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Academy launches
Falcon Focus
Compiled by Academy Spirit staff

The Academy public Web site
received a face-lift today along with
the launch of a new Falcon Focus
newsletter. The Falcon Focus is
designed to be a weekly source of
positive Academy news on Academy
members involved in special events
and projects.
The redesigned front page of the
public Web site will be visually
enhanced showing photos of
Academy cadets, Airmen and others
in action. The new site design is not
the only change coming to the
Academy’s Web site. The Falcon
Focus will highlight ways the
Academy is involved in the community, and emphasize the caliber of
Airmen stationed here.
An example of the stories
featured on the Falcon Focus would
be units volunteering for community service projects or Academy
people or teams being recognized
for their accomplishments.
Photo submissions for use on
the Falcon Focus must be actiontype photos instead of posed group
shots. Information necessary to
submit are the basic who, what,
where and when as well as how or
why as appropriate. Stories need to
be timely as well. The site is intended
to be a source of good news stories
for the news media to find out what
contributions the Academy provides
to local and surrounding communities.
A new Academy intraweb will
also be launched next week. It will
include many new enhancements to
include a link to submit stories and
photos for display on the internal
Web site as well as the external
Academy web sites.
People interested in submitting
stories or photos for Falcon Focus can
send them to webmaster.pa@usafa.
af.mil or use the new intraweb
Content Contribution tool when it is
rolled out next week. For more information call 333-8826.
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The back up plan
Santa Claus descends under canopy onto the Academy grounds Saturday morning. The jolly old elf was learning proper egress and parachuting techniques taught by the Academy, designed to aid the gift giver in the event
of a sleigh malfunction on Christmas Eve. For more on Saint Nick’s scheduled arrival on Dec. 24, see related
stories on Pages 14 and 15.
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Why do we serve in the Air Force?
By Chief Master Sgt. Gary Maxwell
10th Medical Group Superintendent

I was very fortunate growing up as my mother
instilled in me a sense of worth no matter what was
going on in our lives. And that sense of worth was
transferred into the duties and responsibilities that
I’ve taken on in my Air Force career. Although my
mom was not the one who told this story, it nonetheless accurately depicts how I feel about who I am
and what I do in the military.
A well-known speaker started off his seminar by
holding up a $20 bill. In the room of 200, he asked,
“Who would like this $20 bill?” Hands started going
up. He said, “I am going to give this $20 to one of
you but first, let me do this.” He proceeded to
crumple up the $20 dollar bill.
He then asked, “Who still wants it?” Still the
hands were up in the air. Well, he replied, “What if I
do this?” And he dropped it on the ground and
started to grind it into the floor with his shoe. He
picked it up, now crumpled and dirty. “Now, who
still wants it?” Still the hands went into the air.
My friends, we have all learned a very valuable
lesson. No matter what I did to the money, you still
wanted it because it did not decrease in value. It was
still worth $20.
Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled and ground into the dirt by the decisions we
make and the circumstances that come our way.
We feel as though we are worthless. But no
matter what has happened or what will happen, you
will never lose your value.
Dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you
are still priceless to those who love you. The worth
of our lives comes not in what we do or who we
know, but by who we are and in turn, how we lead.
If you’ve ever heard me speak, then you know I
often quip about having been in the Air Force now
for just over 10 years. Okay, some of you will scratch
your head and wonder how could he have made chief
in such a short time, while others will quickly pull

out the PFE and call my bluff statement.
The bottom line for me is I only came in for four
years. Back in the early 1980’s, every enlisted
member was required to have a counseling session at
the consolidated base personnel office explaining all
the benefits. At the end of the session, you were
required to sign the AF Form 173 indicating what
your decision will be at the end of your enlistment in
regards to whether you’ll separate or reenlist. Three
years in a row, my AF Form 173 had my signature
affixed with the statement, “I will not reenlist.”
Okay, what happened? Well, you know that sense
of self worth I described? It came into play as I
recanted why I really signed, “I will not reenlist.” It
was peer pressure. I heard it over and over in the
barracks that, “this was not the real military.” I was
overwhelmed with negativity. Those who reenlisted
did it quietly. What was the shame?
I later found out the shame, the hesitation, the
reluctance was inside each of us and that it was up to
each of us to know what we really wanted. I know I
came in the military to get a paid education — my
mother could not afford to send me to college. A
sense of patriotism was the furthest thing from my
18-year-old mind.
As I grew to understand what it was that I really
wanted from the Air Force, my sense of pride and
patriotism grew. Recently, I came across an article
which helped solidify my perspective:
I want you to close your eyes and picture in your
mind’s eye the soldier at Valley Forge, as he holds his
musket in his bloody hands. He stands barefoot in
the snow, starving, wounded from months of battle
and emotionally scarred from the eternity away from
his family, surrounded by nothing but death and
carnage of war. He stands tough, with fire in his eyes
and victory on his breath.
He looks at us now in anger and disgust and tells
us this: I gave you a birthright of freedom born in
the Constitution and your children graduate too illiterate to read it. I fought in the snow barefoot to give
you the freedom to vote and you stay at home

Photo by Senior Airman Jodia Cole

Chief Master Sergeant Gary Maxwell, 10th Medical
Group Superintendent, reviews medical records
tagged for deployment with Staff Sgt. Angela
Broner.

because it rains. I left my family destitute to give you
the freedom of speech and you remain silent on critical issues, because it might be bad business. I
orphaned my children to give you a government to
serve your [needs] and it has stolen democracy from
the people. It’s the soldier, not the reporter who gives
you the freedom of the press.
Many of us have read about stories or scenarios
very similar to the one described above, and it can be
quite moving. Well, I’m not that naïve to believe all
of us are moved by those things, but it does touch us
to some degree. Your reason for “hanging” around in
the Air Force may be more profound; then again,
your reason could be straightforward.
So, as you look around and you’re trying to
figure “Why stay in the Air Force?” ask yourself the
bigger question. What is my sense of worth and how
will I contribute to those around me?

Squadron and dorm holiday decorations
• Decorations for early winter holidays may be displayed from the conclusion of the Thanksgiving holiday break to the beginning of the December
holiday break.
• All common-use area displays of winter holiday decorations must be approved through the chain of command and the AOC/AMT in coordination
with the group chaplain. One artificial holiday tree (8 feet or less) per squadron is permitted for display in a common area without prior approval.
Decorations must be removed prior to departing for the December holiday break.
• All individually displayed winter holiday decorations must be approved through the cadet squadron. Cadets may display small artificial holiday
trees (3 feet or less) in individual rooms.
• Holiday trees and decorative lights must conform to taping and affixing standards IAW paragraph 3.2.18. Cadets are authorized one
electrically lit Menorah per occupied room. Contact the chaplains office for details on traditional Menorahs.
• Requests to display decorations for other religious and cultural holidays occurring throughout the year must be requested through the
chain of command and AOC/AMT in coordination with the group chaplain.
• Cadets will not tape, hang, tack, screw or otherwise affix posters, papers or any other item in the cadet dormitories except on
bulletin boards or desk unit corkboard
The Cadet Sight Picture (Cadet Wing Manual 36-3501) provides an insight into the day-to-day requirements for cadets.
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paper@ usafa.af.mil.
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There are ways to cope with holiday blues
By Chaplain (Capt.) Travis Yelton
10th Air Base Wing

A friend recently told me about the holiday he
spent alone … well, actually he and the family
poodle.
He lived with a family during college and they
went away for the holidays. Plans were discussed
well in advance but it was not until he woke up on
Christmas morning that he realized he was truly
alone. Then he described to me that for the first
time he felt a sense of overwhelming loneliness
unlike never before.
This was before his Air Force days so I can only
imagine that if this were happening today he would
have a wingman checking up on him to make sure
he was not alone for the duration of the holidays.
Good wingmen know what is going on with the
people around them.
Good wingmen also check on the sponsor’s
family during deployment, paying particular attention to those struggling with deployment issues or
those dealing with grief due to the recent loss of a
loved one or friend. Good wingmen invite those in
need to consider the available resources: the Airman
and family readiness center, chaplains and life skills
support center/ family advocacy just to name a few.
Maybe loneliness or grief does not describe
your feelings, but instead you are feeling a bit of the
holiday blues. Here are some practical things to beat
the blues this season — talk to friends and family,
listen to music, pray and meditate, help others in
need and exercise.
To make these suggestions work, prepare an
activity schedule to include as many of these
suggestions as possible in your day without creating
the unwanted byproduct of stress due to an overprogrammed schedule. Budget specific times for
specific events so you will accomplish them and
afterward track your progress.
If beating the blues is not an issue, then maybe

Illustration by Staff Sgt. Tim Jenkins

you are battling seasonal stress that comes when
preparing for a house full of guests, trying to find
the perfect gift for someone special or dealing with
difficult friends and relatives who call or come
around this time of year.
To reduce stress, simply try to reduce the
amount of your responsibilities within your control
while increasing the amount of supporting
resources you have in your life. These actions will
help restore balance and simplicity in your daily
routine. Chances are it is the upsetting of your daily
routine that is adding stress to your life.

The Air Force is our family business. We are
like family to one another. Let us make sure these
are not hollow words.
For active duty, take time to speak with the
members of your unit and discuss these things so an
atmosphere of mutual encouragement and support
will prevail in your section.
To the dependents and retirees, I encourage you
to discuss these issues within your circle of influence whether at the gym, the club or some other
gathering place. Make sure to care for others the
same way you want them to care of you.

Space Available.

There is room in the Air National Guard for men and
women with active duty experience. If you’re looking to
serve your community and country from your hometown,
then we have space available for you.

AIR NATIONAL GUARD

For information call 1-800-TO-GO-ANG

GoANG.COM
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FalconSAT-3 getting prepped for space venture
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

the entire integrated payload stack will be moved back
for its mating with Atlas V.”
Since that update, the integration slipped to Monday
due to integration delays caused by another satellite being
carried aboard the Lockheed-Martin Atlas V booster.
Colonel Lawrence stayed in Florida to complete these
steps while the cadets returned to the Academy for
final exams.

“Now attached to the booster’s payload adaptor
ring, FalconSAT-3 awaits the second wave of cadets who
will arrive in early January to charge the batteries and
perform final tests prior to the Jan. 18 launch date,” said
Colonel France. “A third wave of cadets and staff will
fly to the cape to observe the launch.”
The satellite will test a new space propulsion system
and measure radio interference in the Earth’s atmosphere.

The Academy’s FalconSAT-3 is moving closer to
launch.
“We cleared a procedural and legal hurdle this
morning thanks to Lt. Col. Tim Lawrence’s negotiation
skills, advice from the judge advocate folks and an
understanding contractor. Wecleared the way for our
cadets to do the satellite integration as scheduled,”
wrote Col. Martin France, professor and head of the
Academy’s Department of Astronautics, Dec. 6. “All
functionality testing is complete and FS-3 is completely
healthy.”
The day before, he had reviewed Professor Bill
Saylor’s “colorful rendition” of events at the Kennedy
Space Center, Fla.
“As of Monday night, Colonel Lawrence and his
band of highly motivated astro cadets; the ubiquitous
Staff Sgt. (Michael) Wickersheim and various and
sundry support personnel, including at least one physicist (for show), successfully unpacked FalconSAT-3 in
the payload processing building on base,” wrote Professor
Saylor.
He credited Colonel Lawrence for successfully
navigating the shoals of the badging system at the base.
“Now we have two French and one Korean cadet
as part of our team,” Professor Saylor reported. “They
left FalconSAT-3 on the shipping container base while
setting up the ground support equipment in the payload
processing facility, which is one giant clean room,” he
wrote. “FalconSAT-3 responded as expected to the
gentle touch of the (Academy’s) Space Systems Research
Center director and his team, and software loading to
the satellite was accomplished.”
Then came a complete functionality and repacking
of all the ground support equipment back into the
trailer.
The next day was the final stand-alone movement
with Boeing, moving the satellite to the astro-tech
commercial payload processing center where the final
integration of several satellites to a secondary payload
Air Force Photo
adaptor would be accomplished.
FalconSAT cadets and staff prepare FalconSAT-3 for thermal and vibration testing at Kirtland AFB,
“We expect FalconSAT-3 to be bolted onto the ring N.M., in 2005. Three years of design, construction, troubleshooting and testing go into each Academy
on Dec. 8,” the professor reported. “In two or three weeks, satellite, including the construction of three models of each satellite.

Use Your VA Guarantee Benefits for
Home Loans Up To $ 417,000 !!!!!
A Leader in the mortgage industry since its
inception in 1985, iFreedom Direct funded over
$4.4 billion dollars of loans in 2003 and was
ranked the fifth largest government lender in the
United States by Mortgage Banking Magazine.

Zero Down Payment
Fast Approval
Close With a Local Title Co.
Low Interest Rates
We specialize in home
loans to Veterans.

800 493 7334
“Mortgages Direct to you.”

A national company built on the foundation
of honesty and integrity.
Visit our website at www.ifreedomdirect.com
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New 306th detachment ribbon cutting today
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Courtesy Illustration

The new initial flight screening facilities, as shown in this artist’s rendering, welcome Detachment 1 of the 306th
Flight Training Squadron.

instructor pilot Maj. Bryan Lee. “Anyone
could literally live in it full time.”
The building houses dormitories,
kitchens and dining rooms, class rooms,
a chapel, gym and barbershop plus conference rooms. Three hangars will eventually house an expected 44 Diamond DA20
aircraft used for training.
“It’s really a mini Air Force base
under one roof,” Mr. Hall said.
He called the renovation “a challenge” to convert the 25-year-old structure, which initially involved installation

of systems for heat, cooling and air
circulation.
Operations at the Pueblo installation
will eventually employ about 200 civilians.
The move from temporary commercial lodging to the new facility had few,
if any, surprises.
“This has gone amazingly well,” Mr.
Hall said.
Mother Nature has done her part in
keeping the unit up and flying.
“One pleasant surprise is the weather,”
he said, noting air temperatures and wind

speeds in Pueblo are milder than in
Colorado Springs. The weather there has
kept the attrition of scheduled flights at
about 10 percent.
“The people of Pueblo have been
very welcoming,” Mr. Hall said of the
installation’s neighbors who have
welcomed unit speakers at community
events and offer an abundance of business
discounts to Airmen.
The Air Force began flight screening
in 1952 to reduce attrition during later
phases of pilot training.
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Thisholiday season,see the
Zooin a wholenewlight.
Our meerkats aren’t the only ones
lining up to see Electric Safari.
'%)&%&-$

It’s standing room only at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s 16th annual holiday
lights extravaganza. With over 500,000 lights, luminous animated displays,
Santa, reindeer and plenty of winter-loving animals – and new this year, a
25-foot Christmas tree and pony rides for the kids – it’s hard to say which
will light up more: the Zoo or your children’s eyes.
■

Nightly from
Dec. 8 – Jan. 1
(except Christmas Eve)

■

Open 5:30-9:00 p.m.
(last ticket sold
at 8:00 p.m.)

■

$6 adults,
$3.50 kids under 12

719-633-9925

Free for kids 2 and under

www.cmzoo.org

ZOO MEMBERS RECEIVE ONE FREE VISIT WHEN PRESENTING A MEMBERSHIP CARD.
PRESENTED BY:

28574 11/06

Detachment 1 of the 306th Flying
Training Squadron officially opens the
door to its new home today in the Pueblo,
Colo., Airport Industrial Park.
The grand opening and ribbon cutting
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. expects to draw 300
guests.
“We’re excited to be out of temporary
quarters and get into our own new
building,” project manager Lee Hall said.
The detachment operates the Air
Force Initial Flight Screening program
for the Reserve Officer Training Corps and
Officer Training School graduates to
determine their suitability as pilots, combat
systems officers or remote pilot vehicle
(unmanned aerial vehicle) operators.
The 200,000 square foot facility
was originally used for the manufacture of avionics components. The city of
Pueblo purchased and remodeled the
building for $11 million and will serve
as landlord for Doss Aviation Inc., which
provides aviation training and building
services.
The unit was stood up March 15, and
since October the detachment has screened
15 aspiring aviators each in two classes.
The Academy and the detachment are
the only two aviation screening operations in the Air Force.
“The facility is impressive,” said
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Academy readies Airmen for deployment
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Senior Airman Matthew Jones
wasn’t quite ready to deploy before
Tuesday’s pre-deployment briefing at
the Installation Deployment Operations.
He was only notified Monday.
“But I’ll get there,” said the
Friendswood, Texas, native of preparations for his tour overseas.
The briefing was one step closer to
the deployment of approximately 100
Airmen from the Academy.
“It’s to prepare them to arrive in
country ready for duty and able to deal
with the cultural differences,” said Capt.
Walter D. Heathcoat, military personnel
flight commander for the 10th Mission
Support Squadron.
Learning differences in traditions,
language, dress and religion can ease
the deployment, as can a clean bill of
health for arriving Airmen.
“For first-timers, it’s hard,” he said.
Tech. Sgt. Eric Rozet, noncommissioned officer in charge of personnel
readiness for the 10th MSS, stressed
unit deployment managers do the lion’s
share of tasking and meeting requirements for deployments.
“We’re just making sure everything
has been done,” he said of the briefing.
Personal readiness function operations ensure job skills for overseas

Photo by Ann Patton

Academy Airmen cross their t’s and dot their i’s during pre-deployment
paperwork Tuesday at the Installation Deployment Operations.

assignments.
“No one goes out of here without
being fully qualified,” Sergeant Rozet
said.
Deploying Airmen from the
Academy received detailed information on what they need to do before
deploying, what they need to know to

stay healthy while overseas and what
services will be available for them.
At pre-deployment they are
required to be checked out medically,
tie up pay, legal and insurance issues
and be aware of certain state and federal
tax breaks they may be entitled to for
their time overseas.
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“Stress can be managed,” said Staff
Sgt. Chris Thompson, NCOIC for the
community center chapel.
He urged Airmen to “keep in touch
regularly” with family and friends and
take advantage of Air Force chaplaincy
services which are confidential.
Frequent hand washing, proper
uniform maintenance and wariness of
local foods can cut the risk of disease.
If it doesn’t come from the military,
don’t eat or drink it, Airmen were told.
“Our goal is to make sure families
are taken care of while they are
deployed,” said Master Sgt. Terry
Blansett, family readiness program
manager with the Airman and family
readiness flight. The flight is ready to
provide morale calls and videos, gatherings, e-mails and children’s activities
for families.
Airmen also received information
on rules of engagement and the Law of
Armed Conflict and social protocols in
Islamic culture.
Master Sgt. Annette Williams will
be on her way overseas in January, to
open a military equal opportunity
office.
“I’m ready to do my job,” she said.
Preparing to deploy has been a learning
experience for her.
Single, Sergeant Williams plans to
take her Maltese/poodle to live in
Arizona with family while she is away.
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CALL
TODAY!

Do you think you
can’t buy a home?
• 100% Purchase

1
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VA Len
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• Refinance Now
• Consolidate Debt
• Bad Credit? No Problem
• Fix Your ARM

Calculate your savings and apply NOW at:
www.cheyennemm.com
Visit us at the entrance to Peterson AFB!
(next to Dairy Queen)

574-4142 • 800-530-2599
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‘Tis the season for the flu and flu shots
By Lt. Col. Phillip G. Kleinman
10th Medical Group

Falling winter temperatures mean
flu”season is coming.
Influenza or “the flu,” is different from
the common cold and can result in serious
complications.
Not to be confused with the stomach
flu, influenza is a contagious respiratory
disease caused by the influenza virus.
Symptoms are usually sudden and may
include fever, headache, fatigue, dry cough,
sore throat, nasal congestion and body
aches — typically referred to as “flu-like”
symptoms.
Influenza is caused by a virus, so
antibiotics (like penicillin) do not treat it.
Treatment options for the flu include rest,
drinking plenty of fluids, avoiding alcohol
or tobacco use and taking medications to
relieve the symptoms.
The best way to prevent the flu is to
get an influenza vaccine each fall. There
are two types of vaccines that protect
against the virus. The first is the flu shot,
containing an inactive vaccine (killed
virus). The flu shot is approved for use
among people six months of age and older,
including healthy people and those with
chronic medical conditions. The second
type is a nasal spray referred to as LAIV
for Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine.
The nasal flu vaccine contains an attenuated (weakened) live virus and is administered by a nasal sprayer. It’s approved for

Photo by Joel Strayer

Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. John Regni receives his flu shot
Wednesday from Senior Airman Monique Bowens of the 10th Medical Group.
Flu shots are available for adults on a walk-in basis at the Academy hospital.

use only in healthy people between the
ages of 5-49 years. Healthy contacts of
high risk patients may also receive the
nasal flu vaccine.
Frequent hand washing is essential to
minimize risk of infection and transmission. Be sure to wash your hands prior to
any hand-to-face contact that includes
eating, snacking, rubbing your eyes, putting
in contact lenses or applying make-up.
Should a cold or other flu-like symptoms
develop, sneeze or cough directly into a
facial tissue, throw it away immediately and
wash your hands thoroughly. Finally, ensure
that environmental surfaces are kept clean
with a virus-killing disinfectant.

The 10th Medical Group is offering
flu shots to all TRICARE beneficiaries
enrolled at the Academy Hospital. Those
not enrolled at the 10th Medical Group,
should check with their primary care
provider.
To help beneficiaries get their flu shots
before the holidays, the 10th Medical
Group is holding an adult walk-up flu shot
clinic in the main hospital Monday through
Dec. 21, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. No
appointment is necessary. The Pediatric
Clinic offers walk-in flu vaccinations each
of those days from 1-4 p.m.
For more information visit: www.cdc.
gov/ncidod/diseases/flu/fluvirus.htm.

These people are considered high
flu risks for complications according to
2006 Centers for Disease Control
influenza guidelines:
— Children ages 6–59 months
— Children and adolescents (ages 6
months to 18 years) who are receiving
long-term aspirin therapy and, therefore,
might be at risk for experiencing Reye
syndrome after influenza virus infection
— Pregnant women
— People 50 years of age and older
— People who live in nursing homes
and other long term care facilities
— Adults and children who have
chronic disorders of the pulmonary or
cardiovascular systems, including asthma
(hypertension is not considered a highrisk condition)
— Adults and children who had a
required regular medical follow-up or
hospitalization during the preceding year
because of chronic metabolic diseases
(including diabetes mellitus), renal
dysfunction, hemoglobinopathies, or
immunodeficiency (including immunodeficiency caused by medications or
by human immunodeficiency virus).
— Adults and children who have a
condition (e.g., cognitive dysfunction,
spinal cord injuries, seizure disorders or
other neuromuscular disorders) that can
compromise respiratory function or the
handling of respiratory secretions or that
can increase the risk for aspiration
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yes sir, may i have
another minute, sir.
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Come Worship with Us!
WORSHIP
SERVICES:

unlimited

8:00 am Sunday

PICTURE, TEXT & IM

Full Breakfast on Sunday
after 8:00 am service

US LONG DISTANCE

11:00 am Sunday

ANYTIME MINUTES
NO SIGNED CONTRACTS

$45/month

Senior Pastor
Reverend James H. McMearn

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Wednesday

New Jerusalem
Baptist Church
5485 Alegre Dr. • Fountain, CO • 390-5012
(near Ft. Carson at rear Gate #20)

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
call for
ply
Sim
ry.
necessa
.
an appointment

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.

right now, buy any phone & GET YOUR FIRST MONTH
OF SERVICE FREE with no activation fee.

Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

mycricket.com

get your Cricket phone today at:
2850 S. Academy
S. Academy & Hancock
(719) 390-9400

5520 S. HWY 85/87, #117
HWY 85/87
(719) 391-3868

308-K South 8th St.
8th St. & Cimmaron
(719) 635-2009

1710 Briargate Blvd., #839
Chapel Hills Mall
(719) 522-0456

5752 Palmer Park Blvd.
Palmer Park & Powers
(719) 638-7334

235 N. Academy Blvd.
Academy & Bijou
(719) 637-8418

3916 N. Academy
Academy, south of Austin Bluffs
(719) 596-7861

1813 N. Union, #110
Union, between Constitution & Palmer Park
(719) 634-8350

)DPLO\
0DWWHUV
/HWXVKHOS\RXPDNH\RXUIDPLO\GUHDPVFRPHWUXH
7RWDO)XQGLQJLV\RXUORFDO&RORUDGR6SULQJV
IXOOVHUYLFHPRUWJDJHFRPSDQ\
:KHWKHU\RXDUHSXUFKDVLQJ\RXU¿UVWKRPH
UH¿QDQFLQJRUEXLOGLQJWKHKRPHRI\RXUGUHDPV
7RWDO)XQGLQJFDQKHOS\RXDQG\RXUIDPLO\

9$)+$DQG&RQYHQWLRQDO/RDQV
Requires new activation. Phone model may vary. Some features not available with all phones. Unlimited refers to calls and
messages made and/or received within your service area, excluding Alaska. Taxes, surcharges, universal service, a $0.45
regulatory recovery fee (for number pooling and portability) and other fees that vary by market are not included. Terms,
conditions and other restrictions apply. See store for details. ©2006 Cricket Communications, Inc.

&DOOWRGD\IRU\RXUIUHHFRQVXOWDWLRQ
727$/
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Blue Tube grad wins sports Emmy
By Matt Kleve
Association of Graduates

Becoming an Emmy award winning television
producer was the last thing on the mind of Jim Fabio
when he first came to the Academy.
“I came to the Academy thinking I was going to
be a fighter pilot and an engineer,” he said.
His dreams were a lot like many of his classmates
who come here with dreams of majoring in astronautical engineering and piloting an F-16 after graduation.
But Fabio soon found that wasn’t what he really
wanted to do.
“After spending some time here I was feeling I
wasn’t getting to do the creative things I wanted to do,”
Fabio said. He found working in television, or film
was a passion of his. He considered leaving the
Academy, a life of conformity, and beginning a more
creative venture — film school.
During his three-degree year he decided to stay.
Through Blue Tube, a television production course for
cadets, and a video version of The Dodo he produced,
Fabio found an outlet for his creative energy while at
the Academy. Working with an instructor they developed a curriculum of study that included video production, art and English courses along with core academics.
Fabio was able to study television production through
a general studies major.
After graduation in 1994 his Air Force service
allowed him to continue his creative work as a Combat
Camera field producer and project officer. He covered
and documented operations in Bosnia and Haiti. Fabio

is now a major in the Air Force Reserves, still a
creative person for the Air Force. In 2003 he was activated and deployed to the Middle East for the initial
invasion of Iraq. Work from this coverage won the U.S.
Air Force Production Award for Best Documentary.
As a civilian, he works in New York City as a freelance video and film producer, director, writer and
photographer.
Recently, he was working with a production
company that produced a show called Timeless for
ESPN. The 30-minute documentary show showcased
untold stories of the sports world. Work on one of the
episodes brought Fabio back to the Academy.
“I pitched to the bosses a story about competitive
skydiving,” he explained. Knowing the story would
include the Wings of Blue, who are very successful
at the National Collegiate Parachute Championships
every year. The episode that included the Wings of Blue
competing aired earlier this year.
After two seasons, Timeless was cancelled.
Just days after being cancelled, the series was
nominated for five sports Emmy Awards. They won
one at the 27th Annual National Television Academy’s
sports awards ceremony May 1 in New York City.
Fabio was a producer, editor and cameraman for Lama
Kunga that won Outstanding Short Feature Story.
The story is about a Tibetan religious leader who
takes up golf, but is horrible at it despite trying to
improve. The story is the lama’s view on life and golf.
“Creative isn’t necessarily one of the four pillars
… but, I would be remiss if I didn’t say it all started
here working on Blue Tube, Video Dodo and any other
videos I could do.”

)DVW'U\LQJ&DUSHW 
8SKROVWHU\&OHDQLQJ
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1RQ7R[LF±6DIHIRU
.LGV 3HWV
0RYH2XW6SHFLDO5DWHV
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6DQLWL]LQJ
&&5 :LGH$UHD
:RUNÀRZ

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!

<HDUV0LOLWDU\+RXVLQJ
)DFLOLW\&OHDQLQJ
:H&OHDQ7KRVH&RUQHUV
DQG(GJHV
,03$&&DUG$FFHSWHG
9HW:RPDQ2ZQHG
2II2ULHQWDO
$UHD5XJV%URXJKW7R
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Former Blue Tube television production student
and ’94 Academy graduate Jim Fabio is all smiles
after winning a sports Emmy Award May 1 in New
York City. The Air Force Reserve major won in the
Outstanding Short Feature Story category.

Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)
Are you a spouse of a military member?

Please
Recycle

For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com

Experience The Credit Union Difference
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱěȱȱ¢ȱȱ¢Ƿ

New, Used, & Refinanced Auto Loans
As Low As

$295/month*
Call 593-8600
Community Center, Building 5136

www.aafcu.com

In Colo. Spgs., Monument,
Fountain, & on the USAFA.

3D\PHQWH[DPSOHEDVHGRQPRQWKDXWRORDQDW$35ZLWKDORDQDPRXQWRI$35 $QQXDO3HUFHQWDJH5DWH:LWKDSSURYHGFUHGLW2IIHUJRRGRQQHZXVHG UH¿QDQFHGYHKLFOHV0D\YDU\IURP$35$35GHSHQGLQJRQFUHGLWZRUWKLQHVV SHUFHQWDJHRIUHWDLOSULFH¿QDQFHG$GYHUWLVHGUDWHLQ
FOXGHV$35GLVFRXQWZKHQXVLQJ'LUHFW'HSRVLW $XWRPDWLF3D\PHQW7HUPVXSWRPRQWKVPRQWKWHUPDYDLODEOHZLWKUDWHDVORZDV$35/LPLWHGWLPHRIIHUUDWHVXEMHFWWRFKDQJH2WKHUUDWHVDYDLODEOHZLWKRXW'LUHFW'HSRVLW $XWRPDWLF3D\PHQW/RQJHUWHUPVDWRWKHUUDWHVDOVRDYDLODEOH0HPEHUVKLSUHTXLUHPHQWV
& other restrictions apply. Branches also in Castle Rock, Elizabeth, Parker, & Highlands Ranch.

Your savings federally
insured to $100,000

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration,
a U.S. Government Agency
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Sabre drill team a cut above the rest
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

It is known as the “Walk of Death.”
Cadet Sabre Drill Team members
form two facing lines 1.5 meters apart and
one of them walks down the middle as
sabres are thrown from one cadet to the
cadet across from them.
“The cadence is done from silent
cues from the commander and others
memorized by individuals during practice,” said Cadet 1st Class Chad Warner,
Cadet Squadron 40.
Started in 1961, participation in the
team waned in recent years but is coming
back with a flurry and was reinstated
this semester.
It’s not the thing to try at home; sabre
demonstrations are unique and difficult.
Like other military skills it can take
months to years of dedicated practice
and hard work to develop.
There are only a handful of sabre
drill teams throughout the world.
The blades are 30 inches long. They
are not sharp, but they are not playthings.
“We have a unique way of
performing,” said the biology major from
Cokeville, Wyo. “It is thrilling for a crowd
to watch as a sabre catches the light of
the sun, as it spins and soars through the
air into the hand of another cadet who has
perfect bearing waiting to take that sabre
to the next move.”

Every spin, throw, catch and movement is exacting.
Cadence can be demanding. As
cadets move in formation it shows in a
display of perfect manual dexterity with
a tool often not seen as a drill piece. It
can inspire awe.
Practice can be demanding. A fourthclass cadet typically spends up to two
hours at practice daily, refining the basic
saber drill and bearing. Upperclassmen
focus on perfecting more difficult degrees
of sabre movements.
There is also the ripple line. Cadets
stand in one long line and execute the
same manual sequence but in a quick
and staggered form demonstrating the
ability to read each other.
He was a member of 2001’s 40person drill team and scheduled to graduate in 2005. But he was allowed to serve
a two-year mission for his church in
Tokyo.
Now there’s three upper-class cadets,
fourth-class cadets and four strong
prospects for this unique team. They
practice from 4:30 to 6 p.m. next to the
Honor Wall. Exhibitions help recruit new
cadets.
They are the only sabre team among
United States service academies.
“Teammates hold themselves to high
standards and know that through thick and
thin, their teammates are always there to
give a helping hand,” said Cadet Warner,

Courtesy Photo

Sabre Drill Team members back left to right: C3C Eric Sullivan, C1C Thomas
Raper, C1C Chad Warner and front left to right: C4C Richard Barnes, C4C
Michael Dobransky, C4C Luke Klingensmith and C4C Zachary Zimmerman
pose in front of the honor wall.

who is destined to be a pilot in the operational Air Force. “Of course, there is always
the motivation of being able to travel around
the country and the globe to perform for
crowds and make new friends, have unique
interactions and represent the Academy
and the Air Force in a good light.”
The sabre drill team has performed at
Fort Morgan, Colo., several Miss America
beauty pageants, marched annually in the
Mardi Gras parade in New Orleans, participated in July 4 celebrations in the local
community and held arches for the Missing
Man Formation, graduation and other
Academy events. They have trained the
sabre drill team that operates at Ramstein
Air Base, Germany, and placed in many

drill competitions, both national and international.
“We are looking into the possibility
of participating in the upcoming summer
and winter Olympics,” he said.
Different strokes perhaps, yet each
cadet team works to represent the Academy
in its own way.
The basketball team works and trains
differently than the football team, and the
tennis team trains differently than the baseball team. Each has its own traditions and
mindsets and each enjoys what each does
as a team and for the Academy.
“The members of the sabre drill team
do the same in our own way as well,”
Cadet Warner said.

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY SER VES THE MILITARY

YOU’LL DEVELOP YOUR COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
WITH WEBSTER’S M.B.A.

:PVSF/PU"EWFSUJTJOH*O
$PMPSBEP1PXFS$MBTTJmFET 
:PVSFNJTTJOHPVUPOSFBDIJOH
PWFS BDUJWF SFUJSFEBOE
%0%FNQMPZFFTBOEIJHIMFWFM
CVTJOFTTFYFDVUJWFT
$BMMOPXGPSSBUFTBOEJOGP
 
0SFNBJMDMBTTJmFET!DTNOHDPN

An M.B.A. from Webster University gives you the knowledge to do
the job. Webster has a faculty that practices what it teaches, class
hours that work around your schedule, and small classes with a lot
of one-on-one attention. Contact us today.

Webster University-Peterson AFB
719-574-7562 • Fax: 719-574-2333
E-mail: coloradosprings@webster.edu
www.webster.edu/co
Classes Begin January 8
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Academy improvements updated
The Cadet Chapel colored concrete placement is
complete, while the installation of protective bollards is
approximately 75 percent complete. Three retractable
bollards allow vehicle access for chapel services and
maintenance.
The east entrance to Jacks Valley is open to traffic.
The new gate at this entrance needs completion of power
and controls before it becomes fully operational. The
west entrance to Jacks Valley is closed for installation of
gate foundations and road expansion.
The manual crash gate on Parade Loop between
Field House Drive and Cadet Drive will be equipped
with lights, alerting drivers when the road is closed.
The RV storage lot along Park Drive is being expanded.
New fence installation is underway and gravel from the
field house roof project will be added to the existing
gravel base in the lot. The project is scheduled for an early
2007 completion.

A base-wide project will replace or add approximately 80 directional and 90 street signs during the later
part of 2007. It will reduce sign maintenance costs,
improve location and visibility of each sign, while
enhancing directional guidance.

Jumpers busy during holidays
The Academy’s parachute competition and performance team, Wings of Blue, will compete in the National
Collegiate Parachute Championships in Lake Wales, Fla.,
Dec. 27 to Jan. 1.
During the same period, cadets and Academy active
duty members will jump into college football bowl games
and other venues in Arizona.
On Dec. 29, the team will parachute into a youth football clinic sponsored by the Fiesta Bowl at the Glendale
Youth Complex in Glendale, Ariz. That night they’ll jump
into the Insght Bowl at the Arizona State University football stadium.

On Dec. 30, they will kick off the Fiesta Bowl Parade
when they land on the streets of downtown Phoenix.
For the fourth straight year the Wings of Blue will
jump into the Fiesta Bowl, this year for the first time into
the New Glendale Stadium, home of the NFL’s Arizona
Cardinals.
The WOB’s final jump will be into the BCS Bowl
Championship game Jan. 8, also at the new Glendale
Stadium.

Airman acquitted in court-martial
Airman 1st Class Ricardo Villamil, 10th Mission
Support Squadron, was found not guilty Dec. 7 on one
count of violating Article 120 of the Uniformed Code of
Military Justice (rape) and not guilty of violating Article
134 (willfully and wrongfully holding another individual
against his/her will).
A panel of four officers and three non-commissioned
officers rendered the verdict.

Photo by Michael Kaplan

Sounds of the season
Members of the 55-voice Academy Cadet Chorale perform “Handel’s
Messiah” Dec. 8 in the Protestant Cadet Chapel. The Chorale, under
the direction of Academy Music Director Dr. Joseph Galema, and
accompanied by a professional orchestra, presented the popular oratorio originally composed in 1741 by George Frideric Handel. Six
solos highlighted the concert.
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In remembrance

Academy displays memorialize the missing
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

They won’t be home for the holidays, but they
are not forgotten.
Permanent Academy displays serve as reminders
of the prisoners of war and those missing in action.
A pew in the Protestant Cadet Chapel sits empty,
awaiting the accounting for those still missing. A
single candle there lends hope they will return.
A display case in Arnold Hall also pays tribute
to POWs/MIAs. It houses photos of Academy graduates who went missing or were incarcerated in
Vietnam and the Gulf War.
One shelf holds memorial bracelets from the
Vietnam era. All were donated by those who wore
them in honor of those serving there. Other memorabilia include a brick from the Hanoi Hilton, POW
memoirs and clothing and personal items used by
prisoners of war. A sculpture honors Capt. Lance
Sijan who was posthumously awarded the Medal of
Honor for service in Vietnam.
A table for one is set in the High Country Inn,
symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner alone against
his oppressors. The table cloth is white, for purity of
intentions. The single rose calls to mind the families
and loved ones at home, the red ribbon honors those
demanding accounting of the missing.
The candle is unlit, for the upward reach of
unconquerable spirits. The slice of lemon denotes
the bitter fate of those missing, the salt for family
tears. The glass is inverted, for those who cannot
toast.

The tilted chair is the only remaining dining
facility chair from the originals used by the first
cadet wing at Lowry Air Force Base, Colo.
It is empty, waiting for those who are not
here.

A table for one serves to remember those missing.
Photos by Ann Patton

One pew in the Cadet Protestant Chapel is
reserved in honor of all prisoners of war and those
listed missing in action.
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coloradotech.edu
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Bosnians embrace
America as
Academy employees
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

In 1995, Serb forces entered the
Bosnian silver mining town of
Srebrenica, separated men from
women and slaughtered 8,000 male
residents.
Tahira Osmanovic lost her
husband, her son and three brothers-inlaw in the genocide.
More than 100,000 people lost
their lives during the 1992-1995
armed conflict in Bosnia.
Ask her what she likes about
living in this country, and she will say
“everything.”
She and about a dozen other
Bosnians have made Colorado Springs
their home and keep the Academy’s
facilities spic and span as employees
of the Wincor Management Group.
Two of those killed during the war
were cousins of Mirzeta Becirovic,
who formerly lived in Sarajevo.
“The Americans were very kind to
give us time to learn English,” said
Ms. Becirovic, the mother of a son and

daughter, of her arrival and job search.
An uncle living in the United
States sponsored the family for immigration.
Ismet Oric worked in Bosnia for
25 years as a carpenter, miner,
construction worker and bank security
guard. He and his wife both now work
for Wincor in Arnold Hall and have a
Photo by Ann Patton
16-year-old-son.
Faces of courage. Ismet Oric(left), his wife Abida, Tahira Osmanovic and
“I keep hugging and kissing this
Mirzeta Becirovic now call Colorado Springs home.
land,” he said. “I wanted peace and
She has two daughters and two
sweet, sticky pastry and sarma, a sour
freedom.”
cabbage dish topped with beef and
Two of his brothers were injured in “grandbabies” living in Colorado
Springs and is saving for a visit to
rice.
the war, and he has a father, brother
Bosnia. A brother-in-law served as her
They also like to share good times.
and sister still living in Bosnia.
sponsor.
“We also have great American
Sponsored by an Idaho college,
“I would like to go back when
friends,” she said.
Mr. Oric loves to fish and travel. He
things are better,” Ms. Osmanovic
All four of the Wincor employees
has visited Hawaii and would like to
said.
work double shifts.
tour Canada next.
Bosnian-speaking people here
“We are good parents and good
He feels safe in this country.
frequently
socialize
among
themworkers,”
Ms. Becirovic said, noting
“I’m happy to be in America
selves.
they all need two jobs to cover
because my family will have a much
“We like to be together and spend
expenses.
better life here.”
time together,” Ms. Becirovic said.
None of them complain.
Ms. Osmanovic feels the same
They share both American and
“I think here everyone’s wish can
way.
Bosnian food, such as pita bread,
come true,” she said. “Thank you to all
“People are happy here, and I feel
specialty soups, baklava which is a
for opening the door to us.”
happy and free.”

Church of Christ
1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at
14th and Pikes Peak Ave, west of downtown

•A Cappella Music
•Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching

Sunday

Bible Classes
Worship

Wednesday
Bible Classes

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

www.pikespeakchurchofchrist.org

The tools needed
to restore disaster-ravaged lives
aren’t always hammers
and nails.

This holiday,
keep the surprises under the tree.
Worry-free holiday loans from Pioneer Services
Get a holiday loan from people you trust at Pioneer Services — whether it’s for travel or for gifts to surprise the
ones you love. Everything in your loan will be spelled out in plain English. You’ll know exactly what your loan will
cost, and how long it will take to pay it off. And we’ll help you get a loan with the best rate you can qualify for, with
our 15-Day, No-Risk Military Loan Guarantee. If you ﬁnd a better rate, you can cancel your loan at no charge. And
by borrowing smart, you can keep big bills from surprising you in January. So have a worry-free holiday on us.

The hurt of disaster cuts much deeper
than the eye can see. That’s why a caring touch
and understanding can sometimes be the most powerful tools of all.
When lives need rebuilding, The Salvation Army knows it takes much more
than the tools that come from the hardware store...it takes the tools that come
from the heart. So please give generously. Call 1-800-SAL-ARMY,
donate on-line or send your monetary contribution to:
National Disaster Fund
The Salvation Army National Headquarters
615 Slaters Lane Alexandria, VA 22313
W W W. S A LVAT I O N A R M Y U S A . O R G

•

NEED KNOWS NO SEASON

3273 S Academy Blvd | Colorado Springs, CO | 719.391.1111
Holiday Hours: M-F 0900-1900 S 1000-1600
or apply online at PioneerMilitaryLending.com
© 2006 Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. Pioneer Services is a brand name and registered service mark of Pioneer
Licensing Services, Inc., where its use is duly licensed to afﬁliates and partners of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. All
applications subject to the credit policies of our lending partner. No ofﬁcial US military endorsement is implied.
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NORAD tracks Santa’s annual trek
By American Forces Press Service

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE,
Colo. (AFPN) — In advance of the
holiday season and its 51st season of
tracking Santa Claus on his annual
journey around the world, the North
American Aerospace Defense
Command activated its “NORAD
Tracks Santa” Web site for 2006.
The U.S.-Canadian command’s
program began in 1955 when an errant
phone call was made to NORAD’s
predecessor, the Continental Air
Defense Command Operations Center
in Colorado Springs, Colo. The call
was from a local child who dialed a
misprinted telephone number in a local
newspaper advertisement.
The commander who answered the
phone that night gave the youngster the
information he requested - the whereabouts of Santa Claus - and thus the

tradition of NORAD tracking Santa
began.
The program has grown
immensely since it was first presented
on the Internet in 1998. Last year, the
Web site received 912 million “hits”
from 204 countries and territories. In
addition, the NORAD Tracks Santa
Operations Center, occupied by 550
volunteers on Christmas Eve,
answered nearly 55,000 phone calls
and nearly 98,240 e-mails from children around the world.
The Web site, www.norad
santa.org, features the history of the
program, information on how NORAD
tracks Santa and interactive games.
The Web site will feature a minute-byminute update on Santa’s travels
around the world on Dec. 24, beginning at 2 a.m. Mountain time. All
information is available English,
French, German, Italian, Japanese and

U.S. Air Force graphic

Spanish.
Island Web Studios, America
Online, Akami, Analytical Graphics,
Globelink Language and Cultural

Services, Qwest Communications,
Verizon, and Microsoft Virtual Earth
help to make the program possible,
NORAD officials said.

The Action Line is a direct link to USAFA's senior leadership. It should be used when other
avenues have failed. Concerns should be addressed at the lowest possible level in the chain of
command and elevated as necessary. If satisfactory results have not been attained by addressing
the chain of command, call the Action Line at 333-3900 or fax 333-4094 or mail to:
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Directorate of Public Affairs/ACTION LINE
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3100
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016

333-39

Items may also be e-mailed to action.line@usafa.af.mil.

6DYHZLWK+ROLGD\'ROODUV
$W/XLVD*UDII'LDPRQGV -HZHOHUV\RXZLOODOZD\VILQGH[FHSWLRQDOTXDOLW\WKHEHVWSULFHVDQGPHPRUDEOHVHUYLFHDOOLQRQHSODFH
$W/XLVD*UDII'LDPRQGV 
-HZHOHUVWKHKROLGD\VDUHDJUHDW
WLPHWREX\EHFDXVHIRUHYHU\
\RXSXUFKDVH\RXZLOOUHFHLYH
+2/,'$<'2//$56)5((
XSWRWKDW\RXFDQDSSO\
WRZDUG\RXUQH[WSXUFKDVH´
6WRSE\WRGD\DQGOHWXVKHOS\RX
EHKHUIDYRULWH6DQWD

$OZD\V
6HUYLQJ
<RX:LWK
/RYH

&RPHVHHXVQRZ
&HQWHQQLDO%OYG
&RORUDGR6SULQJV&2
RQHEORFNQRUWKRII*DUGHQRIWKH*RGV

333-3168


&DOOIRUH[WHQGHGKROLGD\KRXUV

THE MILITARY OFFICERS
ASSOC. OF AMERICA

MOAA

www.pikespeakmoaa.org

Not Just for Retirees Anymore

Open to ALL active, former & retired officers &
warrant officers of each of military services.

390,000 Nat’l Members • 2,900 Local Members
Join the Pikes Peak Chapter MOAA

For more information, Call:
Emery Almasy, 554-9351 or Ray Walkowski, 266-1280
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Santa trackers wanted for ops center
NORAD Public Affairs

PETERSON AFB, Colo. –
“Hello. I’m your NORAD Santa
Tracker!”
Come Christmas Eve, these words
will be on the tip of every tongue in
the “NORAD Tracks Santa”
Operations Center. Last year, 550
volunteers answered more than
55,000 telephone calls and 7,000 emails from children around the world
inquiring about Santa’s whereabouts
on Christmas Eve.
“This year, we expect to receive
even more calls and e-mails since the
toll free number - 1-877-Hi-NORAD
- and the e-mail addresses for sending
NORAD and Santa e-mail are listed
on the NORAD Tracks Santa Web
site,” said Maj. Stacia Reddish, 2006
NORAD Tracks Santa project officer.
From its inception in 1998, the
www.noradsanta.org Web site has
received more and more hits every
year - last year, the site received a
staggering 912 million hits from 204
countries and territories. The sheer
number of people it takes to handle
that huge volume of calls and e-mails
is the primary reason the NORAD
Tracks Santa Operations Center is
moving from the small building just
outside the Cheyenne Mountain Air
Force Station complex to a larger
building this year, the Leadership

Development Center, Building 910,
on Peterson Air Force Base.
“The LDC is a perfect location,”
said Major Reddish. “We have ample
room to more than double the number
of telephones and computers this year
- now we just need the volunteers to
man the additional phones and
computers.”
In the past, getting volunteers has
not been a problem at all - in fact, the
two-hour shifts usually fill up quite
early.
“However,” notes Major Reddish,
“since Christmas Eve falls on a
Sunday this year, filling those additional seats may pose a bit of a challenge. And we need more volunteers
than ever this year - as many as 800
volunteers.
“This is a great, fun event - we
have volunteers who do this year after
year; it has become their family
‘tradition’ to help track Santa on
Christmas Eve,” she adds.
The operations center is a fun,
festive place - complete with special
guest appearances by Clifford the Big
Red Dog and Curious George from
1 to 3:30 p.m., Sky Sox Fox from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. and Jay Jay the Jet
Plane to be determined.
Snacks and beverages will be
provided, and volunteers are invited
to bring their families with them - a
special room for younger children
will be available.
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To become a NORAD Santa
Tracker this year, send an e-mail to
nnc.pa.nts.omb@northcom.mil, and
registration forms will be forwarded
to you. No experience is required and
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By Staff Reports

anyone who has access to Peterson
AFB and is age 14 or older can
volunteer. Shifts are two hours long
and run from 2 a.m. Dec. 24 through
2 a.m. Dec. 25.

A Holiday Thank You To Our Military!
Presented by:
DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of Management. In
partnership with Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce, Pikes
Peak Work Force Center, and the Colorado Springs Military News
Group.
To: Active Duty Air Force, Navy, Marines, Reserves and their Families
Date: Saturday December 16, 2006
Time: 1:00pm to 5:00pm
Place: DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of Management
1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd.

BSFFOEMFTTw

Colorado Springs, CO 80920-3298
719-632-3000
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Come take a photo with Santa!

x
x

Games and fun for children of all ages!

The first 1000 children will receive a gift from Santa!
Holiday refreshments will be served!
The first 500 families will receive a 2007 calendar!
Register to win one FREE DeVry University class of your choice! Three to be
given away!

DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of Management SALUTE YOU

DeVry University
1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920-3298
Phone:
Fax:

719-632-3000
719-866-6770
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almost like a fresh start on life and there is a
promise of hope that you can change your
behavior to improve your quality of life, like
working off all the calories that have accumulated from attending all the Christmas celebrations,” said the two-year employee and 31-year
Air Force spouse.
This year’s holidays compared to past years?
“My husband is deployed to Baghdad and
will not be here to celebrate the season’s activities,” said the dependent wife. “Instead he will
be working along side other Airmen, Soldiers,
Sailors and Marines that are also serving for our
country, many of whom volunteered for their
deployment. He is very proud of these young
troops as they are dedicated to the mission day
in and day out, and their patriotism is inspiring.”

F

amily most important

The Spirit
asked Academy
folks what
they’ll be
doing for
the holidays.
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

P

arents down the street

This holiday season, Senior Airman Kristy
Meeks won’t have to drive 8-10 hours to visit her
parents.
Since the Academy Plans and Programs information manager arrived, her parents live down the
street.
“This will be my daughter’s second
Christmas,” said the four and one-half year Air
Force veteran. “I will be spending the holidays
with my family here in Colorado Springs.”
She has a nephew due to arrive around New
Years.

M

ore stories to tell

December 25 will find Preparatory School
math instructor 1st Lt. Joseph La Monica in New
Jersey.
“I will get a chance to spend time with
extended family and old friends where I was born
and raised,” said the officer from Piscataway. “I
also have more stories to tell friends and family
back home about work, rather than engineering
tidbits.”
He’ll be back for New Years.
“I will be spending time with my wife and
new friends I made at the Academy,” he said.
“You should enjoy your leave and get away from
work – get refreshed so you can come back and
do it all again.”

R

eflections, relaxation

“Celebrating with family and friends is
important on Dec. 25 and causes us to focus on
each other as well as strangers in need,” said
hospital family practice registered nurse Eva
Mayberry.
“Since my husband is deployed to Iraq, my
son’s fiancée and her family have invited me to
join them in their celebration starting with a
sleep-over on Christmas Eve with a pleasant
dinner, attending midnight church service and
celebrating Christmas Day with a feast,” said Mrs.
Mayberry, from Fort Worth, Texas.
She expects to watch the Dallas Cowboys
pound their opponents.
“Each new year is a time for renewal of goals,

The most important thing on Dec. 25?
“Family,” said Maj. Melissa Flattery,
academic affairs staff officer with the registrar’s
office. “I’m fortunate to be ‘home’ — my
parents are here so it’s great to be able to spend
time with my whole family. The best part is
being able to watch my five-year-old daughter,
Emma, spending time with her grandparents and
vice versa.”
The 15-year Air Force veteran from Lamar,
Colo., said it will be a day spent unwrapping
presents, cleaning up the mess, playing with new
toys, eating too much and wondering why they
overdid it again this year.
There’s also sleeping, attempting to create
art or watching the Pikes Peak fireworks.
“We’ll consciously try not to overdo the gift
thing this year, unlike last year with our
daughter,” said Major Flattery. “Instead, we’ll
find healthier ways of showing her how special
spreading holiday cheer can be.”
One of the time-honored traditions in the
registrar’s office is having a party at the associate dean of student academic affairs and registrar’s home. Dr. Dean and Mrs. Nancy Wilson
create a wonderful environment for people to let
their hair down, celebrate among the registrar’s
family and just have fun.
“It’s our ‘pinnacle’ event that solidifies how
awesome it is to be a part of the Academy
family,” she said. “I’d just like to say thank you
to the great team I am so proud to be a part of.”
Most of the time, Major Flattery said, she
thinks people tend to forget how fortunate we
are in life.
“We get bogged down in the monotony of
everyday life and we forget how wonderful it is
to be alive, to be healthy, to live in a democratic
society and to be surrounded by so many great
opportunities,” said the officer who dreams of
living in New Zealand after retiring. “Life is
good.”
She looks forward to the New Year and what
it could bring.
“Peace on Earth would be pretty cool for a
change,” she said.

G

oing light on partying

December 25 will find Cadet 4th Class
David Peck at his grandfather’s ranch in eastern
Colorado.
“I will be celebrating Christmas with family

from Oregon and Ohio that I have not seen in
years and who have not been out here at the
same time in more than four years,” said the civil
engineering major from Cripple Creek, Colo. “I
will be enjoying the time with family and celebrating Christ’s birth.”
He plans to go light on partying during New
Years.
“This will be my first New Year’s Eve away
from home. I will be in Hawaii visiting some
friends,” he said. “I will be having a good time
but won’t be partying very heavily.”
Cadet Peck said he no longer has daily interaction with family.
“Don’t get me wrong; I am still very close to
my family, but just not to the extent that I was,”
he said. “I have a different life now and it has
made me a little different. I see some things now
in a way that I didn’t before.
“I think family might mean more to me now
that I am away from them,” the Cadet Squadron
11 member said. “It will mean a lot more to me
as a break from the Academy than just a break
from high school. Overall, Christmas may just
be a little more cherished for me this year than
other years.”

C

arolina holidays

For retired Senior Master Sgt. Gary
Moczulski, the holidays will be in North
Carolina.
“My daughter, a senior at Rampart High
School, is flying out for her winter break,” said
the senior NCO turned homes production scheduler who spent four of his 20-year Air Force
career based out of the Academy with the Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps,
Northwest Region.
The start of 2007 will mark the retired
senior NCO’s return to completing a master’s
degree in accounting and finance that he had
started prior to retirement.
“My relocation to North Carolina
temporarily postponed that, but now that we are
settled I am completing this personal goal,” he
said. “2007 also will bring the birth of a son or
another daughter in May. Spending time with
family around the holidays did not happen very
often during my military career and we enjoyed
the time spent together.”

G

o Huskies

Going to mass on Dec. 24 and New Year’s
Day is of paramount importance to Prep School
vice commander and athletic director Lt. Col.
Kevin Umbaugh and family, he said.
“The holidays are special days in our faith.
They each have their own special meaning to
me and my family,” said the 18-year Air Force
veteran from Wichita Falls, Texas. “Even the
years in which I was deployed or on a remote
these days were still very special.”
With him, he said, are thoughts and prayers
for deployed Airmen and their families during
this holiday season.
“The importance of what they do everyday
cannot be understated,” said Colonel Umbaugh.
“They are engaging and defeating the enemies
of our nation and our way of life every single
day.”
“Go Huskies!” he said.
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Arena
Hajner honored
Air Force freshman Jeff
Hajner was named the Atlantic
Hockey Association Rookie of
the Week for his performance
against UConn, Dec. 7-8.
Hajner, a right wing/center
from Las Vegas, Nev., had a
career best three points in the
two-game series against the
Huskies.

Batchelder MVP
The Air Force volleyball
team officially closed out the
2006 season Sunday with its
annual
end-of-the-year
banquet. Freshman Katie
Batchelder, who was named
the squad’s Rookie of the Year,
became the first freshman since
1996 to be honored as the
team’s Most Valuable Player.

Youth swimming
offered
Youth swim lesson registration is Jan. 3-5, during
normal business hours at the
Academy fitness and sports
center. Various levels of instruction are offered. Cost is $30
for six lessons. For more information, call 333-1988 or
333-9140.

Pool closure
The Academy fitness and
sports center pool will be
closed for annual maintenance
Dec. 26 to Jan. 5.

Certificates available
The fitness and sports
center has holiday gift certificates for massages, personal
trainers and reflexology. For
more information, call 3334522 or 333-3531.

Scoreboard
INTERCOLLEGIATE
Men’s Basketball

SPORTS
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AF passes two more tests
Falcons crack AP Poll at #24

By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

It may be finals week at the Academy, but
the Air Force men’s basketball team has been
passing tests all season – make that acing
them.
The Falcons racked up a record-breaking
82-31 thrashing of neighboring Division III
Colorado College Saturday and followed up
Wednesday with a 70-47 spanking of Norfolk
State, both at Clune Arena, a graveyard for
visiting teams.
The victories showcased why the bluesuiters entered the Associated Press College
Basketball Poll at #24 and moved up three
places to #20 in the USA Today/ESPN
Coaches Poll. Both rankings are the highest
in program history.
“Naturally we’re excited to be there,” Air
Force head coach Jeff Bzdelik said. “But we
know we have a tough schedule ahead, some
tough tests. (Being ranked) is something we
strive for. Now, the most important thing is
to stay there.”
The Falcons (11-1) last two games solidified their new-found national stature.
Air Force opened against Colorado
College with a 30-0 run on their way to an
insurmountable 50-6 halftime lead. The
Falcons defense, which induced 19 first half
Tiger turnovers, held CC scoreless for the
first 10:27 of the game.
CC’s six first-half points are the fewest
Air Force has allowed in one half in school
history.
The blowout gave Bzdelik the luxury of
emptying his bench midway through the first
half and for the rest of the game. Reserve point
guard Adam Hood logged the most court
time, 26 minutes, and responded with career
highs of nine points, six assists and four
rebounds.
“I’m pretty used to it (the lengthy
minutes),” the junior said when asked if
fatigue set in. “In practice we always play hard
in 20-minute games when the starters go
against the second unit.”
Senior starting forward Jacob Burtschi had
a game-high 10 points in just 10 minutes.
Norfolk State (1-5), a member of the

Photo by Dave Armer

Falcon center Nick Welch drives past Norfolk State’s Calvin Brown Dec. 13 at
Clune Arena. Welch scored eight points and grabbed five rebounds against the
Spartans.

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference, was a more
difficult test, but one the Falcons figured out
quickly.
With the game tied at five, Air Force
went on a 30-14 run, highlighted by six 3pointers to take a commanding 35-19 halftime lead. The Falcons made a season-high
15-of-29 3-point attempts in the game,
including a trio by returning point guard Matt
McCraw, who sat out the previous two games
with a severely sprained ankle.
“We shoot about 500 three pointer’s in
practice every week,” said McCraw who
finished with 11 points and logged a
team-high 33 minutes because Bzdelik
didn’t want his tender ankle to swell up
again.
Burtschi led the balanced Falcon
attack with 14 points while Dan
Nwaelele added 12 and sophomore
guard Andrew Henke enjoyed a careerhigh 11 off the bench.
The unselfish Air Force offense

dished out a season-high 24 assists setting up
its 26 baskets.
“We attacked these games with the
mindset of getting better no matter who we
play,” senior center Nick Welch said. “We
did that.”
The Falcons have won 23 consecutive
home games, third longest streak in the country
and have won 31 straight times at Clune
Arena against non-conference opponents.
Air Force’s next test is Dec. 23 when it
travels to the University of Northern Colorado
in Greeley.

Dec. 9 at AFA
#23 Falcons 82 Colorado College 31
Dec. 13 at AFA
#24/20 Falcons 70 Norfolk St. 47

Women’s Basketball
Dec. 7 at Milwaukee, Wis.
Wisconsin-Milwaukee 65 Falcons 53
Dec. 9 at Chicago, Ill.
Illinois-Chicago 58
Falcons 57
Dec. 13 at Denver, Colo.
Denver 59
Falcons 46

Hockey
Dec. 7 at Storrs, Conn.
Falcons 4
Connecticut 2
Dec. 8 at Storrs, Conn.
Connecticut 7
Falcons 5

Boxing
Dec. 8 at AFA
Friday Night Fights (15 bouts)
173 lbs. *Joe Conrad (CS-36) rsc3
*Boxer of the Week

Photo by Danny Meyer

Photo by Dave Armer

Falcon forward Anwar Johnson defends against Norfolk State’s Brandon
Plummer. The Falcons defense held the Spartans to just 36 percent shooting.

Falcon guard Adam Hood elevates for a
shot against Colorado College Dec. 7.
Hood scored a career-high nine points.
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And then there were none, unbeatens Scoreboard
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

One word best describes
the Academy Intramural
Basketball Division race –
parity.
Heading into the midseason holiday break, six of
the division’s eight teams are
within one and a half games of
the top spot.
One of the half-dozen
contenders is the 306th Flying
Training Group, which staked
it’s claim to the mix Dec. 7
with a gritty come-from-behind
48-39 win over the defending
base champion 10th Medical
Group at the Fitness and Sports
Center gym.
With MDG leading 39-37
with a little more than 2:00 to
play, player/coach Abelardo
Perez coolly drained a 3-pointer
to put his club ahead for good.
The flight liners sank eight
straight free throws to ice the
victory that saddled MDG with
its first loss of the season.
“If I’m open, I’ll shoot,”
said a confident Perez, who
finished with a game-high 15
points. “I was trying to get us
back in the game. I feel good
shooting from there (3-point
range). I actually don’t look
where I’m shooting from. If

they give me at least two inches
of space, it’s going up.”
Perez’s first trey turned out
to be a 4-point play with a free
throw. It gave FTG a 13-6 lead
midway through the first half.
However, Med Group went
to its balanced attack to chip
away and eventually re-take the
lead, 22-19, on a 3-pointer by
Matthew Olson. MDG led at
the break 24-21.
After intermission, FTG
attacked the rim with regularity,
resulting in a parade to the free
throw line. They connected on
14 charity tosses in the second
half, six by guard Derek Harris.
“I hardly miss free throws
if I concentrate,” said the
accomplished 18-year-old dependent who previously played
at the intramural level as a 14year-old at Vandenberg Air
Force Base, Calif. “Generally
I’m good at that part of the
game.”
While Harris and company
cashed in at the line, it was
FTG’s defense that spelled the
difference down the stretch.
The medics were held to a
Victor Rodgers lay up in the
last 7:00 of play enabling the
flight liners to outscore the
defending champs 17-2 and
win going away.
“Our main goal was to slow

Wrestling
Dec. 8 at Gunnison, Colo.
Western St. 19
Falcons 12
Dec. 9 at AFA
Falcons 29
Mines 16

Academy Spirit Editor

For the past two seasons the 34th
Training Wing, now the Commandant of
Cadets, has been leading the pack in the
Academy’s Intramural Basketball League’s
Over-30 Division. Their back-to-back divi-

Photo by 1st Lt. John Ross

MDG forward Barry Watkiss splits Prep
School defenders Monday at the base
gym.

School

INTRAMURAL
Basketball
Intramural Division
Team
Prep
306 FTG
SFS
MDG #1
MSS
J&J
CEF
MDG #2

Photo by 1st Lt. John Ross

Derek Harris of the 306 FTG goes strong through the lane
Dec. 7 to draw a foul from an MDG defender.

the tempo down,” Harris
explained. “They’re an uptempo team, so we played to
their weakness to control the
game.”
Andrew Miller scored nine
points, Harris and Sam Perez
each tallied eight and Matt
Emmons had six for FTG.
Eight players tallied for the
Med Group, paced by Jacques

English with 10 points,
followed by Olson and Greg
Schneringer with six apiece.
Parity struck again as FTG,
at 4-0, didn’t stay the last
unbeaten for long. J&J
Maintenance and the Prep
School hung back-to-back
losses on them Tuesday and
Wednesday (See Scoreboard
section).

MDG grabs Over-30 division lead
By Wayne Amann

Colorado

sion titles speak for themselves. The
Preparatory School has been the division’s
runners-up during that same stretch.
But now they, and the rest of the division, are looking up in the standings at the
10th Medical Group.
Steve Baker’s game-high 23 points led
a balanced MDG attack Monday as the
medics broke open a tight game in the
second half and pulled away from the Prep
School, 62-44, at the community center
gym.
The win perched MDG, which finished
third a year ago, alone atop the division at
4-0.
Nearly half of Med Group’s scoring
came from beyond the arc. They connected
on 10 3-point shots, two by guard Greg
Schneringer, to fuel a 12-0 MDG run that
turned an 8-3 deficit into a 15-8 advantage.
It was a lead they would never relinquish.
“The key was being able to work the
ball around and convert on some outside
shots,” Schneringer said. “When they played
zone defense, it was hard for us to get the
ball inside because we didn’t have the big
guys.”
MDG played without three of their
front court players which necessitated their
long-range game plan, although it took a
while for it to get into gear.
The Prep School kept things close in
the first half thanks in part to guard Todd
Bynum’s three 3-pointers as the Med Group

led at halftime, 23-17.
Bynum opened the second half with his
fourth 3-pointer to narrow the gap to three.
After a brief exchange of field goals and
free throws, Prep’s Jeff Parr hit a base line
jumper to pull his team to within 29-27. It
was the closest Prep would come.
MDG hit its next four 3-point shots, two
by Colin Allison, to balloon the lead to
eight. A lay in by Baker with 8:00 to play
upped the advantage to 43-33. The Med
Group kept its double-digit cushion the
rest of the way.
“Our outside shooters heated up quick,”
said Baker who played shooting guard on
a number 1 state high school team in
Beverly, Ohio. “They spread out of their
zone which gave us a lot of lanes to make
passes and cuts in. We were cutting well and
the guards were passing great which gave
us easy lay ups.”
Baker led three medics in double-digits.
Barry Watkiss netted 13 points while
Schneringer had 12. Allison’s six, Todd
Garland’s five and Ken Chasse-Ferri’s three
rounded out the Med Group attack.
The Prep School, 3-2, was paced by
Ralph Street with 14 points. Bynum finished
with 11. Steve Pipes had nine, Parr six and
Shawn Thomas four to complete their
scoring.
“They were able to muscle us and get
the ball inside,” Schneringer admitted, “But
they didn’t convert a lot of their shots.”

W
4
4
4
3
3
3
1
0

Dec. 7
FTG 48
MSS 55
CEF 60

MDG #1 39
MDG #2 41
J&J 51

Dec. 12
J&J 73
Prep 43
MSS 44

FTG 67
SFS 37
CEF 35

Dec. 13
J&J 63
SFS 61 (OT)
Prep 49

MDG #2 56
MDG #1 52
FTG 39

L
1
2
2
2
3
3
4
5

Dec. 14
Games played after press time.

Over-30 Division
Team
MDG
CW #1
MSS
Prep
NSSI
306 FTG
CW #2
DFPS
DFL

W
4
3
3
3
3
2
1
0
0

Dec. 7
CW #1 50
MDG 67

306 FTG 40
DFL 29

Dec. 11
MDG 62
NSSI 55

Prep 44
CW#2 32

Dec. 12
Prep 47
NSSI 48

306 FTG 39
DFL 22

Dec. 13
MSS 47
CW #2 43

CW #1 30
DFPS 38

L
0
1
1
2
2
3
3
3
4

Dec. 14
Games played after press time.

Bowling
Thru Dec. 11
Team
DFC
AFA Pool #2
DFBL
MDSS
DFMS
NSSI
Retirees
SFS
Cadets
Prep School
MSG/LGR #2
CES/CEJ
Comm
Services
HQ USAFA
DF
AFA Pool #1
MSG/LGC
MSG/LGR #1
DRU

W
86
81
80
73
69
69
68
60
59
58
56
55
54
53
50
49
48
46
44
42

L
34
39
40
47
51
51
52
60
61
62
64
65
66
67
70
71
72
74
76
78

Pins
43974
45507
44490
43338
43872
41122
44379
42818
43293
43077
43924
43450
42964
44086
31451
43164
43068
43440
43247
43323

of
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EMPOWERING THE GIVING EXPERIENCE ™

my cause > healthy children

Helping to deliver The Giving Experience™
Kintera’s innovative online software tools help organizations quickly and easily
share their message, increase volunteer involvement, and reduce fundraising
Founded in 1908,The Children’s Hospital is a private,
not-for-profit, pediatric health-care network located

costs. By delivering the best possible Giving Experience, organizations can
build stronger communities and increase support for good causes.

in Denver, and 100 percent dedicated to caring for
kids. With 1,130 pediatric specialists and more than
2,300 full-time employees, Children’s is home to a

. Content Management System (CMS)

number of nationally and internationally recognized

. Constituent Relationship Management (CRM)

medical programs.

. Email and Communications
"Kintera provides a robust set of tools to facilitate
volunteer fundraising. We now have the capability

. Events

to handle a variety of online forms that make
registration and fundraising for our events seamless."

– Frank Dean, Director of Development Systems
The Children’s Hospital Foundation

. Advocacy
. Prospect Screening (P!N™ )
. Accounting (FundWare)

www.imaginethemiracles.org

> To learn more, visit: www.kintera.com or call toll-free 1.866.kintera (546.8372)
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Gate C-2 will close Dec. 21 to Jan. 8. Gate
C-3 will be closed on Dec. 25 and
Jan. 1.

3-11 years and free for kids younger than
3 years. The half price tickets are only
available at the zoo admission gate the
night of the event.

Commissary holiday hours
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
2006
CADET CHAPEL
Friday, Dec. 15
Hanukkah Service - 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 17
Catholic Masses
Mass - 10 a.m.
No Catholic Mass Dec. 31,
Mass schedule resumes Jan. 7 10 a.m.

Protestant Services
Traditional with Communion - 9 a.m.
Protestant Hill Fellowship - 10:30
a.m.
Gospel Service - Noon
No Protestant Services Dec. 25, 31
and Jan. 7
Sunday, Dec. 24
Mass - 10 a.m.
Roman Catholic Christmas Eve Vigil
- 5 p.m.
Protestant Candlelight Christmas
Eve Service - 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL
Catholic Masses
Saturday
Catholic Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Protestant Services
Wednesday
Liturgical Service - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday
Contemporary Service - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional Service - 8 a.m.
Gospel Service - 11 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16
Protestant Christmas Cantata - 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 17
Protestant Christmas Cantata - 8
a.m.
Protestant Children’s Christmas
Program - 11 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Protestant Candlelight Christmas
Eve Service (Cadet Chapel) - 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve Mass - 10 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 25
Christmas Day Mass - 10 a.m.
Protestant Liturgical Service - Noon
Sunday, Dec. 31
Protestant Watch Night Service - 9
p.m.

Toys for Tots sought
The Academy’s Section 8 Toys for
Tots Drive donation boxes are at the base
exchange and at various locations in the
Cadet Area through today. All toys
collected will be given to Colorado
Springs children.

Shoppette adjusts hours
The Academy shoppette has new
hours. The facility is open daily from 6
a.m. to midnight, and on holidays from
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. The gas pumps are available 24 hours. When the store is closed,
credit cards must be used at the pumps.
For more information, call 472-0395.

Deer hunt
The Academy’s Natural Resources
office and the Colorado Division of
Wildlife will conduct the annual base
deer hunt today through Sunday. Hunters
are guided by base or CDOW officials and
personal safety is a primary concern.
Frequently-used roads and trails that lead
into the hunting areas will be posted with
warning signs requesting people to stay
out of these areas. For more information, call 333-3308.

Legal office closure
The Academy’s legal offices in the
10th Air Base Wing Headquarters
building and in Harmon Hall will be
closed Monday from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
for an official function. In case of an
emergency, call the command center at
333-2633 and ask for the on-call JAG.

Awards tickets go on sale
Tickets for the 2006 Academy Annual
Awards Banquet go on sale Jan. 7 from
unit first sergeants. The event is March
16, starting at 6 p.m. with a social hour
at the Officers’ Club. The theme is
“Honoring Heritage … Forging New
Horizons.” Former Chief Master Sergeant
of the Air Force Robert Gaylor will be the
guest speaker. The meal will feature
London broil, herb roasted chicken or a
vegetarian plate and dessert. The price for
club members is $23.45 and for nonmembers $25.45. Attire is mess dress or
semi-formal for military and the formal
equivalent for civilians.

Cadet chapel tour change

The base commissary is adjusting
hours for the holidays. It’ll be open
Monday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., with hand
basket shopping for 20 items or less from
8 to 9 a.m. The store will be open Dec.
24 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. but will be
closed Dec. 25. It will be open Dec. 31
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and closed New
Year’s Day.

Employment applications
The Academy Commissary is
accepting applications for the student
temporary employment program.
Application information is at the commissary or call 333-2227.

Observances in the works
In preparation for January’s Martin
Luther King Day commemoration and
February’s Black History Month celebration, the 10th Air Base Wing Academy
Special Observance Committee is looking
for help to plan and execute the events.
The committee meets Thursdays at 3:30
p.m. in the military equal opportunity
conference room on Otis Dr., past Air
Academy High School. For more information, call Master Sgt. Annette Williams
at 333-6374 or Master Sgt. Spenger Zamy
at 333-5361.

Alcohol abuse prevention
The Community Collaboration on
Substance Abuse Prevention will meet in
mid-February in the Academy Officers’
Club to discuss the current culture of
alcohol use and prevention of alcoholrelated events. The 18-member group’s
Nov. 17 meeting focused on how their
various agencies could most effectively
improve the community’s alcohol use
culture and better influence individual
choices. The members began planning
events to promote the focus. For more
information, e-mail Capt. Troy Todd at
troy.todd@usafa.af.mil.

Pep band forming
An Academy pep band is forming to
play at home basketball games, and
possibly other sports, when the Cadet
Drum and Bugle Corps can’t. All band
positions are open to officers, enlisted,
civilians and family members that play
musical instruments. Extra instruments
are available and music will be provided.
Interested musicians should call, Capt.
Randy Carlson at 333-3596 or e-mail
randall.carlson@usafa.af.mil.

The Cadet Chapel will be closed Jan.
7 for tours. There will be a Catholic
service at 10 a.m. that day.

Thrift shop closes
• Reach over 70,000 readers
• Reach the Single Largest
Segment of the Southern Colorado
Consumer Market
• Reach Business Decision Makers

The Academy Visitor Center is
closed for the holidays Dec. 24, 25, 31
and Jan. 1.

Need some Power behind
your advertising message

Cadet area gate hours

Call (719) 329-5236
for Details

Holiday gate hours for the Cadet Area
will have Gate C-1 open 24 hours a day.

Ent Federal Credit Union and the
Care and Share Food Bank are
combating hunger via the 2006 Holiday
Care Drive, an initiative to collect 1.5
million pounds of food.
Ent has collection barrels in each of
its 21 service center lobbies and its
corporate offices, to collect non-perishable food items from patrons through
Saturday. Ent is also taking monetary
donations for the Care and Share Food
Bank so the organization can purchase
additional food and supplies for southern
Colorado families. The Care and Share
Food Bank can purchase in volume at
a lower cost than the average consumer.
A one dollar donation can translate into
as much as 10 pounds of food.
For more information or to make
a donation, visit Ent.com or any of
the service centers in the Pikes Peak
region.

Help homeless
Colorado Springs Urban Peak needs
volunteers to help feed homeless youth
from 7-9 a.m. For more information,
call 630-3223 ext. 22.

Drivers needed
The American Cancer Society is
looking for good drivers to help those who
need rides to treatments. Training takes
just one hour. For times and locations of
the training sessions and to reserve a
spot, call Stephanie Wilson at 488-3748.

Care and Share
Volunteers are needed at the Care
Share Food Bank to help with hunger
relief projects throughout southern
Colorado. For more information, call
528-1247, or visit careandshare.org.

Foster care families wanted
Goodwill Industries of Colorado
Springs is recruiting foster care families
for children with disabilities. For more
information, call Walter Thew at
572-1348 or visit wthew@goodwill
colosprings.org

Chorale auditions nearing
Auditions for membership in the
Colorado Springs Chorale are Jan. 2 and
3, by appointment only, from 6:30 to
10:30 p.m. at the First Christian Church
on the northeast corner of Cascade and
Platte. This Chorale 50th Anniversary
season includes the Chorale Gold production with full orchestra singing “choral
blockbusters” and appearing with the
Academy Band. For an appointment, call
634-3737.

Calling youth musicians

The thrift shop will be closed from
Tuesday to Jan. 8. It will reopen Jan. 9.

Visitor center closings

Holiday Care Drive ending

Safari half price for GIs
The Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s
Holiday Electric Safari, is available at
half price to all military and their families with a valid ID through Jan. 1 (except
Christmas Eve). Regular admission prices
are $6 for adults, $3.50 for children ages

The Pikes Peak Philharmonic is auditioning for the annual Youth Concerto
Competition Jan. 13. It’s open to all
students through high school. A cash
prize will be awarded to the winner,
who’ll perform with the orchestra at First
United Methodist Church on May 20.
Audition time and place will be
determined. For an appointment, call
471-7605.
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Two great
services.
One low bill.

@

You won’t get a better
package this holiday season.
Digital Cable
with ON DEMAND.

High-Speed Internet
faster than ever with 6Mbps.

Bundle up with
one convenient bill
for only

33

$

Each per month

for 6 months*

1-800-COMCAST
Cable Service: Certain services are available separately or as a part of other levels of service. Basic Service subscription is required to receive other levels of service. High-Speed Service: Speeds are for downloads only and compare Comcast 6Mbps to 1.5Mbps DSL. Many factors affect speed and actual speeds will vary. Not all features compatible with Macintosh systems. Offer: Limited time offer. Offer only available in participating Comcast systems (and may not be transferred) and limited to new residential customers (or former Adelphia/Comcast
customers with accounts in good standing, who have not had any Adelphia/Comcast service during the past 60 days), located in Comcast Cable wired and serviceable areas. Offer limited to Enhanced Cable and 6.0Mbps High-Speed Internet Access. *After 6 months, regular monthly rates for each service applies. Current monthly rate for High-Speed Internet varies between $42.95-$52.95/month depending on other Comcast services subscribed to, if any. Comcast Enhanced Cable is currently $49.29 and includes one digital receiver and remote control.
Savings based on bundled promotional offer over non-promotional rates. Offer only good for a single outlet per service. Cable modem rental, currently priced at $3/month for High-Speed Internet, and installation fees are extra. Prices shown do not include taxes, franchise fees.
Not all programming and services available in all areas. Call Comcast for restrictions and complete details about service, prices and equipment. Service is subject to Comcast standard terms and conditions of service.Comcast ©2006. All rights reserved.

