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America soars on
Air Force wings
Commentary
By Gen. T. Michael Moseley
U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The
United States of America depends on
its Air Force to defend the population, deliver global effects and jointly
accomplish national objectives to an
extent unseen in the history of
mankind.
In my 35 years of service, many
things have changed. Yet, what has
remained constant is the extraordinary dedication, courage and skill of
the men and women we call
“Airmen” who deliver for the nation
every minute of every day in air, on
the surface, in space and cyberspace.
I am often asked: What does the
Air Force contribute? What does our
national investment in air, space and
cyberspace power bring to America?
Let me share with you some observations of our Air Force that have
inspired me since I was a new second
lieutenant — fresh from commissioning at Texas A&M University
— and continue to fill me with pride
as the 18th Chief of Staff of the
United States Air Force.
I see Airmen (active, Reserve,
Air National Guard and civilians),
vigilant at their post, who provide
first warning of threats worldwide
through space, air and cyber systems
that never sleep and never blink.
From satellites that provide early
warning to over-tasked unmanned
aerial vehicles and surveillance and
reconnaissance aircraft, Airmen
operate the world’s most advanced
sensor network. They watch the globe
— to include North Korean preparations for missile launches, Iranian
nuclear programs and the dangerous
borders between warring nations.
Airmen are America’s global eyes
and ears, likely the first to tip off an
emerging threat to Americans and
America’s interests.
I see Airmen who provide the
first response worldwide for natural
disasters — on scene for rescue and
See WINGS, Page 2
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Future collectibles
Some of the nearly 350 fans who attended Air Force basketball Midday Madness Saturday at Clune Arena eagerly get autographs from Falcon players John Frye, left, and Matt McCraw among others. The event, signaling the
start of basketball practice, offered skills clinics for youngsters while older fans were given the opportunity to
purchase season tickets. Both men’s and women’s programs are coming off their most successful seasons
ever. For story, see Page 23.

Nation’s leaders dedicate AF Memorial
By Staff Sgt. Julie Weckerlein
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — On
behalf of a grateful nation, the president
of the United States accepted the Air
Force Memorial in a dedication ceremony
here attended by military leaders of the
past and present, political and business
representatives and thousands of ordinary citizens and Airmen alike.
“A Soldier can walk the battlefields
where he once fought,” said President
George W. Bush. “A Marine can walk the
beaches he once stormed, but an Airman
can never visit the patch of sky he raced
across to defend freedom. And so it is
fitting that from this day forward, the
men and women of the Air Force will have

this memorial.”
The ceremony was the highlight of a
daylong open house event that attracted
thousands of people from around the
country to the south parking lot of the
Pentagon. Huge screens were put up that
allowed the visitors in the parking lot to
view the dedication ceremony, which took
place at the base of the memorial.
That crowd included H. Ross Perot
and his son, H. Ross Perot Jr., who is
chairman of the Air Force Memorial
Foundation, and Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld. Also in attendance
were former chiefs of staff of the Air
Force, secretaries of the Air Force, chief
master sergeants of the Air Force and
Air Force Medal of Honor recipients and
their families.

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force
Rodney J. McKinley spoke at the event,
saying he was deeply honored to be a part
of it. He reflected on the Airmen who
serve today, and their connection to the
dedicated Airmen who served in the past.
“We have the most powerful air, space
and cyberspace force in the world,” he
said. “This is a long overdue tribute to all
those who are a part of this ongoing cycle
of dedicated and talented Americans who
serve in the Air Force.”
The Air Force Band performed several
pieces while a video was shown with clips
from pilots climbing into World War II
bombers to modern-day Airmen working
in the sands of Iraq.
Chief of Staff of the Air Force Gen.
See MEMORIAL, Page 5
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Wings
From Page 1
delivering humanitarian supplies (to include complete
hospitals) that often mean the difference between life
and death.
I see Airmen airborne, in the center of the worst
storms and hurricanes in history, to track and provide
the warning that is critical to save lives and protect
citizen’s property.
I see Airmen airborne, fighting forest and range fires,
delivering fire retardant liquid from C-130s — again to
save lives and protect citizens’ property. From rescuing
individuals in danger, to providing storm warning, to
fighting fires, to delivering supplies across a global air
bridge, Airmen are the real manifestation of American
compassion and strength.
It has been my observation that Airmen do these tasks
so well that people at risk expect an American response
no matter how far or how adverse the conditions or
how tough the task. It has also been my observation that
these Airmen make all this look so easy that others
believe it is easy — which, of course, it’s not.
I see Airmen who are often first to the fight through
the attributes inherent in the exploitation of air power,
engaging enemies across vast ranges on a truly global
scale, striking targets or transporting themselves and their
fellow warriors to hot spots throughout the world. These
Airmen then stand alongside them in the fight as a joint
team, delivering military options, anywhere on earth.
These Airmen fly bombers on a truly intercontinental
scale, routinely striking targets at ranges unequaled in
the history of warfare, with peerless precision, speed and
lethality, while simultaneously holding other targets at
risk, thereby deterring and dissuading adverse actions.
Other Airmen fly the giant airlift and refueling
aircraft, also on a truly intercontinental scale, daily
delivering humanitarian relief supplies, other war fighters,
cargo, and the means to conduct theater war fighting on
the scale required in this long war on terrorism. In fact,
every 90 seconds, somewhere on the surface of the
Earth, these Airmen take to the air — 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, good weather or foul in defense of
this country.
I see Airmen slip into hollow cockpits of fighter
aircraft and, to paraphrase James Salter’s “Gods of Tin,”
plug themselves into the machine. As these Airmen
prepare themselves for combat, the canopy grinds shut
and seals them off. Their oxygen, their very breath, is
carried with them into the chilled vacuum in a steel bottle.
Their only voice is the radio. They’re as isolated as a
deep-sea diver.
For these warriors — operating in their unique
domain — time and space are compressed. To them,
geographical expanses are reduced and geographical
barriers are bypassed by the hurtling aircraft — again
exploiting the inherent benefits of the ultimate high
ground and vantage of operating within this unique
domain.
In combat, these Airmen live or die alone. They’re
certainly accompanied by others, flying and fighting
alongside — but, really, they are alone in these fighter
aircraft. They’re fighting the laws of physics, as well
as our increasingly lethal enemies. And the connection
to technology is real because first they become part of
the aircraft and then the aircraft becomes a part of
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them, all in defense of this nation.
I see Airmen succeed throughout the world, mirroring
America’s diversity and its blend of capabilities, devotion, courage and valor that unite warriors across cultures
and national boundaries.
I see Airmen who provide measured military effects
and save lives. I see Airmen standing shoulder to shoulder
with their brothers and sisters on the ground, hunting
terrorists as part of our special ops teams, driving
convoys, guarding bases, conducting truly high risk
combat search and rescue missions and providing
medical services in places the devil himself doesn’t
dare to tread.
I see the daily mission reports from U.S. Central
Command, documenting multiple examples of Airmen
on the scene when surface troops are in contact, which
attack with both the aircraft-mounted gatling guns and
with the precision-guided munitions, and whose actions
set the conditions for victory. This is the essence of the
combatant spirit and the joint team.
I see Airmen who quietly support national objectives over the long term. When American ground troops
returned home after liberating Kuwait in 1991, Airmen

“

The ability for our surface
combatants to look up into the sky,
knowing that there’s nothing to fear
is priceless.”
— Gen. T. Michael Moseley

stayed in theater as the preponderance of the force
deployed to not only enforce the United Nations’ resolutions but to defend the local populations from tyranny.
In fact, since that time, Airmen have been fighting in
Iraq for 16 straight years, including the 12 years of
sacrifice and deployed operations in support of Operation
Northern Watch and Operation Southern Watch —
standing guard in the desert as the major American
military force engaged.
I see Airmen demonstrating the inherent flexibility
of American Air Power in responding to combat tasking
during this same period with two additional deployments into the Arabian Gulf, as well as combat operations over Bosnia and Kosovo and an unwavering air
bridge for re-supply and medical evacuation — without
skipping a beat.
I see Airmen on duty at this moment flying America’s
constellation of military spacecraft. This solely Air
Force mission involves hundreds of military satellites
and thousands of Airmen, serving as the nation’s eyes
and ears. These Airmen operate the key spacecraft that
provide early warning, communications, precise navigation and weather information for America’s combat
forces. They are “on watch” 24 hours a day, seven days
a week — and again, they have never skipped a beat.
I see Airmen airborne at this moment in support of
Operation Noble Eagle — overhead the cities and citizens of the United States. This solely Air Force mission
involves hundreds of aircraft and thousands of Airmen,
operating from dozens of locations — scattered from
Alaska, to Hawaii, to the East Coast, serving as the
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airborne shield for America. These Airmen, in flight
aboard AWACS early warning aircraft, aerial refueling
tankers and jet fighters are on “on watch” 24 hours a
day, seven days a week — and again, they have never
skipped a beat.
I see Airmen on duty at this moment across the InterContinental Ballistic Missile fields and deep within the
missile silos located across the heartland of America –
“North of Interstate 80.” This solely Air Force mission
involves hundreds of missiles and thousands of Airmen,
serving as the most responsive element of America’s
“Triad, “ our nuclear deterrent backstop. These Airmen
are also “on watch” 24 hours a day, seven days a week
— and again, they have never skipped a beat.
I see battlefield Airmen engaged in surface combat
alongside this country’s finest Soldiers, Sailors and
Marines. These special operators, combat controllers,
PJs (combat search and rescue to bring back all downed
Airmen, no matter their nationality or service), terminal
attack controllers, combat communicators and combat
weathermen serve as the immediate connection from the
surface joint team to the airborne Airmen — delivering
the desired kinetic and non-kinetic effects 24 hours a
day, seven days a week — and, they too, have never
skipped a beat.
I see Airmen who represent America at its best: its
honor, valor, courage and devotion; its mastery of science
and technology; its awesome military might; its commitment to freedom; its flexibility and adaptability. It has
always been this way: from our humble beginnings
since before World War I, to a decisive military force
which ended World War II, to a truly global force that
manned the intercontinental missiles, jet tankers and
bombers of the Cold War and today contribute to a long
list of successes in the Global War on Terror.
As a reminder of the successes, the last time
American Soldiers have been attacked by enemy aircraft
was April, 1953 — more than 53 years ago! The ability
for our surface combatants to look up into the sky,
knowing that there’s nothing to fear is priceless.
Yet, air, space and cyberspace dominance is not an
entitlement — it’s a direct fight that must be won as a
predicate to any other activity. The battle for air, space
and now cyberspace superiority has been — and will
always be — the first battle of any war.
These Airmen of today’s United States Air Force have
a glorious heritage: from the days of the first combat
pilots of the Lafayette Escadrille of WWI, to the groundbreaking Tuskegee Airmen of WWII, to the early jet pilots
flying “Sabres” over the distant Yalu River during the
Korean War, to the early space and missile pioneers that
put America on the ultimate high ground of space, to
the heroic Jolly Green Giants and POWs of Vietnam,
to the Airmen presently engaged in combat across Iraq
and Afghanistan.
They all live on the threshold of a vast horizon —
across the air, space and cyberspace domains. Airmen
must be able to continue to mold America’s incredible
technological might into the air, space and cyber systems
which guarantee our freedoms and our future.
The United States of America and the joint team that
defends it depend on their Air Force to deliver national
objectives on a global scale to an extent unseen in the
history of mankind. Yes, America truly soars on Air
Force wings.
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Academy professor named top educator
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

An Academy biology professor has
received the 2005 Air Force Outstanding
Science and Engineering Educator’s award.
Dr. Tom Unangst, a 1980 Academy
graduate from South Williamsport, Pa.,
has spent 13 years instructing ‘non soft’
courses at the Academy.
He compared teaching to off-base
campuses.
“The educational profession for generations has been instructor-centered and
content focused, not student-centered and
learning-focused,” said the award winner.
“At the Academy, non-traditional learningfocused education has been in existence for
years and practiced by quite a few faculty
members at varying levels. Although the
content background and foundation of
education is critical, successful and effective educators develop courses and student
skills that exceed mere content regurgitation.”
He shared firm thoughts about
academic success.
Educators must continually foster
intellectual curiosity by challenging students
to become active learners involved in the
learning process, the biology department
professor said.
“My personal goal as an educator is
to strive to become one of those professors
where students remember your efforts,
your effectiveness, your character, your
integrity and passion for teaching, learning
and application to the world we live in,”
he said. “I hope to be remembered by
students as influential in their acknowledge-

ment of the virtue and value of education.
I hope I can make a difference through my
efforts in teaching.”
He is ever conscious of time.
“Cadets enter the Academy highly
motivated to excel with strong academic
credentials and potential,” the professor
said. “However, the time demands associated with academics, athletics and military training and development make time
management a critical skill. Our education
efforts must address these time demands
to make the academic time we have with
cadets as productive and meaningful as
possible.”
Faculty availability to cadets is a
strength, Professor Unangst said.
“In addition, our small class size and
creative course methods make the learning
environment at the Academy unique,” he
said. “The challenges within the sciences
and engineering are similar throughout
our national undergraduate system. With
dwindling interest in these disciplines
nationwide, it is our challenge to continue
to motivate interest in these areas while
offering a program of study that provides
for continued success in science and engineering.”
The instructor and course director has
taught 12 different biology department
classes.
He is aware that science and engineering programs are perceived as difficult majors at the Academy and nationwide.
“If science and engineering were easy,
our nation would have more scientists and
engineers,” said the Air Force’s top science
and engineering educator. “Nevertheless,
within the Academy we continue to have

strong student representation, they have a
love or interest in biology.”
Therein lies a challenge.
“The challenge is to continue to build
on this preexisting interest in the subject
area and to develop a greater understanding
and passion for biology,” he said. “I attempt
to develop this by showing the application
of biology in everything we do. Initially,
the biology foundation is created through
content-based required courses within the
major. In the student-selected advanced
courses within the major, an opportunity
to see the reality of biology and its applications is where the true passion can be
created.”
An additional challenge is to use the
foundation of education as a building block
to further challenge knowledge, understanding and application by creating course
instruction that requires students to organize
and synthesize information, think critically, think outside the box, brainstorm,
develop the next logical step, and analyze
and interpret data and develop skills necessary in the next generation of scientists and
engineers,” the professor said.
His greatest priorities as an educator?
“Critical to being a successful and
meaningful educator is to be an effective
communicator,” the veteran educator said.
“Knowledge is communicated in many
ways to include written, oral and visual
media. In addition, student ability to process
and retain information is often influenced
by the medium. I continually strive to vary
my teaching methods to increase the likelihood of reaching all students.”
In addition to listening and seeing
information, he believes students should

Courtesy photo

Biology professor Tom Unangst during a field trip to Pikes Peak. He is
the 2005 Air Force Outstanding
Science and Engineering educator.

be actively engaged and contribute to the
learning process, with the goal of being
student-centered and learning-focused.
“My particular teaching style relies on
high student involvement both during and
outside of class,” he said. “I often use
discussion and group problem solving.
Both directed and open questioning of
students keeps students involved and
requires more student preparation outside
of class.”
He said he sets high standards, but
recognizes that cadets have high demands
placed on their time.
“I find cadets rise to the occasion and
meet my challenge and many often exceed
my expectations,” said Professor Unangst.
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Cadet excels with his head in the clouds
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Cadet 1st Class Chris Ross loves
everything about flying.
After graduation he’ll enter pilot
training. His ultimate Air Force goal:
become a Thunderbird.
Cadet Ross is well on his way to
both. Last month at the U.S. National
Glider Aerobatic championships in
Dennison, Texas, he was awarded the
John Serafin trophy for his aerobatics in
free routines where pilots invent their own
combination of maneuvers.
“I knew I had a good flight, but I
didn’t think it would be as good as it
turned out to be,” he said. “I was pleasantly surprised.”
Categories for the competition, from
easiest to most difficult, are gliders,
sports class, intermediate and unlimited.
Soaring in a TG-10 glider, Cadet
Ross competed in the intermediate class
and scored 80.57 percent out of a possible
100, the highest a cadet has ever scored
in any contest in Academy aerobatics.
Not only did he beat out all five
glider intermediate competitors (all
Academy cadets) at the nationals but he
also topped the percentages of all three
unlimited glider civilian competitors.
“Cadet Ross is constantly doing
things up and beyond what’s expected,”

said advanced soaring coach Mark
Matticola with the 94th Flying Training
Squadron. “He’s going to be a great
officer.”
Chosen as advanced soaring teams
commander by his peers, Cadet Ross
serves as both a line instructor and
member of the aerobatics team.
“They’re definitely the top of the
top,” Mr. Matticola said of aerobatics
pilots.
To become eligible for solo aerobatics, cadets must first complete no
fewer than 75 basic instructional flights
in gliders. They are selected for aerobatics
based on maturity, experience, drive and
motivation.
The one-week training in Academy
aerobatics is usually held in Arizona in
March.
“They pick it up fast,” Mr. Matticola
said, and added, “We give them airmanship they can’t get any place else.”
The Academy has the only glider
squadron in the Air Force. Fifteen cadets
form the advanced soaring team.
Flying without an engine adds a
huge dimension to aerobatics. The glider’s
energy comes from its speed and height.
The pilot must manage both to complete
a routine before getting too close to the
ground.
Aerobatic competitors must fly their
routine within the confines of “the box,”
an imaginary one kilometer cube of sky.

Courtesy Photo

Cadet 1st Class Chris Ross prepares for the launch of his TG-10 glider at the
2006 U.S. National Aerobatics championship last month.

At top speed a glider can fly across the
width of the box in less than 12 seconds.
Flying outside it shaves points from
or even disqualifies competitors.
Cadet Ross finds soaring “really
calming, just being up there above everything. But when it’s time for ‘acro’ it’s
game on and the intensity kicks up a
few notches.
“Right before I enter the aerobatic
box my palms are always sweaty and my
heart is pounding,” he said. “It’s like the
‘ready, set, go’before a 100-meter sprint.”
His favorite maneuvers are hammerheads and snap rolls.

“Hammers are nice because you go
from 110 knots and 5 g’s to zero knots
at the start and zero g’s at the top,” he
said. “Snaps are about as wild as it gets
in our gliders with a swift 4.8-g pull to
stall the tail, then a rudder kick to get it
to roll.”
Cadet Ross is grateful for being at
the Academy and the “awesome opportunities I have had.”
He is also grateful to his parents
who have supported him all the way.
“They let me do all this crazy flying
even though they may have a few more
grey hairs for it.”
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‘Seed money’ to fund Academy IED research
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Efforts to come up with new ideas about improvised explosive devices used by terrorists and insurgents may reach out to ideas from cadets thanks to
funding from the Department of Defense’s Joint
Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization.
“They would like to see fresh ideas on the
problem,” said Dr. Glen Dudevoir, Academy Electrical
and Computer Engineering Department’s Communications Division assistant professor.
The general area of investigation is preventing
IEDs from being planted, detecting those that are
planted, preventing detonation of those not detected,

and reducing the impact and damage of those actually detonated. Several Dean of the Faculty departments are involved in pursuing the research.
The idea for Academy participation originated with
the JIEDDO science advisor.
“He and I participated in a smaller, less developed
effort at the U.S. Military Academy in 2003 and
2004,” said Dr. Dudevoir.
Spearheaded by the Electrical and Computer
Engineering Department, the Academy is leading the
effort. There are members from the departments of
engineering mechanics, military strategic studies,
management, mathematical sciences, chemistry,
physics and behavioral sciences involved in the unconventional research effort.

This is, after all, an unconventional war.
“The solution of the IED problem requires a
multi-disciplinary effort,” said Dr. Dudevoir. “Each
of the departments involved will make contributions
to the total effort. There are also five cadets who are
majors in electrical or computer engineering who
are participating.”
“JIEDDO has recognized the Air Force Academy
and other service academies as a potential source of
ideas and expertise for dealing with this very real
problem,” the professor said.
He called the undisclosed amount of JIEDDO
funding for IED research “seed money.”
“It is sufficient for us to get started looking into
several different aspects of the problem.”

Memorial
From Page 1
T. Michael Moseley spoke of several
Airmen who made the ultimate sacrifice
in the name of freedom. He read an
excerpt from a letter sent by Senior
Airman Jason Cunningham, an Air Force
parajumper with the Special Forces to his
wife, Theresa, before he was killed in
combat in Afghanistan in 2002.
“As if aware of his impending death,
he wrote, ‘I’ll die a happy man doing
the job I love,’” read General Moseley.
“Those are the words of a true PJ, and it
speaks volumes of his commitment and
dedication. We honor him with this
memorial, as well as the countless others
who are like him.”

Several aircraft, ranging from World
War I bi-planes to today’s stealth bombers
and fighters, flew over the crowd and
memorial in chronological order,
providing visual evidence of the evolution of military flight.
The ceremony ended with a demonstration from the Thunderbirds, who
buzzed the crowd before doing the bombburst formation, which inspired the design
of the three spires of the memorial.
“We commemorate today the courage
of the men and women who wear the Air
Force blue,” said President Bush. “We
remember those who gave their lives for
their fellow Americans. We mourn their
loss, we pray for their families and we
consecrate their legacy here today.”

Photo by Tech Sgt. Cohen Young

President George W. Bush accepts the Air Force Memorial from Air Force
Memorial Foundation Chairman Ross Perot Jr. Saturday at its Arlington, Va.,
location overlooking the Pentagon. Looking on are, from left, Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of the Air Force Michael W. Wynne, Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley and Chief Master Sgt. of the Air
Force Rodney J. McKinley.
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Cyberspace:
the next frontier
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Academy cadets are headed to the front line of the
battle to dominate the new military domain — cyberspace.
On Tuesday, Dr. Lani Kass, special assistant to the
Air Force Chief of Staff and director of the Air Force
Cyberspace Task Force, filled cadets in on the Air
Force’s transformational mission to fly and fight in air,
space and cyberspace.
“We are immigrants,” she said of older Americans
who have had to adapt to the new land of cyberspace.
“They [the cadets] are citizens.”
“This is the generation that will bring this home,”
she said of cyberspace dominance.
The Air Force has seen cyberspace as a warfighting
domain, a battle-space of electronics and the electromagnetic spectrum, which includes radio waves, infra-red,
x-rays and directed energy.
“Cyberspace is not just about computers, or machineto-machine interaction,” Dr. Kass said. “It’s also about
the magnetic spectrum factor.”
Cyberspace dominance also goes beyond communications and information technology. It is a multidimension maneuver space with agility, reach, speed,
stealth, payload, precision and persistence.
She pointed out that Americans have been in cyberspace since the early 1990s, and it presents the same sense
of discovery as when the military explored the airplane
as an instrument of war.
“Our enemies have seen cyberspace as a battle

space for a long time,” Dr. Kass said.
Even without the massive combat weaponry of
super powers, enemies can still rule the cyberspace
fighting domain.
“They are using the domain because it’s cheap,” she
said. She pointed out the weaponry involved in such events
as the bombing in Dharan, Saudi Arabia, in 1996 and
the downing of an American plane in Belgrade,
Yugoslavia, in 1999 were, in reality, simple. In those
instances, enemies employed such tools as commercial
communications, handheld wireless communications
and mobile communications systems.
Dr. Kass was in the Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001. On
that day, enemies of the United States used such cyber
weapons as the Internet for recruitment, international
and cellular communications for coordination and
training on aviation simulators.
The Air Force strategy to dominate the cyber domain
has taken two years to emerge.
“It’s all about the effects,” she said of the strategy.
“We want full spectrum dominance with the same precision as the speed of light.”
To dominate the domain, she said cyber warriors will
need to detect, deter, deceive, disrupt, defend, deny and
defeat in the data stream of information.
Domination also needs to involve air, space and cyber
forces as well as integration with maritime and land
defense resources.
“We want to produce joint effects,” she said and added
field battle will depend on cyber superiority.
“We must control the cyber domain first.”
Dr. Kass asked cadets to imagine “an electronic

Photo by Ann Patton

Dr. Lani Kass emphasizes to cadets Tuesday the
mission to dominate cyberspace.

Katrina” if the electronic infrastructure went down.
“We are so dependent in our daily lives with electronic things,” she said. “If we lost them, our very way
of life would go away.”
In such a scenario there would be, as examples, no
telephones, automatic teller machines, air traffic control
and heat and water for homes.
“All of them depend on automated systems,” she said.
“We facilitate commerce, not security.”
It was obvious Dr. Kass appreciated the applause
and standing ovation she received from the cadets, most
of them fourth classmen.
She also appreciated the contributions they will
make to the country’s defense.
“Our nation is in really good hands,” she told them.

866-706-2802
coloradotech.edu
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Visiting Faculty Program promotes development
By Dean of the Faculty staff

Photo by Danny Meyer

Dean of the Faculty Brig. Gen. Dana Born, right, makes a point during the recent Visiting Faculty
Program reception to Dr. Howard Ernst, left, of the Naval Academy and currently an Air Force Academy
political science instructor, Mr. Scott Edelman, a foreign service officer from the Department of State
and his wife, Dr. Aylin Edelman.

of Colorado at Colorado Springs, said, “The facilities and
support structure are unparalleled when compared to the
many institutions I’ve been affiliated with. The faculty
members are strong because they wholly dedicate themselves to the cadets while still doing the research that will
benefit the reputation of one of the stronger management
programs in the nation.”
Dr. Timm Knoerzer a chemistry instructor, from
Nazareth College in New York, has been impressed with
both the cadet wing and the faculty. “Clearly, there are
many bright, talented and motivated cadets here. The
spirit of teamwork among the faculty at the Academy is
immediately evident. Clearly, this is a place where the
mission supersedes any individual priorities.”
Dr. Robert Stone from engineering mechanics said,
“The faculty here is very impressive — in both credentials and enthusiasm for instruction. It is refreshing to see
young faculty that are really excited about their opportunity to teach. Coming from a research university, that
is refreshing. The cadets are truly outstanding men and
women.”
Mr. John Kambourian, an Academy graduate teaching
political science, reflected on the changes that have taken

/CTOBER $IAMOND
%XTRAVAGANZA
!T ,UISA 'RAFF $IAMONDS AND *EWELERS
WE DO DIAMONDS RIGHT (ERE YOU WILL lND
EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY THE LOWEST PRICES
AND MEMORABLE SERVICE ALL IN ONE PLACE

place. “I was here 35 years ago and we did not have
female cadets, a civilian faculty or NCOs as Academy
Military Trainers. These additions are a huge improvement; they add a certain amount of reality to the Academy.”
When asked to describe what aspect of their Academy
tour has impressed them the most, their responses were
varied.
Dr. Klein continued, “Everyone I meet places the
cadets at the center of all activities. This is evident as both
a policy concern and a process concern. Much of this
comes out during the orientation for new faculty, but it
is even more evident while interacting with faculty, administrators and staff.”
What has been demonstrated time and again during
the VFP’s 30-year existence is its importance of
enhancing the richness of education and research at the
Academy, the relationships established with other
civilian and government institutions, the networking
resulting in future visiting faculty and the expansion
and support of new research. The current visiting faculty
members bring a wealth of expertise, experience and
sage advice to the Academy. Their insights and recommendations are highly valued.
DG9>C6GNE:DEA:9D>C<I=::MIG6DG9>C6GN

The Dean of the Faculty organization is comprised
of a 725-member faculty and staff, including two dozen
visiting professors from institutions of higher education,
senior government officials, nationally and internationally known scholars and renowned scientists as part of
the Academy’s Visiting Faculty Program.
Within the program resides the endowed chair
program, which provides for the employment of several
distinguished educators from industry and the private
sector. These highly prized endowed positions are supported
by earnings from philanthropic gifts.
The VFP, which began in 1975 with only two visiting
professors, now annually targets one visiting faculty
member per department. Most visiting faculty members
return to their home institution or organization after
spending one academic year at the Academy. The VFP
is considered a critical part of the Academy’s overall
academic program by the Academy’s institutional accrediting agency, the Higher Learning Commission of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools.
The academic value from the reciprocal sharing of
information between the visiting faculty members and the
Academy faculty was strongly emphasized by the accrediting team during their last accreditation visit. To highlight the impact of this program, the Dean of the Faculty
Brig. Gen. Dana Born, and her husband, Mr. Tim Born,
recently hosted a reception at the dean’s home for the
visiting faculty and the endowed chair fellows.
Some newly arrived visiting faculty members were
asked to describe why they accepted an invitation to be
a visiting faculty member.
Dr. Flynn Auchey of the civil engineering department
and from Virginia Tech said, “I was interested in experiencing the rigor and discipline of the Academy academic
program and the impact on the students.”
Dr. Howard Ernst of the political science department,
who is visiting from the Naval Academy, added, “I came
here for the experience of teaching world class students,
to observe how things are administered at a different
service academy and to experience life in a different
region of the county. I am a firm believer that you grow
as a person, and certainly as a scholar, when you are open
to different experiences. I hope that this opportunity
provides me with fresh insights that I can use to enhance
my scholarship and teaching.”
The visiting faculty members shared their initial
impressions of the Academy.
Dr. Gary Klein of the department of management,
and a neighboring faculty member from the University
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Travis firefighters take national honors
Academy places
11th, targets
world event
By Staff Sgt. Jeremy Larlee
Air Force Print News

ATLANTA (AFPN) — A team of
firefighters from Travis Air Force Base,
Calif., finished first in the individual
heats portion of the 2006 U.S. National
Firefighter Combat Challenge held here
Oct. 13 and Saturday.
The five-member Academy team
finished 11th in the 27-team field. Its
appearance marked the sixth straight
year the Academy has qualified for the
nationals.
In the individual heat team competition, the best three-team member times
were totaled for the team time. The
Travis Team also finished third in the
relay competition while the Academy
advanced from the Male Open Seeding
round, to the rounds of 32, 16 and quarterfinals before finishing in a tie for
fifth.
The team from Travis is no stranger
to winning the grueling physical event,
as they also won the national title last
year and were crowned the world champions the past two years.
Team Captain Mike Melton, who

also had the second fastest time in the
event at 1:32, said the secret to his
team’s success is that no single person
is held higher than the team.
“Our team dynamic is one of unity
and working together to get to our goal,”
he said. “Regardless of performance
level, no individual is better than the
team as a whole.”
The course was littered with
daunting physical challenges including
a six-story climb and descent of a tower,
hoisting a 45-pound weight six stories,
using numerous hammer impacts to
move a 160-pound weight, dragging a
hose 120 feet to douse a target, and the
home stretch; carrying a 175-pound
dummy backwards the final 120 feet. If
this isn’t difficult enough, the competitors do all of this while wearing more
than 40 pounds of equipment and a
helmet.
Even though he had a good completion time on the course, Sergeant Melton
said he felt under the weather entering
the competition and he pushed on
because he knew his team needed him.
“It was a tough course,” he said. “It
was an honor to win with the great
competition we faced. We really fought
through everything to come out on top
as a team.”
Team Travis and the Academy were
not the only Defense Department teams
to have a good showing.

Photo by John Van Winkle

Academy firefighter Lance Gore, flanked by teammates Roy Dalton, left, and
Staff Sgt. Daniel Arens, drags “Rescue Randy,” a 175-pound mannequin representing a fire victim during the regional combat firefighter challenge relay
team event in Westminster, Colo., in August. The Academy relay team tied for
fifth at the national competition Oct. 13 and Saturday in Atlanta.

The relay event, which had team
members completing one portion of the
course and then handing off a baton to
their next team member, was won by the
SAM Squad from Goodfellow AFB,
Texas. The squad, named “SAM” for
“Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines,”
is a multi-service team and is only two
years old.

The teams, including the Academy
represented by team captain Patrick
Kraft, Roy Dalton, Hans Barkley, Lance
Gore and Staff Sgt. Daniel Arens, next
compete in the World Firef ighter
Combat Challenge, Nov. 7-11, in
Henderson, Nev. It’ll be televised by
ESPN2 which calls it the “toughest two
minutes in sports.”

Responsible Military Loans: Available at Pioneer Services.
Is your payday loan suddenly due “in full” or have you simply grown tired of rolling it over again and again while the interest and fees add up? At Pioneer Services,
we offer a responsible and affordable alternative: personal installment loans with ﬁxed rates and terms just like you get at your local bank or military credit union.
We understand the military lifestyle and use a proprietary scoring model to get you the credit that you deserve. And with the 15-Day Military Loan Guarantee,
you can trust that your loan is at the best rate available or you can return the money, no questions asked.
3273 S Academy Blvd | Colorado Springs, CO
719.391.1111 | M-F 0900-1800 S 1000-1400
© 2006 Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. Pioneer Services is a brand name and registered service mark of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc., where its use is duly licensed to afﬁliates and partners of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc.
All applications subject to the credit policies of our lending partner. No ofﬁcial US military endorsement is implied.
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Former Academy NCO’s uniforms suit the AF
By Staff Sgt. Julie Weckerlein
Air Force News Service

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — One
Airman’s quest to retain the fabric of the
Air Force’s past was showcased here
Saturday as part of the Air Force
Memorial dedication when dozens of
Airmen paraded military uniforms from
the past to the present.
Ranging from the militiamen of the
Revolutionary War to the physical training
gear of today’s force, each volunteer
Airman wore clothing from the different
eras of the military. Men and women
modeled pieces such as the orange flight
suit from Vietnam, the “Good Humor”
all-white mess dress from the 1980s, to
the slashed-rank on the sleeves of the
blue suit that stayed in service for a year
in the 1990s.
The majority of the uniforms came
from the personal collection of Tech. Sgt.
Jack Waid from Offutt Air Force Base,
Neb.
“Today, we had uniforms dating back
from the Revolutionary and Civil Wars,
but as for my collection, I focus from 1947
to today,” he said. “That’s the year we
became the Air Force.”
It all started in 1997 when he was
stationed at the Air Force Academy in
Colorado. Put in charge of decorating
for the Airmen’s Banquet, he wanted to
do something never done before: display

the different uniforms worn throughout
the years. The only problem? He couldn’t
find any.
“The museums have them, but they
don’t rent them out,” he said. “I managed
to find some that could be rented, but that
cost a hefty chunk of change. Luckily, the
committee was able to pay for it, but it
got me thinking.”
He decided that there should be a
place where uniforms are collected and
restored, and brought out to the public for
people to touch and feel, even try on.
“This wasn’t so much a personal
collection as it is a public collection,” he
said. “I really feel that in order to understand our history and our identity, something like this should be available for
people to come up and experience.”
So he hit the Internet and thrift shops,
searching for uniforms pulled out from
the dusty corners of veterans’ closets and
purchasing them with his own money.
Word spread of what he was doing, and
donations started filtering in. With the
support of his wife and four children,
his garage became his storage and workshop, where he sews and repairs his finds.
“It’s really hit and miss with the
quality of these uniforms,” he said.
“Sometimes they are in really great shape,
and in others, they are very worn out. But
that’s okay, because Airmen aren’t always
pristine. We work in these clothes and they
wear out. That’s part of the story.”

Photo by Senior Airman Desiree L. Andrejcik

Air Force Academy Cadet 2nd Class Sean Gorden brings Aurora, the official
Academy mascot, onstage to join current and former members of the United
States Air Force and its predecessor organizations in a parade of uniforms
at an Air Force open house at the Pentagon on Saturday.The open house ran
in conjunction with the official ceremony to dedicate the Air Force Memorial.

It was a no-brainer for him to bring
all the uniforms to the opening and dedication of the Air Force Memorial here.
He said he’s honored to be able to share
the collection with the public.
The volunteer Airmen who modeled
the uniforms were equally motivated to
participate in the event. Maj. Stanley
Sebastian, Jr., who works in the Pentagon
as chief of officer skills requirements
for the Air Force manpower and personnel
office, said he signed up right away when
the call came out for volunteers.
“I thought it would be a nice way to

be involved with the opening of the
memorial,” he said. He wore a khaki
uniform from 1947, complete with hat and
rank. Fitting into the uniform wasn’t a
problem.
“It’s like it was made for me,” he
said. “It couldn’t have been a better fit.”
Walking onto the stage in the
uniform, with the three spires of the
memorial in the background, was a great
moment for him, he said.
“I love history, especially Air Force
history, and being able to be a part of this
day, it’s really a great thing,” he said.
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When you need some power
behind your advertising message

Call 719.329.5236 for Details

No Closing Costs!

Hi, Roy Clennan President
of Freedom Financial
Services. I served 20 years
in the military and I know
what sacrifices military
families make. You're away
from your family and there
are times when you're in
peril. We want to show you
how much we appreciate your
service to our country. So Freedom Financial Services will absorb all
lender fees for any military or civilian personnel working at any local
military installation. This is an eleven hundred dollar value. It's our
way of saying thank you for all you do. If Freedom Financial Services
can help you in any way let us know.
Thank you for serving.
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to any local military installation!
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No Closing Costs!
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5455 N. Union
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October focuses on energy awareness
By Academy Spirit staff

The Academy is trying to create a culture
where Airmen conserve energy.
“The Air Force Energy Strategy is a bilateral approach of assured domestic supply and
reduced demand through aggressive energy
conservation,” said Ms. Diana Dean,
Academy energy manager. The current
emphasis on energy savings is driven from the
Energy Policy Act 2005 Public Law 109–58.
“Other driving forces to conserve energy
include the cost of energy and periodic energy
supply shortages like we experienced last
year in the aftermath of hurricanes Katrina and
Rita,” she said.
In fiscal year 2006, the Academy spent
approximately $12 million on combined
energy accounts like electric, natural gas and
propane.
The Academy purchases electricity from
Colorado Springs Utilities, Intermountain
Rural Electric Association, Mountain View
Electric Association and the Western Area
Power Administration. Natural gas comes
from Colorado Springs Utilities and the base
purchases propane from a contract supplier.
EPA Act of 2005 energy reduction goals
for federal facilities require a reduction in
energy consumption per gross square foot in
fiscal years 2006 through 2015, as compared
with the energy consumption in fiscal year
2003, by 2 percent every year beginning in
FY 2006, totaling 20 percent in FY 2015.

“Since the goal is an overall reduction
of 20 percent over the next 10 years, all
facilities and areas must look for ways to
conserve without compromising the mission,”
she said. “Specific attention needs to be
paid to equipment that is on for several hours
a day, most days of the week. If we can
reduce the number of hours of operation of
equipment, heating, cooling, lighting, exhaust
fans, and keep doors and windows closed that
serve mechanically cooled or heated spaces,
we can impact our energy use and our energy
costs.”
Facilities with increased electrical use per
square foot tend to be communications facilities and buildings with extended hours of
operation.
Natural gas is the primary heating source
for the base. High temperature hot water is
produced by the heat plant and distributed
to the academic area, community center and
hospital. The academic area facilities are
the largest users of HTHW.
Once military family housing is privatized it will no longer fall under the federal
facilities EPA Act of 2005 energy reduction
requirements for the overall base.
“However, all other on-base living quarters, including dormitory facilities, that are
part of the Academy will be subject to the
energy reduction goals,” she said. “Energy
conservation should be part of our daily lives
whether we live in MFH, off-base or in the
dorms.”

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
Dr. John Royal, D.D.S., and his Staff are
pleased to announce the opening of Alliance
Family Dentistry, P.C., after serving for more
than 20 years in the U.S. Army Dental Corps.
We provide a full range of
General and Family Dentistry
services in a new state-of-the-art
clinic. Convenient, Comfortable
and Patient Friendly atmosphere!

955-4023 • 6140 Tutt Blvd, Suite 140
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...and a tradition continues.
Blue Star Service Banners are Back

get your Cricket phone today at:
2850 S. Academy
S. Academy & Hancock
(719) 390-9400
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Union, between Constitution & Palmer Park
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Red Ribbon Week proclamation
“The National Family Partnership for Drug Free
Youth has designated the Red Ribbon Campaign to focus
our awareness on problems facing every community. We
encourage the creation of effective parent/community
teams across America.
I hereby proclaim Oct. 23-31 as ‘Red Ribbon Week’
at the Academy. The 2006 Red Ribbon Week Campaign
Theme is: ‘United Against Drugs.’
During Red Ribbon Week, I urge all members to
display their red ribbons proudly in support of this year’s
campaign, join the activities, and re-commit to live drugfree, healthy lifestyles.”
Lt. Gen. John F. Regni
Superintendent
The Academy Drug Demand Reduction Program,
Health and Wellness Center, 10th Security Forces Squadron
K-9 Unit, Academy Counseling Center and Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment staff are teaming
up to promote community awareness during the 21st
anniversary Red Ribbon campaign. Planned activities
include display boards, slide shows, on and off base
community contact plus red ribbon giveaways at strategic
locations and times.
Supplementing their prevention efforts will be incentive items like T-shirts, water bottles, pens, lanyards and
silicon “Live Drug Free” wristbands.
For more information, call Ricardo Tomaselli at
333-2827.

Falcon Heritage Forum
on horizon
The Academy Center for Character Development in
conjunction with the Academy Association of Graduates
presents the Falcon Heritage Forum, Wednesday through
Oct. 28.

Photo by Senior Airman Amaani Lyle

Behind the scenes
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley meets the Academy’s official mascot, Aurora and
her handler, Cadet 2nd Class Sean Gorden, center. Two falcon mascots and several cadets participated in the commemoration to highlight the Academy and its impact on the operational Air Force
Saturday during the U.S. Air Force Memorial Dedication weekend.

It’s a semi-annual program held in the fall and spring,
featuring 40 military veterans who are invited to participate based on of the chosen theme.
The FHF links cadets with the wealth of experience
and heritage found in our nation’s distinguished veterans
and provides a systematic, yet personal way for cadets to
engage in discussions with men and women of impeccable character as identified through their involvement
in military service to our nation.

Each participant is linked with one of the 40 cadet
squadrons to share their experiences in ways they deem
relevant to the character development of Academy cadets
during the four-day forum.
Previous themes included “Heroes of World War II,”
“Company Grade Officers in Current Operations,” and
“Fifty Years of Integrity.” The theme for the spring forum
was “Heroes of Desert Shield/Desert Storm.” The theme
for next week is “Heroes of Humanitarian Operations.”
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Native Americans live in two worlds
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

If the winds that caress the grounds of the
Academy could speak they might whisper of the
time when the Cheyenne and Arapahoe occupied it.
Most Academy people likely won’t meet one of
the movers and shakers of the upcoming Native
American Heritage observances.
Cadet 1st Class Jukari Davis, from the Navajo
Nation Indian Reservation, is the cadet in charge of
the activities.
His first name is not native to North America,
but Africa.
“My parents thought it sounded interesting, but I
am unsure of its meaning,” said Cadet Squadron 37’s
environmental engineer major. “However, my middle
name, Cayah, is an American Indian name. It is
Navajo for ‘homeland.’ The Navajo spelling is actually K-e-y-a-h and is pronounced Kay-Yah.”
Native Americans and their homeland may never
have had a better troubadour.
The cadet spearheading this year’s Native
American Heritage Club plans to host a variety of
forums that will feature speakers on native issues,
storytellers, cultural exhibitionists, musicians and
Native Americans in the military as well as Academy
graduates throughout the year.
The cadet from New Mexico thinks Native
Americans have values to give to the Academy and
mainstream America.
“Native Americans are highly spiritual,” said
Cadet Davis. “For many tribes, there is no word in
their respective language for religion. Religion is
part culture, ceremonies, family and language.
Every aspect of Native Americans is inter-related. If
people can see this, it may help to add more meaning
to life in general.”
The NAHC has some special perspectives to
share.
“Native Americans are very adaptable,” Cadet
Davis said. “Through the centuries they have seen
change while living in this vast country and were
required to adapt their ways and lifestyle accordingly
in order to survive. I think many people can appreciate this because survival is part of life.”
According to surveys, there is a two percent
population of cadets at the Academy, which makes
the number of Native American cadets roughly 20.

Nothing of their one-time presence on the base is
included in Academy museum ledgers. Under several
federal laws, on-base artifacts of Native Americans
are not published in order to preserve them inplace
and avoid vandalism, said a base community planner.
“There is a forgotten history of Native
Americans on the Academy’s grounds,” he said.
“This area was occupied by the Cheyenne and
Arapahoe tribes. Now the Cheyenne and Arapahoe
are largely located in Montana, Wyoming and
Oklahoma.”
Two tribes have reservations in Colorado. One is
the Southern Ute Tribe and the other is the Utes
Mountain Tribe. The Southern Utes are located in
Ignacio, while the Ute Mountain Ute are located in
Towaoc immediately south of Cortez.
“Though I was raised on the reservation, I had
been exposed to the mainstream,” said Cadet Davis,
planner and club CIC. “Reservations, though many
poorly developed, are not places of primitive nature.
We receive public education, shop in the local
markets, have established governments and have law
enforcement like any other town or city in the United
States. Most of the mainstream influence comes
from the media and popular culture.”
The Navajo Nation is in Shiprock, N.M.
The echoes of days long past still sound on this
base next to the Rockies.
“Aside from the forums, some members of the
NAHC are part of the Academy’s very own pow wow
drum group called the Eagle’s Peak Singers,” said
the cadet. “We get together most Thursdays to sing
and drum to stay connected with one another and our
ways. People may come visit us in the Academy’s
music studio in Fairchild Hall at 7:45 p.m. every
Thursday.”
He has roots in both worlds.
His mother, Delphina Joe, works as a principal
for a Bureau of Indian Affairs school in Teec Nos
Pos, Ariz.
“She was the first one in our family to go to
college,” said Cadet Davis. “During my childhood, I
was raised quite a bit by my maternal grandparents,
which is quite common when parents go away to
college.”
His parents have never owned their own home
but moved from government housing to government
housing.
His grandmother, Alyce Joe, worked with heavy

machinery in coal mines and his late grandfather,
Thomas Joe, worked in construction.
A multi-cultural world? Talk to Cadet Davis.
“Native Americans can and do join the mainstream without forfeiting their own culture and
heritage,” he said. “It is called living in two worlds.
Families want their kids to grow and be successful,
so they raise their children both in their own people’s
ways and in the mainstream. Many times this is a
difficult task because some people may be confused
and want to live in one world or the other.”
Other people grow up knowing only their traditional ways without complete understanding of the
other. Still others may grow up completely in the
mainstream, such as Native Americans who live off
reservations and do not know a thing about their
traditional ways. There is a lot of variation among
Native Americans.
While a small minority group on base, heritage
calls some to the Academy.
“For many Native Americans it is a tremendous
honor, both spiritually and socially, to serve in the
military, as it is part of our heritage to be warriors,”
he said. “The Academy is a great place to receive an
education and to serve in the military. The problem
is that not too many know about it or the other
service academies for that matter.”
He won’t be surprised if this year’s club activities draw an inordinate number of mainstream
people.
“Many non-Natives participate in and believe in
the ways of Native Americans,” said the cadet.
“This is because some people feel they lack meaning
in their lives and want something to connect them
with the people, the earth and their own spirit.”

Native American
Heritage Month Activities
Nov. 4, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Academy pow wow in the Milazzo Club hosted by the
Academy’s Cadet Native American Heritage Club.

Nov. 6, 6 - 7 p.m.
Dr. Leah Arnt, L-1 Fairchild Hall, speaking about traditional roles of warriors and perceptions of Native
Americans and non-natives in society.

Nov. 7, 6 - 7 p.m.
Capt. Lawrence Yazzie, L-1 Fairchild Hall, speaking of
experiences as a Native American military officer.

Nov. 14
Native American Art with Abrakadoodle in the child
development center.

Nov. 16, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Story teller Mr. John Emhoolah, officers’ club, buffet
style lunch.

Month-long events include: exhibits at Academy and
community center libraries, commissary food
exhibit, Peter Strong’s photographs of Wounded
Knee and Judy Jourdan’s Art of the Woodland
People in the Academy permanent professors art
gallery.

Courtesy Photo

Three visiting tribal members of the Haliwa Saponi Tribe of North Carolina prepare to enter the grand
circle while attending the Fall 2005 Lumbee Pow wow in Lumberton, NC.

Committee contacts:
Chair: Capt. Annemaria Hornby
333-9415
Staff Sgt. Shannan Tiphareth
3x5270
Staff Sgt. Linda Sanderson
3x9516
Staff Sgt. Tedd Beyale
3x3939
Capt. Karen Dayle-Horsley
3x4258
C1C Jukari Davis
Cadet Squadron 37
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Cadet returns as published author
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Run your hand down the back of Cadet 2nd Class
Erik Mirandette's left arm and it drops into a crevice
where his triceps used to be.
Cadet Squadron 4's political science major bears
that hole from a terrorist's improvised explosive device
in a Cairo marketplace after a three-year hiatus from
the Academy to pursue a 9,000-mile trek across Africa.
He left to make the world a better place … and may
have. Along the way, he lost his younger brother, Alex.
In his own words, with photos, the author of The
Only Road North which details his travels tells Spirit
readers his story.
Spirit: How did you wind up in Africa?
Well, I was a sophomore at the Air Force Academy
when I decided I was going to take off for a little while
and work for a humanitarian organization. I outprocessed and told everyone I would return after I
finished my humanitarian mission. I left the Academy
and the Air Force, and became a civilian.
I moved to Morocco. Africa I got in touch with
people who worked humanitarian medical missions in
North Africa. I learned some Arabic and got involved.
I lived in a Spanish enclave named Melilla.
There were refugees traveling the mountains
outside of Morocco,toward Europe.There were thousands of them. We initiated a relief effort for these
refugees. It started out with me making trips to the
mountains with loaves of bread and bottled water. The
only other source of food was a trash dump. They were
in pretty dire circumstances. I gradually got to know
them better. They shared with me their needs … medi-

cines and clothes. I’d go into the Spanish community
and speak with church leaders. They started bringing
me things, so it turned into a full-fledged relief effort
every week with medicine. A Spanish medical team
volunteered to come with me.
For the first year I was there, I was by myself.
Then, the Moroccan military intervened and I had to
end my involvement. The Spanish government put
pressure on the Moroccan government. Third world
Morocco’s methods of ridding itself of the pestering
refugees are much less scrutinized than the European
Union’s. It was brutal, they would shoot people, burn
their places, capture them and let them go in the desert.
It was miserable.
After eight months, I was up there during a raid.
We didn’t get in much trouble because of our passports. That day, they came with their guns and riot gear
and arrested 20 people from among the 300 we were
helping. They took them away and also took us and
questioned us for awhile. We got out later that evening.
That was the beginning of the end of my involvement
with the refugees. The Spanish who were involved
were able to continue the effort. It is still going on
today.
Spirit: Had you encountered poverty and conditions
like that before?
No, not before. Everyday, people were dying.
Every time I went back, someone was gone. You’re
never ready for your first experience with that sort of
destitution. That doesn’t change the fact that there’s a
need there. I was in a position to do something to help
meet that need. A higher calling trumped any security I
could have had. I was there to make a difference. The
opportunity presented itself, though it was a little more

than I expected.
Spirit: What spurred you to leave the Academy and go
there at that time?
I came to the Academy out of high school, full of
ideals, ready to save the world and serve my country.
During my first two years, those ideals really deteriorated and I kind of got stuck in the monotony, stuck in
the routine. It was hard to see the light at the end of the
tunnel, to remember what it was that fueled me. Why
was I going through the motions?
Why was I going to class? Cynicism was filling the
void.
One day I woke up and realized this wasn’t the
See AUTHOR, Page 16
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Author
From Page 15
difference I wanted to make. This wasn’t who I wanted
to be at that point in time. Maybe I could have changed
that at the Academy, but there was this awareness that
there was so much more. I went with it. What if I went
this route, listened to this voice inside? What if I
believed I was to do more?
Spirit: You ended your involvement with those
refugees. Then what?
The same week, there was an earthquake 40 miles
west of us. It leveled 12,000 homes, killed hundreds of
people. It was a pretty nasty situation. I had established
myself. I had picked up some languages like Spanish
and I could communicate pretty well in Arabic. When
the earthquake hit, the people I had worked for wired
me some money to help out wherever I could.
For the next month and a half, I worked with the
earthquake relief. The first five days, the Moroccan
government didn’t allow in any foreign aide or
foreigners. I snuck in the day of the quake with my
money and supplies to help out. Everything was
destroyed in the villages, people were cold. I got to
know people pretty well, got to know the workers and
the system. I went back to Melilla and formed my
plans as to how we could better meet the needs, how
we were going to help those villages and get them well
again.
Spirit: Were there cultural or religious clashes between
you and the people of Islam?
No, not at all. It was a conservative city but
humanity, at its most basic level … when there is
someone who needs help and someone who is willing
to help them, transcends religious differences. I had a

much greater relationship with the people than I probably would have if it wasn’t for that situation.
By then, my brother had graduated from high
school. We talked about the possibility of him coming
to Spain before he went into his freshman year at
college. I really thought it was important to get out,
understand cultures and languages, and see the world
before you get into college with the parties and girls, to
get a perspective on things. My parents agreed so we
went to Spain. I introduced him to the city where he
would be living, set him up in school.
Then I went back to Morocco. I had been asked to
lead the earthquake relief, the long-term rebuilding
effort. We were given a house and I was put in charge,
which entailed payrolls and all sorts of things. I was
quite overwhelmed at first. Over the next months, I got
into the swing of things. My brother visited from Spain
and I visited him. We were very close.
My responsibilities were going to increase and I
didn’t have any help so I asked him, ‘Alex, what if
instead of getting on a plane next week you stayed in
Morocco and missed your first semester of college.
Why don’t you stay and help out?’ He jumped at that
opportunity. We traveled together to rebuild villages. It
was phenomenal, the best time of my life.
But the refugee situation lingered. What I saw at a
mountain named Gurugu were the symptoms of these
refugees. They needed to be treated and cared for, but
nothing we could do there would solve things. Other
than individual lives being saved, we were not accomplishing anything that was definitely worthwhile.
I planned on coming back to the Academy,
planned on becoming involved in changing some of
these things. I know that awareness precedes progress.
I conjured up this plan to travel through a lot of the
countries my refugee friends were coming from, seeing

Courtesy photo

Brothers Alex and Erik Mirandette in Africa.

what the problems were; what was it like in the countries; why were they leaving. It turned into a last hurrah
to celebrate our time working in Africa.
I would hook up with different non-government
agencies along the way.
Spirit: That took you 9,000 miles across Africa?
That’s right. I got in touch with Kris, my best
friend back in the states.
I didn’t want my little brother to come. I knew it
would be dangerous. There were two civil wars,
famine, poverty, desperation and people with nothing.
We traveled on dirt bikes. A lot of the places had no
infrastructure, or roads, so we used bikes. We
took gas with us and could go about 500 miles without
having to stop for gas. Originally, it was going to be
Kris and I. I didn’t want to risk my brother’s life but
he said, ‘Erik, you’re about to go on the adventure of a
Continued next page
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Courtesy photo

Cadet Erik Mirandette takes a break in the African
wilderness with persecuted refugees on Gurugu
Mountain.

lifetime and I’m never going to have an opportunity to do anything like this again.’ He told me that
his rightful place was beside me on this journey.
He had turned into a man that last year.
Spirit: Were you armed?
No. I’ve been asked that many times by
Americans, not so much by Europeans.
We were in threatening situations all the time,
but we were always three guys in a foreign country
terribly outnumbered. We wouldn’t have wanted to
elevate the tensions by pulling out a gun. And you
were always outnumbered by a lot of guys with a
lot of guns.
We started out in South Africa where it was
relatively calm. In Botswana, people were great,
very rural, lots of animals and our first encounter

with a big elephant. Tanzania was more tense. We
just missed a slaughter in a village. We traveled
through jungle to get to Lake Tanganyika. We had
a breakdown in Katavi National Park that is infamous for lions and elephants.
The only Land Rover we had seen that day
came by just before sunset as we were planning to
spend the night in the middle of this jungle. So we
drove all that night, ending up in this small village
where a gunman from Burundi came through and
killed a taxi driver and a shop owner right outside
of the only hotel and restaurant there.
In Burundi, lots of guns, lots of war and United
Nations forces, but because of the UN presence it
wasn’t as intimidating. The presence was there, but
I didn’t feel too personally threatened.
We traveled to the Democratic Republic of
Congo. There is no government; it is absolute
anarchy. One time, a van crashed, blocking us as
we were driving up this road. A crowd that formed
demanded money and started taking all of our stuff
when rebels came. The mob didn’t have guns, but
the rebels did. So we made sure the rebels were
happy and they let us do our thing. I gave the
rebels $50 and got my keys back and we took off.
It was ridiculous; a couple of vans took off after us
but we had fast bikes.
I could communicate in French, speak good
Spanish and a little Arabic. For a few months, we
had been in Swahili-speaking countries. We picked
up enough to know what was going on.
Once, we got hit by a mob and Kris took the
bikes and others away from the crowd. I stayed and
waved money, trying to appease the mob as Kris
fixed the bikes, then he motioned that we were
ready to go.
We really interacted well together; we were a
great team.

We moved through Rwanda, through Kenya
and stopped in Nairobi for a couple of weeks. We
had hooked up with a humanitarian organization in
Burundi, two in South Africa, another in Kenya
and were scheduled to hook up with one in Egypt.
We moved through Ethiopia. While we were in the
jungle, the Sudan had reformed its border policies
so we shipped our bikes back to the states from
Ethiopia. I just wanted the trip to be over with and
we ended up in Egypt. We finished what we set out
to do, travel 9,000 miles through 13 different countries. We were in Cairo as regular tourists to enjoy
a couple of weeks of vacation, nothing more. The
first day we went to the pyramids. The second day
we went to the museum and were about to go to the
Kanaleelee Marketplace which, I had been told,
was in the oldest city in the world. I really wanted
to see the sights, the Medina.
We were just four English-speaking American
tourists in an Islamic sector. Wandering through
the marketplace, out of nowhere, an 18-year-old
boy detonates a bomb he is clutching to his chest,
an event that would drastically change my life.
I had a nerve severed in my leg.
Doctors were going to amputate my arm; they
didn’t think I’d ever walk again. No one thought I
would make it. Worse than me was my little
brother. He looked better than me from the outside
but the concussion of the blast was too much to
survive. He died later that night. I had one arm that
worked, the only appendage that I could move.
Editor’s note: Soon after April’s Cairo bombing,
Cadet Mirandette came back to the United States
for intensive rehabilitation. After a year of rehabilitation, he focused on returning to the Academy.
“I’m on the honor roll and pole vaulting
again,” he said.
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Soaring:
from the ground up
By Academy Spirit staff

Billed as the only glider squadron in the Air
Force, the 94th Flying Training Squadron offers
Academy cadets a unique opportunity to slip the
surly bonds of earth.
The importance of this program is paramount to
teach cadets flight maneuvers at the beginning of
their aviation career. The Academy Spirit toted a
camera to give readers a pictorial glimpse of the
Academy soaring program.
One of the aircraft used for the cadet program is
a TG-10B, a two-seat medium performance
sailplane used for introductory glider training culminating in solo, instructor upgrade training, spin
training and basic cross country soaring training.
The TG-10B has a wingspan of 53 feet, four
inches. From nose to tail it’s 27 feet, 11 inches long.
It stands six feet, two inches tall and has an empty
weight of 720 pounds. It can carry up to 404 pounds
while airborne.
It can reach a maximum speed of 124 knots.

Cadets inspect the TG-10B to ensure the aircraft is ready for takeoff.

Photos by Lt. Col. Laurent Fox

Cadet 1st Class Matt Young receives a pre-flight briefing from Lt. Col. Steve Dutkus, 94th
Flying Training Squadron commander, prior to flying a TG-10B glider sortie.

A pre-flight checklist is used to go over emergency procedures, flight parameters and specifications of the TG-10B glider.
Background: A Piper Cub tow plane releases the tow rope, allowing the TG-10B to take free flight. The tow is necessary for the glider to reach proper flight altitude.

The TG-10B conducts a stall recovery maneuver above the Academy. Stall recoveries are one of the many flying safety procedures cadets
learn in the soaring program.
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Mission accomplished,
covert cadet ...
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Okay, so The Arizona Republic
panned Cadet 2nd Class Anthony
Paladino’s proposal to his sweetheart at
a Diamondbacks’ baseball game one
Sunday in September.
“If you start with the proposition
that a good marriage is built on trust,
you may be a little worried about the
future of Tony and Ashley,” read part of
a Sept. 19 story in the Arizona newspaper.
The cadet reportedly snuck into the
town of Chandler, Ariz., and wore a
catcher’s mask to conceal his identity.
He wrote something on the ball and
handed it to her. It said “I love you.” He
went on his knee and gave her a ring.
What it may have lacked in class it
made up for in style. She was heard to
say “yes,” and before thunderous
applause they kissed.
Now they are planning their
marriage after Cadet Paladin graduates
in two years.
The Cadet Squadron 3 operations
research major read the article that put
him in the spotlight in his hometown.
Now for the story behind the story.
“The idea was crafted by a friend of

mine from home,” he
said. “We were trying to
come up with a spectacular way for me to
propose and through
some contacts we made
it work. The entire
stadium was cheering
and it was an experience that I will
never forget.”
Miss Ashley Schmitt and Cadet
Paladino went to elementary school
together but ran into each other by
chance only months before he inprocessed at the Academy.
“I met Ashley in between college
and the academy… at a bowling alley,”
he said. “Real romantic, right? Say
what you want, I knew she was the one
when I saw her blush after I threw her a
gutter ball.”
She is currently a senior at Arizona
State University and will graduate with
an elementary education degree in May.
“She is planning on teaching for her
first year next fall, during my firstie
year, so both of us will be very busy,”
said the cadet. “Having the longer
engagement will give us extra time to
plan the wedding and take marriage
preparation classes at church when I can
take leave to go home.”

... now betrothed

The long-distance
relationship can be hard
sometimes.
“Ashley and I are
Courtesy photos
very good at staying in (Left) Behind the catcher’s mask was Cadet 2nd Class
touch and we talk on
Anthony Paladino who surprised now fiancee Ashley
the phone every night,” Schmitt. (Above) He places an engagement ring on her
finger.
said the romantic
someone from school or church saw her
cadet. “Shared values, communication
and trust have become the foundation of on TV or read the article in the newspaper,” said the betrothed cadet. “She
our relationship and they help us deal
has really gotten a kick out of the whole
with the distance and long lengths of
thing.
time apart.”
“I would just like to apologize to all
How did it feel to be famous?
those guys out there planning on
“I don’t consider myself as ‘was
popping the question to their girlfriends
famous’ because I’m still famous; I’m
who heard about my proposal,” he said.
the guy who got Ashley Schmitt to say
“I know I set the bar high … but I
‘yes!’” said the cadet. “The publicity
couldn’t help it because I guess that’s
was okay I guess. I’m not one to shy
away from attention when it’s put on me, just the kind of guy I am.”
The results of the game?
but I am content without it.”
“There was a baseball game?”
Ashley, he said, loved every minute
remarked the cadet. “I must have missed
of it.
“Even three weeks after the fact she it getting engaged to the woman of my
dreams.”
was excited to tell me about how
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or price without notice or obligation. * This offer available exclusively through PHMC, Builder’s Afﬁliated Lender and closing with Universal Land Title, Builder’s preferred title company. This is not an offer to lend and all borrowers must qualify.
Not all mortgage programs apply. PHMC is an equal housing lender. Builder reserves the right to cancel or withdraw this program without notice. Offer applies to new contracts only written after December 30, 2006.

The Overlook at
Wolf Ranch
Row townhomes
from the upper $100s!
•
•
•
•
•

1,285 to 1,451 square feet
Nine-foot or vaulted celings throughout main level
Four brand new, expertly designed ﬂoorplans
Near Westcreek and Gateway Parks
Miles of walking trails

5541 Cross Creek Drive
Colorado Springs, Colorado
719-314-0444

Springs Ranch
Single family homes
from the low $200s!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Incredible ﬂoorplans from 1,238 to 2,750 square feet
Homes up to 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths
18-hole championship Springs Ranch Golf Club
Two complete trail systems ideal for biking & walking
Minor League baseball at Sky Sox Stadium
Easy access to the airport via Powers Boulevard

5541 Cross Creek Drive
Colorado Springs, Colorado
719-314-0444
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TWICE
AS NICE
Digital Cable

High-Speed Internet

Get the Cable Advantage

Leave DSL in the dust

> Adelphia OnDemand – a library of
movies and shows available whenever
you want

> Download speeds up to 4Mbps –
it’s faster than DSL and dial-up

> On-screen guide and parental controls
> Local channels included at no extra cost
> HDTV also available

> Up to 7 personal e-mail accounts
> Freedom™ Internet Security Service
including pop-up blocker, virus protection
and parental controls

TWO GREAT SERVICES. TWO GREAT DEALS.

$33
each per month

$33

for 6 months

for 6 months

each per month

Call 1-866-4ADELPHIA
Limited time offer. After promotional period ends, current monthly rates apply. Services not available in all areas. Pricing, programming and number of channels may change. Installation, equipment and other charges
may apply. OnDemand programs are limited. OnDemand is available to residential customers in certain Adelphia Digital cable wired and serviceable areas only. A digital converter and remote is required. Additional
monthly HDTV equipment charges will apply. To receive HD features and benefits, an HD television (not provided), converter, remote control and other equipment is required. Professional installation required for nonAdelphia cable customers and rates vary according to service area. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Speed comparisons for downloads only and compare Adelphia download speed of 4.0 Mbps to DSL's standard package download speed of 1.5 Mbps and 56K dial-up. Certain restrictions apply. Services are subject to terms and conditions of Adelphia policies and practices. Please call 1-866-4Adelphia for complete details. ©
2006 Adelphia Communications.
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Arena
Player of the Week
Falcon junior quarterback
Shaun Carney was named the
Mountain West Conference
Offensive Player of the Week.
Shaun Carney rushed for 106
yards on 14 carries (7.6 yards
per carry) and connected on 8of-13 passes for 102 yards and
two touchdowns in Air Force’s
24-21 come from behind win
against Colorado State. Carney
went 4-for-5 passing in the
second half with two of the
completions going for first
downs and the other two going
for touchdowns. It was Carney’s
first 100-yard rushing and 100yard passing game of the season
and the second of his career. His
two passing touchdowns also
tied a career-high. Carney also
won the award for his efforts
against Wyoming earlier this
season. This is Carney’s third
weekly honor and second of
the season.

Falcons on national
stage
The Mountain West
Conference and the Mountain
West Sports Network - the mtn.
- announced that Saturday’s Air
Force football game at San
Diego State will be available
across the nation as part of a
special pay-per-view event. This
conference match-up will be
live on-demand via Internet
video streaming. The game
kicks off at 6 p.m. Mountain
Time.
Fans who pre-register
before Saturday will receive
the game for $14.95. Game day
price will be $19.95.
To get the mtn. in this area,
check your local listings, call
your cable operator or visit
http://themtn.cstv.com/how/.

Falcons at home
Hockey
Bentley, today and Saturday,
7:30 p.m., Cadet Ice Arena
Men’s Soccer
Sacramento St., Today, 5 p.m.,
Cadet Soccer Stadium
San Jose St., Sunday, 1 p.m.,
Cadet Soccer Stadium
Women’s Soccer
UNLV, Today, 7 p.m., Cadet
Soccer Stadium
TCU, Sunday, 11 a.m., Cadet
Soccer Stadium
Volleyball
UNC, Tuesday, 7 p.m., Clune
Arena
Cross Country
AF Open, Saturday, 10 a.m.,
Monument Valley Park
Fencing
Falcon open, Saturday and
Sunday, 10 a.m., Center/
West Gym

SPORTS
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Falcons back on winning track
Carney rallies
troops in
second half
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

It would have been understandable if the Air Force football team had suffered a lingering
psychological hangover from its
emotional loss to inter-service
rival Navy five days earlier.
Understandable, but not
acceptable to the Falcons.
Instead of letting the
Midshipmen setback become a
road block, Air Force dismissed
it as a speed bump on their selfproclaimed “Return to Dominance.”
Fueled by quarterback
Shaun Carney’s two touchdown
passes and fullback Jacobe
Kendrick’s first rushing touchdown of the season, the bluesuiters rallied from a 21-3
halftime deficit to stun the neighboring Colorado State Rams 2421 before 30,008 loyalty-divided
fans Oct.12 at Falcon Stadium.
The win gave Air Force (32, 3-0 Mountain West Conference) sole possession of first
place in the MWC.
What triggered the dramatic
turnaround?
“I challenged them,” Air
Force head coach Fisher
DeBerry said. “I told them at
halftime the key word was
composure. I said I didn’t want
them going back on the field if
they didn’t believe they could
win the game. I felt good about
our offense in the first half except
we were our own worst enemies.”
Air Force racked up 232
yards in total offense before the
intermission but lost two fumbles
to negate potential scoring drives.

The turnovers opened the
door for CSU (4-2, 1-1 MWC)
to build an 18-point first half
cushion engineered by Rams
quarterback Caleb Hanie who
was 10-for-14 passing for 252
yards and two touchdowns
before the break. His 83-yard
bomb to Damon Morton with
:43 left in the half set up his own
3-yard touchdown run.
DeBerry wasn’t the only
vocal Falcon in the Air Force
locker room at halftime.
“We can’t be pointing
fingers,” implored senior defensive end Gilberto Perez who
returned to action after missing
three games with an injury.
“When we come together as a
team we can do great things.”
His teammates took the
words to heart and then played
with heart.
After Kendrick capped a 10play, 48-yard drive with a sixyard touchdown run around left
end to pull Air Force within 2110 in the third quarter, the Falcon
defense seized momentum.
With Perez and his fellow
defensive line mates pressuring
Hanie, the prolific passer rushed
a throw that was intercepted by
Air Force safety Bobby Giannini,
who returned it 16 yards to the
CSU 14.
Two plays later, Carney hit
wide receiver Spencer Armstrong
for a 14-yard scoring strike, the
first of Armstrong’s career, to
shave the deficit to 21-17 after
three quarters.
The Falcon defense stymied
the ensuing Colorado State drive
giving Carney’s offense another
shot.
The junior signal caller took
full advantage, finding wide
receiver Victor Thompson alone
in the end zone for a 19-yard
touchdown toss to complete the
comeback.
“Everyone was saying it was

Photo by Danny Meyer

Falcon cornerback Chris Sutton intercepts a pass Oct. 12 in
front of CSU receiver Dustin Osborn to seal the Air Force
win.

time for me to step up as a
leader,” Carney said. “I had great
help from the guys around me.
People made plays when they
had the opportunity.”
The opportunity presented
itself to Air Force cornerback
Chris Sutton.
CSU took possession with
4:07 left in regulation. On a first
and 10 situation at
the Ram 38 yard line,
and 2:08 to play,
Hanie threw for the
go-ahead touchdown
but his long pass was
picked off by Sutton
at the Falcon 20 yard
line to clinch the
victory.

The win snapped a sevengame losing streak on Thursday
nights for Air Force dating back
to 1998. It was DeBerry’s 100th
conference victory.
“We defended our house
tonight,” the coach said. “People
shouldn’t come in here like last
week and steal our pride. Our
guys were not to be denied.”

Photos by 1st Lt. John Ross

(Above:) Falcon halfback Chad
Hall is caught by CSU defensive
end Bob Vomhof. Hall ran for 102
yards against the Rams.
(Left:) Air Force fullback Jacobe
Kendrick finds daylight between
CSU’s Mike Pagnotta, 13, and
Jake Galusha.
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Midday Madness tips off Falcon fever Scoreboard
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

Air Force basketball has come a long way.
Just ask the 11-year old Castle Rock,
Colo., boy who sent head coach Jeff Bzdelik
a letter the coach read to the crowd gathered
at Clune Arena Saturday for the interactive
Midday Madness to officially open practice.
“I’m a big basketball fan,” Bzdelik read.
“Would you please consider me for your
team? And could you get me an autograph
of Denver Nugget Carmelo Anthony or (6foot-10 Falcon center) John Frye.”
When you look at the meteoric rise the
men’s team has made to NCAA Tournament
material two of the last three years, coupled
with the women’s team coming off its most
successful campaign as a Division I program,
it’s no wonder both clubs don’t hope to win,
they expect to.
“With the group coming back there’s
no reason why we can’t contend for the
Mountain West Conference title,” Air Force
senior forward Jacob Burtschi said. “We
should go further in the MWC Tournament
and even make a run to the Sweet 16 in the
NCAA Tournament. We have those kind of
guys, those kind of coaches and that kind
of experience. If we piece everything
together, it’s going to be hard to stop us.”
True to his even keel approach since
taking over the men’s program last year,
Bzdelik offered his own reality check
concerning expectations.
“The players will tell you we won’t allow
them to feel too good about themselves,” he
said. “They’re intelligent enough to know back
a couple years when they won the MWC
they were picked to be last. So what does all

this pre-season hype mean? Nothing. Every
team in the country is cautiously optimistic
and we’re no different.”
Granted, the men’s team lost their leading
scorer, guard Antoine Hood, to graduation in
May. But, 6-foot-8 center Nick Welch, the
MWC co-player of the year two years ago,
returns after a year hiatus recovering from
knee, foot and ankle injuries.
“I’ve worked hard to be part of this team
again,” the Fort Worth senior said. “Now, I
have no problems with my body. That’s something you can’t put into words after all I’ve
gone through. The year off was great for me
physically. I appreciate the Academy allowing
me to do that. I’m ready to play now.”
So is senior point guard Matt McCraw,
the Falcons all-time 3-point leader, who
battled through a nagging ankle injury last
season.
“I’m back to 100 percent,” McCraw said
confidently. “We have a great training staff
that oversees our rehab. We’ve been working
hard since the summer and hard work pays
off.”
That same work ethic should bode well
for the women’s team that won a program
record 13 games last season in Division I.
“We played four games in Canada and
went 3-1,” Air Force women’s head coach
Ardie McInelly said. “We saw a lot of
improvement. We saw some things we’re
very excited about.”
Senior guard Andrea Taylor echoed her
coach’s optimism.
“We built some credibility for ourselves
last year,” the Sugar Grove, Ill., native said.
“We didn’t lose anyone and our new additions
fit in well. That bodes well for the season.”
Anticipation was quantified by Air Force

INTERCOLLEGIATE
Football
Oct. 12 at AFA
Falcons 24

Colorado State 17

Hockey
Oct. 13 at Fairbanks, Alaska
Alaska-Fairbanks 3 Falcons 0
Oct. 14 at Fairbanks, Alaska
Alaska-Fairbanks 8 Falcons 4

Men’s Soccer
Oct. 13 at Sacramento, Calif
Sacramento St. 3
Falcons 1
Oct. 15 at San Jose, Calif.
San Jose St. 1
Falcons 0

Women’s Soccer
Oct. 14 at Provo, Utah
#19 BYU 1
Falcons 0
Photo by Danny Meyer

Falcon senior center Nick Welch gives
two helping hands to Midday Madness
fan Tariah Webber, age 6, as Air Force
senior forward Ryan Teets looks on.

ticket manager Chris Peludat who said as of
Midday Maddness fans had purchased 3,245
season tickets for the 5,939-seat Clune Arena.
That’s ups nearly 20 percent from 2005.
Cadet ticket sales have doubled.
“The bottom line is there’s nothing like
a winner to get people interested,” Air Force
Athletic Director Dr. Hans Mueh said. “When
you think where we were five years ago to
where we are today, it may be the most unbelievable turnaround on both sides in the
country. We’re getting kids who want to go
to a higher level program. We now have that
program.”
The Castle Rock youngster is convinced.

Volleyball
Oct. 13 at AFA
San Diego St. 3

Falcons 0

Oct. 14 at AFA
UNLV 3

Falcons 0

Oct. 16 at Alcorn St., Miss.
Falcons 3
Centenary 0
Oct. 16 at Alcorn St., Miss.
Falcons 3
Alcorn St. 0

Water Polo
Oct. 14 at Los Angeles, Calif
#7 Pacific 7
#16 Falcons 5
#3 UC San Diego 10 #16 Falcons 7
Oct. 15 at Los Angeles, Calif
#8 UC Santa Barbara 10 #16 Falcons 6
#14 Long Beach St. 8 #16 Falcons 7

Cross Country

AF snaps winless draught in Mississippi

Oct. 14 at Terre Haute, Ind.
Pre-NCAA Meet
Falcons (Men) 32nd
Falcons (Women) 37th

By Valerie Perkin

INTRAMURAL
Football

Athletic Media relations

ALCORN STATE, Miss.- The Air
Force volleyball team snapped its 14match winless streak with a pair of victories over Centenary and Alcorn State in a
non-conference doubleheader on Monday,
in Alcorn State, Miss.
After dropping the first two sets to
Centenary 30-25 and 30-24, the Falcons
responded with three straight wins (30-25,
38-36, 15-10) en route to the 3-2 match
win. In the nightcap, Air Force swept host
Alcorn State 3-0 (30-16, 30-25, 30-17).
The wins are the first for Air Force
since a 3-0 sweep of Norfolk State on
Sept. 1. The third game victory against
Centenary also snapped a 29-game losing
streak for the Falcons.
“We’ve been knocking on the door
for so long, it’s great to finally open it,”
Air Force head coach Penny Lucas –White
said. “It’s been a matter of them learning
how to stay focused. Somebody had to
make the right decision at the right time.”
Despite strong hitting in the first two
matches against neutral-court opponent
Centenary, Air Force found themselves
down 2-0 in the set. Refusing to quit, the
Falcons regrouped to take the third game
30-25. In the second set, freshman Jocelyn

Booker started a run of 12 straight kills,
easily beating their middle blockers to
help swing the momentum for the Falcons.
In the fourth game, Air Force held a
late 27-19 lead, but watched the Ladies
climb back to tie the score and send the
game into extra points. Playing point for
point, Air Force stayed focused to take
the marathon set 38-36. Playing its first
five-game match of the season, Air Force
completed the comeback with a 15-10
victory.
Booker, whose 12 straight kills sparked
the Falcons, led her team with 18 total
kills and a team-best .484 hitting
percentage. Air Force also caught
Centenary from the line, serving up 14 total
aces - just two shy of the Division I singlematch record set earlier this year. Freshman
Katie Batchelder and sophomore Kristina
Stewart chipped in four aces apiece, while
junior Rebecca Gerton put down three.
Freshman Michelle Harrington played
a stellar defensive match. She assisted on
four blocks and added three solo stops.
Batchelder and Booker added six assisted
blocks. Air Force blocked its way to 17 total
stops - one shy of the Division I singlematch record of 18 set in 1999. Junior
Morgan Dolan, making her first libero
appearance in the third game, led the bluesuiters with 15 digs. Sophomore Ellen

Final regular season
W L
PF PA
Team
Prep*
10 0 314 105
MDG #1*
8
2 177 81
CW*
4
6 155 170
Comm*
3
7
78 160
SFS/MSS
3
7 103 180
CES/MDG #2
2
8
81 211
* In playoffs starting Oct. 17.
(Comm won head-to-head point spread over
SFS/MSS).
Oct. 17
MDG #1 (Postponed, snow) CW
Prep (Postponed, snow) Comm

Bowling

Photo by Danny Meyer

Falcon freshman outside hitter Katie
Batchelder elevates on a return. Her
play was instrumental in Air Force
snapping its 14-match winless streak
and 29-game winless streak in
Mississippi.

Bina added 13, Stewart had 11, junior
Kim Kallabis 10 and Batchelder 10.
As a team, Air Force hit .100 in every
game, including three that went over .350.

Thru Oct. 16
Team
AFA Pool #2
DFBL
DFC
Comm
Cadets
Retirees
MSG/LGR #2
NSSI
Prep School
Services
MDSS
SFS
CES/CEJ
AFA Pool #1
DFMS
HQ USAFA
MSG/LGC
MSG/LGR #1
DRU
DF

W
40
38
38
38
34
30
30
30
30
29
28
28
27
26
24
22
20
18
16
14

L
16
18
18
18
22
26
26
26
26
27
28
28
29
30
32
34
36
38
40
42

Pins
20969
20442
20189
19956
20239
20729
20582
20256
20067
20499
20101
19821
20275
19990
20169
14226
20242
19937
19671
19474
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Snow Bowl I
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

The Academy Intramural Flag
Football League was to kick off its second
season Tuesday night at the Turf Field.
Someone forgot to tell Mother
Nature.
A snow storm which began dropping
flurries in mid afternoon, had dumped
nearly four inches by the 6 p.m. kick off.

We’ve lost our shirts…
to get you tires at

The second-seeded 10th Medical
Group and the Commandant of Cadets
played the first half with flurries still
falling. But, with the temperature steadily
dropping and field condition turning play
into a slip-and-slide fest, game officials
decided to supend play with MDG
leading 32-0.
Later, it was decided to start from
scratch when the weather conditions
would not be a factor. As of press time,
the playoffs have been re-scheduled for
Tuesday at 6 p.m.

HIGHLANDS RANCH • 3992 Red Cedar Dr. • (303) 791-5043
CASTLE ROCK • 7520 Village Square • (303) 668-0520
PARKER • Lincoln Ave. & Lincoln Meadows Pkwy • COMING SOON!
AURORA • E. Smoky Hill Rd. & Highway 470 • COMING SOON!

Cheap
Prices!

SAVEUP TO
$

75
25

$
AS
LOW
AS

EA

P155/80R-13

TOURING

PERFORMANCE

47

$
AS
LOW
AS

EA

47

$
AS
LOW
AS

P205/70R-15 • P215/70R-15
P205/65R-15

EA

P195/60R-15 • P195/60R-14
P215/65R-15

WHEN YOU BUY
4 SELECT TIRES
OR WHEELS.
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

TRUCK/SUV

65

$
AS
LOW
AS

DESTINY

EA

P235/75R-15 • P235/70R-16

72

$
AS
LOW
AS

P185/70R-14

®

5720 E Woodmen Rd. (Powers & Woodmen Next to Home Depot) ...... (719) 266-5304
4465 Forest Hills Rd. (Garden of the Gods just E. of Centennial) ....... (719) 260-5974
770 Abbot Lane (8th & Cimarron) ........................................... (719) 520-0694

1770 Dublin (N. Academy & Dublin) ........................................... (719) 260-9181
305 N. Academy Blvd. (Academy & Platt by Target) ..................... (719) 574-8400
1826 Hwy 50 West (Pueblo) ................................................ (719) 545-3407

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.
M-F: 8:30-6
SAT.: 8:30-5

APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE
AMERICA’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TIRE DEALER

tires.com

SHOP | APPOINTMENTS | PAY

STATE OR LOCAL TAXES AND, WHERE REQUIRED OR CHARGED, STATE ENVIRONMENTAL OR DISPOSAL FEES ARE EXTRA.
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COMMUNITY

Quarterly winners honored
The next Academy Quarterly
Awards Luncheon is Thursday at 11
a.m. in the officers’ club. Dress for
military is the uniform of the day and
casual smart attire for civilians.
Attendees should RSVP to their first
sergeants.

Trick-or-treating set
Halloween night trick-or-treating
in Pine and Douglas valleys is Oct. 31
from 6-8 p.m.
Security forces and the Pumpkin
Patrol will be visible to ensure the safety
of the trick-or-treaters. To volunteer for
the patrol and for more information,
call Tech. Sgt. Juan Sagaribay at 3338427 or e-mail juan.sagaribay@
usafa.af.mil.

Adoption questions
answered
The Academy Airman and Family
Readiness Flight is joining its counter-

parts at Peterson and Schriever Air
Force bases plus Fort Carson, to present
an Adoption Fair Nov. 14, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m., at the Armed Services YMCA,
2190 Jet Wing Dr. in Colorado Springs.
Several organizations will answer questions on local and infant open adoption, foster adoption, interstate adoptions
and international adoption services. For
more information and to register, call
333-3444 or 3445 no later than Nov. 9.

Difference makers wanted
Pikes Peak United Way needs approximately 400 more volunteers for this year’s
Make A Difference Day – Extreme
Community Makeover, Oct. 27 and 28.
Make a Difference Day encourages
people to care for the needs of others. Last
year, more than 1,300 local residents
donated their time and talents, making the
event the largest community service project
in the history of Colorado Springs.
Volunteers may do so by themselves
or with friends, family members or coworkers. For the full list of projects or to
sign up for the event: visit www.volunteer
pikespeak.org and click on Make a
Difference Day. For information, call
Maggie Brubaker at 955-0741 or Jeannie
Lopez at 333-3444. Registration deadline
is today.

Money seminar slated
The Academy Airman and Family
Readiness Flight presents “An Evening
for Financial Success,” a free financial
seminar (not a sales presentation) Nov.
9 from 7-10 p.m. This 40-minute presentation, followed by questions and
answers, will highlight why most
Americans (about 90 percent) are not
financially successful. See where you
stand and how you can improve your
finances. For reservations, call 3333444. No childcare available.

Email to win on KAFA
Academy radio station KAFA, 97.7
FM, is giving away tickets to all Falcon
football home games, plus free food. To
enter: e-mail kafafm@gmail.com with
the subject heading GO FALCONS!
Winners will receive a pair of tickets and
$25 gift certificates from two businesses opening soon in Colorado
Springs.

Halloween festival nears
Carnival games, costumes, crafts and
treats are featured at the Armed Forces
YMCA Family Center Oct. 31 from 5:30
- 7:30 p.m. at 2190 Jet Wing Drive,
Colorado Springs. For more information,
call 622-9622.

Pep band forming

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Daily Mass Mon.-Thurs. - 6:30 p.m.
Holy Day Mass - 6 p.m.

Globetrotters coming

An Academy pep band is forming
to play at home basketball games, and
possibly other sports, when the Cadet
Drum and Bugle Corps can’t. All band
positions are open to officers, enlisted,
civilians and family members that play
musical instruments. Extra instruments
are available and music will be provided.
Interested musicians should call Capt.
Randy Carlson at 333-3596 or e-mail
randall.carlson@usafa.af.mil.

Protestant Services:
Sunday
Traditional - 9 a.m.
Contemporary - 10:30 a.m.
Gospel - 12 p.m.

The Harlem Globetrotters basketball
team’s 2007 “Nothing Like It” World Tour
plays at the Colorado Springs World Arena
April 5 at 7 p.m. Tickets start at $16 and
are available at the Arena box office, by
phone at (719) 576-2626 or online at
www.ticketwest.com.

Carson appreciates retirees
Fort Carson is the site of Retiree
Appreciation Day for the military retiree
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Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 - 8 p.m.

Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Reconciliation - 4 p.m.
Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday
Catholic Mass - 11:30 a.m.
Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday
Liturgical - 6 p.m.
For more information, call 333-3300.

community of Colorado, Utah and
Wyoming Saturday from 7 a.m. to noon
at the special events center. The post will
make medical, dental, legal and financial
resources available to participants. Flu
shots will be part of the medical and dental
screenings. Powers of attorney and advance
medical directives will be prepared by the
judge advocate general staff. Discounts will
be available at the post exchange and
commissary. An intra-post shuttle service
will run from the special events center.
For more information, call Fort Carson
Public Affairs at 526-1264 or 7525.

Pumpkin carvers unite
The Fountain Creek Nature Center’s
8th annual Pumpkin Carving Party is Oct.
28, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. A mile trail will
be lit with uniquely carved jack-o-lanterns
with designs ranging from wild animals to
traditional faces 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. For cost
and more information, call 520-6745.

Calling all nurses
The Non-Practicing and Part-Time
Nurses’ Association presents “County
Services for Disabled Children and the
Elderly” Nov. 1 from 7 - 9:15 p.m., at the
YMCA Ranch Center, 2380 Montebello
Drive West in Colorado Springs. Two
continuing education contact hours will be
given. For more information, call Betty Lou
Avinger at 599-7588 or Jean Sanger at
592-9311.

Vets on parade
The Colorado Springs Veterans Day
Parade, Nov. 11 at 9 a.m., sports the theme
“A Nation at War… A Community of
Support.” It features the newest combat
veterans plus those from World War II,
Korea, Vietnam, and Desert Storm. The
Academy Band and 10 high school
marching bands will play. Organizers are
looking for groups to build patriotic, noncommercial floats. For more information,
call executive director Diana Ceciliani
at 282-3862 or visit the parade Web
site at: www.csvetsparade.org.

The Action Line is a direct link to USAFA's senior leadership. It
should be used when other avenues have failed. Concerns should be
addressed at the lowest possible level in the chain of command and
elevated as necessary. If satisfactory results have not been attained by
addressing the chain of command, call the Action Line at 333-3900
or fax 333-4094 or mail to:

33

COMMUNITY CENTER
CHAPEL

Academy Spirit
October 20, 2006

Directorate of Public Affairs/ACTION LINE
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3100
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016
Items may also be e-mailed to action.line@usafa.af.mil.

Missed last week’s issue of the
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Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Air Force
officials recently announced new
force-shaping initiatives to be used
to meet the required 2007 fiscal year
end strength numbers.
The new initiatives are designed
to bring the Officer numbers down
as the enlisted end-strength numbers
are on target for 2007. Officials said
more than 8,000 officers must separate either through normal attrition,
retirement or force shaping measures to achieve the required balance
in force.
“It’s important to keep in mind
what force shaping is all about; the
present and future state of the Air
Force,” Lt. Gen. Roger A. Brady,
Deputy Chief of Staff, Manpower
Photoand
by Dennis
Rogers said. “We have to
Personnel,
balance our (force) for now and the
years
Cadet Basic Trainee Juliana Jacobellis shouts encouragement as CBT Angelica Figueroa anchorscoming
the rope
dur- to have the kind of
forceThe
we event
need to win the long war
ing the Field Day omen’s tug of war at the Academy on Saturday. The Barbarians Flight females won.
we are in now and be prepared for
fostered teamwork for the cadet basic trainees. See story, Pages 18-19.
whatever comes next.”
The Air Force will look for
volunteers but will also initiate involuntary shaping programs to achieve
a balanced force. The force-shaping
program maximizes the Air Force’s
By Butch Wehry
1982. “There are now four tracts within
voluntary separation authority and
Academy Spirit staff
the mathematics curriculum determined
also allows implementation for involby placement testing and student
untary shaping programs as needed.
Col. Larry Jones looked back in performance during the academic year.”
The Air Force starts the 2007
retrospect on the Academy Preparatory
He spoke of refining the preflight
force-shaping program with three
School he took command of in May.
course, which was introduced last year.
tools to lower the number of active
Of the 256 cadet candidates, 62 are
“This course is designed to teach
duty officers. These three initiatives
prior enlisted people, another 62 are students how to take personal responsiare Voluntary Separation Pay (VSP),
females.
bility for their academic performance,”
Selective Early Retirement Board
He could reaff irm his school’s he said. “It includes self-management
(SERB) and a f iscal 2007 Force
commitment to continually update techniques and specific blocks of instrucShaping Board (FSB). Under U.S.
programs to provide the best pre- tion on how to study for math, science,
Code Title 10, the Secretary of the
Academy preparation possible.
and English.”
Air Force has authority to use these
“The academic curriculum of the
The preflight course is compleforce-shaping tools.
Prep School is tailored to meet the needs mented by an academic advising
The VSP incentive will be
of the students,” said the command pilot program, which provides individualized
offered to line of the Air Force offiwho graduated from the Academy with instruction and follow up.
Courtesy Photo
(including judge advocates),
Col. Larry cers
Jones
a degree in engineering mechanics in
See PREP SCHOOL, Page 3
and chaplains with more than six
and no more than exactly 12 years
of service to encourage their sepa-
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Training future cadets is ‘exciting, noble’
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Force Shaping
details released

By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

The success of a sporting event
depends, in large part, on the hard work
of folks behind the scenes.
The Sports Corp needs volunteers
for several sports at the Rocky Mountain
State Games Aug. 4-6 in Colorado
Springs and Denver.
Organized and managed by the
Colorado Springs Sports Corporation,
the 2006 RMSG offers competition in
29 sports for all ages and abilities.
The Academy will be the primary
venue with the U.S. Olympic Training
Center and Fort Carson among other
Colorado Springs sites.
Volunteers are needed for these
sports and venues:
• Track and Field (Academy) Aug. 5
and 6
• Flag Football (Academy) Aug. 6
• Basketball (Rampart High School,
Pine Creek High School, Hillside
Community Center), Aug. 4-6
• Volleyball (Colorado College) Aug.
5
• Beach volleyball (Sharky’s Bar &
Grill/The Sandpits) Aug. 6
• Field hockey (Colorado College)
Aug. 4-6
• Triathlon (Prospect Lake/Memorial
Park) Aug. 5
• Power lifting (Fort Carson) Aug. 6
• Ticket sales: Basketball at Rampart
HS, Pine Creek HS and Hillside CC
Aug.4-6
• Martial arts (Doubletree Hotel)
Aug.6
• Athlete bag stuffers: Today, Monday
and July 28, at the Garden Pavilion,
Penrose House, 1661 Mesa Ave.
State Games volunteers receive a
State Games tee-shirt and meals at the
venue where they handle their assignments, plus a free ticket to the Opening
Ceremonies on Aug. 4, at the Colorado
Springs World Arena.
To sign up, call Jessica Klem at the
Sports Corp, 634-7333, ext.1009, email her at: jessica@thesportscorp.org
or go on-line at www.thesportscorp.org
and click on “Rocky Mountain State
Games/volunteer.”

By Academy Public Affairs

Photo by Danny Meyer

Face time with the cadre
A cadet basic and an upper classman Basic Cadet Training Cadre member get acquainted. Most of the training
now underway in Jacks Valley is being conducted by senior cadet instructors. The training concludes Aug. 5
with a 3.2 mile march back to the cadet area. See story Pages 14-15.

Hantavirus prevention efforts emphasized
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The death of a military retiree on
vacation July 19 at the Academy’s
Peregrine Pines FamCamp, was confirmed
July 21 as the first fatality related to the
Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome in El
Paso County.
There have been 48 cases of HPS in
Colorado between 1993 and 2005, and
more than 400 cases have been confirmed
in the United States. The virus got its
name from the Hantaan River in Korea
where the disease was first located.
Col. Christian Benjamin, commander
of the 10th Aerospace Medicine Squadron,
said he believes the military retiree
contracted the virus after cleaning a
confined space underneath his recreational vehicle or trailer.

Infected rodents excrete the virus in
urine, droppings and saliva. These excretions contaminate dirt and dust that
becomes airborne. Humans are infected
by breathing in airborne particles of the
virus in contaminated dirt.
Known carriers of HPS in North
America are the deer mouse, the whitefooted mouse, the rice rat and the cotton
rat. Every rodent within these species,
however, is not necessarily a carrier.
The Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment reports increased
populations of some rodent hosts of
Hantaviruses in some areas of the
state,because of increased vegetation as
a result of wetter than usual weather. Deer
mice and other HPS carriers are generally
not found in urban or suburban settings
but in rural or semi-rural Colorado locations.

The HPS is a very rare, but extremely
serious illness. Its fatality rate is high.
More than 38 percent of reported victims
in Colorado died. Early symptoms of HPS
include fever, headache, muscle pain,
severe abdominal, joint and lower back
pain, nausea and vomiting. A cough and
shortness of breath usually follows in one
to five days after the early symptoms.
Fluid build-up in the lungs can progress
to respiratory failure.
The Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment estimates that
from the time of infection to time symptoms begins ranges from one to six weeks
with an average of two to three weeks.
Rolling up the welcome mat to uninvited rodents is the best solution for
preventing HPS. Seal up gaps or holes
around kitchen cabinets, closets, doors,
See HANTAVIRUS, Page 4

Academy officials presented the
2004 Thomas D. White National
Defense Award posthumously to Col.
John R. Boyd at an awards ceremony
Wednesday during the cadet wing’s
noon meal formation at Mitchell Hall.
Accepting the award on behalf of
Colonel Boyd were his children, John
and Mary Ellen Boyd. Academy
Superintendent Lt. Gen. John F. Regni
presented the award to the Colonel
Boyd’s family.
A legendary fighter pilot, Colonel
Boyd was known as “Forty-Second
Boyd” because of his offer to pay $20
to any opponent who could evade him
for more than 40 seconds in air-to-air
maneuvers; none ever did.
In 1962, after receiving a B.S. in
Industrial Engineering from Georgia
Tech University, he moved to Eglin Air
Force Base, Fla., as an engineer where
he developed his concept of Energy
Maneuverability (E-M).
In 1965, he was awarded the Air
Force Systems Command Scientific
Achievement Award for work on
Energy Maneuverability. Colonel
Boyd transformed the way military
aircraft, in particular the F-15 and F16, deemed by many to be the most
successful fighter aircraft ever built,
were designed through application of
his innovative E-M theory.
Following an often turbulent military career, Colonel Boyd served as
an unpaid Pentagon consultant where
he worked on a new and radical theory
of conflict that, at the time, was mostly
ignored, but now is acclaimed as the
most influential thinking about conflict
since Sun-Tzu. His “OODA Loop”
theory described the process by which
an individual or organization reacts to
an event. In a briefing entitled
“Patterns of Conflict,” delivered
through the years to hundreds of military and civilian officials, he broke
See BOYD, Page 4

I
N
S
I
D
E

News

Feature

New program

Strike up

takes off

the band
Page 6

Sports
DF Instructor
new record holder
Page 12

Page 16

I
N
S
I
D
E

Photo by John Van Winkle

Straight shooter
Staff Sgt. Daniel Arens, Academy firefighter, pulls a charged water hose while attempting to knock over a volleyball-size target during a Combat Firefighter Challenge qualifying meet in Westminster, Colo., last weekend.
The five-member team has qualified for six consecutive years and will travel to Atlanta in October for the national competition. For more on the firefighters who make up the Academy team, see page 5.

Top 3 rewarded for service before self
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit Staff

For 23 years the Academy Top 3 has
donated countless hours and talents toward
making life better on and off base.
In recognition of the service organization’s contributions, the Top 3 has been
awarded
the Academy’s
2006
Distinguished Service Award to be
presented during Parents’Weekend Sept.
1.
“To be recognized for this award is a
huge honor,” outgoing president Senior
Master Sgt. Judy Bailly, 10th Mission
Support Squadron, said. “I’m particularly honored to be given the privilege of

serving with Top 3.”
The approximately 120 members have
a long list of accomplishments. The group
instituted the Order of the Sword ceremony
to honor a selected Academy commander
as a leader among leaders, an Airman
among Airman.
The base picnic, now in its third year,
is steered by the Top 3 and is the only
annual event bringing all Academy
personnel together to enjoy rare down
time.
“It’s very exciting to take over the
picnic. It’s the result of a lot of team work
with everyone pitching in,” Sergeant Bailly
said.
See TOP 3, Page 4
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The affordability and convenience of a townhome
in your own single-family detached home.
• Extraordinary value, priced from the upper $100s
• Maintenance-free grounds and limited snow removal included
• Move-in ready with full-yard landscaping, free appliances and window coverings**

It’s a homebuyer’s market, and now is
the time to take advantage of it!
Choose up to 10 package options at no additional
cost! This limited-time offer only available while
supply lasts on quick move-in homes.***

Experience Easy Living at the following communities today:
VILLAGE CENTERHIGHLANDS
From the low $200s
Highway 105 & Knollwood Drive
719-487-8359

STETSON RIDGEHIGHLANDS
From the upper $100s
Marksheffel & Stetson Hills Boulevard
719-570-7247

FALCON TERRACE AT
SPRINGS RANCH
From the upper $100s
North Carefree & Springs Ranch Drive
719-574-0810

WILDWOOD AT NORTHGATE
From the upper $100s
Voyager Parkway & Jet Stream Drive
719-488-4507

FALCON RIDGE
AT SPRINGS RANCH
From the upper $100s
Barnes & Marksheffel
719-637-3784

SIERRA SPRINGS
From the upper $100s
Academy & Astrozon
719-638-1574

Visit our website or Sales Centers today for more information.

888-402-HOME

RichmondAmerican.com

SALES CENTER HOURS:
Monday, 12 to 6 p.m.;
Tuesday – Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

*Easy Living communities include full-yard landscaping. Landscaping and limited snow removal will be maintained by the community’s Home Owner’s Association. Monthly HOA dues vary by community. Exterior of home is not HOA-maintained and is the home owner’s responsibility. **Offer valid for new buyers on new contracts signed at specified Southern Colorado
communities on or after October 19, 2006 and on or before October 22, 2006 which close by December 30, 2006. Up to $4,000 can be used toward window coverings and appliances selected at the Richmond American Design Center. ***Offer valid for new buyers on new contracts signed on or after October 14, 2006 and on or before December 3, 2006
which close by December 22, 2006. Value and composition of package options may vary by community, plan, elevation and/or location. Number of package options that may be selected and availability may vary by community, plan, elevation, location and/or stage of construction and whether customer elects to obtain financing from HomeAmerican
Mortgage Corporation and insurance from American Home Insurance Agency, Inc. Package options may be installed after closing. See Sales Associate for complete offer details. Prices, specifications and availability are subject to change without notice. © 2006 Richmond American Homes of Colorado, Inc.

