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Tourney-tested tough teams
Photo by 1st Lt. John Ross

Phlebotomist Tammy Montalvo checks
Renee Turner's blood pressure Monday at
the Department of Defense Blood Drive in
Arnold Hall.

DoD blood drive
flows smoothly
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

More than 1,200 units of blood
were collected at the Academy by
noon Wednesday during the Department of Defense Blood Drive.
“We’re a nation at war and it
requires the nation to support it,” said
Col. Kerry Brady, medical director
for this week’s blood drive. “We
absolutely depend on the blood donors,
especially with the vast numbers of
troops we have deployed or deferred
from contributing blood.”
Colonel Brady noted a need to
reach out to areas with a high donor
base, such as training bases like the
Academy and to locations with a strong
military presence like Colorado Springs.
“We’ve been overwhelmed with
the community and base support we’ve
received,” he said. “Half of the donors
were civilians, the other half military.”
Cadet 3rd Class Ariana Allen was
deferred from donating blood so she
stood before Fort Carson’s post
exchange handing out flyers. Hundreds
of cadets are helping to spread the word.
Collections moved from the
Academy to Fort Carson’s Special
Events Center Thursday and will
continue there 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. today.
“The 1,000-plus cadet cheering
section canvassed the Cadet Wing and
Colorado Springs with information,
even distributing flyers during home
games,” said Maj. Gil Martinez,
Academy project officer.
Blood collected is transported to
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., where
it is flown out each night to Fort Hood,
Texas, for processing. Within two weeks
the blood will be at military medical
facilities in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Falcon point guard Matt McCraw (5), fans and teammates celebrate Air Force’s memorable 52-51 win over DePaul
Wednesday at Clune Arena. McCraw and Jacob Burtschi each pulled down eight rebounds to help the bluesuiters
earn a berth in the semifinals of the National Invitation Tournament in New York City’s Madison Square Garden
Tuesday against Clemson. For story, see Page 16.
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Falcon forward Theo Zacour hoists the Atlantic Hockey Association championship trophy at halftime of Monday’s Air
Force/Georgia NIT basketball game at Clune Arena. The Falcons earned the hardware by beating Sacred Heart and
Army to win the AHA Final Four title, their first season in the league. The crown means an automatic bid to the NCAA
Hockey Championship tournament. For story, see Page 17.
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Thanks to unsung heroes deployed behind
By Col. Christopher Weggeman
12th Operations Group commander

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
(AFNEWS) — There is a group of unsung heroes
who have silently supported our Airmen and our
nation as we fight the war on terrorism whose
sacrifice, service and heartache too often go
without recognition or respect.
These heroes are the spouses and family
members of our warriors who have selflessly
created the bedrock from which our nation
launches its defense of our constitutional freedoms.
To all of you I say thank you.
Most people know the general details of the
deployed environment and mission we must endure,
but too few words are spoken regarding the
absolutely fundamental mission carried out around
the clock on our home front by all of those we
“deploy behind.”
It is their endless love, care, patience and selfless devotion to our families and our country,
which provides our deployed Airmen the peace of
mind, focus and balance needed to excel in their
undertakings when serving halfway around the

world.
No one has spent endless hours and dollars
training our spouses to accomplish what it is they
do every day when “deployed behind,” holding
down our home fronts and accomplishing our
family’s mission, no matter what. No one solicited
their service, or informed them of the trials and
tribulations they must endure. Anyone who says,
“They’re just doing what’s expected” hasn’t a clue,
and more than likely takes the very gifts of
freedom our Air Force spouses provide for granted.
In today’s Air Force environment of fiscal
conservatism, recapitalization and off-the-chart
operations tempo, one often hears the phrase, “We
must do more with less.” I contest this phrase
applies more to our spouses, deployed behind and
forced to support and provide for our families
without their proverbial soul mate, sounding board,
rock, center, companion, husband, wife, dad or
mom home to share in this great inexorable experiment we call life.
There are no medals or citations for the sleepless nights spent with sick toddlers, or for the
courage displayed when consoling the inquisitive
minds of young children who ask those incredibly

Character Development

astute, yet emotionally taxing, questions about
mom or dad’s service to our great nation. Their
collective strength, resolve and resourcefulness
make our Air Force expeditionary posture possible.
Our spouses provide us all with clear minds
and unwavering confidence in knowing harmony
and stability reign supreme at home. The pillar of
strength they provide allows Airmen across the
world to commit 100 percent of their heart and soul
toward achieving repetitive mission success,
anywhere, anytime, thus preserving our service’s
global monopoly on air and space supremacy.
Their cause is extremely difficult and selfless,
but above all else, righteous. They encourage our
service and preserve the prosperity of our families
and our nation. Every medal or award their spouse
earns is equally earned by each of them, and that
vital linkage cannot be expressed enough.
Regardless of anyone’s opinion on the war on
terrorism, or the prolific expectation of freedoms
rampant in America, the simple truth remains our
spouses bear the burden of untold sacrifice, and in
my eyes are the unsung heroes of our time. It is
with immense gratitude, pride and honor that I
salute their service to our Air Force and our nation.

Character Corner
The Power of Purpose!
Nietzsche said, “He who has a why to live for can bear almost any how.” “Why” is one of the most powerful
words in our language. Add a “?” to it and you add even more power to it.
Have you ever thought about why you do what you do? Why do you speak as you do? Why do you behave as
you do? Why do you think the thoughts you think? Why are you here? Most would say we’re the product of our experience and environment. Many would say we were brought up to be who we are. The nurture vs. nature argument
has been around for ages and will probably continue without conclusion.
Every person who has had a powerful impact on the world had a specific sense of purpose. People like
Mother Theresa, Gandhi and Victor Frankl all had the sense of doing what’s right regardless of the consequences for them personally. We call that integrity. Why do we do what we do? We all have different reasons. If we’re to maintain the great force we now are, we must have integrity to principles beyond ourselves. And we must have it every day. As Dr. Stephen Covey says, “If you keep doing what you’re doing,
you’ll keep getting what you’re getting.”
We all have a purpose in our lives. What’s your purpose? Why do you do what you do? Find a
purpose that’s aligned with the principle of integrity and you’ll find success beyond your dreams.

Cadet Sight Picture

From Character Counts, 8:00 AM & 8:00 PM on Wednesdays on KAFA, 97.7 FM.
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Air Force Academy
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elizabeth.patton.ctr@usafa.af.mil
Denise Navoy — Graphic Designer

The Action Line is a direct link to USAFA's senior leadership. It should be used
when other avenues have failed. Concerns should be addressed at the lowest possible
level in the chain of command and elevated as necessary. If satisfactory results have
not been attained by addressing the chain of command, call the Action Line at 3333900 or fax 333-4094 or mail to:
Directorate of Public Affairs/ACTION LINE
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3100
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016
Items may also be e-mailed to action.line@usafa.af.mil.

The Academy Spirit is published by
Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group, a
private firm in no way connected with the U.S.
Air Force, under exclusive written contract with
the U.S. Air Force Academy. This civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services. Contents of the Academy Spirit are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, the Department of
Defense or the Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does
not constitute endorsement by the Department
of Defense, the Department of the Air Force, or
Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group,

of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall
be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
The printer reserves the right to reject
any advertisements.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and
provided by the U.S. Air Force Academy
Directorate of Public Affairs. The editor
reserves the right to edit articles to conform
to Air Force policy and Associated Press
style. All photos are U.S. Air Force photos
unless otherwise indicated.

Submissions
Send submissions to: HQ USAFA/PAI, 2304 Cadet
Drive, Suite 3100, U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 808405016 or deliver to Suite 3100 in Harmon Hall.
Deadline for free classified ads on a space-available basis is 12 noon every Tuesday for that week’s
publication date. Paid classified advertising is accepted by the publisher at 329-5236. The number to call for
display advertising is 634-5905.
Deadline for all stories is noon Friday, one week
prior to the desired publication date. Refer questions
to the Academy Spirit editor at 333-8823.
The Academy Spirit also accepts story submissions by fax at 333-4094 or by e-mail: pa.news
paper@ usafa.af.mil.
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Gen.Myers honored with T.D.White Award
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The Academy’s T.D. White National
Defense Award, presented Monday to
retired Gen. Richard Myers, was established March 1, 1962.
Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen.
John Regni presented the award during
a formal ceremony on the terrazzo.
General Myers retired as the 15th
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on
Oct.1, 2005, after serving more than 40
years in the Air Force. He began his
term just weeks after the Sept. 11 attacks
on New York City’s Twin Towers and
guided U.S. strategy for the War on
Terrorism.
While he was JCS chairman, the
United States led international efforts to
topple the Taliban and deny Al Qaida a
safe haven in Afghanistan and defeat
Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq.
The general from Kansas City, Kan.,
oversaw U.S. military relief efforts for the
tsunami that struck the Pacific in
December 2005 and Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita in 2005.
General Myers held command positions at every level, including U.S. Space
command commander, North American
Aerospace Defense Command, Pacific
Air Forces, U.S. Forces Japan and two
fighter wings.
The retired fighter pilot with more
than 4,100 hours logged more than 600

combat hours during the Vietnam
Conflict.
General Myers is on several public
and non-profit boards and lectures nationally on security issues and leadership.
Now retired in the Washington D.C.
area with his wife, Mary Jo, his legacy
can be found throughout the U.S. Armed
forces and throughout the world.
General Myers joins past recipients
that include Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, World
War II commander in Europe and the
Pacific, planner of the Berlin Airlift, and
Air Force Chief of Staff; Gen. Carl Spaatz,
first Air Force Chief of Staff; Senator John
C. Stennis, former chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee; President
Ronald Reagan, 40th resident of the
United States and Bob Hope, international entertainer and humanitarian.
The permanent Thomas D. White
plaque is displayed in the Academy’s
Arnold Hall, with inscriptions of the
names of the annual winners.
The award is presented annually to
a U.S. citizen who has significantly
contributed to the national defense of
the United States. The award may be
based on outstanding contributions to
national security in any fields of endeavor,
including science, technology, leadership, management, national affairs, international affairs or a combination thereof.
The award is named after Gen.
Thomas Dresser White, Air Force Chief
of Staff from 1957 to 1961. General

Photo by Danny Meyer

Retired general and former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Richard B.
Myers receives the Academy’s T.D. White Award from Academy
Superintendent Lt. Gen. John Regni during a ceremony Monday on the terrazzo.

White was a 1920 U.S. Military Academy
graduate and completed pilot training in
1925 before being transferred to the Air
Corps in 1927.
Each year the Academy requests
nominations from the Academy Board of
Visitors and Academy agencies. Active

duty military personnel and federal
employees in active service are normally
not eligible for consideration. The Thomas
D. White Award Selection Committee
evaluated the nominations and recommended selection to the Academy superintendent.
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Retired general reflects on award, Academy
By Tech. Sgt. Roel Utley
Academy Spirit staff

When he received the message he had received the
Thomas D. White Award, retired Gen. Richard Myers
said he was flabbergasted.
“I was familiar with some of the previous award
recipients, former presidents. That’s pretty hard
company to keep pace with.”
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The T.D. White Award

As the 2005 T.D. White Award winner, General
Myers visited the Academy, toured the facilities and
took part in a parade to recognize his contributions
to the national defense of the United States.
During his tour, General Myers toured the astronautics department and was surprised by what he saw.
“Something I just never had a chance to see was
the space lab and some of the work they are doing in
space launch and satellites. I was vaguely familiar with
some of the work they were doing but not the extent
to which they are involved with this. The things they
get to do here are extraordinary,” the former commander
of Air Force Space Command said. “I think this
program here has grown up. I think they had a small
program when I was out here in the late ‘90s and up
to 2000, but it has really taken off since then. It’s
advanced so far and I think it’s good. It’s good for the
Academy; it’s good for the educational institution
here and it’s good for our Air Force and our country.”
It wasn’t only what he saw in the classroom that
impressed the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. The caliber of the students, all of which chose
to attend the Academy during a time of war, had an
impact on the general.
“These are great young men and women that
America produces,” he said.
“From a security standpoint, I don’t know that our
country has ever been challenged as much as it has
Photos by Danny Meyer
Retired
General
Richard
Myers
signs
the nose
been challenged today. I’m not talking about the Iraqs
cone
of
the
Falcon
Launch
5
for
good
luck
on its
of the world or the Afghanistans, I’m talking about
launch,
scheduled
for
April
24.
the threat from violent extremism. It’s going to go on
for a long time. As these cadets go on to get their Civil War. They’re going to contribute to our safety
commissions and serve, they are going to have to deal and security in a very major way. I appreciate the fact
with that. There’s never been a time, I don’t think, our that they are willing to serve during some very diffiway of life has been threatened like this since the cult times.”
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America is at War...

Blue Star Service Banners are Back
Men and women in military uniforms are on the front lines of
our war on terrorism. In wars
past, a Blue Star Banner in the
window of a home showed a
family’s pride in their loved one
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces
and reminded others that preserving America’s freedom
demands much.

...and a tradition continues.

Every neighborhood has someone serving in the current war
on terrorism. As we steel ourselves for a long and difficult
war, the sight of the Blue Star
Banner in homes will remind us

of the personal sacrifices being
made to preserve our way of life.
From the more than 4 million
men and women of The
American Legion, the American
Legion Auxiliary, the Sons of The
American Legion...and all your
fellow Americans...we say,
“Thank you.”
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Academies senior enlisteds meet for symposium
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The Academy is hosting its first
Joint Service Academy Senior Enlisted
Leaders Conference that began Monday
and ends today.
“The U.S. Naval Academy, U.S.
Military Academy, U.S. Coast Guard
Academy and U.S. Air Force Academy
take turns to host the conference,” said
Master Sgt. Anna Parker, Cadet Squadron
26 Academy military trainer and event
coordinator.
The annual conference has been
existence since 2005, when the Naval
Academy hosted the first meeting at
Annapolis, Md. The Coast Guard
followed in 2006 at New London, Conn..
Next year, the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point, N.Y. will host the conference.
Each service academy has an opportunity to discuss topics common to all
service academies. Three issues
discussed during this week’s conference
members included personnel and
personal accountability and peer loyalty
among cadets, cheating and the Honor
Code and service academy enlisted development.

Working groups comprised of select
Academy military trainers along with
conference attendees from the other
service academies to discuss in detail the
issues faced with each topic.
Each service academy has different
enlisted titles for their AMT equivalent.
In the Navy and Coast Guard, AMTs are
referred to as Senior Enlisted Leaders.
West Point refers to AMTs as “tactical
NCOs.”
The top enlisted people attending
the conference included Academy
Command Chief Master Sgt. Dale
Buckholtz, U.S. Naval Academy
Command Master Chief Bernie Quibilan
and U.S. Military Academy Command
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Laidla.
“Serving our Air Force as the senior
enlisted leader of our Air Force Academy
is an awesome opportunity,” Command
Chief Buckholtz said Thurday. “It brings
with it different challenges than those
faced at our operational wings. It is on
this basis that we decided to bring
together all our service academy’s senior
enlisted leaders to discuss our challenges
and ways we each approach them. The
fact is, we’re all working towards the
same goal — developing officers of

Photo by Master Sgt. Anna Parker

Command Master Chief Bernie Quibilan, U.S. Naval Academy, and
Command Sgt. Maj. Patrick Laidlaw, U.S. Military Academy, discuss issues
at their respective academies.

character ready to lead our services into
the future.
“The conference this week allowed
us to showcase our Academy and our
enlisted men and women,” he said. “It
also allowed our sister services to show-

case their best and we learned a lot about
their programs. As we continue the
journey towards ‘jointness,’this is another
example of the power of a team approach
in keeping and maintaining our service
academies as the best.”

visa platinum cash rewards credit card

5.00% 1.25%
cash back on all other
net monthly purchases

cash back on gas
paid at the pump*

rewards paid monthly • no tiers • no limits

Visit your local Colorado Springs Branch
6045 Barnes Road
Monday – Friday 10:00AM - 6:00PM

®

penfed.org
800-247-5626

*Certain restrictions may apply.
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Finance Airman
garners dual awards
By Tech. Sgt. Roel Utley
Academy Spirit staff

The Air Force recognized the efforts
and accomplishments of an Academy
Airman who excelled in the financial
management field during 2006. The Air
Force Sergeants Association Falcon Chapter
1180 recognized the same individual as the
chapter’s First Term Airman of the Year.
Senior Airman Amber Casey, a
customer service technician in the directorate of finance, earned Air Force-wide
and AFSA accolades for attention to detail
and willingness to step up to leadership and
knowledge opportunities.
Among Airman Casey’s accomplishments are creating a voicemail tracking
system after her department had received
customer complaints ensuring all questions were answered within 24 hours. She
processed more than 2,100 travel vouchers
allowing 99 percent to be paid within five
days, shattering the Air Force goal of 95
percent. She completed upgrade training
six months ahead of schedule, scoring a
97 on her final career development course
exam. The 23-year-old Airman seized a
leadership opportunity by becoming a
trainer and was certified a financial
management career field trainer.

“I was shocked when Lt. Col. (Randall)
White (FM director) called us into our
conference room and asked me to come
up front. I had no idea that I was going to
receive this level of an award,” Airman
Casey said about the FM Airman of the Year
award. “I feel so honored that I can represent not only financial management, but
also the Academy across the entire Air
Photo by Tech. Sgt. Roel Utley
Force. It was definitely not just my accomSenior Airman Amber Casey was awarded the Air Force Financial
plishment, but a direct reflection of the Management Airman of the Year and Air Force Sergeants Association Falcon
caliber of those I work with and for.”
Chapter 1180 First Term Airman of the Year award in the same week.
Her energy seems to make a difference
in September 2004. “Do the task the first speech for the ALS graduation in
on the people she meets.
“It is clear, this Airman doesn’t shy time you are told, finish the job, and do it November 2005,” Airman Casey recalled.
away from leadership opportunities,” said with a good attitude. I try to do my best “He spoke about passion, pride and
Senior Master Sgt. Robert Nolen, AFSA in everything I do because every job is a perspective. His words and his example
Chapter 1180 president, of the Goshen, Ind., self-portrait of the person who did it and have greatly inspired me over the last year
native. “She’s an involved Airman that I like to autograph my work with excellence. to be passionate about and take pride in
“None of this would be possible what I am involved with and to put it all
wants to make things happen. The entire
board was very impressed with the scope without the support of my supervisor, Staff in perspective.”
The recognition Airman Casey
of responsibilities and challenges this fine Sgt. William Roberts, and the rest of the
young Airman has tackled in her short great people I work with in finance. I don’t received last week speaks to the goals she
do anything I do for the recognition, I do has within the next five years.
time in the Air Force.”
“In five years, I will have completed
Airman Casey says her recognition is everything because it is who I am. People
due in part to her parents, supervisor and have just been kind enough to recognize my nursing degree, hopefully through the
the speaker at her Airman Leadership my efforts and that of those I work with,” Airman Education Commissioning
said the Airman who hopes to become an Program and received my commission.
School graduation.
Also, I hope to have started a family of my
“My parents taught me three princi- officer one day.
“Chief Master Sgt. Gary Maxwell, own with my husband, Senior Airman
ples of a good work ethic when I was
growing up,” said the Airman who enlisted 10 Medical Group superintendent, gave a Mark Casey.”
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Cadets build houses for spring break
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Seventy Academy cadets will spend their spring
breaks building houses for needy families.
Cadets will join thousands of other college students
across the nation working with Habitat for Humanity’s
Alternative Spring Break program, in Las Lunas, N.M.;
Beaumont, Texas; College Station, Texas; Austin, Texas;
and San Antonio, Texas. Another group of cadets is
headed to a Navajo reservation near Gallup, N.M. to
do similar work sponsored by the Department of Civil
Engineering.
Alternative Spring Break coincides with normal
Spring Break for Academy cadets, which begins March
22 and continues through April 1. Alternative Spring
Break is part of the Cadet Service Learning program,
sponsored by the Academy’s Center for Character
Development.
“Our Cadet Service Learning programs are centered
around one of the Academy’s main core values, ‘Service
Before Self,’” said Maj. Eric Ecklund of the Academy’s
Center for Character Development. “CSL attempts to
Courtesy Photo
take this core value from the theoretical concepts of the
classroom and training environment, allowing cadets Cadets build homes called “hogans” which went to New Mexico’s Navajo Reservation. Two dwellings
to put it to the test in real situations, meeting real have been already taken to the reservation. Academy cadets and faculty are giving up spring break for
humanitarian work there.
community needs.”
During the 2005-2006 academic year, cadets collec- Break for the past seven years.
Readiness Laboratory class. That class runs during the
tively volunteered 39,283 hours of community service
In addition to the Alternative Spring Break program first summer session each year in Jacks Valley, and the
on 2,196 different projects. But the Alternative Spring through Habitat for Humanity, the Academy’s completed homes are shipped to the reservation each
Break program is one of the pinnacle events for the CSL Department of Civil Engineering has cadets and faculty fall. Cadets and faculty have visited the reservation over
program, said Major Ecklund. “The cadets will sacri- outbound to the Navajo reservation near Gallup, N.M. the years to attend the dedication of the homes. Starting
fice their vacations to do things from providing a home
The CE department has worked with the reserva- in 2006, the CE department started a spring break trip
to a family in need.”
tion for the past decade, building traditional eight- for cadets, moving their work and sweat on-site to the
The Academy has participated in Alternative Spring sided Navajo homes during its Field Engineering reservation.

WE’re ANtI-ANTiBIOTiCS
(BuT Pr0-BEeF).
That’s why we’re serving naturally raised beef.
In fact, both the beef and pork we serve in Colorado Springs
are free of antibiotics and added growth hormones,
fed a vegetarian diet and raised humanely.
We think meat raised this way, naturally, tastes better.
Serving naturally raised meat is another step in our
ongoing Food With Integrity journey – bringing you
the best ingredients from the best sources.

– SErVING NATUrALlYRAiSeD BEeF IN C0LOrADo SPRiNGs –

A C A D E M Y & B R I A R G AT E

MEXICAN GRILl
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You’re missing out on reaching over 70,000 active, retired and
DoD employees and high-level business executives.

You’re Not Advertising
In Colorado Power
Classifieds?!

Call now for rates and info

(719) 329-5236

Or email: classifieds@csmng.com
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Privatization lease
signing event
The Forest City management team
will have 15 representatives at the
Milazzo Club on Saturday during the
lease signing event from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Housing residents are required
to bring their most current leave and
earnings statement along with a photo
of their pet which will be put on file.
To expedite the lease paperwork
process, residents can complete and
return the occupant data sheet to the
housing off ice before Saturday.
The lease agreement, along with other
pertinent information, can be viewed
at www.usafaliving.com. For questions or more information, call
472-8752.

Article 32 hearing
held
An Article 32 hearing for an Air
Force Academy cadet charged with
drug use convened Wednesday.
Cadet 1st Class Andrea Taylor
was charged March 13 with one violation of Article 112a of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice, for wrongful
use of a controlled substance, DAmphetamine.
An Article 32 hearing is used to
determine if there is enough evidence
to move the case forward to a court-

martial or make recommendations
for an alternate action.
If the case is forwarded to a
general court-martial and if the cadet
is found guilty of all charges and
specifications, she faces a maximum
punishment of five years confinement, dismissal from the Air Force,
and total forfeiture of all pay and
allowances.

Air Force changes
leave, special liberty
Airmen may now be granted a
special liberty (pass) in conjunction
with leave without requiring a duty
day between the pass and leave
periods.
Airmen must be physically
present in the local area when
departing and returning from leave.
If they wish to leave the local area
during the pass period and not return
prior to the beginning of the leave
period, then the entire leave and pass
period will be charged as leave.
A pass may not be used in combination with holidays or other off-duty
periods if that combination extends the
absence from duty beyond four days.
Commanders may further restrict
leave and passes as necessary to meet
mission requirements.
For more information, Airmen
should contact their commander’s
support staff.

Photo by Mike Kaplan

Unique transportation
Cadet 4th Class Alec Schwartz, Cadet Squadron 15, receives instruction from
Capt. Benjamin Crossley, department of computer engineering instructor, on
operating the Segway Personal Transporter. Segways were brought to the
Academy to show what is being developed in the engineering field.

Easter Brunch

Relaxed Pampered Dining
April 8th, 10am to 3pm
Full Service Brunch in the “Old Manor” plus

an Extravagant Buffet
in the Conservatory

“Best
Colorado
Cuisine”
~ Gazette 2006
“Best of the
Springs”
~ CS Chamber
2005
Dinner served
nightly from 5 p.m.

Make your reservations today!

LOCATION: OFFICER’S CLUB | ENTERTAINMENT: USAF ACADEMY BAND | MEALS: LONDON BROIL, HERB ROASTED CHICKEN, OR VEGETARIAN
SOCIAL HOUR: 1800 | DINNER: 1830 | MILITARY DRESS: MESS/SEMI-FORMAL | CIVILIAN DRESS: COAT/TIE | COST: MEMBERS $23.45, NON-MEMBERS $25.45

Tickets available through unit first sergeants

404 Manitou Avenue (Driveway by the blue arch) • 685-1864 • www.briarhurst.com

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

Are you a spouse of a military member?

For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com

Larkspur Pizzaria
& Café
Cadet Special
(Sun.-Thurs.)

18” Extra Large
Pizza & a
64 oz. pitcher

$16.95
(serves 4)

Exit 172
15 minutes north of the Academy

303-681-2090
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Academy rugby player returns as coach
By Tech. Sgt. Steve German
Air Force News Agency

When Air Force Academy Cadet Marc Ward took
to the rugby field against the University of California
at Berkeley in May 2003, the freshman had no idea it
might be his last time to play.
With about 18 minutes left in the first half of the
game, Cadet Ward made a crushing hit on his opponent midway down the field. His own impact
knocked him out for nearly nine minutes, rendering
his right arm useless.
“I hit the guy with my neck exposed. He was 260
pounds and I was 195 pounds. I could move my
fingers and my wrist. I couldn’t drink a drink, it was
pretty much useless.
“And then, six weeks later I was able to go like
this,” Cadet Ward said as he raised his arm about
shoulder height.
“And slowly, six months later I was able to go
like that,” he said, showing a full range of motion in
his arm.
The injury was serious enough to put Cadet
Ward on a medical convalescent status for two years.
He was reinstated as a cadet in good standing June 1,
2005, and is now a junior.
As scary as the incident was, Cadet Ward
remained in high spirits and contributes his attitude
to his full recovery.
“When my injury came, I dealt with it pretty
good I would say. I always knew I’d be able to move
my arm again, despite what multiple doctors or
anyone else told me, I always had the best outlook on
life I guess. And I knew, no matter what, I would live
a happy life,” he said.

After returning to the academy, Cadet Ward still
wanted to play rugby but found that even after
suffering his debilitating injury, he couldn’t change
his aggressive style of playing so he decided to hang
up his cleats.
Cadet Ward now heads out to the rugby pitch not
as a player, but this time as a coach.
Rugby head coach Capt. John McQuade is
comfortable with having Cadet Ward as a coach.

Photo by 1st Lt. John Ross

Cadet 1st Class Marc Ward instructs members of the men’s rugby team about finding gaps in an opponent’s defense during an evening practice.

Military personnel,
it’s our duty to get you
the biggest refund
Get the maximum refund, guaranteed. You got people.
From basic training to tours of duty, your people
at H&R Block understand how hard you work for
your money — and they know how to help you
keep more of what you earn.
Military personnel may be excluded from capital
gains on the sale of their homes if they haven’t lived
there for two of the past ﬁve years. When on active
duty, you also receive special beneﬁts exempt from
tax, including living allowance, family travel beneﬁts,
legal assistance, medical and dental care, and more.
Combat pay and expenses related to reserve drills
may also qualify for special tax beneﬁts.

At H&R Block, we specialize in ﬁnding deductions
in hundreds of everyday occupations. That’s why
H&R Block offers the Maximum Refund Guarantee.
Your people will get you the maximum refund
you’re entitled to, or your tax preparation is free.*
Come in today and get every deduction you deserve.
For additional locations, call 1-800-HRBLOCK
or visit hrblock.com

*If, due to H&R Block’s error on your return, you’re entitled to a larger refund (or smaller tax liability) than what we calculated, we’ll refund your tax preparation fee for that return. At participating locations. Refund claims must be made during calendar year
in which tax return is prepared. © 2006 H&R Block Services, Inc.
EH21FC21

$

25 off

Bring in this coupon and
get a discount on your tax
preparation service when
you visit H&R Block.

2006 tax return
for new H&R Block clients

Valid at participating U.S. ofﬁces. Void if sold, purchased or transferred, and where
prohibited. Must be presented prior to completion of initial tax ofﬁce interview and
may not be combined with any other offer or discount. Valid only for tax prep fees for
an original income tax return. New client only. A new client is a person who did not use
H&R Block ofﬁce services to prepare their prior year tax return. Expires 4/16/2007.

“Cadet Ward has been a tremendous savior for
me. As someone just taking over a program, he was
initially a player and decided he wanted to move into
the coaching realm,” he said. “He provides that sort
of cadet link between me and the other cadet
players.”
It’s leadership characteristics like the ones Cadet
Ward demonstrates, that will lend themselves to his
future Air Force career.

Code: 85630

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:
Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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326 Main St. Security 392-6113
326 Main St. Secuirty 392-6113
6530
S. Academy Blvd. 527-0681
3123
S.S.Academy
390-4545
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Blvd. 527-0681
3123 S.
1821
S.Academy
Nevada Blvd.
Ave. 390-4545
471-8596
1821 S. Nevada Ave. 471-8596
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382-4721
6881 Mesa Ridge PKy 382-4721
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Cadet triumphs over personal tragedy
By Tech. Sgt. Steve German
Air Force News Agency

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. (AFNEWS)
— As part of a church group, Cadet 2nd Class Erik
Mirandette felt a need to help other people. His
journey would take him more than two years and
9,000 miles across the African continent — a journey
that would cost him more than time and distance.
“It was a sense of restlessness that I wanted to
make a difference. You see on TV the situations overseas and specifically for me in Africa, and just this
desire to become involved to make a difference for
somebody other than myself,” said Cadet Mirandette,
during a presentation at the National Character and
Leadership Symposium here in February.
With the help of his brother, Alex, and two
friends, Cadet Mirandette traveled across the continent delivering medicine to small towns that needed
it. But, it was near the end of their journey, in Cairo,
Egypt, that their trip took a tragic turn. A crowded
marketplace was the setting for a terrorist attack that
nearly killed him.
“Approaching us came this guy, about 18 years
old, with a bucket clenched to his chest,” Cadet
Mirandette recalled. “Inside the bucket, forensics
teams would tells us later that there was the equivalent of about 20 kilos of TNT blanketed with nails.
He blew himself up about 10 feet away from me.”
Cadet Mirandette described the chaos that
followed.
“The moments after that are just utter hell,” he
said. “There’s a cloud of choking smoke that fills the
air. Body parts strewn all over the ground. You’re
laying in the street naked. Most of my clothes had

Photo by 1st Lt. John Ross

Cadet 2nd Class Erik Mirandette was a guest speaker at the 14th Annual National Character and
Leadership Symposium at the Academy Feb. 23-25. Cadet Mirandette was injured in a terrorist bombing in Cairo, Egypt, while on a humanitarian mission delivering medicine to small towns across Africa.
The bombing killed his younger brother, Alex.

been blown off. My body doesn’t work, the nerves in
my leg had been severed. Half of my left arm was
blown off, hundreds of nails sticking out of my arms
and legs and head. It’s a pretty nasty situation.”
The scars he carries don’t compare to the loss he
suffered.
“Then I looked for my brother,” he said.
But his brother didn’t make it.

Despite losing roughly 65 percent of the back of
his left arm and still carrying some of the nails in his
body, Cadet Mirandette returned to the Academy with
a new passion — one to put such attacks to an end.
“I’m trying to go for OSI,” he said. “If I don’t
get that, I’m going to try and go into intelligence and
hopefully put some of this experience to work to
prevent similar attacks on good people.”
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Legal office closed April 6
The Academy legal office will be
closed April 6 from 12:30 – 3 p.m. for an
official function. For emergency support
during this time, call the command center
at 333-6249. They will contact the on-call
representative.

Operation Purple Camp
The National Military Family
Association is sponsoring an Operation
Purple Camp where children ages 7-16
whose parent have or will be deployed
anytime during May 2006 to August 2008
will camp July 25-31 at the Farish
Recreation Area.
The camp is open to all sister services. Activities include geo-caching, horseback riding, archery, paddle boats, fishing,
rock climbing and mountain biking to
name a few. For more information or to
register, go to www.operationpurple.org.

Academy volunteers honored
The Academy will honor volunteers

CADET CHAPEL
No services Mar. 25 or Apr. 1 – Spring Break

Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Weekday
Mon., Tues., Thurs. - 6:45 a.m.
Wednesday
Catholic Adoration - 6 p.m.
Mass - 7 p.m.

Protestant Services:
Sunday
Traditional - 9 a.m.
Contemporary - 10:30 a.m.
Inspirational Worship* - Noon
Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 p.m.
Buddhist Worship 6:30 p.m. Wed (All Faiths Room)
Muslim Prayer
Fridays - Noon - Muslim Prayer Room
(Chapel Basement)

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday
Catholic Mass - 11:30 a.m.
Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday
Liturgical - 5:30 p.m.
For more information, call 333-3300.

who share their time and talents during
National Volunteer Week April 15-21. A
special volunteer recognition awards ceremony will be held April 20 from 3-4:30
p.m. at the officer’s club. Light hors
d’oeuvres will be served. For more information or nomination packages which are
due March 30, call Jeannie Lopez at
333-3168 or 3444.

Contract positions available
The community center chapel has
this Appropriated Fund Contract Positions
available: Protestant traditional music
coordinator, Protestant religious education coordinator and Catholic religious
education coordinator. For information or
to obtain a Statement of Work for any of
the above positions, contact the chapel at
333-3300. Resumes and sealed bids
should be submitted to Mike Slocum,
333-6081, by June 30.

Teen job search, resume
workshop
The Academy Airman and Family
Readiness Flight will host a teen job
search and resume workshop Tuesday
and Wednesday from 3-5 p.m. Teens must
attend both days in the flight’s classroom.
The workshop is open to dependent
children of active duty, retiree, Reservists
and Department of Defense civilians
only. Class size is limited. Minimum age
for attendees is 14. To register or for
more information, call 333-3444.

Commissary student
employment
The commissary is accepting applications for the student temporary employment program. Information on how to
apply can be picked up at the commissary.

Distinguished Service Award
nominees sought
The Academy is seeking nominations
for the 2007 Air Force Academy
Distinguished Service Award. Established
in February 1999, it’s presented annually
by the superintendent to a military person,
civilian or group, whose unofficial contributions had a distinct impact on the morale
or well-being of the Academy. Any individual or group who has contributed
significantly and directly to the morale or

well-being of the Academy through the
generous donation of time, resources or
influence is eligible.
Nominations must be submitted no
later than April 1 to:
HQ USAFA/CMA
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3200
USAF Academy CO 80840-5002
All packages should include: a single
page with biographical data to include
name, rank (if military), organization or
company, telephone number and mailing
address, plus a typed narrative justification, not to exceed one page, describing
the nominee’s accomplishments.
Last year’s winner was the Academy
Top 3.
For more information, call Mr. Steve
Simon at 333-8827.

Adoption workshop and
information fair
The area military installations will
sponsor an adoption workshop and information fair April 24 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Armed Services YMCA located at
2190 Jet Wing Drive in Colorado Springs.
For more information or to register, call
333-3444.

Banquet tickets on sale
Tickets for the 2006 Academy Annual
Awards Banquet are on sale from unit
first sergeants. The April 5 event starts at
6 p.m. with a social hour at the officers’
club. The theme is “Honoring Heritage …
Forging New Horizons.” The meal will
feature London broil, herb roasted chicken
or a vegetarian plate and dessert. The
price for club members is $23.45 and for
nonmembers $25.45. Attire is mess dress
or semi-formal for military and the formal
equivalent for civilians.

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL

March 25 & April 1
No Religious Education – Spring Break
April 1, Palm Sunday
Saturday - 5 p.m. - Catholic Mass
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass
Regular Protestant Worship Schedule
HOLY WEEK
April 5
7 p.m. - Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7 p.m. - Protestant Maundy Thursday Service
April 6, Good Friday
5 p.m. - Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
(Catholic)
5 p.m. - Ecumenical Tenebrae Service
April 7
5 p.m. - Protestant Contemporary Service
8 p.m. - Catholic Easter Vigil
April 8, Easter
6 a.m. - Protestant Sunrise Service

junior ranking Airmen with free clothing,
furniture, appliances and more. Paid childcare is available for volunteers. The attic
is open Tuesdays and Thursdays from
noon to 4 p.m. To volunteer, call Cassie
Nordin at 472-7923 and leave a message.

Documentary open to all
The 21st Services Squadron hosts
“BRATS: Our Journey Home” April 18
at 6:30 p.m. at the Peterson Air Force
Base auditorium. The free viewing of the
documentary is open to Defense
Department employees. The film documents the unique childhoods of family
members who grew up in a military family
and the struggles to fit into mainstream
America when they had spent most of
their childhood in other parts of the world.
The filmmaker will be on hand to answer
questions after the show. For more information, call Margie Arnold at 556-4598.

Earth Day volunteers
Volunteers are needed to help clean
areas of Garden of the Gods, 30th Street
and Mesa Park. People will be assigned
to different work details in various areas.
The event is April 21 beginning at 8:30
a.m. For more information, call Senior
Master Sgt. Keith Roche at 554-3353.

Nurses group offers
continuing education

Academy special observance committees need project officers and members
for Holocaust: “Days of Remembrance”
April 15 and Asian Pacific Islander
Heritage Month in May. To help, call
the military equal opportunity office at
333-4258.

The Non-Practicing and Part-Time
Nurses’ Association present a program
titled “Sleep Apnea and Narcolepsy” April
4 from 7-9:15 p.m. at the YMCA Garden
Ranch Center, 2380 Montebello Drive
West. The speaker will be Timothy
Rummel. Two continuing education
contact hours will be given. For more
information, call Betty Lou Avinger at
599-7588 or Jean Sanger at 592-9311.

Attic volunteers sought

Volunteers needed

Cultural programs need
support

Volunteers are needed to keep the
Academy Airman’s Attic open. It helps

WORSHIP SCHEDULE LENT,
EASTER AND PASSOVER
Wednesdays, through March 28
11:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass & Protestant
Devotions
Noon - Ecumenical Lenten Luncheons

Academy Spirit
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Eisenhower Room, Golf Course
8 a.m. - Protestant Traditional Service
9:30 a.m. - Easter Sunday Catholic Mass and
Brunch
11 a.m. - Protestant Gospel Service
No Religious Education

CADET CHAPEL
April 2, Passover
6-9 p.m. - Passover Seder
HOLY WEEK
April 5
6 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Protestant Service
6 p.m. - Holy Thursday Mass
April 6
6 p.m. - Good Friday Catholic Service
6 p.m. - Good Friday Protestant Service
April 8, Easter
Catholic
10 a.m. - Catholic Mass

Protestant
9 a.m. - Traditional Worship
10:30 a.m. - Contemporary Worship
Noon - Inspirational Worship

Starsmore Discovery Center in North
Cheyenne Canon Park needs volunteers
who want to assist with sales, school
programs, hikes, trail building and maintenance, the climbing wall and other public
programs. A four-hour commitment per
week is preferred. Spring training dates
are April 10 and May 22 from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. For more information, call
385-6089.

On line tax help available
Military OneSource provides income
tax preparation help with H&R Block’s Tax
Cut Basic Online live. Additional phones
are manned to walk callers through the
process. Call anytime at 1-800-342-9647
or access www.militaryonesource.com.

Restoring Global Health
Colorado College presents Allan
Savory, founder of Holistic Management
International, to discuss how interactions
with living systems affect global health.
Thurs., March 29, 7:30 p.m. Call 389-6603
for more information.
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Academy Airmen renew sister-city ties
By Master Sgt. Daniel Nathaniel
376th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

MANAS AIR BASE, Kyrgyzstan — Airmen
from the base, representing the city of Colorado
Springs, Colo., paid a visit to the mayor of its
Sister City, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, March 14.
The meeting, which included Ms. Marie
Yovanovitch, U.S. ambassador to the Kyrgyz
Republic, took place as a renewal of cultural ties
established between the two cities in 1994.
The purpose of the Sister City concept is to
promote peace through mutual respect, understanding and cooperation - one individual, one
community at a time.
Major Scott Suckow, 376th Expeditionary
Medical Group and a delegation of fellow Airmen
deployed from the Air Force Academy, presented a
letter and gifts on behalf of the Honorable Lionel
Rivera, mayor of Colorado Springs to the
Honorable Arstankbek Nogoyev, mayor of Bishkek.
Mayor Rivera sent a coffee table picture book
about Colorado and a Colorado-themed pen.
Mayor Nogoyev, in turn, presented to the
Airmen, a piece of Kyrgyz art work as a gift for
Mayor Rivera.
The mayor expressed his pleasure in the
renewal of ties between the two cities and his
interest in visiting Colorado Springs in the near
future.
He also extended an invitation to Mayor Rivera
to visit Bishkek.
The road to this meeting began when Major

Photos by Master Sgt. Daniel Nathaniel

Bishkek Mayor Arstankbek Nogoyev presents to Maj. Scott Suckow, 376th Expeditionary Medical
Group, a gift for Colorado Springs Mayor Lionel Rivera. Major Suckow is deployed from the Academy’s
10th Medical Group.

Suckow was informed that he was being sent here.
After doing research regarding the local area
around the base, he discovered Colorado Springs
and Bishkek are Sister Cities.

He also discovered the relationship had been
dormant in recent years.
He then contacted the local Sister Cities
International council which recommended he work
with local Bishkek city officials at renewing ties.
He was able to do this with help from the U.S.
Embassy and Mr. Urmatek Kadyrkulov, Director of
the Office of International Relations.
With the renewal of ties, both cities are now
working together on an initial project to foster relations between each other’s school children through
a pen pal program.
Sister Cities International is a nonprofit citizen
diplomacy network that creates and strengthens
partnerships between United States and international communities. SCI strives to build global
cooperation at the municipal level, promote
cultural understanding and stimulate economic
development.
Maj. Scott Suckow, 376th Expeditionary
Medical Group, presents a special Air Force
Academy coin on behalf of his fellow Airmen to
Mr. Urmatek Kadyrkulov, Director of the Office
of International Relations, for his help with
renewing Sister City ties between Bishkek and
Colorado Springs.

Y
0Q








6QFC[ ;QW

Don’t miss out on a single issue
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Recognition: a physical
By Cadet 2nd Class Christin Hart
Cadet Wing Public Affairs

Cadet Squadron 1’s Cadet 4th Class Diana Wong was
led blindfolded into the Squadron Assembly Room with
three other classmates.
They were allowed to take their class-colored scarves
off, and she was faced with a flag-draped coffin, several
“civilians” dressed in black, a display on the projector
screen of her picture and her birth and death dates.
It is a ritual, a rite of passage long known for grisly
gallows humor.
“It wasn’t scary because it was my funeral but
because I was thinking of my brother,” said the cadet
from Yigo, Guam. “He’s enlisted in the Air Force and
he’s about to deploy to Iraq with an Army unit.”
For her and hundreds of other freshman cadets the
word “Recognition” took on new meaning as a timehonored Academy tradition rolled out March 15 through
Saturday.
“It no longer just meant being recognized as a
member of the Cadet Wing, but also the realization we
may be going off to war,” she said.
Recognition is the annual culminating event that
provides cadets with an Officer Development System
experience to ready them to lead Airmen and become
accepted as part of the cadet wing.
The weekend was packed with different types of
training led by the upper three classes, which pushed
each fourth class cadet to his or her limits.
The assault course proved to be a physical and
mental challenge with a take-the-hill race in which cadets
carried tackle bags up and down a hill. A bear crawl race
measured speed and agility while a low crawl course
tested their ability to evade an enemy. Shuttle sprints
focused on a cadet’s performance compared to classmates.
The Academy Tour hit home for the freshmen as they
absorbed the Air Force heritage displays on the Terrazzo,
the flat marching area including the class crest wall,
static aircraft displays, graduate memorial, eagle and
fledgling statue, honor wall and spirit hill. This intrinsic
reflection instilled the customs, traditions and heritage of
the Air Force and the Academy.
A leadership course gave the fourth classmen a
chance to lead and work as a team. The medium stress
Chutes and Ladders course bestowed physical exercise
tasks and previous knowledge and heritage on an already
exhausted Class of 2010.
Saturday morning featured a morning inspection and
personal appearance in-ranks inspection to measure
attention to detail, followed by the Run to the Rock.
Before the freshmen trekked out to the looming rock
formation with the firstie class, they found their rooms
totally demolished by the seniors who had “SLAMI-ed”
the four-degree rooms.
The Run to the Rock conjured up memories for
Cadet 1st Class Amanda Reed of Winter Park, Fla.
“I thought, ‘Where did the time go?’,” Cadet Reed
said. “It felt like just yesterday that I was running to the
rock as a four degree. It really hit home that I am about
to graduate.”
Thuds, grunts and barely-contained laughter of upper
classmen floated down the dimly lit hallways causing the
fourth class cadets of Cadet Squadron 2 to smile as they
exited the unit’s sixth theme room.
The theme rooms of 2010’s Recognition were a
welcome break to the fatigued four degrees.
“They were awesome,” exclaimed Cadet 4th Class
Meagan Kuchan. “I especially liked the Prisoner of War
Room and the Alcohol Room.”
Squadron 2 used a unique approach to the reflection
room this year, sending the four degrees into a room with
two upperclassmen drinking beer and the aftermath of
getting “caught” by an Academy military trainer, air
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and mental challenge

Photo by Dennis Rogers

Recognition pushed each
fourth class cadet to the limit.

Photo by Mike Kaplan

Photo by Mike Kaplan

Cadet 3rd Class Cullen Curry has a discussion with
4th class cadets during the Academy’s time-honored Recognition activities.

Photo by Dennis Rogers

Recognition granted
Photo by Danny Meyer

Photo by Dennis Rogers

Fourth class cadets underwent a Saturday morning inspection during
Recognition.

Academy Commandant Brig. Gen. Susan Desjardins joins cadets in the
Run to the Rock during the final phases of Recognition.

officer commanding, or even Group 1’s AOC.
Cadets had grime-covered faces in the POW room.
Cadet 4th Class Masha Scheglov from Los Angeles
suspects the memory of the interrogation room will last a
lifetime.
“There were times I felt a little anxious about not
knowing what to expect, but in the end, it was all well
worth it,” she said. “I felt a sense of importance and
meaning in what I was doing and definitely felt a sense
of accomplishment and personal pride.”
There were lighter parts of Recognition to add to the
sweat and fatigue.
Cadet 3rd Class Ashley Maddox’s roommate is a
swimmer in amazing shape.
“During recognition, the four degrees were really
impressed by her and her amazing ability to keep up with
— and even out-do all the guys — including during
diamond push-ups,” said Cadet Maddox, from Temecla,
Calif. “A prior enlisted preppy stopped mid squats to say
‘Man, Cadet (3rd Class Lakin) Stogner, you’re a beast!’”
She just laughed, not even sweating, and continued on.”
The culminating event finally arrived after a tedious
and exhausting weekend. The Prop and Wings ceremony
symbolized their recognition as cadet wing members and

the completion of Recognition.
Each individual four degree was called down the
dark hallway lined with upperclassmen rendering salutes
to those fourth class cadets named with a resounding
“Recognition granted” bellowed to the squadron. A stark
“Recognition denied” was called after the names of
freshmen who washed out during the year, emphasizing
what a feat each Recognized member of the Class of
2010 has accomplished. Each passing member of Class
2010 received a set of Prop and Wings to wear on their
flight caps with the upper three cadet classes.
Cadet 4th Class Andrea Brichacek of Cadet
Squadron 6 fondly recalls the whispers of “Good job,
Brichacek” as she passed by the first alcove of upperclassmen who saluted her. “I couldn’t help but walk tall
... even as short as I am.”
The transition of fourth classmen to upper class
status, of successfully meeting the expected military
training requirements and preparing to continue the fouryear sojourn and rigors, ended Saturday evening.
Individual squadron ceremonies and a wing-wide celebratory evening meal complete with new freshman privileges and a free night pass for all cadets was granted by
the commandant.

Photo by Denis Rogers

Cadets arrive at the Run to the Rock during fast-paced Recognition activities.

16
Arena
Football schedule set
The 2007 Falcon football
schedule was released Tuesday
by the Mountain West
Conference.
Sep. 1 South Carolina St. noon
Sep. 8 at Utah 4 p.m.
Sep. 13 TCU 6 p.m.
Sep. 22 at BYU 1 p.m.
Oct. 6 at Navy 11 a.m.
Oct. 13 UNLV 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 Wyoming noon
Oct. 25 at New Mexico 7 p.m.
Nov. 3 Army 1:30 p.m.
Nov.10 at Notre dame 12:30
p.m.
Nov.17 San Diego St. noon

Wrestlers honored
Sophomore
Stephen
Crozier was named Tuesday to
the 2007 Western Wrestling
Conference All-Academic
Team. Kurt Spranger and
Andrw Tiegeler were selected
to the WWC Commissioner’s
Honor Roll. Crozier joined
sophomore Jacob Devlin on
the WWC All-Conference
team. Both are third-team
selections

Rogers rates with
MPSF
Sophomore
Abigail
Rogers was named Mountain
Pacific Sports Federation
Gymnast of the Week by the
Collegiate
Gymnastics
Association Tuesday. It’s her
first honor.

Korte collects kudo
Senior thrower Olivia
Korte was named Wednesday
the
Mountain
West
Conference Women’s Outdoor
Track and Field Athlete of the
Week. It’s her second honor.
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Start
spreading
the news
Photo by Danny Meyer

Falcons reach NIT
final four in NYC
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

Air Force handily won its first two
games in the National Invitation
Tournament, but had to survive a nail biter
to advance to the semifinals.
Jacob Burtschi’s lay up with 7.7
seconds left was the game winner as the
Falcons held on for a 52-51 win over
DePaul Wednesday in front of an ear-splitting, near capacity crowd of 5,672 at Clune
Arena and a national television audience
on ESPN2.
Burtschi’s bucket was his only score
after halftime.
“I was finally able to make a shot in
the second half, thank goodness,” Burtschi
said. “I didn’t care that I went 0-for-7 until
that last shot because that’s the most important one.”
The outcome was in doubt until Blue
Demon Draelon Burns, who led all scorers
with 18 points, including five 3-pointers,
missed a three off the rim from the corner
at the buzzer.
The miss triggered a flood of fans
onto the court to celebrate the biggest win
in the history of Academy basketball.
West Region No. 1 seed Air Force
moves on to the NIT final four against
South Region top seed Clemson of the
Atlantic Coast Conference in New York
City’s Madison Square Garden Tuesday.
The Tigers advanced by beating Syracuse,

74-70, at home.
“Our guys are incredible, their will,
desire and dedication are incredible,” Air
Force head coach Jeff Bzdelik said. “I’m
so happy for them and our fans to get
rewarded like this.”
Air Force (26-8) eliminated Austin
Peay, 75-51, and Georgia, 83-52, both at
Clune, prior to its quarterfinal victory
over DePaul (20-14) from the Big East
Conference.
The Falcons and Blue Demons traded
baskets throughout much of the first half
until Air Force center Nick Welch’s lay
up gave his team a 29-26 halftime lead.
A 3-pointer by Wilson Chandler
capped a 15-5 DePaul run to open the
second half and gave the visitors from
Chicago their biggest lead of the game, 4134, with 13:48 to play.
Air Force battled back
with a 7-0 run to tie
matters. A 3-pointer and a
pair of free throws by
point guard Matt McCraw
fueled the rally that rejuvenated his team and the
crowd.
“We could have
thrown in the towel,” said
McCraw who f inished
with a team-high 13 points
as
did
Burtschi.
“Sometimes teams fold.
But, this team has too
much heart.”
Welch and Dan
Nwaelele added 10 points
apiece.

The Falcons are honoring the six air
and space expeditionary wings in the Air
Force by wearing patches from each unit
on their uniforms.
“The Air Force, and the military as a
whole, gets a boost from us and we get a
boost from them. It goes hand in hand,”
McCraw said. “I respect them a lot and
anything we can do to help them get
through the day is something I want to be
a part of.”
DePaul head coach Jerry Wainwright
put the game into perspective.
“This is a special time at any service
academy,” Wainwright said. “Deep down
our guys know we’re at war. These (Air
Force) kids have made a commitment to
represent us as servicemen and they may
have to fight. My hat’s off to Jeff and his
kids.”

Falcons at home
Baseball
San Diego St., Friday, 2 p.m.;
Saturday, noon, Falcon Field
Women’s Gymnastics
Denver, Monday, 6 p.m., West
Gym

Scoreboard
INTERCOLLEGIATE
Men’s Basketball
March 19 at AFA
NIT West Regional Second Round
#1 Falcons 83 #4 Georgia 52
March 21 at AFA
NIT West Regional Quarterfinal
#1 Falcons 52 #3 DePaul 51

Hockey
March 16 at Rochester, N.Y.
AHA Final Four Semifinal
Falcons 5 (OT) Sacred Heart 4
Photos by Joel Strayer

March 17 at Rochester, N.Y.
AHA Final Four Championship
Falcons 6
Army 1

Falcon forward Dan Nwaelele eyes a path past DePaul’s Sammy Mejia.
Nwaelele scored 10 points in Air Force’s 52-51 win.

Falcon forward Jacob Burtschi drives against
DePaul. His bucket with 7.7 seconds left gave Air
Force a 52-51 win.
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Cinderella
wears skates
AF first academy
team in NCAA
hockey tourney
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

With their season less than
a minute from ending on a losing
note March 16 at the Blue Cross
Arena in Rochester, N.Y., the
Air Force Falcons said not on our
watch.
Team
captain
Billy
Devoney’s extra-attacker goal
with 54 seconds left tied top
seed Sacred Heart at four at the
end of regulation. At 8:04 of
overtime, Josh Print’s deflection gave the bluesuiters a
dramatic 5-4 come-from-behind
victory and a berth in Saturday’s
Atlantic Hockey Association
Final Four Tournament Championship game.
In the title tilt, Andrew
Ramsey and Josh Frider each
scored twice and freshman goaltender Andrew Volkening made
23 saves as the Falcons routed
service academy rival Army,
6-1.
Air Force’s 11 goals were
scored against the league’s top
two goaltenders.
The Falcons storybook postseason earned them their first
ever conference championship,

(in their first year in the AHA)
and a place in collegiate hockey
history as the first service
academy to clinch a bid in the
NCAA Championship tournament.
“It was a magical weekend
the way things fell into place,”
Air Force head coach Frank
Serratore said. “I thought going
in we may be a team of destiny,
especially after beating Sacred
Heart, but I was afraid to say it.
Our team is doing well because
they’re playing together.”
Air Force (19-15-5) is riding
the crest of a season-high sixgame winning streak.
The No. 4 seed Falcons face
off against perennial power
Minnesota, the Western
Collegiate Hockey Association
champion, and the West Region’s
No. 1 seed, Saturday at 1:30
p.m., in Denver’s Pepsi Center.
“There’s no doubt we’re the
underdog. Minnesota is a powerhouse every year,” said Falcon
Mike Phillipich, whose two
goals and three assists earned the
sophomore right wing the AHA
Tournament Most Valuable
Player award. “We’ve played
good teams very close. We aren’t
going to look at them (Minnesota) any different.”
The Golden Gophers (30-93) are the second-ranked team
in the nation. The other half of

Scoreboard
Lacrosse
March 17 at Lewisburg, Pa.
#11 Bucknell 8
Falcons 3

Baseball
March 16-18 at Fort Worth, Texas
#28 TCU 6-10-7
Falcons 0-2-2

Men’s Tennis
March 19 at AFA
Falcons 7

Rhode Island 0

Women’s Tennis
March 16 at AFA
Falcons 6
Falcons 7
Photo by Mike Kaplan

Falcon winger Mike Phillipich, shown fending off James
Sixsmith of Holy Cross, was the AHA Final Four Tournament
MVP.

the West Region bracket has
Michigan (26-13-1) playing
North Dakota (22-13-5)
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. The three
programs have combined for 57
Frozen Four appearances and
have won 21 of 59 national collegiate titles.
“It’s a monster field with
those three teams and the hometown Cinderella (Falcons),”
Serratore said. “Our resume
shows in a one-game deal we can
be a scary opponent. We played
some very good teams this
season, Colorado College,
Denver, Notre Dame and outshot them all. We’ve shown we
can skate with the big dogs.”
The West Regional sports
the nation’s top four scorers –
Michigan’s T.J. Hensick,
Falcons’ junior center Eric Ehn,
Michigan’s Kevin Porter and
North Dakota’s Ryan Duncan.

Hensick, Ehn and Duncan are
finalists for the Hobey Baker
Award, given to the nation’s top
player.
Saturday’s West Region
semifinal winners face off
Sunday at 4 p.m., with the
winner advancing to the 2007
NCAA Frozen Four at the
Scottrade Center in St. Louis,
Mo., April 5 and 7.
“The NCAA Tournament is
high stakes poker,” Serratore
said. “We’re gonna get Minnesota’s best game on Saturday,
but they’re going to get ours as
well.”
Off the ice: Ehn and
Ramsey were honored at the
AHA banquet March 15. Ehn
was named the league’s player
of the year and earned first-team
all-conference honors while
Ramsey was a second-team allAHA selection.

Ehn named Hobey Baker finalist

Butler 1
CSU-Pueblo 0

Golf
March 20 at Goodyear, Ariz.
Ron Moore Invitational
Falcons 299-295-292=886 (+22,
15th)

Men’s Gymnastics
March 17 at Lincoln, Neb.
#10 Nebraska 207.750
#16 Falcons 190.100

Women’s Gymnastics
March 18 at AFA
Cal-Berkely 191.600
Falcons 185.600

Track and Field
March 17 at Boulder, Colo.
Potts Invitational
200-meter dash
Travis Picou, 21.04, 1st
Javelin throw
Harmon Gage, 191’6”, 1st
400-meter hurdles
John Payne, 55.26, 1st
Discus throw
Kirk Devine, 169’7”, 1st
Shot put
Olivia Korte, 45’7 ¾”, 1st
Discus Throw
Olivia Korte, 167’2”, 1st

Swimming & Diving
March 18 at Minneapolis, Minn.
NCAA Men’s Championships
1650 yard freestyle
Chris Knaute, 15:20.86, 21st
500 free, 21st; 400 IM, 17th

INTRAMURAL
Volleyball

By Dave Toller
Athletic Media Relations

Air Force junior Eric Ehn has been
selected as a finalist for the Hobey Baker
Memorial Award, college hockey’s most
prestigious individual honor.
A center from Dexter, Mich., Ehn has
led the nation in scoring 14 of the previous
17 weeks. He’s tallied 1.62 points per game
with 63 points on 24 goals and 39 assists
in 39 games. He ranks seventh in the nation
in goals and second in assists. He leads the
Atlantic Hockey Association in goals, assists,
points, shots (160) and plus/minus (+28).
Ehn is the first Air Force player ever
selected as a finalist for the award and is
the first service academy hockey player
ever selected for the Hobey, which was first
awarded in 1981 to Minnesota’s Neal Broten.
Ehn is just the fourth player to be chosen
who is not a member of one of the four major
conferences and just the second AHA player.
A two-time AHA Offensive Player of
the Week, Ehn has scored in 30 of the 39
games and has eight multiple-goal games
and 17 multiple-point games. He’s the first
Falcon to score more than 60 points in 27
years. His 39 assists are the most by a
Falcon in 30 years.

Ehn set a new AHA record for points
in a season in conference games with 45.
Entering the AHA Final Four, Ehn
ranked fifth on the CSTV.com Hobey Baker
poll and was the No. 4 vote-getter in the fan
voting at www.HobeyBaker.com.
Off the ice he was an academic allconference selection in 2005-06 as a systems
engineering management major and maintains a 3.00 GPA carrying 36 credits in two
semesters this season. He spent last summer
attending Operation Air Force at Hill Air
Force Base, Utah, to experience the operational Air Force and worked Basic Cadet
Training to prepare the incoming Class of
2010 for the school year.
The top 10 Hobey finalists advance to
the selection committee, composed of print
and electronic media, NHL scouts, the
American Hockey Coaches Association
and a USA Hockey representative. The top
three vote-getters from the committee
comprise the “Hobey Hat Trick,” to be
announced Wednesday. No AHA player has
ever made it that far.
This year’s Hobey Baker award
announcement will be televised nationally
on ESPNU April 6 at 5 p.m., MT, as part
of Friday Night at the Frozen Four.
Hobey Baker was a standout hockey and

football player at Princeton and a fighter pilot
in World War I. Before returning from
France, he was killed at the age of 26 while
testing a repaired aircraft in 1918.

Team
W
L
AD
3
0
CW
3
1
DFL
3
1
DRU
5
2
DFF
2
1
MDG
2
2
CES/J&J
2
3
306 FTG
1
3
*Prep/DF
0
8
*Forfeited from league
(Teams to play Prep awarded forfeit wins)
March 20
DRU 16, 25, 15

MDG 25, 21, 10

Bowling

Photo by Mike Kaplan

Winning face offs has been a strength
of Hobey Baker finalist Eric Ehn all
season.

Thru March 19
Team
AFA Pool #2
DFC
DFMS
Retirees
DFBL
MDSS
Cadets
Comm
MSG/LGR #2
Services
NSSI
Prep School
DF
CES/CEJ
MSG/LGC
AFA Pool #1
DRU
SFS
MSG/LGR #1
HQ USAFA

W
159
140
123
122
116
114
113
112
110
107
105
102
99
97
95
94
92
88
86
84

L
57
76
93
94
100
102
103
104
106
109
111
114
117
119
121
122
124
128
130
132

Pins
82361
79870
79248
80206
76682
78436
78808
78534
79071
79290
75591
77643
77163
78533
78543
78395
78611
76967
78080
65832
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10
10
days ways
Limited time,
unprecedented savings
from Richmond American Homes!
Choose your very own combination of up to 10 PACKAGE OPTIONS AT
NO ADDITIONAL COST to make your dream home move-in ready! *

Hurry, oﬀer ends April 1st and is valid on quick move-in homes.
Visit 10days10ways.com for available package options and upgrades.

Appliance package
Oven/stove
Dishwasher
Microwave
Refrigerator

Closing cost assistance
Home technology package
Window coverings

$1 earnest money deposit**
Master bedroom closet organizer

Enhanced rear patio
or extended deck
Air conditioning
Upgraded ﬂooring
Garage door opener

Richmond American proudly supports our military personnel with astounding value at 14 Colorado Springs communities!

KING’S DEER
Coming soon!
888-402-HOME
TRAILS END
From the mid $200s
I-25 to Baptist Road, west
to Old Denver Highway,
north to Sales Center.
719-488-2616
VILLAGE CENTER ESTATES
From the upper $200s
I-25 to Highway 105, east
to Knollwood Drive, south
to Sales Center.
719-487-8359

VILLAGE CENTER
HIGHLANDS
From the low $200s
I-25 to Highway 105, east
to Knollwood Drive, south
to Sales Center.
719-487-8359
GREY HAWK
From the low $200s & mid $300s
I-25 to Gleneagle Drive, east
on Gleneagle Drive/Northgate
Boulevard, south on Grey Hawk
Drive to Sales Center.
719-481-3852

WILDWOOD RIDGE
From the mid $200s & low $300s
I-25 to the Interquest Parkway exit,
east to Voyager, north to Ramtrom
Drive, east to Sales Center.
719-487-3296
WILDWOOD AT NORTHGATE
From the upper $100s
I-25 to Interquest Parkway,
east to Voyager Parkway/Highway
83, north to Jet Stream Drive, east
to Sales Center.
719-488-4507
FOREST MEADOWS
Coming soon!
888-402-HOME

STETSON RIDGE
HIGHLANDS
From the upper $100s
Powers Boulevard to Stetson Hills
Boulevard, east to Antelope Ridge
Drive, north to Sales Center.
719-570-7247

FALCON RIDGE
AT SPRINGS RANCH
From the upper $100s
Powers to Barnes Road, east to
Desert Varnish Drive, south to
Sales Center.
719-637-3784

TURNING LEAF
AT WILLOWIND
From the upper $100s
Woodmen Road to Marksheffel,
south to Barnes Road, west to
Antelope Ridge Drive, north to
Sales Center.
719-597-4824

FALCON TERRACE AT
SPRINGS RANCH
From the upper $100s
North Carefree Circle East, past
Peterson Road to Springs Ranch
Drive, north to Sales Center.
719-574-0810

CLAREMONT RANCH
From the upper $100s
Powers to Constitution,
east to Springside Drive,
south to Sales Center.
719-573-8095
SIERRA SPRINGS
From the mid $100s
South on Academy Boulevard
past Astrozon, east on Sierra
Sun Drive to Sales Center.
719-638-1574

888-402-HOME
10days10ways.com • RichmondAmerican.com
*Offer valid for new buyers on new contracts executed on or after March 23, 2007 and on or before April 1, 2007 on homes that close on or before April 30, 2007. Availability, value and composition of package options may vary by community, plan, elevation, location and/or stage of construction, and whether customer elects
to obtain financing from HomeAmerican Mortgage Corporation and insurance from American Home Insurance Agency, Inc. Maximum value of some individual options or option packages is limited and may be subject to legal limits. Upgrades may apply to select features or areas of the home and/or lot. Package options
may be installed after closing. Air conditioning package option only includes one air conditioning unit. **$1 earnest money package option available to customers who pre-qualify with HomeAmerican Mortgage Corporation at time of contract to establish financial ability to purchase home. Buyers are not required to obtain
financing from HomeAmerican Mortgage Corporation. Ask a Sales Associate for complete offer details and restrictions. Offer not valid on lot or community transfers, plan changes or in conjunction with any other offer. Richmond American Homes reserves the right to change or withdraw this offer at any time without notice.
Prices, specifications and availability subject to change without notice. Actual homes may vary from photos and/or renderings. ©2007 Richmond American Homes of Colorado, Inc.

