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Operation Home
Front underway
By Academy Spirit staff

The Greater Colorado Springs
Chamber of Commerce, Military
Affairs Council and the numerous
community members offer Operation
Home Front, a program that allows
regional businesses to provide welldeserved discounts to uniformed
service people and their families.
“The Military Affairs mission to
help Academy and other military
families is a central theme to the division staff,” said Mr.Leo Chaney, vice
president, Military Affairs, Colorado
Springs Chamber of Commerce. “We
could not accomplish Operation
Home Front without the concerted
efforts of hundreds of community
volunteers.”
Participants in this program are
sending a clear message that businesses care and are willing to back up
their words with action. The basic
premise of Operation Home Front is
simple: businesses in the Pikes Peak
region offer active duty military and
their families a discount on products
and services their firm has to offer.
The chamber’s Military Affairs
Division sustains and cultivates the
area’s long-standing tradition of
support to local military communities
and families and advocates and facilitates local defense industry growth
by helping small businesses connect
with Department of Defense contractors.
The area’s MAC, founded in
1941, is one of the most established
and effective organizations of its kind
in the country. Comprised of more
than 200 members, the MAC is the
lead on a myriad of community events
and activities for military personnel,
Mr. Chaney said.
The list of participating businesses and sponsors of Operation
Home Front is circulating throughout
the local military community.
Businesses that want to participate in
Operation Home Front can call the
Military Affairs Council at (719) 5754317.
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Coach Lou, this one’s for you!
Air Force men’s soccer head coach Lou Sagastume gets doused by Falcon freshman Kevin Rosser, 8, and teammates Sept. 29 at the Cadet Soccer Stadium. The bluesuiters had just beaten UNLV 1-0, in overtime, giving
Sagastume his 300th career coaching victory. The win made Sagastume only the 25th coach in NCAA Division
I history to reach that plateau. For story, see page 21.

New Academy detachment debuts soon
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Detachment 1 of the 306th Flying
Training Squadron in Pueblo welcomes
its first group of aspiring aviators Oct. 13.
The Initial Flight Screening program
will put Reserve Officer Training Corps
and Officer Training School graduates to
the test to determine their suitability as
pilots, combat systems officers or remote
pilot vehicle (unmanned aerial vehicle)
operators.
They will be screened for attitude,
aptitude, adaptability and motivation to
be professional military aviators.
The detachment was stood up March

15. Lt. Col. John Tomjack assumed
command Sept. 25. The program has been
in the works for more than four years.
Eventually 1,300 Airmen will pass through
IFS annually, and the detachment is
expected to be a full-fledged squadron
within six months.
The detachment and the Academy’s
program are the only two aviation screening
operations in the Air Force.
The detachment’s first class of 15
students will spend 40 days in the classroom and have 25 hours of air time in 19
flights, two of which are solo.
“It is a highly structured program,”
Colonel Tomjack said of the curriculum.
Doss Aviation, Inc., headquartered in
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Colorado Springs, survived strong corporate competition in the bidding process to
provide maintenance, logistics support,
lodging, food service and security as well
as flight instructors, aircraft and fire protection.
“Doss was selected from a number of
very strong proposals,” Colonel Tomjack
said. “Their comprehensive business plan
most closely aligned with what the government intended in the form of a ‘total’flight
screening program.”
The private company has 29 years of
experience in providing flight training, air
traffic control and aviation maintenance.
Doss also currently provides aircraft
See DETACHMENT, Page 5
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War and summer: a cadet’s reflections
By Cadet 3rd Class Joseph R. Tomczak
Cadet Squadron 10

Editors Note: Cadet Tomczak, a Tampa, Fla., native,
spent his summer in England at Royal Air Force
Mildenhall as part of Operation Air Force, a threeweek program designed to introduce cadets to active
duty Air Force units and missions.
It’s been one year since I joined the military
and this morning I took a bus into London.
Wearing jeans, a T-shirt and an iPod, and leaving
my camera at home, I was stopped by summer
tourists with maps and accents I’d never heard
before as I made my way through the city on the
tube. But maybe they mistook me for a Londoner
because I knew exactly where I was going.
Tavistock Square is a quiet, one-block park
carved out of the middle of office buildings and
apartments, where trees and benches and paths and
picnickers defy busy city streets.
One year ago here on July 7, a terrorist boarded
a bus and detonated a bomb, shearing the red
double-decker in half and sending the top deck into
the air amidst a sea of fire and metal and flesh.
That day, three other blasts in different locations
would send London into pandemonium and turn the
city into the newest battlefield of global conflict.
I had been to places like this before, in Lower
Manhattan and downtown Amman. Tavistock
Square was the most recent stop in an intensely
personal journey that began one year ago when I
entered the Academy. My journey is one of many
thousands in my generation who have committed to
serving and training to become military officers
under the ominous and urgent shadow of this
global war. This year we’ve been pushed to our
absolute limits – physically, mentally and emotionally. In one year, the transformation my classmates
and I have undergone has made us virtually unrecognizable from our former selves – and we’re just
beginning to write the history of how our generation will meet the challenges of the Long War.
One year ago, a friend I know spent his
summer refueling and repairing Cessnas on the
tarmac of his small hometown airport in Omaha,
Neb. This year, he’ll be observing from the flight

deck of a special operations cargo plane with night
vision goggles hanging from his helmet as he
watches the European countryside race past two
hundred feet below. One day he’ll be the aircraft
commander who leads his crew to air drop badly
needed humanitarian aid into a war-torn African
village … and when the parachutes rapidly unfurl
over the crates of food and water and medicine
above the village, the sound will resonate louder
than any speech ever given at the United Nations.
One year ago, a guy I know spent the night
partying on the beach with his friends. They had
been through a tough year of military preparatory
school and they spent the night launching fireworks out over the Gulf of Mexico and saying
goodbye to their girlfriends … at least for awhile.
This year, he’ll get the chance to hang his feet off
the back of a combat helicopter buzzing over the
English coastline and toss target flares into the
North Sea. He’ll feel the rush and horrible power
of firing a heavy machine gun from that helicopter.
He’ll be humbled and shaken by the experience,
but one day he’ll be the pilot of a helicopter that
will evacuate Americans from an embassy in a war
zone.
One year ago, a girl I know spent her summers
wakeboarding with her friends on Tampa Bay. This
year, she’ll strap into a fighter jet and witness close
air support maneuvers from the back seat. She’ll be
scared to death and sick to her stomach, but one
day she’ll be the pilot who is urgently re-tasked in
mid-flight to attack an emerging target of opportunity. With poise and confidence she’ll punch the
fighter jet’s afterburners, arm her laser-guided
bombs and she’ll make certain the insurgent safe
house is anything but.
One year ago, a guy I know ran a high school
cross country race for his personal best time.
Drenched in sweat and out of breath, he cheered on
his teammates as they each crossed the finish line.
This year, he’ll find himself running across another
field, this time with an assault rifle. This year,
laden with body armor, he’ll find himself leading
his team not to a finish line, but into an enemy
encampment. Drenched with sweat and out of
breath, he’ll yell out commands and give orders to
his teammates, orchestrating order out of chaos

while projectiles fly and percussions echo at close
quarters. He’ll be in training and the bullets will be
filled with paint and not lead, but soon he may
need to use the same poise and leadership in the
towns and streets of central Iraq.
And one year ago, a guy I know was having
trouble working up the courage to ask his high
school’s prom queen out on a date. This year, he’ll
be working up the courage to let go of an airplane
for the first time one mile above the earth’s surface
and freefall before pulling his parachute and
maneuvering to a drop zone the size of a postage
stamp. He’ll visit his hometown months later with
jump wings on his chest and ask if the former prom
queen is still available – she will be.
I continued in London until the battery drained
on my iPod. At the end of the day, while the long
summer sun still burned late and low in the sky, I
took the train north back to East Anglia and back to
the Royal Air Force base where I spent my summer
in England. Walking back to my dorm I passed a
small memorial made of rock and marble next to a
round-about. Two tall, green hedges in the shape of
towers stood in the center of a concrete courtyard
with five sides forming a pentagon. Then I saw two
small children playing around a bench on the
memorial, laughing and comparing their long
shadows against those of the towers. Then one
pointed to the engraved marble at the foot of the
towers and their mother bent down to them, held
their hands then said something quietly. She found
words, but I could not.
What the American people need to know is that
there still exist hundreds of thousands of young
men and women in America who have made the
decision to contribute to this fight. We’re
contributing in public service, the military and on
college campuses across the country. Many in our
generation – most in our generation, will not join
us in this choice. Yet we think it’s worth it. We
joined not because we want war, but because war is
the most repulsive and despicable thing we know,
and we’re certain that without a struggle for
democracy, stability and human liberty in the
Middle East there can be no peace. And just maybe
one day – many, many summers away from this one
– we’ll be the generation that finishes this fight.

Pager, cellular phones, and Personal Digital Assistant.
• AFI 36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel states a cellular phone must be solid or covered in black, silver, dark
blue or gray and must be conservative. May be clipped to the left side of the waistband or purse or carried in the left hand. Only one may
be worn on the uniform belt. Members will not walk in uniform while using cell phones, radios or hands-free headsets unless required in
the performance of official duties using a government issued device.

• Because the majority of cadets are not issued a government cell phone and must at times conduct official business, AFCWMAN
36-3501, The Cadet Sight Picture states a personal cell phone may be used. A personal phone use, style, and wear must
conform to the guidance as outlined in AFI 36-2903.
The Cadet Sight Picture (Cadet Wing Manual 36-3501) provides an insight into the day-to-day
requirements for cadets.
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Professor breaks ‘new ground
for most of us’ at conference
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Academy political science professor Fran Pilch was
the only scholar at Germany’s “Countering Ideological
Support for Terrorism” conference for international
policy makers and scholars who talked about women
and Islam Sept. 13.
“I think this is new ground for most of us,” she said
this week. “I hope I gave the attendees some new
information and a different perspective to ponder.”
It’s not likely the professor, whose son and daughterin-law are Academy graduates, need worry about that.
“We were all basically trying to brainstorm, to find
ways through which the United States and its allies can
be more effective in the ideological war,” said Professor
Pilch. “My own feeling is that we need to pay a great
deal of attention to what is going on within Islam
itself. There is a movement within many Muslim societies that is trying to ‘modernize’ Islam.”
Moderates want to reinterpret the Koran in light
of the context of this century, but do not wish to forsake
it altogether.
“For example, there is an Islamic feminist movement that is quite unlike the Western feminist movement,” said the professor from Colorado Springs.
“Islamic feminists are charting their own course on
women’s issues and emphasize community, family and
moderation more than the Western movement, where
individualism and autonomy seem to be overriding
concerns.”
She believes the West, including the Western feminists, needs to respect these developments, and indicate a willingness to share ideas, rather than to dictate
them.
“I have long been interested in women’s issues,
particularly issues concerning violence against women,”

said the professor, who is also the division chair of international relations and national security issues. “I feel
a deep sense of solidarity with women everywhere
who are vulnerable to violence because they lack
power in their particular situations – whether it is
within the family, within the community or during
armed conflict.”
Islamic societies have infamous double standards
where a woman can be killed in an “honor killing” if
she is believed to have “shamed the family.”
“Sometimes, completely innocent female children are killed in the most brutal way to satisfy claims
on a family’s honor,” the professor said. “The ability
for women to obtain justice through the legal system
in some Islamic states is often sadly deficient. Just
recently in Pakistan, there was a revolt in the Parliament
when a group of fundamentalist legislators threatened to walk out in protest of a change in rape laws
to benefit victims. Current laws said there have to be
four witnesses to prosecute a rape charge. You can see
that under those rules women who are raped have virtually no chance of justice. President Pervez Musharraf
backed off the proposed changes; it was just too politically risky for his coalition.”
She has written extensively on violence against
women and speaks frequently on domestic violence
and rape during war. Her presentation wasn’t solely
for women in Western cultures.
“I was thinking about how to harness the great
power of non government organizations and human
rights groups to combat extremism everywhere,” she
said. “I was asked to speak on the role of women in
de-legitimizing terrorist ideology. What I have been
thinking about is the relationship between radical
forms of Islam, or extreme Islamic fundamentalism,
and women’s issues.”
Within the general category of women’s issues she

Courtesy Photo

Academy political science professor Fran Pilch
was the only scholar at Germany’s “Countering
Ideological Support for Terrorism” conference for
international policy makers and scholars who
talked about women and Islam Sept. 13. She is an
authority on domestic violence during war.

includes concerns about equality before the law –
especially important in family matters such as divorce,
child custody and marriage, access to education,
vulnerability to violence and political and social
participation.
“I am interested generally in women’s freedom to
choose in matters that are important to them,” said the
instructor. “Some people call this the emancipation
of women; but I prefer to think of it in terms of having
a social and political framework in which women can
decide things that have an impact on their lives and
the lives of their families.”
See PROFESSOR, Page 7

COMMUNITY
M AT T E R S
SERVE YOUR HOMETOWN AS A MEMBER
OF THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD

As an active and integral part of our communities, the Air National Guard is
always there – in the best of times and the worst of times. While you may be
thinking of returning to civilian life, your experience and leadership qualities are
still very much needed by your hometown Air Force – the Air National Guard.
In return for your part-time service, the Air National Guard will
➤ Count time served on active duty toward your Air Guard retirement
➤ Recognize the military rank you held at time of active duty discharge
➤ Offer additional training in your field or a completely new career
➤ Provide eligibility for the VA Home Loan Program
➤ Reinstate many of your active duty military benefits
Enter a new era of military service.
Call 1-800-864-6264 today for
more information.
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Mayor Rivera keynotes
Hispanic Heritage luncheon
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

More of us need to do more.
Concerned with the rising high school dropout rate
of Hispanic youth, Colorado Springs Mayor Lionel
Rivera urged guests at the Hispanic American Heritage
luncheon Wednesday to get more involved with them.
“We need to reach back and do a lot of mentoring,”
he said. “If we want to take care of the future of our
country, we need to take care of our children.”
Mayor Rivera has personally seen what a difference mentoring can make in a youngster’s life. He has
been a Big Brother for 13 years.
“Without a civilian and military trained work

Master Sgt. Ric Melendez, chairman of this year’s
Academy Hispanic Heritage Month celebration
and military trainer with Cadet Squadron 30, presents Mayor Lionel Rivera with a pen set in appreciation of his support

force we’re not going to be the super power we are,”
he said.
Now a banking vice president of investments,
Mayor Rivera came to Colorado Springs as an Army
captain at Fort Carson. He has served on many community boards, including as founder and past president of
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.
The luncheon is part of the Academy’s Hispanic
American Heritage Month. The theme for this year is
“Hispanic Americans: Our Rich Culture Contributing
to America’s Future.”
Mayor Rivera also emphasized Hispanic Americans
need to be better heard at the polls on election day.
“If you don’t vote, politicians don’t take you seriPhotos by Ann Patton
ously.”
Colorado Springs Mayor Lionel Rivera stressed
He is the first Colorado Springs mayor of Hispanic
we must mentor our children to have a strong
descent. Born in Hawaii to a nurse and an Army sergeant future.
first class, his family roots go back to Spain and Mexico.
He is one of the family’s six boys.
“We are always together, in good and bad times,”
He stressed to luncheon guests they should take pride he said.
in their Hispanic background, noting the culture’s strong
Col. Margaret McGregor, research specialist with
emphasis on religion, family and work ethics.
the Dean of Faculty, has an Hispanic stepson.
“We can be proud of our heritage,” he said. “But
“I grew up in California, and my mother made
we’re all Americans first.”
sure we appreciated everyone,” she said.
Luncheon guests enjoyed the get together and the
Colonel McGregor worked alongside crop workers
chance to socialize and share their own heritage.
in the field picking peaches and tomatoes and cutting
Staff Sgt. Lizeth Cameron, medical logistics tech- grapes for wine and raisins.
nician with the 10th Medical Support Squadron, was
Staff Sgt. Carmen Mathis, surgical technician
born in Mexico and raised in Panama.
with the 10th MDOS, was born in California but
“I came to support the Air Force and others with grew up in Mexico.
Hispanic heritage,” she said.
She is making sure her two sons learn of their rich
Lt. Col. Joe Milner, deputy commander of 10th cultural heritage by speaking Spanish and teaching
Mission Support Group, enjoys any opportunity to Spanish songs at home. They spent last Christmas in
learn more of other cultures.
Mexico while taking in fiestas and joining holiday
“It’s nice to meet different people in the commu- parades.
nity I don’t run into in a work environment,” he said.
Maj. Chris Kelsoe, 10th Security Forces Squadron
“It’s fun to socialize and meet other people.”
commander, appreciates the contributions of Hispanic
Senior Airman Ruben Estrada, health services Americans in the military.
administrator with 10th Medical Operations Squadron,
“This is a team effort. It crosses every cultural
just returned from visiting in Columbia where life is line,” he said.
very family-centered.
“We have a pretty cool team here at the Academy.”

$3.49
Breakfast
Special
Available 6 a.m. - 10 p.m., Monday-Friday
Our Magnificent Seven® - Includes two large eggs,
two pieces of bacon or sausage, three buttermilk pancakes

Three Colorado Springs Locations
5190 N. Academy Blvd.
3295 East Platte
6005 Constitution

0,/,7$5<+286,1*
$66,67$1&()81'
³+HOSLQJPLOLWDU\IDPLOLHVDFKLHYHWKH
$PHULFDQ'UHDPWKH\DUHGHIHQGLQJ´

j_ed

f
B[Wi[E

<RXSLFNWKHKRXVH
DQGZHEX\LW

J^_ifhe]hWc_i\eh
f[efb[m_j^XWZYh[Z_j"
WdZ_ief[djeWbb
WYj_l[Zkjo"h[i[hl[i"
]kWhZ"WdZY_l_b_Wd
[cfbeo[[i$
9WbbjeZWoWdZ][j
oekhZh[Wc^ec[

*,)7)81'6
$9$,/$%/(12:

:HKDYHJLIWIXQGV
WRKHOSIDPLOLHV
ZLWKJRRGFUHGLWLQ
&RORUDGR6SULQJV

3OHDVHFRQWDFWXVWRGD\IRUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
ZZZXVPKDIRUJ

5

Academy Spirit
October 6, 2006

Detachment
From Page 1
maintenance and towing for the Academy
soaring program.
The turn-key operation in Pueblo will
eventually set up shop in the original
Sperry building at the airport industrial
park. The city spent $11 million in halfcent sales tax dollars to purchase and
remodel the building, and it will be Doss’
landlord.
“When completed, this will be the
most comprehensive, state-of-the-art flight
facility in the Air Force’s Air Education
and Training Command,” Colonel Tomjack
said. “This is a partnership between the
government and Doss to provide training
and services similar to what one finds at
an Air Force base but via contract.”
The initial one-year contract with
Doss has options to extend the program
for 10 years. Total cost at that point is
expected to be $178 million.
The 200,000 square foot main facility
will house dormitories, kitchens and dining
rooms, classrooms, a chapel, gym, barbershop and conference rooms. The detachment’s mission statement dubbed it “an Air
Force base on a diet.”
Total Pueblo operations will employ
about 200 civilians.
The first fleet of single-engine slender
fuselage airplanes arrived in Pueblo Sept.
12. The six two-seater aircraft, Diamond
Air DA20’s, were built in London, Ontario.
The low-wing planes, with 125 horsepower, have a high-mounted stabilizer
and a range of 547 nautical miles.
The trainer aircraft have the primary
instruments positioned on the right-side

of the cockpit for instruction purposes.
The Diamond DA20’s are the same
plane used in IFS of Academy cadets.
Eventually the number of aircraft
based in Pueblo will rise to 44.
In addition to the Pueblo airport, the
new screening operations will use Fowler
and Fremont County airfields as auxiliary
sites.
Air Force flight screening dates from
1952 when the Air Force instituted centralized, pre-flight training to reduce attrition during later phases of pilot training.

Fast Facts
Initial Flight Screening
• Detactment 1 of the 306th Flying
Training Squadron will screen
aspiring aviators from ROTC and
Officer Training School graduates.
• Second lieutenants will undergo
evaluation to determine their suit
ability as pilots, combat systems
officers or remote pilot vehicle
operators.
• The Academy and the new detach
ment conduct the Air Force’s only
flight screening programs.
• 1,300 Airmen will pass through the
program every year
• Doss Aviation, Inc. will provide turnkey operations for aircraft, housing
and other support services and pilot
trainers.
• IFS aircraft are the single-engine
Diamond Air DA20 built in London,
Ontario.
• Air Force flight screening opera
tions began in 1952.

Photos courtesy Doss Aviation

A Diamond Air DA20 makes her way across the landscape.

Detachment 1 welcomes the first trainer to the Pueblo Airport.
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ALO recruits in
grassroots America
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

He listens to America, to the concerns
in the homes and from the hearts of
young people.
Major John Farese is an Academy
area liaison officer who is meeting with
tomorrow’s prospective cadets near
Charleston, S.C., just as he did in
Shreveport, La.
The 1983 Academy graduate and
retired Air Force officer is now a full-time
Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training
Course aerospace science instructor at
North High School, North, S.C.
He represents the Academy to five
area schools and will shortly attend career
days and other events.
“I hope to have an impact here as I
did in Louisiana,” Major Fares said, who
just arrived in South Carolina.
ALOs aren’t immune from parents
who support today’s troops but have a
difficult time accepting the United States
presence in Iraq.
“I work in a very economically
challenged area,” he said. “That makes
our efforts to f ind good Academy
prospects diff icult. Not being well
informed is a huge cause for some of

the loss of confidence.”
Yet the young people he is meeting
who want to attend the Academy are
patriotic and know many people who
are in the military serving in support of
the war on terrorism. “They have more
of a purpose for joining rather than just
a free education or a chance to fly,” he
said.
He is not seeing any void of talented
folks who would like to become a cadet.
“I always emphasize what an incredible experience the Academy is and what
opportunities military service can offer,”
he said.
Budget is a big factor. Young people
like to be amazed by gadgets and things
that attract their attention.
“We don’t do enough recruiting with
video and hands-on electronics to make
the Air Force look attractive,” the ALO
reported.
His modus operandi is to appeal to
their talents and show them how they
can be of incredible help to a country that
welcomes it.
“I show them how much the Air
Force can give them in return for serving
and all the incredible benefits, both monetary and personal, a career can bring
them,” the major said.

Courtesy Photo

Academy Area Liaison Officer Maj. John Farese is one of nearly 2,000
ALOs. The retired Air Force Reserve officer approaches prospects who
may one day attend the Academy, and guides them through the application process.

He’s not deaf to people tying the
military to war and destruction.
“I try to point out the hundreds of
non-combatant jobs available that correlate to good careers on the outside,” he
said. “I also try to appeal to their patriotism and let them know that our country
needs outstanding leaders, and they have
the opportunity to do things in support
of our interests that few people are fortunate to be able to do.”
As an Academy grad, he feels he
can give them a feel for what is in store

and insight on how to cope with the challenges they would encounter at the cradle
of Air Force leadership.
“It is by far one of the most rewarding
moments when you get the letter in the
mail that one of your applicants was
accepted,” Major Farese said. “I just had
someone accepted to the prep school
this year also and he was disappointed
until I told him what a good deal it really
was and he should be happy to have the
opportunity to go. He is there now, and
loving every second of it!”

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY SER VES THE MILITARY

YOU’LL DEVELOP YOUR COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
WITH WEBSTER’S M.B.A.
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An M.B.A. from Webster University gives you the knowledge to do the
job. Webster has a faculty that practices what it teaches, class hours that
work around your schedule, and small classes with a lot of one-on-one attention. Contact us today.

Webster University-Peterson AFB
719-574-7562 • Fax: 719-574-2333
E-mail: coloradosprings@webster.edu
www.webster.edu/co
Classes Begin October 16
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Professor
From Page 3
After sharing thoughts about radical Islam and
women’s issues, the Academy professor turned to the
issue of terrorism.
“Terrorism is not the same thing as radical Islam,”
she told the Spirit. “However, we often see the rhetoric of terrorists rooted in the rhetoric of radical
Islamists. Radical Islamic regimes, such as the Taliban
in Afghanistan, have allowed terrorists to operate
within their territories, even encouraging them and
supporting them. It was the premise of this conference
that the United States lacks a sustained, well-conceived
policy to counter extremist ideology.”
Professor Pilch argues that women have an enormous stake in developments in Islamic states and that
NGOs that specialize in human rights are critical in
supporting movements for women’s rights in such
states.
“I also argue that the United States has to be very
careful not to appear to impose ‘feminist’ values in these
states,” she said. “It is far better if the push for women’s
rights comes from women within the Islamic world
themselves.”

Sensitive issue
She contends that there is probably no issue that is
more sensitive within Islamic societies than the issue
of women’s rights; there is great variation among Islamic
states concerning the role of women – from Saudi
Arabia, where women are still not allowed to vote to
Egypt, where great strides in this area have occurred.
“Sadly, however, it is still extremely dangerous for
the Elizabeth Cady Stantons of the Islamic world to
advocate for women’s issues,” said the professor who
arrived at the Academy in July 1998. “Just this week,
Saffia Annajan, a women’s rights activist in Afghanistan,

was brutally murdered – another signal of the resurgence of the Taliban in that state.”
She highlights a marked rise in the number of
female suicide bombers around the world.
“I am trying to understand why this is happening,
and trying to unravel the complexity of the relationship between women, the state, religious leaders and
terrorism throughout the world,” she said.
She notes Islamic women are making courageous
efforts to fight for women’s rights within their own societies.
“Women like Shirin Ebadi in Iran, who was awarded
the Nobel peace prize,” she said. “And there are women
throughout the world who advocate for women’s
empowerment – I have met the most amazing individuals who are doing everything from setting up the first
safe houses for victims of domestic violence in Nigeria
to others who are seeking to promote women’s right
to vote in Kuwait.”
This professor does not believe that American
women realize the tremendous risk taken to advocate
for women’s rights.
“They are often targeted and harassed, and sometimes even killed for these efforts,” Professor Pilch said.
“There are also amazing NGOs, such as the
WomenWatch that support women’s efforts throughout
the world. And there are women’s groups that are
deeply involved in conflict resolution – for example,
some interfaith women’s groups are trying to promote
reconciliation in the Middle East.”
Her key message was that everyone in the free
world should have an interest in women’s issues everywhere.
“Even in Europe, we are seeing communities
where women’s achievements are being reversed
because of fundamentalist backlash within immigrant

communities,” the veteran professor noted. “We should
all have a deep interest in what happens in the Islamic
world, because women’s rights as human rights are
deeply affected by all radical, fundamentalist movements. The Islamic courts movement has recently
emerged in Somalia; and what do we see? Almost
immediately there has been an attempt to institute
Taliban-like infringements upon the rights of women.”
She finds it interesting that in the long term,
Islamic states lose out by disenfranchising and disempowering women.

Women huge economic factor
“Women, who make up more than 50 percent of
their populations, could be a huge economic factor in
a state’s development,” she said. “I am optimistic
enough to think that at some point, the idea of the
economic value of women will gain saliency in these
societies.”
That, said the professor, could be an engine of
change for women.
“The other engine of change is globalization –
internet cafes, cell phones and the power of instant
communications will undoubtedly have an enormous
impact on human rights everywhere, as ideas become
the new currency of the ideological market.”
Now to finish the paper on Women and Islam,
which will be included in a journal to be published by
Garmish Germany’s Marshall Center.
“Then I am working on an entry on ‘rape as genocide’ for a human rights encyclopedia and I am on a
roundtable at the International Studies Association
annual conference in Chicago concerning human
rights issues in the post 9/11 era,” the professor said.
“And I am also working on editing a book on space
policy through the new Institute for Space and Defense
Studies at the Academy.”
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Cadet athletes are community winners
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

They are scholars, warriors, leaders and
athletes. They are also young people with
big hearts.
Academy athletes are pitching,
catching, running and scoring on and off
the field to help make life better for others.
Troy Garnhart, Falcon athletic public
affairs assistant, has no way of knowing how
many cadet athletes are donating their time.
“There are dozens and dozens of cadets
who are involved in community service
programs from all the teams,” he said.
Cadet team members go to schools
and read to and with Colorado Springs
students, gather back-to-school supplies,
act as Big Brothers and Sisters, and throw
holiday parties for children in need, just to
name a few service projects.
In community service, the Air Force
lacrosse team joined 14 other collegiate
lacrosse teams to help support research
and support for leukemia. The eighth annual
Price Modern “Lacrosse for Leukemia”
Tournament was held in Brooklandville,
Md., Saturday.
No one lost because no scores were
kept. “The real winning is the cause and
the kids,” said Vince Fiduccia, director of
the Maryland chapter of the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society. “It’s a great day of
hope.”
The organization’s funds help those

affected by leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s
disease and myeloma.
“There is no better representative of our
young people than Academy kids,” Mr.
Fiduccia said of the cadets. He pointed
out they add quality, discipline and high
standards to any event.
“The tournament is also a great lesson
for the players,” he said. “It’s a reminder
of how grateful they must be to be healthy.”
The Falcons named 9-year-old Mason
Maddux as an honored teammate. They
feted him to a team dinner and gifts of a
signed jersey and Academy hat, an Falcon hockey teammates show off
Diabetes Research Foundation.
Academy tailgate party and game tickets
of the team and the children.
for him and his family.
The event drew about 1,400 partici“Mason was very delighted with the
attention given him by our team,” said pants for the 5K Walk to Cure Diabetes and
Academy head lacrosse coach Fred Acee. raised more than $200,000.
“It’s the largest walk we’ve ever had,”
This is the fifth year for the Falcons
at the tournament, which raised $90,000. Ms. Page said. She noted the hockey team
“We consider this a culmination of raised $1,000 on their own for the campaign
our fall program and will continue to go by selling discount restaurant coupons.
“We’re very fortunate to have Air Force
as long as we get funding and are invited
athletes
and it means everything to the
to attend,” coach Acee said.
Another Air Force team also donated kids.”
This is the fourth year the hockey team
some precious personal time off to help
has
participated in the walk. They also
others. The Falcon hockey team stashed
their sticks to help children with juvenile help out with the Foundation’s annual
diabetes Sept. 16 in America the Beautiful spring gala.“We have great kids here at
the Academy and the hockey team has
Park.
“It was like having 30 big brothers to some of the best,” head coach Frank
walk and play with,” said Lynn Page, Serratore said of his players.
The team chose to help with juvenile
Colorado Springs branch manager for the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, diabetes events on their own.

Courtesy Photo

their contribution to the Juvenile

Hockey team members also learned
from their participation.
“It is always an eye-opening experience
for our kids to see children who have to
struggle with diseases that most kids don’t
have to deal with growing up,” coach
Serratore said.
Cadet 1st Class Brian Gineo and his
teammates didn’t mind getting up at 5:30
a.m. on a weekend to help with the
walkathon.
“It’s a lot of fun for us, and it is a great
way to make an impact on someone’s life,”
he said.
Players hoisted children on their shoulders, which the youngsters especially
enjoyed, while parents shot photos.
“It was very rewarding and we could
tell the kids were having a blast which
means the most.”
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Schriever Airmen
assume GPS duty
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE,
Colo. (AFPN) — Airmen from the 1st
Space Operations Squadron here
assumed launch and early orbit responsibilities for Global Positioning System
IIR-M 15 shortly after it lifted off Sept.
25 from Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station, Fla.
The satellite’s journey of 11,000
miles began as its Delta II rocket lifted
off a year to the day after the launch of
GPS IIR-M 14 in 2005.
GPS IIR-M 15 will provide two
military signal bands and two civil
bands. Its signal strength is two to four
times more powerful than GPS Block
II satellites launched less than 10 years
ago, making the satellite more resistant
to jamming, said Willard Marquis, a
staff engineer with Lockheed Martin.
“People with GPS receivers don’t
get a signal strength, but they know
whether the signal is corrupted,” Mr.
Marquis said. “You’re more likely to
get a signal from a Block IIR-M satellite near the horizon or in woods than
you’d be with earlier satellites.”

The military bands on GPS IIR-M
14 and 15 are currently in use for development purposes — they broadcast a
signal, but for the moment, the signal
does not carry any data, Mr. Marquis
said.
The squadron is the only one of its
kind in Air Force Space Command. The
1st SOPS supports GPS; participates in
the Midcourse Space Experiment, a
NASA research and development
program; and collects booster telemetry.
“We support the 2nd Space
Operations Squadron’s GPS mission,
and we have a couple of GPS satellites
of our own,” said Lt. Col. Craig
Bomberg, 1st SOPS commander. “We
took over after booster separation, and
we’ll hand the satellite over to 2nd
SOPS next week.”
The handover will occur after 1st
SOPS Airmen and contractors have
maneuvered the GPS satellite into its
permanent orbit, a route that carries it
around the Earth every 12 hours.
The Air Force Satellite Control
Network, operated by 22nd SOPS here,
also supported the Delta II launch
through its tracking stations at Guam and
Hawaii. Satellites typically lose
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Matt Wentz coordinates countdown checklists inside the 1st Space
Operations Squadron’s operations floor Sept. 25 as seconds tick away
toward the launch of Global Positioning System IIR-M 15 from Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla. GPS IIR-M satellites offer a signal strength
two to four times more powerful than their Block II predecessors. Mr. Wentz
is a telemetry analyst with Lockheed Martin.

telemetry contact with the ground during
the turbulent launch process. The 22nd
SOPS detachment at the Guam Tracking
Station received a signal from the
booster approximately one hour after
launch. The satellite then separated
from the rocket and was acquired for the
first time approximately 15 minutes
later at Kaena Point Tracking Station in
Hawaii.

GPS provides 24-hour precision
navigation and timing services to civil
and military users. It provides combat
capability to service members overseas
in applications such as joint direct attack
munitions and handheld receivers.
Civilian applications include automatic
tellers and bank and stock market transactions. GPS first became available at
full capacity in April 1995.
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AF gets new bomber, fighter upgrades
By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The Air
Force is looking to get a “next generation” long-range bomber by 2018,
according to the commander of Air
Combat Command.
During the Air Force Association’s
2006 Air and Space Conference and
Technology Exposition here Sept. 27,
Gen. Ronald Keys, the ACC commander,
told reporters the command is funded for
a bomber, and it likely would be put
together using some of the same advanced
technology currently in the B-2 Spirit,
the F-22 Raptor and the F-35 Lightning
II.
“We have a lot of those technologies
and you put those together into something
that will look much like what you know
as an airplane,” he said. “And you can
make a next generation long range strike
(aircraft). In order to make 2018, you have
to use the far end of the technology you
have your hands on.”
The general said the Air Force would
not see the next “great leap” in bomber
technology until around the 2030 to 2040
timeframe. Then, he said, the Air Force
may see “hypersonic” capability —
aircraft capable of flying at a speed of
about Mach 5.
For other weapons systems that use
hypersonic technology, the general said

the command would have to consider
cost verses benefit before making a
commitment to buy.
“Hypersonics are cool things, but
what do I get out of it,” he asked. “If I
am there, with my persistent force, I can
engage anything in seven minutes. If I
had hypersonics, it would get me down
to three minutes. But the people I want
to kill can get away in the first two
minutes. Am I willing to pay x billions
of dollars for hypersonic weapons that
don’t solve my problem? Those are the
harsh decisions we have to make when
people come to us with great technology.”
Hypersonic weapons are being
researched by the U.S. military today. The
weapons can travel at speeds above Mach
5 and can generally hit any target on
Earth within hours of being launched.
General Keys said ACC is interested in
the weapons and is researching things
such as the types of engines required, the
kinds of metals that would be needed, the
kinds of frules that would be applied to
their use and how weapons could be
launched off hypersonic platforms.
While General Keys said he wasn’t
ready to commit to hypersonic weapons
immediately, he did not rule them out.
“I want a hypersonic thing to do a
specific thing at a price I can afford with
technical risks I am willing to take,” he
said.
With the F-22, and with the F-35 on

Photo by Staff Sgt. Bennie J. Davis III

Gen. Ronald E. Keys, Air Combat Command commander, said the Air Force
is looking to get a next-generation long-range bomber by 2018. The command is funded for a new bomber, he said during his presentation Sept. 26
at the Air Force Association’s Air and Space Conference and Technology
Exposition in Washington D.C. The current bomber fleet, including this B-1B
Lancer flying over the Pacific Ocean, will continue to be a mainstay in the
war on terrorism.

the horizon, the Air Force must consider
when it will phase out the F-15 Eagle and
F-16 Fighting Falcon programs. For now,
General Keys said the Air Force will
keep many of these aircraft around.
General Keys said ACC plans to
upgrade about 178 of the command’s
best F-15 aircraft with the electronically
scanned array antennas radar.
Additionally, the command plans to

upgrade other F-15s with the joint helmet
mounted cuing system.
For the F-16 aircraft, ACC has
invested in service-life extensions and is
finishing up on the common configuration improvement program for the Block
40 and Block 50 F-16s. The general said
the upgrades will allow those aircraft to
do suppression missions and use
advanced targeting pods.
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AF eyes force transformation initiatives
By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The Air
Force has changed direction in its effort to
fulfill its legal requirements to organize,
train and equip a flying force.
During the Air Force Association’s
2006 Air and Space Conference and
Technology Exposition here Sept. 27, Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael
Moseley explained how the Air Force has
undertaken new initiatives to continue
providing air power to the joint fight.
“We have a responsibility to the nation
to provide for the common defense,” he
said. “And we have undertaken a host of
initiatives that are transforming the way this
Air Force sees itself and presents forces.
Our efforts focus on improving our ability
to provide global intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance, global mobility and
global strike for the nation of the future.”
According to Title Ten of U.S. Code,
the Air Force is responsible for, among other
things, organizing, supplying and equipping a force to fulfill the current and future
operational requirements of the unified
and specified combatant commands.
General Moseley said the Air Force has
undertaken several initiatives to support
those requirements.
As part of an Air Force organizational
initiative, the Air Expeditionary Force
Center merged under the Air Force
Personnel Center to create synergies that
help the Air Force better serve combatant
commanders, General Moseley said.
Another organizational change
involves a reduction in Air Force Specialty
Codes. The reduction will merge many
career fields, forcing Airmen to pick up new
skills, and making them more valuable
when they deploy. General Moseley said
he believes the Air Force can reduce the
number of AFSCs from 263 to about 100.
In addition to organizational changes,
General Moseley said the Air Force has put
a new emphasis on ensuring Airmen are
equipped with the right skills to fight in
the 21st century.
“Any air force is a collection of professional Airmen, and our success hinges on
the training we give these people,” General
Moseley said. “We must educate and train
each and every one of them because we

depend on their resourcefulness, imagination, creativity, adaptability and versatility.
We are emphasizing integrated training
scenarios that challenge Airmen to use all
of the tools, tactics, techniques and procedures available to them in the domains of
air, space and cyberspace.”
As part of a training initiative, the Air
Force has modified basic training to put
greater emphasis on warfighting skills,
General Moseley said.
“Our future capabilities depend on
building better joint and coalition Airmen,”
he said. “We have extended basic military training so we could now focus more
than ever on these expeditionary skills.
We have also expanded the technical
schools.”
The general also said there is talk of
a new battlefield training school which
will offer one-stop instruction on ground
combat skills for combat rescue, pararescue,
special tactics, combat controllers, terminal
air controllers, special operations, weather
and combat communications.
Training opportunities also have been
made for those already in the Air Force.
At Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., the Air
Force has created a single air, space and
mobility warfare center, and a single Air
Force weapons school that merges and
crosses all the war fighting domains,
General Moseley said.
“We also have created the Joint Airto-Ground Operations Group at Nellis, to
include a much more robust Air Warrior
program to improve joint operations with
our ground forces,” he said. “We have
combined the conventional and special
operations training and developed an urban
close air support concept of operations.”
The Air Force also has expanded the
joint aggressor program at Nellis and at
Eielson AFB, Alaska. An additional
squadron of F-15 Eagles at Nellis, and a
planned additional F-16 Fighting Falcon
squadron at Eielson beginning next year,
will work with an expanded Joint Red
Flag program that includes Red Flag Nellis
and Red Flag Alaska.
“(This) gives us a team of professional
threat exploiters, analysts and adversaries
to fight as a single air, space and cyberspace component,” General Moseley said.
“The emphasis is on equipping and training
our Airmen as we expect them to fight.”

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Cohen A. Young

Air Force Chief of Staff General T. Michael Moseley explains how the Air
Force has undertaken new initiatives to continue providing air power to the
joint fight during the Air Force Association’s Air & Space Conference and
Technology Exposition on Sept 26. The conference, which ran for three days
in Washington D.C., featured General Moseley, Secretary of the Air Force
Michael W. Wynne and other key Air Force leaders.

While the Air Force is required to
organize and train Airmen, it also is required
to provide those Airmen with the right
tools to do their jobs. General Moseley said
the Air Force has not forgotten that requirement.
“We will never forget that we must
properly equip Airmen with robust, cutting
edge capabilities and technologies as we
look out into the 21st century,” he said.
The general said the Air Force is,
through retirement and acquisition efforts,
shaping itself into a fundamentally different
service than it has been in the past.
Over the next ten years, the Air Force
will have 10 percent fewer fighters and
about five percent fewer airlift platforms.
At the same time, the service will, among
other things, experience a 20 percent
increase in combat rescue capability, a 30
percent increase in long-range strike capability, a 10 percent increase in refueling
capability and a 20 percent increase in
new ISR platforms, General Moseley said.
“We absolutely have to make these
changes to be prepared for any eventuality,” he said.
Today, the Air Force is maxing out its
aircraft capability and the increase translates directly into decreased combat effectiveness, General Moseley said.

“We are investing in new aircraft,
spacecraft and cyberspace systems, and
equipment to expand these capabilities
and really do some amazing things in the
future,” he said. “This recapitalization and
modernization is both critical and monumental.”
The effort, he said, involves replacing
the 117 aircraft lost in combat contingencies and training since September 11, 2001
and if allowed, retiring some 953 aircraft
over the next five years. It also involves
purchasing new capability to replace the
old.
“We cannot afford to replace these
aircraft 1 for 1,” General Moseley said, “But
we can actually upgrade the inventory
with these new systems. Selectively modifying and modernizing legacy aircraft is
also in our glide path to retain these aircraft
and their operational relevance.”
General Moseley said the Air Force
issued the draft request for proposal for
the KC-135 Stratotanker replacement on
Sept. 25. He said he hopes to get source
selection for the tanker in July 2007. The
general also said he is optimistic the
Congress will authorize full funding for
the Joint Cargo Aircraft and will approve
multi-year procurement for the F-22
Raptor.

No Closing Costs!

Hi, Roy Clennan President
of Freedom Financial
Services. I served 20 years
in the military and I know
what sacrifices military
families make. You're away
from your family and there
are times when you're in
peril. We want to show you
how much we appreciate your
service to our country. So Freedom Financial Services will absorb all
lender fees for any military or civilian personnel working at any local
military installation. This is an eleven hundred dollar value. It's our
way of saying thank you for all you do. If Freedom Financial Services
can help you in any way let us know.
Thank you for serving.

For any Military or civilian employee assigned
to any local military installation!
•Purchase •Refinance •Debt Consolidation

No Closing Costs!

An $1,100.00 Value!
Must be presented at application. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/06. Not valid with any other offer.

“The Mortgage Experts”

Open 7 Days A Week!

Chapel Hills Mall or
5455 N. Union

540-3895
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CALL
TODAY!

Do you think you
can’t buy a home?
• 100% Purchase

love means never having
to tell them not to go over
on minutes.

1
Your # r
de
VA Len

• Refinance Now
• Consolidate Debt
• Bad Credit? No Problem
• Fix Your ARM

Calculate your savings and apply NOW at:
www.cheyennemm.com
Visit us at the entrance to Peterson AFB!
(next to Dairy Queen)

574-4142 • 800-530-2599
JUST IN TIME FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL,

free yourself with:
UNLIMITED PICTURE, TEXT & IM
UNLIMITED US LONG DISTANCE
UNLIMITED ANYTIME MINUTES
NO CREDIT CHECKS
NO SIGNED CONTRACTS

$45/month

America is at War...

buy any phone & GET YOUR FIRST MONTH FREE
with no activation fee.

FREE YOURSELF

mycricket.com

get your Cricket phone today at:

2850 S. Academy
S. Academy & Hancock
(719) 390-9400

5520 S. HWY 85/87, #117
HWY 85/87
(719) 391-3868

308-K South 8th St.
8th St. & Cimmaron
(719) 635-2009

1710 Briargate Blvd., #839
Chapel Hills Mall
(719) 522-0456

5752 Palmer Park Blvd.
Palmer Park & Powers
(719) 638-7334

235 N. Academy Blvd.
Academy & Bijou
(719) 637-8418

3916 N. Academy
Academy, south of Austin Bluffs
(719) 596-7861

1813 N. Union, #110
Union, between Constitution & Palmer Park
(719) 634-8350

Requires new activation. Phone model may vary. Some features not available with all phones. Unlimited refers to calls and
messages made and/or received within your service area, excluding Alaska. Taxes, surcharges, universal service, a $0.45
regulatory recovery fee (for number pooling and portability) and other fees that vary by market are not included. Terms,
conditions and other restrictions apply. See store for details. ©2006 Cricket Communications, Inc.

...and a tradition continues.
Blue Star Service Banners are Back
Men and women in military
uniforms are on the
front lines of our war
on terrorism. In wars
past, a Blue Star
Banner in the window
of a home showed a
family’s pride in their
loved one serving in
the U.S. Armed
Forces and reminded
others that preserving
America’s freedom demands
much.
Every neighborhood has
someone serving in the cur-

rent war on terrorism. As we
steel ourselves for a
long and difficult war,
the sight of the Blue
Star Banner in homes
will remind us of the
personal sacrifices
being made to preserve our way of life.
From the more than 4
million men and
women of The American
Legion, the American Legion
Auxiliary, the Sons of The
American Legion...and all your
fellow Americans...we say,
“Thank you.”
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AF preps for 60th anniversary
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Big things are in store
for Airmen, as Air Force leaders have planned more than
a year’s worth of commemoratory activities leading up
to the Air Force’s 60th anniversary, Sept. 18, 2007.
Brig. Gen. Janet Therianos, director of the 60th
Anniversary office at the Pentagon, said this upcoming
year’s events include Air Force appearances at major
national events.
“This commemoration involves everything the Air
Force is about,” she said. “From the pioneers who paved

the way, to the Airmen who now fight and support the
global war on terrorism, to the future generations who
are going to carry on after us, this historic time embraces
the whole picture. It is our chance to honor our heritage,
and hope for the future.”
The commemoration begins Oct. 14 with the dedication of the new Air Force Memorial.
“It’s going to be a phenomenal event,” said General
Therianos. “In addition to the dedication, there will be a
wreath-laying ceremony on Oct.15 to pay tribute to those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice.”
In the weeks after, there will be events recognizing

the various Air Force art works in the Pentagon, and the
Air Force Academy Band and Cadet Chorale will take
part in the Macy’s Day parade in New York City to start
off the holiday season. Later, Airmen will visit New York
City high schools to talk with students about their Air Force
experiences.
“This is a milestone for the Air Force,” General
Therianos said. “We’re embracing our past and our
present, and looking to an exciting future.”
For more information about the Air Force’s anniversary commemoration, and for a complete list of events,
visit www.af.mil and select the 60th Anniversary link.

Photo by Joel Strayer

Photo by Duncan Wood

Remembrance

Rockies honor military

Members of the Cadet Wing render respect to the flag during the annual Homecoming Memorial Ceremony Sept. 29 on the Terrazzo. This year
45 deceased Academy graduates, most of whom passed away since the
2005 ceremony, were honored. Academy employees observed the ceremony from the chapel wall and Terrazzo just east of the Cadet Chapel.

The Buckley Air Force Base, Colo., honor guard stands at attention with
Soldiers from Fort Carson, Colo., during the Colorado Rockies Military
Appreciation Day Sept. 28 at Coors Field in Denver. More than 18,000 fans
witnessed a fly-over by F-16 Fighting Falcons from the Colorado Air National
Guard and a parade of Soldiers from Fort Carson.The Rockies lost the game
19-11 to the Los Angeles Dodgers in the last 2006 game at Coors Field.
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Why
we don’t discount
our homes.
{

And why you’ll thank us for that later.

}

It’s all about protecting your investment. Let’s say you buy a new home. And one month later somebody else buys a home just like yours but
with a $20,000 discount. That means your home is now worth $20,000 less than what you paid for it. We don’t do that to our existing homeowners.
And we won’t do that to you. What we will do is build your home to a standard that’s far above the typical new home. We’ll include features that
other builders charge extra for. And we’ll back it with customer service that has been recognized as some of the best in the nation. So take a look
around. Compare us to all the other builders, including those with the big discounts. Then decide which one feels like an investment that will last.

It’s a good day to buy a John Laing home.
We have many home styles — including homes available for quick move-in — at a wide range of prices.
Our models are open till 6:00pm every day. So visit us today. Or learn more at JohnLaingHomes.com.
Meridian Ranch

Wolf Ranch

From the $250s to low $300s From the $380s to low $400s
719-494-0970
719-495-7773

Spring Creek

Tallgrass

From the $230s to $270s
719-473-8459

From the $320s to $380s
719-487-7426

Greenhaven

The Gables

Cottage Grove Collection
From the $220s to $260s
719-638-6835

Barlow Collection
From the $280s to $360s
719-559-6014

Windchime Collection
From the $250s to low $300s
719-597-9823

Dakota Collection
From the $340s to $420s
719-559-6010

Price ranges reflect inventory homes and not base pricing for new homesite releases. For complete information on availability
and pricing of quick-move-in homes, call the Home Counselors at any John Laing Homes community.
2002-2004 National #1 Overall Homebuyer Satisfaction by Eliant.

Prices, specifications and availability subject to change without notice.
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Cadet Car Club: a cool place to ‘chill’
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

There is the 1978 Pontiac Trans Am which was
fully restored two weeks before the cadet in-processed
for Basic Cadet Training. Instead of the typical “Trans
Am bird” on the hood, he painted the Air Force logo.
He saw the car sitting in a field when he was 16, and
paid $250 for it.
At 13, having worked as a shop boy and engine
mechanic before becoming a paint and body man,
there was also Cadet 2nd Class Cale Reeves’ revered
1968 Volkswagon Beetle.
His passion for cars followed him from Angleton,
Texas, a small town 10 miles from the Gulf of Mexico,
and initially prompted him to choose engineering
mechanics as a major.
“Then I realized the car probably wasn’t the best
reason to pick a major,” said the civil engineering
major who is cadet in charge of the cadet car club.
For many, it’s a place to chill, to hang out with
fellow car buffs and “bench race” comparisons and
memories or learn things.
“Everyone fits in, as long as they enjoy working
on and learning about all things automotive and it’s a
great opportunity for those trying to learn about
vehicle maintenance and upgrade,” said the cadet.
Even though the most junior cadets are not privileged to have cars, any time during the week when
cadet club members have free periods, chances are a
member will be at the auto-hobby shop.
The club grew from 60 members last year to more
than 130 of what Cadet Reeves calls ‘gearheads’ this
year. The club picks up the base auto and hobby shop
stall fees as members do everything from installing
exhaust headers on Chevy trucks, turbo-charging a
Mitsubishi Eclipse, installing lift kits on Jeeps to
simple oil changes.
It’s a good place for a cadet on a budget.

Courtesy Photo

Cadet 2nd Class Cale Reeves restored this 1978 Trans Am. The cadet car club grew from 60 members
last year to 130 this year.

Since the bulk of the cost for automotive work is
labor, cadets using the auto shop save money by doing
things for themselves.
“There’s a pretty even mix of experienced and
novice gearheads at the shop, so those who want to
work on their car have plenty of help and those who
want to learn how to do things can get their hands dirty
and learn by doing,” the cadet in charge said.
There’s not really anything too exotic, he said.
“But there are several ‘extreme’ trucks like a Ford
F250 with $15,000 put into suspension modifications,
a large number of Corvettes, Camaros, and Mustangs,
several ‘tuner’ cars like Cadet 1st Class Jesse
Caldwell’s Mitsubishi Eclipse, Mitsubishi Lancers and
a 1972 Toyota Celica set up for auto-cross racing,” said
Cadet Reeves.
“We have involved projects going at most shop
days,” he said. “There is an equal number of people
waiting in line for one of the shop’s three lube stalls,
just waiting to change their oil. Even for people with
vast experience, the shop staff can be very helpful by
just lending that third hand you sometimes need.”
Cadet Reeves sets up the shop days. Later this year
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THE MILITARY OFFICERS
ASSOC. OF AMERICA

MOAA

www.pikespeakmoaa.org

Not Just for Retirees Anymore

Open to ALL active, former & retired officers &
warrant officers of each of military services.

390,000 Nat’l Members • 2,900 Local Members
Join the Pikes Peak Chapter MOAA

For more information, Call:
Emery Almasy, 554-9351 or Ray Walkowski, 266-1280

he’ll try to organize some other events with the help of
car club officer-in-charge Capt. James Venters.
They hope to make some trips to area racing
events and car shows, as well as have some club-only
events such as dining-outs and “cruise nights.”
“I enjoy being the CIC because it gives me an
excuse to spend as much time as I want bench-racing
with fellow gearheads and getting my hands dirty on
other peoples’ cars when there’s nothing to work on
with my own vehicles.”
Last year, he helped a club member change the
clutch in his Honda Civic.
“A local garage was going to charge him more
than $700 to change the clutch, whereas the two of us
were able to complete the job for about $300,
including all of the parts and hobby shop stall fees,”
Cadet Reeves said.
“Helping people work on their vehicles is satisfying for me because I remember how great it felt
every time I accomplished a new large task in the
restoration of my Trans Am,” said the cadet from
Texas. “If I can help somebody in the club feel like
that, it’s been a great day at the shop.”

Verity Baptist Church
(Independent & Fundamental)

1025 Ford St.
Colorado Springs, CO
80915
719-638-6706
www.veritybaptist.org
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Preaching Services 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wed. Mid-Week Service 7 p.m.
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Make-A-Wish waves magic
wand over Academy
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Wishes really can come true. They did for Ryan.
The 10-year-old from Englewood, Colo., took
his place as the Air Force Academy’s newest cadet
Sept. 29 and Saturday through the Make-A-Wish
Foundation.
(Last names of Make-A-Wish children are withheld for privacy.)
His mother, Karen, tried to keep his upcoming
appointment as a Cadet for a Day a secret. But when
he had several bad days in a row while hospitalized,
Karen broke the news early.
She credits the news for helping him get back
on his feet. “It made his day,” she said. “He told me,
‘It’s almost worth getting cancer for.’”
For two days the Academy rolled out the red
carpet for the youngster diagnosed with a life-threatening medical condition.
Once outfitted with a flight suit and cap from
sponsoring Cadet Squadron 33, Ryan got a hands-on
visit with the soaring program and a bird’s eye view
of take-offs and landings in the control tower. The
Aero Club enabled Ryan and dad, Bill, to view
Cheyenne Mountain, the Broadmoor and Garden of
the Gods from the air.
“I took off and landed it,” Ryan announced
proudly about his flight. The flight was more
exciting than he expected.
“Much more,” he said.
Back on the ground, Ryan got a taste of parachuting and was first in line for lunch as he marched
with and led the cadets for noon meal formation.
Only on his command did the cadets have permission to eat.
He visited flight simulators and the astronautical
department in Fairchild Hall, enjoyed a canine
demonstration from the 10th Security Forces
Squadron and later took in a chapel tour and prayer
service before a squadron pizza party.

Cadet Ryan takes the lead for the noon meal formation.

Photos by Ann Patton

Ryan gives a snappy salute before taking off into the wild blue yonder.

Saturday, Ryan toured a fire station, huddled
for a squadron football tailgate party and cheered
on the Falcons for their victory over the New
Mexico Lobos.
Full-time cadet escorts relished the chance to
show off the Academy to the youth, who often
appeared amazed at what he saw and did.
This was the third Make-A-Wish cadet youngster Cadet 2nd Class Kat Lyons has been associated with.
“It is always very emotional and personal,” she
said. “No matter what happens you know you
make a difference.”
Cadet Lyons’ father suffered from cancer
which eventually claimed his life. She plans to
keep in touch with Ryan after he returns home.
“This is the best program I’ve ever been part
of,” Cadet 2nd Class Erik Gonsalves said. “He’s so
pumped about all this.”
He said Ryan’s visit boosted morale in the
cadet ranks. “It’s so inspirational for them.”
Make-A-Wish Colorado has made 2,500
wishes come true since its founding in 1983. They
anticipate fulfilling dreams for about 200 children
this year.
“These children are very sick and we are
helping them recover,” volunteer Ms. Maggie
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It’s a go for the jump as
his chute is released.

Appenzeller said of the foundation. “And the
cadets are fabulous in keeping contact with these
kids.”
“For a while they can forget about hospitals
and treatments,” volunteer Ms. Peggy Nightengale
said. “It’s just about having fun and being a
family.”
Both stressed the program emphasizes the
positive. They have many stories to tell of children
who were faring poorly health-wise but bounced
back with more stamina and a better outlook after
their Make-A-Wish experiences.
The two have helped with 112 wishes and have
only felt the loss of six children during that time.
About 85 percent of all wishes are for Disney
World, Ms. Appenzeller said. They have also
fulfilled wishes for meeting celebrities, cruises and
other trips, shopping sprees and even a bedroom
makeover.
People who help Make-A-Wish children’s
dreams come true often practice “Wish Magic.”
“They go way beyond the wish,” Ms.
Nightengale said.
She recalled a girl who wished for a horse to
ride for a year. When the year ended, the owner of
the horse gave it to her for keeps.
Make-A-Wish recipients must be between 2 ½
and 18 years of age at the time of referral and have
a life-threatening medical condition verifiable by
their physician.
They may also be referred by a parent or legal
guardian, social worker or other involved medical
professional. Children may refer themselves, too.
The average wish costs about $6,000. The
income of a family, however, plays no part in determining a child’s eligibility for a wish. All wish
expenses are fully covered.
Funding for the Make-A-Wish Foundation
comes from private contributions, special events,
schools, corporate donations and sponsorships,
foundation grants, planned gifts and workplace
giving programs such as the Combined Federal
Campaign.
Ryan took home many happy memories of his
time at the Academy and planned to tell all his
friends, “You gotta come here.”
He’d like to be a real cadet some day.
For more information on Make-A-Wish
Colorado, call 1-800- 366-9474 or visit www.wish
colorado.org.

Sister Kaitlyn and Ryan get into jump training with help from
Cadet 2nd Class Kat Lyons and Cadet 1st Class Cody Teer.

He’s the honored hero of Cadet Squadron 33.
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Arena Falcons home opener a true blue success
Founding father
passes
Vic Heyliger, “The Father
of Air Force Hockey,” passed
away Wednesday at the age of
87 at his home in Colorado
Springs. Heyliger came to the
Academy in 1966 to coach
the Falcons’ club team. In
1968-69, he was the Falcons’
first varsity head coach.
Heyliger led the Falcons to an
85-77-3 Division I record,
including a 25-6 mark in
1971-72.

Player of the week
Falcon senior free safety
Julian Madrid was named the
Mountain West Conference
Defensive Player of the Week.
Madrid recorded a seasonhigh eight tackles (five solo),
including two sacks for minus
eight yards, forced a fumble
and recorded an interception
in Air Force’s 24-7 victory
over New Mexico.

Falcons third in poll
The Air Force men’s
swimming and diving team is
picked to finish in third place
in the Mountain West
Conference for the 2006-07
regular season as voted on by
the league’s head coaches. The
Falcon women were picked to
finish ninth. Air Force got one
first-place vote and 17 points
to rank third.

Hoop season nears
The 2006 Academy
Intramural/Over 30 Basketball
leagues are forming. Letter of
intent deadline is Oct. 13. The
coaches meeting is Oct. 16 at
3:30 in the community center
gym back office. Preseason
starts Nov. 6 and the regular
season Nov. 13

40,453 witness
opportunistic
performance

By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

Air Force football fans were rewarded for
their patience Saturday as the Falcons long
awaited home opener resulted in a 24-7 bluesuiter victory over the New Mexico Lobos
at Falcon Stadium.
Head coach Fisher DeBerry’s troops
wasted little time taking command of the
Mountain West Conference match up.
On the second play of the game, Air
Force free safety Julian Madrid forced a
fumble by New Mexico running back Rodney
Ferguson which Falcon senior corner back
Chris Sutton pounced on at the Lobo 15yard line.
Three plays later, Air Force quarterback
Shaun Carney powered his way for a 3-yard
touchdown run to give the Falcons a 6-0 lead
they would never relinquish. Air Force has
scored a touchdown on its first drive in every
game this season.
“That set the tone,” DeBerry said, “but,
I didn’t think we tackled well in the second
quarter and I got on them about it at halftime.”
He was referring to the screen pass New
Mexico tailback Rodney Ferguson caught
and turned into a 58-yard touchdown by
breaking several Air Force tackles in the
second quarter. It was the only letdown by
the Falcons all afternoon.
On the previous possession, Air Force
halfback Chad Hall raced 38 yards around
left end to extend Air Force’s lead to 13-0.
“I haven’t seen a halfback show that
kind of spurt in a long time,” DeBerry said.
“When he ran down the sideline he was really
motoring.”
The Falcons were running on all cylin-

Photo by John Van Winkle

Falcon fullback Ryan Williams makes New Mexico’s Quincy Black talk to the hand.

ders, much to the approval of the 40,453
spectators on what was billed as the “Blue
Out” game. Fans were asked to wear something blue in the stands to show their support
of and welcome back their Falcons, who
were finally playing a home game on their
new turf field after a scheduling quirk had
them idle for two of the first three weeks of
the season.
New Mexico (2-2, 0-1 MWC) was
sporting their familiar cherry red and silver
colors but felt blue after a costly mistake
early in the fourth quarter.
Air Force had just upped its lead to 177 thanks to Zach Sasser’s 48-yard field goal,
the longest of his career. Sasser’s ensuing
kickoff was a line drive that Lobo return
man Glover Quin fumbled off his shin. The

Falcons at home
Football
Navy, Saturday, noon , Falcon
Stadium
Hockey
Colorado College, today, 7:05
p.m., Cadet Ice Arena
Alabama-Huntsville, Sunday,
5:05 p.m., Cadet Ice Arena
Men’s Soccer
Denver, Saturday, 7 p.m.,
Cadet Soccer Stadium
Boxing
Navy, today, 4:30 p.m., Cadet
Gym
Volleyball
Colorado St., today, 6 p.m.,
Clune Arena
Women’s Tennis
Air Force Tournament, today
and Saturday, 9 a.m., Tennis
Courts
Lacrosse
Alumni, today, 4 p.m., Turf
Field

Photo by Dave Armer

Falcon defensive tackle Jake Paulsen reaches for a fumble by New Mexico quarterback Chris Nelson, 5. The aggressive Air Force defense cause four Lobo fumbles and recovered two.

ball was recovered by Falcon Aaron Kirchoff
at the New Mexico 20-yard line. It was
Kirchoff ’s third fumble recovery of the
campaign, all on kickoffs.
DeBerry told reporters Sasser simply
missed the ball when asked if that was a
planned play. Sasser agreed.
“It was supposed to go middle deep, but
I hit it a little high,” the kicker admitted. “I
was excited about making the field goal and
I tried to kill it. Luckily, it worked out.”
His teammates cashed in on the turnover
when fullback Ryan Williams, who had a
game-high 94 yards on a career-high 22
carries, ran the ball in from two yards out to
cap the scoring.
The Falcons gave New Mexico’s defense
a steady diet of their fullbacks, especially in
the second half. The trio of Williams, Scott
Peeples and Jacobe Kendrick combined for
151 of Air Force’s 262 net rushing yards.
Their success on the ground enabled Carney
to pass sparingly, just 3-of-5 for 19 yards.
“We said let’s make them stop what we
do best, the junior signal caller explained. “As
long as our fullbacks were giving them trouble
by getting first downs, there was no need to
change anything.”
Air Force has scored a touchdown in
159 consecutive games, dating back to a 130 loss to the University of Mississippi in the
1992 Liberty Bowl. It’s the ninth longest
streak in the nation.
The win leaves the Falcons (2-1, 2-0
MWC) alone on top of the conference.
“We like where we are now,” said
DeBerry who leads all active MWC coaches
with 99 conference victories. “But there’s
some unfinished business.”
On Saturday, Air Force battles Navy, the
three-year holder of the coveted CommanderIn-Chief’s Trophy, symbolic of inter-service
football supremacy.
“My class lost it our freshman year so
this is a big game for us,” Sutton said. “We
don’t have to prove anything to Navy. We have
to prove it to the Air Force, the Academy and
who we represent. We want to prove to the
graduates who won this trophy we’re good
enough to get it back and keep it.”
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Sagastume joins 300-victory club Scoreboard
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

In today’s “what have you done for me
lately” sports world, true greatness is measured by the longevity of excellence.
Given that yardstick, Air Force men’s
soccer head coach Lou Sagastume has stood
the test of time and flourished. His latest
milestone put him among his profession’s
elite.
Falcon forward Steve Noller scored
with just :49 left in the first overtime Sept.
29 at the Cadet Soccer Stadium, to give Air
Force a scintillating 1-0 win over Mountain
Pacific Sports Federation rival UNLV, and
Sagastume his 300th career victory, making
him only the 25th coach in NCAA history
to reach that plateau.
His 300-189-43 record makes him the
12th winningest active men’s coach in
Division I.
“I feel elated,” Sagastume said after the
congratulatory water-cooler dousing he
received from his players. “This is the climax
of coaching so many wonderful people here,
their efforts, sweat and tears. The administration, the stadium, I’m so proud of everything that’s around me right now.”
Sagastume, a Guatemala native, is in his
30th campaign overall, the last 28 at Air
Force.
The win over UNLV was the Falcons
second straight overtime victory and upped
their record to 2-6-1.
“We’re finally playing together, a more

cohesive game than we did at the beginning,”
Sagastume said. “That’s the difference. It’s
a young team going through a rebuilding
year, but we could surprise some people.”
Despite out shooting the Runnin’Rebels
15-7 the Falcons had trouble getting shots
on goal until Noller’s second goal of the year
ended it.
“I was hanging back a little in the box
when Ian (Hauck) sent it back to me,” Noller
explained. “I put it on net and should have
buried it. Fortunately, I got the rebound and
stuck it in the corner. It wasn’t pretty but it
was a goal.”
Sagastume savored the moment until
Sunday when 2005 NCAA national runnerup, New Mexico, rebounded from a 1-0
loss to Denver two days before, to beat the
Falcons 3-1.
The Lobos dominated the first half, out
shooting Air Force 11-0. The Falcons kept
it scoreless until, with :36 left, Bryan Sajjadi
dribbled to the middle and ripped a 12 footer
past goalie Bryan Guyette. New Mexico
made it 2-0 in the 66th minute before Falcon
freshman forward Josh Rhynard took a
centering pass and scored his team-leading
fourth goal of the season from eight yards
away to avert a shutout.
“It was a frustrating game because
they’re beatable,” admitted Rhynard whose
team was out shot 23-6 for the game. “Next
time we’ll be ready to take it to them.”
If anyone can have his team prepared
for the Nov. 3 rematch in Albuquerque, it’s
Sagastume who, in 1993, was named the

INTERCOLLEGIATE
Football
Sept. 30 at AFA
Falcons 24

Hockey
Oct. 2 at AFA
Exhibition
Falcons 4

Academy Spirit Editor

Air Force head coach Frank
Serratore readily admits it’s taken
time to get enough quality
hockey players to attend the
Academy.
The wait appears worth it as
the Falcons sport what arguably
is their deepest roster during the
10-year Serratore era.
That depth was showcased
Monday when the bluesuiters
got third period power play goals

from Mike Phillipich and
Andrew Ramsey to shut down
the University of Calgary Dinos,
4-2, in an exhibition game at the
Cadet Ice Arena.
The operative words are
“shut down,” the sign of a
maturing hockey club.
“Last year we had a lot of
chances to win games in the third
period and didn’t get it done,”
Serratore said. “We can’t apologize for exploiting a team that
was playing its third game in
three nights. That’s what a team

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tim Jenkins

Calgary goalie Jordan McLaughlin makes an acrobatic save
Monday on Falcon left wing Andrew Ramsey’s point-blank
shot. Air Force peppered 49 shots on goal in the game.

Univ. of Calgary 2

Men’s Soccer
Sept. 29 at AFA
Falcons 1 (OT)
Oct. 1 at AFA
New Mexico 3

UNLV 0
Falcons 1

Volleyball
Sept. 28 at Laramie, Wyo.
Wyoming 3
Falcons 0

Golf

Photo by Dave Armer

Falcon defenseman Jason Belvill gets
a leg up on Lobo Joey Vitagliano
Sunday.

MPSF Coach of the Year for guiding Air
Force to a 15-5-1 record, its best ever. The
Falcons won the MPSF Mountain Division
and advanced to the Final Eight of the
NCAA Tournament that year.
During his team’s tourney run, the
Falcons beat No. 1 Creighton, 2-1, in a
memorable four-overtime game played in
sub-zero weather and a driving snow storm,
for one of the biggest upsets in Division I
soccer history.

AF downs Dinos, CC on radar tonight
By Wayne Amann

New Mexico 7

does. We had the legs and they
didn’t. We got it done against
some very good goaltending.”
The Falcons were able to
roll out four equally effective
lines that constantly pressured
Calgary. Air Force out shot the
Dinos 49-22 including 20-5 in
the opening period.
It took Falcon right wing
Brian Reese just 1:15 into the
game to open the scoring. Center
Theo Zacour won a faceoff in the
Calgary end and sent a pass
behind the net to left wing Matt
Fairchild who spotted Reese in
front of the crease for the pointblank goal.
The Dinos tied it just over a
minute later on a Brett O’Malley
power play tally, beating Falcon
goalie Peter Foster.
Later in the period, Foster
made the save of the game with
the right pad on a breakaway by
Dustin Hatlelid keeping the score
1-1.
“They don’t get a lot of shots
but when they do they’re gradeA shots,” Foster said. “When a
guy comes in alone you have to
challenge him. It was a big save
for the team.”
Air Force’s Jay Medenwaldt
and Calgary’s Tyrel Lucas
exchanged second period goals

against backup net minders to set
the stage for the Falcon’s
finishing kick in the third.
Ramsey was picked as the
game’s No. 1 star for assisting on
Phillipich’s game winner and for
netting the insurance goal.
“We’ve been building toward
this team for four years, especially my class,” said Ramsey,
one of seven seniors on the team.
“Now we’re able to score in the
third period and shut them down.
It’s a skill we have with our
depth.”
The senior class is
augmented by five juniors, five
sophomores and seven freshmen.
Air Force opens the 2006-07
season, today at 7:05 p.m.,
against 15th ranked Colorado
College at the Cadet Ice Arena.
“We’ll find out where we
sit on the food chain,” Serratore
said. “CC has speed like we
might not see all year. Don’t
worry about the Tigers, they’ll be
fine. We’re looking forward to
the challenge. If it’s close in the
third period, I like our chances
with this group.”
“I hope it’s packed, sold out,
standing room only,” Ramsey
said. “We’re going to give the
Springs a show they haven’t seen
before.”

Oct 2-3 at Reno, Nev.
Univ. of Nevada Wolf Pack Classic
Falcons 291-289-295=875 (+11)
8th

Tennis
Sept. 29 and Oct. 1 at Lubbock, Texas
Scarborough Specialties Open
#1 Singles Bracket
Christine Abayan, 3rd
#2 Singles Bracket
Rachel Knight, Consolation winner

Cross Country
Sept. 29 at Salt lake City, Utah
Utah Fall Twilight Festival
Falcons (Men) 18 points, 1st
Falcons (Women) 49 points, 2nd

PREP SCHOOL
Football
Sept. 30 at El Dorado, Kan.
#1 Butler CC 35
Huskies 12

INTRAMURAL
Football
Team
Prep
MDG #1
Comm
CW
SFS/MSS
CES/MDG #2

W
7
6
3
3
3
1

Sept. 28
CW 19
SFS/MSS 13
Prep 33

L
0
2
5
4
5
7

PF
216
151
78
117
91
46

PA
84
69
108
133
126
178

CES/MDG#2 6
Comm 6
MDG #1 12

Oct. 3
Games postponed, inclement weather.
Rescheduled for Oct. 10
Oct. 5
Games played after press time

Bowling
Thru Oct. 2
Team
AFA Pool #2
MSG/LGR #2
DFBL
NSSI
DFC
Comm
Cadets
SFS
AFA Pool #1
Retirees
MDSS
Prep School
CES/CEJ
Services
DFMS
MSG/LGR #1
MSG/LGC
DRU
HQ USAFA
DF

W
30
28
28
24
24
24
24
24
22
20
20
20
19
17
16
14
14
14
12
6

L
10
12
12
16
16
16
16
16
18
20
20
20
21
23
24
26
26
26
28
34

Pins
14996
14625
14588
14742
14415
14303
14275
14232
14283
14829
14408
14268
14475
14475
14391
14336
14303
14172
8559
13803
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Peterson Commissary • Peterson Enlisted Club Dining Facility
Peterson AF BX • USAFA Field House • USAFA Ticket Office
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The Bird and the bee
With Otto pulp,
The Bird defends
1st place in marquee
match-up
By 1st Lt John Ross
Academy Public Affairs

After an authoritative victory over
Syracuse’s Otto in week three action,
The Bird took over first place in the
Capital One Bowl Mascot of the Year
Competition.
The victory wasn’t just another easy
squeeze.
“Otto is literally an Orange Man –
five foot ten, and four feet around.
That’s a lot to get your talons and beak
on,” said The Bird. “First he tried to roll
me over, then he tried to douse me with
Otto juice. It was all I could do to fend
him off. Lucky for me, my Academy
peeps came through with the voting.”
An exhausted Otto showed no regret
at the loss, “I gotta hand it to him – The
Bird just got under my peel this week.
I tried every trick in the Orange Book,

but his mojo won it out for him. No
wonder he’s in first place.”
Now with the highest total number
of votes, The Bird finds defending the top
perch a tough job. This week’s opponent,
a yellow jacket named Buzz, is ranked
number two and has a hornet’s nest of
support from his native Georgia Tech. At
press time, he led The Bird by 2, 370 votes
in their head-to-head match up.
“Buzz is no joke,” said The Bird,
“He’s like Mohammad Ali, but forget
that butterfly stuff. He’s all sting.”
Initially too busy to comment, Buzz
found time to speak to the Spirit, “I’m
going to have to swarm The Bird this
week,” he said. “Even though you can
catch more votes with honey than
vinegar, I’m really going to get in his
Photo by Danny Meyer
bonnet.”
The
Bird
gives
a
shout
out
to
his
peeps
for
all
the
voting
support
he’s
The Bird showed no concern, “He
received so far in the Capital One Bowl Mascot of the Year competition. He’s
may have four wings to my two, but I
currently leading in the overall standings.
have air power on my side. Air Force
fans are the best in the world! I know furry champions of the gridiron. Fans Overall standings* of the Top 5 Mascots
W/L
Total Votes
can log on to www.capitalonebowl.com Name
I’ll get the votes I need.”
The Bird (Air Force)
2-1
169,912
The Bird and Buzz are making daily to vote for their favorite fuzzy Buzz
(Georgia Tech)
2-1
169,243
repeat appearances to the Capital One friend, see their best moves and learn Big Red (Western Ky.) 2 - 1
166,484
2-1
166,221
Bowl, which for the last four years has more about them from online inter- Aubie (Auburn)
2-1
165,526
Wildcat (Kentucky)
helped shine the spotlight on the unsung views.
* As of press time

We’ve lost our shirts…
to get you tires at

HIGHLANDS RANCH • 3992 Red Cedar Dr. • (303) 791-5043
CASTLE ROCK • 7520 Village Square • (303) 668-0520
PARKER • Lincoln Ave. & Lincoln Meadows Pkwy • COMING SOON!
AURORA • E. Smoky Hill Rd. & Highway 470 • COMING SOON!

Cheap
Prices!

SAVEUP TO
$

75
25

$
AS
LOW
AS

EA

P155/80R-13

TOURING

PERFORMANCE

47

$
AS
LOW
AS

EA

47

$
AS
LOW
AS

P205/70R-15 • P215/70R-15
P205/65R-15

EA

P195/60R-15 • P195/60R-14
P215/65R-15

WHEN YOU BUY
4 SELECT TIRES
OR WHEELS.
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

TRUCK/SUV

65

$
AS
LOW
AS

DESTINY

EA

P235/75R-15 • P235/70R-16

72

$
AS
LOW
AS

P185/70R-14

®

5720 E Woodmen Rd. (Powers & Woodmen Next to Home Depot) ...... (719) 266-5304
4465 Forest Hills Rd. (Garden of the Gods just E. of Centennial) ....... (719) 260-5974
770 Abbot Lane (8th & Cimarron) ........................................... (719) 520-0694

1770 Dublin (N. Academy & Dublin) ........................................... (719) 260-9181
305 N. Academy Blvd. (Academy & Platt by Target) ..................... (719) 574-8400
1826 Hwy 50 West (Pueblo) ................................................ (719) 545-3407

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.
M-F: 8:30-6
SAT.: 8:30-5

APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE
AMERICA’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TIRE DEALER

tires.com

SHOP | APPOINTMENTS | PAY

STATE OR LOCAL TAXES AND, WHERE REQUIRED OR CHARGED, STATE ENVIRONMENTAL OR DISPOSAL FEES ARE EXTRA.
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COMMUNITY
with the committee. For more information, call Master Sgt. Anna Parker at
333-6856,
email
her
at
anna.parker@usafa.af.mil or call MEO
at 333-4258.

Pine Valley hosts book fair
Home buying made easier
A free home buying seminar is today
from noon to 4 p.m. at the Academy’s
Airman and Family Readiness Center.
Attendees learn the difference between
brokers, agents and agencies plus
financing, mortgage qualifications, loan
types and the advantages to home ownership. For more information, call 3333444.

Book fair nears
Douglas Valley Elementary School,
at 4610 Douglas Loop, presents the
Reading Rainforest Book Fair Monday
and Tuesday from 8:15 a.m. to 3:45
p.m., and Wednesday and Thursday from
8:15 a.m. to 8 p.m. Family Night is
Thursday from 4-6 p.m. with special
reading aloud, door prizes and activities.

Asian-Pacific plans
underway
The Academy’s Asia Pacific
Committee is planning events for AsianPacific American Heritage Month celebrated in May. The first meeting is
Thursday, 8-9 a.m. in the MEO conference room. Military and civilian
personnel are welcome to share ideas

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Daily Mass Mon.-Thurs. - 6:30 p.m.
Holy Day Mass - 6 p.m.

Protestant Service:
Sunday
Traditional - 9 a.m.
Contemporary - 10:30 a.m.
Gospel - 12 p.m.
Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 - 8 p.m.

COMMUNITY CENTER
CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Reconciliation - 4 p.m.
Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday
Catholic Mass - 11:30 a.m.
Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday
Liturgical - 6 p.m.
For more information, call 333-3300.

Pine Valley Elementary School will
host a Scholastic Book Fair Monday
through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
A Family Night is set for Wednesday and
Thursday from 4-8 p.m.
A new program this year called One
for Books allows people to donate $1 to
the school, which Scholastic will match,
toward the purchase of up to 1 million
books for three non-profit organizations devoted to improving reading skills
among children. Book fair proceeds
help support enrichment programs at
the school. For more information, call
472-0737.

Readiness Flight is joining its counterparts at Peterson and Schriever Air Force
bases plus Fort Carson, to present an
Adoption Fair Nov. 14, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., at the Armed Services YMCA,
2190 Jetwing in Colorado Springs.
Several organizations will answer questions on local and infant open adoption,
foster adoption, interstate adoptions and
international adoption services. For
more information and to register, call
333-3444 or 3445 no later than Nov. 9.

Email to win on KAFA
Academy radio station KAFA, 97.7
FM, is giving away tickets to all Falcon
football home games, plus free food.
To enter email: kafafm@gmail.com with
the subject heading GO FALCONS!
Winners will receive a pair of tickets and
$25 gift certificates from two businesses
opening soon in Colorado Springs.

Free concert coming
The community center chapel presents a free concert featuring Michael
Boggs of the group Far From Home,
Oct. 14 at 7 p.m., and Oct. 15 at 8 a.m.
He’ll also appear at the Cadet Chapel
Oct. 15 at 10:30 a.m. For more information, call 333-3300.

Hispanic heritage observed
The theme for this year’s Academy
Hispanic Heritage Month observance
through Oct. 15 is: “Hispanic Americans:
Our Rich Culture Contributing to
America’s Future.”
Planned events include a Hispanic
cultural display throughout the observance in the community center and
McDermott libraries. For more activity
information, call Senior Master Sgt.
Leopoldo Perez at 333-4145, Master
Sgt. Ricardo Melendez at 333-6851,
Tech. Sgt. Crystal Weeks at 333-6713,
Tech. Sgt. Darrell Clements at 3334258, Tech. Sgt. Gregory Buckley-Lowe
at 333-0785, Ms. Beverly Ryles at 3336739 or Ms. Gina Moore at 333-7241

TAP on tap
The Airman and Family Readiness
Flight’s Transition Assistance Program
conducts monthly four-day seminars
for military members, displaced DoD
civilians and their spouses. The seminar
helps attendees make important decisions when moving from federal service
to civilian life. Participants must be
within two years of retiring or one year
of separating to attend. For more information and to make a reservation, call
333-3444.

Adoption questions answered
The Academy Airman and Family

Difference makers wanted
Pikes Peak United Way needs
approximately 400 volunteers for this
year’s Make A Difference Day –
Extreme Community Makeover, Oct.
27 and 28.
Started 16 years ago, Make a
Difference Day encourages people to
care for the needs of others. Last year,
more than 1,300 local residents donated
their time and talents, making the event
the largest community service project
in the history of Colorado Springs.
Volunteers may do so by themselves
or with friends, family members or coworkers. For the full list of projects or
to sign up for the event: visit
www.volunteerpikespeak.org and click
on Make a Difference Day. For information, call Maggie Brubaker at 9550741 or Jeannie Lopez at 333-3444.
Registration deadline is Oct. 20.

Carson appreciates retirees

Octoberfest celebrated
The 2006 Colorado Springs
Oktoberfest is today and Saturday from
4 p.m. to midnight at the Norris Penrose
Event Center’s indoor arena. All
proceeds go to local military charities.
Active duty military and families are
admitted free. All others pay $5.
Organizers need volunteers to help
set up and tear down and with event
operations. Academy volunteers are
needed Saturday for the split-shift 410:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.-midnight or
the entire shift. To volunteer, call Master
Sgt. Ric Brayboy at 333-5944.

Family walkers unite
The Falcon Wanderers are observing
National Volkssport Month with a 10K
(6.2 mile) family walk Saturday at the
Kings Deer Golf Club. Registration is
from 8:30-11:30 a.m. Four-footed
walking companions and large-wheeled
strollers are welcome. A 5K (3.1 mile)
trail is available for a shorter walk. For
more information, call 487-8275 or
667-5662.

Fall festival forthcoming
The Pikes Peak Philharmonic and
musical director Roger Sebby present “A
Fall Festival,” Oct. 15 at 3 p.m., at
Radiant Church, 4020 Maizeland Rd.
Tickets are available at the door. For
more information, call 685-6468 or visit
www.pikespeakphil.org.
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Fort Carson is the site of Retiree
Appreciation Day for the military retiree
community of Colorado, Utah and
Wyoming Oct. 21, from 7 a.m. to noon
at the special events center. The post
will make medical, dental, legal and
financial resources available to participants. Flu shots will be part of the
medical and dental screenings. Powers
of attorney and advance medical directives will be prepared by the judge advocate general staff. Discounts will be
available at the post exchange and
commissary. An intra-post shuttle
service will run from the special events
center. For more information, call
Fort Carson public affairs at 526-1264
or 7525.

Vets on parade
The Colorado Springs Veterans Day
Parade, Nov. 11 at 9 a.m., sports the
theme “A Nation at War… A Community
of Support.” It features the newest
combat veterans, plus those from World
War II, Korea, Vietnam and Desert
Storm. The Academy Band and 10 high
school marching bands will play.
Organizers are looking for groups to
build patriotic, non-commercial floats.
For more information, call executive
director Diana Ceciliani at 282-3862 or
visit the parade website at: www.
csvetsparade.org.

Officers welcome
The Military Officers Association
of America invites all active, retired,
National Guard, and Reserve officers to
join in fostering fellowship and
supporting various civic organizations.
For more information, call 591-9622.

The Action Line is a direct link to Academy senior leadership. It
should be used when other avenues have failed. Concerns should be
addressed at the lowest possible level in the chain of command and
elevated as necessary. If satisfactory results have not been attained by
addressing the chain of command, call the Action Line at 333-3900
or fax 333-4094 or mail to:
Directorate of Public Affairs/ACTION LINE
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3101
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016
Items may also be e-mailed to action.line@usafa.af.mil.
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It’s Here!
Check it out for discounts, special terms and military-friendly businesses.

www.csmng.com
will link you directly to the business home pages of your choice.
For the print version call 634-5905

