 7:41:55.

Academy cadets conquer
Boston Marathon
BOSTON (AFPN) – Approximately 22,000 runners
from around the world hit the streets of Boston and its
suburbs April 17 on a winding, 26.2-mile course that
is the Boston Marathon — a Patriot’s Day tradition
here in “The Hub.”
Mixed in with the world’s elite sneakers pounding
the pavement for the 110th edition, were runners from
the Air Force and the military community, including Air
Force Academy cadets.
The top three cadets to finish the grueling event are
all astronautical engineering majors. They are Cadet 3rd
Class Jesse Mortensen, Cadet Squadron 29, with a
time of 2:44:51 to finish 240th overall; Cadet 3rd Class
Joseph Robinson, Cadet Squadron 4, who clocked in
at 2:58:11 for 890th overall and Cadet 1st Class Ross
Conrad, Cadet Squadron 17, with a time of 2:58:50, good
for 970th place.
Some experienced the pain of “Heartbreak Hill” in
Newton, Mass., for the first time as others passed the
summit again, looking up at the statue of Johnny Kelley
for inspiration.
Mr. Kelley holds the record for the most Boston
Marathons completed with 61 — he won in 1935 and
1945.
The Boston Marathon isn’t just an individual event,
as some may think. Teams were also competing in both
open and master’s events. This year the Air Force entered
four runners in the men’s open competition — 2nd Lt.

DoD committed to
environment conserving
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — In celebration of Earth
Day on Saturday, the Defense Department showed its
commitment to conserving and improving the environment, while still maintaining the nation’s military readiness, a DoD official said.
The war on terrorism presents the U.S. with an agile,
unpredictable enemy, so DoD’s focus must be on the war
fighter, said Alex Beehler, assistant deputy undersecretary of defense for environment, safety and occupational
health.
The best way to help the war fighter is to ensure the
department has the natural resources to test weapons
systems and train its forces by making sure military
installations and the surrounding communities remain
viable, he said. In this way, military readiness and environmental conservation are inextricably linked.
“It is imperative that we manage our assets in a
sustainable manner so we can support the war fighter not
only today, but also tomorrow and into the future,” Mr.
Beehler said.
All branches of service celebrated Earth Day this year.
Air Force activities started April 19 with an Earth Day
display in the Pentagon. On April 21, Airmen cleaned up
a stretch of roadside and sidewalk on Army-Navy Drive,
adjacent to the Pentagon.
Air Force installations across the country conducted
their own Earth Day activities.

&RORUDGR6SULQJVQHZHVWVRXUFH
IRUDOOWKLQJV0HGLHYDO
'XQJHRQV 'UDJRQV:DUKDPPHU.&RQIURQWDWLRQ
9DPSLUH:HUHZROI:RUOGRI'DUNQHVV
0DJLFWKH*DWKHULQJ6WDUVKLS7URRSHUV
3\UDWHVRIWKH6SDQLVK0DLQ
)XOO/LQHRI5HDSHU:DUORUG0LQLDWXUH)LJXUHV
3UR3DLQWDOO0RGHOLQJ6XSSOLHV
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UHFHLYHRII
7KLVLVQRWD
VDOHWKLVLVD
7KDQN<RX

“You who defend our country are the best at what you do.

I am writing this letter on behalf of
my wife Wendy and me. We
wanted to take this opportunity to
thank you personally for such a
pleasant home buying experience.
Cedric Johnson was our agent and
he went out of his way to ensure
that this experience would not only
be a success, but as painless as
possible. From our very first meeting with
Cedric, we knew that we had someone who was
genuinely interested in us and our situation. He made us feel at
home immediately. Cedric's attention to every detail and strong
work ethic are the reasons that we are in our house today.
Sincerely, Gregory E. Hotaling
CPT, IN United States Army

I'm the best at what I do.”
“Having spent 21 years in the military service, I understand the challenges of the
military household. There are times when you need someone to help you assess
your situation and get you where you want to go. When you need a new home or
you're considering refinancing, call the Mortgage Expert.”
Cedric Johnson, Lt. Col (Ret) USAF

We’re Almost
Perfect...Well
Almost
•Purchase
•Refinance
•Debt Consolidation
“The Mortgage Experts”

You’ll need an appraisal. Pull this out and get a free one!

A $450.00 Value!

If Needed For Your Loan. A $450.00 Value! Must be presented at time of application. Appraisal fee
refunded at closing. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/16/06

649-3625
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club. There’s a $3 charge for the hors
d’oeuvres lunch buffet for non-volunteers. For more information, call Jeannie
Lopez at 333-3168 or 333-3444.

Tuskegee Airmen dinner

Gate closed to general public
The North Gate and the visitor
cordon will be closed today at 8 p.m.
until Saturday at noon for a cadet
training event. The North Gate will be
open from midnight to 2 a.m. Saturday
for out-bound traffic only.

Famcamp cleanup
The Special Military Active/Retired
Travel Club will be at the Academy
Famcamp, May 17-21, for their annual
cleanup. Anyone interested in discussing
travel opportunities is welcome to join
them for a potluck dinner. For more
information, contact Paul Light at
487-9754.

Asia-Pacific planners
The Academy Asia-Pacif ic
Committee is looking for volunteers to
help plan May’s Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month events. Weekly meetings are Wednesdays at 1 p.m., in the
Milazzo Club propeller room. For more
information, contact Master Sgt. Anna
Parker at 333-6856 or anna.parker@
usafa.af.mil.

Volunteer awards ceremony
The annual Academy Volunteer
Recognition Awards ceremony is today
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the officers’
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The 2006 Tuskegee Airmen dinner
is May 5 in the Arnold Hall ballroom.
The social is at 6:30 p.m.; dinner is
served at 7 p.m. Cost is $10 for cadets,
$15 for E1 through E6, and $20 for
senior NCOs, officers, and civilians.
To RSVP, contact Greg Williams at
333-1984.

Spouse appreciation event
The Armed Services YMCA, 2190
Jet Wing Drive, hosts a Military Spouse
Appreciation event May 9 at 2 p.m.
Enjoy free hair cuts, lunch, massages
and more. Limited childcare is available.
Call 622-9622 to reserve a spot.

Eagle Peak Challenge
The Eagle Peak Challenge mountain climb is May 23 at 8 a.m. (May 25
in case of inclement weather). Registration for individual and 4-person
organizational teams is open through
April 28. The event is limited to 150
participants. Online registration is available at http://dfcs/epc. Cost is $4 per
person. Awards are given to the top
finisher in each male and female category.

drawing, will be contacted by the natural
resources office to schedule their hunt.
Hunters must receive a mandatory safety
brief ing, pay a $25 access fee and
purchase a state “additional” cow elk
license. For more information, call
Academy Natural Resources, 333-3308.

Range off-limits
The Academy Firing Range, in Jacks
Valley, is an off-limits area at all times
unless people are attending training
with the 10th Security Forces Squadron
Combat Arms, or on official business.
The combat arms section is responsible
for weapons qualification for all military units in the region, and several
local and federal agencies. They employ
a wide variety of weapons and fire every
day around the clock. Due to safety
concerns, this area is posted “For
Official Use Only,” and security forces
will detain anyone discovered in this
area. There are posted warning signs at
the entrance to the range and impact
area. If you need access to the area or
more information, call Tech. Sgt. Paul
Smith, 333-4440, or the law enforcement
desk, 333-2000.

Fun Walk
The Gleneagle Spirit 5k Run/Walk
for fun is May 20 at 8 a.m. at the
Antelope Rails Elementary School. The
course runs through the Gleneagle
neighborhood, between Northgate and
Baptist roads. Registration is $23, and
all proceeds go to local Boy Scout Troop
194. For more information, or to register,
contact Mark Rudolph at 492-3974

Free concert
The Academy Band performs May
16 at 7 p.m. at the Pikes Peak Center
to celebrate Armed Forces Week.
Complimentary tickets are available
through TicketsWest.

Armed Forces Luncheon
The Armed Forces Awards
Luncheon is May 18 at the Broadmoor
International Center. Cost is $55 for
the general public, and $30 for active
duty, reserve, and DoD civilians. RSVP
by May 12 by calling 575-4390 or online
at www.coloradospringschamber.org.

Volksmarch
The Falcon Wanderers Volksmarch
Club celebrates its 25th Anniversary
May 6th. Beginning at 8 a.m., the club
will walk 5k and 10k routes from Palmer
Lake. For more info, contact Becky or
Bob at 540-8755.

Elk hunting
The Academy is offering guided
cow elk hunting during the 2006-07
hunting season. Hunters must apply at
the Academy’s Outdoor Recreation
Center, bldg. 5136, during May. There’s
a nonrefundable $6 application fee.
Successful applicants, selected by a

nity center, 333-3241, or the ITT office
in Vandenberg Hall, 333-4602.

Chorale auditions
Free baseball tickets
May 7 is Air Force Appreciation Day
at Sky Sox Stadium against Las Vegas.
Free tickets are available at the commu-

The Colorado Springs Chorale is
holding auditions by appointment May
23 at 6:30 p.m. at the First Christian
Church, 16 E. Platte Ave. Call the chorale
office at 634-3737 to reserve a space.

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday, 10 a.m.
Mon., Tues., Thurs., 6:15 a.m.; Wed., 7
p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
Wed., 6 p.m.
Protestant Services:
Sunday, 9 a.m. (Traditional)
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. (Contemporary)
Sunday, 11 a.m. (Liturgical-Multi-purpose
Room)
Sunday, Noon (Inspirational)

Call the Action Line
to resolve issues!
333-3900

Orthodox
Sunday, 9:30 a.m
Jewish Shabbat Services
Friday, 7 p.m.
Buddhist
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m
Muslim
Friday, Noon (lower level)

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday, 5 p.m.
Sunday, 8 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Religious Formation - 9:30-10:45 a.m.
Protestant Services:
Sunday, 9:15 a.m. (Gospel Service,
Base Auditorium)
Sunday, 9:45 a.m. (Traditional Service)
Religious Ed - 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

The Action Line, 333-3900,
is a forum to resolve unanswered complaints. Call, write or send an
e-mail to action.line@usafa.af.mil. Items may also be faxed to 333-4094, or mailed to:
Directorate of Public Affairs/ACTION LINE
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 312
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016.

Provide your name and telephone number. Requests for anonymity will be
respected. Before contacting the ACTION LINE, be sure to use the proper chain of
command.
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Grad returns as UH-1 pilot

Photo by Joel Strayer

Cadets gather around Lt. Hinkle, a 2003 grad, after he landed his UH-1 Helicopter on the
Terrazzo. “How do you get to fly helicopters?” was a popular question.

Photo by Joel Strayer

Photo by Joel Strayer

By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

It was déjà vu — all over again.
To the 2003 grad flying the Huey, the Academy
looked the same.
The UH-1 pilot focused on flying well during the
approach April 20.
“It was cool to see the Terrazzo circled with cadets
watching us land,” said 1st Lt. Travis Hinkle, now a
pilot with the 54th Helicopter Squadron, Minot Air
Force Base, N.D. “I also felt pride that the first two
people at the helicopter when we shut it down were
once two of my basics and fourth degrees.”
Minot AFB’s 91st Space Wing sponsored Cadet
Squadron 32, and the wing leadership thought is was a
way to support the Chickenhawks.
The trek from Minot to the Academy was a nine
hour flight, spanning two days.
It was no surprise that a lot of cadets gathered
around the two-hour static display on the Terrazzo,
some with mission questions, others with technical
questions.
“I was impressed with the knowledge of some
cadets about helicopters, and surprised at the number
who asked ‘how do I get to fly helicopters?’” said the
lieutenant. “The reaction was really positive.”
Lieutenant Hinkle, from Houston, Texas, was an
Academy biology major.
Someday, maybe he’ll return to the Academy.
“I have thought teaching biology would be a great
career broadening tour,” said the grad.
But before that, other things beckon to the standardization evaluation liaison officer and pilot.
“I would like to transition to the CV-22 or MH-53
and eventually fly for the 6th Special Operations
Squadron,” he said.

Cadets ask Lt. Hinkle questions about the
UH-1 Helicopter. The 2003 grad flew here to
the Academy for a two hour visit.

An UH-1 Huey from the 54th Helicopter readies to land on the Academy Terrazzo April 20.
The 54th Helicopter Squadron is sponsor for Cadet Squadron 32, and leaders figured the
nine hour flight from Minot Air Force Base. N.D., would show support for the Chickenhawks.

UH-1N HUEY
Mission
The UH-1N is a light-lift utility helicopter used to support Air
Force Space Command missile wings and groups. The helicopter
has a number of uses. Its primary mission includes:
• Airlift of emergency security and disaster response forces,
• Security surveillance of off-base movements of nuclear
weapons convoys and test range areas during launch conditions
• Space shuttle landing support, priority maintenance dispatch
support, and emergency positive control document changes
• Response to search and rescue operations
Other uses include airlift of missile support personnel, airborne
cable inspections and distinguished visitor transport

General Characteristics

Photo by Joel Strayer

1st Lt. Travis Hinkle, now a helicopter pilot and a 2003 grad, discusses flying during his
two-hour UH-1 static display on the Terrazzo.

Primary function: Light-lift utility
Power Plant: Two Pratt and Whitney T400-CP-400 turboshaft
engines
Maximum Gross Weight: 10,500 pounds (4,763 kilograms)
Range: 300-plus miles
Ceiling: 15,000 feet (4,572 meters); 10,000 feet (3,048 meters)
for gross weights above 10,000 pounds (4,536 kilograms)
Maximum Speed: 149 mph (130 knots)
Cruise Speed: 103-115 mph (90-100 knots)
Length: 57 feet, 3 inches (17.44 meters)
Width: 9 feet, 5 inches (2.87 meters)
Height: 12 feet, 10 inches (3.9 meters)
Diameter of Main Rotor: 48 feet (14.63 meters)
Diameter of Tail Rotor: 8 feet, 6 inches (2.6 meters)
Crew: Pilot with co-pilot and flight engineer, depending upon
mission

Photo by Charley Starr

A UH-1 Helicopter, piloted by 1st Lt. Travis Hinkle, rises April 20 from the Terrazzo before the cadet chapel to make
the nine hour return trip to North Dakota.
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Charity run walk
The third annual Fisher
DeBerry Foundation 5K Run
Walk to benefit a variety of
charitable causes is Saturday
at 8:30 a.m., rain or shine, in
Memorial Park. For complete
registration information,
check www.FisherDeBerry
Foundation.org.

Sunday night fights
The f inals of the
National Collegiate Boxing
Association Championships,
featuring Academy cadets
Willie Lloyd, Ezekiel Ignaco
and Ian Tuznik winning titles,
airs Sunday at 7 p.m., on
College Sports Television.

Gymnasts honored
Falcon senior Lauren
Robison, junior Sashonna
Iwaniec, plus sophomores
Brian Boardman and Katie
Donnell, were named to the
Mountain Pacif ic Sports
Federation’s All-Academic
Team Tuesday. Studentathletes must carry a 3.0 GPA
or better.

Bushey among best
Falcon senior Kat
Bushey was selected to the
2005-06 all-Mountain West
Conference tennis team, the
league announced Wednesday. Bushey was chosen by a
vote of the league’s nine head
coaches.

Racquetball tourney
The fitness and sports
center is sponsoring the 2006
Academy Doubles Racquetball Tournament May 12-14.
The event is open to all DoD
players ages 18 years and
older. Entry fee is $40 per
team. Entry deadline is May
5. For more information, call
333-4522, 3531 or 4078.

New field debuts
The Academy’s newest
field, formerly softball field
#2, will debut its new turf
surface Thursday at 3 p.m.,
with an exhibition soccer
game between Academy
Preparatory students and
selected Academy players.

Falcons at home
Baseball
BYU, today, 2 p.m., Saturday,
noon, Security Service Field
Lacrosse
Denver, Saturday, 1 p.m., Turf
Field

SPORTS
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Buck named MWC
Player of the Year
AF senior capping
brilliant career
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

Whoever said a buck doesn’t go far
these days hasn’t heard about Shannon
Buck.
The poster child for Air Force tennis,
since his arrival at the Academy four years
ago, keeps adding to his résumé.
The Falcon senior was named
Wednesday the 2006 Mountain West
Conference Player of the Year by the league
office, following a vote by its seven head
coaches. The announcement came the day
after Buck led the Falcon men’s team to
a 5-4 win over Point Loma Nazarene in
their regular season finale, and the day
before they played TCU in the MWC
Championships, both in San Diego, Calif.
Buck was 29-5 this season at No. 1
singles, including a 5-1 mark in MWC
matches. His 83-7 record in dual matches
makes him Air Force’s all-time winning
percentage leader at 92.2 percent. On Jan.
10 he was ranked 15th in the nation, the
highest ever for a Falcon player. Since
then, he’s 18-1 at the No. 1 position.
“Skill-wise, he’s the best player to
ever play here,” said 31-year Air Force
head tennis coach Rich Gugat. “People
used to ask me, who’s the best I’ve coached.
It was hard to say then. But, since
Shannon’s been here, the answer’s easy
now.”

Buck’s selection this week makes him
the first Falcon to earn all-conference
honors four times. He was chosen for
singles plus doubles with senior Trevor
Johnson. Buck was the conference CoPlayer of the Year as a freshman in 2003.
Originally from Spokane, Wash., Buck
was recruited by Florida State, Wake Forest
and Notre Dame after going 53-0 at Ceasar
Rodney High School in Delaware, where
he led his team to a state title as a junior
and was ranked No. 25 in the country for
18-and-under players.
Why did he choose the Academy?
“Coach Gugat was the most honest and
straight forward coach during the recruiting
process. I knew I’d be in good hands here,”
Buck said. “I could start and play at a
very high position almost immediately.
Both my parents were active duty Air
Force, so I knew the lifestyle. I enjoy the
structure of the military.”
It’s an environment where his game has
flourished.
His litany of accomplishments include:
being the only player in Air Force history
to appear in two NCAA Championship
tournaments; the only player in Academy
history to win a match at the NCAAs; the
f irst bluesuiter to compete at the
Intercollegiate Tennis Association National
Indoor Championships; advancing to the
Round of 16 at the 2005 All-American
Men’s Tennis Championships and the list
goes on.
What is it about Buck’s game that
enabled him to post a 112-18 career singles
record and an 80-36 career doubles mark?

Photos Courtesy Academy Athletic Department

Rich Gugat calls Shannon Buck the
hardest working player he’s coached.

“He’s not an overpowering player,
physically, but he covers the court as well
as anyone you’ve ever seen,” Gugat said.
“He very seldom makes an unforced error.
His strokes are very sound. A lot of players
miss two, three shots in a row. Shannon
doesn’t miss the ball. He didn’t just beat
the 3rd and 9th ranked players in the
country, he nailed them.”
Gugat called Buck the best player in
the Armed Forces since Arthur Ashe in the
mid-1960s. High praise, indeed, when you
consider the name Ashe made for himself
as a professional.
Although Buck had an opportunity to
pursue tennis representing the Air Force
in the World Class Athlete program, the
biology major opted to attend medical
school in Kirksville, Mo., following his
Academy graduation May 31.
Buck says he’ll still play the game
after his Academy days, primarily as a
stress reliever. Tennis enabled him to cope
with the stressful Academy lifestyle.
“It was difficult at first because the
daily routine is very busy,” he admitted.
“I made sure I studied during academic call
to quarters. I hardly ever studied past 11
p.m., and I’m not a smart student. It’s
important to have focused studying for a
short time, than long study habits with the
TV or music on.”
Buck has sound advice for high school
student-athletes thinking about playing
for the Academy.
“Focus on academics,” he said. “Sports
is only one part of your life. Your education will last a lifetime. Once you’re here
practice as hard as you can because athletes
at other schools are practicing more hours.
You have to work extra hard here to get
the advantage.”
Falcon senior Shannon Buck is hoping to reach his third NCAA Championship
Game, set, match, career, Buck.
Tournament this season.
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11-7 losses end Falcon title hopes
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

For one week, at least, the only two
NCAA Division I men’s lacrosse programs
west of the Mississipppi River were on a collision course to decide the Great Western
Lacrosse League crown and a berth in the
national tournament.
Denver and Air Force were 2-0 and tied
for first place in the GWLL standings
heading to road games at Butler and Ohio
State April 21 and Sunday. If both front
runners swept their games, they would
meet Saturday at the Falcon Lacrosse Field

Photo courtesy Academy Athletic Dept.

Falcon senior attack man Will Meister’s
six-point weekend against Butler and
Ohio State gives him a team-leading 42
points for the season with one game to
play.

to settle matters in the league.
The Pioneers took care of business.
The Falcons did not.
While DU beat the Buckeyes 13-9 April
21, the Falcons lost at Butler, 11-7. The
teams switched partners on Sunday as Denver
tamed the Bulldogs 11-5 and Air Force
dropped a second 11-7 game to Ohio State.
The results gave Denver (11-4, 4-0
GWLL) the conference title and its first
automatic tournament bid.
Despite their lost weekend, the Falcons
(7-8, 2-2 GWLL) are still the winningest
group in the nine-year era of Head Coach
Fred Acee. A victory over Denver Saturday
at 1 p.m., would give the bluesuiters their
most wins since they were 9-3 in 1995.
“It’s very gratifying to work with such
dedicated athletes and great young men,”
Acee said. “I’m pleased with their commitment to the team, the coaching staff and
each other.”
The Achilles heel, in an otherwise satisfying season, was Air Force’s combined 17 road/neutral site record, a by-product of
consistently playing from behind. That was
the story line at Indianapolis, Ind., and
Columbus, Ohio.
The Falcons dug themselves 2-0, 3-1,
5-1 and 6-2 holes in the first half of the
Butler game, thanks in part to two goals
apiece by Bulldogs Pat Hurto and Cliff
Smith. The pair combined for seven goals
in the game.
“They were the guys we were supposed
to be guarding carefully,” Acee said. “But,
in a flow game like lacrosse, sometimes
those people get lost in the mix and end up
with the shots.”
Hurto and Smith took 11 of Butler’s

22 shots on goal for the game.
Both teams won 11 face offs, but time
of possession hurt Air Force as Butler had
a 41-32 edge in ground balls.
“Ground balls are always a key in the
outcome,” Acee admitted. “They’re extra
possessions and opportunities to score.
Butler took advantage of theirs and we
didn’t.”
Junior tri-captain Will Meister and
Conrad Lochocki each scored twice in a
losing cause.
The Falcons’possession woes continued
Sunday at Ohio State. The Buckeyes capitalized on a 14-7 face off advantage and a
29-22 ground ball edge, despite getting out
shot by Air Force 41-36.
OSU attack man Brian Buchanan
converted the extra possession time into
eight points, including a goal and two assists
that triggered a 5-0 Ohio State run in the third
quarter. The outburst turned a 4-3 Buckeye
halftime margin into a runaway against
Falcon backup goaltender Daniel Bellissimo,
who got a rare start in place of Justin Pavoni.
“OSU capitalized on two failed clears,
an extra-man opportunity and a couple well
placed shots,” Acee said of the run.
Freshman Griffin Nevitt’s three-goal
performance, giving him 23 to tie Kevin
Crumrine for the team lead, and Meister’s
two goal, three point effort went for naught.
“They’ve been strong all year, in every
game,” he said. “They’re very athletic and
determined players.”
Air Force wraps up the regular season
Saturday with its GWLL finale hosting
Denver at 1 p.m. A Falcon win would give
the program it first .500 campaign in the last
11 years of Division I play..

MDG set to make tournament run
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

After two rounds of the Academy
Intramural Volleyball Championship
Tournament, the top-seeded 10th Medical
Group is, literally and figuratively, setting
themselves up for a serious title run.
Thanks largely to the stellar play of setter
Nolee Agulto, the Med Group swept a depleted
10th Civil Engineer/J&J Maintenance team,
25-8, 25-15, to open the double-elimination
post season tourney at the base Fitness and
Sports Center.
MDG followed up Tuesday by bouncing
the Dean of the Faculty Foreign Language
Department into the loser’s bracket, 25-18,
25-13.
With Agulto setting up his teammates,
nine different MDG players registered kills
during their victory over CE/J&J, which was
missing five players due to other commitments.
“It’s all about passing,” Agulto said.
“Good passes makes it easier for me, especially when they’re up in the air and off the
net, just where they’re supposed to be.”
Med Group outside hitter Brent Kincaid,
who got MDG off to a quick start with a pair
of kills for two of his team’s first four points,
agreed.
“It all starts with the pass,” Kincaid said.
“Our back row players have to get it to Nolee
so he doesn’t have to run all over the place.

substitutes on the bench as CE/J&J had
players suit up.
“To me it’s a good problem,” Med Group
head coach Tevita Mafi said. “It’s been a
long time since we had enough players to field
a team. Last year, we had to go into the
player’s pool for bodies. Our players have
been persistent. They keep coming back even
though I don’t play them as much.”
Med Group has been so consistently
good this season they’ve swept most of their
opponents in two games, thus reducing the
opportunities for Mafi to rotate his roster
more.
“It’s not just the number of players we
have, it’s quality depth,” Mafi explained.
“We’ve got experienced players who know
what to do when they’re in there.”
When CE/J&J’s Trevor Hobson blocked
Photo by Staff Sgt. Tim Jenkins
Med Group veteran setter Nolee Agulto a shot for a point and hit a thunderous kill on
focuses on putting a teammate in posi- successive plays to narrow the deficit to 10tion to score.
7 in the second game, Mafi’s crew responded.
MDG went on a 15-8 run, which included
Whenever Nolee gets the pass, he sets it up
and all we have to do is put it down. We have two ghost points, to methodically bump
CE/J&J into the loser’s bracket. For complete
the easy part on the kill end.”
MDG posted 10 kills in the first game tournament scores up to press time, see
against CE/J&J and added 13 in the second Scoreboard.
Round three of the tourney, originally
outing.
The ghost rule for awarding points was scheduled for Wednesday, was postponed
used because CE/J&J competed with only five until Thursday after press time, due to a prior
players. In layman’s term’s, a point is given commitment for one of the teams. The chamto the opposition each time it’s the ghost’s turn pionship round is slated for Monday. The
title game serves at 6:15 p.m., at the Fitness
to serve.
Med Group, meanwhile, had as many and Sports Center gym.

Scoreboard
INTERCOLLEGIATE
Lacrosse
April 21 at Indianapolis, Ind.
Butler 11
Falcons 7
April 23 at Columbus, Ohio
Ohio State 11
Falcons 7

Men’s Tennis
April 25 at San Diego, Calif.
Falcons 5
Point Loma Nazarene 4

Women’s Tennis
April 26 at San Diego, Calif.
MWC Championships-First Round
#9 Wyoming 4
Falcons 3

Track and Field
April 20-21
AF Combined Events Meet
Falcons had four top-five finishers
April 22 at Fort Collins, Colo.
Jack Christiansen Invitational
Falcon Men 147 points, 2nd
Falcon Women 81.50 points, 3rd

INTRAMURAL
Volleyball
Championship Tournament
(Double Elimination)
April 24
MDG 25-25

CE/J&J 8-15

DFF 25-25

Comm 0-11

DFL 25-25

DF 13-15

AH 25-25

MSS 17-13

April 25
Comm 25-25

CE/J&J 10-19*

MSS 18-25-15

DF 25-20-13*

MDG 25-25

DFF 18-13

DFL 25-14-15

AH 20-25-12

April 27
Games played after press time
*Eliminated

Bowling
FINAL
Team
Civilians
DFB #2
10 SVS
MSS
DFC #1
DFCS
DFB
Pool Team
CGR
LGR
Comm
10 MDSS
10 SVS Golf
10 MDOS
DFC #2
10 SFS
MDG
AH

W
156
151
150
150
142
141
138
130
126
125
124
118
117
114
111
107
104
100

L
100
105
106
106
114
115
118
126
130
131
132
138
139
142
145
149
152
156

Pins
94076
93935
94099
93866
94033
94430
90505
92937
93495
92739
93501
92132
90771
90424
92392
92160
91922
93086
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