VOL. 47 NO. 21

MAY 25, 2007

Cadets rescued,
lessons learned
By John Van Winkle
Academy Public Affairs

Two cadets were airlifted off of
Pikes Peak Wednesday, after a
daytime hiking trip turned into a
snowbound night at 13,700 feet altitude.
Cadet 1st Class Jessi Leuschen
and Cadet 2nd Class Jesse Mortensen
embarked on a hike up the 14,110foot Pikes Peak Tuesday, trying to
take advantage of a stretch of free
time during summer transition week.
The duo started out from the
Barr Trail trailhead in Manitou
Springs, Colo., during what was a
picturesque May day.
“We prepared for a moderately
cool day and we f igured if we
reached the peak early, we would be
okay,” said Cadet Mortensen. “We
should’ve been back to the Academy
by 2 p.m. [Tuesday], but that didn’t
work out so well.”
A late-season cold front blew
through Colorado during midday,
dumping snow at high altitudes, and
on the hiking cadets.
“Everyone says to be prepared,
and we were as prepared as we could
possibly have been. But we prepared
for a moderately cold day. We just
didn’t expect a blizzard,” said Cadet
Leuschen.
Once they got above the treeline, conditions deteriorated. They
had trouble keeping to the trail, especially once the snow built up.
“He would go ahead and trudge
a path through the snow, but his feet
would sink deep in the snow. I’d
follow his footsteps, but would still
sometimes sink down up to my waist.
And if I didn’t move fast enough,
those footprints filled up with snow
and hail if I waited too long.”
The duo used some of the extra
gear they were hauling – a tent and
sleeping bags – to get warm and find
shelter from the waist-deep snow.
Then they called for help.
“I turned my cell on and thankSee RESCUE, Page 2
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Countdown to launch
Cadet 1st Class Harrison Sumerall, Cadet Squadron 24, performs the last electrical test on the FalconLaunch V
avionics case April 12 in the Department of Astronautical Engineering laboratories. It was designed, built, tested and operated by cadets through the Academy Space Systems Research Center. For the rocket launch story,
see Page 4.

Live grad coverage goes global
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

Wednesday at 9:50 a.m., Academy
radio station KAFA, 97.7 FM, will team with
the Pentagon Channel to simulcast live
coverage of the 2007 graduation ceremony
from Falcon Stadium.
The special programming will be broadcast nationwide and to an international
audience.
The Pentagon Channel is distributed
to all U.S. military installations and all
stateside cable and satellite providers.
It’s also available via the American Forces
Radio and Television Service overseas
and via the worldwide web at www.

pentagonchannel.mil.
“Give credit to Jon Zanone at Rohmann
Joint Venture,” KAFA advisor Dave West
said. “He’s the one who got us in this deal.
We appreciate him thinking about us for this
project and we’re excited to play a part.”
KAFA announcers Senior Master Sgt.
Edward Bradley and Cadet 2nd Class
Andrew Kemendo will provide audio
commentary on the ceremony to complement the video.
“This is a great opportunity for the
cadet wing to show its pride in the institution as well as getting real-world broadcasting experience,” Cadet Kemendo said.
“This will further solidify KAFA’s role as
the Academy’s voice to the community.”

KAFA’s pre-graduation broadcast will
air from 7-9:50 a.m. It’ll feature travel and
parking directions plus special programming
about the Class of 2007.
The broadcast will include how to get
medical assistance, items that can and can
not be brought into the stadium and other
important information visitors need to
know.
Arnold Hall will show the broadcast in
the theater and in the Richter Lounge.
“I’m excited for the radio station and
the Academy,” Sergeant Bradley said. “The
Class of 2007 deserves to have national
and international exposure. Hopefully we’ll
start a tradition. I have to warn you, though,
I have a face for radio.”
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Monday,Memorial Day: A time to reflect
By Senior Master Sgt. Ish Mohammed
U.S. Air Force Honor Guard first sergeant

BOLLING AFB, D.C. (AFPN) — The senseless
tragedy of Sept. 11, 2001, stirred the spirit of patriotism and unity in the hearts of all Americans. Some
of us remember how deep our emotions ran when we
heard those powerful words, “United We Stand” and
“God Bless America.”
We rallied around military members and their
families, hugged strangers, wore patriotic T-shirts,
proudly displayed American flags and made banners
that read, “Support our Troops.” Tears came to our
eyes and chills ran down our spines every time we
heard the words of Lee Greenwood patriotic song,
“”God Bless the USA.”
Hearing those words made us feel good about
ourselves and our country. Ordinary Americans were
sending their sons and daughters off to join the war
efforts in record numbers. We were united, strong
and proud, and wanted everyone around to know
how patriotic we were — duty, honor and country
inspired all of us.
It’s been nearly six years since that fateful day,
and the patriotism doesn’t echo as loud and vibrant
as it did then. What happened? Where are all the
banners, ribbons and T-shirts? Was it all a blind sense

of patriotism or have we grown tired of the war?
Regardless of our feelings, we owe it to
ourselves to not loose faith, and renew our sense of
duty and patriotism during this Memorial Day
weekend. Let the feelings of patriotism, appreciation, support, love and prayers show for our courageous men and women now defending our freedoms
in far-flung countries around the globe.
Let’s respectfully honor those who have risked
their lives for the sake of America through its times
of war and struggle. Let us not forget the brave men
and women in uniform who stood up against tyranny
and oppression, and selflessly gave their freedom so
others may have it.
Memorial Day is an opportunity for us to
express the special places we have in our hearts
honoring those who have made the ultimate sacrifice
to keep us a free country – let’s reflect on this day.
As we celebrate Memorial Day, help others to reflect
on what this day truly means for Americans.
Memorial Day is a day to reflect on the sacrifices and services of our veterans and courageous
military men and women, past and present, who
continue to inspire us by their unwavering courage
and valor.
Let’s also reflect on what our greatest national
symbol, the America flag, and those who defend it

stand for — freedom. The red represents the blood of
all our fellow Americans who gave their lives to keep
America free. The white represents peace and
freedom. And old glory’s blue — this is the hope that
America will continue to be the “land of the free and
home of the brave.”
When I reflect on what Memorial Day means to
me, I think about:
— encouraging neighbors, family members,
friends and children to visit cemeteries and place
flags or flowers on the graves of our fallen heroes.
— visiting memorials such as the Korean War
Veterans, Vietnam Veterans, National World War II
memorials, etc., and feel the presence of great
courage and sacrifice in our hearts.
— flying the POW/MIA flag and remember
those whose freedom was taken away and those not
yet accounted for.
— participating in a “National Moment of
Remembrance” at 3 p.m. to pause, listen to “Taps”
and think about the true meaning of the day.
— renewing my pledge to aid widows,
widowers, orphans and offer thanks to veterans and
the bereaved family of our fallen.
— honoring those who died in combat and
made the ultimate sacrifice in service of our great
country.

Character Development

Rescue
From Page 1
fully it worked. So I got in touch with a friend
of mine who’s an EMT, and he recommended
I call 911,” said Cadet Mortensen. From that
cell phone call, El Paso County Search and
Rescue was activated.
The county rescue agency dispatched two
teams with 11 trained rescuers. The teams
headed up the mountain, using automobiles,
snowmobiles and eventually on foot. But they
were not able to get to the cadets because of
their location and the weather.
“Throughout the night, we went over the
choices and decisions we made,” said Cadet
Lueschen. “We could have and should have
turned around at the A-frame [checkpoint on
the trail]. But we were making good time and
the skies were clear then.”
Once daylight broke, the ground teams
were able to locate the cold and snow-soaked
cadets, and got dry clothes to them. A
Colorado Army National Guard HH-60
Blackhawk helicopter was dispatched from
Buckley Air Force Base, Colo., to airlift the
ground rescue team and cadets from a mountainside landing zone to Colorado Springs.
The now-thawed-out duo returned to the
Academy that day, in time to prepare for their
Ring Dance date tonight.

Character Corner
The Foundation of Character - Integrity
The Center for Character Development’s definition of ‘character’ is: One’s moral compass, the sum of those qualities of
moral excellence, which move a person to do the right thing
despite pressures to the contrary. The foundation of character, as our Air Force practices it, is found within our first
core value; integrity. We often describe integrity as “doing
what’s right when no one else is looking.” Another view,
maybe a more important view, is “doing what’s right when
everyone else is looking.”
A very powerful force in all of our lives is one we associate
with younger generations. We call it peer pressure. Although
we commonly believe it affects only the young, it can affect all
of us at any time. We can easily default into the “everyonedoes-it” syndrome. Interestingly, we only fall into that syndrome when we’ve done bad things.
Gen. George S. Patton said, “We are always on
parade.” Someone, maybe everyone, is
always watching us. Will we do what’s
right? When we do, we’re living up to
our deepest core value of integrity.
Each time we do, we’re adding
another building block to developing our character.

Cadet Sight Picture

Character Counts airs at 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
Wednesdays on KAFA radio 97.7 FM.
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Deceased neurology chief honored by Academy
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

A memorial was dedicated Tuesday to the late
Academy Neurology Services chief, Col. Judy Lombeida.
A plaque and a small bench dedicated to her now
occupy space before the hospital’s emergency room
entrance.
“It was a token of our appreciation to one of our own
who passed away too early,” said 10th Medical Group’s
Command Chief Master Sgt. Garry Maxwell. “She was
very, very personable.”
The vehicle the Air Force neurologist was in rolled
over in Nebraska on July 20, 2006.
Remarks were made by Col. Christopher Williams,
10th MDG deputy commander, and Colonel Lombeida’s
husband, retired Air Force Lt. Col. David Backlin. Present
for the ceremony were Lt. Gen. John Regni, Academy
superintendent; Col. Jimmy McMillian, 10th Air Base Wing
commander and Col. Alan Berg, 10th MDG commander.
Colonel Lombeida was born to Julio and Antonieta
Lombeida in Guaranda, Ecuador. She graduated from the
University Autonomous, Juarez, Mexico, in 1981.
She received her medical degree with a specialty in
neurology from the University of Texas in 1985, and in
neurophysiology from Georgetown University in 1986.
“I cannot count the humanitarian missions she led,”
said Colonel Williams.
Dr. Lombeida received her Air Force commission on
Oct. 18, 1986. She served for 19 years at Air Force
medical facilities in Washington, D.C., and Biloxi, Miss.,
prior to her assignment to the Academy.
She was awarded the Star of the Armed Forces of
Ecuador, her country’s highest military honor.
Dr. Lombeida was renowned for the medical care and

compassion she provided to military members and their
families, and for leading numerous medical missions
to Central and South American countries.
Her professionalism, integrity, sense of humor,
caring and warm personality brought joy to multitudes
of patients and friends.
Her husband noted the significance of the bench.
“She always had time for everyone,” said Colonel
Backlin.

Photo by Butch Wehry

Col. Christopher Williams, 10th Medical Group deputy commander views a memorial dedicated
Tuesday to the late Academy Neurology Services chief, Col. Judy Lombeida. A plaque (above) and
photo on a small bench dedicated to her now occupies space in the grove before the hospital’s emergency roomentrance. She died from a car rollover in Nebraska, July 20, 2006.
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Cadets, NASA team on FalconLaunch V
By John Van Winkle
Academy Public Affairs

The Academy’s latest sounding
rocket was launched Tuesday from
NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility, Wallops
Island, Va.
The rocket was FalconLaunch V, the
latest in a series of rockets designed and
built by cadets, as part of a Department
of Astronautical Engineering capstone
course.
This program is a two semester
capstone design course for seniors
majoring in astronautical engineering,
systems engineering and systems engineering management. The goals for the
program are to provide a “hands-on”
educational experience for cadets, while
applying a high level of practical engineering to solve real-world problems.
Nine graduating cadets volunteered
their time after finals to work with
NASA range personnel to make the
launch happen.
“Cadets integrated the rocket,
loaded it on the NASA launch rail, and
performed payload checks on Monday,”
said Lt. Col. Ralph Sandfry,
FalconLaunch program manager.
The countdown began at 3 a.m.
Eastern Standard Time, and proceeded
smoothly to the 6-9 a.m. launch window.
“Unlike our April attempt, weather
was beautiful. So nice, that several
slow-moving sailboats fouled our launch
range and delayed the launch for nearly
two hours,” the colonel said.
After the delay, the countdown
resumed at T-3 minutes and proceeded

smoothly. At T-0 – 6:07 a.m. Mountain
Standard Time — the FalconLaunch
test manager, Cadet 1st Class James
Lee, pressed the launch button. Cadet
teams operated two separate ground
stations and tracked the rocket, along
with NASA radars and cameras.
“Initial estimates are the rocket
reached Mach 3.5 and an altitude of
roughly 15,000 feet,” said Colonel
Sandfry. “Although the launch was
initially very smooth, we experienced
a fin failure at about 6 seconds into
flight. The rocket flew for more than two
minutes and landed several miles
offshore. It floated long enough for
NASA to dispatch a local fishing boat
to recover it.”
“At this time, it’s unknown if the
telemetry system recorded any data,” he
added. “The team will return the
avionics to the Academy where we will
attempt to retrieve position, velocity
and acceleration data from the telemetry
system.”
Despite the outcome, NASA
personnel were very impressed with
the cadet team.
“The Air Force Academy cadets
put a lot of effort in this project. All
the preflight testing went extremely
well,” said Mr. Phil Eberspeaker, chief
of NASA’s Sounding Rockets Program
Office.
Cadets worked with NASA to meet
all of the safety, analysis, test and operations requirements throughout the year.
“Although they did not achieve all
mission objectives, cadets will never
forget this program. The lessons learned

today, and throughout the year, have
made them better Air Force officers,”
said Mr. Eberspeaker. “This project
was a great collaboration between
NASA and the Air Force that allowed
the Academy cadets to learn the NASA
approach to conducting a small suborbital space mission.”
While the current group of
FalconLaunch cadets graduates
Wednesday, they will take the lessons
of working, managing and troubleshooting a space program with them
after graduation.
“I’m very proud of our team and
happy with the lessons they learned
throughout this year in the
FalconLaunch V program,” said Col.
Marty France, permanent professor and
head of the Department of Astronautical
Engineering.
“We wish we had good news, but
this is really the academic equivalent of
a football bowl game. We did everything
we thought we needed to do to prep for
the event, spirit was high, the team
worked together and made some big
sacrifices to pull off this delayed launch.
The bad news is, we lost this game.
We’ll take the lessons learned from our
failure analysis and I’m confident that
next year’s FalconLaunch VI team will
build on these lessons.”
“We will ultimately achieve our
goal of reaching 100 kilometers altitude,
but more importantly, we’ll continue to
produce Second Lieutenants who’ve
Courtesy Photo
‘Learned Space by Doing Space,’ and FalconLaunch V, the cadet designed, built
are ready to serve our country,” the and tested rocket, lifts off Tuesday at
Wallops Island, Va.
colonel said.
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SECAF sets sights on space at Pete
By Tech. Sgt. Kate Rust
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE,
Colo. (AFPN) – “Setting the strategic
conditions for victory starts right here
in (Air Force) Space Command,” said
Secretary of the Air Force Michael W.

Wynne as he visited here May 7.
Gen. Kevin P. Chilton, the AFSPC
commander and 1976 Air Force
Academy graduate, met with the secretary for an office call and several briefings, focusing on the command’s
mission as well as current training initiatives.

“Space is approaching a $200 billion
global industry,” General Chilton said.
“The world has come to depend heavily
on space.”
AFSPC continues to be there for the
nation and the world, Secretary Wynne
said.
Clearly a priority, the general led the
day’s discussions with space professional development. National Security
Space Institute representatives provided
background and training status information to the secretary.
“We were very proud to present the
success of the space professional
development program since it is
critical to enabling the command’s
priority of developing and retaining
people with the necessary expertise,”
said Maj. Denise Harris of the Space
Professional Management Office at
AFSPC. “It is an Air Force-level
program focusing on career development, which ensures we have highly

competent, motivated Airmen with the
depth and breadth of skills to deliver
space power.”
When the discussion turned to
retaining space professionals, the secretary indicated he is “pushing hard to
make professional training relevant to
personal goals.”
As it stands, it can be problematic
to pursue a graduate degree due to
course availability and funding,
according to officials in the SPMO.
The command has a number of initiatives, which includes a space certificate
pilot program and online distance
learning.
“Once you’re in space, the bug hits
you, and you don’t want to leave,”
Secretary Wynne said referring to
careers based around space operations.
“To offer advanced academic degrees
in the space fields could help secure
professionals beyond 25 years to 35
and even 45 years.”

Photo by Tech Sgt. Raheem Moore

Secretary of the Air Force Michael W. Wynne and Gen. Kevin P. Chilton listen
to a briefing May 7 at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., on several focus areas
of Air Force Space Command, including space professional development
and the National Space Security Institute. General Chilton is the AFSPC
commander and a 1976 Academy graduate.
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101 summer days critical for a reason
Compiled by Academy Spirit staff

The “101 Critical Days of Summer” is near.
This campaign begins on Monday, Memorial
Day and ends on Labor Day, Sept. 3.
“This is when we hit the road for the annual
family vacation, take part in outdoor activities or
if all else fails, stay home and do some home
improvements,” said Mr. Tim Lujan, Academy
occupational safety specialist. “Summer means
many things to us, but for our cadets, it means
going home and spending some quality time with
family and friends. It means taking a well-deserved
break from all the academic and military training
they endured here. It means having fun.”
But the Academy safety official had some less
than glowing reports.
“Last year, our Air Force community experienced 18 fatalities in this 15-week period,” Mr.
Lujan said. “Eleven of those involved private
motor vehicle operations either operating or
riding as a passenger which makes it the main
Air Force mishap. Even with the rise in the price
of gas, the car will still be our choice of transportation for us and hundreds of thousand
motorists who will share the road with you this
summer.”
The safety expert calls for keeping in mind
these factors when planning a summer road trip:
Vehicle breakdown. Vehicle breakdown
leads to nervous breakdown that can dampen
any family road trip, and is expensive in most
cases. Ensure your vehicle is in good operating
condition. Make sure you have a working spare
tire and jack kit.
Fatigue.As an operator, you must get enough

rest before getting behind the wheel. Use multiple
operators when possible and ensure they are
rested as well.
Weather and road conditions. Rain makes
for slick and hydroplaning conditions. Reduce
speed while traveling through these and other
weather conditions. Look out for road construction delays that may keep you in heavy traffic for
several miles. This usually leads to vehicle overheating and lost travel time.
Mr. Lujan said sports and recreation was
second for mishaps and in 2006 there were four
fatalities in this area.
“The summer offers many activities we’ve
been waiting for,” he said. “Many of these activities we will be engaging in for the first time. Many
we’ve participated in for years. Although noted
more for common strains and sprains, these activities can range from minor to high risks like
bungee jumping and rock climbing. Whether
you’re a novice or experienced in a certain activity,
we must always keep our guard up. It’s those few
things that we don’t expect, consider or pay attention to that pose a threat to having a good time.
So have fun, but keep safety firmly in mind.”
The safety office staff strives to ensure that
each individual is provided with a safe working
environment.
“We would like to extend this commitment
by identifying and providing safety tips on offduty activities that we may participate in,” Mr.
Lujan said. “We hope you and your family enjoy
the summer through careful preparation and planning. Fun is exactly what we all want you to
have, but doing it safely and returning back to the
Academy safe is what we expect and what counts.”

6th
Annual
Uplift
Foundation
Golf Scramble

School’s out for summer
Cadet 1st Class Skylar Rollins celebrates the end of finals
week by taking the traditional flying leap into one of the Air
Garden Fountains.

SOUTHERN COLORADO

Sat., June 2, 9AM
Pine Creek Golf Course
Come join the fun and help provide scholarships
to qualified college-bound high school seniors
in the Colorado Springs area. Over the past 5 years
over $36,000 has been awarded.

$100/player • Sponsorships available
includes golf, cart, "goodie bag",
great food, great prizes.
and a chance to win a luxury car for a hole in one.
For info or to register contact:
Jerald Gatlin 719-229-7606
jjgatlin@hotmail.com

Photo by John Van Winkle

Tony Gray 719-351-3813
yargv@aol.com
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7

Academy Spirit
May 25, 2007

Cadets showcase skills at nationals
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Cadets returned as 11th overall from
the 2007 National Intercollegiate Flying
Association Safety and Flight Evaluation
Contest at Columbus, Ohio, May 16.
“They competed with flyers from 31
other colleges and with more than 400
competitors,” said Capt. Candice Streff,
557th Flying Training Squadron flying
team flight commander. “Our biggest
competitors are Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University - Prescott, Ariz.;
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
– Daytona, Fla.; University of North
Dakota, Ohio State University and
Purdue University.”

In Short Field Landings Cadet 1st
Class Eric Santroch was 11th in the
nation.
Power Off Landings saw Cadet 1st
Class Dan Moseby return as 9th in the
nation.
Message Drop Event, 19th in the
nation went to Cadet 2nd Class Grady
Sponaugle, pilot and Cadet 3rd Class
Kevin Johnston, drop master.
Navigation Event, First in the
nation: Cadet 1st Class Eric Santroch,
pilot, and Cadet 2nd Class Eric Foster,
navigator; 8th place was Cadet 1st Class
Ken Ackerson, pilot, and Cadet 2nd
Class Scott Siler, navigator.
Instrument Flight Rules Simulator
Event, 16th in the nation was Cadet 3rd

Class Zach Shapiro.
Aircraft Recognition Event, Cadet
2nd Class Scott Siler was 25th out of
155 competitors.
Simulated Comprehensive Aircraft
Navigation Event, 24th place, Cadet
2nd Class Brian Elliott and 28th place,
Cadet 3rd Class Kevin Johnston.
Ground Trainer was Cadet 3rd Class
Tyler Clark, 31st out of 62 competitors.
Crew Resource Management Event
went to Cadets 3rd Class Zach Shapiro
and Alex Smith was 15th in the nation.
Outstanding Team Member Award
was Cadet 2nd Class Brian Elliott and
was chosen by his flying team members
had to be participating in an event to

travel to nationals.
“The cadets practiced together and
helped each other all year,” said Captain
Streff. “We have participated for 29
years. Last year was one of our best
years as a team. We won the flying
events and were 4th overall.”
“The Flying Team cadets are dedicated, top-notch pilots who historically
do very well at Undergraduate Pilot
Training,” said Lt. Col. Ed Lombard,
557th FTS director of operatons and
T-51 instructor pilot “They represented
the Air Force well at this demanding
national competition, and they’ll
serve the Air Force well as combat
and combat support pilots in years to
come.”

Academy family days explained
By Lt. Gen. John F. Regni
Superintendent

As our training and support tempo remains at
a high level, our commitment to excellence continues
to be unparalleled. Deservingly, we wish to establish family days throughout this calendar year and
allow you and your team sufficient time off to enjoy
upcoming holidays.
Therefore, I have designated June 1, July 3, Nov.
23, Dec. 24 and Dec. 31, 2007, as family days to
coincide with the federal holidays of Independence
Day,Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years, respectively.

In those cases where mission requirements
make it impossible to grant a family day on the
designated dates, leadership should ensure affected
personnel are given time to spend with their families on another date.
The three-day period that includes June 1 and
the 2-day period of July 3 and 4 are designated as
special passes.The 4-day periods that include Nov.
23, Dec. 24 and Dec. 31 are designated as regular
pass periods.The guidelines for special passes should
be followed in accordance with AFI 36-3003, Military
Leave Program, Paragraph 8.
Under current rules for Academy civilians (AFIs
36-1004 and 36-8 15, the Academy Bargaining Unit

Contract, DoD Financial Management Regulations
and AFMAN 34-310 for non-appropriated fund
employees), employees may use annual leave, previously earned compensatory time or approved timeoff awards.
During the upcoming holidays, please exercise
good risk-management by using common sense. A
few simple things such as not wearing seat belts,unsafe
driving speeds and irresponsible alcohol consumption have all been attributed to fatalities around our
Air Force.With a few precautions, a happy and safe
year is in store for all.
Thank you for your hard work, dedication and
service to our great nation!
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Congratulations Class of 2007

GREAT STEAKS, FRESH FISH,
PASTAS, BURGERS, SALADS,
ADULT BEVERAGES
& A FUN KID’S MENU!
Seating Available in the Plane!
• LUNCHES & DINNERS
• DINING OUTS
Located 1 block east of
Powers Blvd on Fountain Blvd!
Separate Checks? No Problem!
Reservations Accepted.

Just look for the Plane!
570-7656

www.solosrestaurant.com

Get your Tickets Today at

(866) 464-2626 or online at www.TICKETSWEST.com

For more event information Call (719) 635-3547 visit www.COLORADOSPRINGSRODEO.com • Proceeds benefit the families of our Local Armed Forces
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Special Rodeo Parade, Rodeo and Salute to
the Military Supplement will appear in

The Fort Carson, Mountaineer
The Air Force Academy, Academy Spirit
The Schriever Air Force Base, Satellite Flyer
The Peterson Air Force Base, Space Observer
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and The Colorado Springs Business Journal
July 5 & 6.
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FOR INFORMATION CALL 719-329-5209
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Force Shaping
details released
Master Sgt. Mitch Gettle
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Air Force
officials recently announced new
force-shaping initiatives to be used
to meet the required 2007 fiscal year
end strength numbers.
The new initiatives are designed
to bring the Officer numbers down
as the enlisted end-strength numbers
are on target for 2007. Officials said
more than 8,000 officers must separate either through normal attrition,
retirement or force shaping measures to achieve the required balance
in force.
“It’s important to keep in mind
what force shaping is all about; the
present and future state of the Air
Force,” Lt. Gen. Roger A. Brady,
Deputy Chief of Staff, Manpower
and Personnel, said. “We have to
balance our (force) for now and the
coming years to have the kind of
force we need to win the long war
we are in now and be prepared for
whatever comes next.”
The Air Force will look for
volunteers but will also initiate involuntary shaping programs to achieve
a balanced force. The force-shaping
program maximizes the Air Force’s
voluntary separation authority and
also allows implementation for involuntary shaping programs as needed.
The Air Force starts the 2007
force-shaping program with three
tools to lower the number of active
duty officers. These three initiatives
are Voluntary Separation Pay (VSP),
Selective Early Retirement Board
(SERB) and a f iscal 2007 Force
Shaping Board (FSB). Under U.S.
Code Title 10, the Secretary of the
Air Force has authority to use these
force-shaping tools.
The VSP incentive will be
offered to line of the Air Force officers (including judge advocates),
and chaplains with more than six
and no more than exactly 12 years
of service to encourage their sepaSee FORCE SHAPING, Page 3
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Don’t miss your issue of the

Photo by Danny Meyer

Face time with the cadre
A cadet basic and an upper classman Basic Cadet Training Cadre member get acquainted. Most of the training
now underway in Jacks Valley is being conducted by senior cadet instructors. The training concludes Aug. 5
with a 3.2 mile march back to the cadet area. See story Pages 14-15.

I would like to subscribe to the Academy Spirit for1 year

Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________

Hantavirus prevention efforts emphasized
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The death of a military retiree on
vacation July 19 at the Academy’s
Peregrine Pines FamCamp, was confirmed
July 21 as the first fatality related to the
Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome in El
Paso County.
There have been 48 cases of HPS in
Colorado between 1993 and 2005, and
more than 400 cases have been confirmed
in the United States. The virus got its
name from the Hantaan River in Korea
where the disease was first located.
Col. Christian Benjamin, commander
of the 10th Aerospace Medicine Squadron,
said he believes the military retiree
contracted the virus after cleaning a
confined space underneath his recreational vehicle or trailer.

News

Infected rodents excrete the virus in
urine, droppings and saliva. These excretions contaminate dirt and dust that
becomes airborne. Humans are infected
by breathing in airborne particles of the
virus in contaminated dirt.
Known carriers of HPS in North
America are the deer mouse, the whitefooted mouse, the rice rat and the cotton
rat. Every rodent within these species,
however, is not necessarily a carrier.
The Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment reports increased
populations of some rodent hosts of
Hantaviruses in some areas of the
state,because of increased vegetation as
a result of wetter than usual weather. Deer
mice and other HPS carriers are generally
not found in urban or suburban settings
but in rural or semi-rural Colorado locations.
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Boyd receives
honor
posthumously
By Academy Public Affairs

See BOYD, Page 4

Photo by John Van Winkle

Straight shooter
Staff Sgt. Daniel Arens, Academy firefighter, pulls a charged water hose while attempting to knock over a volleyball-size target during a Combat Firefighter Challenge qualifying meet in Westminster, Colo., last weekend.
The five-member team has qualified for six consecutive years and will travel to Atlanta in October for the national competition. For more on the firefighters who make up the Academy team, see page 5.

Top 3 rewarded for service before self
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit Staff

For 23 years the Academy Top 3 has
donated countless hours and talents toward
making life better on and off base.
In recognition of the service organization’s contributions, the Top 3 has been
awarded
the Academy’s
2006
Distinguished Service Award to be
presented during Parents’Weekend Sept.
1.
“To be recognized for this award is a
huge honor,” outgoing president Senior
Master Sgt. Judy Bailly, 10th Mission
Support Squadron, said. “I’m particularly honored to be given the privilege of

serving with Top 3.”
The approximately 120 members have
a long list of accomplishments. The group
instituted the Order of the Sword ceremony
to honor a selected Academy commander
as a leader among leaders, an Airman
among Airman.
The base picnic, now in its third year,
is steered by the Top 3 and is the only
annual event bringing all Academy
personnel together to enjoy rare down
time.
“It’s very exciting to take over the
picnic. It’s the result of a lot of team work
with everyone pitching in,” Sergeant Bailly
said.
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Deployed to a
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That’s a 33% discount!

Lockbox 12-2632, 1200 Energy Park Dr. St. Paul, MN 55108 • (800) 451-9998
Also for your convenience, we accept all major credit cards.

_

_

_

Keeping in touch with the Air Force Academy

different beat
Page 3

only $89 for the entire year (50 issues)
SPECIAL OFFER:
parent/grandparent discount for $60!

Enclosed is my check or money order for $89 ❏
or Parent/grandparent reduced rate of $60
❏
Send this form along with your payment to: Dolan Media Company

See TOP 3, Page 4

News
for prof

Phone: ___________________________________________

See HANTAVIRUS, Page 4

Sports
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Academy officials presented the
2004 Thomas D. White National
Defense Award posthumously to Col.
John R. Boyd at an awards ceremony
Wednesday during the cadet wing’s
noon meal formation at Mitchell Hall.
Accepting the award on behalf of
Colonel Boyd were his children, John
and Mary Ellen Boyd. Academy
Superintendent Lt. Gen. John F. Regni
presented the award to the Colonel
Boyd’s family.
A legendary fighter pilot, Colonel
Boyd was known as “Forty-Second
Boyd” because of his offer to pay $20
to any opponent who could evade him
for more than 40 seconds in air-to-air
maneuvers; none ever did.
In 1962, after receiving a B.S. in
Industrial Engineering from Georgia
Tech University, he moved to Eglin Air
Force Base, Fla., as an engineer where
he developed his concept of Energy
Maneuverability (E-M).
In 1965, he was awarded the Air
Force Systems Command Scientific
Achievement Award for work on
Energy Maneuverability. Colonel
Boyd transformed the way military
aircraft, in particular the F-15 and F16, deemed by many to be the most
successful fighter aircraft ever built,
were designed through application of
his innovative E-M theory.
Following an often turbulent military career, Colonel Boyd served as
an unpaid Pentagon consultant where
he worked on a new and radical theory
of conflict that, at the time, was mostly
ignored, but now is acclaimed as the
most influential thinking about conflict
since Sun-Tzu. His “OODA Loop”
theory described the process by which
an individual or organization reacts to
an event. In a briefing entitled
“Patterns of Conflict,” delivered
through the years to hundreds of military and civilian officials, he broke

City:__________________________State_____Zip:________

The HPS is a very rare, but extremely
serious illness. Its fatality rate is high.
More than 38 percent of reported victims
in Colorado died. Early symptoms of HPS
include fever, headache, muscle pain,
severe abdominal, joint and lower back
pain, nausea and vomiting. A cough and
shortness of breath usually follows in one
to five days after the early symptoms.
Fluid build-up in the lungs can progress
to respiratory failure.
The Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment estimates that
from the time of infection to time symptoms begins ranges from one to six weeks
with an average of two to three weeks.
Rolling up the welcome mat to uninvited rodents is the best solution for
preventing HPS. Seal up gaps or holes
around kitchen cabinets, closets, doors,
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Academy firefighters target world title
By John Van Winkle
Academy Public Affairs

The run for a world championship starts now for
one Academy team, beginning with a fully-laden run
up five flights of stairs.
Training is underway at the Academy Fire
Department for the Super Bowl of firefighting competitions, the Firefighter Combat Challenge.
The Firefighter Combat Challenge simulates the
physical demands of real-life firefighting by running
firefighters through a series of five back-to-back tasks.
They are:
Climb a five story tower carrying a 42-pound fire
hose; hoist another rope weighted by a 42-pound fire
hose up five stories while leaning over the top of the
tower; hit a 160-pound steel “Kaiser” beam with a
mallet to move the beam five feet horizontally; run 140
feet, then drag a fire hose 75 feet and hit a volleyballsized target with water; and drag a life-sized, 175pound dummy 100 feet while walking backward, across
the finish line.
Competitors wear 60 pounds of firefighting gear
while running the course.
“Every part is designed to be a task you would
accomplish on a fire ground,” Academy Firefighter
Combat Challenge team chief Roy Dalton said. “It
simulates a working fire to a ‘T.’”
Firefighters who complete the course in two minutes
or less will qualify individually for the world nationals.
Teams must have three of their five members finish with
a combined time of less than seven minutes to qualify
their team for the nationals.
“Two minutes of this would compare to 10 to 15

minutes of strenuous work on a working fire,” said
Mr. Dalton.
The Academy team – dubbed “Team USAFA” –
aims for its seventh straight appearance in the national
and world firefighter combat challenges. Team members
are: Mr. Dalton, Mr. Pat Kraft, Mr. Hans Barkley, Mr.
Lance Gore, Staff Sgt. Danny Arens and team alternate
Senior Airman Horace Conney.
Each primary team member has a minimum of
three appearances at the world level.
“We do have some others who will run the regular
competition,” added Mr. Dalton. Assistant fire chief
Kenneth Helgerson and Ms. Elaine Perkins will run the
coed tandem, while Mr. Brian Bell and Mr. Steve
Hardman will run the men’s tandem. Master Sgt. Brian
Archuleta will compete solo.
Ms.Perkins has already run the course fast enough
to qualify for world in practice, said Dalton,
and the team is making “leaps and bounds”
in their training he said.
The team is more focused this year, with
increased emphasis on technique for each
event, to give them an edge beyond physical
fitness and familiarity with the course.
The course is so physically punishing that
lunch or breakfast often makes a repeat
appearance in the post-course recovery. The
firefighters team can only practice the full
course once a day.
Team USAFA is scheduled to compete
in the June 2 regionals in Carlsbad, N.M., and
has signed up for the July 28 regional competition in Westminster, Colo.
But the team brings home more than

trophies and international bragging rights with each year’s
competition.
“The best thing about running the firefighter combat
challenge is the health benefits derived from the training
for this activity,” said Chief Ernst Piercy, chief of
Academy Fire and Emergency Services. “While some
of the other teams running the challenge have ‘large’
firefighters, those teams are not competitive on the
national and world stage. Team USAFA is very physically fit, which translates into fire fighters that are better
capable of performing their primary duties. Other fire
fighters not on the team, work out with Team USAFA,
which means more fire fighters increased their physical fitness activities. Everyone wins!”
The Firefighter Combat Challenge nationals are
slated for Oct. 12-13 in Atlanta and the world competition set for Nov. 4-8 in downtown Las Vegas.

Photos by John Van Winkle

Firefighter Combat Challenge Team chief Roy Dalton hoists
a rope weighted down with a 42-pound hose up five flights
of stairs.

Senior Airman Horace Conney tries to hit a volleyball-size
target after dragging his fire hose 75 feet.

Get up to $35,000 in down payment assistance
with our 1st Time Home Buyer program!*

Community Ctr. Bldg. 5136

264-1207
www.aafcu.com

In Colorado Springs, Monument,
Fountain, & on the USAFA

*Must meet income and other requirements. Other 1st time homebuyer programs available if you do not qualify. Membership requirements may apply. We do business in accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law and Equal Credit Opportunity Act. Branches also
in Castle Rock, Elizabeth, Parker, & Highlands Ranch.
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A MILLION THANKS
FROM AMERICA.
AND
ONE THOUSAND
MORE FROM US.
2007 PONTIAC G6

2007 PONTIAC TORRENT

2007 PONTIAC G5

Now through May 31, get a $1,000 Military Offer on all 2006/2007
Pontiac models.* All active, reserve and retired military are eligible.
It’s our way of saying thanks to all of you.
Pontiac is proud to support the VFW National Home for Children with a $1 million donation.
This Memorial Day, one word says it all. Thanks. Find out more at AMillionThanks.org.

Canon City
City Auto Plaza
275-2329

Colorado Springs
Joe Ferguson Pontiac
596-5005

Colorado Springs
Mike Shaw Pontiac
636-3881

Pueblo
Diodosio Motor Company
545-0444

*Must present military ID. Take delivery by 5/31/07. This offer is not compatible with any other private offers. See dealer for details.
©2007 GM Corp. All rights reserved. The marks of General Motors and its divisions are registered trademarks of General Motors Corp.
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Personnel officials improve four Airman assignment programs
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFPN)
— Air Force Personnel Center officials here recently
improved four Airman assignment programs to further
streamline Web-based personnel processes in support
of Personnel Services Delivery and personnel transformation initiatives.
The four programs include the Career Airman Base
of Preference Program, the Enlisted Quarterly
Assignment Listing-Plus selection criteria, Volunteer
Status Change after PCS Selection and the Reportno-later-than-date Changes after Assignment Selection
Program.
“These changes are part of AFPC’s efforts to
provide the best personnel services for all Airmen,
and there’s more to come,” said Maj. Gen. Tony
Przybyslawski, center commander.

Career Airman Base of Preference
Program
AFPC officials now will consider career Airmen
BOP applications on a quarterly rather than monthly
basis, to coincide with overseas returnee and continental United States mandatory move cycles. The
change does not affect first-term applicants who still
will be processed on a monthly basis.
Airmen need to be aware their application for a
BOP makes them ineligible to apply for other assign-

ment programs.
“This change will help AFPC work smarter in its
efforts to satisfy mission requirements,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Tammy Brangard-Hern, superintendent
of Assignment Programs and Procedures. “At the
same time, Airmen need to forecast their career and
personal development needs and apply for assignments
they believe have the best opportunity to meet those
objectives.”

EQUAL Plus Assignment Selection
Criteria
Following the Air Force chief of staff ’s PCS
budget initiatives, commanders must look for local
force development opportunities to assist with PCS
reductions. AFPC officials will give priority consideration to local resources when filling EQUAL-Plus
jobs. Specific rules of engagement will apply for
overseas and CONUS locations. Airmen should consult
with their MPF personnel for further guidance.

Volunteer Status Change after
Assignment Selection
AFPC officials will require commander endorsement to accompany a request to change assignment
volunteer status and specific justification based
on either a hardship condition or best interest of

the Air Force.
“This change falls in line with Personnel Services
Delivery applications and places the responsibility on
each Airman to ensure his or her records, to include
assignment preferences, are up to date and accurate,”
said Sergeant Brangard-Hern.

Report-Not-Later-Than Date change
AFPC’s improvement requires Airmen to provide
specific justification with their commander’s endorsement to change a RNLTD.
This justification must fall within the following
categories:
operational — such as upcoming inspections,
coverage for one-deep position/shallow manned unit
and deployments;
medical — such as completing rehabilitations
for recent surgery or awaiting results of medical tests;
PCS eligibility requirement conditions — such
as awaiting security clearance or completing training
requirements; or hardship — conditions significantly greater than other members encounter in similar
circumstances.
The change will ensure manning levels are
adequate to accomplish the mission and decrease
impact on losing and gaining units.
(Courtesy of Air Force Personnel Center News Service)

United States Air Force Academy Mission:
To educate, train, and inspire men and women to become officers of character
motivated to lead the United States Air Force in service to our nation.

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!
Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)
Are you a spouse of a military member?

For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com
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Please
Recycle
You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley

  

• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

   
  

 

Services are as follows:

   

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
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$  %&'   '  (      ) 
 ) (    (   )     
 ) 
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We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

))  ))   + (  ))  





The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.

   !

Southside

598-1392


You’re Not Advertising In
Colorado Power
Classifieds?!

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

 
                       
                              
!               " #  $ " % &''() * &'') 

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

You’re missing out on reaching over 70,000 active,
retired and DoD employees and high-level business executives.
Call now for rates and info (719) 329-5236
Or email: classifieds@csmng.com
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What not to do while strength training
By Sharon Skov
Exercise Physiologist

Editor’s Note: May is National
Fitness Month.
Weight training is important to keep
a strong body and maintain muscle mass
as a person gets older. It also helps
increase bone density as well as reduce
bone loss.
Some common mistakes that can
easily be prevented when trying to weight
train correctly are:
Focusing on demonstrating rather
than developing strength. When
performing a strength-training program,
the primary goal should not be to show
others how much you can lift, but to
build strength using proper technique.
This often translates into using less weight
in order to maintain good technique and
reduce the chance of injury.
Not strengthening what should be
strengthened. Certain exercises are for
developing certain muscles. It is very
important to select the right exercises to
achieve specific goals.
Not controlling the speed of the exercise. When performing strength exercises, make sure to raise and lower the
weight under control. Otherwise, the
momentum is just “throwing” the weight
around rather than lifting it. Avoid ballistic
movements like dropping, jerking and
bouncing while lifting.

Not exercising through a full range
of motion. When performing an exercise with a full range of motion, musculature retains its natural elasticity and
develops to its fullest. Not doing so will
cause your muscles to tighten up, resulting
in a condition commonly referred to as
being “muscle bound.”
Not exercising opposing muscle
groups. The body has muscle groups that
oppose each other, like quadriceps and
hamstrings. These pairs of muscles have
a proportionate strength relationship that

must be maintained. If one group becomes
too strong, there is risk for injuring the
weaker muscle.
Holding your breath while exercising.
Breath should never be held in order to
“gut out” an extra repetition or lift more
weight. Lifters should inhale when the
weight is pulled toward them, and exhale
when the resistance is moving away from
the body.
Not exercising at the right level of
intensity. If less demand is placed on
muscle than it can handle, less improve-

ment will be noticed than what one is
capable of achieving. If too much demand
is placed on muscles, they will be exposed
to an undue risk of injury or make the
exercise too difficult to perform properly.
Not giving muscles enough time to
recover before the next workout. If the
recovery time is too brief, muscles might
not be able to make the physiologic adaptations needed before being stressed
again. If too much time is taken to recover,
muscles will gradually return to their
untrained state. In general, 48 hours rest
between workouts is recommended for
the same muscle group.
Trying to do too much too soon.
Programs should be progressive in nature.
Stress placed upon the muscles should
gradually be increased, so they are able
to meet the imposed demand. Lifting too
much too soon can lead to failure and
injury.
Not performing the exercise properly.
There is only one proper way to perform
a specific exercise. Always adhere to the
correct technique. If that’s compromised,
so will the results.
To prevent injury, ease into a new
exercise program. Health benefits will
follow by staying consistent and focused.
To learn more about health and
fitness programs designed to meet
specific goals, call the Academy’s Health
and Wellness Center at 333-3733 or the
Base Fitness Center at 333-3531.

THIS MEMORIAL DAY

Building Self-Confidence
One Smile at a Time
Dr. Arango's expertise with the Damon System
creates a healthier, more natural smile.
Ask Us About the
Bracket Technology

 Cutting Edge Technology
 Most Treated Without Extractions
 Less Discomfort
 Reduced Time in Braces

Please call for a
Free Exam and Consultation.

Jose M. Arango, DDS, MS
ORTHODONTIST

COLORADO SPRINGS . 4731 Opus Drive
Near the Safeway by the intersection of HWY 115 and
S. Academy Blvd.

(719) 579-9773

IT’S OUR TIME
TO HONOR
YOUR SERVICE
10 OFF
%

*

FOR ALL ACTIVE DUTY, RESERVISTS, RETIRED MILITARY
PERSONNEL, VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES.
Valid 5/24/2007 through 5/28/2007 and redeemable for a 10% discount on a single receipt in store purchase at The Home Depot® and EXPO Design
Center U.S., P.R. and U.S.V. I. stores only. Maximum discount $200. This offer cannot be combined with any other discount, offer, promotion or special
incentive program and is not valid on: (a) labor or Self-Furnish and Install (“SF&I”) and Furnish and Install (“F&I”) program products, including without
limitation roofing, windows, siding, HVAC products, custom closets or storage solutions; (b) the purchase of Home Depot Gift Cards or Certificates; (c) prior
purchases; (d) Consumer Electronics (including, but not limited to, televisions, DVD players, speakers, home theaters, cellular phones, etc.), Little Giant Ladder
Systems®, Thermador® in select markets, Gaggenau®, Miele®, Dacor®, Viking®, Fisher & Paykel®, Alfresco Grills®, Weber-Stephen Grills®, Sharp Insight™,
Delonghi®, Casablanca® and Hunter Prestige® products; or (e) purchase from any The Home Depot affiliate store. Present coupon to cashier at time of purchase
to receive your discount. Offer is not valid for payment on any The Home Depot credit account. No credit if offer refused. Cash value 1/20th of 1 cent. Void
if sold, copied or transferred and where prohibited. See store for further details and a full listing of SF&I and F&I products and complete details. ©2007,
Homer TLC Inc. all rights reserved.
5/24-7
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Graduation Week visitors take note
By Academy Public Affairs

Free reserved-seat tickets for the Academy’s Class
of 2007 Graduation Ceremony May 30, at 10 a.m.,
are still available through the Colorado Springs
Chamber of Commerce.
Tickets must be picked up between 8 a.m. and 5
p.m. weekdays at the chamber offices at 2 North
Cascade Avenue, Suite 110, in Colorado Springs.
A maximum of four tickets per person will be
available on a first-come, first-served basis. The
chamber cannot mail tickets or accept telephone
reservations, and there will be no will-call. Lost
tickets cannot be replaced. Tickets are not available
from the Academy’s Athletic Ticket Office.
Falcon Stadium gates open at 8 a.m. and visitors
are encouraged to arrive no later than 9 a.m. Stringent
security measures are still in effect. Stadium security
staff will check tickets, IDs and hand-carried items
and require attendees be scanned by airport-style
metal detectors.
Officials will not allow weapons, alcohol, coolers,
large bags and any items that cannot be readily
inspected inside the stadium. Strollers are not allowed.
Child car seats are permitted only if there is a separate ticket for the infant who occupies the seat. No
open containers will be allowed, including unsealed
water bottles. Sealed water and soft drink bottles will
be allowed into the stadium. Free water will also be
available.
Once the ceremony has begun, no one will be
allowed to leave the stadium until after the end of the
Thunderbirds’ performance at approximately 12:45
p.m.
Family members visiting the Academy must
remember to bring passes that were mailed out prior
to graduation. They are required to enter the Academy

and ride the shuttle buses into the cadet area during graduation week. Family members should contact their
cadet if additional passes are needed.
Many areas of the Academy are restricted to DoD
ID card holders. Guests may enter the Academy through
the North Gate and visit the Barry Goldwater Visitor
Center, the Cadet Field House, the Cadet Chapel and
Arnold Hall without a pass. Guests who wish to ride
the shuttles or walk into the cadet area will be asked
to show their escort badge and may escort other family
members or guests on the buses and into the cadet
area. The Force Protection Condition may change at any
time based on world events or events closer to home
that may affect some of the scheduled events and require
additional security precautions for the safety of all
Academy guests.
Plan to arrive early for all graduation week envents.
Traffic, parking and security checks may result in
delays getting to your destination.
All parking for events in or near the Cadet Area is
in the Field House, Reservoir and Parade Field Parking
Lots (see map) accessible through the North Gate.
Display your base access and parking pass prominently
in your car when parked. Please make sure to park in
designated parking spaces.
Shuttle services will operate from the field house
parking areas through Tuesday. Shuttle buses should be
used for all events within the cadet area. Shuttle service
will not be available on graduation day since ceremony
parking is at Falcon Stadium.
Disabled guests should bring or rent any walkers,
wheelchairs, breathing support or other special-needs
or medical equipment they require. It’s recommended
wheelchair guests bring a portable or folding wheelchair for convenience in accessing transportation.
They should also bring their state-issued ‘handicapped’ placard or other documentation in order to

park in designated handicapped lots.
During graduation week, specially equipped handicapped shuttle vans will transport disabled guests from
the handicapped parking area to locations throughout
the cadet area.
Handicapped parking for the graduation ceremony is available in Lots 1 and 5 at Falcon Stadium.
Guests may show their state handicapped placard in
order to park in this lot. Golf carts will transport
handicapped guests from the parking area to Gates 3
or 4.
The Academy cadet area is located approximately
7,300 feet above sea level. At this altitude, it is
possible to contract an illness known as acute mountain or high-altitude sickness. The common symptoms
of this disorder include headache, malaise, nausea,
vomiting and shortness of breath. Most cases of acute
mountain sickness are mild but the altitude may exacerbate other existing medical conditions. High altitude sickness usually resolves within a few days once
an individual has had a chance to adjust to the increased
elevation. The best way to avoid illness is to allow time
to acclimatize. Do not over-exert yourself in the first
days after arrival and make sure to drink sufficient
fluids to avoid dehydration. Do not go sight seeing
at higher elevations (i.e., up in the mountains) until
after you have been in Colorado Springs for a few days.
Consuming alcohol may worsen these symptoms, so
drink in moderation.
Due to our location on the Front Range of the
Rockies weather at the Academy can be highly unpredictable and change rapidly. Bring sunscreen and hats
for good weather and rain coats/hats for bad weather
(umbrellas are not allowed in the stadium). In the event
of severe weather or serious security requirements
increase because of a high-threat situation, the ceremony
could be moved to another location.

Get the preferential treatment
you deserve with Wells Fargo
Worldwide Military Banking.
No matter what your rank is, with our Premium Membership® Checking Package1
you can receive special benefits and services available only to the armed forces.
It starts with a Wells Fargo® Gold Check Card with no annual fee. There’s even
our dedicated Military Banking phone line, special loan discounts, free access
to online banking and Bill Pay. Seize your someday.SM Come in to your local
branch and talk with a Wells Fargo banker to find out more today.

Special $50 Bonus2
Open a new Wells Fargo Premium Membership Checking Package with
Direct Deposit by 7/31/07 and receive $50 deposited into your new account.

1Premium Membership Checking Package consists of a checking account plus three additional qualifying accounts or services. A qualifying direct deposit is required, which consists of a salary, pension, social security or other regular monthly
income of $100 or more electronically deposited into your account.
2To qualify for the $50 bonus, you must open a new Wells Fargo Premium Membership checking account or Wells Fargo checking account with a qualifying Direct Deposit. New enlistees/pre-commission customers require a $25 opening deposit.
The Bonus is available with all Wells Fargo checking packages, including noninterest-earning checking accounts. Bonus will be credited to new checking account within 90 days after qualification requirements are met. See a Wells Fargo banker
for complete details.
© 2007 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.
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Graduation Schedule of Events
Time

Event
Location
Friday, May 25

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Ring Dining Out
(Class of ‘08 and
their guests only
7 – 8 p.m.
Jewish Sabbath
Service
8 – 11 p.m.
Ring Dance
(Class of ‘08 and
their guests only)

Mitchell Hall

Cadet Chapel
Arnold Hall
Ballroom

Saturday, May 26
7 – 9 p.m.

Bluebards Production
The Fantasticks

Arnold Hall
Theater

Sunday, May 27
Cadet Chapel
8 a.m. to 1p.m.
Baccalaureate Services
8 – 9 a.m.
Catholic Mass, Squadrons 28-40
9 – 10:15 a.m.
Protestant Service, Squadrons 21-40
10 – 11 a.m.
Catholic Mass, Squadrons 14-27
11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Jewish Service, Squadrons 1-40
11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Protestant Service, Squadrons 1-20
12 – 1 p.m.
Catholic Mass, Squadrons 1-13
1 – 5:45 p.m.

Class of 2007
Carlton House
& Families’ Reception
1 – 2 p.m.
Third Group (Squadrons 21-30)
2:15 – 3:15 p.m.
Fourth Group (Squadrons 31-40)
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
First Group (Squadrons 1-10)
4:45 – 5:45 p.m.
Second Group (Squadrons 11-20)
will be presented at the Individual Awards Ceremony)

4 – 5 p.m.

Show Choir Review

7 – 9 p.m.

Bluebards Production
The Fantasticks

Arnold Hall
Theater
Arnold Hall
Theater

Monday, May 28 (Memorial Day)
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.

Graduation
Arnold Hall
Tapping Ceremonies
Ballroom
(Curtiss, Civil Air Patrol
Balcony
and 100-Year Honor Roll)
(by invitation only)
8:30 – 9:15 a.m. Donors’ Coffee
Field House
(by invitation only)
Concourse
10 – 11 a.m.
Organizational
Stillman Field
Awards Parade
& Wreath Laying Ceremony
(Note: if parade is cancelled due to severe weather, Organizational Awards

11:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m . Donors’
Officers’ Club
Luncheon
(invitation only)
1:30 – 3 p.m.
Individual Awards
Clune Arena
Ceremony
3 – 4 p.m.
Individual Awards
Field House
Reception
(by invitation only)
5 – 7:30 p.m. Muslim Convocation
Muslim
Prayer Room
7:30 – 9:30 p.m. Cadet Chorale
Arnold Hall
Concert
Theater

3:30 – 5:10 p.m.

Catholic Choir
Cadet Chapel
Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Graduation Formal
Mitchell Hall
Reception
7:30 – 9:30 p.m. Commissioning Various locations
Ceremonies
on base
8:30 p.m. – Midnight Graduation
Arnold Hall
Ball
Ballroom
10 p.m. – Midnight Commissioning Various locations
Ceremonies
on base

Wednesday, May 30
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Tuesday, May 29
10 – 11 a.m.

Graduation Parade

Stillman Field

Graduation
Ceremony
12 – 12:45 p.m.
Thunderbird
Demonstration
1:15 – 3 p.m.
AFAF Luncheon
(by invitation only)

Falcon Stadium
Falcon Stadium
Carlton House

Read the Business Journal and find out
what’s happening at the top
is packed full of local business
news, special sections, top lists and business leads.

Everything you need to keep your business on top!
S u b s c r i b e t o d a y a t w w w. c s b j . c o m
Or Call 800-451-9998 for immediate service.

16

Academy Spirit
May 25, 2007

Discarded hat inspires
youth turned grad
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

A tossed graduation hat 13 years ago helped
bring a then eight-year-old back to the Academy.
Old photos show a small four-year-old child
walking the terrazzo during parents’ day while his
sister, now Maj. Julie Siff, Air Force Reserve,
Langley Air Force Base, Va., attended the Academy.
Indelible memories were etched in the mind of
the eight-year-old boy when he attended his sister’s
1993 graduation.
“It was the ultimate for a young boy. Cadets in
sharp uniforms, parades, fly-bys, the Air Force,” said
Cadet Squadron 26 military history major Cadet 1st
Class John Nep. “All fighter pilots came from the
Academy, right? It was the perfect place for a boy to
become the thing he dreamed of, an Air Force Officer
and a military pilot. I can remember running the
marble strips at the age of four in 1989 and
pretending I was a cadet. It was what I wanted, my
vision. I saw myself going through here, I saw my
destiny.”
His sister cultivated his interest in the Air Force
with hand-me-down uniforms and memorabilia.
“She was my inspiration,” said Cadet Nep from
Akron, Ohio. “At eight, I saw firsthand what four
years at the Academy earned you. She was a newly
commissioned lieutenant. I wanted the same. I

wanted the responsibility, the adventure, the future.”
Just after graduation, the boy found a hat on the
ground tossed by a cadet. A new second lieutenant
named Callihan had placed his name card in it.
The hat sat on the boy’s shelf at home for 10
years.
“Every morning I woke up, every evening I went
to bed, I saw that hat sitting there, challenging me,”
said the military history major. “Growing up, I even
put the hat on every once in a while and imagined
myself a cadet and even graduating. The hat kept the
Academy in focus for me, it served as something
tangible for my goals. Imagination coupled with
desire is a powerful thing for a young man. It helped
to propel me to where I am today and for the future
that awaits me.”
Last year, he took the time to actually look at the
name on the card and started to wonder what Robert
S. Callihan was doing now 14 years later
“I did a search on the global email list and found
that Maj. Callihan was still in the Air Force and was,
in fact, teaching at the Academy Math Department. I
e-mailed him and then went up to meet him.”
They talked about how it felt for him to finally be
a firstie and how the major felt at graduation when he
tossed the cap, the elation and the joy of finally being
done.
“We discussed how the hat had made it through
his years here and then had stayed on my shelf for 10

Courtesy Photos

C1C John Nep with Maj. Robert Callihan’s hat in 1993 (top left corner) with the cadet’s mother pinning
on his sister’s second lieutenant boards.

Cadet 1st Class John Nep

years as I grew up and the fact that 14 years later, I
too would be tossing a hat, that was the kicker,” said
Cadet Nep. “I told him what an inspiration the hat
had been to me, and by proxy, him. I thanked him for
that impact and the results. How the hat had kept me
focused on my goals and that his action had a direct
result on where I am today.”
They also talked about the possibility of Cadet
Nep throwing the same hat to continue the circle and
possibly have the same effect on another young boy
or girl, but that is still to be decided.
So time and fate weaved curious paths and one
person’s actions can have unforeseen impact on
another person’s destiny.
“Major Callihan’s hat was the focus for my desire
as it sat there on my shelf for 10 years,” said the
cadet. “His tossing of the hat at graduation and my
picking it up were each acts leading to the fulfillment
of my destiny. Each of us has a role to play in life and
I was fortunate to know at an early age what mine
was. The hat was the symbol of that future. It was the
embodiment of my hopes and dreams. Now, 14 years
later, the circle comes to fruition. Just like Major
Callihan, just like my sister, I am joining the Long
Blue Line.”
Next month, the deployed major returns to the
Academy.
“I hadn’t thought much about the fate of the hat,”
wrote Air Force pilot and Academy math teacher
Major Callihan Tuesday from Bagram Air Base,
Afghanistan, where he is deployed as the Combined
Joint Task Force 82’s current operations deputy chief.
Intervening years have assigned him duties as a
T-37 instructor pilot, KC-135 pilot/instructor pilot
and a T-6 instructor pilot.
“Some grads kept theirs, but the gesture of
throwing the cap into the air with the Thunderbirds
flying overhead is one of the best memories you have
at the Academy. I felt it was important to “let it go”
and officially start my Air Force career.”
The major’s children will attend graduation next
week
“Hopefully they can retrieve a cap of their own,”
he said.

Sister service academies graduate siblings
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Cadet 1st Class Charlotte Freedman is at
Annapolis today as her older brother Josh becomes
a second lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps.
He’ll be at the Air Force Academy next week
when his sister becomes a second lieutenant.
“Josh is going into the Marine Corps and will
be living at Quantico Marine Corps Base in
Virgina,” said the Cadet Squadron 18 member from
Alburquerque, N.M.

Not long ago, there was no military tradition in
the Freedman family.
“Somehow there are now four of the six of my
immediate family in the military,” said the
Academy space operations major who will enter
the logistics field and report to Dyess Air Force
Base, Texas. “Josh started everything. My younger
brother Seth enlisted in the Marines and is leaving
for basic, so he will miss my graduation but,
thankfully, will get to see Josh graduate today.”
Cadet Freedman said her lieutenant brother was
a huge influence on her coming to the Academy.

“If he hadn’t wanted to go to Navy then I
would never have even considered coming here,”
she said. “Then, when Josh decided, I realized that
if he could do this then I could, too. We have
always been in school together for the most part,
and it has been awesome being able to talk about
our schools together though neither of us did an
exchange. I did attend his ring dance with his
roommate.”
Lieutenant Freedman is going to be married on
June 2nd in New Mexico before he goes to
Quantico.
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Sri Lankan joins Long Blue Line
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

A Sri Lankan cadet is waiting for
word on his first job with the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka’s Air Force, but knows he’s
going to graduate from the U.S. Air
Force Academy next week.
It means going home at last to
Maharagama, Western Province, on
the South Asian island nation of 20
million people, also known as
Ceylon, 18 miles off the southern
coast of India.
“I plan on going on vacation for a
few days after I return home, and
probably go to the Maldives Islands,”
said Cadet 1st Class K.E. Naveen D.
Gunaratne. “I have received a great
education at the Academy and I had
the opportunity to train with the U.S.
Air Force and experience a different
social and military culture.”
He won’t be quickly forgotten.
Positions he has held include Cadet
Squadron 11 chief of inspections,
squadron deputy
standardization/evaluation officer,

special training events NCO, standardization/evaluation NCO, Hellcats
First Basic Cadet Training operations
NCO and weight room cadet incharge.
He’ll be a flying officer back
home.
“The greatest thing I received
from the Academy is the lifelong
friendship with my peers,” said the
international cadet. “I hope that will
be useful someday down the road in
our air force careers.”
Roles and missions continue to
evolve in the Air Force. With
increasing deployments, new
missions centering on coalition
warfare, joint-international operations, and multi-national cooperative
humanitarian assistance have become
commonplace. These “Global
Presence” commitments underscore
the need for better foreign area,
cross-cultural, and foreign language
skills. As a prime producer of officer
accessions, the Academy is helping to
meet this need through programs that
“internationalize” the curriculum and
provide a “global perspective.”

Cadet 1st Class Michael Scott

Courtesy Photo

Soon-to-graduate Cadet 1st Class K.E. Naveen D. Gunaratne from Sri Lanka
readies to take a flight in an F-16 at Luke Air Force Base, Ariz.

Brig. Gen. David Scott

Lt. Gen. Winfield W. Scott III

Academy is all in the Scott family
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

It is no surprise that family background influenced Cadet 1st Class Michael Scott’s decision to
come to the Academy.
His father is 1978 Academy graduate, Brig.
Gen. David J. Scott, 354th Fighter Wing
commander, Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska.
His grandfather, retired Lt. Gen. Winfield W.
“Skip” Scott III, was Academy Superintendent from
1983 to 1987.
“I think being a military dependent really can
influence your decision to come to an Academy,
just because you grow accustomed to the lifestyle,”
said the Cadet Squadron 18 social sciences major.
“For me, I really couldn’t think of doing anything
else. However, I’ve also seen tons of cadets who
have no past ties to the military.”
Family tradition influenced the cadet.
“I couldn’t see myself doing anything else with

my life,” said the cadet from Fairfax, Va. “The
things I got to experience growing up as a
dependent were unbelievable, and I’d like my kids
to be able to experience the same thing.”
His grandfather settled in Colorado Springs.
“He’s the biggest Air Force football fan I know,
so he’s at every game,” said Cadet Scott. “And I
spent a lot of time at their house through the four
years. My Dad has visited a lot too, coming through
town on TDYs and for Parent’s Weekend and such.
“They never once pushed me to go to school
here,” said the cadet. “It was never a situation like
that. It was just a matter of seeing what my Dad did
for a living and truly having him as a hero and role
model that influenced me. It also wasn’t just him,
but his friends and fellow officers. The same is true
for my Granddad. I have no doubt that they would
be just as proud if I was graduating from Florida
State or Virginia Tech.”
As graduation nears, it was time to reflect.
“It was nowhere near what I expected,” he said.

“There was a lot more of a focus on academics than
athletics, which I didn’t expect. There are a number
of other things I was surprised at. I’m happy to
have made it through, that’s for sure.”
Post graduation means time at Hurlburt Field,
Fla., until the second lieutenant goes to Whiting
Field Naval Air Station, Fla., for pilot training.
“I’m really hoping to fly helicopters,” Cadet
Scott said.
Before that, he has plans to unwind from the
rigors of the Academy.
I’m going to spend a lot of time with my fiancé
and friends from here,” he said. “I’ll be in Cape
Cod, down in Florida, and probably up in Alaska
for a little bit. I’ve also got a few weddings to go
to.”
He is aware that he will serve in a war-time Air
Force.
“It’s a crazy world we live in and I think my
training after graduation will do a great job
preparing me to serve,” the cadet said.
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30
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Style

Get a $10,000 Pottery Barn® shopping spree
when you buy a select John Laing home
between May 19 and June 17.

How much style can you fit into a home? Let’s find out. Buy one of our select,
ready-for-move-in homes, and you’ll not only get a $10,000 Pottery Barn shopping
spree, you’ll also get your very own Pottery Barn designer to help you make the most
of that $10,000. It’s a 30-day opportunity to literally surround yourself with style.

For more information on availability and pricing of move-in ready homes, call the New Home Counselors
at these John Laing Homes communities. Sales Centers open daily till 6pm.
www.JohnLaingHomes.com/ColoradoSprings
Greenhaven

Meridian Ranch

The Gables

Only one home left!
719.227.7627

Recreational and golf course community
Move-in ready homes
719.494.0970

Move-in ready homes!
1/4-acre homesites
719.886.4088

Wolf Ranch – The Villages

1/2-acre homesites
719.559.6010 or
719.559.6014

Tallgrass
Closeout celebration!
Move-in ready & model homes
719.487.7426

Move-in ready homes
719.495.7773

Promotion, prices, specifications, square footage and availability subject to change without notice. To be eligible to receive a $10,000 shopping spree at Pottery Barn, Buyer must 1) sign Purchase Agreement between May 19, 2007 and June 17, 2007; 2) close the transaction on or before July 31, 2007; 3) qualify for financing
through John Laing Mortgage “Eligible Buyer”. For purposes of qualifying for financing through John Laing Mortgage, the sales price of the home will be reduced by the value of the gift card. Therefore, buyers who require a loan greater than 80% of the home’s sales price may not qualify for this promotion, and will not be
deemed an Eligible Buyer. Other promotions of equal value may be available. The term “select, ready-to-move-in homes” means only substantially completed homes; approximately twenty-eight (28) homes available at the commencement of this promotion. The $10,000.00 gift certificate will be presented to Eligible Buyers after
closing on the home. WL Homes LLC, d/b/a John Laing Homes is not responsible for lost or stolen gift certificates. John Laing Homes will interpret these rules and resolve any disputes, conflicting claims or ambiguities concerning the rules or the promotion and John Laing Homes’ decisions shall be final. Pottery Barn is a registered
trademark of Williams-Sonoma, Inc. Pottery Barn is not a sponsor of this promotion.
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Ruggers show metal in wheelchair demo
By Capt. Sabine Peters
Department of Foreign Languages

Mark Cerni, Blake Wong, Valine and team captain
Brice Collier.
After a few minutes of getting accustomed to the
Mad Max-like contraptions, it was clear maneuvering
a wheelchair while trying to pass, catch, dribble or
protect a ball, is much harder than it looks.
Passes were long, balls were dropped and best of
all, judging by the crowd’s reaction, players were repeat-

edly knocked over and virtually dumped out of their
chairs.
“Those guys are amazing athletes,” Collier said.
“They were an inspiration to our team. I know we will
look forward to playing them again next year.”
By the end of 2007, coach Gumbie will determine
the final team roster of 11 players for the 2008
Paralympic Games in Beijing.

A showdown of unconventional proportions took
place at the base fitness center gym, May 11, when the
Academy Men’s Rugby Team took on U.S. Paralympic
Wheelchair Rugby players in an exhibition game.
The U.S. squad was in Colorado Springs for an
intense weekend of drills and practice sessions at the
Olympic Training Center. They welcomed the opportunity to showcase their sport at the Academy.
Several members of the Paralympic team are
veterans of past Paralympic Summer Games and are
multiple Gold and Bronze medalists. The Academy
team was in for a treat.
“I was actually a little nervous,” the Academy’s Chris
Valine admitted. “But, once we got playing it was a lot
of fun and really neat to see how good they were. It was
a lot tougher than I thought. It was a very fulfilling experience and very eye-opening. I have a lot of respect for
those guys.”
Paralympic head coach James “Gumbie” Gumbert,
whose brother Gary is a 1970 Academy graduate,
divided his players into two teams and talked the audience through some of the rules of the game, while his
guys were going at it on the court.
Players sit in customized wheelchairs designed to
withstand the countless hits by opposing players. Wheels
are positioned at an outward angle to increase stability,
and for offensive players, the front of the chair has
metal “wings” welded on to keep defensive chairs from
hooking their front ends into them to stop a play.
The hits kept coming and the crowd was anxious
Photo by Danny Meyer
to see the Academy team give it a shot.
Air Force’s Mark Cerni, 1, finds the going rough, May 11, at the base fitness center gym, thanks to U.S.
The first Academy players out of the chutes were Paralympic Rugby’s Scott Hogsett.

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY SERVES THE MILITARY

IT’S A FAST NOT A FESTIVAL

TheCall Nashville
On 07.07.07, tens of thousands from across
America will gather in Nashville to fast, pray and
cry out to God for a massive youth revival, even
greater than the Jesus Movement!
There is a moment
in history called

“the fullness of time”

WITH OUR GRADUATE DEGREE,
YOU’RE PREPARED TO BE IN CHARGE.

An M.A. in Management and Leadership from Webster University gives you
the knowledge to be in charge. We have a faculty that practices what it
teaches, class hours that work around your schedule, and small classes with
lots of one-on-one attention. Contact us today.

Webster University–Peterson AFB
719-574-7562 • Fax: 719-574-2333
E-mail: coloradosprings@webster.edu
www.webster.edu/co
Classes Begin May 28

when the old order
of things crumbles
and a new movement arises
another generation steps
into their destiny and the

sound

of a new spiritual awakening
reverberates across the land

The Perfect Time
TheCall.com

07.07.07
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Arena
Matchefts honored
Former Air Force hockey
coach John Matchefts received
the prestigious John “Snooks”
Kelley Founders Award May 16
during a ceremony at Falcon
Stadium. The award honors
coaches who contributed to the
overall growth and development of the sport in the United
States. Matchefts, 75, was a
Falcon assistant from 1972 to
1974 and Air Force’s head
coach from 1974 to 1985. As
a player, he won a silver medal
with the U.S. Olympic men’s
hockey team in 1956, three
national championships with
the University of Michigan and
three state titles at Eveleth
High School in Minnesota. He
was inducted into the U.S.
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1991.

Kuchta an all-star
Falcon lacrosse player
Justin Kuchta was selected to
play for the North squad at the
66th annual North/South
Classic Senior All-Star Game,
today at Calvert Hall High
School in Baltimore. Kuchta is
the 14th Falcon to play in the
prestigious game and the
second in the last three years.
A midfielder from Ridgefield,
Conn., he had 18 goals this
season, second most on the
team. Kuchta closed out his
career with 72 goals and 24
assists.

GI s get ticket break
The Colorado Rockies are
offering special reduced price
tickets to all military personnel.
GI’s who attend the St. Louis
Cardinals game at Coors Field
in Denver Monday at 1:05 p.m.,
will receive a complimentary
ticket to the game and the
option to purchase additional
tickets for $8 each. Regular
prices are as much as $38.
There will be a pre-game
parade for military in uniform.
To participate, call Tim Kelsch
at (303) 312-2426 or e-mail
kelsch@coloradorockies.com
no later than today.

Chiefs/Shirts tee off
The 6th annual Academy
Chiefs & Shirts Golf Tournament
is June 5 at 8 a.m. at the
Eisenhower Golf Club. Entry
fees vary with pay grades. Cost
includes cart, green fees and
range balls. Proceeds support
Academy people programs.
Prizes are awarded to top three
teams, male and female closest
to the pin and longest drives. To
register, contact a unit first
sergeant, Master Sgt. Ric
Brayboy at 333-5944 or Chief
Master Sgt. Karen Jacobs at 3330464.
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AF Marathon a premier running event
14, at the National Museum of the United
States Air Force. World-renowned runners
Alberto Salazar and Dick Beardsley and
legendary coach Bill Squires will sign
autographs, conduct clinics, speak at the
dinner and will participate in the Saturday
races, she said.
The Air Force Band of Flight, is scheduled to perform.
For more about these events and to
register for the Air Force Marathon, log
onto www.usafmarathon.com.

By Kathleen A.K. Lopez
Air Force Materiel Command Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE
BASE, Ohio — If you think you have one
good reason for not running the U.S. Air
Force Marathon Sept. 15, here are five
excellent reasons why you should.
For starters, it’s the only marathon in
the world where runners receive inspiration and encouragement from the sky, as
Air Force aircraft fly overhead continuously throughout the race.
Second, it’s the premier Air Force
participatory athletic event recognized by
the service’s 60th Anniversary committee.
Next, the race itself is only one of a
plethora of marathon events that have
grown into three days of festivities.
Additionally, the course is being recertified so that spectators will have more
access to the marathon route. Finally, for
Air Force Airmen, a new service-wide
competition is debuting to determine
which major command has the best longdistance runners.
In essence, the Air Force Marathon,
run in the heart of the birthplace of aviation — Dayton, Ohio — is the premier
running event for the service.

Air power demonstrations
for runners
Since the inaugural Air Force
Marathon in 1997, each one has distinguished itself from the others by designating an aircraft as the featured “star of
the show.” Thus, the marathon’s “look”
changes annually.
The C-5 Galaxy, a mainstay in transporting cargo to troops in support of the
war on terrorism, carries the honor of
representing the 2007 Marathon.
With the exception of the f irst
marathon, where the featured plane was
the Wright 1909 Military Flyer, all representative aircraft have been those in the
modern-day Air Force arsenal.
Part of the distinction for an aircraft’s
crew, once the plane is identified to represent the marathon, is to fly it throughout
the race to demonstrate its flying capabilities to ground spectators. The exception
to this concept was the 1998 marathon,
when the F-22 Raptor did not fly as it
was still in production.
“We figured out then that in future
races we would choose aircraft that were
an active part of the (Air Force) inventory
and could fly throughout the day,” said
Molly Louden, Air Force Marathon
director. “We realized this was a key
building block to making our marathon
stand out from the others.”
Not including 2001, when the
marathon was cancelled due to the 9/11
terrorist attack, featured fighter, bomber
and airlift aircraft have inspired runners
from the air each year as they challenged
a tough and historic course on the ground.
This year, however, the marathon is
going one step further to secure its unique
place in marathon history. In addition to
watching the massive C-5 Galaxy, which
can hold an eight-lane bowling alley,
marathon runners will witness a bevy of
other planes flying.

Recertified course

Both marathon and Air Force Materiel
Command officials intend for the smallerscale air power demonstrations to build in
future years. So far, other aircraft scheduled to fly in September include the F-15
Eagle and the F-16 Fighting Falcon.

An Air Force
60th Anniversary event
While there are many Air Force 60th
Anniversary events, the Air Force
Marathon is the only committee-recognized participatory athletic event. Besides
a tee-shirt and other trinkets, runners who
take part in this year’s race will declare a
unique claim-to-fame.
“As an official 60th U.S. Air Force
Anniversary event, runners participating
in the 2007 U.S. Air Force Marathon, too,
will become a permanent part of our
service’s history,” said Gen. Bruce Carlson,
AFMC commander.
No stranger to running, Gen. Carlson
has issued a challenge to the men and
women of the Air Force. Last year, 5,000
runners participated in the various races,
this year he hopes to see that number
reach 10,000. For active-duty Airmen,
permissive TDY is authorized to participate in the race.
Not only is this year’s marathon a
historic milestone for the Air Force, the
course itself covers hallowed grounds,
including Huffman Prairie, where the
founding brothers of modern-day flight,
Orville and Wilbur Wright, perfected the
science of flying following their landmark first flight in 1903.

Full marathon just part of
three days of activities
So maybe you’re not up for running
an entire 26.2-mile marathon. There are
other options to consider, including a halfmarathon, wheelchair and four-person
marathon relay races.
Also part of the festivities will be a
5K race, which will be on September 14,
Ms. Louden said. Historically run in
conjunction with the full marathon, this
year begins a new tradition and partnership with neighboring Wright State
University, on whose grounds the 5K race
will take place.
Other activities include the Sports
and Fitness Exposition on September 13
and 14 at WSU’s Ervin J. Nutter Center,
and the Gourmet Pasta Dinner, September

One thing long-distance runners appreciate more than anything is throngs of
people cheering them on throughout the
race, Ms. Louden said. While the race is
open to the public to run it, parts of the
course have not been open to spectators
since 2001.
In the beginning, the Air Force
Marathon course, which is run mostly on
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, was
open to spectators. The events of 9/11
changed accessibility for them, and runners
faced long stretches with few sightings of
non-running “cheerleaders.”
This year, the race is being recertified,
she said. Thus, family, friends and other
well-wishers will be able to better position themselves to cheer on runners
throughout the race.
“We are changing the route to include
streets in both neighboring downtown
Fairborn, and on the Wright State
University campus,” she said.
Additionally, there will be hydration
stations about every mile, each of which
will be sponsored by local businesses and
community groups, thus, adding even
more cheering spectators, she said.
The race still will be a Boston
Marathon qualifier, as officials from USA
Track and Field, the national governing
body for long-distance running, will bike
and measure the route, Ms. Louden said.
The marathon racers still will finish
at the National Museum of the United
States Air Force, where runners will make
the f inal stretch of their race down a
“runway” flanked by static vintage aircraft
and cheering crowds. Air Force generals,
colonels and chief master sergeants will
present all runners with a commemorative
medal as they cross the finish line.

A new competition
New for Airmen is the addition of a
service-wide competition, which will
determine which major command in the
Air Force has the best long-distance
runners. And, the stakes are high: The
winning major command of runners will
be the recipient of the first Air Force
Marathon Commander’s Trophy.
The competition will be based on a
point system which factors both participation and performance in both the fulland half-marathon events, Ms. Louden
said. The challenge is intended to serve as
incentive for MAJCOMs to encourage
participation in this nationally-recognized
fitness event.
The trophy will be awarded annually
to the commander of the winning major
command by the Air Force chief of staff
during the fall Corona.
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Falcon finale no walk in the park
By Nick Arseniak
Athletic Media Relations

LAS VEGAS, Nev. – Air
Force came as close as a team
could to winning, but didn’t.
Keith Smith’s third home run
of the game rallied UNLV to a 1312 walk-off win over the Falcons
Saturday afternoon at Earl E.
Wilson Stadium. The loss capped
the bluesuiters 2007 regular

season with an 8-44 overall record
and 0-23 mark in Mountain West
Conference play.
After rallying back with four
runs in the eighth inning to take
a 12-10 lead, Air Force was poised
to win their first conference game
of the season. But Smith, who
went 3-for-6 with six runs batted
in, rallied UNLV (22-34, 10-14),
taking an 0-1 pitch from Falcon
closer David Miller deep for the
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Freshman K. J. Randhawa went 5-for-13 in the UNLV series
to finish with a .405 batting average in MWC games, the first
Falcon to top the .400 plateau in eight years.

game winning three-run homer.
Two walks by Miller (1-2)
set the table for Smith’s heroics.
Ironically, Miller struck out Smith
with two runners aboard in the
seventh inning to thwart a UNLV
threat.
The loss gave the Rebels a
sweep of the three game series.
UNLV survived a late Falcon
rally to edge Air Force, 4-3 on
May 17, then exploded for a ninerun seventh inning en route to a
13-4 rout on May 18.
UNLV had 19 hits in
Saturday’s finale with Smith,
Blake Gailen and Braden Walker
each collecting three. Rebel closer
Marc Baca (3-3) earned the win
in relief. UNLV starter Matt
Hutchison was chased from the
game after surrendering five runs
without recording an out.
Air Force had 16 hits in the
game. Geno Salazar and K.J.
Randhawa had three hits apiece
for the Falcons. Karl Bolt, Tyler
McBride, Chay Derbigny and
Matt Alexander each had two
hits. Alexander drove in three
runs and McBride and Salazar
had two RBIs.
The wild game was a see-saw
affair highlighted by four lead
changes.
Air Force opened the game
by scoring five runs in the first
but UNLV came right back with
three in the bottom of the inning
to make it a 5-3 game. The Rebels

chipped away at the Falcons’lead
with a run in the fourth and took
the lead with three runs in the
fifth to make it a 7-5 game.
After the teams traded runs
in the sixth, the Falcons tied the
game with two runs in the seventh
to make it 8-8. UNLV then made
it 10-8 with two in the bottom of
the frame.
The Falcons answered with
four runs, all with two outs in
the eighth, to retake a 12-10 lead.
Matt Alexander had a clutch twoout, two-run single to center to tie
the game. Ben Ausbun followed
up with a double to drive in
Alexander for the lead. Ausbun
then came around to score on a
wild pitch and throwing error at
third base.
Four Falcon seniors, Karl
Bolt, Mitch Brown, Joe Peterson
and Geno Salazar, who went a
team-best 7-for-14 in the UNLV
series, concluded their Air Force
careers.
Randhawa finished the
season batting .405 in MWC play,
the first Falcon to bat more than
.400 in MWC play since Mike
Thiessen batted .435 in 1999
(Brian LaBasco batted .449 in
2002 for the Falcons, but did not
have enough at bats, 49 in 15
games, to officially qualify for
season marks).
Bolt finished his career with
a 12-game hitting streak, tying his
career best as a junior.

‘Show me the old-school intramurals’
I’ve learned one thing covering military
sports – GIs play for the right reason: the
love of the game.
No, this isn’t a money-is-the-root-ofall-evil lectures. In fact, I’ve always felt
money isn’t everything, but it’s way ahead
of what’s ever in second place.
With all due respect to the movie Jerry
McGuire and his “show me the money”
philosophy, I propose a mindset that emphasizes the sheer enjoyment of playing, respect
for the game and fun.
I call it ‘show me the old-school intramurals.’
When hip-hop eventually goes the way
of disco and flower power, the old-school
mentality will still be alive and well, thanks
to its practitioners in the armed forces.
If old school wasn’t the right way to
approach sports, why has it stood the test
of time?
I think because it’s in all of us before
outside influences take their toll.
When I was in grade school I couldn’t
wait to play catch with my dad in our back
yard in north suburban Chicago. That same
anticipation swelled in me when I played
Little League, Pony League and high school
baseball plus organized hockey. I was part
of something more important than myself.
And it felt good.
During my 20-year active duty Air
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Force career I saw that same feeling on the
faces of countless Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen
and Marines around the globe. They
connected with sports and still do, obviously
not for monetary gain, but for intangibles
money can’t buy like pride, accomplishment
and belonging.
Since their job is to put their lives on
the line if needed, they understand better than
most, how to put sports in its proper perspective.
It’s no coincidence that the Academy,
known primarily for its student-athlete
centered, intercollegiate Division I programs,
is also home to thriving, year-round intramural sports, catering to the active duty
and civilian workforce on base.
Ten teams will hit the diamond in the
Academy Intramural Softball League the
week after the cadets graduate. Eighteen
teams began chasing little white balls at
the Eisenhower Golf Course earlier this
month. According to the Academy intra-

mural sports calendar, those summer leagues
are followed by flag football, basketball,
volleyball and soccer. Throw in the 18 teams
bowling Monday nights at the Academy
Lanes, and you have a seven sports options
where players can re-kindle a childhood
passion.
Intramurals are a necessary outlet for
bluesuiters and civilians at the Academy
looking for healthy competition and camaraderie, not to mention stress relief.
The specific reasons people play sports
are as varied as those who play them. From
my vantage point, the thread that GIs have
in common is a deep appreciation for the
opportunity to turn back the clock.
When I was a bluesuiter I remember the
rush I got on game days knowing I’d be on
a lineup card, like I was as a kid. It didn’t
matter (much) if our team lost. We were in
it together, as a unit. It was us against them.
The anticipation and participation far
outweighed the result.
If you’ve ever played organized sports
you know what I mean. If you’ve never
played them, you don’t know what you’re
missing. That’s why, at 54 years young, I’m
getting back in the game with my unit softball team.
To all former, present and future military ‘old schoolers’, I’m proud to be one
of you. It’s a moniker that never grows old.

Arena
Falcons at regionals
Air Force will be represented by 12 members of its
track and field team at the
NCAA Midwest Regional
Championships, today and
Saturday, at Des Moines, Iowa.
The meet is one of four
regional competitions to determine which athletes participate in the NCAA National
Outdoor Championships, June
6-9, in Sacramento, Calif.

Tee time at Pete
The Logistics Officer
Association, Pikes Peak Chapter’s
inaugural Scholarship Golf
Tournament tees off June 8 at the
Peterson Air Force Base Silver
Spruce course. Check-in for the
four-person scramble is 7 a.m.
The entry fee is $10 plus green
and cart fees. Prizes include golf
pro shop, restaurant and sporting
goods store certificates. Proceeds
go to the LOA National
Scholarship Fund for Enlisted
Logisticians. Registration deadline is June 1. For rules and to
register, call 2nd Lt. Carolyn
Griffin at (719) 556-1505.

Duathlon set
The 2007 Schiever Air Force
Base Duathlon is June 8, at 9
a.m., at the Main Fitness Center.
Participants run one mile, bike
10 miles and run one more mile.
For more information and to
register, call 567-6628.

Scoreboard
INTERCOLLEGIATE
Baseball
May 17-19 at Las Vegas, Nev.
UNLV 4-13-13
Falcons 3-4-12

INTRAMURAL
Golf
Through May 16
Division 1
Team
NSSI/NSC 1
Maintenance 1
DFCE
CW 2
MDG 1
DFP
DFMI
306 OSS 1
DFBL
MDG 3
DPZ
DFMS

Points
9.0
7.5
7.5
6.0
6.0
4.5
4.0
3.5
1.5
1.5
1.5
1.5

Division 2
Team
306 OSS 2
DFEG
CS
DFM
CW 1
Maintenance 2
DFC
LGRR
NSSI/NSC 2
FM
DPMPA
MDG 2

Points
9.0
8.0
7.5
7.5
7.5
5.5
4.5
3.0
1.5
0.0
0.0
0.0
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COMMUNITY
House, in conjunction with the
Individual Awards Ceremony there at
1:30 p.m. Because of limited seating
in the field house, only cadets and their
invited guests will be permitted to attend.

Academy theater group
presents musical
Memorial Day at AFA
Memorial Day at the Academy
features a wreath-laying ceremony and
the Organizational Awards Parade. The
parade is at 10 a.m., on the Stillman
Parade Field. It is free and open to the
public. Seating is on a first-come, firstserve basis. During the parade, a
Memorial Day wreath-laying ceremony
will pay tribute to fallen comrades of the
armed forces.
Cadet squadrons receiving awards
in the categories of leadership, military, academics and athletics will be
honored during the parade.
Parking will be available in lots
north of the parade field and near the
Cadet Field House. Transportation will
be offered to and from the parade field
and the parking lots to handicapped
people.
In case of inclement weather, the
parade will be canceled and the awards
presented in Clune Arena, Cadet Field

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Weekday
Mon., Tues., Thurs. - 6:45 a.m.
Wednesday
Catholic Adoration - 6 p.m.
Mass - 7 p.m.

Protestant Services:
Sunday
General - 10:00 a.m.
Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 p.m.
Buddhist Worship
Wed. - 6:30 p.m. -All Faiths Room
Muslim Prayer
Fridays - Noon - Muslim Prayer Room,
Chapel Basement

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday
Catholic Mass - 11:30 a.m.
Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday
Liturgical - 5:30 p.m.
For more information, call 333-3300.

The Academy’s theater group, the
BlueBards, presents the musical The
Fantasticks at Arnold Hall Theatre today
and Sunday at 7 p.m. in Arnold Hall.
The general public is invited to attend,
and may access Arnold Hall through
the Academy’s North Gate.
The Fantasticks is a family comedy
about two young people and their
journey through romance, adventure
and experience. This cadet-performed
play is presented for cadets and their
guests.
Tickets are $10 for general admission and $7 for military, seniors and
students and $5 for cadets. Tickets are
available at the Arnold Hall Ticket
Off ice. For more information, call
333-4497.
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Prep School needs sponsors
The Academy Preparatory School
needs sponsors for cadet candidates for
the 2007-2008 academic year. Sponsors
must be E-7 and above, O-3 and above,
a Department of Defense employee or
contractor. To apply to be a sponsor or
for more information, call Mrs. Cleo
Griff ith at 333-2583 or e-mail at
cleo.griffith@usafa.af.mil.

VBS registration underway
Avalanche Ranch Vacation Bible
School is June 11-15 at the community
center chapel from 5-7:30 p.m. Kids
ages 4 though those completing fifth
grade will explore the Bible through
adventures, crafts, games, music,
missions and more. For information
or to register, call 333-3300.

The Arnold Hall Student Center
will close Thursday to Aug. 1 for
drainage system replacement. The
closure will affect all of Arnold Hall,
including the food court.

Legal office closed

Cooking class on the burner

The legal offices, in the 10th Air
Base Wing headquarters and Harmon
Hall, will be closed Thursday from noon
to 3 p.m. for an official function. Legal
assistance will not be available that day.
In case of an emergency, call 333-2633
and ask for the on-call judge advocate
general.

Law Day run/walk set
A Law Day 2007 5K run and 1K
walk is set for June 1 at 6:30 p.m. at
Monument Valley Park. The $25 entry
fee for those 13 and older and $15 for
12 and younger benefits Kid Power of
Colorado Springs. To register, go to
www.active.com. For more information
or to volunteer to help, e-mail
lawdayrace@boyet.com.

Thrift Shop closes
The Thrift Shop will close June 19
through July 16 for summer break. It
will resume normal hours July 17.
Regular hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 9:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Consignments are collected from 9:30
– 11 a.m. Donations are accepted any
time during regular hours. For more
information, call 333-4459.

Attic volunteers sought
Volunteers are needed to keep the
Academy Airman’s Attic open. It helps
junior ranking Airmen with free
clothing, furniture, appliances and more.
Paid childcare is available for volunteers.
The attic is open Tuesdays and Thursdays
from noon to 4 p.m. To volunteer, call
Cassie Nordin at 472-7923 and leave a
message.

May is Fitness Month
To celebrate Fitness Month, the
Academy Health and Wellness Center
presents a weekly 5K run Tuesdays
throughout May. Runners should meet
at 3:45 p.m. for a 4 p.m. start. Run
times and refreshments are provided.
The start and finish point is the
pavilion at the bottom of Park Drive. The
event is open to everyone. Prizes will
be given to the first female and first male
to finish each week.
For more information, call
333-3733.

Arnold Hall closed for
repairs

these appropriated fund contract positions available: protestant traditional
music coordinator, protestant religious
education coordinator and catholic religious education coordinator. For information or to obtain a Statement of Work,
call the chapel at 333-3300. Resumes
and sealed bids should be submitted to
Mike Slocum, 333-6081, before June 30.

The Academy Health and Wellness
Center offers “A lighter side of cooking”
series where participants learn how to
prepare healthy foods. The next session
is June 7 from 5-6:30 p.m. at the HAWC,
8137 Park Drive, and will feature healthy
desserts.
Participants receive free recipe cards
and a Healthy Heart Cookbook. To
register or for more information, call
333-3733.

Operation Purple Camp
coming
The National Military Family
Association is sponsoring Operation
Purple Camp, where children ages 7-16
whose parent has or will be deployed
anytime during May 2006 to August
2008, will camp July 25-31 at the Farish
Recreation Area.
The camp is open to all sister services. Activities include geo-caching,
horseback riding, archery, paddle boats,
fishing, rock climbing and mountain
biking. For more information or to
register, go to www.operationpurple.org.

Contract positions available
The community center chapel has

Marriage encounter available
A marriage encounter with nationally
certified counselors is June 2 from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at the Woodmoor Pines Golf and
Country Club in Colorado Springs.
Seating is limited. Cost is $150 per couple
which includes lunch. For more information, call 330-4256.

Spouse support conference
set
The National Homeland Defense
Foundation presents a mini SOS
(Supporting our Spouses) Conference
for spouses of deployed or soon to be
deployed service members June 9 at
the Southeast YMCA, 2190 Jet Wing
Drive. Two conference times are from
7:30 a.m. to noon and 12:30-5 p.m.
Conferences are limited to the first 100
registrants for each session. For more
information, call Roz Johnson at 5777417. Academy family members can
register by calling Master Sgt. Terry
Blansett at 333-6393 or Donna Chavez
at 333-2213.

Pikes Peak or Bust tickets
available
Tickets for the 67th Annual Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo are on sale. The
rodeo is July 11-15. Adult tickets are $10,
$15 and $27 depending on location.
Children’s tickets are $5, $7.50 and $27.
Military personnel and groups of 20 or
more receive a $2 discount. For more
information, visit coloradosprings
rodeo.com or call 635-1101.

Missed the lastest issue
of the
Find it online at
csmng.com
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