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Services programs
best in AF
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Each year, the Air Force recognizes
its best Services units and the Academy’s
outdoor recreation and golf programs are
winners.
Mr. Chuck Alfultis, 10th Mission
Support Group’s Outdoor Recreation
Center director, and Mr. Ed Ainsworth,
Academy Golf Club, received the
trophies at the Air Force’s Services
Worldwide Conference in Keystone,
Colo., June 14.
Outdoor recreation won the same
award in 1996 and Mr. Alfultis shared
some thoughts about why the Academy
wins.
“There are three key factors that
make for an outstanding outdoor recreation program,” he said. “They are base
location, facility and staff. First, we are
located in an area with an abundance of
outdoor recreational opportunities.
Second, we are centrally located on the
Academy and have the space to accommodate the storage of our more than $2
million worth of equipment and supplies.
Finally, not only do we have the right
number of people, they are experienced,
highly trained and dedicated.”
Another key to outdoor rec’s success
is providing a niche.
“You have to offer activities that
people can’t or won’t go out and do on
their own and our prices are generally
about 25 percent below those of comparable services in the community,” Mr.
Alfultis noted.
A trophy also went to the
Eisenhower Golf Club for the second
time in four years.
“Our entire staff does not rest on its
past accomplishments,” said Mr.
Ainsworth. “Because of our staff’s dedication to constantly improve our
programs and their commitment to
excellence there was clearly no other
choice but the Eisenhower Golf Club for
this award.”
The golf course has many popular
programs, which led to more than 66,000
rounds of golf played there last year.
Check out the golf course’s Web site at
www.eisenhowergolfclub.com to learn
more.
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Youthful exuberance
Children play under a parachute in Pine Valley Park Tuesday as part of Fit for the Future, a free Family Child Care
program that promotes fitness by offering fun activities and healthy snacks for children. The program, now in its
third year at the Academy, is held in Pine Valley on Tuesdays and Douglass Valley on Thursdays from 9-11 a.m.,
and is open to all DoD ID card holders and their families.

Academy welcomes back deployed Airmen
By Eddie Kovsky
Academy Spirit staff

The Academy held a welcome home
event June 14 for returning Airmen and
their families.
In January, the Academy filled a large
deployment tasking, sending more than
100 people to roughly a dozen locations,
mostly in the Middle East. Personnel from
the 10th Medical Group filled the majority
of those slots, though Airmen also deployed
from headquarters, 10th Security Forces
Squadron and the 10th Communications
Squadron.
Staff was on hand from the family
support center, services, red cross, family

advocacy, child development center, youth
center and the education center to help
families with the transition back into home
life. Free food and children’s entertainment
were also provided.
Master Sgt. Terry Blansett, family
readiness program manager, kicked off the
event, followed by an introduction by Col.
Jimmy McMillian, 10th Air Base Wing
commander.
“Any time you have to deploy it’s a
trying time,” said Colonel McMillian. “The
real heroes are those who put their lives on
the line. I’m proud of what you’ve done for
the Air Force and our nation. Welcome
home.”
Most of the returning Airmen were

experienced soldiers who had been downrange before. For them, the hard part wasn’t
being deployed, but the absence of a spouse.
“I haven’t had any issues,” said Staff
Sgt. Ty Jones, a network administrator who
was away four months. “I’ve been away
before so it probably helps. Support here
is exceptional. They took care of my family
while I was gone.”
“It was hard sometimes,” said his wife
Jennifer. “Sergeant Blansett was there to
answer my questions.”
“It’s great to be back with family,” said
Capt. Walter Heathcoat, 10th Mission
Support Group chief of customer support.
“It’s nice to get a break from the AOR. It
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Son remembers his father’s, family’s journey
374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan (AFPN) — We all
carry the baggage and lessons of our ancestors.
They shape and mold who we are. I thought it
would be fitting on Father’s Day to share my immigrant father’s story with you. His journey inspired
my Air Force service, and I hope it will make you
proud to be an American, grateful for your freedoms, and consider that immigration and diversity
make America stronger.
My father was born in Budapest, Hungary, in
1940 into a world engulfed in war. His father
Karoly, my grandfather, fought in World War II —
on the other side.
Grandfather Karoly survived a winter on the
Russian front fighting alongside the German army
and an 800-kilometer march through the Ukraine
where one out of three men died. I remember him
telling me he, too, would have died had not a
German NCO violently kicked him in the behind to
rouse him from a roadside nap that would have
surely ended in freezing to death.
Karoly was released from the Army and
returned to Budapest in early 1944 only to have his
neighborhood bombed by American B-24s. In the
summer of 1944, my dad can still remember the
day a German officer knocked on the door asking
for his father’s and the family’s identity papers to
prove they were not Jews. My grandfather could
retell the visit like it was yesterday.
“I’ve never seen such an immaculate uniform
in my entire life — pressed black fabric, dual lightening bolts on the collar. The officer was blond
with blue eyes. He stood erect and proper. I was
quite impressed, and he was rather nice to me,” he
would tell me.
Grandfather also nearly wet his pants. Though
his family was Catholic, documented and safe, he
was hiding a Jewish family in the coal cellar.
Punishment for such an act would have probably
sent the whole family to Auschwitz. Grandfather
had a big heart, but was a good liar; his secret was
never discovered.
The Russians liberated Budapest in the winter
of 1944 after a month-long artillery barrage. When
you visit my grandparents’ house in Budapest, you
can still see the shrapnel damage.
Worse wounds were to come. After the war the
Communists came to power and in 1947 nationalized everything, including Karoly’s restaurant.
Karoly’s restaurant was his livelihood and passion.
The Communists summarily took it away, and he
was hired as a bartender and maitre’d. I don’t think
he ever got over that indignation, but a good father
will do anything to provide.
Life got worse. Karoly’s wife, my grandmother,
a beautiful athlete who swam for Hungary in the
1936 Berlin Olympics, was diagnosed with brain
cancer in 1948 and died within a year. Grandfather
did not have much luck, but he did have a big heart
and three kids to care for. My dad was the oldest.
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My dad took free passage on a U.S.
troop ship across the Atlantic in
February 1957. He was 16 years old
when he steamed past the Statue of
Liberty. He remembers arriving in
America with only the clothes on his
back, $1.17 in his pocket and a bottle
of baby shampoo given to him at the
refugee camp. He spoke no English,
and had no high school diploma.

“

By Maj. Miklos Kiss

Life was tough for my dad in post-war
Hungary. My dad being the oldest, with his mother
dead, was loaded with burdens. The most memorable were carrying the coal up five flights of stairs
and riding his bicycle out of the city to bring home
milk for his little brother. Despite hardships, Dad
still found time to play water polo at his city high
school and dream of a better life.
That opportunity came to him and all
Hungarians in November 1956. A student uprising
grew into popular revolution against the Sovietbacked government. Taking over armories, the
revolution was initially successful and the Soviets
were ousted from Budapest. For a few glorious
days Hungary was free.
A week later the Soviets came back — with
tanks. No matter how fervent the desire to be free,
it means little in the face of a tank battalion. It was
under these circumstances my father, then 16 years
old, decided to flee with 200,000 of his countrymen to the west.
On a cold November night my dad told grandfather Karoly he was leaving. He wanted no part of
Communist Hungary. Grandfather was none too
happy about saying goodbye to his oldest son,
much less the possibility he might be killed trying
to escape. Neither one has ever told me if they
argued or fought over it that night, but my dad was
determined to leave with or without permission.
The Russians were not in control of the entire
country yet, and word on the street was the border
to Austria was still porous.
The next morning my father and his buddy
Tamas Hefner (yes, a distant relative of Hugh)
walked down the apartment stairs to catch a train
west to the border. Tamas did not make it past the
corner; his father was working outside and sent
him back home. My dad made the trip to the
border alone. (Forty years later, while working in
the U.S. Embassy in Budapest, I looked up Tamas
Hefner. He is a successful banker and still friends
with my dad.)
You could not just waltz across the border into
Austria. The official crossing was closed. Where
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one could cross via farmland, there were open
plains, a freezing stream and Russian patrols. A
daytime crossing would result in being shot. The
cover of darkness offered the only chance to
escape, and thousands did.
After the sun went down my dad headed
toward the Austrian border. Stripping down he
waded across an icy stream with his clothes in a
bundle held above his head. After crossing, he put
his clothes back on. Still reasonably wet he began
the final run. During his night dash across the
border my father still remembers every fourth
bullet out of the machine gun was a tracer.
My dad still loves Austrian farmers. Once
across the border he was literally put up in a barn
hayloft. Kind-hearted Austrians repeated similar
gestures for weeks along the Hungarian border.
The Americans, having somewhat spurred the
Hungarian revolution of 1956, set up refugee
camps for the exodus and arranged transportation
to the United States. It is here that my family’s
loyalty to this generous nation begins.
My dad took free passage on a U.S. troop ship
across the Atlantic in February 1957. He was 16
years old when he steamed past the Statue of
Liberty. He remembers arriving in America with
only the clothes on his back, $1.17 in his pocket
and a bottle of baby shampoo given to him at the
refugee camp. He spoke no English, and had no
high school diploma.
The rest of the story offers a glimpse of why
America can be a beacon of hope. In a thick
Hungarian accent my dad will state: “Anyone who
wants to work can make it in America.” Living in
the basement of an uncle who immigrated to the
U.S. in the 1930s, my dad took the train from New
Jersey to New York every day to work in
Manhattan’s kitchens. He worked constantly, took
night school, got his General Education
Development certificate and learned English.
In 1965, he was drafted in the Army and served
in the military police in Darmstadt, Germany. He
met my mom, another Hungarian, while on leave in
the Netherlands. After his two-year Army stint, he
got married and returned to America where he
continued to work long hours in hotel kitchens.
My dad loved to say, “God helps those who
help themselves.” He lived those words, and
through hard work, thrift and perseverance he won
the American dream. He bought a home in
suburban New Jersey, raised two kids with mom,
took the family on vacations back to the old
country every fourth summer, fixed his own car
and sent two kids to college.
During the prime of his career my dad was the
executive chef of the famous “Windows on the
World” restaurant atop World Trade Center Two in
New York City. Pretty good for a guy who showed
up here speaking no English, $1.17 in his pocket
and a bottle of shampoo. He loves to tell this story
and say “Only in America!”
I owe America for the opportunity afforded my
immigrant family; it is why I joined the Air Force.
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Academy grads team up for reality show
By Staff Sgt. Phyllis Duff
Air Force Print News

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — In a “quest for a
promised hidden treasure,” a team of three former
Air Force officers are competing against nine teams
on NBC’s new adventure series “Treasure Hunters.”
The team of Academy graduates includes husband
and wife Matt and Brooke Rillos and their friend
Matt Zitzlsperger.
They heard of tryouts for the reality-based TV show
and decided to go for it — sending in a picture and a
short biography of their team. Stationed at Los Angeles
Air Force Base, Calif., at the time, the trio — named
“Team Air Force” — earned an interview, Mrs. Rillos
said.
To “play it up a little,” the team went to the interview dressed in fatigues, Mr. Zitzlsperger said.
How does one prepare for a reality show?
“Join the Air Force,” Mrs. Rillos said.

Although no longer affiliated with the Air Force,
the former Airmen said they the pulled strength, experience and training needed to succeed in the show from
their time in the Air Force.
While at the Academy they all participated in
NCAA Division 1 athletics. Mrs. Rillos, originally from
Thornton, Colo., played on the volleyball team. Mr.
Zitzlsperger, originally from Wayzata, Minn., was a
center and wing on the ice hockey team. And Mr.
Rillos, from Golden, Colo., was a running back on the
Falcons football team.
Team Air Force is up against nine other treasure
seekers — young professionals, ex-CIA agents, selfproclaimed geniuses and beauty queens. The team
says it is ready.
Mr. Rillos said the hardest part of the competition will be intellectual challenges.
“You know there’s going to be some kind of
puzzles. But, you either know it or you don’t — or
you’re going to figure it out along the way,” he said.

By Academy Spirit staff

Air Force
awards
law dept.
IMA

An Academy assistant law professor
has been selected to receive the Air
Force’s 2006 Judge Advocate
Outstanding Career Armed Services
Attorney Award.
The Academy Law Department’s Lt.
Col. Pamela Perry went from a new
active duty judge advocate in 2001,
leading the way in administering military justice and adverse action programs,
to the senior individual mobilization
augmentee to the law department’s head

“Since this is the first show, you don’t know what you’re
getting into,” Mr. Rillos said.
For 10 episodes this summer, teams will gather
clues from across the globe, which will lead them to
the treasure — and an undisclosed reward — on the
final episode.
“I think growing up in the United States, we really
take our history for granted,” Mrs. Rillos said. “We
always look to other countries and think that they
have such rich history. And I think going through this
helped me realize we have a really rich history as
well.”
Internet blogs are abuzz already about Team Air
Force.
One Texas blogger wrote, “They are the Air Force
and probably will enter this game with the same intensity (with which) their fellow comrades entered into
Iraq.”
“Treasure Hunters,” taped in September 2005,
airs Sundays at 6 p.m., Mountain Time.

and permanent professor.
“She is a seasoned member of the
Air Reserve Component who has developed and become one of the foremost
leaders in the Alternate Dispute
Resolution,” said Col. Paul Pirog,
Department of Law head.
Colonel Perry directed and taught
Principles of Negotiation, a popular
social sciences division elective, and
was consistently rated by cadets in the
top 10 percent of Academy instructors.
She has served as adjunction faculty
in a variety of courses at the Air

University and mediated hundreds of
employment cases that saved the Air
Force hundreds of thousands of dollars
and countless man hours.
Colonel Pirog noted her participation in the local community and professional organization and work as a mentor
and leader of cadets as well as active duty
and reserve people.
”She has an innate ability to facilitate learning across the spectrum of
courses that makes her a premier Air
Reserve Component educator, mentor
and leader,” said the DFL head.
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Damaged satellite returns to Academy
FalconSat program
aims high despite
launch problem
By John Van Winkle
Academy Public Affairs

A satellite originally thought lost, then recovered
in the Pacific Ocean, returned to its Academy home
Monday at the Department of Astronautical Engineering.
The cadet-built FalconSAT-2 small satellite was
part of the payload for the maiden flight of the SpaceX
Falcon I rocket, launched from the 720-acre Omelek
Island, part of the Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Test
Site on Kwajalien Atoll, in the Marshall Islands.
The commercially-built rocket lifted off on March
24 with the Academy satellite on board, but the rocket
developed problems shortly after liftoff.
“At T+25 seconds, a fuel leak of currently unknown
origin caused a fire around the top of the main engine
that cut into the first state of the helium pneumatic
system,” said Elon Musk, CEO of SpaceX.
“On high resolution imagery, the fire is clearly
visible within seconds after liftoff. Once the pneumatic
pressure decayed below a critical value, the spring return
safety function of the pre-valves forced them closed, shutting down the main engine at T+29 seconds,” said Mr.
Musk, citing his company’s preliminary analysis.
With the main engine shut down, the rocket then
impacted a shallow reef on the ocean side of Omelek
Island.
However, FalconSAT-2 did not wind up on the coral
reef or in the Pacific Ocean. It was blown free from the
launch vehicle on impact and later discovered in a
storage shed on Omelek. FalconSAT-2 crashed through
the roof of the shed, coming to rest just a few feet from
the shipping container used to deliver it to the launch
site.
The satellite’s solar arrays and batteries are destroyed.
Its antennas are gone and the scientific instruments are
also shattered
“The structure survived terminal velocity, which says

discussion &

signing

Courtesy photo

Falcon Sat-2 after recovery.

a lot about the cadets’ design, analysis and construction
skills,” Lt. Col. Tim Lawrence, director of the Academy’s
Space Systems Research Center.
The flight model of FalconSAT-2 will likely become
a future display item, with a location to be determined.
“Although the cadets are disappointed in the failure,
they realize that life goes on,” said Colonel Lawrence.
Cadets finished the FalconSAT-3 flight model
recently and are conducting thermal/vacuum and vibration tests on it at Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M.
The Academy satellite will be delivered to the
carrier, Lockheed Martin, on Sept. 14. Launch for
FalconSAT-3 is scheduled aboard a Lockheed Martin
Atlas V launch vehicle as a secondary payload in October
or November.
Work is also underway on the Academy’s next satellite. Conceptual design of FalconSAT-4 began in January
2005 with a symposium at which 25 different possible
payloads were presented. Conceptual design ended in
May and construction of the FalconSAT-4 engineering
model begins with the fall semester.
“Since the launch failure, many former cadets from

the FalconSAT program have sent e-mails expressing
their disappointment at the result, but also relaying
many glowing comments on how much they learned in
the program and how it has made them better officers,”
said Colonel Lawrence. “Over the past six years, approximately 180 cadets and 20 faculty members have had a
unique space experience. Their comments have been
amplified by many former faculty, staff and friends of
the Academy, who feel our loss, but also understand the
importance of the valuable lessons FalconSAT teaches
every day to every cadet involved in the program.”
Meanwhile, the launch company continues to delve
into the details of the accident, and will partner with
government agencies in an official investigation.
“Our plan at this point is to analyze data and debris
to be certain that the preliminary analysis is correct
and then isolate and address all possible causes for the
fuel leak,” said Mr. Musk. “In addition, we will do
another ground-up systems review of the entire vehicle
to flush out any other potential issues.”
Mr. Musk hopes that his company’s next launch will
occur in less than six months.
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FalconSat-2 before launch.
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Welcome
From Page 1
wasn’t too tough doing the spin up and
wind down getting back. The main thing
was to give my wife a break.”
Mark Helmkamp had to care for his
two daughters while his wife was deployed
for four months in Iraq.
“The hard part was picking up what
she did,” said Mr. Helmkamp, who works
full time as a highway designer. “I went
to functions Sergeant Blansett held, but
felt out of place as a husband. This was
our first deployment, and everything went
well. It’s pretty much back to normal
now.”
Even with experience, heading into
a combat zone isn’t easy.
Capt. Scott Steigerwald, a bio environmental technician, spent five months
in Baghdad.
“When we got there, we looked up and

two rockets had been fired,” said Captain
Steirgerwald. “It was a bit of a pucker
factor, but a reminder it’s a combat zone.
It was a small garrison, so everyone helps.
Good to go, better to be back.”
Captain Steirgerwald was prior enlisted
as a forward air controller. He had deployed
26 times, but this was his first deployment as an officer and first time deployed
while married.”
“When he first went, I worried a lot,”
said his wife Teresa. “From what he told
me, he was pretty safe.”
“We were exposed to indirect fire,” said
the captain. “Mortar fire every three to four
days. Rockets were scarier because they
could aim pretty well. We were as safe as
you could be in Baghdad.”
“The transition back has been smooth.
The 10th ABW is a lot better than when I
was deploying as a flight controller. Before
it was take some rest and get back to work.”

Photo by Staff Sgt. Monte J. Volk

Photo by Dennis Rogers

Mr. Mark Helmkamp
helps his daughter
Abigail enjoy some
pizza at the welcome
home
event. Mr.
Helmkamp worked
full time and cared for
his two daughters
while his wife was
deployed to Iraq.
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Five local installation teams of special agents from the Office of
Special Investigations converged in Pine Valley housing June 13 for a
Crime Scene Investigation competition. The competition, put together
by a Front Range forensic science consultant, tested the teams’ ability to respond, process and investigate a crime scene. The co-winners
from this year’s competition were the Air Force OSI Det. 808, the
Academy and AFOSI Det. 803, Peterson Air Force Base. Agents from
both teams will be sent to compete at the next level.
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Ops Air Force brings cadets to the fight
By Senior Airman Tim Bazar
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) —
Nineteen Academy cadets have deployed
to Southwest Asia for a month as part of
Operation Air Force.
The career-broadening program
brought a total of 52 senior cadets to
three air bases in the region to learn more
about what they will do once they receive
their commissions. It also gives them
perspective on other career fields,
according to deployed leaders.
“The training the cadets receive here
will show them how motivated and qualified all our Airmen are,” said Col. John
Norton, 379th Air Expeditionary Wing
vice commander. “They’ll gain perspective on what’s happening in the Air Force
and how every (Air Force specialty) works
together.”
“Our goal is to enhance the training,
education and experience they’ve already
received to make them more well-rounded
officers,” said Lt. Col. Richard Williams,
3rd Cadet Group commander at the
Academy. “Each cadet already knows
(his or her) job, but we want them to
learn about other jobs related to theirs.
Not every cadet gets the opportunity
to deploy.
“Cadets were handpicked after several
record reviews and interviews,” Colonel
Williams said. “These cadets are in the
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Photo by Senior Sirman Tim Bazar

Cadet 1st Class Erica Olson, goes over a C-17 Globemaster III instrument
panel with Capt. Bruce Cohn on the flightline at a deployed location in
Southwest Asia June 15. Cadet Olson is among 19 Academy students
deployed to Southwest Asia as part of Operation Air Force to gain an operational perspective.

top 20 percent of their class.”
Although all cadets participate in
summer training at bases worldwide, only
cadets in their senior year get the chance
to deploy. Sophomores and juniors typically visit stateside bases and the occasional overseas base, the colonel said.

“Each summer, cadets learn more
about what it’s like in the operational Air
Force,” said Master Sgt. Robert McGill,
33rd Cadet Squadron military trainer.
“Their last summer at the Academy, they
will learn about how their job is done
while deployed, because on a grand scale,

that’s what the Air Force is all about.”
Cadets 1st Class Bryan Gibbs and
Erica Olson are two Academy seniors
here for the month-long training course.
“It’s great to see other sides of the Air
Force,” said Cadet Gibbs, working with
the F-15 crews of the 335th Expeditionary
Fighter Squadron. “Typically we only
see (technical) and master sergeants or
lieutenant colonels and colonels during
classes. It puts things in perspective to see
one- and two-stripers out on the flightline sweating to get the job done.”
So far the cadets have viewed
different airframes, loaded and unloaded
planes, and toured intelligence, tactics,
planning and scheduling and life support
flights.
“The interaction between officer and
enlisted is unreal,” said Cadet Olson,
who is currently working with 816th
Expeditionary Airlift Squadron C-17
crews. “The mutual respect they have is
great. Everyone across the board is so
professional and takes his or her job seriously.”
The cadets are adapting quickly to
deployed life, said Cadet Gibbs, the cadet
leader. They’re learning how the different
flights and offices in the Air Force work
together to get the job done.
But one thought still lingers.
“I really want to get in the cockpit and
fly one of these planes,” Cadet Olson
said.

“You who defend our country are the best at what you do.

I am writing this letter on behalf of
my wife Wendy and me. We
wanted to take this opportunity to
thank you personally for such a
pleasant home buying experience.
Cedric Johnson was our agent and
he went out of his way to ensure
that this experience would not only
be a success, but as painless as
possible. From our very first meeting with
Cedric, we knew that we had someone who was
genuinely interested in us and our situation. He made us feel at
home immediately. Cedric's attention to every detail and strong
work ethic are the reasons that we are in our house today.

I'm the best at what I do.”
“Having spent 21 years in the military service, I understand the challenges of the
military household. There are times when you need someone to help you assess
your situation and get you where you want to go. When you need a new home or
you're considering refinancing, call the Mortgage Expert.”
Cedric Johnson, Lt. Col (Ret) USAF

We’re Almost
Perfect...Well
Almost
•Purchase
•Refinance
•Debt Consolidation
“The Mortgage Experts”

Sincerely, Gregory E. Hotaling
CPT, IN United States Army

You’ll need an appraisal. Pull this out and get a free one!

A $450.00 Value!

649-3625

If Needed For Your Loan. A $450.00 Value! Must be presented at time of application. Appraisal fee
refunded at closing. Some restrictions apply. Expires 7/16/06
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Into the blue: cadets get taste of real thing
By Capt. Josie Stewart
96th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla.
(AFMCNS) — While they still have more
than a year to go before being commissioned into the United States Air Force, 50
Academy and Reserve Officer Training
Corps cadets will have a much clearer
picture of their roles and responsibilities
as an Air Force officer.
Thanks to Operation Air Force, created
from a 2004 mandate from the Secretary
of the Air Force and the Chief of Staff of
the Air Force, these cadets will be more
informed and more knowledgeable about
the operations and day-to-day experiences
in the Air Force.
“Air Force Materiel Command
supports this effort and this year we’re
able to host three times the cadets, to help
mold our future officers,” said Lt Col.
Anmy Torres, 96th Communications
Squadron commander and Team Eglin
Operation Air Force director.
The first of three sessions began June
4 when 10 cadets, all from the Academy,
arrived, anxiously waiting to see and participate in the day-to-day operations of the
Air Force.
“We want to ensure the cadets gain a
better understanding of wing organizations and the products and services Team
Eglin personnel produce and provide to the
Air Force,” she said. “We strive to provide

the cadets with an environment where
they can better appreciate what everyone
in the Air Force team brings to the fight,
the teamwork and the culture that exists
on every base.”
“I’m excited to get a first-hand look
at the job I will have in the Air Force after
I get commissioned,” said Cadet Brad
Breaux, an Academy rising senior from
New Iberia, La. “I know this opportunity
will allow me to get the answers to the questions I have about being an officer and engineer in the United States Air Force.”
The three-week program kicked off
June 5 with a full schedule, which included
meeting the Air Armament Center and
the 96th Air Base Wing commanders,
several briefings and various tours,
including the Air Force Armament
Museum and then wrapped up with a
social hosted by the installation
commander, Col. Dean Clemons, 96th
Air Base Wing commander. The
remainder of the time will be spent shadowing and working side-by-side with
volunteer officer and enlisted sponsors.
According to Colonel Torres, various
officer and enlisted personnel volunteered
to be mentors and sponsors for these cadets.
Her team matched senior cadets to sponsors who have the same Air Force specialty.
Other cadets were matched based on availability of volunteers.
“Having participated in the Operation
Air Force Program back in the summer of

Photo by Will VanderMate

Cadets 2nd Class Brad Breaux (left) and John Tekell test the Miniature Air
Launch Decoy on an F-16 at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., to make sure it
cleared the aircraft after it was released.

1996 while at the Academy, I know this
program is very effective in providing the
cadets an excellent idea of what to expect
after they graduate,” said Capt. Greg
Sevening, 329th Armament Systems Group
contracts manager. “It provides the cadets
an opportunity to interact with the individuals (officers, enlisted, civilian and contractors) they will one day be working with in
the next office, lab, plane, etc.”
In the Operation Air Force program,
sophomores receive hands-on experience
by participating in enlisted duties as an
entry level airman equivalent, in hopes of
gaining an enlisted perspective of the oper-

ational Air Force. These cadets shadow
senior non-commissioned officers.
Rising juniors, known as third lieutenants, receive tours of the 46th Test
Wing, 33rd Fighter Wing and tour all four
groups in the 96th Air Base Wing. They
are exposed to company grade officer
duties in both the operational and support
units through direct participation within
those units.
The seniors, known as lieutenants,
participate and gain career-field specific
experience in an area of interest to the
cadet or their Air Force Specialty Code
assignment.
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TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!

No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty personnel and their
dependents are eligible once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)
Are you a spouse of a military member?

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

“I love to swim.” Those words
are amazing coming from
Brandon, a vibrant 13 year old doctors thought would never walk. He
was diagnosed with cerebral palsy
shortly after birth. Today he is as
playful and mischievous as any
other kid his age.

When you need some Power behind your advertising message Call (719) 329-5236 for Details

With United Way providing funding, the Cerebral Palsy Association
helped cover out-of-pocket expenses of therapy and provided
wheelchairs and walkers for
Brandon over the years.
Roller coasters are Brandon’s
biggest thrill. When he describes
his favorites, his eyes light up.
Brandon has to work hard every
day just to keep moving, and with a
little help from his “friend,” he’ll
continue to push forward.

To learn more about our programs
or to make a pledge,

  



visit www.ppunitedway.org
or call 719-632-1543
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Zarqawi air strike showed aerial flexibility
By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AFPN) — The attack that killed
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi demonstrates the flexibility
that air assets give commanders, officials here said.
Brig. Gen. Stephen Hoog, an air planner with
Multinational Force Iraq, gave a timeline of the operation that resulted in the death June 7 of the most
wanted terrorist in Iraq.
An F-16 Fighting Falcon dropped two precision
bombs on a safe house near Baqubah, killing Zarqawi
and his spiritual adviser.
Nothing indicated this day would be different from
any other for Air Force pilots over the country, General
Hoog said. Two F-16s were conducting surveillance
to detect improvised explosive devices buried in or
along highways in Iraq.
The two aircraft topped off fuel from a KC-10
Extender and controllers redirected them to support coalition operations northeast of Baghdad, the general said.
“Soon after 6 p.m., the flight passed the location
of a safe house where Zarqawi was hiding,” he said.
At 6:11 p.m., one F-16 dropped one bomb on the
house and scored a direct hit. Minutes later, the jet
dropped another bomb on the same house and again
scored another direct hit, the general said.
The F-16 did not rely on people on the ground
pointing a laser at the house. Rather, the aircraft “lased”
the target from the air.
The raid was successful, ending the life and career
of the wanted terrorist in rubble.
The aircraft were the only coalition assets that
could act on the intelligence quickly, officials said. In
fact, while the bombs dropped at 6:11, the first coalition soldiers did not arrive at the site until 6:40, and that
was an 11-man military training team embedded with
a nearby Iraqi army unit.
Officials speaking on background said it was the

T
AI JI ACUPUNCTURE
• Acupuncture • Chinese Herbs • Herbal Facials
Do you suffer from
• Pain • Headache • Stress • Chemical Imbalance
• Depression • Menopause • Infertility • Painful Period
• Sinus Problem • Acid Reflux • Indigestion

We Can Help

Natural Harmonizing Healing

for active & recently retired military personnel & their spouses
www.taijiacupuncture.com

prudent thing to do to spare American lives. Rumors
in Baghdad said that Zarqawi always wore a suicide vest,
ready to pull the trigger if confronted by coalition
soldiers.
“In fact, we did not know the state of the defenses
in that house,” the official said. “It would have unnecessarily put Americans at risk to send them in when you
have the aerial option like that.”
Adding to the decision was the fact that the house
was isolated and chances of collateral damage was
minimal, officials said.
“We could still have done it in a city, but it would
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7710 N. Union Blvd • 719-559-4550

Army photo by Sgt. Zach Mott

Rubble and debris litter the site of the last safe house of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi in Hibhib, Iraq, June
8. The top insurgent target in Iraq, along with several of his associates, was killed during an air strike
on the house June 7.
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have been a much more involved decision,” the official said.
The F-16s continued to fly cover over the site until
relieved. It wasn’t until the next day, General Hoog said,
that the pilot learned who was the target.
The general emphasized that the attack was a team
effort. Persistent surveillance over the battlefield comes
from unmanned aerial vehicles such as the Global
Hawk and MQ-1 Predator unmanned aerial vehicles.
General Hoog said satellite surveillance also helped in
pinpointing the precise Global Positioning System
coordinates for dropping the second bomb.

ACADEMY
CHILDREN’S
DENTISTRY
• Certified pediatric specialist
• Graduate specialist in pediatric dentistry
from the University of Missouri.
PROUD TO BE A TRIWEST PROVIDER

Robert Dean Thoman, D.D.S.
1304 N. Academy Blvd • 596-2097
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You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:
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Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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U.S. team set for
chemistry Olympiad
By Capt Uriah Orland
Academy Public Affairs

Officials named the four U.S. representatives and two alternates for the
38th International Chemistry Olympiad
in Gyeongsan, Republic of Korea. The
winners of the U.S. competition were
announced during a banquet Saturday.
The primary representatives are
Michael Blaisse, a recent graduate of
Bishop McDevitt High School in
Harrisburg, Penn.; Greg Brockman, a
senior from Red River High School in
Grand Forks, N.D.; Andrew Freddo, a
recent graduate of Manalapan High
School in Manalapan, N.J.; and Alex
Zozula, a recent graduate from East
Brunswick High School in East
Brunswick, N.J. Taylor Yi, a senior
from Westview High School in San
Diego, Calif., and Sydney Creutz, a
recent graduate from Albemarle High
School in Charlottesville, Va., were
selected as the first and second alternates for the international competition.
“It’s very exciting to be selected
for the international team,” said Andrew
Freddo, a three year participant at the
U.S. camp and last year’s first runnerup. “I’ve been waiting for this for three

years and it is surreal.”
Michael Blaisse was similarly
excited about being selected for the
international competition.
“Last year I was the second runnerup,” he said. “I’ve been working all year
and I feel like my hard work has paid
off.”
The winners competed in a twoweek camp at the Academy against 14
other high school students from around
the country, demonstrating their knowledge and skills in classroom lectures and
laboratory exercises covering analytical, organic, inorganic, physical and bio
chemistry.
During the international competition, the representatives will compete
against 260 students from 66 countries.
The participants will be tested by written
exams and laboratory techniques and
skills.
“The Academy mentors and instructors have done a great job preparing us
for Korea,” Blaisse said. “I’ll be
studying hard over the next two weeks
but I think we’ll all represent the United
States well.”
The United States has participated
in the international competition since
1984 and students have medaled consis-

Photo by Capt. Uriah Orland

The 2006 U.S. Chemistry Olympiad team (from left) Greg Brockman, a senior
from Red River High School in Grand Forks, N.D., Andrew Freddo, a graduate of Manalapan High School in Manalapan, N.J., Alex Zozula, a graduate
from East Brunswick High School in East Brunswick, N.J., and Michael
Blaisse, a graduate of Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg, Penn.,
pose after hearing the announcement of their selection to represent the U.S.
at the 38th International Chemistry Olympiad.

tently for the past nine years.
“The International Chemistry
Olympiad has played a significant role
as a venue for motivating gifted students,
not only to better understand and enjoy
chemistry through fair competition, but
also build up friendship among partic-

ipants from various countries,” said Dr.
Myung Oh, Republic of Korea’s Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Science
and Technology, in a news release.
Information about the 38th
International Chemistry Olympiad is
at: http://icho2006.kcsnet.or.kr/.
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Professor’s travels, teachings center on Israel
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

An Academy Middle East Politics instructor hopes
to share anecdotal experiences of the third annual Summer
Institute for Israel Studies at Brandeis University in
Walthan, Mass., and in Israel with cadets in the classroom.
Dr. Brent Talbot, Military Strategic Studies associate
professor, is also developing a course from knowledge
gained from a trip Wednesday entitled “the Israeli Way
of War,” which he plans to offer next year as an MSS
course.
“Many Air Force officers have and will find themselves in nearby Iraq as we continue stability and reconstruction operations there over the next few years,” said

Photo by Mike Lovett

Attendees discuss a point of interest during the
June 16, 2005 Israel Summer Institute at Brandeis
University in Waltham, Mass.

the retired Air Force F-111 navigator from Roy, Utah.
“In Israel, there is military cooperation ongoing,
primarily exchanges, where we learn from each other at
the tactical and operational levels; but these are smallscale. There is much we can learn from Israel due to its
extensive experience fighting against Palestinian terrorists that have operated inside Israel,” he said.
“Cadets going into security forces would be involved
with base security operations and defending against
insurgent attacks in Iraq,” he said. “Pilots and navigators will also be assigned to Iraq to fly in a ground
support role, flying close air support missions against insurgents. Others will fly transport and refueling missions
throughout the Middle Eastern region.”
Israelis, he said, are fighting their own war on terror
against Palestinians.
“They are not involved in the US coalition because
of the political ramifications of the Arab-Israeli conflict,”
the instructor said. “We cannot have Israeli allies helping
us in Afghanistan or Iraq as it would cause pandemonium among our Muslim allies. But we can learn from
Israeli efforts and apply those lessons elsewhere, which
is my intention through studying the Israeli use of
airpower in targeting and attacking Palestinian terrorists.”
He has researched the Israeli use of airpower.
“I’ve learned that through the use of airpower, Israel
has actually cut down the amount of collateral damage
to innocent Palestinians,” Dr. Talbot said. “In other
words, they are more accurate targeting the terrorists via
airpower than they were by going in with ground forces,
and they have reduced exposure of their own troops to
enemy fire. This is a significant finding that could prove
valuable to U.S. efforts in Iraq and elsewhere.”
He should know. He has taught Politics of the Middle
East, joint and coalition operations, civil military rela-

&RORUDGR6SULQJVQHZHVWVRXUFH
IRUDOOWKLQJV0HGLHYDO

tions, U.S. Foreign and National Security Policy,
Foundations of Air and Space Power and Military Strategy
in the Middle East.
Many of his classes deal with Israel as a civilization
and as part of the larger history of the Jewish people and
the Middle East.
“Our primary focus is on the Arab states, but we need
to address the Arab-Israeli conflict and discuss Israel from
that perspective, how its creation and existence as a state
impacts U.S. relations with Muslim states in the region,”
the associate professor said.
Most of his students major in Middle East studies
or political science. He has 27 cadets enrolled for this
fall’s offering.
He escorted cadets in 1993 on another Jewish Institute
for National Security Affairs sponsored trip. Four years
ago, he took 10 cadets to a JINSA sponsored backup
program in Washington, D.C.
“We learned much about Israeli and Jewish history
and culture,” he said. “We also studied Islamic art, politics of oil and we even met with Palestinians who support
democratic movements in Palestine. In essence, the trip
was almost as valuable as traveling to Israel itself.”
Through the JINSA sponsored Robert Perry Military
Academies in Israel, the Academy has sent 8-12 cadets
most years since 1991.
This summer’s group returned June 13 after a twoand a half week stay in Israel.
“They always enjoy the experience,” said the instructor.
“Many deem it life-changing and it significantly improves
their understanding and knowledge of the region.
Wednesday already found him at Brandeis University.
Twenty-one faculty members from institutions
,including the Academy and Trinity College Dublin, are
attending the third annual Summer Institute for Israel
Studies.
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NEWS BRIEFS
First Iraqi, Afghani
cadets arrive

The Academy’s first cadets from Iraq, Afghanistan,
Rwanda, Belize and Madagascar began their Academy
years Thursday.
They are among 20 new international basic cadet
trainees who began in-processing.
The new international basic cadet trainees hail
from: Afghanistan, Algeria, Belize, Bolivia, Colombia,
Guatemala, Iraq, Kenya, Korea, Madagascar, Oman,
Romania, Rwanda, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Suriname,
Taiwan, Thailand, Trinidad-Tobago and Tunisia. With
these additions, the Academy has 60 international
cadets.
International cadets complete the same academic,
athletic, character development and military training
as their American classmates, with the exception of any
military training that requires a secret clearance. Upon
graduation, the international cadets return to their
home nation, to serve in their homeland’s military.
The approximately 1,358 members of the Class of
2010 begin basic cadet training Thursday.

Calling all B&Bs
The Bed and Breakfast program for the Class of
2010 is well underway. There are approximately 375
appointees registered. Fifty more beds are needed to
accommodate them. The appointees arrive on June 28.
They need a place to stay and transportation to inprocessing at Doolittle Hall on June 29.
Any potential hosts who have not signed up can
do so at: www.usafa.org by clicking on the pale green
Bed & Breakfast box on right side of screen.
The success of this program depends on Academy
graduates, staff and friends who are willing to give their

time to host and share experiences with the Class of
2010 appointees.

Grad to lead
Space Command
Gen. Kevin P. Chilton, Academy Class of 1976
Distinguished Graduate, will take the reins of Air Force
Space Command during an assumption of command
ceremony at the Peterson Air Force Base parade grounds
Monday at 10:30 a.m. Gen. T. Michael Moseley, Air
Force Chief of Staff, will officiate the ceremony. General
Chilton was confirmed by the U.S. Senate for appointment to the grade of general with assignment as
Commander, Air Force Space Command, on May 19.
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for implementing NSPS early this summer.
The NSPS is intended to streamline cumbersome
personnel rules and make it easier for managers to
both reward stellar performance and correct sub-par
performance among the Defense Department’s 650,000
civil service employees. The system also includes a
means to rate leaders on management functions.
Civilian employees from 12 Department of Defense
organizations, including the Secretary of the Air Force
Manpower and Reserve Affairs office, elements of
Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma and the Air Force
Audit Agency, have transitioned to the new personnel
program.
Additional information will be posted at
http://intraweb.usafa.af.mil/dpc/nsps/nsps.htm it
becomes available.

Rodeo rounds up volunteers Quarterly assignment listing
The annual Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo needs volunteers for Academy Day July 16. Thirty-five people are
needed for VIP parking, security, ushering and various
other duties. Three to five volunteers are needed for
stall management plus four-man teams for wild cow
milking. Volunteering is not limited to active duty. For
more information, contact Master Sgt. Jackie McCoy
at 333-5533 or jackie.mccoy@usafa.af.mil or Tech.
Sgt. Teresa Hatch at 333-8839 or teresa.hatch@
usafa.af.mil.

NSPS system rolls on
Implementation of the National Security Personnel
System for civil service employees is on track for
Academy personnel.
The next two phases of implementation for the
Academy are October and January 2007. The civilian
personnel office expects to have new projected dates

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFPN)
— The Enlisted Quarterly Assignment Listing, or
EQUAL, will be available July 11 for Airmen returning
from overseas and for continental United States mandatory movers from November, 2006 through January 2007.
Airmen need to work through their military
personnel flight or their commander’s support staff to
update their preferences by July 27. Deployed Airmen
must work with their PERSCO representative to update
assignment preferences. Airmen will be notified of
their selection by mid-August, according to Air Force
Personnel Center officials.
EQUAL advertises upcoming assignment requirements, by Air Force specialty code and rank. Airmen
should review, prioritize and update their assignment
preferences based on the EQUAL list.
Airmen can view the list via the Assignment
Management System on the AFPC secure Web site or
at local military personnel flights.
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Airmen use lessons learned 10 years after KhobarTowers
Staff Sgt. Phyllis Duff
Air Force Print News

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — It was around 10
p.m. on June 25, 1996, when Staff Sgt. Alfredo
Guerrero went to check the security post on the
rooftop of an eight-story Khobar Towers apartment
building at Dhahran Air Base, Saudi Arabia. He
asked the sentry on watch if everything was OK.
Below them, residents in the rooms were settling
in for the night. Most were with the 4404th Wing —
protectors of the “no fly zone” in Southern Iraq in
support of Operation Southern Watch.
Some Airmen were writing letters or calling
home. Some were playing cards or shooting pool in
the recreation room. Others were showering and
some were already asleep. For many, there were only
a handful of days left on their tour before the
“Freedom Bird” would fly them back home from
their deployment.
As the two security policemen talked, Sergeant
Guerrero noticed an olive drab gas truck following a
white Chevy Caprice. Winding their way through the
parking lot, the car came down the fence line and
parked, flashing its headlights. The truck nudged its
way up to the perimeter fence. A two-lane street ran
between the fence and the building.
Two white-robed men wearing the traditional red
and white checkered headdress got out of the truck
and ran to the car.
Sergeant Guerrero’s heart jolted. The sedan
peeled out and was soon out of sight.
“At that point I knew that something pretty big
was about to happen,” Sergeant Guerrero said.
In a split second, he radioed the control center
about what was happening. As he called for an evacuation of the apartment building, his sentry was on
it, running for the rooftop door. A second sentry,
who had been guarding the other side of the
building, followed suit.
Fists pounding doors and scuffling boots echoed
down the corridor of the eighth floor.
“We need to evacuate! Get out now!” the sentries
yelled.
The doors crashed open and a growing group of
Airmen scuttled down the stairwell to the seventh
floor.
In the apartment building next door, an Airman
lay down to sleep. He pulled a scratchy Army blanket
over his head to keep out the meat-locker cold of his
air conditioned room.
“Just two more weeks and I’ll be home,” then
Staff Sgt. Bob Oldham thought to himself, his eyes
getting heavy.
Then there was a massive boom. The explosion
rocked Sergeant Oldham’s room and he froze. He
thought the floors were collapsing as the intense
sounds reverberated through the apartment complex.
The blast blew away the whole face of Bldg.
131. The explosion’s massive force twisted Sergeant
Guerrero around. He checked himself to see if he
was still alive.
“Everything went pitch black — I couldn’t see
anything, couldn’t hear anything,” Sergeant Guerrero
said. As the dust settled, “I was looking at the lights
of downtown Dhahran,” from where seconds before
a concrete wall had stood.
All around him was wreckage. The wounds on
his face didn’t faze him as he pulled bits of furniture
and masonry off an Airman who a minute ago had
been right behind him helping with the evacuation.
Pulling the Airman to his feet, he put his arm around
his shoulder and led him down the seven flights of
stairs.
Sergeant Oldham sat up in bed and went to get
up.
“Ow!” he said as a shard of glass dug into his

Courtesy photo

Nineteen Airmen died and hundreds were injured in the terrorist attack at Khobar Towers in Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia, on June 25, 1996. The front of Bldg. 131 was blown off when a fuel truck parked nearby
was detonated by terrorists.

barefoot heel. “I decided it was time to grab some
shoes and my dog tags and get the hell out of there,”
said the former active-duty supply troop.
Outside, those who could helped the wounded
and tended to the dead. The sergeant witnessed the
rows upon rows of seriously wounded and bleeding.
He attributes organization and everyone’s will “to
keep it together” as a key factor in minimizing the
death toll.
“Self-aid and buddy care, an annual training, is
what saved the victims. It’ll save your life and that’s
the bottom line. You’d be surprised what comes back
to you — how to apply bandages, splint an arm,
treating for shock,” said Sergeant Oldham, now a
master sergeant with the Arkansas Air National
Guard.
After the tragedy, with three hours still left on
his shift, Sergeant Guerrero went back to his post
and continued his vigilant watch.
“People were looking at me like I was a ghost or
something,” he said.
“As cops, we do this kind of stuff all of the time,
and 99 percent of the time nothing ever comes of it,”
Sergeant Guerrero said. “Eventually, it’s going to
count. That’s why motivation and practice — doing
what you’re supposed to do — is so important.”
Then on July 3, 1996 — while still deployed in
Saudi Arabia — Sergeant Guerrero received the
Purple Heart Medal and Airman’s Medal for his
heroicc actions from then Air Force Chief of Staff
Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman.
Security forces troops who come across him
today know the sergeant is the hero who they’ve
studied about in their career development course
books and training.
It has been a decade since the tragic terrorist
attack on Khobar Towers. The target? Americans.
Nineteen Airmen died in the blast and hundreds of
servicemembers — including Saudis and those from
other countries — were wounded.
The tanker truck, packed with an estimated
5,000 pounds of plastic explosives, blasted the face
off Bldg. 131, ripping the concrete face off the
building housing America’s troops. It left behind a
crater 35-feet by 85-feet.
And it left countless scarred hearts.
The attack changed the way the Air Force viewed
force protection. On June 21, 2001 — almost five
years to the day after the tragedy — Attorney

General John Ashcroft announced the indictment of
14 people on charges of murder and conspiracy in
connection with the attack.
Antiterrorism took the forefront in the Air Force.
“The mentality of the Air Force has changed.
Everything has changed,” Sergeant Guerrero said. “I
was glad to be a part of that. We’ve gotten so much
better since that incident.”
Because of the attack, the Air Force developed
the Level II Antiterrorism course, increased stand-off
distances, and improved communication.
“It’s just sad that 19 people had to die for us to
change our mentality,” the sergeant said.
So Sergeant Guerrero believes that force protection is everybody’s business.
“It doesn’t matter who they are. Everybody’s a
sensor now. There aren’t enough cops out there to
see everything. It’s everybody’s responsibility to
report what’s going on,” said Sergeant Guerrero, who
is from Modesto, Calif., and is now stationed at
Barksdale Air Force Base, La. He teaches antiterrorism there and abroad.
The main focus of antiterrorism efforts is to
make people a harder target to reach, said Tech. Sgt.
Bryce Van Devender of the 37th Security Forces
Squadron’s anti-terrorism department at Lackland
AFB, Texas.
“The Air Force makes people less of a target by
implementing random access measures, doing
vulnerability assessments, giving awareness training,
forming force protection and threat working groups,
and creating structured emergency plans,” the
sergeant said.
But Sergeant Van Devender said no amount of
precaution will eliminate the threat to American
servicemembers, no matter where they serve.
“There always will be a threat from international
terrorists, criminal threats, foreign intelligence,
domestic terrorists and so on,” he said. “The world is
always changing and terrorism along with it. With
the United States going to war against terrorism we
have to be aware of the threat at all times and make
ourselves as unpredictable and uninviting as
possible.”
In a commentary that ran on Air Force Print
News in January 2006,
(www.af.mil/news/story.asp?storyID123014601),
Col. Brad Spacy, Air Force headquarters security
See KHOBAR, Page 15
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New frequency, other changes in the air at KAFA
By Eddie Kovsky
Academy Spirit staff

The local cadet radio station,
KAFA, will relaunch with a new
frequency before the end of June.
When the station changes
frequency to 97.7 FM, KAFA will be
easier to receive around the
Academy, and will even be picked up
around Colorado Springs. The station
will keep its call letters and phone
number, 333-KAFA.
“Our goal is to become the
Academy’s radio station, not just the
cadet radio station,” said Dave West,
station advisor. “The big thing right
now is to change our coverage. We’re
not aiming to reach into the city, but
the signal is available there. Springs
coverage might get a little better as
we improve coverage on base, but it’s
not our goal.”
Cadet DJs will be changing the
music selection, to help make the
station more accessible to a larger
audience.
“We’ve been playing a lot of Indy
rock you won’t hear,” said Cadet 2nd
Class Andrew Kemendo, KAFA
music director. “We’re trying to reach
a broader audience. It’ll be more
accessible, but still eclectic.”
“Mainstream’s not really the
word, just more palatable to a larger
audience,” said Mr. West. “There’s so
much awesome music out there that’s
new, you can’t play it all. We’re going

to try to pick the best of the new
stuff. We’re trying to hit those tunes
that are going to be popular but
aren’t quite there yet. What we’ve
played before is just everything.
We’re trying to pick the best of the
best.”
It’s not just cadets on the station
right now. An Air Force officer and a
military training NCO both have
their own shows on KAFA. They
perform with the air names Jesse
James and Eddie B.
“We want to have representatives
from more than just cadets,” said Mr.
West. “It’s good for the cadets to
hone their communication skills and
talk in front of an audience. Now
they can hear other guys do it.”
The station hopes to broadcast
more live events and promotions in
the coming year, including pre-game
coverage for home football games.
KAFA broadcast their first graduation this year.
This Fourth of July, KAFA will
broadcast music synchronized with
the fireworks display on the
Academy. The entire day will feature
Independence Day programming.
At the beginning of the school
year, the cadet directors at KAFA
will hold a DJ contest to look for new
on-air talent for the coming year.
Unlike previous years, KAFA is
looking to scale down the staff. The
aim is to select a small group of dedicated DJs instead of a larger staff.

Photo by Ken Carter

(Above) KAFA Music Director Cadet 2nd Class Andrew Kemendo is
ready to play what his audience wants to hear. His goal: to make KAFA
recognizable to on- and off-Academy listeners while improving all
aspects of programming.
Courtesy photo

(Left) KAFA advisor David West, plus Cadets 2nd Class Andrew
Kemendo, Bryce Johnson and Eric Hakos team up to broadcast live
from graduation May 31.

Vacation

It’s Our $1000 Spring Fix-It Giveaway!
Spring Is The Time To Fix It All With A Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC)
Renovation

Prime Minus 1% APR*
Just $99 Closing Costs!**
®

Get your HELOC today and you’ll be entered to win a $1,000 Gift Card to Home Depot !***

Call 719-264-1207

Education

Community Center, Building 5136

Consolidation
www.aafcu.com

In Colo. Spgs., Monument,
Fountain, & on the USAFA.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Credit limit to $30,000 to 85% of value; limit to $50,000 to 80%. Limited time offer. Rate is based on Prime minus 1% and is subject to change quarterly. Interest rate at time of application (Prime minus 1%) will be in effect until 12/31/06. Rate reverts to Prime with a ﬂoor of 6% (not higher than 18%) on 01/01/2007 and may adjust quarterly thereafter. As of 5/16/2006 Prime = 8.00%. Prime is the Prime rate as published in The Wall Street Journal. Terms from 60 – 180
months based on advance amount. Minimum advance - $500.00. Payment will stay the same until another advance. To reﬁnance an existing AAFCU loan, must take out an additional $5,000. Home Equity Line of Credit availability & requirements vary
from state-to-state. Residents outside Colorado, please call for further information. **$99 closing costs offer expires 12/31/2006. Membership requirements & other fees may apply. ***Winner will be selected by random draw. Limit one winner per member
household. No purchase or transaction is necessary to enter or to win. Visit aafcu.com for contest details and how to enter. We do business in accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law & the Equal Credit Opportunity Act. Branches also in Castle Rock, Elizabeth, Parker & Highlands Ranch.

Equal Housing
Lender
Your savings federally
insured to $100,000

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration,
a U.S. Government Agency

Federally Insured
by NCUA.

15

Academy Spirit
June 23, 2006

Khobar
From Page 13
forces and force protection commander, said the Air
Force needs to truly embrace the “every Airman is a
warrior” culture. Airmen must enlist the whole force
in defending an air base.
“All Airmen must be trained and equipped to
man ‘battle stations,’ and leaders must be prepared to
lead them in the ground fight,” the colonel wrote.
Colonel Spacy reminds Airmen that the whole
Air Force team will have to ensure the base remains
protected from penetrative attacks and insider
threats, and be ready to respond when called upon.
“This is the reality of the world today,” he said.
Ten years after the fateful attack, Sergeant
Oldham, of Shawneetown, Ill., still thinks of the
tragedy in Dhahran as surreal.
“You never expect something like that to happen
to you,” he said. “I wasn’t expecting a terrorist
attack, for God’s sake.”
Since the deadly attack, Sergeant Guerrero has
lived being totally aware of his surroundings — all
the things the antiterrorism courses teach. He has
instilled the practices into his day-to-day life, even
when he books an airplane flight.
Sergeant Guerrero said people have to open their
eyes and be more aware of their surroundings. They
no longer have a choice.
“We simply can’t walk around with blinders on,”
he said. “You’re a target. Be cautious in what you do.
Be observant. Know your threats. Train for the
inevitable.”
Courtesy photo

A memorial was created at the former Prince
Sultan Air Base, Saudi Arabia, to honor the 19
Airmen who lost their lives on June 25, 1996, in
the terrorist attack at Khobar Towers in Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia.
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Behind the scenes at BCT
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

This year’s basic cadet commander, Cadet 1st Class Brandon Dues
and deputies Cadets 1st Class Nathaniel Smith and Brittany Oligney
won’t change for continuity sake.
They may not be table names for the incoming 1,358 appointees,
but they could be in the future.
“A squadron of cadre has been added to accommodate the 40 cadet
squadrons and Doolie Day Out will take the place of the downtown
rodeo on July 16,” said Master Sgt. John “Chip” Coleman, the
Academy’s basic cadet training director.

More changes coming
More changes await the incoming appointees of the class of 2010.
While Sundays at Jacks Valley will not require physical conditioning, the rigorous Physical Conditioning program from Lackland Air
Force Base, Texas, will be conducted six days a week.
In-processing on day one will find the newcomers in full battle
dress uniforms as they walk past the class wall en-route to their
squadrons.
Sergeant Coleman and staff are busy getting lesson plans, study
guides, pre-pack bags, linen and equipment to the cadet commanders
for issue when the basics arrive. More cadre training is planned, with
preparations already underway for the BCT Kick Off Dinner
Wednesday.
Ten traditional harbingers of military intensity, military training
instructors wearing the legendary Smokey the Bear hats, will reappear
on the Academy for the fourth year.

Photo by Master Sgt. John Coleman

(Top) A military training instructor
inspects cadet cadre members preparing
for basic cadet training.
Photo by Joel Strayer

(Left) Tech Sgt. Massey addresses a basic
cadet at inprocessing last year.

Training administrators

Photo by Eddie Kovsky

(Above) Cadet cadre
members
practice
control of a marching
flight.

Plans are for about 70 air officers commanding and Academy military trainers, and a senior cadet cadre of 480, to adminster the intensive
training, said Sergeant Coleman, a 15-year Air Force veteran from
Clawon, Mich.
The MTIs are not the primary trainers of the basics. The cadre
members conduct 95 percent of the training with them.
“MTIs are here to mentor and guide the cadet cadre members so
they conduct training in a tough, professional manner,” said Sergeant
Coleman. “However, the MTIs will step in as necessary.”
“Planning for BCT starts as soon as the previous one ends,” said
Sergeant Coleman, a medic in the operational Air Force. “Two full time
MTIs plan and prepare year round for BCT curriculum development,
creating session plans, study guides, training 900 plus cadre members
and logistics. Throughout the year this is a busy office, and even more
so at this time of the year.”
The trainers, headed by Senior Master Sgt. Robert Lee, 34th
Training Squadron’s Jacks Valley superintendent, are working to insure
the courses damaged by weather and used by 40 military units are up to
par.

Revamping facilities
“Major efforts have been put into re-vamping the assault course,”
said Sergeant Lee, a 22-year Air Force veteran from Orange, Texas. “We
built two new low crawls, one high crawl and replaced the tunnels. We
also had new hardbacks built for medical and laundry services.”
And chow. Mitchell Hall is preparing for about 1,800 Jacks Valley
people to have meals for 10 days.
Mitchell Hall provides all meals to the basics and cadre while out
in Jacks Valley.
“Food is transferred from the warehouse in the dining facility on a
daily basis and cooked in the three kitchens that are established in the
valley,” said Ms. Veronica Vela, 10th Mission Support Group. “The
logistics staff procures several refrigeration and freezer trucks to store
perishable items.”
That’s accomplished while also fulfilling the mission in Mitchell
Hall to feed cadets involved in other summer programs and academics.
“The wait, production and logistics staff are split in two so both
missions can be met,” she said.
Photo by Master Sgt. John Coleman

Cadre members drill with
the BCT group flag.

Photo by Eddie Kovsky

(Below) Before learning to lead a marching
flight, cadre members go back to the basics
by practicing marching themselves.
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Arena
Wilson AllAmerican
Recent Air Force graduate Nick Wilson was named
to the 2006 ESPN The magazine Academic All-America
Track and Field/Cross
Country University Division
Third-Team, as voted on by
the Collegiate Sports
Information directors of
America. The Jacksonville,
Fla., native, a two-time
Mountain West Conference
Champion, graduated with a
3.45 grade-point-average in
mechanical engineering.
Wilson is a four-time honoree
on the MWC Academic AllConference team for both
cross country and track. He’s
the f irst Academic AllAmerica selection for the
track program since Dolly
Patel in 1996 and the first in
cross country since Chris
Nelson in 1991.

Golf tourney set
The 5th annual Academy
Chiefs and Shirts Golf
Tournament, honoring retiring
Command Chief, Chief
Master Sgt. Michael Eitnier,
tees off Wednesday at 1:30
p.m., at the Eisenhower Golf
Course. Registration starts at
noon with fees based on rank.
Entry fee includes cart
(required to keep play
moving), green fees and range
balls. Hackers packages available at $20 per team. All
proceeds benefit Academy
quality of life programs. Prizes
will be awarded to first, second
and third place teams, male/
female closest to the pin and
longest drives. For more information, call Karen Jacobs at
333-0464 or Scott Kottke at
338-5143.
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Minton brings hoops, home to Gulf
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

For decades, the Harlem Globetrotters
have pioneered playing basketball around
the world, leaving lasting impressions with
those they’ve touched.
Today, that same good will ambassador mindset is the driving force behind
“Operation Hardwood II,” a United Service
Organizations and Armed Forces
Entertainment combined program bringing
hoops from home to GIs in the Persian
Gulf.
This year’s program sent some of the
top NCAA basketball coaches and personalities, May 23-29, to coach the region’s
best military players in a championship
tournament.
The traveling group included former
Air Force head coach Reggie Minton.
The Connecticut native led the Falcons
for 16 seasons, 1985-2000, the longest
stint in Academy history. Compiling a
150-296 record, Minton faced and overcame the challenges inherent with coaching
at a military academy. His bluesuiter years
made the retired major appreciate what
troops are facing half a world away.
“It’s special here, 40 miles from Iraq.
The people coming through here are truly
in harm’s way,” Minton said in a phone
interview from Camp Victory, Kuwait.
“We brought a number of guys who made
sacrifices to be here, but those are small
compared to the sacrifices the armed forces
are making.”
Minton played on many service teams
while in uniform and was named to the AllAir Force team five straight years. That
background served him well in gauging the
level of play overseas.
“Some bases are small and some are
large. It’s like small high schools against
big high schools,” he said. “It varies based
on the number of people to draw from.”
Minton’s Camp Victory team was
comprised of security forces guarding the
closed base until all the equipment was

shipped out.
“We’re struggling,” Minton said in
assessing his club. “We’re not too big, not
too athletic and we don’t shoot too well.
But, they do a great job doing their duty
every day.”
This year’s “Operation Hardwood II”
tournament involved 12 teams, divided
into three pools. The top teams went into
a single-elimination round. The coaches
whose teams got bumped joined the
surviving teams’ staffs to continue working
with the GIs to show their appreciation.
The list of coaches read like a who’s
who among the collegiate ranks. Joining
Minton on the tour were: Rick Barnes,
University of Texas; Jim Crews, U.S
Military Academy; Mark Gottfried,
University of Alabama; Tom Izzo,
Michigan State University; Billy Lange,
U.S. Naval Academy; Bobby Lutz,
University of North Carolina, Charlotte;
Dave Odom, University of South Carolina;
Kelvin Sampson, University of Indiana;
Tubby Smith, University of Kentucky;
Gary Williams, the University of Maryland
and former Duke University player turned
ESPN commentator, Jay Bilas.
Gottfried, Odom, Lutz, Izzo, Sampson
and Bilas are veterans of “Operation
Hardwood I” and were inspired to return.
“I told the general here (Camp Arifjan,
Kuwait) as long as we have funding and
they want the coaches, I’m sure they’ll
come,” said Minton, who is the Deputy
Executive Director of the National
Association of Basketball Coaches.
As a member of the NABC’s management team, Minton is responsible for
working issues directly affecting college
basketball coaches, and works with NCAA
legislation to improve the game for players
and coaches. He’s the NABC’s primary
contact for Coaches versus Cancer, the
Coaches Support Network and Alumni
Program. He’s the chief liaison for the
association’s preseason basketball tournaments and coaches clinics. He serves as
a trustee for the Naismith Basketball Hall

Former Air Force men’s basketball
coach Reggie Minton stands at attention for the National Anthem prior to the
Operation Hardwood II Tournament in
Kuwait May 23-29.

of Fame and on the board of directors for
USA Basketball where he is Vice-President
for men’s programs.
From Kuwait, Minton and company
headed to Bahrain to visit Navy troops
before going home.
“We wanted to salute them on a flat
top (aircraft carrier), but it’s a little too far
out to sea,” the coach said. “So, we’ll go
to their base and let them know we’re
thinking of them, too.”
The dean of Falcon hoop mentors also
thinks about the Academy’s two NCAA
Tournament appearances in the last three
years.
“We’re so proud of what the players
and coaches have done,” Minton said.
“Hopefully, they’ll keep playing the way
they have, and represent the Academy and
the Air Force in a great manner.”
Much the way deployed GIs are playing
for the love of the game.

Adventure race
The Academy Outdoor
Recreation Center and the
Schriever Air Force Base
Fitness Center are presenting
an adventure race Aug. 4.
Four-member teams from all
Front Range military installations are invited. At least
one member of each team
must be female. The four- to
six-hour race is a crosscountry event featuring at
least two disciplines from
running, hiking, mountainbiking, kayak/canoeing, rock
climbing/rappelling and
roller
blading.
Orienteering/navigation skills
are important. Registration
is limited. For more information, call Seth Cannello
at 567-6658.

Photos by Army Sgt. Robert Adams

Former Air Force Falcon head basketball coach Reggie Minton huddles with his Camp Victory team at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait
May 24.
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TRW crunches numbers in big win Scoreboard
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

It was easy for the Dean of
the Faculty Mathematical
Department to figure out what
went wrong – they were outnumbered, by plenty.
The 34th Training Wing
rattled off 24 hits, 20 of them
singles, in just three innings,
en route to a one-sided 28-2
Academy Intramural Softball
League win over DFMS
Monday at Field # 1.
The game was called after
four innings thanks to the 20run mercy rule.
Ironically, it was scoreless
after one inning before TRW
paraded 15 men to the plate in
the top of the second. The
merry-go-round collected nine
hits, eight of those were singles.
“We’re definitely a singles
hitting
team,”
TRW
player/coach Jason Justice said.
“We have a couple guys who
can go deep, but, for the most
part, they’re singles.”
The inning began innocently enough when Tom Regen
walked and Bret Bridgewater
singled. Zach Barber, Jim
Bishop, Rob Sawtell and Bill
Garringer followed with consecutive run-scoring singles.
Another walk set the table for
two-run singles by Shawn
Wright and Jim Bishop, Jr.
A DFMS fielding error
extended the inning until two
batters later Bridgewater lined
a two-run single. Barber chased
Bridgewater home with a double
high off the left field wall that
caromed away from DFMS
outfielder Tony McKenzie.
The 11-run outburst was to

be a comfortable cushion, but
not a safe one until the Training
Wing defense negated the mathematicians’ offense in the
second.
With one out, DFMS’s Kris
Pruitt, Pat Munson and Dan
Finklestein stroked back-toback-to-back singles loading
the bases. TRW pitcher Russ
Meyer buckled down to strike
out Carlos Ortiz swinging and
induce Paul Alfonso to hit into
a second to short force play to
end the threat.
“You’ve got to have a good
defense and we do,” Meyer said.
“It’s the name of the game.”
It proved to be the beginning of the end DFMS when
they committed three errors on
two straight plays to open the
third inning. Training Wing
leadoff man Luis Diaz followed
by plating Garringer with a
single. Another Wright single
put two men on base for Casey
Carrigan who cleared them with
a towering home run to left.
Meyer helped his own cause
with an RBI single, knocking in
Jim Bishop Jr., who tripled one
at-bat earlier. Regen then got his
lone hit of the game, a two-run
homer.
Later in the inning Jim
Bishop laced a two-run single
as did Wright. With two runners
aboard Carrigan again went
yard, giving the third baseman
six RBIs in the inning.
“If people are on base, it’s
my job to get them in, pure and
simple,” the 8-year intramural
softball veteran said. “He
(DFMS
pitcher
Tim
Schaubroeck) was throwing
some beautiful pitches. I had
to jump on them. They looked

INTRAMURAL
Softball

TRW pitcher Russ Meyer delivers to DFMS at Field #1.

like beach balls.”
Thirteen hits and fifteen
runs later, TRW was in
command, 28-0.
DFMS averted a rare slowpitch shutout in the bottom of
the inning. Schaubroeck capitalized on three walks given up
by Meyer by ripping a two-run
double.
“You can’t walk anybody
in slow pitch,” said Meyer, who
normally has pin point control.
“I wasn’t happy with my
performance.”
The win, coupled with a
19-13 victory Tuesday over the
South Division leading

Directorate of Athletics, moved
TRW within one half game the
North Division leading 10th
Medical Group #1.
“Med Group 1 won the
championship last year and
they’re the team to beat,”
Carrigan said. “Everybody’s
gunning for them and we are,
too. When we play them it’s not
the biggest game of the year. We
just have to play our game.”
“We’ll go as far as our bats
take us,” Meyer added. “We’re
trying to keep the tempo up all
season. With 23 players on our
roster, we can rotate people in.
Everyone has to contribute.”

North
MDG#1
TRW
Comm
DRU
306FTG
DF

W
7
6
3
3
2
1

L
1
2
4
5
4
7

South
J&J
AH
SFS
CES
MDG#2
DFMS

W
6
6
4
4
3
0

L
1
2
3
4
5
7

June 15
MDG #1 31

CES 13

MDG #1 27

AH 7

AH 14

DRU 6

June 19
J&J 21

DF 11

J&J 20

Comm 19

TRW 28

DFMS 2

June 20
CES 13

Comm 3

CES 12

DF 11

DF 22

MDG #2 15

June 21
TRW 19

AH 13

SFS 20

TRW 19

DRU won by forfeit DFMS
June 22
Games played after press time.

Golf

Photos by Meggen Burghardt

DFMS runner Tony McKenzie slides as TRW third baseman Casey Carrigan waits for a throw.

Through June 14
Division 1 Points
Maintenance #1
34 TRW
Comm #1
DFM
306 FTG
DFEG
DFC
MDG #1
MDG #4

7.5
7
5.5
4.5
4
3
3
2.5
1

Division 2
Maintenance #2
98 FTS
MDG #2
MDG #3
DFBL
DFMS
DFMI
LGR
Comm #2

Points
9.5
6
6
5
4
3.5
3
3
0
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NOW,
TAKE $8 OFF
OIL CHANGES ON
*
ALL VEHICLES.
*Except F-16s, A-10s and B-2s.

JIFFY LUBE SIGNATURE SERVICE® OIL CHANGE:
• Change the oil with up to five (5) quarts of quality motor oil.
• Replace Oil Filter.
• Visually inspect antifreeze/coolant reservoir levels, engine air filtration
system, serpentine belts, brake fluid in transparent reservoirs, wiper
blades and exterior lights.

NORMALLY $31.99
NOW $23.99

JIFFY LUBE SIGNATURE
SERVICE OIL CHANGE

• Vacuum Interior Floors.
• Clean Exterior Windows.
• Lubricate Chassis (when applicable).
• Check Tire Pressure.
• Check and top off transmission/transaxle, differential,
power steering and windshield washer fluids.

Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Not valid with any other offer for same service. Not valid with synthetic oils. Valid only at locations listed. Jiffy Lube logo and
Jiffy Lube Signature Service® are registered trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2006 Jiffy Lube International, Inc. All rights reserved. Expires 6/25/06.

COLORADO SPRINGS
1005 North Academy Blvd.
719-570-1234
4075 North Academy Blvd.
719-593-1131

2310 South Academy Blvd.
719-390-9183

6630 Camden Blvd.
719-390-1117

3003 North Nevada Ave.
719-473-2695

2865 East Platte Ave.
719-636-1220

1504 Briargate Blvd.
719-528-1403
1815 Briargate Blvd.
719-272-0163

4470 Centennial Blvd.
719-536-9755
5360 Montebello Lane
719-594-4344

201 South Nevada Blvd.
719-471-4410
2103 East Platte Ave.
719-634-5269

3020 North Powers Blvd.
719-572-8048
5838 Tutt Blvd.
719-597-1007

COUPON CODE: 89U4N2

FALCON/PEYTON

PUEBLO

7535 McLaughlin Road
719-494-8005

116 East 6th Street
719-546-1111
1242 S.Prairie Ave.
719-564-1565

fire hazards and identifying hazard solutions. Lunch and course certificates
provided. Sign up by June 30 by calling
333-2051, or e-mail dennis.chaltry@
usafa.af.mil.

Operation Kids

CAC required for base access
Effective August 1 DoD personnel
will be required to present their Common
Access Card (CAC) for base access.
Proximity cards will no longer be
accepted as single authorized credential
for base access. Proximity cards will
only be accepted for Cadet Area entry.

July 4 fireworks
The Academy offers fireworks and
music to celebrate the Fourth of July, at
the Academy’s cadet athletic fields. Blue
Steel, from the Air Force Academy Band,
performs from 7 to 9:20 p.m., followed
by fireworks at 9:30 p.m. The fireworks
display is tentative, based on local fire
conditions. The event is open to all DoD
ID card holders.

Commissary hours
The commissary will be open for
regular operations July 4 from 9 a.m. to
7 p.m.

Youth fire safety camp
Children ages 8-12 are invited to
Fire Station 1, 602 Pine Drive, July 6 at
10 a.m. to learn fire safety tips, emergency
reporting, the importance of smoke detectors, stop drop and roll, recognizing home
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The Academy will “deploy” 50 youth,
ages 5 and older, to Camp Victory Aug.
26, from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sign up is July
10-19, Monday through Friday, 9-11 a.m.
or 1-3 p.m., at 9206 Airfield Drive. For
more info, call 333-3029.

Area Defense Counsel
The Area Defense Counsel is an
independent legal team for Academy
service members. Anyone concerned
about legal actions or allegations can
contact the ADC office at 333-2481. The
office is located in Building 2413, behind
the Cadet Clinic.

School and sports physicals
The family practice clinic is taking
appointments now for pediatric physicals. Appointments are available Tuesday
and Thursday afternoons and some
Saturdays in June. Call 457-2273 to
schedule.
Remember:
-Children under 18 must be with a
parent
-Bring shot record and physical form
to appointment
-If PCSing, wait until arrival to new
base — school may not honor out of
state documents
-Arrive 30 minutes prior to appointment to have immunizations verified
-Tricare does not pay for civilian
school/sports physicals

Fairchild construction

Military appreciation night

Extensive renovation on Fairchild
Hall has begun. The road and sidewalks
between the Terrazzo wall and Fairchild
Hall at the ground level will be closed to
non-construction traffic. Work is expected
to continue through September 2007.

The Colorado Springs Flames, a local
semi-pro football club, invite military
personnel to a game Saturday for military appreciation night. Tickets are $4 for
adults, $3 for children, and free for kids
ten and under. The game starts at 7 p.m.
at Fountain-Ft. Carson High School, 900
Jimmy Camp Road.

Children’s arts and crafts
classes
Registration is open for children’s
arts and crafts summer classes at the
Academy Arts and Crafts Center. Classes
run through July 26, and include courses
in clay arts, ceramics, origami, and
drawing. Cost is $4 per class for children
ages 5-12. Call 333-4579 for more information.

Unclaimed property
Numerous personal items have been
turned into the security forces investigation section. Anyone wishing to inquire
about any lost or abandoned property
should contact SFOI at 333-4347, Bldg
#8028 Security Drive, to identify and
claim the items.

Lipizzaner Stallions
The Lipizzaner Stallions perform at
the World Arena July 2. Tickets are $17.50
to $27.50. Charge by phone at 576-2626
or visit www.worldarena.com. Discounts
are available for active duty military.

Veterans’ Home Run 5K
Run/3K Walk
The Pikes Peak Road Runners
Veterans Home Run 5K Run/3K Walk is
July 2 at 7 a.m. in Memorial Park. This
is a veterans awareness fund raiser for the
Colorado Veterans Coalition’s Crawford
House, a home for veterans in need. For
more info visit www.pprrun.org, or
contact Jack Anthony at 567-7863 or at
jack.anthony.ctr@schriever.af.mil.

EarthFest Celebration

Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo
The annual Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo
is July 12-16 at the Norris-Penrose Events
Center. Tickets are $9.75 to $26.75, available at Ticketswest Outlets or by calling
576-2626. Military discounts available.

Children can indulge their creative
sides making animal masks or newspaper plant pots from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
June 24, at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo.
Kids of all ages are also invited to participate in the offbeat “Walk Like an
Animal” parade. And while the kids are
busy, adults can browse a wide variety of
conservation information booths. For
more information, visit http://www.
cmzoo.org/events.html.

CADET CHAPEL

Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
No weekday Masses during the summer

Protestant Service:
Sunday
Traditional - 10 a.m.

Veteran Donor
Luana Kennedy, a 10th Medical Group employee
and Colorado native, donates blood at the
Penrose-St. Francis mobile blood bank Tuesday
in the 10th MDG parking lot. Ms. Kennedy has
been donating blood as often as she can since
1971.

Jewish Services
For information about Jewish services,
please call (719) 338-2317

COMMUNITY CENTER
CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Reconciliation - 4 p.m.
Mass- 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 8 & 11:15 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 p.m.
(Begins Sept. 17)

Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Gospel - 9:15 a.m. (Base auditorium)
Traditional - 9:45 a.m.
Religious Formation - 9:30 a.m.
(begins Sept. 17)

Photo by Staff Sgt. Monte J. Volk
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The Action Line, 333-3900, is a forum to resolve
unanswered complaints. Call, write or send an e-mail
to action.line@usafa.af.mil. Items may also be faxed
to 333-4094, or mailed to:
Directorate of Public Affairs/ACTION LINE
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 312
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016.
Provide your name and telephone number.
Requests for anonymity will be respected. Before
contacting the ACTION LINE, be sure to use the
proper chain of command.
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*

Now it’s easier than ever to make your move to an
affordable single-family detached home, with low maintenance convenience!
• Extraordinary value, priced from the upper $100s
• Maintenance-free grounds and limited snow removal included
• Move-in ready with full-yard landscaping, free appliances and window coverings**

THE RICHMOND AMERICAN ADVANTAGE

OWN FOR AS LITTLE AS $747/MONTH! ***
PLUS, FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

$1 EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT
on all quick move-in homes that close by June 30, 2006.†

Experience Easy Living at the following communities today:
VILLAGE CENTERHIGHLANDS
From the low $200s
I-25 & Highway 105
719-487-8359

STETSON RIDGEHIGHLANDS
From the upper $100s
Marksheffel & Stetson Hills Boulevard
719-570-7247

FALCON TERRACE AT
SPRINGS RANCH
From the upper $100s
North Carefree & Peterson Road
719-499-5248

WILDWOOD AT NORTHGATE
From the upper $100s
Interquest & Voyager Parkway
719-488-4507

FALCON RIDGE
AT SPRINGS RANCH
From the upper $100s
Barnes & Marksheffel
719-637-3784

SIERRA SPRINGS
From the $160s
Academy & Astrozon
719-638-1574

Visit our website for a complete listing of communities and available homes.

888-402-HOME

RichmondAmerican.com

SALES CENTER HOURS:
Mon., 12 to 6 p.m.;
Tues. – Sun., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

*Easy Living communities include full-yard landscaping. Landscaping and limited snow removal will be maintained by the community’s Home Owner’s Association. Monthly HOA dues vary by community. Exterior of home is not HOA-maintained and is the home owner’s responsibility. **Offer valid only for new buyers on new
contracts signed at specified Easy Living communities or Southern Colorado communities on or after June 22, 2006 and on or before December 31, 2006 when financing is provided by HomeAmerican Mortgage Corporation and insurance is provided by American Home Insurance Agency, Inc. Up to $4,000 can be used toward
window coverings and appliances selected at the Richmond American Design Center. ***Example is based on a sales price of $200,000 with 80/15/5 combination financing consisting of a first mortgage of 80% of the sales price, a second mortgage of 15% of the sales price, and a 5% downpayment. The first mortgage is a 30 year
conventional, 5/1 Interest Only ARM loan in the amount of $160,000 with an interest rate of 3.99%. The monthly interest only payments for the first five years are $532.00. After the first five years, the payments are for principal and interest and the interest rate adjusts annually. APR=6.28%. The second mortgage is a 7.75% fixed
rate mortgage in the amount of $30,000 amortized over 30 years with a balloon in 15 years. The monthly principal and interest payment is fixed for 15 years in the amount of $214.93. APR=7.9339%. Taxes and hazard insurance are additional monthly charges and are not calculated in the above payments. Financing offer valid
when financing is provided by HomeAmerican Mortgage Corporation and insurance is provided by American Home Insurance Agency, Inc. Borrower to pay 1% origination fee and all customary closing costs. Offer is available to owner occupants only and subject to market availability and buyer qualification. Offer is subject to
change according to loan type, loan amount, and loan program. Actual rate will be based on the rate at time of interest rate lock. All offers must be mentioned at time of contract and are not valid on lot or community transfers or plan changes. †Offer valid for pre-qualified new buyers on new contracts signed on
or after June 22, 2006 and on or before June 25, 2006 which close by June 30, 2006. Buyers will need to pre-qualify with HomeAmerican Mortgage Corporation (HMC) at time of contract to establish financial ability to purchase home. Buyers are not required to obtain financing from HMC. Richmond American
Homes reserves the right to change or withdraw these offers at any time without notice. Prices, specifications and availability are subject to change at any time without notice. Square footage is approximate and subject to change. © 2006 Richmond American Homes of Colorado, Inc.

