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22 cadets
come up
ACES
By Dean of the Faculty staff

Twenty-two top-performing
cadets were named Dean’s Aces and
honored for their academic achievement at the fourth semi-annual Aces
Dinner hosted by Brig. Gen. Dana
Born and Mr. Tim Born at the Dean
of the Faculty’s home Sept. 6.
Within the 4,194-member Cadet
Wing, only 22 cadets earned a perfect
4.0 grade point average for the spring
semester 2006.
“The academic achievements
and embodiment of the ‘whole
person’ concept by each of these
cadets is truly remarkable,” General
Born said. “For the 13 members
graduating this year, the operational
Air Force will truly be getting our
best and brightest. Their talents will
be shared across occupational
specialties to include aviation, engineering, chemistry, acquisition, services and personnel.”
The outstanding accomplishments of the Aces extend well beyond
academic excellence. Nearly half of
these cadets distinguished themselves as members of the Superintendent’s List, and most of the
remaining ACEs earned honors as
members of either the Commandant’s
List or the Athletic List. Three are
varsity intercollegiate athletes and six
cadets recently returned from an
exchange semester at the U.S. Naval
Academy.
Cadet 1st Class Nicholas Shelly
and Cadets 2nd Class Kenneth
Grosselin and Adam Stooke garnered
the “Double Aces” distinction by
earning a 4.0 GPA for a second time
since the inception of the ACEs
program. Cadet Shelly earned his
f irst Ace during the Fall 2005
Semester. He was also recognized at
the Ace’s dinner for participating in
the German exchange program the
previous semester.
See ACES, Page 4
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Born to be mild
Cadet 3rd Class Preston Moon rounds a turn during the Pixie Bike contest on the Academy Outdoor Track as
part of the 3rd Annual Chaney King Bike Ride/Run Saturday. Moon, holding stuffed animal in inset, is joined by
winning teammates, left to right Cadet 3rd Class Trevor Johnson, Cadet 2nd Class Alan Calfee and Cadet 1st
Class Phil Becker. The fundraising event honors Cadet 2nd Class Chaney King, a Falcon Foundation
Scholarship student, who died from injuries resulting from an automobile accident in 2003.

Academy Civilian earns prestigious honor
By Academy Spirit staff

The Academy’s registrar and
Academic Affairs director received the
Meritorious Civilian Service award for
his key role in commissioning more than
12,000 graduates.
Dr. Dean Wilson was cited Sept. 6
for being a trusted advisor providing
critical leadership of multiple Academy
teams transforming the curriculum.
Lt. Gen. John Regni, Academy
superintendent, presented the award.
The citation noted that Dr. Wilson
provided schedule of calls, athletic and
military training requirements and use
of cadet time to meet institutional Air

Force requirements.
For 21 years, the professor has functioned in his position as the registrar
and director of Academic Affairs and for
13 of those years as one of the original
members of Academy’s faculty.
Dr. Wilson’s numerous triumphs
have left an indelible mark on this institution, the citation noted. His creation
and the subsequent success of Student
Academic Services has supported and
encouraged innumerable cadets to
achieve personal and professional goals
and become leaders of character.
“Through his daily interaction and
genuine concern for individual cadets —
See AWARD, Page 6

Courtesy Photo

Lt. Gen. John Regni, Academy
Superintendent presents the Meritorious Civilian Service Award to Dr. Dean
Wilson, Academic Affairs director.
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Airmen share personal 9/11 experiences
By Staff Sgt. James Wilkinson
436th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, Del. (AFPN) —
Monday marked five years since four airliners were
hijacked by al-Qaeda terrorists and used as weapons
against America, killing and injuring thousands and
launching a war on terrorism that is still being fought
at home and abroad.
Today, Airmen still have vivid recollections of
where they were and what they did while the events
of 9/11 transpired. Some were on scene while others
watched from afar, but all of their stories share some
common themes of patriotism, honor and a sense of
duty.

At Ground Zero
Master Sgt. Everrick Simmons was on leave
from the 436th Civil Engineer Squadron at Aviano
Air Base, Italy, to visit a friend and see the Hopkinsversus-Trinidad fight at Madison Square Garden in
New York City. He drove into Manhattan Sept. 10,
2001, and checked into a hotel on 71st Street.
“As I walked around the city, folks were
bumping into me, not saying ‘Excuse me’ and some
making disrespectful comments when I asked, ‘Can’t
you say excuse me?’” he said. “The stores and
restaurant workers weren’t too friendly either.”
“I wanted to leave, but (my friend) convinced me
to be patient and ignore the so-called New York attitude,” he said.
The next morning, Sergeant Simmons received a
phone call from his friend. She told him that a plane
crashed into one of the Twin Towers.
“I got dressed soaking wet, grabbed the camera
and car keys, and ran to the Central Park side of the
hotel,” he said. “There was smoke coming out the
tower and most people were saying that the pilot was
drunk.”
As of this point, he said people were carrying on
as if everything was normal. Suddenly, Sergeant
Simmons saw the second plane crash into the second
tower.
“Chants of being under attack, war and terrorists
filled the air,” he recollected. “People started running
away from buildings into Central Park.”
Sergeant Simmons reacted immediately and
jumped into his car and drove toward the World
Trade Center. He said there were checkpoints at
every traffic light but was able to make it to the
cordons on 12th Street using his military identification card.
“I found a safe spot next to the Hudson River
and lent a hand wherever needed,” he said. “I was a
water boy with a motorcycle rider until the first
tower started falling. We jumped in the car as the
wall of dust blew past the car. The car shook as if I
had broken down on the interstate and a semi tractor
trailer passed by.
“I couldn’t see anything outside as the dust
settled on the car. I could hear people screaming as
they walked by, feeling their way through the dust.
About 30 minutes went by before we could exit the
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car and see the river.”
A New York police officer then told him to leave
the area, so he cleaned his car windows and headed
back to the hotel.
In Manhattan, all land lines were down, cell
phones didn’t work and all exits out of the city were
temporarily closed.
Unlike his first impression of “rude” New
Yorkers the night before, Sergeant Simmons noticed
the World Trade Center attack had changed the attitudes of many New Yorkers, who became much
friendlier.
According to the sergeant, the city was like a
ghost town with the exception of city workers and
law enforcement. He was finally able to leave the
city Sept. 13, 2001, when he drove to his home state
of South Carolina.

Called to the Pentagon
Karen Giles, the director of the Charles C.
Carson Center for Mortuary Affairs, was preparing
to leave for work in Orlando, Fla., Sept. 11, 2001,
and saw a television news report of an airplane
crashing into one of the World Trade Center buildings in New York.

“

Chants of being
under attack, war and
terrorists filled the air.
People started running
away from buildings out
Central Park.”
— Master Sgt. Everrick Simmons
436th CIvil Engineer Squadron

“I thought it was a terrible error,” she said. “(I
thought) ‘How could they have been so off course?’”
When she watched as United Airlines Flight 175
crashed into the World Trade Center’s South Tower,
she said she realized the crashes had to be more than
just random chance. The subsequent attack on the
Pentagon only reaffirmed her theory.
“I knew the Dover Port Mortuary was probably
preparing to receive some — maybe all — of the
fatalities,” she said. “No one knew the exact numbers
that would need care.”
As a U.S. Air Force reservist with a background
in mortuary affairs, she knew it was only a matter of
time before her expertise would be called upon.
Though, when the call finally came, it was not to
deploy to Dover Air Force Base, Del., but to go to
the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and assist the U.S.
Army in search and recovery operations and establish a Joint Personal Effects Depot, or JPED.
A JPED was established to recover, inventory,
photograph, clean and service and return the
personal effects of all affected Pentagon fatalities,
both military and civilian, said Ms. Giles.
“One of the things I remember the most was
donning the personal protective equipment (which
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includes a full body suit, respirator and mask, two
sets of gloves, rubber boots and hard hat) and
walking into the large hole in the exterior of the
Pentagon,” she said. “(It was) eerie and dark with
emergency lighting providing enough light to see an
interior hole caused by the aircraft’s starboard engine
crashing through.”
“We knew we could not bring the lost back, but
we also knew that at times a watch or ring, religious
medallion, notebook or calendar or even a child’s
stuffed animal can bring closure and comfort to a
grieving family,” Ms. Giles said.
After the attacks, Ms. Giles was activated and
deployed to support Operations Enduring Freedom
and Iraqi Freedom as a lieutenant colonel. She was
then hired as the director of the Port Mortuary at
Dover AFB in July 2003.
“9/11 has changed my life forever in terms of
both my personal and professional life. Nothing in
my life has been the same after that day,” she said.
“It took me down paths I never would have gone
otherwise.”

Watching from a distance
Airman Basic Nathan Ramsey, of the 436th
Aerial Port Squadron at Dover AFB, Del., was a
freshman in high school during the 9/11 attacks. In
fact, his school, DeWitt Clinton High School in the
Bronx, N.Y., was within view of the Twin Towers in
lower Manhattan.
“I looked out the window of my English classroom and saw the mushroom cloud of what still
remained of the World Trade Center,” he recalled. “It
was shocking. A building I remembered as a little
kid — it stood strong (throughout) 18 years of my
life — and it was gone.”
Within minutes, he said his school was in panic.
Many of his classmates had family or friends who
worked there. The school tried to get everybody
home as soon as possible, but traffic was backed up
all the way to upstate New York.
“At that point, I knew we were at war,” he said.
“We were at war with people who had no mercy on
others’ lives. The number of loved ones who were
lost can never be replaced by any amount of money
or condolences.”
Airman Ramsey graduated from high school in
June 2005 and joined the Air Force in November,
partly because of the 9/11 attacks. He was considering joining the Army, when his brother, who was in
the Army, talked him into joining the Air Force.
“I wanted to do my time and serve my country,”
Airman Ramsey said. “As an aerial porter, it is an
honor to support the troops overseas with whatever
they need. Wherever they are, we can take it there.’
Airman Ramsey said he sees 9/11 as a sign that
told him to “get up and go.” And that’s exactly what
he did.
“9/11 was a great tragedy, but it planted a seed
of great courage in me and many others who joined
the armed forces in a time of war,” he said. “It will
be a constant reminder of the freedom that we
defend every day. We will never forget.’
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Supreme court justice interacts with Academy
By Capt. Trinh G. Warner
Department of Law assistant professor

Cadets and faculty were given a
rare opportunity Sept. 7 when they
welcomed Justice Samuel Alito, the
newest associate justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court, to the Academy.
Nominated by President George W.
Bush on Oct. 31, 2005, Justice Alito was
confirmed and began his duties as the
110th Supreme Court Justice Jan. 31.
Accompanied by his wife, Martha,
Justice Alito toured the Cadet Chapel,
Mitchell Hall and Cadet Squadron 14.
After the tour, he addressed more than
700 Academy cadets in Arnold Hall.
Cadet 2nd Class Matthew Tanis, of
Cadet Squadron 32, escorted Justice
Alito and his wife during the tour.
“It was one of those moments where
you take a step back and just try to
imagine how you ended up showing
one of the nine most important people
in the country around your campus,”
Cadet Tanis said. “Quite frankly, it was
an honor.”
During his Academy tour, Justice
Alito interacted with many cadets.
“I tend to be skeptical when it comes
to the effectiveness of the U.S. court
system, but Justice Alito gave me more
confidence there are individuals who
truly understand the law and its purpose
and are dedicated to ensuring it is properly executed,” Cadet 3rd Class Katie
Anderson of Cadet Squadron 14 said.
“It was enlightening to meet and hear
Justice Alito speak and I appreciate him
coming.”

After individual conversations with
cadets and his presentation, Justice Alito
said he was very impressed with not only
the professionalism and intelligence of
the cadets, but also by the sophistication and insightfulness of their knowledge of the law.
He complimented the diverse
curriculum offered at the Academy;
noting the number and types of law and
government courses offered here. He
said that it was important for future
military officers to study the law.
He said although he was a member
of Army ROTC in college and served
as a Signal Corps Officer in the Army
Reserve, he has a special place in his
heart for the Air Force. Justice Alito
explained both of his wife’s parents had
retired from the Air Force and she had
grown up traveling from one Air Force
base to another.
During his speech, Justice Alito
explained the workings of the Supreme
Court from an insider’s point of view.
Some cadets expressed surprise that
out of 8,000 appeals to the Supreme
Court each year, only about 80 are actually heard by the Court during its term
from the first Monday in October to
the end of April.
While interesting, especially to the
lawyers and students in law courses in
the audience, the highlight of the
evening was the extended time Justice
Alito spent answering cadet questions.
These ranged from how constitutional
issues are decided, to the influence of
international law on decisions to the
President’s constitutional powers as

Photo by Joel Strayer

U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Samuel Alito, his wife Martha and
their tour escort Cadet 2nd Class Matthew Tanis admire Aurora, a white Gyr
Falcon, the official mascot of the Academy perched on the arm of Cadet
Falconer Cadet 2nd Class Sean Gorden.

commander in chief. When a moderator noted “This will be the last question of the evening,” an audible sigh of
disappointment was heard from cadets.
Justice Alito several times noted the
highly intelligent quality of cadet questions, often comparing them to the
probing inquiries he received during
his recent confirmation hearings.
Born April 1, 1950 in Trenton, N.J.,
Justice Alito went to Princeton and
received his law degree from Yale. After
a clerkship with 3rd Circuit Judge
Leonard I. Garth, Justice Alito worked
as a front-line federal prosecutor in
New Jersey for four years. Under

President Ronald Reagan, Justice Alito
worked in the Office of the Solicitor
General, where for four years he helped
formulate the administration’s position
on various issues for review by the
Supreme Court.
Following three-years at the
Department of Justice as a deputy assistant attorney general, Justice Alito was
appointed U.S. Attorney for the District
of New Jersey. He held that position
until he was appointed in 1990 by the
first President Bush to be a judge for
the 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals. From
there, he was nominated and confirmed
to the U.S. Supreme Court.
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ACES
From Page 1
Dean’s Aces join an elite club, with the
member’s name permanently engraved and
prominently displayed on the recently
installed Dean’s Aces Board located next to
the cadet shoppette on the third floor of
Fairchild Hall.
“The Aces’ dinner is a unique experience
to meet with the senior leadership and share
perspectives in a more personal setting,”
Cadet Shelly said. “I am very grateful and
honored for the opportunity to interact with

such a smart and successful group. We appreciate General Born inviting us into her home
and providing an intimate atmosphere where
we can reflect on the Academy and the great
opportunities beyond. The shrimp and steak
never fail to motivate one to come back!”
Also attending the dinner were Academy
Superintendent Lt. Gen. John Regni, and
his wife Debby; the Vice Commandant of
Cadets Col. David LaRivee, the Deputy
Director of Athletics Mr. Bradley DeAustin
and the Vice Dean of the Faculty Col. Neal
Barlow and his wife Diana.

Dean of the Faculty Aces
Spring Semester 2006
Name

Photo by Danny Meyer

Dean of the Faculty Brig. Gen. Dana Born congratulates Cadet 2nd Class Adam
Stooke for his inclusion on the Spring Semester 2006 ACES list. Cadet Stooke is a
two-time ACES recipient for his 4.0 GPA.

Cadet Squadron

Class

Nathan Allred

CS 21

2007

Matthew Bar

CS 19

2007

Brian Crouse

CS 33

2007

Joshua Heacock

CS 16

2007

Ben Mundell

CS 21

2007

Steve Papp

CS 05

2007

Brian Pascuzzi

CS 17

2007

Christopher Schlener

CS 23

2007

Nicholas Shelly

CS 40

2007

Ashley N. Snyder

CS 20

2007

Thomas Steiner

CS 40

2007

Jonathan Stralka

CS 05

2007

Gabriel West

CS 31

2007

Kenneth Grosselin

CS 20

2008

Adam Stooke

CS 35

2008

Michael Yakima

CS 01

2008

Adam Comer

CS 37

2009

Joseph Curran

CS 34

2009

Brad DeWees

CS 22

2009

Katharine Kalamaroff

CS 39

2009

Dustin Nedolast

CS 29

2009
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Academically which way will they go?
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Discussions and hands-on interaction
of what each Academy major and minor
has to offer an officer with the degree and
what they can expect to do with it on active
duty highlighted Wednesday’s Majors Night
in Fairchild Hall.
“It’s not unusual for a new college
student to be unsure of what he or she
wants to major in,” said Maj. Melissa
Flattery, Dean of the Faculty’s academic
affairs officer. “In fact I don’t know very
many 18-year-olds, or many 40-year-olds,
who know exactly what career path they
want to follow for the rest of their lives so
Majors’ Night serves as a great opportunity to interact with instructors and officers who have experience in the fields in
which they think they may be interested.”
Regardless of what major is selected,
all cadets graduate with a bachelor of
science degree because of the significant
science and engineering core requirements
of three math, two physics, two chemistry,
biology, computer science and six engineering courses.
This is a campus where taking six
years to finish that four year degree is not
an option. Cadets must select a major by
mid-October of their sophomore or junior
year. They are afforded three separate
opportunities to attend Majors’ Night
before they must declare a major.
“It should be restated and emphasized
that aside from Majors’ Night our cadets
are surrounded by a caring faculty who are
always approachable on this subject as
confirmed by the recent article in The
Princeton Review,” said Major Flattery.
Well before Wednesday night’s
academics-fest, the Princeton Review’s
Best 361 Colleges article reported that the
Academy’s faculty remains number one for

accessibility to our cadets.
Imaginative academic department
exhibits with instructor and directors lined
the second floor of Fairchild Hall. There
was a display provided for every major and
minor. There were 20 academic departments, offering four divisional majors,
five interdisciplinary majors, 23 disciplinary majors for a total of 32 majors and
two minors in philosophy and foreign
language. Some departments offer
multiple majors.
Departments fielded spectacular
displays: robots, rockets, mice, human
brain tissue, space suits, videos, even live
snakes like Martha.
“Every department has something
fantastic to contribute,” said Major Flattery.
“But even more important is the verbal
interaction between instructors and cadets
on the adventures that await them.”
Cadets could and did use the opportunity to learn about self-improvement
through Student Services such as study
skills, graduate school programs and the
writing center.
How successful are Majors Nights?
“I don’t think it’s about metrics,” said
Major Flattery. “It’s about carving time
out of a very busy cadet schedule of calls
to provide one stop shopping where cadets
can interact with instructors, see what the
major or minor is about and ask all the questions they can pack into two hours.”
Every undeclared cadet has an advisor
called an Associate Air Officer
Commanding for Academics who serves
as a mentor and role model helping their
advisees select a major.
It is through each cadet’s AAOCA,
squadron academic officer and NCO, past
visits to Majors Nights and the guidance
and counseling provided by academic
instructors that prepared most cadets to
make the most of the evening.

)3#MPDL*ODPNF
5BY$PVSTF
TUBSUJOHTPPO
>H 8beYa" j^[ b[WZ[h _d jWn fh[fWhWj_ed" _i
Ykhh[djbo[dYekhW]_d]f[efb[je[dhebb_dj^[>H
8beYa?dYec[JWn9ekhi[$7\j[hYekhi[Yecfb[j_ed"
cWdo ikYY[ii\kb ijkZ[dji ^Wl[ ki[Z j^[_h ia_bbi je
[Whd[njhW_dYec[WijWnfhe\[ii_edWbi$ J^[>H
8beYa ?dYec[ JWn 9ekhi[ _i Z[i_]d[Z \eh Xkio
f[efb[m_j^`eXi"iY^eeb"WdZ\Wc_boYecc_jc[dji$
9bWii[i X[]_d ieed Wj Yedl[d_[dj beYWj_edi _d j^[
Wh[W$

Photo by John Van Winkle

The Department of Biology’s majors night exhibits have a decidedly cold
touch, as the department’s boa constrictor, Martha, inspects the department’s
space suit. By majoring in biology, cadets can begin working toward careers
studying the physiological effects of air and space flight, as well as careers in
health physics and physical therapy, as well as entry into medical school.

Dean of the Faculty officials did their
homework. There are about 1,264 fourth
class cadets and 448 undeclared third class
cadets who stood to benefit from Majors
Night.
“We also expect 162 bright-eyed cadet
candidates from the Preparatory School,”
said Major Flattery. “With 1,874 poten-
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tial customers, we expected the place would
be packed. The greatest thanks goes to
every faculty member who took time away
from their families and personal plans to
help ensure smart choices were made about
the significant, life-altering decision of
selecting an academic major and, if wanted,
a minor.”
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101 Critial Days statistics down, losses still too high
By Tech. Sgt. Roel Utley
Academy Spirit staff

The statistics show improvement. A 38 percent
reduction from 2005 and a 44 percent reduction from
2004 look great on paper.
The reality is each number represents an Air
Force member who was someone’s brother, sister,
mother, father or loved one. Each number represents a loss felt across a unit. Each number represents the death of an Airmen during the 101 Critical
Days of Summer which ended on Labor Day.
It’s a loss that was felt by the Academy when
Col. Judith Lombeida of the 10th Medical Group

died from injuries resulting from a vehicle roll-over
accident July 20.
The statistics show while only 18 individuals
died this summer, most accidents could have been
avoided.
“Sadly, we see again the majority of these mishaps
were entirely preventable by buckling seat belts, properly clearing weapons, wearing life jackets around
water and good personal risk management,” said Mr.
Phillip Deremer, Academy deputy director of safety.
Accidents don’t discriminate. It used to be most
accidents occurred to young Airmen and officers Mr.
Deremer said. That’s not the case any more.
“The significant thing is the ages of those who

died this summer. Seven of those individuals were 30
years old or older,” Mr. Deremer said.
Although the 101 Critical Days of Summer
campaign is over for this year, Academy members
cannot afford to let their guard down. “Safety is 365
days a year,” Mr. Deremer noted. “Despite all their
summer and higher risk activities, our cadets and
cadet candidates have not sustained a fatality during
the past four consecutive 101 Critical Days of Summer
campaigns.”
“We have to concentrate here a little harder
because of the age group we have, but it is all a
tribute to the work of the Academy leadership,” Mr.
Deremer said.

directors to reach agreement on cadet athlete time
allocation to create the best opportunity for success
in the classroom, in the squadron and on the athletic
field.
Dr. Wilson is the Academy’s’ representative to
the college board and has expertly served as the
institution’s lead ensuring both the Academy’s
National Collegiate Athletic Association and North
Central Association accreditation.
He was an essential member of former Academy
Superintendent Lt. Gen. John Dallager’s Tiger Team
transforming the curriculum, schedule of calls,

athletic and military training requirements and use
of cadet time into the foundation maintained to this
day, an official said.
Dr. Wilson retired from the Air Force in 1993 and
was in the first group selected to the civilian faculty
at the Academy. In 1994, he stood up the Center for
Student Academic Services under the Office of the
Registrar.
The center administers four major programs:
Strategies for Academic Success, Reading
Enhancement, the Writing Center, and the Graduate
Scholarship Office.

Award
From Page 1
whether in Fairchild Hall, on the athletic fields, or
through the special care and enjoyment he takes
from emceeing Academy graduation ceremonies, he
has had a hand in the success of 12,155 graduates
since 1994 and 20,168 graduates since he emceed
his first graduation ceremony in 1986,” read the
award citation.
He has served as the “ideal advocate” for the
Academy’s intercollegiate athletes working with past
superintendents, deans, commandants and athletic

Responsible Military Loans: We encourage other lenders to join us.
Triple digit interest rates. Costly rollover fees. Something is wrong when the men and women who protect our country believe quick cash loans are their only
option in a ﬁnancial emergency. We encourage other lenders to join us in offering responsible alternatives to high-cost payday loans. At Pioneer Services, we
offer the HELP Loan: $500 immediately, and payable in four manageable monthly installments. Total fees and interest: $25.24. After all, don’t the men and
women who protect our country deserve ﬁnancial protection, too?

3273 S Academy Blvd | Colorado Springs, CO
719.391.1111 | M-F 0900-1800 S 1000-1400
© 2006 Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. Pioneer Services is a brand name and registered service mark of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc., where its use is duly licensed to afﬁliates and partners of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. All
applications subject to the credit policies of our lending partner. The $500 HELP Loan is non-renewable and requires four equal payments of $131.31, and total fees of $25.24. The loan terms are fully disclosed with a maximum
APR of 24%. Available only to active-duty and career-retired military, and Department of Defense employees.
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Book ushers new chapter for history professor
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The book marketers at the University
of Alabama Press were busy promoting an
Academy instructor’s new book called
Weapons of Choice: The Development of
Precision Guided Munitions.
The 178- page work took Lt. Col.
Paul Gillespie, associate professor and
deputy at the Department of History, three
years to research and write and another
three to revise and get published.
“This book was inspired by and is
dedicated to my father and older brother,
Colonels Clinton and Scott Gillespie,
whose remarkable combat experiences
contributed to the evolving practice of
air-to-ground warfare,” said Colonel
Gillespie, whose book was released this
month. It just became available on
Amazon.com and other on-line websites
and is expected to be in bookstores soon.
Anyone who is interested in the evolution of precision munitions will find the
17-year-Air Force veteran’s book a treasure
trove of facts.
In the United States, efforts to develop
precision guided munitions — PGMs —
began during the First World War and
resulted in an ‘aerial torpedo’by the 1920s.
“While World War II was dominated
by large-scale strategic bombing — essentially throwing out tons of free-falling
munitions in the hope they hit something
important —both sides in the war worked

to develop airborne munitions that could
be steered toward a target,” writes this
Academy history instructor. “However
after that war, U.S. national security policy
focused on the atomic bomb, hardly a
weapon that needed to be directed with
accuracy.”
A communications-information
officer in the operational Air Force, the
Sandy, Utah, native was more than qualified to write this book. He teaches the
core course Introduction to Military
History, History of Technology and
Warfare and History of Science and
Technology.
A lifelong interest in aviation technology
prompted him to select this topic. The need
to complete a doctoral dissertation while
studying history of technology at Lehigh
University in Bethlehem, Pa., provided
the motivation to complete it.
The actual writing took approximately
18 months.
“Besides research visits to archives in
Washington, D.C., Maxwell Air Force
Base, Ala., Eglin AFB, Fla., and interviews in Texas, most of the actual writing
took place in a secluded office at my home
in Pennsylvania,” the colonel said.
Weapons of Choice deals with the
prospect of weapons delivery right to the
enemy’s door by speeding aircraft, seemingly to presage war in which a messy and
politically risky deployment of ground
troops is unnecessary.
“The potential of such weapons and

their strategic limitations,” writes Colonel
Gillespie, “made the Gulf War and Iraqi
War living theaters for assessing what
such weapons can and cannot do and have
important implications for planning for
future warfare.”
He maintains that the cost of emphasis
on atomic weapons was revealed in the
general unsuitability of American tactics
and weapons deployment systems during
the Vietnam War.
Lessons learned in that conflict,
coupled with rapid technological developments in aerodynamics, lasers and solidstate electronics, brought air power
dramatically closer to the “surgical strike”
now seen as crucial to modern warfare.
“New technology created attractive
choices and options for American policymakers as well as field commanders,”
writes the colonel. “Events in the ArabIsraeli wars, the U.S. raid on Libya, and
most dramatically in the first Gulf War
created an ever-increasing demand for the
precision weapons.”
He initially approached Smithsonian
Books, a press that had published wellknown works on aviation history in the
past. When Smithsonian went out of
business, the press director referred him
to University of Alabama Press. The
press is also a good fit because the state
of Alabama figured prominently in the
early history of precision weapons.
The cover image of Weapons of
Choice: The Development of Precision

Courtesy Photo

Academy
History
Department
deputy Lt. Col. Paul Gillespie’s book
Weapons
of
Choice:
The
Development of Precision Guided
Munitions, was published this
month.

Guided Munitions depicts a bridge
destroyed in Burma by radio controlled
bombs, illustrates the state to which precision guidance had developed by 1945.
“However, the development of laser
guided bombs during the Vietnam War
marked the first really effective guided
weapons embraced by the Air Force,” the
historian said.
The book is aimed at military professionals, historians of technology and their
students, military historians and students
and a broader audience of those interested in national security.
“Next year I plan to edit a book on the
role of space in U.S. national defense,” said
the author.
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$45/month
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You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:
Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting

buy any phone & GET YOUR FIRST MONTH FREE
with no activation fee.

FREE YOURSELF

mycricket.com

We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

get your Cricket phone today at:

2850 S. Academy
S. Academy & Hancock
(719) 390-9400

5520 S. HWY 85/87, #117
HWY 85/87
(719) 391-3868

308-K South 8th St.
8th St. & Cimmaron
(719) 635-2009

1710 Briargate Blvd., #839
Chapel Hills Mall
(719) 522-0456

5752 Palmer Park Blvd.
Palmer Park & Powers
(719) 638-7334

235 N. Academy Blvd.
Academy & Bijou
(719) 637-8418

3916 N. Academy
Academy, south of Austin Bluffs
(719) 596-7861

1813 N. Union, #110
Union, between Constitution & Palmer Park
(719) 634-8350

Requires new activation. Phone model may vary. Some features not available with all phones. Unlimited refers to calls and
messages made and/or received within your service area, excluding Alaska. Taxes, surcharges, universal service, a $0.45
regulatory recovery fee (for number pooling and portability) and other fees that vary by market are not included. Terms,
conditions and other restrictions apply. See store for details. ©2006 Cricket Communications, Inc.

• Active-duty personnel and their
dependents are eligible once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Colorado freedom walk remembers 9/11 victims
Compiled by 50th Space Wing
Public Affairs

AURORA, Colo. — Hundreds of
Coloradans stepped out from the site of
the state’s future veterans memorial
Monday and walked a mile and a half to
the Aurora Municipal Center to remember
the victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks and to honor the nation’s past
and present veterans.
The Aurora/Denver Freedom Walk
was one of more than 120 similar events
that took place Saturday, Sunday and
Monday under the auspices of the Defense
Department’s America Supports You
program.
Leo Pacheco, executive director for
the Beacon of Hope Outreach Center,
which sponsored Aurora’s Freedom Walk
through its America Supports You-affiliated Operation Hope program, said the
forecasted rain may have kept some
people away from this, the first event of
its kind here, but that the weather could
do nothing to dampen the purpose of the
event.
“This is Colorado’s contribution to
commemorate (Sept. 11), to honor our
first responders and to support the troops,”
he said, noting that sponsors for next
year’s Freedom Walk are already lined up.
Soldiers from Fort Carson in
Colorado Springs supported the event: the
Mountain Post’s mounted color guard

was a fire chief back home. It’s a great
opportunity for people to show that they
support us,” he said.
One walker said she came out
because that’s how she was brought up.
“My father served in Vietnam, and
my whole family has always been very
patriotic,” said Jill Stevenson of
Centennial, Colo. “Since Sept. 11, he’s
flown his flag every single day. I have
friends who have served in Iraq, and I lost
a friend in Iraq, so I’m here to support
the soldiers. My whole life, I was always
taught that if you saw a soldier, you
should walk up to him and shake his
hand and thank him for serving his
country.”
Fairfax County, Va., Fire Department
Battalion Chief John Everett told the
audience his story of responding to the
attack on the Pentagon and said observances like this are important to help
Americans remember why they’re at war
and pull together to defeat terrorism.
Army Staff Sgt. Paul Brondhaver,
an Ohio National Guardsman from
Cincinnati who suffered more than 300
shrapnel wounds in a rocket-propelledgrenade attack in Samarra, Iraq, in July
2004, told the Aurora audience why he
came to join them.
“Every step I took today I dedicated
to those civilians of Sept. 11, the firefighters, the policemen and our troops,”
he said.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

A member of the Aurora Police Department blocks a side road while
Colorado Freedom Walk participants walk alongside Alameda Avenue in
Aurora, Colo., Saturday. Hundreds of Colorado residents joined in the mileand-a-half walk from the future Colorado Veterans Memorial to the Aurora
Municipal Hall to commemorate victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the
World Trade Center, Pentagon and the Flight 93 crash site in Pennsylvania.

led the parade, and the singing group
“Harmony in Motion” opened the afternoon’s companion observance at the
Aurora Municipal Center.
“We’ve been working with the
America Supports You Program ever
since it started,” said Army Col. Mike
Gunn, III Corps (forward) deputy chief
of staff. “These kinds of events are superb:
they show support for the community
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and they allow us to give back to the
community. We couldn’t make it without
this community.”
Army Sergeant John Brownrigg, a
member of the mounted color guard, said
he was proud to represent Fort Carson and
the Army during the ceremony.
“I really appreciate anybody who
shows support for the military, and especially the first responders, since my mom
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Happy 59th
to the AF

POW/MIA Day arrives
SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — Today is
designated as National POW/MIA Recognition
Day for 2006.
The observance, established in 1979, was
held on different days until the standard practice of celebrating it the third Friday of
September was enacted in 1986.
The focus of the day is to remember those
who sacrificed so much and to account for
those who did not return.

WASHINGTON
(AFPN) – From the
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Marine
Corps Gen. Peter Pace, on
the Air Force’s 59th birthday:
“This year marks the 59th anniversary
of the establishment of the United States Air
Force. Dating back to the early years as the
Aeronautical Division of the Army Signal
Corps, visionary Airmen risked their lives in
the quest for dominance of the air. Due to the
vision of aviation pioneers then, the U.S. Air
Force now stands above all challengers as
the world’s premier air and space force.
“Our Airmen have risen to the challenges
of the post 9/11 era and will continue to serve
our nation with distinction. Whether it is a C17 on the ground in Baghdad, a Predator in
the skies over Afghanistan, an orbiting satellite, or the support personnel who make the
mission successful, the United States Air
Force is the image of freedom and democracy
throughout the world.
“To every member of the Air Force, thank
you for your steadfast dedication and commitment to defending the United States. To echo
the words of Gen. Curtis Lemay, ‘If we maintain our love of freedom and superior global
air power, the future of the U.S. looks good.’
“On behalf of the Joint Chiefs, the men
and women of the armed forces, and a grateful
nation, I wish the United States Air Force a
happy birthday!”

SECAF urges energy
conservation
SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — In the latest
Letter to Airmen, Secretary of the Air Force
Michael W. Wynne recognizes the Air Force
commitment to energy conservation.
“As the largest user of energy in the DoD,
the Air Force has developed a two-pronged
energy strategy to attack this problem. This
strategy of assured domestic supply and
aggressive energy conservation will benefit
our entire Air Force, but we need all Airmen
to do their part.
“We continue to look for ways to reduce
energy consumption in our facilities, vehicles,
and aircraft operations. We reduced facility
energy usage by 30 percent over the last 20
years by incorporating energy conservation
into our operations — without impacting the
mission or quality of life,” the secretary wrote.
The secretary urged every Airman to
personally and professionally conserve energy,
and to make energy conservation a way of life.
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Photo by Ann Patton

Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. John Regni kicks off the
Academy’s Hispanic Heritage Month which runs today thru
Oct. 15 with the or reading of the declaration. The opening
Heritage luncheon is from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 4 (changed
from Oct. 11 as previously announced) at the Academy
Officers Club.
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From queen to cadet, a royal transformation
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

An Academy international cadet
who was her nation’s “Queen of the
Bay” isn’t struggling in the transition
to a first year cadet.
Cadet 4th Class Carrie Wong K,
until Thursday Belize’s title holder,
said she has learned to handle culture
shock and the loss of direct contact
with family and friends. She returned
Monday from the new queen’s coronation.
“Challenges are those everyone
around me is facing I told everyone on
my trip home,” said Cadet Wong K. “I
am treated harsh but at least everyone
else is too; it can only get better.”
She made military contacts during
her reign as Queen of the Bay that
eventually led to her participation in
an officer selection process to enter
the Belize Defense Force as a cadet.
Belizean cadets were given applications to various academies or routed
into various programs that would
accelerate their advance to positions
of benefit to the force.
“Along with a few other cadets
who expressed interest in flying, I was
given an application for this Academy
and the consequences are obvious,”
she said.
She knows she is not the only title
winner at the Academy.

“There is also a Miss San Diego
here at the Academy and I am sure
many others who have been known
before coming into this rugged environment,” said Cadet Wong K.
“However, I had the benefit of having
been raised by my father on a farm so
my becoming a queen was a surprise.
It is way easier to be a queen here than
at home where my friends fondly tease
in Creole as being back-a-bush
(meaning away from civilization in the
bush-jungle).”
She became the 60th Queen of the
Bay, a symbol of love and an emblem
of freedom to the Bayman freedom
fighters of 1798. The country’s leaders
attend the crowning of each new
winner.
Having previously traveled to New
York, California and Florida, she
wasn’t surprised at the sprawling
Academy.
During her reign on Belize, the
Carrie Wong K Scholarship Fund
began to help young Belizeans with
high school education financing.
She enjoyed little girls who stared
and pointed when she wore her crown.
But she never forgot her roots.
“I was raised by my father,
Michael Wong K, who is from Canton,
China, hence the last name,” she said.
“My mother, Gail McKenzie, lives in
California and was able to make it for
Parents Weekend.”

Growing up in Belize was culturally different from the United States.
“Although we have the same wide
range of ethnic groups making us a
‘melting pot’ of cultures, in Belize
most of the groups present have strong
ties to their traditions and still practice
many of them today,” she said.
In essence though, Belize has a
laid back Caribbean lifestyle.
“The carefree attitude is eminent
and so the switch to such rigidity is
more than a culture shock,” she said.
Not surprisingly, she considers herself
a quasi-ambassador of Belize.
“I am definitely a representative
of my country,” said the international
cadet. “It is expected that I be a
symbol of Belize.”
The former queen-turned-cadet
said the Academy experience so far
has yielded few surprises.
“One surprise for me is how well
we are taken care of as cadets,” said
the Belize celebrity. “Some of the
snack items at Mitchell Hall like
‘Capri Sun’ juices or ‘Sun Chips’ can
only be found in homes of middle or
upper class families in Belize and are
considered treats for regular
Belizeans.”
She did not expect any leave from
the Academy. Thanksgiving and
Christmas breaks and others are a
pleasant surprise.
“But I expected to have more time

Photo by Joel Strayer

Belize’s Queen of the Bay arrives for
in processing at the Academy.

to participate in a few of the countless
activities that exist but that seems to
be something that comes with time
and developing a routine,” said Cadet
Wong K.
One goal has already formed.
“I want to implement the Honor
Code in Belize and be a leader there
and a role model for other young
Belizeans to realize that it is okay to
reach for the sky because it is not that
far away,” she said.
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Curator responsible for preserving moments in time
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

There is no Academy museum, but a sizeable
historical and art collection here is classified by the
National Museum of the Air Force as an Air Force
Field Museum.
That’s where Academy museum curator Paul
Martin comes in.
He’s responsible for 5,000 objects, all property of
the Air Force’s national historical collection.
“They belong to the people of the United States,”
said the museum specialist from El Paso, Texas. “The
majority of the collection we have is on loan from both
the National Museum of the Air Force and the Air
Force Art Program.”
The value of what’s on the Academy, not including
the aircraft, is close to $12 million.
The collection contains objects ranging from
buttons to the B-52 at the north gate.
Objects are acquired through gifts or donations,
transfers from other institutions, but rarely by
purchase, except for special cases that are extremely
critical to Academy history and by being “found on
base.”
The known numbers and value of items might
make some people squeamish but not Mr. Martin.
The former B-52 pilot who pulled three tours in
Southeast Asia during Vietnam is familiarizing himself
with recent Air Force changes.
He’s responsible for 100 percent accountability of
all the objects and artwork assigned to the Academy,
making sure that each object is properly protected
from adverse lighting and other environmental
hazards.
A museum curator is continually on the lookout
for condition changes in the collection that may require
professional intervention.
“Most people tend to think of a museum as a

collection of old things in glass boxes that never
change, but the agents of deterioration are continually
at work regardless of how new or stable an object
appears,” said the keeper of Academy treasures.
He has always had a penchant for history, art and
culture.
“Our family took long summer road trips and my
dad always stopped at every historical marker along
the way. I’ve often been told that I was born a century
or two too late,” he recalls.
But do the static aircraft displays on base, and the
statues on the terrazzo constitute some sort of one big
outdoor museum?
“They’re a series of outdoor exhibits of static
display aircraft, sculpture gardens and memorial
walls,” he said.
“Museums are like icebergs, only 10 percent of the
job is visible to the public. Behind the scenes, 90
percent is managing the collection, ensuring its preservation through inspection of the objects, and maintaining comprehensive records as to source of
acquisition, conservation treatments, updating locations and regulatory compliance inspections,” said the
Academy curator.
What differentiates the Academy collection from a
true museum is organization. Although 100 percent
accountability has been established and maintained, the
collection is spread widely across the base and
campus, with no coherent organization.
Many artifacts may never be seen by the general
public due to access restrictions.
Could the exhibits in Arnold Hall, and the paintings in Harmon, Fairchild Hall plus other areas constitute a sprawling indoor exhibit?
“Yes and no,” said Mr. Martin.
There is the Arnold Hall Tuskegee Airmen exhibit,
the POW exhibit and the Academy exhibit but they are
essentially stand-alone displays. A true museum
exhibit starts with the development of a storyline,
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Academy museum curator Mr. Paul Martin is a former B-52 pilot.

development of a central theme and results in the
communication of measurable learning outcome or
objective. That can usually only be accomplished in a
centralized facility with properly designed gallery
spaces.
Mr. Martin is one of a kind on this base of thousands.
“It is definitely a challenge,” said the former Air
Force officer. “I recognize the many needs that the
Academy collection has. The trick is to prioritize these
correctly to ensure that I do the right thing by the
collection.”
In a curator’s mind, the collection’s priorities take
precedence over everything else.
It is his personal hope that one day the Academy
will create a museum – particularly since it is the only
service academy without a museum to tell its story.
“If I can contribute in some small way to that
eventuality, I would count that as my most significant
professional accomplishment,” he said.

PRICED TO SELL
Great 5br, 3ba, 2 car garage with views of Cheyenne Mountain from
the large back deck. Mature trees for privacy. Close to Fort Carson
and downtown.
FOR SALE, RENT, OR LEASE OPTION, Some owner financing
also considered: Beautiful 3br with loft, 3ba, 1 car garage townhome,
excellent location, minutes from I-25, within commuting distance of
Colorado Springs and Denver, would be a great investment.
PRICE REDUCED
Now $159,900, 3br, 3ba, 3 car detached garage home with mountain
views and 2.68 acres, just minutes from Schriever and still close
enough to communte to Fort Carson.

CONNECTIONS, INC.

Marlene Weaver
(719) 205-5865
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Yes...
You Can Refinance Now.

You’ll need an appraisal.
Pull this out and get a free one!

A $450.00 Value!
If Needed For Your Loan. A $450.00 Value! Must be presented at time of application. Appraisal fee
refunded at closing. Some restrictions apply. Expires 10/15/06. Not valid with any other offer.
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Perfect...Well
Almost
•Purchase •Refinance
•Debt
Consolidation
“The Mortgage Experts”

Open 7 Days A Week!
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Church of Christ
1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at
14th and Pikes Peak Ave, west of downtown

•A Cappella Music
•Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching
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Bible Classes
Worship

Wednesday
Bible Classes
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10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
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Base exchange goes to
the dogs — and cats
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit Staff

The dogs came out to play. The
cats, well, they showed up.
There was no Best in Show but all
of them came out winners at the
Academy’s main exchange pet show
Sept. 9.
It was the second year for the
show, said Nancy Kessler, exchange
branch manager. “It’s a community
event just for fun,” she said.
The show staged four contests,
including Most Unusual Pet, Best
Dressed Pet, Best Pet Trick and
Owner/Pet Look-a-Like. First place
winners received an AAFES gift card.
Second- and third-place winners were
awarded ribbons.
Marissa Bodenhausen and her
American short hair kitty, took top
honors for Owner/Pet Look-a-Like. “I
did it just for fun and thought maybe I
might win something,” she said.
Choco, a Shar-Pei/terrier mix, was
voted Most Unusual. Owner Jerry
Peoples said everyone loves his
energetic, outgoing dog, and
“Everybody wanted to see
him.”

Shakespeare the shitz zu sported
safari wear for his win as Best
Dressed. Savannah Pope,
Shakespeare’s owner, whose father is
in Iraq, lives on base. Her sister just
returned from a deployment.
Blue tick coonhound Duke saved
his barking up trees for another day
and won the prize for Best Trick for his
sitting and staying routine. Owner
Aidan Crawford was very proud. “He’s
such a love,” she said.
Other pets also strutted their stuff.
Molly, a Newfoundland, turned cheerleader with pompoms in her collar for
the Best Dressed competition. Luke
Franey put Max, a shy Maltese/poodle,
through his paces in Best Trick. Cori
the boxer preferred mugging for the
camera to performing his tricks for an
audience, but he still got hugs from
owner Aidan Crawford.
Tigger, an Egyptian Mau tabby,
showed off his exotic looks for the
judges despite being a little scaredy
cat. Owner Salina Medina found him
at an adoption fair, and now he sleeps

Photos by Ann Patton

Clockwise from upper left:
Marissa Bodenhausen and Savannah, an
American shorthair, dressed alike for
feline finery.
Jerry Peoples and best friend Choco
confer before the competition.
Luke Franey and Max practice sit and
stay.
Salina Medina and Tigger impress the
judges.

with her every night.
Dogs from the 10th Security
Forces Squadron put on their own
show before the competitions
commenced. Canine bomb sniffer
Hoss enjoyed the chance to
socialize with his dog-loving
audience before being put through
his paces by Staff Sgt. Jonathan
Geren, a K-9 handler with 10th
SFS.
For Laika, a Belgian
Malanois, and 10th SFS kennel
manager Mr. Chris Jakubin the
show was all in a day’s work.
They demonstrated how the 50-pound
Laika, can corral and secure a suspect
several times her size, then enjoy a
well-earned play time.
The pet show was no Westminster
Hoss the bomb sniffer, held by 10th or Crufts. The rules were there were no
SFS K-9 handler Staff Sgt. Jonathan rules. Judges used their own discretion
Geren, noses his way around.
in making their decisions but made
Laika, a Belgian Malanois, takes on
sure every pet was a winner.
10th SFS kennel manager Mr. Chris
Judge Wayne Ebert, marketing
Jakubin during a demonstration.

specialist with 10th Services Squadron,
looked forward to the show. “I love all
animals,” the owner of two horses said.
Alice Franey, math instructor at
the Prep School, also served as a
judge. “I have a dog I really love, a
Maltese/poodle,” she said.
Ron Hinkle, 10th SVS commercial
sponsorship coordinator has five dogs,
five cats and numerous birds and fish.
“We’re quite the animal lovers.”

Get This Eye-Popping Offer!
12 Month Term Share Certiﬁcate

5.25% APY*
Available Only
in September!
www.aafcu.com

Call
593-8600

Community Center, Building 5136
In Colo. Spgs., Monument,
Fountain, & on the USAFA.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. $500.00 minimum to open. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. To qualify for this offer, at least 50% of the certiﬁcate must be funded with money not currently on
deposit at AAFCU. Certiﬁcates maturing during September 2006 may qualify for this rate. Call for details. Offer available September 1, 2006 – September 30, 2006. Certiﬁcates must be funded by October 14, 2006.
Membership requirements & other restrictions apply. Branches also in Castle Rock, Parker, Elizabeth, and Highlands Ranch. Federally insured by NCUA.

Your savings federally
insured to $100,000

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration,
a U.S. Government Agency
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Not your typical airport
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit Staff

The Academy’s airfield is a busy place.
In fact, it is the busiest in the Air Force
for daytime visual air operations and is in full
swing six days a week, from sunrise to sunset,
winter and summer, in good weather.
“We put them on the path to being great
Airmen,” Col. Paul Ackerman, commander of
the 306th Flying Training Group, said of the
cadets who train there.
“I have been continually impressed with
their dedication,” he said, and noted cadets
frequently spend holidays and free time to
train. About 95 percent of all training is done
by cadets.
Standing tall at the airfield is the tower,
where air controllers keep a close eye on air
craft coming and going in the 94th Flying
Training Squadron’s soaring program, the 98th
FTS jump program and the 557th FTS powered
flight program.
The tower was built three years ago at a
cost of $6 million. It has the largest control
floor, with 1,318 square feet, of any Air Force
tower.
Unlike air controllers at other airfields
who use instruments to assist take-offs and
landings, the Academy’s controllers rely on their
own observation, under Visual Flight Rules,
to oversee the field’s four runways.
The five or six controllers on duty monitor
a three-nautical mile radius around the tower
and 8,000 feet above it, for air and ground
aircraft movement. Arriving aircraft begin
communications at five miles out from the
airfield and receive information on weather and
runways.
“Safety is paramount,” Mike Thompson,
supervisory air traffic controller, stressed.
“We have to be safe at all times.”
The soaring program began as a club in
1956 when the Academy was at Lowry Air
Force Base in Denver. It restarted on the
present Academy airstrip in 1961.
The two-seater sailplanes, towed by Piper
Super Cubs, are used for primary training,
aerobatics and cross country glides. They
average about 15,000 sorties a year. All fourth
class degree cadets receive a first flight.
“Air discipline is one of the most impor-

tant lessons learned,” said Capt. Matthew
Taraborelli, aerobatic officer in charge of the
306th FTG.
The soaring program has the youngest
instructor pilots in the Air Force. Cadet 2nd
Class and IP Heather Pinsky said cadets start
out learning basic maneuvers such as flying
altitudes, take offs and landings and the
mechanics of using wind currents.
As with the jump and powered flight
programs, the Academy curriculum is integrated with hands-on learning in the soaring
program.
Flights last about 20 minutes but, “We
could stay up for hours just using wind
currents,” Captain Taraborelli said. Flight time
is limited to ensure adequate air time for
everyone involved in soaring.
Gliders fly at 9,000 feet above sea level,
or about 2,500 above the Academy.
Academy teams compete regularly in
competitions, such as the National Aerobatic
Championships in Texas Tuesday through
Sept. 30.
The 98th FTS jump program trains 700
cadets a year. After their fifth jump, cadets
receive their parachute badge.
“Our primary mission is to develop the
character of future Airmen using flight in its
purest form,” commander Lt. Col. Randy
Redell said. “You are truly like a bird.”
It’s all about character development, he
emphasized. “If I can get cadets to jump one
time, they can handle the stresses of life as officers in the battlefield or board room.”
Cadet 2nd Class Jared Krueger has 172
jumps to his credit. “It’s such a rush. There’s
no feeling like it. You learn a lot about yourself falling through the sky.”
The unit is home to the Wings of Blue who
travel frequently for competitions and events
like the Rose and Fiesta owls.
The 557th FTS power flight program also
supports class work and prepares cadets for
further air training.
“We are training the next generation of
world class pilots,” said Lt. Col. Ed Lombard,
IP for the T-41 and T-51.
Cadets fly three Diamond DA fixed wing
aircraft in screening for physical and mental
abilities for Undergraduate Pilot Training after
Academy graduation.

They receive instruction in aerodynamics,
aircraft systems and basic flight maneuvers.
About half of those in the Academy
program go on to the UPT and earn their
wings.
“We take attitudes and motivations and
shape them into pilots. The growth is tremendous,” Colonel Lombard said.
Not all the airfield action is in the air.
The 306th Operations Support Squadron
manages the airfield, air traffic control, emergencies and flyovers for special events.
“It’s a diverse mission,” air traffic control
assistant Geren Fawver said.
As a flight service station, the squadron’s
first mission is overseeing flights and flight
plans from the airfield to destinations off base.
“We need to make sure that plane arrives.
If it is more than 30 minutes overdue, we start
tracking it,” he said.
A red flashing light on his desktop
computer immediately signals an overdue
plane. The station then queries personnel at the
arrival destination, checks flight plans for
revisions or, in some cases, tries to contact the
pilot by radio.
In an emergency, the squadron serves as
a response agency whose mission is to ensure
safe landings for incoming aircraft.
The squadron is also the focal point for
physical monitoring of the airfield and tends
to pavement, markings, signs and buildings.
The monitoring is highly detailed, up to
and including the grass.
“The height of the grass is important
because at a certain height it attracts geese,”
he said. Birds, deer, coyotes all present airfield
hazards.
Meteorologists at the Academy weather
station report for duty at O-Dark 3:30 a.m.,
an hour before sunrise, to prepare for the day’s
weather conditions.
Skip Evans, Academy weather station
director, said the station has two missions,
the first being execution, or advising on weather
conditions for Academy activities, such as
flying sorties, parades, sports events and
training.
The second mission is resource protection. “It is no less than Security Forces. The
damage weather can do to aircraft and
personnel is no less than what a saboteur

could do with mortars.”
The station uses extensive electronic
resources, including models, for predictions.
Doppler radar tied in to the National Weather
Service in Pueblo can show tornados, large hail,
thunderstorms and lighting. They also have
instruments to measure air pressure, temperature, winds and clouds. Winds are monitored
at both ends of the field’s runways.
Twelve weather sensors scattered on the
Academy and as far away as Palmer High
School and Black Forest feed weather information to the station.
Rain and snow totals are measured the oldschool way—with a can and yardstick outside
squadron headquarters. The airfield is also
monitored visually for electronically undetected conditions.
Although the Pikes Peak region enjoys
300-plus days of sunshine every year, weather
conditions are not always kind for flying.
“Mother Nature is a dangerous lady,” Mr.
Evans said. Frequent summer lightning and
strong westerly Chinook winds are very
common here.
“Wind speed itself is not that significant,”
he emphasized. “It’s the turbulence and cross
winds that are problems.”
The weather station maintains a 7-day
forecast site at: www.usafa.af.mil/tu/306ftg/
weather/sevenday.cfm.
Experience and continuity are what the
70th FTS brings to the Academy’s air training,
Lt. Col. Scott Drinkard, 70th assistant director
of operations, said.
“We touch every mission here on the
airfield,” he said of the 33 Reservists who
help train and equip cadets in all field areas.
Five of the Reservists are full time. The
rest must have a minimum of six days per
month on duty. Most put in more days.
The Reservists each average about 2,100
jumps and 4,500 flying hours in many types
of aircraft. They are a wealth of information
for cadets who want to know what it is like to
fly a certain plane.
Cadets also get a better perspective of
Total Force Integration while training side-byside with Reservists.
“Sometimes they don’t know what
Guardsmen and Reservists can bring to the
fight,” Colonel Drinkard said.

Photos by Ann Patton

Air traffic controllers John Gladney (left) and Bob
Dickens keep careful watch on runway traffic.

Safety checks are part of the preflight
routine.

Cadets move their plane into the lineup for
take off.

Parachutists from the 98th Flying Training Squadron load up for their next jump.
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Arena
Bird’s
the word
“The Bird,” Air
Force’s
official
mascot has been
named to the fifth
annual Capital One
All-American
Mascot Team,
made up of 12 mascots, all
vying for – “Capital One
National Mascot of the Year.”
Fan voting began Wednesday at www.capitalone
bowl.com for their favorite AllAmerican. The winner will be
announced during the Capital
One Bowl on Jan. 1.
The six mascots with the
best win/loss records will faceoff in online playoffs in
November.

Sasser special
Falcon football kicker Zach
Sasser was named the
Mountain West Conference
special teams’ player of the
week Monday for his performance at Tennessee Saturday. He
made a 22-yard field goal and
all three extra point attempts.
He had four kickoffs that forced
the Volunteers an average
starting field position on their
own 16-yard line, including
one at the one-yard line. Sasser
also converted an onside kick.

Powerful feat
Power lifter Michael
Tuchscherer took first place in
the 275-pound weight class at
the Junior World Powerlifting
Championships Saturday in
Sofia, Bulgaria. The six-foot
senior performed a 770-pound
squat, a 585-pound bench press
and a 750-pound dead lift.

Falcons at home
Men’s Soccer
Memphis, today, 7 p.m., Cadet
Soccer Stadium
Alabama A& M, Sunday, noon,
Cadet Soccer Stadium
Water Polo
MIT, Saturday, 9 a.m., Upper
Pool
La Verne, Saturday, 1:30 p.m.,
Upper Pool
Brown, Sunday, 9:30 a.m.,
Upper Pool
Cal Baptist, Sunday, 3 p.m.,
Upper Pool

Prep School Huskies
Men’s Soccer
CS of Mines, Saturday, 9 a.m.,
Turf Field
Denver, Saturday, 3 p.m., Turf
Field
Women’s Soccer
Western St., Saturday, 5 p.m.,
Turf Field
UCCS, Sunday, 2 p.m., Turf
Field
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Falcons gamble, lose, gain respect
Key 2-p
point conversion,
rally fall short
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

One dejected Air Force football player said he doesn’t
believe in moral victories.
But, Falcon football fans
can still take heart in the way
their bluesuiters fought to the
end Saturday in Knoxville, Tenn.,
to kickoff their 2006 campaign.
Air Force lost, 31-30, to the
11th ranked University of
Tennessee Volunteers. In the
process, the Falcons served
notice to the 105,466 spectators
who filled orange-bathed
Neyland Stadium they’re ready
to back up the team motto,
“Return to Dominance,” with
action.
Trailing 31-17, Falcon
defensive back Julian Madrid
intercepted a pass with less than
seven minutes to play in the
fourth quarter. Twelve plays later
fullback Ryan Williams, who
led all runners with 98 yards on
16 carries, scored on a 4-yard
touchdown run. Place kicker
Zack Sasser’s point-after made
it 31-24. Sasser’s ensuing onside kick was recovered by
Falcon freshman Dan Hill at the
Air Force 42-yard line. Six plays
later, Williams returned to the
end zone from 1-yard out with
1:35 to play in regulation.
Without hesitation, Air
Force opted for the 2-point
conversion and the lead instead

of a tie. However, the Vols
defense, which the Falcons
shredded for 281 rushing yards,
finally had enough and stopped
halfback Chad Hall behind the
line of scrimmage to protect its
tissue-paper-thin lead.
Air Force recovered another
onside kick but the Falcons were
whistled for an offside penalty.
“We didn’t come here to
lose,” an upbeat Air Force head
coach Fisher DeBerry said. “I
told our team if we score we’re
going for two. We sent a message
about what this team’s mindset
is. How can you prove the
“Return to Dominance” unless
you take the chance to win?
Tennessee knew it was in a
doggone good football game.”
Air Force went toe-to-toe
with
the
Southeastern
Conference power from the
opening kickoff. The Falcons
had 408 yards in total offense to
412 for the vaunted Vols.
Air Force struck first when
Hall, who had 81 yards on 11
carries, capped a 10-play, 72yard opening drive with a 5yard touchdown run with 9:32
left in the first quarter.
After the teams traded field
goals, Tennessee quarterback
Erik Ainge threw 4- and 5-yard
touchdown passes to Robert
Meachem and Jayson Swain to
give the home team a 17-10 halftime lead.
A 3-yard Antonio Hardesty

Photos by John Van Winkle

Falcon quarterback Shaun Carney looks for running room
while being targeted by Tennessee linebacker Jerod Mayo, 7.

run upped the Volunteer advantage to 24-10 before Air Force
junior quarterback Shaun
Carney’s 1-yard touchdown run
ended the third quarter scoring.
“We had an opportunity to
make history,” said a disappointed Carney who ran for 64
yards on a team-high 17 carries
and was 7-of-9 passing for 127
yards. “The positive is we came
here and showed the country
we’re for real against one of the
nation’s great teams.”
Another reality was the
Falcons Red Zone efficiency
and lack thereof. Air Force
scored all five times it was inside

the Tennessee 20-yard line. The
Volunteers had identical success.
“We’ve got to improve our
red zone defense,” DeBerry said.
“We have to interrupt our opponents’offensive consistency, stop
drives by getting more pressure
on the passer.”
Air Force was burned for
333 yards passing but still had
plenty to build on.
The Falcons averaged 5.5
yards per rushing attempt and
18.1 yards per pass completion.
They did not commit a single
turnover while forcing four
fumbles and one interception.
Air Force converted nine of 13
third down situations.
Defensively, the Falcons
held Tennessee (2-0) to just 79
rushing yards on 32 attempts
for a paltry 3.2 yards per run.
“We did some significant
things tonight,” DeBerry emphasized. “Our 281 yards rushing
was the most they’ve given up
in a game since 2001. They
hadn’t given up 100 yards
rushing in the last 13 games.”
Outcome aside, the Falcon
season opener went a long way
toward erasing the memory of
back-to-back sub-.500 seasons.
A win would have been the first
over a ranked team since the
Falcons beat then-No.23
California, 23-21, in 2002.
“Falcon football is not about
hanging in there,” Air Force senior
defensive tackle Gilberto Perez
said. “It’s about returning to dominance and getting victories.”
The Falcons are idle until
Sept. 23 when they face
Mountain West Conference rival,
Air Force free safety Bobby Giannini, 11, finishes off Tennessee tailback Montario Hardesty the University of Wyoming
Cowboys in Laramie.
while Falcon defensive end Josh Clayton loosens Hardesty’s grip on the ball.
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Fencers sharp in season opener Scoreboard
By Madeline McGuire
Academy Athletic Media
Relations

Air Force opened the 200607 fencing season hosting the
annual Nick Toth Open,
Saturday and Sunday in the
Cadet Gym. Several Falcons
were a cut above the competition.
Senior Nathan Smith dominated Nathan Anderson in the
mixed foil gold medal round.
Smith held the lead throughout,
winning 15-2. Smith was the
only Falcon to win a championship bout.
“I’m glad I was able to
fence so well today, especially
since I haven’t fenced since
last March,” Smith said. “I’m
looking forward to this season
because we have a good group
of fencers. I’m excited about
setting my sights on becoming
an All-American.”
Senior Jason Stockdale
finished second in the mixed
epee event on Saturday. In the

gold medal bout, Stockdale was
well-matched with Isaac Erbele
from the Denver Fencer’s Club.
The two went toe-to-toe
throughout
their
bout.
Stockdale’s tenacity came up
short in his 15-13 loss to Eberle.
Freshman Peter French
finished fifth, losing 15-14,
following a tight bout with
Stockdale in mixed epee.
In the mixed saber event,
senior C. J. Baran tied for third
with freshman Alexander
Brand. Junior Brent Watson,
who was down 14-9 came back
to win his bout, 15-14, and
earned his U.S. Fencing
Association “D” rating in saber
after finishing sixth.
“The team did well for the
first competition of the year.”
Watson said. “With our excellent coaching staff ensuring our
improvement, this season will
be better than last year.”
In women’s sabre on
Saturday, Falcon Katherine
Gulczynski f inished second
followed by sophomore Crystal

INTERCOLLEGIATE
Football
Sept. 9 at Knoxville, Tenn.
#11 Tennessee 31 Falcons 30

Men’s Soccer
Sept. 8 at Springfield, Mo.
Quality Inn & Suites Diadora Tournament
Missouri St. 3
Falcons 1
Sept. 10
Evansville 3

Falcons 2

Women’s Soccer
Sept. 7 at Moraga, Calif.
St. Mary’s Invitational
California 3
Falcons 1

Nathan Smith

Jason Stockdale

Yang who tied for third with
Jordan McNally from the
Colorado Fencing Academy.
Sophomores Angelica Plazas
and Ainsley Allen finished sixth
and seventh, respectively.
Air Force All-American
Elizabeth Enyart tied for third
in the women’s epee tournament. Team captain senior
Lydia Bigelow f inished
seventh,
while
Egle
Paskeviciute, a Naval Academy
exchange cadet, finished 12th.

Meanwhile, sophomore
Trenton Atwood tied for third
in mixed foil and sophomore
Mryamn Ruth fenced her way
to third-place in women’s foil.
She lost 15-10, after a failed
counter attack in the semifinals.
The Falcon fencers are in
action Saturday and Sunday at
the New Mexico Open in Santa
Fe. Air Force hosts the Falcon
Open Oct. 21 and 22 in the
Cadet Gym.

Defending champs find first win
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

The 10th Communications Squadron
now knows that defending a championship
is easier said than done.
It took the reigning Academy
Intramural Flag Football League title
holders three outings to win their first
game this season, a 12-0 verdict over the
combined 10th Security Forces and Mission
Support squadrons, Tuesday at the base
turf field.
Comm quarterback Francisco Molina
tossed touchdown passes of 18 and 36
yards late in each half to give his club all
the offense it would need, while Kevin
Brown picked off two passes in the first half
to set the tone defensively for the communicators.
“The first couple games we didn’t do
too well,” Brown said. “But, now we’re
getting comfortable with ourselves. This
by Dennis Rogers
win will change things the rest of the Comm quarterback Francisco Molina looks for a receiver while Photo
avoiding the
season.”
SFS/MSS pass rush.
The result created a three-way logjam
for fourth place in the AIFFL. The top four passes to Fred Beck and Dan Kulp before half when they had to.
teams will earn a post-season playoff berth. SFS/MSS’s Jeremy Adair broke up a deep
With :56 left in regulation Molina
Only a game and a half separated all six ball on a fourth down play with four eluded a desperate SFS/MSS rush to spot
teams at press time. (See standings in minutes left in the first half.
Brown open in the end zone for an insurScoreboard.)
Two and a half minutes later, Brown ance touchdown.
The hybrid SFS/MSS team, whose intercepted his second pass deep in Comm
“Our blocking adjustments were the
SFS players were base runners up last territory. Molina then hit Beck on a 42-yard key,” Molina said. “Those adjustments let
season, took the opening kickoff and were bomb to the SFS/MSS 18-yard line. On the me scramble, which bought our receivers
driving before Brown picked off quarter- next play, with :11 left, Molina found Kulp time to get open.”
back Dan Garber to set up Comm at in the end zone for what proved to be the
Brown had another explanation.
midfield.
game winning score.
“Normally I don’t wear gloves because
Alvaro Mora returned the favor by
“It was a perfect pass, through the my hands get tingly and the ball bounces
intercepting a tipped Molina pass on the defender’s hands and right to me,” Kulp off,” the three-year intramural veteran
ensuing possession. But, the SFS/MSS said. “I can’t take credit for that one. It was admitted. “One of the guys on the other
drive stalled forcing them to punt.
all Francisco’s throw.”
team gave me these and they worked.”
Molina threw consecutive first down
Both defenses stiffened in the second
So did Comm’s game plan.

Sept. 9
Falcons 2

St. Mary’s 1

Sept. 12 at Greeley, Colo.
Northern Colorado 1 (OT) Falcons 0

Volleyball
Sept. 8 at Morehead, Ky.
Morehead St. Tournament
Central Arkansas 3 Falcons 0
Sept. 9
Western Carolina 3
Morehead St. 3

Falcons 1
Falcons 0

Water Polo
Sept. 9 at AFA
#1 Navy 15
#1 Navy 11

Falcons 10
Falcons 7

Sept. 10
#4 Stanford 9

Falcons 5

Golf
Sept. 9 and 10 at AFA
Gene Miranda Falcon Invitational
Falcons 4th

PREP SCHOOL
Football

Sept. 9 at Hutchinson, Kan.
Huskies 41
Hutchinson CC 28

Men’s Soccer
Sept. 9 at AFA
Wyoming 3
Huskies 4

Huskies 2
Western Wyoming 1

INTRAMURAL
Football
Team
Prep
MDG #1
CW
SFS/MSS
CES/MDG #2
Comm

W
2
2
1
1
1
1

L
0
1
1
2
2
2

PF
32
39
20
25
20
19

PA
20
18
20
37
40
20

Sept. 7
MDG #1 6
CES/MDG #2 13
Prep

Comm 0
SFS/MSS 12
CW (Postponed, rain)

Sept. 12
CW 8
Prep 18
Comm 12

CES/MDG #2 7 (OT)
MDG #1 13
SFS/MSS 0

Sept. 14
Games played after press time

Bowling
Thru Sept. 11
Team
Bring It On
Prep School
Mixed Nuts
J&J Maint.
Lab Rats
Team Rummy
ILUVDISGAM
NSSI
Comm Out
SFS
The Mutts
DFC
BOHICA
MSG/LGC
Mathletes
Re-Treads
SNAFU
LGR 12
DF Mix
DRU

W
14
14
12
11
10
10
10
10
10
10
8
8
8
6
6
4
3
2
2
2

L
2
2
4
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
8
8
8
10
10
12
13
14
14
14

Pins
5878
5821
5666
5772
5864
5836
5834
827
5739
5739
5801
5785
5780
5784
5722
5784
5675
5529
5469
2862
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Attention Active Duty Military!

Earn Your
Bachelor’s
Degree or MBA
in Business
Administration
ONLINE at
NO TUITION
COST TO YOU!

Earn your Bachelor’s Degree or MBA in
Business Administration at NO TUITION COST
TO YOU for up to 28 credits per year!
Earn your credits around TDY’s and
Deployments.

TOURO UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL
The University of Choice for the U.S. Military

www.tourou.edu
5665 Plaza Dr., Third Floor
Cypress, CA 90630
(800) 509-7864 • 714-816-0366 • 714-816-0367 Fax
College of Business Administration
e-mail: infocba@tourou.edu
For inquiries log on to: http://inquiry.tourou.edu

Special MBA in Military Management for
Graduates of ACSC, CGSC, CNCS, or MCCSC.
Earn this degree with credits from your
Command and Staff College plus 36 TUI
credits. NO TUITION COST for active duty
military.
• Flexible and affordable programs that meet
your schedule needs
Part of
• BSBA and MBA
GoArmyEd.com
network
• SOC Membership
• All courses ONLINE!
• Special rates for military spouses
• DANTES Affiliated

Now accepting applications for Fall 2006.
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Happy Birthday USAF!

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Daily Mass Mon.-Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
Holy Day Mass 6 p.m.

Protestant Service:
Sunday
Traditional 9: a.m.
Contemporary 10:30 a.m.
Gospel 12: p.m.

Cluster of the month debuts
The Academy “Yard of the Month”
award program now recognizes military family housing residents with a
“Cluster of the Month” award program.
Starting today, 10th Air Base Wing
personnel will review cluster islands
in Douglas and Pine Valley to determine
community pride with the “Best of the
Best” cluster islands in Academy family
housing. Prizes will be awarded.

Jewish Services
Fridays 7 - 8 p.m

COMMUNITY CENTER
CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Reconciliation - 4 p.m.
Mass- 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
(Begins Sept. 24)

Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11 a.m.
Religious Formation - 9:30 a.m.
(Begins Sept. 24)

Monday-Friday
11:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
For more information, call 333-3300.

A
N
S
W
E
R
S
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Hispanic heritage observed
The theme for this year’s Academy
Hispanic Heritage Month observance
today through Oct. 15 is: “Hispanic
Americans: Our Rich Culture Contributing to America’s Future.”
Planned events include: the
Hispanic Heritage Month Kick-off
Expo, Monday in the Community Center
ballroom from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; an
Hispanic cultural display throughout
the observance in the Community
Center and McDermott libraries; and an
Hispanic Heritage Month luncheon Oct.
11, at the Academy Officers’ Club from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The guest speaker
will be The Honorable Lionel Rivera,
Mayor of Colorado Springs. For more
information, call Senior Master Sgt.
Leopoldo Perez at 333-4145, Master
Sgt. Ricardo Melendez at 333-6851,
Tech. Sgt. Crystal Weeks at 333-6713,
Tech. Sgt. Darrell Clements at 3334258, Tech. Sgt. Gregory Buckley-Lowe
at 333-0785, Ms. Beverly Ryles at 3336739 or Ms. Gina Moore at 333-7241

Safety seats inspected
The Academy Child Development
Center Parent Advisory Committee,

By Capt Tony Wickman
71st Flying Training Wing Public Affairs
ACROSS
1. Football scores
4. Phone
8. Musical instrument need, perhaps
10. Cpl. Frank __; first enlisted person to die in air
accident
11. Monarchs
13. Ascends
14. Person trained and certified to give medical care
15. MAJCOM on base named after first enlisted person
17. Cutting tool
18. Org. responsible for civilian aviation safety
19. Hawaiian thanks
21. Model/actress Carol
24. Nat’l cryptological org.
26. Prize
28. Signal
29. Air Force seal year
31. ___ out a living
32. Wine valley
34. Otherwise
36. Play it by ___; improvise
37. Place to go when in trouble
43. Dessert
44. Orates
45. Dike
48. State home to Maxwell AFB
49. Peninsula and subcontinent of southern Asia
50. USAF command organization
52. Owed as a debt
53. Immature newt
55. 1998 Jolie TV movie
56. USAF command org. 60 Gen. Henry __; only
five star general in AF history
62. Audibly
63. Ivy League school
64. Bambi was one
65. Dejected

Academy Safety Off ice, Safe Kids
Coalition and Academy Main Exchange
are sponsoring a free child safety seat
inspection Saturday, rain or shine, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Auto Skills
Center (car wash area) off Community
Center Drive. Inspectors will ensure
the seats are in good working order,
your child is properly restrained and
answer questions.

Volksmarch nears
The Academy and Falcon Wanderers
Volksmarch Club will celebrate the Air
Force Global Volkssport XXVI with a
walk at the Farish Recreation Area off
Rampart Range Road north of
Woodland Park, Saturday from 7:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. A 5K and a 10K route will
be used. For directions and more information, call Jake Eyermann at 3332940.

Deployed spouses roll
Spouses and families of deployed
Academy members can bowl free Sept.
24 from 5-7 p.m. at the Academy
Bowling Center. For more information
and reservations, call the Family Support
Center at 333-3444 no later than
Wednesday.

Trafficking in persons
This training must be completed
by all Academy members no later than
Sept. 30.
It deals with women and children
victims who have been kidnapped,
tricked, coerced or sold by their families. While base officials are not aware
of Academy or local violations, the
Secretary of Defense required training
is for all active duty, civilian employees
and cadets. DoD contractors are
required to test only if they deploy. For
more information, call 333-4344 or
4258. Trainees need to register with
computer based training to log-on.

DOWN
1. President who signed Nat’l Security Act of 1947;
separate AF
2. Greek letters
3. Observe
4. CENTCOM UOD
5. Charged particle
6. MCI competitor
7. O-1s and O-2s
9. Armenia money
10. Plant
11. Ump
12. Excessive but superficial compliments
13. New Zealand native
16. Breakfast cereal
17. Eastern European
20. Leather tool
21. Pilots with 5+ kills
22. 1Lt Frank __; WWI ace and MOH recipient
23. Golf prop
25. Guitar need
27. Expires
30. Louts
32. Hammer target
33. Region
35. Showed the way
36. Federal org. concerned with smog
38. Addictive narcotic drug
39. Hereditary unit
40. Owned
41. Haggard’s ___ from Muskogee
42. AF officer school
46. Southwestern African republic
47. Sent by USPS
51. Craze
52. Org. USAF belongs to
54. Attempt
56. Angry
57. Pub order
58. G.I. __
59. Canine
61. USN equivalent to AFB

Logging on problems can be resolved
at: hhtp://intraweb.usafa.af. mil/tip.ppp.

Zoo appreciates GIs
The Cheyenne Mountain Zoo presents Military Appreciation Weekend
Saturday and Sunday. Active duty
members and their families get in for
$2 per person. The zoo is off I-25 at the
138 West exit. For more information,
call 633-9925 or visit cmzoo.org.

Qwest Military Day
The Colorado Rockies and Qwest
present Qwest Military Day at Coors
Field Sept. 28 at 1:05 p.m., when the
Rockies host the Los Angeles Dodgers
in their final regular season home game.
Festivities include a parade, fly-over,
National Anthem, a color guard and
ceremonial first pitch – all performed
by uniformed military personnel and
veterans. Commemorative dog tags will
be given to the first 5,000 fans, compliments of “America Supports You.”
Active duty members and veterans will
be offered complimentary tickets and
can join in a pre-game parade.
Additional tickets for family and friends
are available for $6 each. To order
tickets, call Bobby Dicroce at (303)
312-2486, or fax (303) 312-2219, or
email dicroceb@coloradorockies.com
, or mail to CRBC, 2001 Blake St.,
Denver, CO., 80205, Attn: Bobby
Dicroce or in person at the Coors field
ticket windows. Orders can be picked
up at the Coors Field Will Call windows
with a picture ID. (No federal endorsement of sponsor intended.)
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The affordability and convenience of a townhome
in your own single-family detached home.
• Extraordinary value, priced from the upper $100s
• Maintenance-free grounds and limited snow removal included
• Move-in ready with full-yard landscaping, free appliances and window coverings**

10
10
days ways
Starting tomorrow—Limited time, never before
offered savings from Richmond American Homes!
Visit 10days10ways.com to receive up to ten options and
upgrades at no additional cost! Hurry, offer ends September 24th.***
Oﬀer applies to quick move-in homes only.

Experience Easy Living at the following communities today:
VILLAGE CENTERHIGHLANDS
From the low $200s
Highway 105 & Knollwood Drive
719-487-8359

STETSON RIDGEHIGHLANDS
From the upper $100s
Marksheffel & Stetson Hills Boulevard
719-570-7247

FALCON TERRACE AT
SPRINGS RANCH
From the upper $100s
North Carefree & Springs Ranch Drive
719-574-0810

WILDWOOD AT NORTHGATE
From the upper $100s
Voyager Parkway & Jet Stream Drive
719-488-4507

FALCON RIDGE
AT SPRINGS RANCH
From the upper $100s
Barnes & Marksheffel
719-637-3784

SIERRA SPRINGS
From the upper $100s
Academy & Astrozon
719-638-1574

Visit our website for a complete listing of communities and available homes.

888-402-HOME

RichmondAmerican.com

SALES CENTER HOURS:
Monday, 12 to 6 p.m.;
Tuesday – Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

*Easy Living communities include full-yard landscaping. Landscaping and limited snow removal will be maintained by the community’s Home Owner’s Association. Monthly HOA dues vary by community. Exterior of home is not HOA-maintained and is the home owner’s responsibility. **Offer valid for new buyers on new contracts signed
at specified Southern Colorado communities on or after September 14, 2006 and on or before September 17, 2006 which close by December 30, 2006. Up to $4,000 can be used toward window coverings and appliances selected at the Richmond American Design Center.***Offer valid for new buyers on new contracts signed on or after
September 15, 2006 and on or before September 24, 2006 which close by December 22, 2006. Value and composition of package options may vary by community, plan, elevation and/or location. Number of package options that may be selected and availability may vary by community, plan, elevation
and/or location and whether customer elects to obtain ﬁnancing from HomeAmerican Mortgage Corporation and insurance from American Home Insurance Agency, Inc. Package options may be installed after closing. See sales associate for complete offer details. Prices, specifications and availability are
subject to change. © 2006 Richmond American Homes of Colorado, Inc.

