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Cadet candidates
recognized for
first-aid efforts
By Tech. Sgt. Roel Utley
Academy Spirit staff

Traveling home from an away
game for the Preparatory School’s
volleyball team used to be
uneventful.
That changed Oct. 21 on a return
trip from Kansas when their bus had
to pull over to avoid what remained
of a head-on collision.
With prior emergency medical
experience, two cadet candidates
provided care while a third helped
control the gathering crowd until
emergency responders could arrive.
For their efforts, the three cadet
candidates earned the Air Force
Achievement Medal.
Cadet Candidates Angela Nagel
and Whitney Beck began administering aid to the surviving crash
victims. While they tended to the
victims, Cadet Candidate Rachel
Lovato called for emergency services
and helped control the crowd.
The accident occurred when a
vehicle attempted to pass a snowplow
on Highway 24.
“At the time of the accident,
everyone was sleeping and we all
woke up when the bus driver
slammed on the brakes,” said
Candidate Beck, who is a certified
emergency medical technician. Her
first thought was, “Oh my gosh, I
need to help these people, and I know
what to do!”
Once it was determined the accident scene was safe, 19-year-old
Candidate Beck responded by
checking accident victims for
consciousness and life threatening
injuries. Finding a female victim
suspended from her seat belt,
Candidate Beck, assisted by a
bystander, cut the woman free. After
determining the female passenger
could not be helped, Candidate Beck
located another victim and began
lifesaving steps until paramedics
arrived.
See FIRST AID, Page 4
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Weather no match for professionalism
As frigid, winter weather gripped the Academy Jan. 12, the Academy Honor Guard performed a burial detail
while maintaining the utmost professionalism. Their attention to detail stirred feelings of pride in a retiree
attending the service. Read his reactions and comments on Page 12.

DoD: Academy hospital tops in class
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The Defense Department’s award
for top mid-sized military treatment
facility went to the Academy during
Washington, D.C., ceremonies Tuesday
as part of the annual TRICARE conference.
Col. Alan Berg, commander of the
10th Medical Group, was in the capital
to accept the Military Treatment Facility
Patient Satisfaction Award for Oct. 1,
2005 to Sept. 30, 2006.
“Military medicine has a proud
history of advancing battlefield medicine
and this award proves that we also excel

in taking care of our military family at
home,” said Colonel Berg. “Our goal is
to provide world-class, on-target medical
care and to exceed out patients’ expectations for caring and compassionate
medical treatments.”
This award was based on many
recent and significant accomplishments

by the men and women of the 10th
Medical Group, including leading the Air
Force in measures of prevention, keeping
beneficiaries healthy, serving as a teleradiology hub for 14 DoD facilities and
earning recognition as the second in the
nation and first in DoD’s “Most Wired”
hospital.
It received full accreditation from the
Joint Commission on the Accreditation
of Healthcare Organizations and an
“Excellent” rating from the Health
Services Inspection, making it the Air
Force’s best CONUS-bedded facility for
2006.
“This award was earned and is shared
See HOSPITAL, Page 4
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It’s what we’re fighting for
As the Chicago Bears and Indianapolis Colts
tweak their game plans for Sunday’s Super Bowl, I
can’t help but think back nearly six years ago.
Right after 9/11 there was a movement in this
country to cancel sporting events to protect
Americans from terrorism, because Uncle Sam is
involved in an armed conflict.
I said it then and I’ll say it now…
Game On!
That’s what we fight wars for, to do the things
that have been part of the American landscape for
generations, those same generations that fought,
and died, for our freedom to play and watch sports.
In the grand scheme of things sports is
intended to be no more than fun and games, entertainment, a diversion. And that’s my point.
Reality is serious enough without making
sports part of a life or death issue.
When I was still wearing my blue suit, and was
stationed overseas during peacetime, I religiously
kept up with my Windy City sports teams through
my local Armed Forces Radio and Television
outlet.
That gave me a sense of normalcy.
Because of the time difference, I would listen
at 0-dark-30, to one of my beloved clubs lose
again. I would be ticked at the score, but secure in
the knowledge things were status quo back in the
States.
I joined the Air Force out of high school during
the Vietnam War. I never saw combat so I don’t
know what our brave troops went through then or
are going through now. But I’d bet my retirement

Spirit
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Wayne
Amann
check that every one has thought of the home
front, whether it’s family, friends and yes, even
sports. It’s human nature.
When I was an AFRTS sportscaster overseas I
got tremendous job satisfaction from providing a
service that was received with such open arms.
Their feedback said it all. The GIs were starved for
sports news from the states because it meant home.
That’s one reason why it’s America’s duty to
press on with our sporting routines, whether
playing or attending, at all levels.
Youth, high school, college, professional and
military sports programs share a common bond.
They all define who we are and what we represent,
a freedom loving nation willing to make the ultimate sacrifice, if necessary, to protect what we
believe in, and even what we don’t.
The collegiate basketball player who, years
ago, refused to face the United States flag with her
team just before tip-off to protest our involvement
in Iraq really tightened my jaw.
I questioned her patriotism. I questioned the
appropriateness of her exhibiting a political belief
while representing her school in uniform.

Character Development
Character Corner

Personal Commercial Affairs and Off-Duty Employment
• Cadets involved in charity events when all proceeds go to that charity,
or to conduct personal commercial transactions on the
Academy with agents, salespeople and vendors of any commercial enterprise must first coordinate with the Athletic Department
Compliance Branch to ensure compliance with NCAA restrictions and
their chain of command. Cadets must receive written authorization
from the 10th Mission Support Group IAW AFI 34-223, Private
Organization (PO) Program after proper coordination. Cadets will then
call the Judge Advocate, at 333-3940, for a copy of the latest Cadet
Fundraising Guide.
• Cadets will not solicit orders, act as agents or act in other capacities
for commercial enterprises for profit. Cadets will not engage in off-duty
employment except during summer leave periods. Cadets will submit an
AF Form 3902, Application and Approval for Off-Duty Employment, to
their AOCs for summer employment approval. Cadets in
good standing may participate in rock bands, as disc
jockeys or in vocal groups without pay for events
primarily attended by cadets. They must still
obtain squadron AOC/AMT approval.
During the academic year, the
Commandant is the approving
authority for off-duty employment
for cadets with extenuating circumstances.

Character Corner
What is character?

Cadet Sight Picture

Character is the sum of four areas of our lives: values, purpose, vision and influence.
— Values are defined as what’s important. Our values rule
our lives. We will always do what we think is most important
at the time.
— Purpose drives us. Purpose becomes passion in our
lives.

— Vision guides us in the right direction. If you can see it,
you can be it.
— We influence and are influenced every moment of
our lives. “Your walk talks and your talk talks but
your walk talks louder than your talk talks,”
renowned leadership author John C. Maxwell
said. Our actions speak louder than our words
and we influence others by our actions.
Choose the right values. Discover your true
purpose in life. See yourself succeeding.
Help others find the right vector.
Tune in to Character Counts, Wednesdays
at 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., on KAFA, 97.7 FM.

The Cadet Sight Picture (Cadet Wing
Manual 36-3501) gives insight into
daily cadet requirements.
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Prediction: Talk about déjà vu! When Chicago
played in the 1986 Super Bowl, I was a tech
sergeant stationed at the Academy. Now, 21 years
later, I’m back here as a civilian set to watch my
Bears in Super Bowl Shuffle II. How ironic is that?
Forget about Peyton Manning and his vaunted Indy
offense. Forget about which Rex Grossman will
show up. As long as the Monsters of the Midway
don’t self destruct with turnovers, pick ‘DA
BEARS!

Character Developm

Cadet Sight Picture

Directorate of Public Affairs mission:
To responsibly inform and educate the
Academy community and the public about the
Air Force Academy

While I totally disagreed with her action, the
episode reminded me just how tolerant or flexible
our great system is. It gives you the right to be
wrong.
Americans have nothing to be ashamed of or
apologize for when it comes to enjoying themselves while there’s strife elsewhere in the world.
The two are mutually exclusive.
The blood, sweat and tears of our predecessors
earned us many privileges, including enjoying
athletics. For players, fans and even editors it’s a
well-deserved legacy with no end in sight.
We owe our military the satisfaction of
knowing by putting themselves in harm’s way
they’re preserving, our way of life, which has been
way ahead of whatever is in second place for
nearly 231 years.
I suspect CBS will cut away to an Iraqi or
Afghan garden spot to catch a glimpse of our
troops watching their broadcast of the Super Bowl.
What are we fighting for? If you still have to
ask, you haven’t been paying attention.

The Academy Spirit is published by
Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group, a
private firm in no way connected with the U.S.
Air Force, under exclusive written contract with
the U.S. Air Force Academy. This civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services. Contents of the Academy Spirit are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, the Department of
Defense or the Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does
not constitute endorsement by the Department
of Defense, the Department of the Air Force, or
Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group,

of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall
be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
The printer reserves the right to reject
any advertisements.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and
provided by the U.S. Air Force Academy
Directorate of Public Affairs. The editor
reserves the right to edit articles to conform
to Air Force policy and Associated Press
style. All photos are U.S. Air Force photos
unless otherwise indicated.

Submissions
Send submissions to: HQ USAFA/PAI, 2304 Cadet
Drive, Suite 3100, U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 808405016 or deliver to Suite 3100 in Harmon Hall.
Deadline for free classified ads on a space-available basis is 12 noon every Tuesday for that week’s
publication date. Paid classified advertising is accepted by the publisher at 329-5236. The number to call for
display advertising is 634-5905.
Deadline for all stories is noon Friday, one week
prior to the desired publication date. Refer questions
to the Academy Spirit editor at 333-8823.
The Academy Spirit also accepts story submissions by fax at 333-4094 or by e-mail: pa.news
paper@ usafa.af.mil.
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Cadet awarded
scholarship named
for fallen graduate
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The things Cadet 2nd Class Steven
Chandler likes best at the Academy are
friendships and opportunities.
“The friends I have made here I know
will last a lifetime,” he said. “We look
out for each other and be there for one
another through both good and hard
times.”
Cadet Chandler was awarded the
Taryn Robinson Scholarship during noon
ceremonies in Mitchell Hall Wednesday.
The $5,000 award will allow Cadet
Chandler to spend spring break with the
donor of the scholarship, Mr. Sean Tucker.
Mr. Tucker will put the second
classman to the test in Tucker’s Tutima
Academy of Aviation Safety in Salina,
Calif., over spring break.
The cadet soaring instructor pilot
and aerobatics team member will naturally be thinking about his friends while
he’s there.
“I will be able to bring my experience with Mr. Tucker back to the
Academy and the ACRO team so I can
share it with my peers and soaring
students,” he said.
The scholarship honors the memory
of 2nd Lt. Taryn Robinson, Academy
Class of 2005, who died from injuries
sustained in a flight training accident

near San Antonio in January 2006.
Her father is Maj. Gen. David
Robinson, Class of 1976 and mobilization assistant to the Chief of the Air
Force Reserve at the Pentagon.
It was the friendship of Mr. Tucker
and General Robinson that forged the
scholarship.
Mr. Tucker, a renowned airshow and
Photo by Dennis Rogers
stunt pilot, got to know General Robinson Cadet 2nd Class Steven Chandler chats with Maj. General David Robinson
on the air show circuit when General about Academy life.
Robinson served as operations officer for
and approved by the Academy Cadet
“It didn’t slow her down for one
the Air Force Thunderbirds.
Wing.
minute,”
General Robinson said.
Mr. Tucker also met then-Cadet Taryn
The Tiburon, Calif., native and civil engiGrowing up, Lt. Robinson was always
Robinson while visiting the Academy.
“She impressed me with her passion neer major is waiting and hoping for official very curious and athletic.
“She was a happy kid,” he said. “She
and commitment,” he said. “She was so approval for pilot qualification.
“This scholarship, along with being always took time to smell the roses.”
motivated and had an amazing way with
a soaring IP and on the ACRO team, will
In her freshman year of high school,
people.”
help
me
with
precision
flying,
espethe
budding
cadet announced she wanted
After Taryn’s death, Mr. Tucker
wanted to find a way to do something for cially at unusual attitudes and spatial to come to the Academy.
orientation,” he said.
Cadet Chandler had the same dream,
cadets in her name.
Cadet
Chandler
also
pointed
out
he
“ever
since I can remember,” he said of
“You don’t want to lose the memory
of someone who’s touched you,” he said. will avoid having to become physio- coming to the Academy.
He also dreamed of becoming a pilot
“I want the memory of this little girl to logically acclimated to that type of
flying
during
future
pilot
training.
and
serving his country.
go on.”
“She always wanted to fly,” said
“The Academy was the best way to
Cadet Chandler was surprised at the
General Robinson of his daughter Taryn, achieve this goal while also getting an
award.
“I didn’t know about it being available until even when she was at first disqualified education at the same time,” he said.
“In my mind, the opportunities
I found out that I was nominated for it,” he said. for her height.
At 5’2”, her nickname was “Peanut.” that the Academy has to offer are
“I can’t even begin to describe what an honor
She determinedly went after and unprecedented compared to any
it is to receive it.”
He was nominated for the scholar- received a height waiver from the other college in the country,” Cadet
Chandler said.
ship by the 306th Flying Training Group Academy.

Land Here.
You’re thinking about home. The Air National Guard can land you there.
Keep your military benefits and the camaraderie that comes with serving.
To get more details, visit GoANG.com today.

AIR NATIONAL GUARD

For information call 1-800-TO-GO-ANG

GoANG.COM
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First Aid
From Page 1
Meanwhile, Candidate Lovato used
her cellular phone to call for emergency
responders. Once the call for help was
made, Candidate Lovato took control of
the accident scene keeping spectators
a safe distance away from one of the
vehicles which had erupted in flames
shortly following the collision. After
the burning vehicle was extinguished,
the Rio Rancho, N.M., native gathered
and distributed emergency first aid
supplies to each of the victims and those
attempting emergency first aid.
With calm professionalism, 18year-old Candidate Lovato marshaled
spectators and their vehicles clear of the
accident scene allowing critical, unfettered access for responding emergency
workers.
Candidate Nagel, a prior enlisted
aerospace medical service journeyman,

checked accident victims for consciousness and life-threatening injuries. Unable
to find a pulse in a female victim, the
Fargo, N.D., native turned her attention to a male victim suffering from
massive head trauma. Candidate Nagel
treated the victim for shock and kept him
conscious until help arrived.
After emergency workers arrived
on scene, Candidates Beck and Nagel
continued providing emergency first
aid and assisted paramedics in their
efforts to stabilize and load victims
onto a Life Flight helicopter.
“There were several others who
got out of their cars to run and help
the man in the burning Blazer,”
Candidate Nagel said.
“Without everyone who was there
this man would have burned to death.
It truly reflects on our society as a
whole, how we are willing to help others
in need.”

Photo by Tech Sgt. Roel Utley

From left, Cadet Candidates Rachel Lovato, Angela Nagel and Whitney Beck
were awarded the Air Force Achievement Medal for their emergency first aid
efforts when they came upon a head-on vehicle accident on a return trip
from an intercollegiate volleyball match in Kansas.

Hospital
From Page 1
by the 800-plus military, civilians and contract
personnel who make up the 10th Medical Group and
who worked together with a single goal of serving our
military family, past, present and future,” the colonel
said.
The award is significant to the staff of the 10th
Medical Group who exceeded both inpatient and
outpatient business goals for Fiscal Year 2006 despite
deployments and manning shortages.

“We take pride in meeting the needs and exceeding
the expectations of our patients and this award highlights
and recognizes the excellence and dedication of our
personnel,” he said. “For our patients, this assures them
that they are receiving the best care possible within the
Military Healthcare System. I am proud of each and every
one of my staff, both military and civilian, and I am proud
to lead such a fine organization.”
Nestled in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains’
Rampart Range, the hospital cares for 31,000 beneficiaries and 4,000 cadets. Medical operations are 24 hours

a day, seven days a week.
“Not only do we face a rapidly changing security
environment that demands excellence in developing and
deploying innovative products and service to prepare
and care for our war-fighter, but we must also meet the
challenges of treating military and civilian patients,”
said Colonel Berg. “We serve our patients for life,
which makes military medicine unique. Through integration, interoperability and technology, the hospital can
track and treat beneficiaries for long term care anywhere
and anytime.”
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Never a dull moment.

7:47 am:

America is at War...

Helping a customer get
the ring tone they crave.
12:20 pm:

Being recognized by your
manager for excellent
customer service.
4:35 pm:

Loving life, your job,
and calls from friends.

Work at T-Mobile, and you’ll discover there’s never a dull moment. Our customer
service superstars help our customers connect with their on-the-go lives. If there’s
a problem, we fix it. If there’s a new service, we get the word out. It all happens
in a lively, fun environment where you can learn new skills and build on your
existing ones. We never know what the next customer will need, but we’re always
ready to tell them, “You can count on me.” Can we count on you? If so, there’s a
dynamic career with great benefits and countless exciting moments waiting for you.

COME VISIT US AT THE MILITARY FAMILY JOB FAIR!
Thursday, Feb. 8th
11:00am to 6:00pm
Sheraton Hotel
2886 South Circle Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
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To find out more and apply online, visit our website: www.t-mobile.com/jobs. EOE
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When you need some Power behind your advertising
message call (719) 329-5236

...and a tradition continues.
Blue Star Service Banners are Back
homes will remind us of the perMen and women in military uniforms are on the front lines of our sonal sacrifices being made to
preserve our way of life.
war on terrorism. In wars
past, a Blue Star Banner in
From the more than 4
the window of a home
million men and women
showed a family’s pride in
of The American Legion,
their loved one serving in
the American Legion
the U.S. Armed Forces and
Auxiliary, the Sons of The
reminded others that preAmerican Legion...and all
serving America’s freedom
your fellow
demands much.
Americans...we say,
“Thank you.”
Every neighborhood has someone serving in the current war on
terrorism. As we steel ourselves
for a long and difficult war, the
sight of the Blue Star Banner in
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Record number of cadets join Aces ranks
By Dean of the Faculty staff

Last semester, cadets established a new high water
mark as they joined the elite Dean’s Aces’ Club. Thirtytwo cadets from the 4,427 member Cadet Wing distinguished themselves by earning a 4.0 grade point average
in every course including physical education.
The Aces were recognized for their achievement at
a dinner hosted by Brig. Gen Dana Born, Dean of the
Faculty, and her husband Tim at their house Jan. 24.
Special guests included the Academy Superintendent,
Vice Superintendent, Commandant of Cadets, Athletic
Photo by Danny Meyer
Director and their spouses.
Brig. Gen. Dana Born, Dean of the Faculty, leads a
“This cadet group was representative of the whole discussion with some of last semester’s Aces.
person concept exemplified by past Ace recipients,”
Long Blue Line – Six Aces are sons or daughters
General Born said. “Nearly one third were also members
of the Superintendent’s List, and virtually all others were of Academy alumni.
Members represented 14 different majors and 15
members of either the Commandant’s or Athletic lists.”
will graduate with the Class of 2007.
Firsts for those honored included:
“This is a remarkable group of future officers, just
First Triple Aces – Cadets 1st Class Christopher
Campbell and Elizabeth Catherwood, Cadet 2nd Class over 100 days away from making their mark on
tomorrow’s Air Force,” General Born said.
Kenneth Grossselin;
Among them, six will report to pilot training, two
First Cadet Wing Commander Ace – Cadet 1st
will join the medical corps, four will become scientists,
Class Joshua Gramm;
First Cadet Vice Wing Commander Ace – Cadet 1st two will serve as intelligence officers and one will
become a personnel specialist.
Class Jenny Guilford;
General Born noted, in keeping with the drive typiFirst time two family member Aces – Cadet 1st Class
fied by these cadets, two Aces were unable to attend.
William Albert and Cadet 4th Class Michael Albert;
First Ace graduate from the Falcon Foundation Cadet 1st Class Christina Ramirez was at a medical
Prep School (New Mexico Institute) – Cadet 2nd Class school admissions interview and Cadet 1st Class
Christopher Taylor was attending a technology conferAndrew Saleh.
ence representing the Academy FalconSAT program.
Other notables included:
Nearly 100 more cadets would have earned Ace
Record number earning Double Ace – nine
Record number from one squadron – six from distinction if the award excluded the physical education grade, and/or included those earning an A- in
Cadet Squadron 20
Number of exchange cadets – seven returning from academics. Nearly 1,900 cadets distinguishing themselves by making the Dean’s List (3.0 GPA).
a semester at the Naval Academy
“This is an extraordinary group of young men and
Cadet Scholar – Cadet Campbell (Marshall Scholar)

CADET ACE

CLASS SQ

MAJOR

Rachel Adams
William Albert
Christopher Campbell
Elizabeth Catherwood
Michael English
Joshua Gramm
Jenny Guilford
Nicole Helmers
Christopher Oravetz
Brian Pascuzzi
Christina Ramirez
Jonah Reeger
David Schulker Jr.
Matthew Spakowski
Christopher Taylor
Michael Fleharty
Kenneth Grosselin
Gregory Kimak
Kathryn Lewis
Joel Martin
Danielle Paya
Omesh Qasba
Andrew Saleh
Todd Small
Michael Snelgrove
Ashley Snyder
Jeremy Didier
Jackson Mason
George Sondecker
Matthew Wichmann
Michael Albert
Matthew Guertin

2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2009
2009
2009
2009
2010
2010

Physics
Mathematics
Aeronautics
Mathematics
Materials Science
Sys Eng Mgmt
Legal Studies
Legal Studies
Aeronautics
Physics
Biology
Mathematics
Economics
Physics
Astronautics
Ops Research
Mathematics
Poli Sci/ MSS
Biology
Aeronautics
Astronautics
Biochemistry
History
Astronautics
Political Science
Ops Research
Political Science
Mech Engineering
Mech Engineering
Mech Engineering
Undeclared
Undeclared

11
29
02
32
10
05
24
30
34
17
16
36
20
26
20
5
20
14
9
29
6
32
24
20
1
11
37
27
20
20
24
26

women as the Ace pyramid is extremely steep,” General
Born added.
The newest Aces’ names are permanently displayed
on the recently installed Dean’s Aces Board next to the
cadet store on the third floor of Fairchild Hall.
“The Aces’ Club dinner was a great showcase of
the amazing talents of my fellow cadets,” Cadet 2nd Class
Gregory Kimak said. “I look forward to coming back,
but considering the nature of the program, that’s going
to be difficult to do.”
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Academy officials
presented the
2004 Thomas
D. White National
Defense Award
posthumously to
Col.
John R. Boyd at
an awards ceremony
Wednesday during
the
noon meal formation cadet wing’s
at Mitchell Hall.
Accepting the award
on behalf of
Colonel Boyd were
his children, John
and Mary Ellen
Boyd. Academy
Superintendent
Lt. Gen. John F.
Regni
presented the
award to the Colonel
Boyd’s family.
A legendary fighter
pilot, Colonel
Boyd was known
as “Forty-Second
Boyd” because
of his offer to pay
$20
to any opponent
who could evade
him
for more than 40
seconds in air-to-air
maneuvers; none
ever did.
In 1962, after receiving
a B.S. in
Industrial Engineering
from Georgia
Tech University,
he moved to Eglin
Air
Force Base, Fla.,
as an engineer where
he developed his
concept of Energy
Maneuverability
(E-M).
In 1965, he was
awarded the Air
Staff Sgt. Daniel
Force Systems
Photo by John
Command Scientific
Van Winkle
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Achievement
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travel to Atlanta
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mostly making life better on and
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Academy commander
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In recognition
the
most influential
of the service organi- as a leader among leaders,
thinking about conflict zation’s contributions,
an Airman
since Sun-Tzu.
the Top 3 has been among Airman.
His “OODA Loop” awarded
the Academy’s
The base picnic,
theory described
now
the process by which Distinguishe
d Service Award 2006 is steered by the Top in its third year,
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Parents’Weekend be annual event bringing
a briefing entitled 1.
Sept. personnel
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delivered
time.
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to hundreds of
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Academy research award winners recognized
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
associate aeronautics research administrator Dr. Lisa
Porter helped present this year’s annual Academy
research awards Wednesday in the cadet library.
Also present was Dr. Mark Lewis, Air Force chief
scientist of the Air Force and Mrs. Barbara Moore,
donor of the Moore Award.
Brig. Gen. Dana Born, Dean of the Faculty,
emphasized that research fulfills a vital role in maintaining the school’s educational excellence.
“It ensures the faculty are on the leading edge in
their respective fields; knowledgeable of the issues
and proficient with the tools,” she told attendees. “It
provides a phenomenal learning environment for our
cadets, an environment that parallels the world that
we are preparing them to enter. Through our research
we are able to contribute in significant ways to solve
Department of Defense and Air Force problems.
Keeping our focus on these three purposes ensures a
solid foundation upon which we build.”
She said cadets internalize the learning role as they
work side-by-side with research mentors who model
the learning role day in and day out.
“It is fitting, as we continue the journey toward
the learning-focus, to recognize outstanding faculty
and cadets who have applied their knowledge, skills
and responsibilities to solve relevant, real-world problems,” General Born said. “The quality of our faculty,
with almost daily reminders of success, gives me
great confidence in the future of the Air Force Academy
and the Air Force.”
Receiving awards were Dr. Jürgen Seidel,

Department of Aeronautical Engineering, The Frank
J. Seiler Excellence in Research Award for Engineering
Sciences; Lt. Col. Andrew Berry and Maj. Mike
Lattanzi, Air Force Institute for Information
Technology Applications awards; Lt. Col. William C.
Thomas, Institute for National Security Studies
Outstanding Academy Researcher Award; Maj. Jin H.
Pak, Outstanding Academy Researcher Award, Maj.
Gen. Robert E. Linhard Outstanding Researcher
Award; Dr. Paul J. Bolt, Robert F. McDermott Award
for Research Excellence in the Humanities and Social
Sciences; Lt. Col. Daniel Atchley, Frank J. Seiler
Excellence in Research Award for Basic Sciences; Dr.
George Mastroianni, McDermott Award for Research
Excellence; Lt. Col. Dan Miller, formerly of the
Department of Astronautics, Air Force Science and
Engineering Award; Lt. Col. Scott Fawaz, Air Force
Research and Development Award; Dr. Tom Unangst,
Outstanding Science and Engineering Educator Award
and Dr. Randy Knize, honorable mention, John L.
McLucas Basic Research Award.

“Different awards have different selection
methods,” said Mr. Mike Crane, director of Sponsored
Programs. “The Dean of the Faculty awards are
selected by committees consisting of DF faculty.
Other awards are selected internally. The Moore
Award is selected by a committee organized by the
Cadet Summer Research Program. The winners come
from last year’s CSRP cadets.”
He said the research program grew to more than
$26 million last year.
“DF researchers deliver tremendous bang-forthe-buck to sponsors,” he said. “In most cases, a
dollar spent on research in DF is worth three dollars
in virtually any other research institution. Research
activities dramatically enhance the cadet learning
experience by making them better able to deal with
ill-defined problems and getting them involved in the
Air Force mission while still cadets, resulting in
better officers. It also helps the faculty grow professionally, making them even more outstanding instructors.”
Four cadets were the youngest Academy members
to receive awards.
Cadet 1st Class Jenny Gibson received the Thomas
D. Moore Award for outstanding cadet summer
research that made a vital contribution to containing
naphtalene resulting from fuel spills.
Condensing hundreds of pages into a small booklet
at the Air Education and Training Command’s history
office earned Cadet 1st Class John Nep an award.
Cadet 1st Class Spencer Sligh received an
Outstanding Cadet Summer Researcher in the Social
Sciences Division.
Cadet 1st Class Andrew Nation accepted a summer
researcher award for the Basic Sciences Division.
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Barking up
the right
trees

By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The Academy’s lush evergreen forests are under
attack.
Insects, mistletoe and their own proliferation are
making life tough for Ponderosa Pines on the Academy.
These conifers are the most prevalent of the Academy’s
trees, and cadets in a biology course are gathering hard
scientific data in an effort to ensure the trees’ future.
“This is real science, a real world problem that has
direct application on the Academy,” professor of biology
Dr. Tom Unangst said.
Over the past two years, students in his applied
ecology course have collected and examined core samples
from mature Ponderosa Pine trees and cross sections of
saplings to determine the effect of tree thinning.
By examining the number and distance between
rings, students can determine the tree’s age and its growth
rate before and after thinning.

“Even though the forest looks pretty, there may actuThus far, the 20 or so cadets in this class have sampled
more than 400 trees in four Academy areas previously ally be too many trees in a given area with most trees at
reduced fitness levels,” he said.
thinned.
Such tree density also presents another significant
Such data is forwarded to the Academy’s Natural
Resources branch to evaluate the effectiveness of their threat to humans. Dense tree stands are a potential fire
hazard.
thinning efforts.
Dr. Unangst noted the Hayman fire in 2002 came
Taking out tees and saplings on the Academy has
occurred for more than 20 years with extensive efforts dangerously close to Academy grounds. Fortunately, the
fire retreated before doing any damage.
in the last decade.
Thinning trees could reduce that hazard in the future.
It is a move some people object to because thinning
The applied ecology course is only offered in the fall
creates areas that they may regard as unattractive.
“If we don’t do something now, we could eventually semester. Dr. Unangst expects next year’s students to
lose them all,” Dr. Unangst said of thinning. “If trees are further examine tree core samples from additional thinned
forest stands as well.
thinned, over time the forest will be healthier.”
Diane Strohm, forester with the Academy Natural
Although mistletoe is romantically linked to the holidays, this specific mistletoe species is a parasite that Resources department, said the cadets’ research will be
lives off the vitality of a tree and robs it of its overall fitness. invaluable.
“It will help us better understand tree growth response
In addition, mistletoe reproduces by spurting out
spores into the air resulting in one plant potentially to forest thinning, which will enable us to design more
effective forestry treatments in the future,” she said.
infecting hundreds of trees.
“We thin a forest to enhance tree vigor and improve
The pine bark beetle uses trees as a kind of nursery
by boring into them and leaving eggs. The developing the forest’s health, so a quantitative analysis of actual tree
response to such forestry operations
eggs destroy the tree’s nutrient and
provides insight into how these treatwater transport systems.
ments are working,” she said.
A healthy tree can repel the invaMs. Strohm noted that many
sion and defend itself by sealing over
factors are considered before thinthe hole with sap before the eggs are
ning, including wildfire concerns,
laid.
existing insect and disease condiHowever, trees with reduced
tions, forest species composition,
fitness may be unable to do so and
size and age structure and aesthetic
become the beetle’s next victim.
sensitivity.
Dr. Unangst said trees have two
The site aspect also plays a part
basic challenges. One is getting
in to the decision to thin trees. She
enough light, the other is storing
said, for example, north slopes are
energy in its girth.
more moist and naturally support a
When trees must compete for
denser forest.
sunlight and nutrition in a densely
Courtesy Photo
The department has been thintree-populated area, they all could Second Lt. Clayton Wolf extracts a
suffer from stunted growth and core sample from an Academy ning between 100 – 150 acres per
Ponderosa Pine.
year on the Academy.
reduced fitness.
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HP Federal Open Source
Workshop Series
February 6, 2007
Antler's Hilton, CO Springs
Colorado Springs, CO
February 8, 2007
Courtyard Marriott Old
Town
San Diego, CA

HP invites you to meet the experts and discover how the new HP cClass BladeSystems and Red Hat Enterprise Linux provide the trusted
solution for your most demanding IT challenges in the Federal
space. Come learn how you can save up to 33% on total power costs
and speed up vital response time. Experience live demos, discover
new possibilities in the world of Open Source and talk one-on-one with
the pros.
Now you can easily stay in control of your infrastructure and your
budget. HP’s new c-Class BladeSystem features:

February 15, 2007
Radisson Hotel
(Downtown Market)
San Antonio, TX
March 6, 2007
Marriott Waterside
(Downtown)
Norfolk, VA
March 8, 2007
Doubletree Hotel, Crystal
City
Washington, DC

• Cost-Savvy: The consolidated design is more cost-efficient than
conventional IT design.
• Change-Ready: HP Virtual Connect and our modular system
approach make it easier to adapt to change.
• Energy-Thrifty: HP Thermal Logic technology optimizes efficiency
by managing power and cooling.
• Time-Smart: HP Insight Control helps you manage a pre-integrated,
automated infrastructure – even saving you up to 75% on service
costs.
• And with Red Hat Enterprise Linux, you can gain the performance
and flexibility to meet your agency's needs.

0,/,7$5<)$0,/<-2%)$,5
(YHQWRSHQWR0LOLWDU\0HPEHUVDQGWKHLU)DPLOLHV5HWLUHG
6HSDUDWHG0LOLWDU\5HVHUYHVDQG*XDUG0HPEHUV
3URRIRI6HUYLFH5HTXLUHGIRU(QWU\
3DUWLFLSDQWVVKRXOGEULQJFRSLHVRIWKHLUUHVXPHV%XVLQHVV&DUGV(QFRXUDJHG
 )(%58$5<6KHUDWRQ+RWHODPSP

&DUHHU2SSRUWXQLWLHVRIIHUHGLQ
'HSDUWPHQWRI'HIHQVH,QGXVWULHV(QJLQHHULQJ,QIRUPDWLRQ7HFKQRORJ\
$GPLQLVWUDWLYH6XSSRUW)LQDQFH3XEOLF6DIHW\+HDOWK&DUH/DZ(QIRUFHPHQW
(GXFDWLRQ7UDGH,QGXVWULHV&XVWRPHU6HUYLFH5HWDLO+RVSLWDOLW\
0DQXIDFWXULQJDQGPDQ\RWKHUV
6RPHH[KLELWRUVZLOOUHTXLUHDQDFWLYHVHFXULW\FOHDUDQFH

:K\\RXQHHGWREHKHUH

Agenda
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast and Registration

8:00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.

HP Presentation C-Class Blades Technology, power and cooling,
management, and customer experiences; all coupled with other relative topic
highlights.

8:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Red Hat Enterprise Linux with BladeSystems

9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.

BREAK

9:45 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

Security Presentation
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Who started Black History Month, why?
By Capt. Sabine Peters
Department of Foreign Languages

Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson was born to former
slaves on Dec. 19, 1875, in New Canton, Va.
He spent his childhood and adolescent years
working in the Kentucky coal mines.
Always driven and ambitious for education, he
mastered the fundamentals of basic school subjects
largely by self-instruction, and eventually entered
high school at age 20, graduating after only two
years. He went on to earn his Bachelor of Literature
degree from Berea College in Kentucky and his
master’s degree from the University of Chicago.
Dr. Woodson traveled extensively throughout
Europe and Asia, working as a school supervisor in
the Philippines, and studying at the Sorbonne in
Paris. In 1912 he received his doctorate in history from
Harvard University, completing a dissertation on the
secession movement in western Virginia.
In his studies he found that history books largely

ignored the contributions of black Americans, and he
decided to take on the challenge of writing blacks into
the nation’s history.
He and several friends established the “Association
for the Study of Negro Life and History” in 1915,
followed by the Journal of Negro History a year later
(as of 2002, it’s been renamed the Journal of African
American History and is now published quarterly by
Columbia University).
In Woodson’s words, the purpose was “the collection of sociological and historical data on the Negro,
the study of peoples of African blood, the publishing
of books in the field, and the promotion of harmony
between the races by acquainting the one with the
other.”
In 1926, he developed “Negro History Week,”
choosing the second week of February - as some say
- to commemorate the birthdays of two individuals
who greatly influenced the black American population: Abraham Lincoln (12th) and Frederick Douglass
(14th.)

Others say Woodson chose February to commemorate the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery.
Even though the 13th Amendment was signed in
January, many slaves did not hear of the news until
February.
In recognition of his accomplishments, Dr.
Woodson was awarded the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People’s highest honor,
the “Spingarn Medal,” in the summer of 1926. “Negro
History Week” eventually evolved into “Black History
Month” in 1976.

Other February events in Black history include:
Feb. 1, 1960: Start of the “Sit-In Movement.”
Four Greensboro, N.C. students sit down at a “Whites
Only” lunch counter and refuse to leave until they
are served.
Feb. 1, 1978: Daniel “Chappie” James Jr., the
Air Force’s first African American four-star general,
retires - he died of heart failure 24 days later.
Feb. 4, 1913: Rosa Parks, “The Mother of
the Civil Rights Movement,” is born in Tuskegee,
Ala.
Feb. 8, 1986: Oprah Winfrey becomes the first

African American woman to host a nationally syndicated talk show.
Feb. 12, 1909: The National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is
founded in New York City.
Feb. 25, 1964: Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali)
wins heavyweight boxing title.
Feb. 29, 1939: Hattie McDaniel is the first
African American to receive an Academy Award Best Supporting Actress for her portrayal of Mammy
in Gone with the Wind.
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Dental health begins
in the cradle
By Capt. (Dr.) Casey Campbell
Chief, Periodontics

February is designated National Children’s Dental
Health Month by the American Dental Association.
While most dental health prevention programs are
aimed at the elementary and adolescent population,
prevention should begin before a baby gets his or her
first tooth.
Baby bottle tooth decay, a.k.a. “nursing caries,”
is a common problem seen by dentists treating children. A thorough understanding of the tooth decay
process can easily prevent cavities. Most cavities are
preventable through fluoride supplements and good
oral hygiene. Baby bottle tooth decay is preventable
by educating caregivers.
Baby bottle tooth decay occurs when sugary
liquids are given to a baby in a bottle for a prolonged
period, such as at nap time, or when given as a pacifier to soothe a fussy baby. Many sweetened liquids
cause problems, including breast milk, formula and
fruit juice. Bacteria that are normally present in the
mouth use these sugars to produce acids that attack
the teeth. Each time your child drinks these liquids,
these acids attack. After many attacks, teeth will
decay.
It’s not just the choice of drink in the child’s
bottle that causes decay, but the timing and duration
of the feeding as well. Giving a child a bottle of a
sugary drink many times a day or for long periods of
time is especially harmful. Allowing a child to fall

asleep with a bottle during naps or at night will
predictably cause tooth decay.
A child’s baby teeth are important. Children
need strong, healthy teeth to chew their food, speak
and maintain a good-looking smile. Baby teeth also
keep a space in the jaw to allow for proper spacing
of the adult teeth. If a baby tooth is lost too early, the
teeth beside it may drift into the empty space. When
it’s time for the permanent tooth to erupt, there
may not be enough room. This can make the teeth
appear crooked or crowded. If a baby tooth gets
significantly decayed, the bacteria can travel through
the tooth and cause decay in the developing permanent tooth.
Often, parents don’t realize a baby’s teeth can
decay soon after they appear in the mouth. By the time
decay is noticed, it may be too late to save the teeth.
You can help prevent this by following these tips:
After each feeding, wipe the baby’s gums with a
clean, damp washcloth or gauze pad. Begin brushing
your child’s teeth when the first tooth erupts, using
a pea-sized amount of fluoride toothpaste. Clean and
massage gums in areas that remain toothless, and
begin flossing when all the baby teeth have erupted,
usually by age 2 or 2 ½.
Never allow a child to fall asleep with a bottle
containing milk, formula, fruit juice or other sweetened liquids.
If a child needs a comforter between regular feedings, at night or during naps, fill a bottle with cool
water or give the child a clean pacifier recommended

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
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No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
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necessary. Sim
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Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
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by a dentist or physician. Never give the child a pacifier dipped in any sweet liquid.
Avoid filling the child’s bottle with liquids such
as sugar water, soft drinks or sport drinks.
If the local water supply does not contain the
recommended fluoride levels, ask a dentist or pediatrician how the child should get it. Most areas of
Colorado Springs and the Academy are lacking an
adequate amount of fluoride.
Start dental visits by the child’s first birthday. Make
visits regularly. If you think your child has dental problems, make an appointment with the dentist as soon
as possible.
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Airmen to see combat medal in April
By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Air Force Print News

usually worn for ceremonies or other duties where it
is appropriate to highlight individual achievements.
There will be no patch or badge equivalent for wear
on the utility uniforms worn for daily duties and
deployments; the emphasis in these cases is better
placed on the mission and the team, above self.
Airmen can apply for the award to recognize
participation in combat activities dating back as far
as Sept. 11, 2001.
General Brady declined to comment on the appearance of the AFCAM, except to say the ribbon would
be red and gold, and that the engraving on the medal
“would link to our Billy Mitchell era heritage in an
elegant way.”
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WASHINGTON — Since the Air Force started
manning convoy operations in support of the war on
terror, more Airmen have had an opportunity to put
their rifle training to use in real-world scenarios.
Today, explosive ordnance disposal and security
forces Airmen, along with those performing in-lieuof taskings, have joined battlefield Airmen working
“outside the wire” in Iraq and Afghanistan and are regularly involved in combat situations as part of their duty.
It is for these Airmen, as well as for those who fly, that
the Air Force has created the Air Force Combat Action
Medal, said Gen. Roger A. Brady, deputy chief of
staff for manpower and personnel.
“There are people coming under enemy fire, but
we do not have an Air Force way to recognize the reality
of their experience,” General Brady said. “So (Chief
of Staff of the Air Force Gen. T. Michael Moseley) has
asked us to develop an appropriate recognition, a
combat medal, and we have done that.”
To develop criteria for the award and to get a
better understanding of what Airmen were looking for
in combat recognition, the Air Force consulted with
combat-experienced Airmen.
“We gathered feedback from Airmen, aviators
and support personnel, active duty, Guard, and Reserve,
who’ve been in combat — some who’ve received
combat recognition from other services, and some
who haven’t,” said Maj. Randall Smith, chief of
the Air Force uniforms and recognition branch. “Their
feedback was critical in ensuring the recognition
we developed met General Moseley’s requirements.
We also heard from Air Force senior leadership,

both officer and enlisted.”
General Brady said the AFCAM will be unveiled
sometime in April. Then, as part of the unveiling ceremony, some Airmen will be awarded the new medal.
At that time, the Air Force will begin to process additional applications for the award.
In order for an Airman to wear the AFCAM, a
narrative explanation of the Airman’s involvement in
combat activities must be submitted by a person with
first-hand knowledge of the incident. The application will be processed through the chain of command
and eventually be approved or disapproved by the
Commander of Air Force Forces.
The AFCAM is for Airmen that have directly
participated in active combat, either on the ground or
in the air, as part of their official duty. Airmen on a
convoy escort operation that takes fire, for instance,
would be eligible to apply for the award.
“This is for people who are in combat as a part
of their duty,” General Brady said. “If you are walking
across the base at Balad and you are injured by a
mortar, you will likely get the Purple Heart. You may
even get a Bronze Star, depending on your performance in your duties. But that scenario would not lead
to the award of the AFCAM.”
The AFCAM will be the highest-level Air Force
individual award to not earn points under the Weighted
Airmen Promotion System, said Major Smith.
“There was a strong consensus that this recognition should not be tied to promotion points, but should
be tied to a meaning greater than that,” the major
said.
Airman will wear the AFCAM on the mess dress
uniform. The ribbon for the AFCAM can be worn on
the blue or service dress uniform. These uniforms are

More Personal Space
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AF implements
second DOS rollback
By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON (AFNEWS) —
The Air Force has adjusted its forceshaping numbers in response to betterthan-expected retention rates in fiscal
year 2006.
In a message dated Jan. 26, officials
said the Air Force must cut 3,090
Airmen by Sept. 30 in order to meet this
year’s force shaping goals.
The Air Force will use three
personnel programs to help meet the
goal. Those programs involve an extension of the limited active duty service
commitment, or LADSC, waiver for
technical and master sergeants to retire,
a second wave of date-of-separation
rollbacks, and a limited number of
LADSC waivers for Airmen with 6 to
11 years of service in some career fields
to voluntarily separate.
Last year, the Air Force offered
LADSC waivers for some master and
technical sergeants. The waivers allowed
those Airmen to retire earlier than
normal. But so far, only 524 Airmen had
been approved for that program, short
of the Air Force’s goals. In response, the

window to apply for the program has
been extended. Airmen may now apply
for this program until April 30, but they
must choose a retirement date that is no
later than Sept. 1, 2007.
The Air Force will conduct a second
round of DOS rollbacks. Under this
program, some Airmen will be separated
from the service earlier than they
expected. Airmen who have less than 14
years of service or more than 20 years
of service, and who are currently serving
on a control roster, have declined retainability for an assignment, have declined
training or are serving suspended
punishment pursuant to an Article 15,
can be selected for the DOS rollback.
The DOS rollback program will
give many Airmen a new separation
date of Aug. 1, 2007. Airmen from all
Air Force specialty codes can be affected
by this program.
Finally, the Air Force is offering
LADSC waivers to Airmen in certain
career fields who have more than six but
less than 11 years of service. Under
this program, the Air Force will waive
an Airman’s service commitment so he
or she may separate early. A limited
number of waivers will be granted, and

Photo by Staff Sgt. Rhiannon Willard

Secretary of the Air Force Michael W. Wynne reviews Airmen with the 379th
Air Expeditionary Wing at Ali Air Base, Iraq. “All of the cuts you hear about
aren’t just from the (active duty) Air Force,” he told the deployed troops. The
secretary pointed out that any force shaping is based on the total force —
active-duty, Guard, Reserve and civilians. Likewise, any force shaping will be
segmented across the same manpower spectrum.

Airmen who elect to participate in the
program must choose a separation date
of Sept. 29, 2007 or earlier.
Airmen in 23 control AFSCs are
eligible for the LADSC waiver separation program: 2A0X1A, 2A0X1C,

2A6X1A, 2E1X1, 2E2X1,
2E6X3, 2F0X1, 2S0X1,
2T3X5, 3A0X1, 3C0X1,
3C2X1, 3E0X1, 3S0X1,
4P0X1, 4T0X1, 4Y0X1,
and 8M0X0.

2E6X2,
2T0X1,
3C0X2,
3V0X1,
6F0X1
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Honor Guard professionalism
inspires retiree

Photo by Retired Col. Jimmie Butler

By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The message arrived at the Academy last month
to get publicity for the honor guard and focus on
how magnificently they perform their duties.
Pictures show swirling snow whipped by a frigid
south breeze that kept the American flag extended
from the flagpole as a member of the class of 1963
was laid to rest.
“The January 12 example was so noteworthy
that I decided I wanted to take action,” wrote a

retired Air Force colonel. “Our experience
convinced me it was time to write a commendation
for the masterful way that the Honor Guard, in
particular, contributed to the ceremonies under
extremely adverse conditions.”
Like most military retirees, Col. Jimmie Butler
has always been impressed by the various people
who add military grandeur to these solemn occasions. He told the bugler he appreciated his being
there.
Years ago he played trumpet and knew it wasn’t a
good day for putting one’s lips to a cold mouthpiece.
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“The casket bearers had to deal with snow on
the steps and the terrazzo by the chapel, then carry
our classmate across snowy and ice-covered ground
to the gravesite,” he wrote. “Not an easy duty.”
He’s always moved by the ceremonial folding of
the flag.
“Folding classmate George Byron’s flag was
particularly challenging,” wrote the colonel from
downtown Colorado Springs. “Winter gloves were
essential, and the stiff south breeze whipped at the
flag and assaulted the faces of the three men and
women facing into the wind. Yet the concentration
was as determined and methodical as ever. Finally,
in spite of the wind and the thick gloves, your team
had the flag in a triangle, and it looked good from
where I stood.”
It wasn’t a particularly good day to hold a
camera.
“Yet the flag wasn’t quite right, and your people
opened up the last couple of folds to redo them.
Under the snowy circumstances, being ‘not-quiteright’ might have been considered good enough, but
it wasn’t to them, and they took the extra time to
make it perfect.”
He said the 21-gun salute and Taps also
followed in a professional manner.
Colonel Butler sent photos hoping to recognize
what a magnificent job they did for people who
were here long ago and served the nation in peace
and war.
“The Academy does such a superb job of
handling and executing, even amidst the uncertainties of weather,” said the retiree. “What an honor
and privilege it was to have been part of the
service.”

Graduate captures wildlife, pens experiences
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Cyberdom almost hid the story of the colonel who
sent the e-mail about the honor guard burial efforts
for a fellow ’63 grad during one of the worst storms
this year in Colorado.
The first indication of his expertise was the
professional quality of the photos that accompanied
the laudatory e-mail.
Behind the e-mails is the story of Col. Jimmie
Butler, who flew C-135s and C-141 Starlifters. He
earned a 1980 Air Force Historical Society Award for
a 500-page work on air interdiction over the Ho Chi
Minh Trail. He retired from the Los Angeles Air Force
Space Division in 1987 and is now a published
novelist.
Before making a trip to Southeast Asia in 2000,
he bought a good digital camera and started clicking
images.
“I’d get deer occasionally in my yard and started
taking hummingbird pics, then progressed to more
deer, bunnies, bears, squirrels and other birds, mostly
right in my yard in Rockrimmon in northwest
Colorado Springs,” said the author-photographer who
left home in El Dorado, Kan., in 1959 to major in
engineering sciences at the Academy.
Photography was on hold during much of his
active duty days.
“But I did write the book-length report,” he said.
He was recognized for being a good writer,
drafting letters for commanders, award nominations
and base newspaper articles.
He had dinner with guys who flew in the same
combat squadron with him in 1967 and they decided
they needed to write a novel. While the manuscript
the two of them wrote didn’t prove fruitful, Colonel
Butler wrote A Certain Brotherhood, which would
become his third published novel.
A Certain Brotherhood is about Air Force pilots
flying unarmed spotter planes over the Ho Chi Minh
Trail. It mingles fact with fiction to show what life
was like for the Air Force’s professional airmen in that

form of combat. Set in
1967-1968, the forward air
controllers must thwart a
plot by North Vietnamese
General Giap, the architect
of the French defeat at
Dien Bien Phu in 1954,
who has a plan to make
1968 Khe Sanh the
American Dien Bien Phu.
“I’ve never been a
publicity hound,” said the
Retired Col. Jimmie Butler
colonel. “I never considered
writing novels prior to that.”
“I had to delay my writing activities for a couple
of years,” he said. I finally earned a writing degree
from the University of Southern California in 1989.
My thesis project, The Iskra Incident, was my first
published novel.”
The Iskra Incident was a technothriller similar to
Tom Clancy’s writing, but about the Air Force instead
of the Central Intelligence Agency. It was published in
1990 and was a Cold War face-off that started with a
Soviet jetliner with a number of government dignitaries going down in the ocean northwest of San
Francisco.
He was in and out of Vietnam and Southeast Asia
from 1964-1970 in C-135s and C-141s on 50 combat
support missions. He flew 240 combat missions in
Cessna O-1 Bird Dogs and O-2 Super Skymasters.
More than 200 of those missions were over the deadly
Ho Chi Minh Trail through Laos.
“A key to success in combat is self-discipline and
teamwork and keeping the mission utmost,” said the
retiree. “I learned the importance of mission in my
Academy training, but I didn’t recognize that importance at the time. A strong code of honor is important,
and I wish the Academy could move that concept
back where it was in the 1960s. Times may have
changed, but the need for honor and integrity among
our military forces, particularly in combat, hasn’t
changed.”
He worked for a year as a contractor writing

Photo by Retired Col. Jimmie Butler

One of Colonel Butler’s images of a doe with two
new born fawns.

computer documentation when he first retired, then
spent the next couple of years focused on fiction
writing and got more novels published.
Two summers back, he spotted a doe with two
newborn fawns in a sandbox at the bottom of his yard.
“I started taking pictures when the fawns were
probably about 12-15 minutes old,” said Colonel
Butler. “I contacted the Colorado Springs Gazette,
and they did a feature and published a couple of pics
in one of their weekly supplements.”
The Colonel’s other novel, Red Lightning-Black
Thunder, was published in 1991. The premise is that
the Soviets have come up with a plot to deny the U.S.
access to space with a combination of killer satellites
that can destroy any launch vehicles sent from
Kennedy or Vandenberg. The protagonist has to come
up with a way to take down their constellation.
He has been been surprised over the years by an
extraordinary number of people who tell him they
have read A Certain Brotherhood more than once.
“I’ve never heard any other author talk about
similar feedback,” he said. “The feedback I get from
many combat-veteran readers is that I got it right. A
Certain Brotherhood tells our story much better and
more accurately than the American people saw on the
CBS Evening News.”
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Cadet chapel mainstay calls it a career
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

First impressions are lasting ones.
For the half million visitors to the
Academy chapel every year that
impression has been Peggy Kelley.
Her bright smile, easy laughter and
abiding love for the chapel and its visitors will be missed.
Ms. Kelley retired this week as
guide supervisor for the chapel after 23
years and 10 months of service. The
chapel community hosted a reception
Tuesday to honor her.
“It’s been such a good job,” she
said. “The view, the drive, the neat
people.”
One of Ms. Kelley’s favorite parts
of the job is showing off the chapel to
World War II veterans.
“They’re such a hoot,” she said.
“They’re fun. They have a great sense
of humor and appreciate everything I
tell them.”
Everyone who visits the chapel
receives red carpet attention from Ms.
Kelley.
“I treat everyone equally.
Everybody is people,” she said.
That ‘everybody’ includes, to name
a few, presidents Bill Clinton and
Gerald Ford, Janet Reno, William
Ashworth and country music singers
Larry Gatling and LeAnn Rimes.

Photo by Ann Patton

Peggy Kelly feels quite at home in every niche of the Cadet Chapel.

“For the number one tourist attraction in Colorado, she has always been
gracious to all our visitors, from dignitaries to Cub Scouts,” said Chaplain
Col. Warren Robnett, Academy senior
staff chaplain.
Senior Protestant Chaplain Maj.
Phillip Guin agrees.
“For the millions of people who
tour here, she is the face they
remember,” he said.
Lots of Academy graduates
remember Ms. Kelley when they
“come home” for reunions.
“Many say, ‘I can’t believe you’re
still here,’” she said and laughed. “I
don’t know whether that is bad or
good.”

Chapel musician Dr. Joseph
Galema arrived at the Academy only
six months after Ms. Kelley began her
chapel position.
He is impressed with Ms. Kelley’s
knowledge of the architecture and lore
of the cadet chapel.
“She is a treasure,” he said. “She
knows more about the building than
anyone, except maybe the architect.”
That knowledge has come in handy
more than once. When challenged
about why certain things are where and
how they are, Ms. Kelley always has a
quick answer.
She recalls one visitor who asked
about the Catholic chapel’s appearance.
Ms. Kelley explained that all the archi-

tecture and fixtures in the chapels are
based on religious history.
The West Virginia native patiently
further explained the Catholic chapel
was designed to reflect the grotto effect
of the early Christian catacombs.
With the mountain of material and
information available for tour guides to
present to guests, visitors might think it
takes a long time for guides to digest it.
It takes on average two weeks for a
new guide to become comfortable with
the sort of script they present, Ms.
Kelley said.
“You just learn the facts and
present them in your own way.”
Although she understands the need
for heightened security, Ms. Kelley has
concerns about disabled or partially
disabled visitors who must walk from
the parking lot west of Harmon Hall to
the chapel.
“There needs to be more accommodation for these people,” she said.
The neatest thing about the
Academy, Ms. Kelley said, is that while
the world may change, “The cadets and
the mission don’t.”
She has, no doubt, shed more shoe
leather on the chapel’s marble floors
than anyone on the Academy. That, she
won’t miss after retirement.
But she is wistful about letting go
from her life at the chapel.
“I love it. It’s very hard leaving.”

DId Y0u WANT ANtIBi0TIcS
WitH YoUr BEeF?
WE DIdN’T tHiNK S0.
That’s why we’re serving naturally raised beef.
In fact, both the beef and pork we serve in Colorado
are free of antibiotics and added growth hormones,
fed a vegetarian diet and raised humanely.
We think meat raised this way, naturally, tastes better.
Serving naturally raised beef is another step in our
ongoing Food With Integrity journey – bringing you
the best ingredients from the best sources.

– N0W SERViNG NATUrALlY RAiSeD BEeF IN cOLorAD0 –
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Bound books, most of them rare,
rim the climate-controlled room
where the Gimbel collection is
housed.

Special
collections lives
up to its name
The oldest book in the
Academy’s special collections
was published in 1489.

The falcon Athol, circa 1969,
keeps a sharp eye over the
Academy’s special collections.

Cloistered inside McDermott
Library is a treasure chest of Academy
history and man’s dreams of exploring
air and space.
“We have a little bit of everything,”
special collections branch chief Dr.
Mary Elizabeth Ruwell said of the print
materials and artifacts housed on the
sixth floor.
At last count, the branch housed
1,486 individual collections, which range
in size from hundreds of items to a
single photo.
The Clark Special Collections
Branch is named for Lt. Gen. A. P.
Clark, who spent 33 months in a
German prisoner of war camp during
World War II and retired as Academy
superintendent in 1974.
It houses books, microfilm and
other materials reflecting the origin,
development and history of the
Academy.
The manuscript section of the Clark
branch is rich with personal papers
donated by general officers and civilians
who played a large part in developing
and implementing air power or who
were prominent in the establishment or
promotion of the Academy.
It also contains the Academy Oral
History Collections, photographs of the
Wright brothers’ experiments, an
extensive collection of books and periodicals on falconry, rare books and the
historical collection of the Stalag Luft III
honoring Allied airmen imprisoned
during World War II.
The Stalag III camp, located in what
is now Poland, was made famous for its
escape activity on which the film “The
Great Escape” was based.
General Clark started the Stalag III
collection with his scrapbook, extensive
collection of photographs and important documents.
The collection contains hundreds of
photos, many of them taken in the
camp during the war by clandestine
cameras of POWs as well as memoirs,
diaries and official German reports.
The fact that any historically significant documents survived the war is
phenomenal.
On Hitler’s orders, Stalag Luft III
prisoners were force-marched westward to avoid their liberation by the
advancing Russians.
One example of endurance is an
officer who, during the march, carried
large ledgers filled with names and
accounts of how each of the 2,000 prisoners was shot down and captured.
Among items in the Academy’s
Stalag III collection are movie memorabilia from “The Great Escape” and a
Kriegie, the name of the small, rusty
stove on which prisoners used to cook
their food. It’s a shortened version of
Kriegsgefangener, the German name for
prisoner.
Col. Richard Gimbel grew up an
heir to the Gimbel Brothers department stores.
He served in World War I with
field artillery and in World War II and

after as an Airman.
After his service, Colonel Gimbel
concentrated on his collections, one of
which was aviation, which he donated
to the Academy.
“The Air Force understood what a
treasure we have,” Doctor Ruwell said
of the gift and added that the donation
was a true surprise following Colonel
Gimbel’s death.
The Colonel Richard Gimbel
Aeronautical Library includes more than
20,000 items representing a 5,000 year
period.
It is housed in a secure, separate
room from other collections and
closely controlled for temperature and
humidity to reduce deterioration.
The Gimbel Library is home to
5,000 books and a fascinating array of
art and aviation artifacts, including china,
insignia, model planes, postage stamps
and games.
Also among the artifacts is a collection of Samarian seals depicting man in
flight. The 4,500-year-old seals carved
from semi precious stones were used
to mark ownership of personal and
commercial goods.
The oldest book in the McDermott
Library is an early edition of “The Life
of Alexander the Great,” published in
1489.
The special collections branch
would be a rare treat for any history
buff.
Young visitors would no doubt
enjoy the collection of falconry materials including Athol, a white phased gyr
falcon, who died in 1969 but looking
very life-like standing watch over the
card catalog.
Autograph hounds would appreciate seeing the signatures and letters of
such aviation notables as the Wright
brothers, Eddie Richenbacher and the
Flying Tigers.
There is also china, games and
fashion art inspired by France’s craze
with hot air ballooning in the late 1700s.
Jimmy Doolittle fans would enjoy
browsing his early scrapbooks, which
include photos of him growing up in
Alaska.
Cadet history students regularly use
the special collections, which are a
wealth of primary sources for research.
Doctor Ruwell said about a dozen
outside scholars also take advantage of
the collections for research.
“We encourage people to come
up,” she said of visitors.
Department of Defense cardholding visitors not assigned to the
cadet area may obtain temporary entry
and parking passes. Non-DoD cardholders must be sponsored into the
cadet area either by prior phone call to
333-0576 or by a sponsor’s presence at
the entry gate.
The special collections staff is also
happy to meet visitors at the North
Gate parking lot, the Visitors Center or
the officers’ club. Groups larger than
five must make arrangements two
weeks prior to their visit.
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SPORTS

Arena
Beerse sets record
twice

Stegeman week’s best
Junior
heavyweight
Anthony Stegeman was named
the Western Wrestling Conference Wrestler of the Week
Wednesday. He went undefeated
in three dual meets last weekend.

Abayan’s the one
Sophomore
Christine
Abayan was named the
Mountain West conference
Women’s tennis Player of the
Week Wednesday. The Murietta,
Calif., native earned two wins
apiece at the Nos. 1 and 2
singles positions.

LaFavor favored
For his decision over
UNLV’s Jason Crocco at the
National Collegiate Boxing
Association
Invitational
Saturday in Seattle, Falcon
senior Colin LaFavor was
named the Air Force Boxer of
the Week.

Scoreboard
INTERCOLLEGIATE
Men’s Basketball
Jan. 27 at Provo, Utah
BYU 61
#16 Falcons 52

Women’s Basketball
Jan. 25 at AFA
UNLV 63

Falcons 55

Jan. 27 at AFA
Wyoming 64

Falcons 43

Hockey
Jan. 26 and 27 at Waltham, Mass.
Falcons 1-2
Bentley 3-0

Boxing
Jan. 27 at Seattle, Wash.
National Collegiate Boxing Association
Invitational (8 bouts)
Falcons 6-2

Wrestling
Jan. 27 at AFA
North Dakota St. 24 Falcons 15
Adams St. 23
Falcons 15
Jan. 28 at Greeley, Colo.
Falcons 31
Portland St. 9

Swimming & Diving
Jan. 26 at Provo, Utah
BYU 138
Falcons
BYU 153
Falcons

(Men)

105
74

(Women)

Jan. 27 at Salt Lake City, Utah
Utah 154
Falcons (Men) 146
Utah 153
Falcons (Women) 117

Women’s Gymnastics
Jan. 27 at Pittsburgh, Pa.

BYU too tall an order for Falcons
AF eyes rebound vs depleted Wyoming

By Wayne Amann

Freshman Melissa Beerse
rewrote the Falcon pole vault
record twice at the annual Don
Barrett Air Force Open
Saturday. Beerse won the pole
vault after clearing 12’ 4
¾”.That mark topped the original record of 12’½” Ana Maria
Ortega set in 2001. Beerse first
eclipsed the standard at 12’ ¾”.
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Utah tourism’s new logo slogan is Life
Elevated.
The Air Force men’s basketball team
found itself looking up at Brigham Young
players being rude hosts.
The Cougars rose to the occasion early
and often, en route to grounding the Falcons,
61-52, Saturday before a sellout crowd of
22,700 at the Marriott Center in Provo,
Utah. The victory extended BYU’s home
winning streak to 27 games, tied for second
longest streak in the nation with Air Force.
BYU out-rebounded the #16/13 ranked
bluesuiters 42-20, including a lopsided 142 on the offensive glass, resulting in 14
second-chance points. Six Cougars grabbed
four boards or more.
“It was a point of emphasis coming in
to neutralize them and not let them get a lot
of offensive rebounds,” Air Force point
guard Matt McCraw said. “But, any time a
team that big and powerful gets in there it’s
tough to get a win.”
With the score tied at 12 with 8:43 left
in the first half, BYU made life (elevated)
difficult for the Falcons. The Cougars centerforward tandem of Trent Plaisted and Keena
Young combined for nine rebounds and 17
points to help forge a 31-21 halftime lead.

Ironically, that was the same score Air
Force trailed by the last time the Falcons
visited the state, Jan. 16, in Salt Lake City.
The Falcons lost to the Utah Utes that day,
85-79, shooting an identical 8-for-22 from
the floor in the opening half, just like in
Provo.
Despite their shortcomings, Air Force
(19-3, 6-2 MWC) rallied in the second half
to pull within 49-48, thanks to back-to-back
3-point plays by senior center Nick Welch.
Dan Nwaelele’s ensuing 3-point try,
which would have given the Falcons their
first lead of the second half with five minutes
to play, went in and out. A Tim Anderson
three-ball to tie the game on the next possession met the same fate. That’s as close as Air
Force would get.
“They were half way down and popped
out,” Air Force head coach Jeff Bzdelik said
of the shots. “Wouldas, couldas and shouldas
don’t win and we got beat.”
Plaisted and Young paced BYU (15-6,
5-2 MWC) with 22 and 17 points respectively while McCraw led the Falcons attack
with 14. Welch and Nwaelele had 13 apiece.
Air Force got no point production from
the bench which will be of concern for
visiting Wyoming Saturday courtesy of the
MWC on Wednesday.
The league suspended the Cowboys’
two leading scorers, Brandon Ewing (19.7

Photo by Danny Meyer

Falcon center Nick Welch, shown here
against San Diego St. Jan. 20, averages
nearly four rebounds per game. He and
his teammates were held to 20 by the
BYU front line.

points per game) and Brad Jones (16.7 ppg)
for one game for fighting Tuesday in
Albuquerque against the New Mexico Lobos.
The pair accounts for 48 percent of
Wyoming’s offense.
Bzdelik said he wasn’t concerned about
that. Instead, with a week off between games
the second-year coach went recruiting.
“I need to find me a rebounder,” he
said.

Steele shines as Falcons drop pair
By Melissa McKeown
Athletic Media Relations

Despite a career-high 28
points and 15 rebounds from
junior Alecia Steele, the Air Force
women’s basketball team was
unable to overcome an eightpoint halftime deficit, falling 6355, to visiting UNLV Jan. 25 at
Clune Arena.
The Falcons dropped to 4-14
overall, 0-7 in the Mountain West
Conference, while the Lady
Rebels improved to 9-9 on the
season and 3-3 in the MWC.
The Falcons jumped out to
their biggest lead of the opening
half at the 10:29 mark, thanks to
a put back basket by Steele to
grab a 15-10 advantage. But, the
Lady Rebels went on a 19-6 run
to take a 29-21 lead at the half.
“I’m fired up right now
because we let one get away,”
Air Force head coach Ardie
McInelly said. “We didn’t keep
them off the offensive boards,
defend their penetration or keep
them off the free throw line.”
UNLV ballooned its advantage to 15 points after the break,
and although Steele scored 21 of
the Falcons 34 second-half
points, Air Force could not get
closer than eight points.
The Lady Rebels held off
the Falcons at the free throw line,
netting 10 of their last 14 points

at the charity stripe.
Steele, the only Falcon to
score in double-figures, notched
her seventh double-double of the
year, knocking down 12-of-17
from the field and grabbing 11
offensive rebounds.
“My teammates saw I was in
a zone and they did a good job
of getting me the ball,” Steele
said. “They realized to go with
what works. I tried to focus on
putting the easy shots in.”
Air Force’s second leading
scorer, Pam Findlay, was
hampered by a nerve problem
in one of her arms and was held
to four points, seven below her
average.
Shamela Hampton led
UNLV with 16 points, while Faye
Muller added 12 points and 11
rebounds. Both teams combined
to go 0-for-15 from 3-point
range.
Meanwhile, a free sports
clinic for girls in eighth grade and
under was held to observe
National Girls and Women in
Sports Day prior to Saturday’s
Wyoming game.
The attendees were admitted
free and saw a hot three-point
shooting effort from the
Cowgirls. The result was Air
Force dropping a 64-43 decision
to Wyoming at Clune Arena.
The Falcons (4-15, 0-8
MWC) took an early 7-6 lead. It

Photo by Danny Meyer

Falcon junior forward Alecia Steele skies above UNLV’s Faye
Muller Jan. 25 at Clune Arena. Steele burned the Lady
Rebels for a career-high 28 points and 15 rebounds.

would be their last as the
Cowgirls (14-5, 5-2 MWC)
responded with an 8-0 run.
Air Force climbed to within
34-31 to start the second half on
a bucket by senior Letricia
Castillo, but Wyoming hit four
unanswered three-point field
goals to extend its lead to 15.
The Cowgirls knocked down six
of their first eight 3-point field
goal attempts in the half, while
holding the Falcons to just 14
points after the break.

“After we closed the gap we
didn’t execute defensively,” a
disappointed McInelly said. “We
allowed their 3-point shooters
open looks by not staying disciplined.”
Steele was high scorer for the
Falcons, finishing with 12 points.
Wyoming’s Megan McGuffey
had a game-high 17 points while
teammate Hanna Zavecz had 12.
Air Force looks for its first
conference win Sunday at
Colorado State.
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Ehn top Hobey Baker vote getter Scoreboard
By Dave Toller
Athletic Media Relations

Air Force Academy junior
center Eric Ehn is on the ballot
for the Hobey Baker Award,
given annually to the nation’s
top collegiate hockey player.
Ehn, who leads the nation
in scoring with 46 points in 28
games, first appeared on the
list on Jan. 3 at No. 10. He’s
been sixth on the list for the last
two weeks.
He’s currently the top vote
getter in Phase One of the
nation-wide fan voting which
runs through March 4.
The Dexter, Mich., native
tops the nation in points per
game (1.64). He is fourth in
assists per game (0.96), fourth
in goals scored (19) and seventh
goals per game (0.68). Ehn led
the nation in goals from Oct.
21-Dec. 8. He has led the nation
in points every week since Dec.
8 and has led the nation in
points in 10 of the last 11
weeks. Ehn has scored in 22
of the 28 games this season
and has 12 multiple-point

games and six multiple-goal
games.
Phase two of fan balloting
begins March 15 from the list
of Top Ten Hobey Baker finalists. The fans’ vote accounts
for a full 1 percent of the total
ballot in each phase in selecting
this year’s award recipient.
Ehn also ranks sixth on the
CSTV.com Hobey Baker poll as
voted on by a panel of college
hockey writers and broadcasters.
Fans can visit www.hobey
baker.com. Click on the Vote
for Hobey Baker icon and
follow the prompts to make
your selection from this year’s
outstanding crop of college
hockey players.
Photo by Dave Armer
The award criteria includes Falcon junior center Eric Ehn changes direction Jan. 19
candidates mimicking the against Army at the Cadet Ice Arena.
superlative character traits put contribute to the integrity of nounced from a field of three
forth by the award’s namesake, his team and display out- Hobey Hat Trick finalists on
Hobey Baker, a first-rate World standing skills in all phases of Friday, April 6, during the
War I combat flyer better the game. Consideration should NCAA Frozen Four Championknown as America’s greatest also be given to scholastic ships in St. Louis, Mo.
achievement and sportsmanThe 27th annual award
amateur athlete in his day.
ship.
announcement
honoring college
Award candidates must
The 2007 Hobey Baker hockey’s top player will be teleexhibit strength of character
both on and off the ice and must Award winner will be an- vised live on ESPNU.

Fencers point toward key stretch
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

For Air Force All-American
fencer Eliza Enyart, newcomer
Peter French and their 34 teammates, this is the time of year
they’ve been training for in relative obscurity, just as their faces
are masked during each bout.
Their
sport
doesn’t
command the headlines or
crowds the mainstream intercollegiate events do. But, these
athletes have been honing their
skills to a foil’s, sabre’s and epee’s
edge, to borrow their vernacular.
Air Force starts its regular
season Saturday and Sunday at
the University of California at
San Diego dual meet. They travel
to Duke Feb. 9 and 10. The
NCAA Regionals beckon March

10 and 11 in California and the
NCAA Championships at Drew
University in New Jersey are
March 22-25.
“NCAAs are the most
exciting part of our season, said
Enyart who became the Falcons
first All-American in women’s
fencing by finishing 11th in
women’s epee at the NCAA
Championships last year. “These
competitions show how our hard
work throughout the year has
paid off.”
Freshman French echoes his
junior teammate’s outlook.
“We’ve done well this year
on the U.S. Fencing National
Circuit with several outstanding
performances,” said the firstyear fencer from Austin, Texas,
whose brother Tim excelled on
the team before graduating last
year. “We have a difficult

schedule, but I believe our discipline, hard work and talent will
be the difference.”
Enyart and French walked
the walk most recently at the
North American Cup Division
I/Junior competition Jan. 12-15
in Columbus, Ohio. Enyart
finished 16th in the women’s
epee while French placed
seventh in the junior men’s epee.
This year’s Falcon teams
hope to add to the rich, winning
tradition for Air Force. The men
enter this campaign with an
overall record of 546-179 since
the programs’inception in 195657. The women’s program started
in 1977-78 and has logged an
overall mark of 266-186-7.
“I wanted to fence for the
Academy long before Coach
(Abdel) Salem, whose expertise
is renowned in the fencing
world, recruited me,” said

French, one of four Falcons who
was home schooled. “There
were several other great schools
I could have fenced for, but
none presented the same opportunities as the Academy.
Coming here has been a lifelong
goal of mine, and I’m proud to
represent the Falcons.”
The more-veteran Enyart,
who hadn’t fenced on a team
before arriving at the Academy,
agrees.
“I love fencing for the
Academy, my team and my
coaches,” she said. “I’m proud
to represent the Academy as a
fencer and a future officer candidate at the NCAAs and North
American Cups. At times the
Academy experience can be a
roller coaster ride. The fencing
team has been a foundation to
which I can always return when
I need a confidence boost.”

Photos by Abdel Salem

Falcon freshman Peter French focuses on a practice
Falcon junior Eliza Enyart extends during a bout.
opponent.

Pitt Triangular Meet
Pittsburgh 192.775
New Hampshire 191.400
Falcons 184.925

Men’s Tennis
Jan. 28 at AFA
#34 Minnesota 5

Falcons 2

Women’s Tennis
Jan. 27 at AFA
Falcons 7
Falcons 7

Southern Utah 0
Colorado College 0

Rifle
Jan. 27 and 28 at Fort Worth, Texas
TCU 4,648-4,612
Falcons (Women) 4,541-4,549

INTRAMURAL
Basketball
FINAL Regular Season

Intramural Division
Team
W
MDG #1
10
SFS
10
306 FTG
8
CEF
7
J&J
6
MSS
6
*Prep
5
MDG #2
2
*Forfeited from season
Jan. 25
MDG #1 84
SFS 65

L
3
4
5
7
7
8
9
11

306 FTG 35
MSS 32

Jan. 31
Playoffs-Double Elimination
MDG #1 43
CEF 26
SFS 68
306 FTG 60

Over-30 Division
Team
CW #1
MDG
NSSI
Prep
MSS
306 FTG
DFL
CW #2
DFPS

W
10
8
8
7
5
3
3
2
1

Jan. 25
MDG 67
CW #1 44

DFPS 45
CW #2 29

Jan. 29
MSS 50
Prep 43

CW #2 30
DFPS 31

Jan. 30
NSSI 56
Prep 52

DFPS 50
MSS 49

Jan. 31
MDG 58
NSSI 67

CW #2 41
CW #1 40

L
2
2
2
4
6
7
7
9
8

Bowling
Thru Jan. 29
Team
AFA Pool #2
DFC
DFMS
DFBL
MDSS
Retirees
MSG/LGR #2
Cadets
NSSI
SFS
Services
MSG/LGC
Comm
Prep School
DF
HQ USAFA
CES/CEJ
DRU
MSG/LGR #1
AFA Pool #1

W L
113 47
106 54
95 65
94 66
91 69
90 70
86 74
82 78
81 79
78 82
75 85
75 85
74 86
72 88
71 89
68 92
65 95
64 96
60 100
60 100

Pins
60807
58731
58468
59076
57957
59357
58699
58110
55410
57150
58740
58311
57639
57185
56847
46102
57803
58073
57721
57685
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Improvements updated
North Gate work begins in midFebruary and will be completed in
phases. Construction involves traffic
calming devices, a new guard house, a
vehicle inspection area and roadway
pop-up barriers to the west. The traffic
control plan is designed to maintain two
traffic lanes inbound and outbound,
particularly at the start and end of the
work day during initial phases.
South Gate work will begin in midMarch with an August completion date.
Construction involves calming devices
near the gate house and pop-up barriers
near the railroad overpass. The traffic
control plan is in coordination.

Associate AOC/AMTs wanted
There are immediate vacancies for
associate air officer commanding and
associate academy military trainers. They
assist Cadet Squadron AOC and AMTs
in developing leaders of character.
Common duties include teaching Cadet
Professional Military Education,

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Daily Mass Mon.-Thurs. - 6:30 p.m.
Holy Day Mass - 6 p.m.

Protestant Services:
Sunday
Traditional - 9 a.m.
Contemporary - 10:30 a.m.
Gospel - 12 p.m.

Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 - 8 p.m.

COMMUNITY CENTER
CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Reconciliation - 4 p.m.
Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday
Catholic Mass - 11:30 a.m.

Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.

coaching and mentoring cadets, attending
cadet squadron training and social events
and filling in for AOCs and AMTs when
needed. Time commitments vary based
on duties. Since associates bring operational experiences to their interactions
with cadets, AAMTs are technical
sergeants and above while AAOCs are
captains or prior-enlisted lieutenants and
above. All volunteers must have their
supervisor’s approval and forward their
request through their chain of command.
For more information and to volunteer,
call Master Sgt. Rob Nolen at 333-8499

cognitive and behavioral coping methods,
plus the biological treatment of nicotine addiction. Classes are held quarterly. To enroll, call 333-3733.

Banquet date changed

The Community Center Chapel’s
Valentine’s Banquet is Feb. 9 in the
Community Center ballroom. The theme
is Mardi Gras. Social hour is at 6 p.m.,
followed by a buffet dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets are $10 per person and can be
purchased at the chapel or by calling
333-3300.

Tickets for the 2006 Academy
Annual Awards Banquet are on sale from
unit first sergeants. The event has been
rescheduled for April 5, starting at 6
p.m. with a social hour at the Officers’
Club. The theme is “Honoring Heritage
… Forging New Horizons.” The meal
will feature London broil, herb roasted
chicken or a vegetarian plate and dessert.
The price for club members is $23.45 and
for nonmembers $25.45. Attire is mess
dress or semi-formal for military and
the formal equivalent for civilians.

Prayer Luncheon nears
The Academy National Prayer
Luncheon is today at 11:30 a.m., in the
officers’ club. It’s open to all Academy
members and their families. Guest
speaker is Chaplain (Brig. Gen.) Cecil
B. Richardson, Air Force Deputy Chief
of Chaplains. Tickets are $5 and can be
purchased from unit first sergeants or the
Community Center Chapel at 333-3300.

Bible seminar coming
The Academy Protestant community is sponsoring the seminar “You Can
Understand the Bible” Saturday from 2
-8:30 p.m. and Sunday from 10:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m., in the Arnold Hall banquet
room. The cost is $20. To sign up call
333-2636.

Quit smoking
The Academy Health and Wellness
Center presents a tobacco cessation class
Tuesday, from noon to 1 p.m., and 5-6
p.m., in the HAWC for people wanting
to quit smoking or chewing tobacco.
The five-session class offers a variety of

Bee bop at sock hop
The Pine Valley Parent Teacher
Organization presents a sock hop Feb. 9
at 5:30 p.m. in the Pine Valley
Elementary School featuring food, music,
entertainment and “Elvis.” Admission
is free. For more information, call
Michelle Utley at 472-9823.

Valentine’s banquet set
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five Lincoln Douglas Debate teams in the
country, approximately 25 colleges and
universities with more than 300 competitors and five of the top 10 Parliamentary
Debate teams in the country. For more
information and to volunteer, call Dr.
Audra Diers at 333-8511.

Cultural programs need
support
Academy special observance committees need project officers and members
for Women’s History Month in March,
Holocaust: “Days of Remembrance” April
15 and Asian Pacific Islander Heritage
Month in May. To help, call the Military
Equal Opportunity Office at 333-4258.

Cooking seminar on burner
The Academy Health and Wellness
Center offers “A Lighter Side of Cooking:
Vegetarian Ideas,” Feb. 15 from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m., at the HAWC, 8137 Park
Drive. Learn how to prepare healthy,
delicious dishes. Attendees receive free
recipe cards for the presented meal, a
Healthy Heart cookbook and get to
sample the food. For more information
and to reserve one of the 15 spots, call
333-3733.

Attic volunteers sought
Volunteers are needed to keep the
Academy Airman’s Attic open. It helps
junior ranking Airmen with free clothing,
furniture, appliances and more. Paid
childcare is available for volunteers. The
attic is open Tuesdays and Thursdays
from noon to 4 p.m. To volunteer, call
Cassie Nordin at 472-7923 and leave a
message.

Forensics volunteers needed
The Academy Forensics Classic
Tournament, Feb. 9-11, needs approximately 40-50 volunteers no later than
Monday to help judge the competition.
Each volunteer receives an information
packet. Training sessions emphasize questions and answers, tips and event examples. Anticipated attendees include the top

Air Force Ball nears
The Lance P. Sijan Chapter of the
Air Force Association hosts the 2007 Air
Force Ball, today at the Broadmoor
Hotel. This year’s theme is “Heritage to
Horizons,” celebrating the Air Force’s
60th Anniversary and the 25th Anniversary of Air Force Space Command.
Social hour starts at 6 p.m. in Colorado
Hall, followed by dinner in the International Center. The Air Force’s Tops
in Blue will perform. The event
continues with dancing in Colorado
Hall to the music of Gentle Rain.
Attire is mess dress/black tie. For ticket
information, visit www.rsvp-seating.
com/afa-07.

MOAA luncheon returns
All active duty and retired officers
are invited to the annual Military Officers
Association of America Valentine’s Day
Luncheon Thursday at the Peterson Air
Force Base Officers’ Club. The social
starts at 11 a.m. with lunch at 11:30
a.m. Keynote speaker is Commander
Katherine O’Neal-Tracy, Deputy Director
for Benefits Information at MOAA
National. For reservations, call Karin
Manning at 574-1986 no later than
Monday.

This month in Air Force history
Feb. 1, 1952 — The U.S. Air Force acquired
its first general-purpose, high-speed digital
computer, a vacuum-tube-based Univac I.

woman selected for U.S. Air Force combat
pilot training, completed training in an F-15E
Strike Eagle.

Feb. 3, 1961 — Strategic Air Command initiated the Looking Glass airborne command
post. Maintaining continuous 24-hour coverage in shifts, Looking Glass aircraft were
equipped to communicate with the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, any SAC base or any SAC aircraft.

Feb. 10, 1952 — Leading a flight of three F86 Sabre jets on a combat air patrol mission
near the Manchurian border, Maj. George A.
Davis Jr., engaged 12 enemy MiG-15 jet fighters in aerial combat. Major Davis is the first
Airman to become an ace in two wars.

Feb. 3, 1995 — U.S. Air Force Lt. Col.
Eileen M. Collins became the first woman
space shuttle pilot.

Wednesday
Liturgical - 6 p.m.

Feb. 6, 1991— Reserve Capt. Robert R.
Swain of the 706th Tactical Fighter Squadron
scored the first ever A-10 Warthog air-to-air
kill by shooting down an Iraqi helicopter.

For more information, call 333-3300.

Feb. 10, 1994 — Lt. Jeannie Flynn, the first

Feb. 12, 1959 — Strategic Air Command
retired its last B-36 Peacemaker to become
an all-jet bomber force.
Feb. 13, 1956 — The Academy’s Curriculum Review Board convenes and recommends retention of semester system rather
than quarter system.
Feb. 22, 1957 — Lt. Gen. Hubert Harmon,
the Academy’s first superintendent, dies at

Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.
Feb. 24, 1969 — An AC-47 gunship on
which A1C John L. Levitow served, is struck
by an enemy mortar shell. Although seriously
wounded, he ejects a smoking flare and was
awarded the Medal of Honor.
Feb. 24, 1967 — Capt. Hilliard A. Wilbanks
attacked a large body of Vietcong who had
ambushed a smaller force of South
Vietnamese rangers. Captain Wilbanks sacrificed his life to protect the withdrawing
rangers and was awarded the Medal of
Honor.
Feb. 28, 1991 — The Gulf War ends at 8
a.m. with a coalition-declared cease-fire.
During the war, F-117A Stealth fighterbombers flew only 2 percent of the combat
sorties but attacked 40 percent of Iraqi
strategic targets.
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