VOL. 47 NO. 18

MAY 4, 2007

Academy
graduation
tickets available
Free reserved-seat tickets for the
Academy’s Class of 2007 Graduation
Ceremony on May 30 at 10 a.m. are
available through the Colorado Springs
Chamber of Commerce. Secretary of
Defense Dr. Robert M. Gates is scheduled to be this year’s commencement
speaker.
Tickets must be picked up in
person between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. at
the chamber offices at 2 North
Cascade Avenue, Suite 110, in
Colorado Springs.
Military members from local area
bases may request tickets through
their base command chief. Academy
staff can request tickets through their
first sergeants.
A maximum of four tickets per
person will be available on a firstcome, first-served basis. The chamber
cannot mail tickets or accept telephone reservations, and there will be
no will-call. Lost tickets cannot be
replaced. Tickets are not available
from the Academy’s Athletic Ticket
office.
For more information on the
Academy Graduation visit the Web
site, www.usafa.af.mil, or call the
graduation hotline at (719) 333-4723.
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Dress right…
Cadet 1st Class Blake Nixon, left, of Cadet Squadron 28, prepares for the in-ranks inspection, part of the
Academy Cadet Wing’s Unit Compliance Inspection April 27 and Saturday. The UCI tests cadets in several areas,
including military standards, discipline, preparation, job knowledge and various procedures. Besides the uniform inspection, the Cadet Wing made a nighttime heritage march to the Academy cemetery for a Taps ceremony to honor graduates who have lost their lives defending the United States. The UCI also involved room inspections and a physical fitness assessment emphasizing teamwork. The overall goal of the UCI is to ensure the
Cadet Wing is executing its mission of developing leaders of character for the Air Force.

Former CSAF honored for meritorious service
By Tech. Sgt. Roel Utley
Academy Spirit staff

The 2006 T.D. White award was presented Wednesday
in the cadet library to retired Gen. Ronald Fogleman who
joins a long list of distinguished recipients.
“Having some familiarity with the award and with
the distinguished company of past recipients, I was
surprised and very humbled to be recognized in such a
way,” said the former chief of staff of the Air Force.
General Fogleman distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious contributions to the defense and security of the United States during a military career spanning
three decades.
When asked for words of advice for today’s cadets,
General Fogleman said, “I have a fairly rigid policy that
says I don’t try to give advice to anybody who is 10 years

Photo by Joel Strayer

Academy Superintendent, Lt. Gen. John
Regni, presents the
2006 T. D. White award
citation to former Air
Force Chief of Staff,
retired Gen. Ronald
Fogleman during a ceremony Wednesday in
the cadet library.
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Sometimes it’s OK to say no, but how?
By Chief Master Sgt. Norman Peck
366th Mission Support Squadron

MOUNTAIN HOME AIR FORCE BASE,
Idaho — “I’m sorry, but no.”
There, I said it. It wasn’t easy and something I
really hated to do. It meant having to swallow my
pride and admit it was something we just couldn’t
do. There just weren’t enough people, weren’t
enough hours in the day or wasn’t enough money
to get it done, let alone get it done the right way.
In all my years in the Air Force, one of the
toughest things to say is “no.” It meant, “We give
up.” It admitted defeat.
One admirable quality about those in uniform
is we’re stubborn, hardheaded folks. Despite the
overwhelming challenges ahead of us, we move
forward to get the job done no matter what it takes.
We do not like to tell anyone, “It just can’t be
done.”
However, we have to accept the facts. By
October, we’ll lose 22,000 people Air Force-wide
with more to follow over the next four years.
Deployment requirements will not go away,
meaning those left behind need to pick up the
slack. Those who don’t deploy still need to get the
job done while the rest of their folks are gone. The
local mission still needs to happen.
But how?
We must leverage technology and eliminate
unnecessary processes now more than ever before.
We need to continue to find better ways to do the
same high-quality job with fewer people — finding
ways to get the job done faster, better and cheaper.
The notion of “but we’ve always done it that way”
won’t fly in the Air Force anymore (pun fully
intended).
The Air Force’s senior leadership knows we’re

“

... that doesn’t mean
we stop doing things
without justification.
It means looking at
everything we do each
duty day and asking
some tough questions.”

losing people, and they understand we must be
realistic and cut things we simply can’t do. In fact,
leadership has asked for our inputs, and it’s time
we are brutally honest about what we really can
and cannot do. We need to step up, put our pride in
check and honestly say what we can and can’t do
with fewer people in our shops and work centers.
However, that doesn’t mean we stop doing
things without justification. It means looking at
everything we do each duty day and asking some
tough questions.
1. What do we do every day? It’s best to write
it out.
2. Why do we do it, and is there any value
added to our mission? In short, does it help the Air
Force put bullets and bombs on target?
3. Is this the best way to finish the task? Is
there someone out there with a smarter, faster,
cheaper way to do it?
4. If it’s an unnecessary task, did we send
strong justification up the chain of command
requesting we stop doing it?
You’d be surprised where you’ll find great

Character Development

time- and money-saving ideas. Take security forces
for example. Earlier this month, the base joined
other Air Force installations to eliminate military
vehicle decals on the windshields of our private
vehicles. It simply made sense. The Air Force spent
at least $750,000 a year just to print the stickers.
That doesn’t include the hundreds or thousands of
man-hours the base spent issuing the stickers and
registering vehicles.
In the words of Maj. Gen. David Clary, ACC
vice commander, “The Air Force has been strictly
adhering to 100 percent credential checks at installation gates since 9/11, making the check of a
vehicle decal unnecessary. Additionally, vehicle
owners are more efficiently tracked through state
license plates; not military decal numbers.”
It’s important we identify and refine the way
we do business and eliminate unnecessary tasks
before we “break the bank.” It’s past time for
offices and shops across the base to take a long,
hard look at everything they do, and then find and
eliminate the time- and money-wasting steps and
procedures.
Still stuck? Ask your counterparts at other
bases, especially those who earned accolades
during their unit compliance inspections. Ask them
what makes them so good, and feel free to use their
good ideas as a benchmark.
Positive leadership and support is a must. If
leaders approach this negatively, so will their
troops, and then we’re back to square one. We all
have a vested interest in this, so let’s make it count.
At first, it’ll be frustrating and maybe a bit
time consuming. However, we’re quickly running
out of options as we continue to lose people. We
need to step up and make the tough calls and back
them up 100 percent — because sometimes “no” is
the right answer.

Character Corner
Space: The Ultimate High Ground

Cadet Sight Picture

Forty veterans from Air Force, Army and Navy spacerelated career fields visited the Academy last week as
part of the Academy’s spring Falcon Heritage Forum.
The forum theme of “Space: The Ultimate High
Ground” was appropriate, but it was clear “Giving Back”
was the ultimate high ground of character for the veterans
as they took three days out of their schedules to speak
with the cadets.
While NASA astronaut Col. Fred Gregory (455 hours

in space and 7,000 of flight time) provided the keynote
speech at the closing dinner, he also answered questions for Ms. Diane’s Academy Child Development Center
preschool class.
Colonel Gregory put to rest the questions, “Do aliens
shoot kids?” (They don’t, they’re nice). “Can you give me
a spacesuit?” (They’re government property) and “Do you
like our world?” (Yes!), representing with word and deed
the character and heart of these veterans.

Character Counts airs at 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Wednesdays on KAFA radio 97.7 FM.
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Academy NCO vies for top LULAC honors
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Master Sgt. Ricardo Melendez is no
stranger to accolades.
He has been lauded with a Sijan
Award for Academy senior non-commissioned officers. He has been named Cadet
Wing Senior NCO of the Year and a distinguished graduate of the NCO Academy.
For the second year in a row, Sergeant
Melendez, superintendent of Cadet Group
3, is the recipient of the Academy’s League
of United Latin American Citizens for
excellence in military service.
He will compete with other installation LULAC winners for the Air Force’s
top LULAC prize.
The Academy is a long way from his
native Hondouras. At age 12, he moved
with his mother and sister to New Orleans.
The next few years were hard ones
for Sergeant Melendez. As his mother, a
single parent, struggled to keep the family
going, he struggled with adolescence, a
new home and a foreign language.
Grown and newly-married, Sergeant
Melendez joined the Air Force. The first
10 years of Air Force life were relatively
stable in terms of assignments.
The next seven years took him to
four bases and many stints on temporary
duty.
Along the way he managed to amass
four associate’s degrees, a bachelor’s
degree and a master’s degree, all of them

“I work on the Hispanic Heritage
Committee so others can be aware of our
traditions and appreciate them,” he said.
“Deep inside, we’re not all different.
We’re all the same.”
He and his wife, Mirna, of 19 years
often share memories and traditions of
Honduras where they both grew up with
daughters Brittany, 11, and Briana, 7,
who also know some Spanish.
“We are proud of where we are from,”
he said.
Sergeant Melendez considers his
family as his highest personal accomplishment.
“I am married to my life-long partner.
She keeps me level-headed and straight
because I can be very stubborn.”
Sergeant Melendez’ daughters are
“my
two princesses, my two joys.”
Photo by Ann Patton
Master Sergeant Ricardo Melendez is the winner of this year’s Academy
Being promoted to master sergeant
League of United Latin American Citizens for excellence in military service. is his proudest Air Force accomplishModest about his recognitions, ment.
in computer information systems.
His newest assignment has limited the
Sergeant Melendez credits teachers Sergeant Melendez gives much credit to
contact time with cadets he had as an
in the family for his emphasis on his his colleagues and supervisors.
“These are some of the sharpest Academy military trainer but not his
education.
respect for them.
“It was always a family passion,” he NCO’s in the Air Force,” he said.
“There is no better assignment than
“I do it because I like helping out. It’s
said.
He has put his education to good a privilege, and it gives me pride I can to work with cadets and mold the future
leaders,” he said. “I look forward to seeing
use, especially when stationed in the work with them.”
Sergeant Melendez wants to keep them out there in the Air Force.”
Azores, where he developed, implemented
After Air Force life, he is eyeing a
and put online a geographic information Hispanic traditions alive. He noted a
strong religious faith, belief in the value career teaching college computer classes.
system for the base.
But for the time being, Sergeant
“The last two years have been unbe- of the family and respect for parents, self
lievable,” Sergeant Melendez said of life and friends form the foundation of those Melendez said, “It doesn’t get any better
than this.”
traditions.
at the Academy.
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Academy troops exercise with coalition partners
By Master Sgt. Daniel Nathaniel
376th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

MANAS AIR BASE, Kyrgyzstan — On April
14, at approximately 9:05 a.m., a call goes out over
the base’s emergency radio frequencies “Attention on the net - exercise, exercise, exercise.”
From this point, the day’s scenario swiftly plays
out.

Photos by Master Sgt. Daniel Nathaniel

Senior Airman Matthew Drallette, 376th
Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron, right,
fields questions from local media about the base
exercise held April 14 at Manas Air Base,
Kyrgyzstan. Fellow firefighter Senior Airman
Trenton Judy, left, treats Adjudant Olivier Laffond
of the French Air Force’s Manas detachment of
the Groupe de Ravitaillement en Vol 93, as a
patient. Airman Drallette is deployed from the
314th Civil Engineer Squadron, Little Rock, Ark.,
while Airman Judy is from the Academy’s 10th
Civil Engineer Squadron.

It is quickly learned by exercise participants an
incident has occurred with a coalition aircraft.
Firefighting crews are soon dispatched to the scene.
They arrive to learn a de-icer has collided with
a French C-135FR and there are casualties.
First step is for crash crews to spray down a
rescue path to the aircraft in order to rescue victims.
While this is happening, fire trucks from the Manas
International Airport arrive to give critical water
supply support to coalition fire trucks.
The aircraft is secured and fires tended, victims
are triaged by 376th Expeditionary Medical Group
personnel. Serious injuries are taken to the clinic
while the rest are sent to a secondary setup at Pete’s
Place.
During this time, the scenario is being closely
monitored by Emergency Operations Center staff
who have to make critical decisions on who and what
resources to dedicate to the situation.
“Attention on the net - exercise is terminated.”
While the overall exercise went well there were
lessons to be learned.
“The biggest take-away we had from the exercise
is the critical communication with the Manas
International Airport, Coalition Forces and 376th Air
Expeditionary Wing members in emergency situations
like this,” said Capt. Brandon Shade, 376th AEW
Force Protection.
The language barrier is a part of that critical
communication process.
The French coalition participants who enjoyed
their role-playing presence in the scenario provided
a glimpse of the issue. Commandant (Maj.) Laurent
Paquot, French coalition detachment commander,
cautioned, while many in his detachment speak
English, in a real world emergency or time of stress,
his personnel will often revert to their native language.
The 376th Expeditionary Medical Group was
ready for this possibility.
“We are fortunate on this rotation to have both
French and Spanish speakers, in addition to our host
national Russian translator,” said Tech. Sgt. Jimmy
Counts, 376th EMDG.
“Communication almost always makes or breaks
the response to scenarios like this. It also demonstrated
The tools needed
to restore disaster-ravaged lives
aren’t always hammers
and nails.

Dr. (Maj.) Daren Mealer, deployed from the
Academy’s 10th Medical Operations Squadron,
gloves up in order to treat incoming patients during a base exercise held April 14 at Manas Air
Base, Kyrgyzstan.

that we could conduct a joint operation with Manas
International Airport and Coalition Forces in crisis
situations, despite the operational and procedural
differences we may have,” Captain Shade said.
“The time spent training with the MIA firefighters over the last few months really paid off,” said
Senior Master Sgt. Daniel Krowpman, 376th AEW
chief.
“Our French coalition partners and MIA fire
department were absolutely vital to the exercise,”
said Captain Shade. “We couldn’t have pulled it off
without them.”
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The hurt of disaster cuts much deeper
than the eye can see. That’s why a caring touch
and understanding can sometimes be the most powerful tools of all.
When lives need rebuilding, The Salvation Army knows it takes much more
than the tools that come from the hardware store...it takes the tools that come
from the heart. So please give generously. Call 1-800-SAL-ARMY,
donate on-line or send your monetary contribution to:
National Disaster Fund
The Salvation Army National Headquarters
615 Slaters Lane Alexandria, VA 22313

Not Just for Retirees
Anymore
Open to ALL active, former & retired officers
&
warrant officers of each of military services.

W W W. S A LVAT I O N A R M Y U S A . O R G • N E E D K N O W S N O S E A S O N

Please
Recycle

390,000 Nat’l Members • 2,900 Local Members
The professional association for EVERY military
officers at EVERY stage of life & career!
Join the PIKES PEAK CHAPTER & receive a
FREE National Membership (new members only)

For more information, Call:
Emery Almasy, 554-9351 or Ray Walkowski, 266-1280
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White
From Page 1
younger or more than I am. But when you come to
the Academy and you see these magnificent young men
and women you can’t help, but every now and then,
violate your own rule. My advice to them as cadets is
they should take advantage of the opportunities that
are presented by the Academy.
“I think those are opportunities that not only
include an academic program, but also the military
program and the athletic program. As in my own case,
I wasn’t a particularly brilliant scholar and was not
necessarily a world-class athlete, but it was the combination of having to carry an academic load, to participate in NCAA and intramural athletics and also be part
of this leadership laboratory,” said the 1963 graduate.
“My advice would be look around yourself and look
at all the opportunities you have to grow. The nation
is going to need your talents as a lieutenant, captain
or major. You have a rare opportunity that has been given
to you here in a real leadership laboratory to learn about
a profession and to start networking with people who
you will work with the rest of your life. Learn the principles of leadership and followership,” said the native
of Mifflintown, Pa.
Wanting to follow his own rule, the general hesitated in giving his words of wisdom to today’s warrior
Airmen.
“Again, I am very hesitant to give advice. What
I would tell them is how tremendously I admire them.
My advanced education is in military history. I’ve got
to tell you that the United States of America today and
our United States Air Force is the most battle hardened
force the United States of America has ever had. As
a man looking back now on nearly 50 years of public
service, the profession that they have chosen is an

Photos by Joel Strayer

Retired Gen. Ronald Fogleman fastens his name
to the T. D. White award plaque in Arnold Hall displaying all of the award’s winners.
Right: General Fogleman addresses the T. D.
White award gathering.

honorable one and it is one that I think at the end of
the road they will have gained a great deal of satisfaction from.”
The Thomas D. White National Defense Award was
established March 1, 1962, in honor of General White
who was chief of staff from 1957 to 1961. The award
is presented annually to a U.S. citizen who has
contributed significantly to the national defense and
security of the United States. The permanent T.D.
White plaque is displayed in Arnold Hall with inscribed
names of the winners.
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Intraweb targets user-friendliness
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The re-designed Academy Intraweb is open for
business.
The site, http://intraweb.usafa.af.mil, is equipped
to better deliver information, news and training to its
9,000 Academy users.
It went online Monday in its new format.
“It’s a collaborative effort for the happenings on
base,” said Fredie Layberger, visual information
specialist with the 10th Communications Squadron.
“It will be a single point to publish information and
disseminate news.”
The renovated intraweb is easier to navigate,
maintain and use, and it echoes the design of the
Academy Internet site.
The center column of the site features current
photos and news clips from Academy happenings, the
left side links to Academy Internet and Intraweb
pages.
On the right side of the home page, users can click
on and view Academy events, training and briefings
as well as upcoming special event information such
as Graduation Week.
Users in the market for a place to live, buy furniture, electronics and other household goods or even
adopt a pet can visit the Buy/Sell/Trade Web.
There will also be space to explore Hot Topics,
such as the biennial Unit Compliance Inspection on

the horizon, and users can search archived materials
for information.
Users don’t need training as Web masters to post
information.
“If you’ve only been doing computer work for two
or three hours, you can do it,” said Lt. Col. Larry
Davenport, 10th CS commander.
They need only to click on the “Content
Contribution” and follow the steps to input information.
Those wanting to post messages or information
will be guided electronically as to where and how long
information will remain posted and to whom it is
directed. The posting menu also allows for attachments
such as documents, graphics and photos.
The upgraded intraweb is expected to hold tens
of thousands of pages, and will develop and change
to accommodate users’ needs.
“We will pick up clues from users and want
quickly to adopt them,” Mr. Layberger said.
An added benefit to the re-design is the potential to unclog e-mail boxes. Information on immediate
concerns such as traffic routes, parade announcements and water main breaks can be posted on the
intraweb rather than e-mailed.
“We will six months to a year to feel the impact,”
said Deb Porter, 10th CS support flight chief.
Staffing for the intraweb site is being managed
by the multimedia group for art and design, Web
services for maintenance, networking technicians

and the users who input information.
Users are asked to give feedback on the site.
They can click on the “Submit Feedback” link on the
left side of the home page or click on the “Contact
Us/Submit Feedback/Webmaster” link at the bottom
of the homepage.
“This is your intraweb and as such it is an evolving
product,” Colonel Davenport said. “Your comments
will help us develop the site into a valuable resource
for the Academy.”

$SDLGQRQSUR¿WDGYHUWLVHPHQW

MHAF Helping Military Families
To Own Their Own Home
Colorado Springs, CO, April 2007.
Military Housing Assistance Fund
(MHAF) is helping military families to achieve the American Dream
of homeownership. According to
the Department of Housing & Urban
Development, 69% of all Americans
own their own home. Unfortunately,
our men and women in uniform are
being left behind. In a Rand Corporation study, only 27.3% of all military families own their own home.
MHAF intends to help increase the
number of military family homeowners dramatically.
The nonproﬁt agency helps military families with a gift that provides
free money in the form of a grant that
helps military families with closing
costs associated with purchasing a
home.
MHAF recently helped Latrishia
Bianani to buy her new home in Virginia. Latrishia had this to say about
her experience:
“Working with MHAF for the purchase of my new home was a wonderful experience. I lived in a different
state than where I was purchasing my
home. My real estate agent was very
understanding of my situation. He
was always professional, knowledge-

able, and helpful. By gifting a portion
of my closing cost, MHAF saved me
a lot of money. I even received a refund on the day of closing of my earnest money deposit. I am thankful to
MHAF for making my home buying
experience and transition to a new state
a pleasure. Thank you, Latrishia”
MHAF helps active duty military
families, members of the Guard and
Reserves, retired military and civilian employees working for the military. MHAF is a proud member of
the United States Department of
Defense’s “America Supports You”
network of charitable organizations
helping military families. Contact
MHAF today at 720-932-8049 or
visit them online at www.usmhaf.
org. Let them help your dream of homeownership to become a reality.
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Cadets excel at Model OAS in D.C.
By Lt. Col. Robert Carriedo
Department of History

Ten cadets enrolled in Foreign Area Studies 420,
Model Organization of American States, represented the
Academy at the 2007 Model OAS General Assembly in
Washington, D.C., April 9-13.
The Model OAS is a simulation of the real OAS,
an international body similar to the United Nations, but
comprised only of nations in the Western Hemisphere.
It was the Academy’s first appearance at the model
since 2004. The delegation made a strong showing at
this year’s General Assembly.
With in-depth preparation, strategic debating tactics
and keen diplomatic skills, the cadets distinguished
themselves by winning two elections and will return next
year as vice-chairmen of their respective committees.
Two other cadets garnered enough support to run in the
elections for secretary general and president, the General
Assembly’s top two elected offices.
The Model OAS doesn’t have awards for the top delegations. One way to tell how well delegates performed
is how many ran for office and got elected. The Academy
came to the Model OAS after a three-year absence,
gained enough confidence and expertise to run for four
offices, and won two of them.
The Model OAS is an annual event held partly at
the actual OAS Headquarters, and partly in a local hotel,
where university students represent a delegation from
one of the 34-member nations at a simulated meeting
of the OAS General Assembly. The five-day event is
designed to allow participants to understand how the OAS
is organized and operates; investigate critical issues
facing the Western Hemisphere; learn and articulate
the concerns and perspectives of the nations represented
and gain insight into the challenges and rewards of
international diplomacy.
This year’s General Assembly of the Model OAS
brought together more than 250 students from 22 universities throughout the United States, Mexico, Guatemala,
Colombia and Argentina. The 10-member Academy
delegation represented Brazil.
The cadets put months of hard work into researching
issues most important to Brazil before representing its
interests at the General Assembly.
“We started the (FAS 420) course by learning some
of Brazil’s history, culture, economic concerns and
domestic and international interests,” Cadet 2nd Class
Ruben Ruiz-Perez said. “We tried to think as Brazilians
would.”
The cadets were assigned to one of five committees,
where they prepared resolutions on issues ranging from
disease prevention and micro-lending to combating
poverty and domestic violence.
Cadet 2nd Class Ryan Rutter, the Academy’s head

Photos by Lt. Col. Robert Carriedo

Cadet 1st Class Jason Walker explains Brazil’s
position on a resolution.

Cadet 1st Class Rodrigo Santos, votes in favor of
passing a resolution.

delegate, said the classroom work wasn’t the only preparation for the Model OAS.
“We had the incredible opportunity to speak with
the Brazilian Ambassador and his staff, all of whom
provided great insight on Brazil as a country and as a
people,” Cadet Rutter explained. “This knowledge
allowed us to confidently present the Brazilian interest
in our respective committees.”
“It was a wonderful experience, not only to be at an
event like that with so many bright students, but to be
recognized and honored as a potential candidate for
president alongside Ryan Rutter for secretary general,”
added Cadet 2nd Class Keith Nordquist, Cadet Rutter’s
deputy.
For Cadet 2nd Class Jay Page, who was elected
vice-chairman of the Budget Committee, the highlight
was having the keynote speaker, Ambassador Frank
Almaguer, OAS Assistant Secretary for Finance and
Administration, publicly recognize his resolution in
front of the entire Model OAS as one that the real OAS
should adopt.
“I was surprised the OAS reads the resolutions we
present and takes our advice about hemispheric issues
seriously,” Cadet Page said. “It’s encouraging to see the

work each delegation put in this semester is contributing
to the improvement of the OAS and its member states.”
Cadet 3rd Class Leandros Fugate, also elected vicechairman of his committee, noted, “As a native Brazilian,
I thought representing Brazil would be easy. It was a challenge to put myself in the shoes of a Brazilian delegate
because I had rarely considered politics and international
relations from a non-U.S. perspective prior to this course.”
The 10 cadets in the class were extremely knowledgeable on all the issues, acted in a professional manner
and represented Brazil and the Academy well.
Other cadets involved in the course were Cadets 1st
Class Jason Giroux, Mauricio Monte, Rodrigo Santos
and James Walker and Cadet 3rd Class William Reed.
The next FAS 420 course is set for the Spring 2008
semester. The Academy is scheduled to represent Peru.
Cadets interested in the course can call Lt. Col. Robert
Carriedo in the History Department at 333-0865 or email him at Robert.Carriedo@usafa.af.mil.
“Having worked with the real OAS during a previous
tour, I was glad to lend my experience to the course,”
assistant course director Lt. Col. Muke Schaub said. “We
were also fortunate to have several other faculty members
guest lecture for us.”
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Cadets dominate AIAA regional competition
Compiled by Academy Public Affairs

The Academy swept the American
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics
Region V Student Paper competition
held here, April 12- 13.
Academy wind tunnel research,
which evaluated and optimized a joinedwing unmanned aerial vehicle topped
mathematical manipulations of satellite
attitude, which trumped an investigation of the wake characteristics of the next
generation NASA space vehicle and C130 drag reduction.
This year’s regional AIAA competition featured 20 competitors from six
different universities, and was almost a
clean sweep for the Academy’s
Department of Aeronautical Engineering.
Aero majors and Cadets 1st Class
Brittany Oligney and Margaret Frash
took first place in the AIAA competition
with their paper “Aerodynamic
Evaluation and Optimization of the
Houck Joined Wing Aircraft.” Their
research advisor was Dr. Tom Yechout of
the Aero Department.
The Air Force Research Laboratory
tasked the Academy to evaluate the aerodynamic characteristics of a UAV concept
developed by Ronald Houck of Iron
Hawk Enterprises, for a potential longrange, long-endurance UAV, said Cadet
Frash.
Houck’s design seeks to lessen

induced drag by using a biplane design,
only with the ends of the wings curving
inward to meet and form a “joined wing,”
which is oddly reminiscent of a Romulan
Warbird spaceship design from the TV
series Star Trek: The Next Generation.
“Because lift-induced drag entails a
large penalty on aircraft performance, the
Houck aircraft connects the upper and
lower wings, removing the wingtips in
an attempt to eliminate these effects,” said
Cadet Oligney.
The first version of the joined wing
design was evaluated during the fall
semester in the Department of
Aeronautical Engineering’s subsonic
wind tunnel. This design was also
compared to the monoplane characteristics of a NASA orbital space plane
design using a wind tunnel model from
past NASA research, which had a similar
wingspan and wing area. This semester’s
effort focused on optimizing the joined
wing. Cadets Oligney and Frash optimized the design by almost doubling the
gap between the upper and lower wings
along with changing the angle between
the wings.
The changes showed improvements
in aerodynamic performance, but the
duo of aero majors recommended further
research to determine if the upper wing
really contributes to the airframe – and
if not, how to remedy the situation.
Second place went to Cadet 1st Class

Photo by John Van Winkle

Houck Joined Wing UAV

Christopher Taylor’s paper “Attitude
Determination and Filtering using Least
Squares Estimator.” His research advisor
is Lt. Col. Tim Lawrence, of the
Department of Astronatutical Engineering.
Cadet Taylor, an astro engineering
major, hard at work this academic year
on the Academy’s most-recently launched
satellite, provided the basis for his paper.
“Our current small satellite,
FalconSAT-3, does not have enough
computational ability to filter attitude data
on orbit. Therefore, it must rely on postprocessing software on the ground to
accurately describe its path and orientation. My least-squares filter has the

potential to describe FalconSAT-3’s
orbital path by determining the spacecraft
attitude and attitude rates in roll, pitch
and yaw,” said Cadet Taylor.
His paper tried to establish the basics
and potential limitations of mathematical filtering algorithms.
“Least-Squares filters have been
used for years for orbit propagation and
determination, but they have rarely been
used for attitude determination in satellite operations,” he wrote.
The paper examined the inertia
values of a satellite, the rate of change
for the satellite’s roll, pitch and yaw, and
utilized plenty of calculus.
Continued on next page
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From previous page
The paper validated the filter potential, especially if the satellite relies on a
gravity gradient boom for stabilization
– like FalconSAT-3 does.
Third place was a tie, between papers
by Cadets 1st Class Christopher Oravetz
and J.D. Wooten, both aeronautical engineering majors and both advised by Dr.
Yechout.
Cadet Oravetz’s paper dealt with
America’s next generation spacecraft,
the NASA Orion, formerly known as
the Crew Exploration Vehicle. Academy
research on Orion is sponsored by the
NASA Johnson Space Center.
The Orion is projected to replace
the aging space shuttle fleet by 2014. It
has four sections, and Cadet Oravetz’s
latest research centered on Orion’s crew
capsule.
“The purpose of this research was to
analyze the wake characteristics behind
the Orion capsule and provide NASA
with main and drogue parachute deployment strategies and recommendations,”
said Cadet Oravetz.
The current proposal for Orion’s
primary parachute recovery system
features three main canopies. The
deployment sequence will be initialized at Mach 0.5 and a 17 degree angle
of attack by deploying three smaller
drogue chutes that decelerate the capsule
to Mach 0.35 and transition it to a zero
angle of attack. At this point, the drogue
chutes will release and the three main
parachutes will deploy to slow the

Cadet Wooten examined adding
constructs – called strakes – under the
C-130’s tail assembly to reduce drag
and streamline the airflow on the C130’s aft body. He also investigated the
aero loads that the strakes would be
subjected to during flight.
Testing was accomplished via C-130
models in the Aeronautics Lab’s
subsonic wind tunnel, and visually
conf irmed using pressure-sensitive
paint, and a later test in the Aero Lab’s
water tunnel.
“The aft body strake loadings,
projected in this effort, will be used by
Lockheed as a starting point for strucPhoto by John Van Winkle
Tiny fins called Strakes, attached to the underside of this C-130 scale tural design of the strakes for the C-130
model’s tail assembly, reduced drag when tested in Academy wind tunnels aircraft,” said Cadet Wooten.
this semester. If applied to special operations C-130 variants, this design
Research on most of these projects
modification could save the Air Force millions in aviation fuel dollars.
will continue later this year, continuing
several variants of the C-130 Hercules the Academy’s impact and influence in
capsule to its landing velocity.
current weapons systems and future
“Because Orion is a blunt body, a tactical air lifter by Cadet Wooten.
Based on prior work on the AC-130 American spacecraft design.
significant wake will be created as flow
“These research programs illustrate
separates around the edge of the heat and EC-130 airframes, C-130 manufacshield,” he commented. “For successful turer Lockheed Martin Corporation asked how our cadets are making important
parachute inflation, both drogue and the Academy’s Aeronautics Department contributions to front line Air Force
main parachutes must have a bridle long to examine drag reduction possibilities and NASA efforts while gaining invaluenough for the chutes to be deployed on selected Air Force Special Operations able experience which will make them
better officers,” Dr. Yechout said. “I
into an area within the wake with Command C-130 variants.
“The aft body cargo door area of consider every cadet and student that
adequate dynamic pressure recovery.”
Cadet Oravetz made several other the C-130 airframe is known to be one participated in the AIAA competition
recommendations for design and devel- of leading contributors to overall aircraft a winner based on the experience they
opment of Orion’s parachute recovery drag, due to high flow separation behind gained from being involved in these
system. Results of this research will be it,” said Cadet Wooten. “While the full projects. The level of competition was
briefed to NASA at the end of this use of cargo doors is required for most very high.”
The first place winners – Cadets
transport and air drop-designated C-130
semester.
The paper that tied Cadet Oravetz’s aircraft, the mission of selected AFSOC Oligney and Frash – will represent the
effort was a continuation of the C-130 aircraft does not necessitate Academy at the AIAA International
Student Paper Competition in January.
Academy’s work in drag reduction on frequent use of the full cargo door.”

Here’s to YOUR next
{ thrills }

Ent FREE Value Checking
Who says a checking account isn’t exciting? With Ent’s FREE Value Checking Account, you get all the features you’d expect in a checking
account – but with added benefits like no minimum balance requirement, no monthly fees, and FREE online banking and bill pay.
And for all of your adventures – great and small – we offer the convenience of a FREE Visa® Check Card.*

7075-DHA04/07

Stop by today and open your FREE Value Checking Account at any one of Ent’s 24 convenient service center locations.

* For qualifying applicants
Ent is a community-chartered credit union.
Ent is a trade name of Ent Federal Credit Union • Federally Insured by NCUA
Equal Opportunity Lender • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2007

Ent.com : : Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100
Pueblo (719) 542-5276 : : Toll-free 800-525-9623
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(866) 464-2626 or online at www.TICKETSWEST.com

Get your Tickets Today at

For more event information Call (719) 635-3547 visit www.COLORADOSPRINGSRODEO.com • Proceeds benefit the families of our Local Armed Forces

Special Rodeo Parade, Rodeo and Salute to
the Military Supplement will appear in

The Fort Carson, Mountaineer
The Air Force Academy, Academy Spirit
The Schriever Air Force Base, Satellite Flyer
The Peterson Air Force Base, Space Observer
and The Colorado Springs Business Journal
July 5 & 6.

FOR INFORMATION CALL 719-329-5209

America is at War...

Blue Star Service Banners are Back
Men and women in military
uniforms are on the front
lines of our war on terrorism.
In wars past, a Blue Star
Banner in the window of a
home showed a family’s
pride in their loved one serving in the U.S. Armed Forces
and reminded others that
preserving America’s freedom demands much.

...and a tradition continues.

Every neighborhood has
someone serving in the
current war on terrorism.
As we steel ourselves for
a long and difficult war,
the sight of the Blue Star

Banner in homes will remind
us of the personal sacrifices
being made to preserve our
way of life.
From the more than 4 million
men and women of The
American Legion, the
American Legion Auxiliary,
the Sons of The American
Legion...and all your fellow
Americans...we say,
“Thank you.”
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Honor Guard seeks
best of the best

By Tech. Sgt. Roel Utley
Academy Spirit staff

The Academy Base Honor Guard
needs volunteers to perform various
duties. Due to normal attrition, the team
needs high-speed, self-motivated, hardcharging members looking to make a
difference while giving back to the
community.
“We represent one of the most visible
installations in the entire Air Force
throughout a vast region of coverage,” said
Maj. Brian Kabat, officer in charge of the
honor guard. “Our dedication, discipline
and commitment to excellence helps our
wing guarantee outstanding customs,
courtesies, full honors and proper respects
for all who have served their country
faithfully for decades and/or have made
the ultimate sacrifice.”
For those looking for an opportunity
to gain valuable leadership experience in
a flight-structured setting and get high
visibility exposure with Academy senior
leadership, this opportunity to become an
elite ceremonial guardsman is ideal,
added Major Kabat.
Benefits for honor guard members
are:
— Free dry cleaning of honor guard
uniforms
— Potential medal for completion of
honor guard tour (performance-based)

— Quarterly and annual awards
— Numerous professional development
opportunities
— Invaluable leadership experience as a
flight chief, flight trainer, element
leader and other significant team roles
— Honor guard facility complete with
locker rooms, computers, lounge and
kitchen area
— Achievable accumulated hour milestones are rewarded with windbreakers, warmups, garment bags and
special pass recommendations
The baseline requirement is to participate in two details a month, while being
an active member of a flight of 10-15
highly motivated guardsmen.
“We are looking for dedicated Airmen
to take care of the mission and each other.
The Honor Guard Creed states we must
be constantly driven to excel by a strong
sense of dedication that runs deeper than
patriotism. This isn’t just a job or additional duty, it’s a calling,” said Major
Kabat.
There is no grade requirement, as
the current cadre includes enlisted
members E-3 through E-9 and officers
through O-4.
The next training flight is Monday
through May 11.
Those interested or who have questions, e-mail Tech. Sgt. Sally Russo at
sally.russo@usafa.af.mil.

Courtesy Photos

Honor guard members perform for various events in the local area
rendering military honors. Volunteers are needed to fill the ranks. A
training session is scheduled for Monday through May 11. Contact
Tech. Sgt. Sally Russo for more information.

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:
Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Thrift shop turns sales into scholarships
By Ann Patton

High school senior scholarship awards went to:

Academy Spirit staff

The officers spouses’ club has given 21 students a
head start on college expenses.
In a ceremony at the Academy Officers’ Club April
23, Academy Superintendent, Lt. Gen. John Regni
,presented scholarships totaling $21,500 to the winners.
The top scholarship of $2,000 went to Emallee
Fulks of Liberty High School. Second place winner
Katherine Clark, Cripple Creek/Victor High School
received $1,500. The remaining high school seniors
received $1,000 each.
Sarah Jean Poehler-Jones received the top award
of $1,000 in the spouse scholarship category and the
remaining two spouses received $500.
Sally Mueh, OSC scholarship co-chairman, praised
the scholars for their success.
“They’re all really top-notch kids,” she said.
Mrs. Mueh stressed the OSC scholarships are based
totally on merit rather than need. All applicants must
be in the top quarter of their high school class.
The OSC thrift shop in the community center is the
primary source of scholarship dollars, and scholarships are granted within the limits of the shop’s proceeds.
Mrs. Mueh praised the OSC members for their
hard work in the store and the club’s dedication to
providing scholarships.
“The thrift shop ladies really work very hard for
all the money,” she said. “This is a major project for
us.”
This year’s scholarship winners have wide interests,
including biology, physics, computer science, music and
nursing. They will also attend a wide variety of colleges
across the country.

Emallee K. Fulks, Liberty High School
Katherine L. Clark, Cripple Creek/Victor High School
Kathleen A. Larkin, Pine Creek High School
Sarah J. Berg, Alamagordo High School
Kalynn M. Good, Rampart High School
Robert M. Gibson, Rampart High School
Colleen W. Sandridge, Air Academy High School
Jacquelyn M. Campbell, Rampart High School
Jacob A. Clark, Pikes Peak Christian School
Kelly M. Boyer, Air Academy High School
Nathaniel C. Roberts, Rampart High School

Myriah K. Miller, Classical Academy
Danielle M. Lewis, Lewis-Palmer High School
David J. Hyland, St. Mary’s High School
Kirsten A. Benjamin, Lewis-Palmer High School
Gregory L. Heredia, home school
Genevieve L. Skinner, St. Mary’s High School
Alex L. Kugler, Air Academy High School
Spouse scholarships were awarded to:
Sarah Jean Poehler-Jones
Jo L. Shiflet
Nicole Long

Photo by Ann Patton

Thrift shop cashier Peggy Slavens (left) and volunteer/customer Lea Melton keep the scholarship
funds flowing for the officers spouses’ club
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Armed Forces Day events
coming
The Academy band will perform May 15 at the
Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce’s Armed Forces
Day Concert at the Pikes Peak Center at 7 p.m.
The Chamber’s Armed Forces Day Awards Luncheon
is May 18 in the Broadmoor Hall from noon to 2 p.m.
The guest speaker is Maj. Gen. Robert Mixon,
Commanding General, Division West, First Army and Fort
Carson.
Tickets for the luncheon are $55 for the general
public, $30 for active duty, reserve component, Department
of Defense civilians and public officials. Register online
at www.coloradospringschamber.org.
Corporate sponsors are providing 400 free tickets to
junior enlisted people to attend the luncheon.

NCO Academy graduates
Five Academy NCOs graduated from the Forrest L.
Vosler NCO Academy at Peterson Air Force Base April
5. The following technical sergeants graduated:
Michael Anderson, Cadet Squadron 35; Albert
DeSarro, Cadet Wing; Paige Hanson, 10th Medical
Group; Gregory Jarvis, 10th Air Base Wing; and Aurelia
Watkiss, 10th Medical Group.

CCAF graduates 41
Forty-one Academy Airmen received associate degrees
from the Community College of the Air Force during a
graduation ceremony April 27. The guest speaker was
Chief Master Sgt. Dale Buckholtz, Academy Command
Chief Master Sergeant.
Receiving their diplomas were:
10th AMDS – Senior Airmen Monique Bowens and
David Tewksbury
10th CES – Senior Airman Andrew Carrick
10th CS – Senior Airman Nathaniel Bejarano
10th DS – Staff Sgt. Netha Manby
10th MDOS – Tech. Sgt. Judith Allison, Tech. Sgt. Renee
Oliviel, Senior Airmen Amy Schultz and Andrew Shanks
10th MDSS – Staff Sgts. Inez Hernandez, Joshua Zilin
and Master Sgt. Nicholas Zuran
10th MSS – Staff Sgt. Jennifer Hobson and Master Sgt.
Vanessa White
10th SFS – Staff Sgt. Gerald Kapinos
CS 1 – Master Sgt. Sean Medsker
CS 2 – Tech. Sgt. Bryant Evans and Master Sgt. Paul
Pohnert
CS 9 – Tech. Sgt. Jeremiah Dinan
CS 13 – Tech. Sgt. Jeannette Copeland
CS 14 – Master Sgt. Ray Alexander
CS 18 – Tech. Sgt. William Garringer
CS 21 – Master Sgt. Tracy Sanders
CS 22 – Master Sgt. James Myer
CS 27 – Master Sgt. William Hutto
CS 28 – Cadet 4th Class Lane Sharon

CS 30 – Master Sgt. Dawn Fay
CS 32 – Master Sgt. Robert Hartwig
CS 36 – Master Sgt. Anna Parker
CS 38 – Master Sgt. Ricardo Melendez
CS 39 – Master Sgts. Scott Anderson, Michael Hillier,
and Tech. Sgt Kenneth Nahrwold
HQ USAFA – Tech. Sgt. Jasmin Blackburn, Staff Sgt.
Mirium Brown, Tech. Sgt. Ricky Haman, Tech. Sgt.
Corey Blackburn, Staff Sgt. Kevin Kelly, Staff Sgt.
Timothy Jenkins, Staff Sgt. Janelle Elliot and Tech. Sgt.
Idalina Foulk
The Pitsenbarger Award, a $500 educational grant
named in honor of Airman 1st Class William H.
Pitsenbarger, was awarded to three graduates – Sergeants
Copeland, Jenkins and Medsker.

Special court-martial held
A special court-martial for an Air Force Academy
airman charged with six violations of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice convened Monday.
Airman First Class Danny R. Crowley, Jr., 10th
Medical Group, was charged February 12 for two violations of Article 107 of the UCMJ: one violation for knowingly making false statements to an investigator and one
violation for knowingly signing an official record that was
false; one violation of Article108 for damaging government property; one violation of Article 121 for stealing
private property; one violation of Article 128 for assaulting
and injuring a military member; and one violation of
Article 134 for threatening bodily injury to a military
member.
The charges stated are merely accusations at this
time; Airman Crowley is presumed innocent until and
unless proven guilty.

Civilian award available
The Air Force is sponsoring a new award to honor
people or organizations outside the military who have
helped with major unit projects or provided significant
support over a sustained period.
The award is the Air Force Commander’s Public
Service Award.
The award may be approved by any commander,
(colonel and above or civilian leader of the organization); principal officials of headquarters Air Force staff
agencies; or general officers or civilians of SES rank.
Examples of achievements that qualify organizations and individuals for include, but are not limited to:
— Significant achievements, which resulted in
savings of time, manpower, or money to the government.
— Achievement and effort in the areas of humanitarian efforts, mission impact, unit facilities, and/or
support of unit personnel.
— Personal time and/or resources expended that
helped achieve a successful project outcome.
Completed nomination packages can be
forwarded to USAFA/PAC, 2346 Academy Drive,
USAF Academy, CO 80840, or emailed to
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Academy completes cheating
investigation
Cadet Honor representatives have finished their
investigation of 40 Fourth Class cadets (freshmen) accused
of cheating on a weekly knowledge test given to all
members of the Class of 2010 on Jan. 31, 2007.
The test compromise was discovered on Feb. 2 when
cadets reported the incident.
Of the 40 cases, 29 cadets admitted to cheating, five
denied cheating and six cases concluded the cadets did
not cheat. The five who denied cheating met Wing Honor
Boards in which two were found guilty of violating the
Honor Code. A total of 31 cadets were found in violation of the Cadet Honor Code. One cadet who admitted
cheating resigned.
The cases were forwarded to the Commandant of
Cadets, Brig. Gen. Susan Y. Desjardins. She determined
that 12 of the violators would be placed on six months’
Honor Probation (and if successfully completed, would
again be cadets in good standing) and recommended that
18 will be disenrolled from the Academy. Two cadets
recommended for disenrollment resigned.
As is their right, nine of the 16 cadets appealed their
disenrollment recommendation to the Academy
Superintendent Lt. Gen. John F. Regni. General Regni
upheld the commandant’s disenrollment recommendation
in eight of the nine appeals.
At the end of the appeals process, of the 31 cadets
found in violation of the Cadet Honor Code, 18 are disenrolled, 13 will be placed on probation.

Education secretary asks for
ways to make schools safer
Airmen and family members who would like to offer
suggestions for improving safety at college campuses and
schools throughout the country are encouraged to submit
comments by e-mail to safeschools@ed.gov.
U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings
announced that she is seeking public comment in an
effort to gather thoughts and suggestions from across the
country.
Secretary Spellings is especially interested in thoughts
concerning:
— Ways in which technology can help communicate
with students and school professionals before, during, and
after a crisis
— How various institutions involved in protecting
students — schools, colleges, law enforcement agencies,
the medical and mental health community, and others —
can share critical information in a way that protects individual privacy without sacrificing public safety.
For more information about this initiative, visit
www.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/dialogue.html.

Read the Business Journal and find out what’s
happening at the top
is packed full of local business news,
special sections, top lists and business leads.

Everything you need to keep your business on top!
S u b s c r i b e t o d a y a t w w w. c s b j . c o m
Or Call 800-451-9998 for immediate service.

14

FEATURE

Academy Spirit
May 4, 2007

Professors, cadets take aim at history
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The Academy History Department
and club sponsored a Historical Weapons
Shoot on April 15 at Fort Carson Range 9.
The project was spearheaded by
officer-in-charge, Army Lt. Col. Nathan
Watanabe, a 1988 Academy graduate and
an instructor in the department of
history. Cadre included DFH instructors
Lt. Col. Chris Rein, Lt. Col. Dave
Bachler and retired Maj. David Schlortt
as well as Cadets First Class M. Ken
Carter, Kevin Goulding, Matt Parker, P.
Myles Smith and Cadet 3rd Class David
Jackson.
What better way to gain an appreciation for the history of the profession of
arms?
Especially when the Academy cadre
members dressed in period-specific
uniforms covering all major periods in
American military history from the Texas
War of Independence and the Civil War to
both World Wars, Korea, Vietnam and
today.
“The purpose of the shoot was to
give an appreciation to history majors
and selected participants on the operational and firing characteristics of select
U.S. military small arms from 1750 to
present,” said Colonel Watanabe.
Among the 14 weapons at six firing
stations was the .45 caliber Flintlock
Kentucky Rifle (American Revolution);
.54 caliber Percussion Cap Hawken Rifle
(Mexican- American War); .44 caliber
Colt Army Pistol and .50 caliber Smith
Carbine (Civil War); .45 caliber M911A1
Pistol and .30-06 caliber M1917 Enfield
Rifle (World War I); .30-06 caliber
M1903A4 Springfield (Sniper) Rifle,
.30-06 caliber M1 Garand, .30 caliber
M1and M1A1 Carbines, .30-06 caliber
M1918 Browning Automatic Rifle

Courtesy Photos

Academy history professors and students in period uniforms and matching rifles venture to Fort
Carson to fire the weapons and gain an appreciation of the evolution of firearms.
Left: Academy history instructor Lt. Col.
Christopher Rein explains the intricacies of firing
Civil War weapons.
Below: Cadet 3rd Class Dan Jackson in a World
War 1 uniform is coached by history instructor Lt.
Col. Dave Bachler.

(World War II - Korea); 7.62mm
caliber M14 rifle (Vietnam); 5.56mm
caliber M16A2 rifle and M-4 Carbine,
and the 9mm M-9 pistol (today).
A total of 31 cadets and one faculty
member attended the shoot, which ran
from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.. Shooters paid
for their own ammunition and fired 70
rounds total, enough to familiarize
with each weapon.
“It was an informative, fun and a
valuable experience,” Colonel
Watanabe said.

This month in Air Force history
May 1, 1960 — The Soviet Union shot down a U-2 surveillance plane piloted by Capt. Francis Gary Powers. Captain
Powers was tried and convicted as a U.S. spy and sentenced to
60 years in prison. Two years later he was exchanged for a
Soviet spy.
May 1, 1965 – The YF-12A interceptor, an early version of the
SR-71, set world records at 2,070.101 mph at 80,257.65 feet.
May 1, 1968 — Air National Guard tactical refueling units
completed one year of overseas duty on a continuous basis
without mobilization. This is the first operation of its type in
history of the Guard or Reserve.
May 2, 1977 — First Lt. Christine E. Schott became the first
woman undergraduate pilot training student to solo in the T38 talon.
May 3, 1952 — A C-47 made the first successful landing at
the North Pole.
May 3, 1968 — The first Air National Guard unit called to
active duty in the Vietnam conflict, the 120th Tactical Fighter
Squadron, arrived in South Vietnam and began flying combat
missions two days later.

May 5, 1970 — Air Force ROTC expanded to include
women after test programs at Ohio State, Drake, East
Carolina and Auburn Universities proved successful.
May 6, 1994 — First Lt. Leslie DeAnn Crosby graduated
from the Air National Guard’s F-16 Fighting Falcon training
course in Tucson, Ariz., and became the first U.S. Air Force
Reserve woman fighter pilot.
May 7-8, 1992 — The Command Band of the Air Force
Reserve marched in a parade in Moscow, becoming the first
U.S. military band to visit the Russian capital.
May 9, 1932 — First blind solo flight was made relying solely on instruments.
May 10, 1972 — Operation Linebacker began during the
Vietnam War.
May 12, 1968 — Lt. Col. Joe M. Jackson landed his C-123
Provider on a special forces airstrip that was being overrun
by hostile forces. Despite intense enemy fire, Colonel
Jackson rescued a three-man combat control team, earning
the Medal of Honor.

May 12, 1980 — The KC-10 Extender made its first flight.
May 13, 1911 — Lieutenants H.H. Arnold and T.D. Milling
became the first Wright School Army pilots.
May 16, 1955 — The U.S.Air Force marking is approved for
use on aircraft wings.
May 17, 1919 — The War Department ordered use of
national star insignia on all planes.
May 18, 1918 — American day bombardment aviation
began at Amenty Airdrome, France.
May 20, 1951 — Capt. James Jabara became the first U.S.
Air Force jet ace, shooting down his fifth and sixth MiG in
Korea.
May 25, 1927 — Lt. James H. Doolittle performed the first
known successful outside loop.
May 28, 1959 — Monkeys Able and Baker are recovered
alive from the Atlantic Ocean near Antigua Island after a
flight to an altitude of 300 miles in the nose cone of a Jupiter
missile launched from Cape Canaveral, Fla.

15

Academy Spirit
May 4, 2007

Towing the line
a great way of life
Photos by Ann Patton

Pilot Monte Squires checks the engine of
one of the six Cub Crafters “Top Cubs”
before heading to the airfiled.
Below: Ryan Paradis awaits the next glider.

Courtesy Photo

By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

They are the “Dukes of Drag,” the “Popes of
Rope,” the “Thugs of Tug.”
The 17 pilots who tow the Academy’s gliders love
what they do.
“It’s like being in a squadron again. We love to fly,
we love the military,” said chief pilot Monte Squires.
“It’s a good deal.”
All but four are retired military and most of them
are retired Air Force officers. All towing operations are
contracted with Doss Aviation Inc.
Their credentials read like an aviation honor roll.
The military pilots have flown fighters, bombers,
tankers and helicopters. One is a former U-2 spy plane
pilot and another a MiG pilot who flew with the
“Aggressors” out of Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.
Other tow pilots have flown commercial airliners,
corporate aircraft and with the Civil Air Patrol.
Some own their own planes, some are Federal
Aviation Administration certified flight instructors,
and one owned a soaring and ballooning school.
As a group, the pilots have accumulated 10 postgraduate degrees, including one Ph.D. Seven are
Academy graduates.
The average flight time for all the pilots is 11,000
hours, and the pilots range in age from 46 to 74.
The six Cub Crafters “Top Club” aircraft the pilots
navigate, which are owned by Doss, are a new and redesigned aircraft based on the Piper Super Cub (PA18).
They fly, gliders in tow, to three basic altitudes. In
the “pattern tow,” pilots tow the gliders 6,500 feet
mean sea level where glider pilots release and land. In
the “area tow,” the pilots ascend to 9,500 MSL and
glider pilots maneuver, train, return to the landing
pattern and land.
A “high tow” or “acro tow” takes the gliders to
12,500 MSL where the cadets can perform acrobatics,
including spin training.
These “Princes of Pull” never find their job
routine.
“It gets in your blood,” Mr. Squires said. “Even

though we often fly the exact same track, the winds are
different, the gliders different. You’d think it would be
boring but it’s not.”
They all aim for the “perfect tow,” with just the
right altitude, speed and direction.
The pilots fly between 15 and 20 sorties a day, in
the summer from sunrise to sunset between 26 and 28.
They also deploy when cadets head out for training in
cross country gliding and aerobatics.
During flight time five of the tow planes are on the
flight line, and pilots fly in two shifts. They juggle
refueling so a glider is never left waiting.
The cadets are a pleasure to work with for the
pilots.
“They are good group of people,” said flight
leader Lin Chayer, Academy Class of 1972. “It’s fun
working with these cadets.” Their willingness to spend
many hours of their personal time flying impresses
him.
“They’re just so eager and enthusiastic,” pilot Lee
Mazzarella said. “It’s unusual to find respect in that
age group, and it’s nice to hear ‘yes, sir’ and ‘no, sir.’”
Pilot Pete Peterson stressed that most of the cadets
were probably wooed by other big name schools. For
that reason, he, too, is impressed.
“They all want to be here,” he said.
The tow pilots also enjoy the camaraderie with
cadets and appreciate their learning curve for flying.
The tow pilots can eavesdrop on the conversation

between the trainer pilot and the student pilot in the
glider because there is no engine noise from the
gliders. One student pilot brought a smile to his tow
pilot when he requested clearance to 95,000 feet
instead of 9,500 feet.
“After their first solo flight, out come the cell
phones,” Mr. Peterson said. “You can hear them say,
‘Hey, Mom, guess what I just did.’”
Attrition in the ranks of Academy tow pilots is
rare. The most senior pilot began towing in 1982, and
as a group the pilots average more than eight years’
towing experience at the Academy.
Mr. Peterson said most of the pilots who leave do
so for medical reasons. All Academy tow pilots must
pass a stringent medical screening identical to that for
commercial airline pilots.
“You have to trust each other,” Mr. Mazzarella said
of the pilots. One example is that when the morning
shift inspects the aircraft, the afternoon shift trusts
their judgment and does no inspection of their own.
They also trust each other in the air.
“A mid-air collision could ruin your day,” Mr.
Squires quipped.
Mr. Mazzarella noted the pilots have a special
kinship with each other from the love of flying.
“We enjoy being with professional people with
similar views,” he said.
If not all the tow pilots, it’s a perfect world.
“And they pay us too,” Mr. Squires said.

Photos by Ann Patton

Retired Navy pilot Monte Squires (left) and 1971 Academy grad Ryan Paradis enoy some friendly competition.
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Leake earns
scholarship
Senior Blair Leake was
awarded an NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship of $7,500 for
her intercollegiate and
academic accomplishments.
The team captain of the
women’s swim team was one of
58 student athletes to earn the
honor for winter sport athletes.
Leake is a two-time AllMountain West Conference
performer and holds the school
record in the 200-yard breaststroke. The operations research
major holds a 3.88 cumulative
grade-point average. She’s been
named to the to the Dean’s and
Athletic list seven times and is
the only cadet named a Dean’s
Ace (4.0 GPA) twice since that
award’s inception in 2004.

Pilch makes hall
Former Falcon baseball
player Lance Pilch will be
inducted into the Verizon
Academic All-America Hall of
Fame in July. The ceremony
will be in San Diego as part of
the College Sports Information
Directors of America convention. Pilch joins former Falcons
Brock Strom, Rich Mayo,
Michelle Johnson, Chad
Hennings and Chris Howard.
That’s more than any other
school in the nation.

Kudos for coach
Former Falcon head football coach Fisher DeBerry will
be honored with a parade on the
terrazzo today at 4:30 p.m.
Attendees should be in place by
4:20 p.m. Uniform is service
dress. DeBerry will also be
given a tribute at a dinner
Saturday at the Broadmoor
Hotel’s Colorado Hall starting
at 6 p.m. Tickets are $60. For
more information, call the
Academy Athletic Association
Marketing Department at
333-2626.

Sky Sox salute AF
May 11 is the 17th annual
Air Force Appreciation Day as
the Colorado Springs Sky Sox
play the Nashville Sounds at
Security Service Field. Free
vouchers for reserved seats are
available (limit four per person)
on a first-come, first-served
basis at the Information, Tickets
and Tours offices in the
community center and Vandenberg Hall. These vouchers are
exchanged for game tickets at
the Sky Sox Ticket Office
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
vouchers may be upgraded to
a field-level box seat for $4 at
the stadium ticket window with
a DoD ID. For more information, call 333-3241.
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AF falls to CSU,
TCU in MWC
Championships
By Melissa McKeown and
Jerry Cross
Athletic Media Relations

The home court advantage
wasn’t enough to help the Falcon
men or women.
The Colorado State Rams
used a dramatic doubles victory
to propel them to a 4-2 victory
over Air Force in the first round
of the 2007 Mountain West
Conference Women’s Tennis
Championships April 25 at the
Academy.
The eighth-seeded Rams
(10-11) advanced to the quarterfinals to meet top-seeded BYU.
Air Force, meanwhile, finished
its season with a 10-16 record.
CSU jumped out to an early
1-0 lead by winning two of the
three doubles matches. The
Rams’ No. 1 team of Emily
Kirchem and Hilary Tyler opened
with an 8-4 victory over Falcons
Kelly Morgan and Karissa
Walker. Air Force battled back
with an 8-6 win at the No. 2 spot
by Christine Abayan and Erlyn
Rudico over Anette Pohjalainen
and Lauren Strasberger, setting
up the decisive match at No. 3.
Laura Neal and Sarah
Seltsam clinched the doubles
point for CSU by saving a match
point in the tiebreaker and
downing Meghan Kiser and Erika
Shortridge, 9-8. The Ram duo
won the tiebreaker, 8-6.
In singles play, Kiser evened
the team match at 1-all with a 60, 6-4 victory over Pohjalainen
at the No. 4 position. However,
Colorado State won the next two
matches to take a 3-1 lead.
Kirchem improved to 15-13
overall and 8-9 at the No. 1 position with a 6-2, 6-2 win over
Abayan at the top spot for a 2-1
lead, then Strasberger posted a 6-

4, 6-4 victory at No. 2 singles
over Lauren Wilson.
Rudico kept the Falcons alive
by winning the No. 6 match, 60, 6-4 over Rui Xu, but Tyler
clinched the team match for the
Rams with a come-from-behind,
6-7, 7-5, 6-0 victory over Walker
at the No. 3 spot. The No. 5
match between CSU’s Greer
Satherlie and Morgan did not
finish.
Meanwhile, the TCU men’s
tennis team advanced to the semifinals of the 2007 MWC Men’s
Tennis Championships April 26
with a 4-0 victory over host Air
Force. TCU, seeded No. 2 at the
tournament and ranked 68th in
Photo by Danny Meyer
the nation, improved to 10-11
Air Force’s Meghan Kiser serves during the Falcons match
and faced the No. 3 seed, UNLV,
against Colorado State.
in the semifinals. With the loss,
Air Force ended its season with Conference 2006-07 All- the all-MWC team with one
Conference men’s team April 25. doubles team each.
an 11-16 record.
This will mark the fourth
The Horned Frogs took an The MWC team is selected by the
time
in conference history that the
league’s
seven
head
coaches.
early 1-0 lead by winning the
top two doubles matches. TCU’s Alexander was selected to the men’s and women’s champiduo of Cosmin Cotet and Kriegler singles team after posting a 13- onships were conducted together
Brink won the No. 1 match, 8- 20 overall record and a 9-15 mark and the first time they were
played at the Academy.
2, over Robby Alexander and at No. 1 singles this season.
BYU captured the women’s
BYU, New Mexico, San
Ryan White. The doubles point
crown,
4-0, over third seed UNLV.
Diego
State,
TCU
and
Utah
each
was clinched when Radu Barbu
and Chris Biro downed Brett had a league-high two singles The Runnin’ Rebels turned the
Rodgers and Austin Francis, 8- players on the all-MWC team, tables by beating the Cougars, 45, at the No. 2 position. TCU followed by Air Force and UNLV 1, in the men’s final.
TCU won both titles last
was winning the No. 3 match, 7- with one apiece. Six of the seven
programs were represented on season.
6, when the match was halted.
Stuart Row gave the Frogs a
2-0 lead with a decisive, 6-1, 60 victory over Greg Ferry at No.
6 singles. Brink made it 3-0 with
a 6-1, 6-1 victory at No. 4 singles
over White, who moved up from
the No. 5 spot after Air Force’s
Mike Youn was unable to play.
TCU’s Cotet, ranked 103rd
in the nation, clinched the match
with a 6-1, 6-1 victory over
Alexander at the No. 1 position.
Despite the loss Alexander
was named to the Mountain West

Photo by Joel Strayer

Photo by Joel Strayer

Air Force senior Ryan White eyes a TCU opponent during a
doubles match.

Falcon senior Robby Alexander volleys during the Mountain
West Conference Men’s Championships against TCU.
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Tough luck loss sets tone for series
By Nick Arseniak
Athletic Media Relations

PROVO, Utah - Air Force
dropped a Mountain West
Conference baseball game at
BYU in heartbreaking fashion,
as the Cougars pushed across
a pair of runs in the seventh
inning to rally for a 5-4 win
over the Falcons April 26 at
Miller Park.
The loss spoiled a stellar
pitching performance from

Falcon starter Casey Allen.
Allen contained the potent
Cougar offense by scattering
10 hits in six-plus innings,
allowing four runs. Reliever
Michael Ruvolo (0-6), who
allowed the game-tying and
winning runs, was charged with
the loss.
Freshman David Miller
also pitched well for the
Falcons, throwing two innings
of shutout relief.
BYU starter Jordan Muir

Photo courtesy Athletic Media Relations

Shortstop K.J. Randhawa is battering Mountain West
Conference pitching. The freshman’s .440 batting average
ranks sixth in the league. Randhawa hit .462 against BYU
last weekend, going 6-for-13. The Fairfield, Calif., native has
a seven-game hitting streak which raised his batting average from .207 to .274.

(5-3) picked up with win,
allowing four runs off eight
hits in seven innings. Reliever
Matt Jensen picked up his
second save of the year with
two scoreless innings of relief.
The Falcons collected nine
hits, led by freshman K.J.
Randhawa who continued
continued his hot hitting in
conference play by going 2for-4.
Air Force jumped out to an
early 2-0 lead with a pair of
runs in the top of the first. BYU
rallied with a run in the bottom
of the inning and then took a 32 lead with two runs in the third
inning.
The Falcons answered with
two runs in the top of the fourth
to re-take the lead, 4-3. Pitching
took charge until BYU’s
seventh inning comeback.
Air Force had a pulse in
the ninth as Chay Derbigny
singled with two outs. But, the
Falcon speedster was thrown
out trying to steal second by
BYU catcher and Pueblo, Colo.,
native, J.T. Musso.
BYU had 12 hits in the
game. Kent Walton went 2-for3 with three runs scored and
Apana Nakayama went 3-for4 with a run and RBI.
Nakayama’s two RBI’s
helped fuel the Cougars 10-hit
attack in game two April 27, a

7-4 BYU come from behind
win.
Air Force jumped out to an
early 1-0 first inning lead. BYU
bounced back with two runs in
the second to go ahead 2-1.
The Falcons tied the game
in the third but the Cougars
erupted for five runs in the
bottom of the frame to jump
ahead for good, 7-2.
Air Force reliever Mitch
Brown pitched effectively,
allowing two runs in six
innings. The senior threw five
scoreless innings to end the
game.
The bluesuiters had 10 hits.
Randhawa went 3-for-5 and
Karl Bolt went 2-for-5 with
two RBIs. Geno Salazar hit his
sixth homer of the year for the
Falcons.
BYU swept the series by
rallying again to win 11-2 on
Saturday. The loss dropped the
Falcons to 7-36 and 0-17 in the
MWC. The Cougars improved
to 25-16 and 10-5 in conference
play.
Air Force led 1-0 in the
third inning when BYU rallied
for 11 unanswered runs in the
next tree innings to pull away.
The Falcons take on Utah
Valley State (19-26) and
Northern Colorado (10-24)
today and Saturday at Jackson
Field in Greeley, Colo.

Falcons fall to late Denver rally
Meister, Nevitt log
four-points each
By Melissa McKeown
Athletic Media Relations

DENVER - Despite holding a fourgoal lead in the first half, the Air Force
lacrosse team could not stave off a late
Denver rally, falling to the Pioneers, 11-9,
Saturday at Barton Lacrosse Stadium.
The Pioneers struck for three goals in
the final three minutes of the game, including
an empty-net score with three seconds to
play to grab the come-from-behind victory.
The Falcons fall to 2-9 on the season,
1-4 in the Great Western Lacrosse League,
while the Pioneers improve to 8-7 overall,
3-2 in the GWLL.
The Falcons scored the only goal of
the opening period, with a tally from senior
midfielder Justin Kuchta. Although Denver
tied the game at 1-1 early in the second
period, Air Force closed out the half with
three unanswered straight scores, including
a pair from senior attacker Michael Weber.
The Pioneers scored to start the third
period, but Air Force answered twice to
increase its lead to 6-2. However, Denver
outscored the Falcons 5-1 over the remainder
of the period to tie the game at 7-7 going

into the final period.
An unassisted goal from sophomore
midfielder Griffin Nevitt put Air Force back
on top with 12:34 to play in the fourth
quarter. Less than two minutes later, Denver
tied it at 8.
A quick goal by junior attacker Kevin
Crumrine gave the Falcons a 9-8 edge. The
game went scoreless for the next seven
minutes before Denver’s three-goal rally.
Denver native Will Meister (two goals,
two assists) and Nevitt (one goal, three
assists) led the Falcons attack. Weber, who
added an assist to his two goals, finished
with a career-high three points. Other Falcon
goal scorers were senior Kyle O’Neill, the
first of his career and sophomore Eric Evans.
Dan Gnazzo added his first career assist on
O’Neill’s goal.
Kuchta and Nevitt remained tied for
the team lead with 18 goals. Meister tops
the club with 17 assists while Nevitt has a
team-high 33 points.
Ilija Gajic paced the Pioneers with two
goals and two assists, while Jon Paulson
added two goals, including the game-winner,
and an assist.
Denver out shot Air Force 50-29, won
13 face offs to Air Force’s 10 and committed
just 16 turnovers to the Falcons 23.
Despite the loss Air Force holds a 5114 all-time advantage over Denver, but have

Photo by Dave Armer

Falcon sophomore midfielder Griffin
Nevitt, pictured, and senior attacker
Will Meister with four-points each
against Denver, extended their scoring
streaks to 24 games apiece.

not won a game against the Pioneers since
a 6-5 home victory in 2002.
The Falcons end the season Sunday,
when they travel to Durham, N.C., to face
the second-ranked Duke Blue Devils.

Scoreboard
INTERCOLLEGIATE
Lacrosse
April 28 at Denver, Colo.
Denver 11
Falcons 9

Baseball
April 26-28 at Provo, Utah
BYU 5-7-11
Falcons 4-4-2

Golf
April 28 at Tucson, Ariz.
Mountain West Conference Championships
Falcons 298-314-312=924 (+72)
9th

Men’s Tennis
April 26 at AFA
Mountain West Conference Championships
Quarterfinals
TCU 4
Falcons 0

Women’s Tennis
April 25 at AFA
Mountain West Conference Championships
First Round
Colorado State 4
Falcons 2

Track and Field
April 27 and 28 at Des Moines, Ore.
98th annual Drake Relays
(1600-meter Sprint Medley Relay)
Kellen Curry, Travis Picou, Nick
Luini, Kevin Hawkins
3:19.52 5th (New Academy
record time)
(4x1600-meter Relay)
Ian McFarland, Jason Back, Sean
Houseworth, Matt Williams
16:15.90, 6th (5th fastest time
in Academy history)

Fencing
April 29 at Boulder, Colo.
2007 Rocky Mountain Sectional Championships
Jason Stockdale, 1st Men’s Epee

INTRAMURAL
Volleyball
Final Regular Season
W
Team
DFL
13
MDG
11
AD
11
DFF
9
DRU
8
CW
6
CES/J&J
5
*306 FTG
1
*Prep/DF
0
*Forfeited from league

L
2
4
4
6
7
9
10
14
8

April 26
MDG 26, 25
DRU forfeit win
DFF forfeit win

DRU 15, 19
CES/J&J
CES/J&J

April 30
DFL 25, 25
DFL 25, 25
CES/J&J 14, 27, 15

DFF 17, 9
CW 20, 11
CW 25, 25, 10

May 1
DFF 25, 25
AD 20, 25, 17
AD 27, 25
DFL forfeit win
End regular season
May 2
Playoffs-Double
DFL 25, 25
AD 25, 27
AD 25, 21, 15
MDG 26, 25

CW 17, 19
DFF 25, 16, 16
MDG 26, 21
306 FTG

Elimination
DFF 15, 21
MDG 21, 25
DFL 15, 25, 7
DFF 13, 18

Golf
May 2
Matches postponed due to inclement weather.
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COMMUNITY
the outdoor adventure program will be
available. For more information, call
Capt. James Weinstein at 333-5070 or Bill
Coble at 333-2940.

May is Fitness Month

A special showing of Murderball, a
documentary on quad rugby, is Satruday
from 7-9 p.m. in Fairchild Hall, F-1.
After the showing, U.S. Paralympic Quad
Rugby players will share their personal
accounts. For more information, call
Capt. Sabine Peters at 333-4985.

To celebrate Fitness Month, the
Academy Health and Wellness Center is
hosting a weekly 5K run Tuesdays
throughout May. Run times and refreshments are provided.
The start and finish point is at the
pavilion at the bottom of Park Drive. The
event is open to everyone. Prizes will be
given to the first female and first male
to finish each week.
For more information, call 333-3733.

Paralympic Rugby demo

Traffic cops help

Documentary scheduled

The U.S. Paralympic Quad Ruby
Team will demonstrate their sport May
11 from 7-9 p.m. at the base fitness
center’s west court. Those brave enough
can challenge the team. Equipment will
be provided. For more information, call
Capt. Sabine Peters at 333-4985.

Calling all cyclists
The Falcons Cycling Club is looking
for all Academy road cyclists, mountain
bikers and triathletes for a meeting
Monday at 5 p.m. in the hospital dining
room on the second floor. All ages and
abilities are welcome. Information on

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.

El Paso County’s Sheriff’s Office is
helping with Academy traffic enforcement
under a new agreement that started
Tuesday.
The agreement includes Academy
School District 20 and is partly in response
to student drivers at Air Academy High
School.
The sheriff ’s office will conduct
monthly targeted traffic enforcement on
base.
If students are stopped by the 10th
Security Forces, base police will request
a summons be written by the Air Academy
school resource officer which will allow
students to be cited as juveniles in county
court rather than federal court, which
has no provision for juveniles.
Students who receive a second ticket
will lose their parking permits, and
appeals will be handled by D-20 officials.

Teen job search & rØsumØ
workshop

Buddhist Worship
Wed. - 6:30 p.m. -All Faiths Room

The Academy Airman and Family
Readiness Flight presents a teen job
search and résumé workshop Saturday
from 8 a.m. to noon and Wednesday 4-6
p.m.
Participants must attend both
sessions. The workshop is open to
dependent children of active duty, retiree,
Reservists and DoD civilians only. The
workshop consists of job search information, volunteer opportunities, application/résumé writing techniques, interviewing tips and a local employer
panel. Attendees must be at least 14 years
old. Call Jeannie Lopez at 333-3168/3444
to register.

Muslim Prayer
Fridays - Noon - Muslim Prayer Room,
Chapel Basement

Military Spouse Appreciation
Day set

(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Weekday
Mon., Tues., Thurs. - 6:45 a.m.
Wednesday
Catholic Adoration - 6 p.m.
Mass - 7 p.m.

Protestant Services:
Sunday
Contemporary - 10:30 a.m.
Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday
Catholic Mass - 11:30 a.m.
Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday
Liturgical - 5:30 p.m.
For more information, call 333-3300.

The annual Military Spouse
Appreciation Day is Tuesday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Armed Services
Southeast YMCA, 2190 Jet Wing Drive.
Free haircuts, massages, a fashion show,
lunch and more are available. Child care
is offered with a prior reservation. Call
622-9622 for more information.

or for more information, call 333-3733.

New MSS hours change
Standardized customer walk-in
service hours at 10th Mission Support
Squadron customer service areas are
Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Impacted is the military personnel flight,
civilian personnel flight, Airman and
family readiness flight and the education and training flights.
More information is available at
333-3535.

Operation Purple Camp
coming
The National Military Family
Association is sponsoring Operation
Purple Camp, where children ages 7-16
whose parent has been deployed anytime
during May 2006 to August 2008, will
camp July 25-31 at the Farish Recreation
Area.
The camp is open to all sister services. Activities include geo-caching,
horseback riding, archery, paddle boats,
fishing, rock climbing and mountain
biking. For more information or to
register, go to www.operationpurple.org.

Commissary sale today
The Academy Commissary has a
case lot sale today from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The sale offers savings as much as 50
percent.

Contract positions available
The community center chapel has
these appropriated fund contract positions available: Protestant Traditional
Music Coordinator, Protestant Religious
Education Coordinator and Catholic
Religious Education Coordinator. For
information or to obtain a Statement of
Work (SOW), call the chapel at 3333300. Résumés and sealed bids should be
submitted to Mike Slocum, 333-6081,
by June 30.

Student jobs offered
The commissary is accepting applications for the Student Temporary
Employment Program. Information on
how to apply is at the commissary.

Attic volunteers sought
Volunteers are needed to keep the
Academy Airman’s Attic open. It helps
junior ranking Airmen with free clothing,
furniture, appliances and more. Paid
childcare is available for volunteers. The
attic is open Tuesdays and Thursdays
from noon to 4 p.m. To volunteer, call
Cassie Nordin at 472-7923 and leave a
message.
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The start/finish location is the picnic
pavilion at the Willow Springs Fishing
Ponds. Register anytime between 8 a.m.
and noon and walk at your own pace.
For more information, call Mike at 4950404 or Russ at 667-5662.

Volunteer class
The Bear Creek and Fountain Creek
Nature Centers present a volunteer orientation class May 12 from 9-11:30 a.m.
at the Bear Creek Nature Center. The
class prepares volunteers 18 years of age
and older. Volunteers provide information to nature center visitors and
programs for school children, help with
special events and projects and assist
with public programs and hikes. For
more information, call Paula Megorden
at 520-6388 by Thursday.

Free concert set
The Soli Deo Gloria Choir will
present the free concert, “Beautiful
Savior,” May 12 at 7:30 p.m. at Sunrise
United Methodist Church, 2655
Briargate Blvd. Featured is Haydn’s Te
Deum for the Empress Marie Therese
and Christiansen’s famous Beautiful
Savior, plus choral works by Scarlatti,
Martini, Schütz, Stroope and others.
Non-perishable food items for Care and
Share will be accepted.

Gleneagle Run nears
The Third Annual Gleneagle Spirit
5K Run/Walk for Fun is May 19 from
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. at the Antelope Trails
Elementary School.
The 5K course winds through the
Gleneagle neighborhood east of I-25
between the North Gate and Baptist
Road exits and features a variety of
challenging elevations.
All net proceeds go to Boy Scout
Troop 194. Pre-registration cost is $23
per participant and $28 on race day.
Children younger than 14 are free.
To register, visit an official registration form pick-up location or look for
the registration form boxes along
Gleneagle Drive. For more information
call Mark Rudolph at 492-3974 or
mrudolph@stuartscottltd.com.

All about trout
The Colorado Division of Wildlife’s
Trout Unlimited Cheyenne Mountain
Chapter features speakers and programs
on topics including protection of cold
water fisheries, fly fishing, conservation and the environment the fourth
Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. The
free meeting is at 4255 Sinton Road.
Visit www.cmctu.org for more information.

Cooking class offered
The Academy Health and Wellness
Center offers “A lighter side of cooking,”
a series where participants learn how to
prepare healthy foods. The next session
is June 7 from 5-6:30 p.m. at the HAWC,
8137 Park Drive, and will feature healthy
desserts.
Participants receive free recipe cards
and a Healthy Heart Cookbook. To register

Falcon Wanderers
anniversary
The Falcon Wanderers Volksmarch
Club of Colorado Springs will hold a 5
K and 10 K volksmarch event Saturday
at Fountain Creek Regional Park.

Miss the lastest
issue of the

Find it online at csmng.com
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