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10th ABW
tabbed
outstanding unit
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The 10th Air Base Wing is
getting an Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award.
Specifically cited were its efforts
to provide security for six NCAA
football games with more than
180,000 attendees including distinguished visitors. Security forces coordinated more than 500 base, city and
contract personnel to provide K-9,
horse, all-terrain vehicle and walking
patrols despite 35 percent of the security forces squadron being deployed.
The 10th ABW supported the
Academy’s academic mission and
installed a $300,000 wireless network
in a six-story building, enabling
laptop use for 4,400 cadets
throughout a 1.5 million square-foot
facility.
The Medical Group garnered a
stellar “excellent” Health Services
Inspection rating and the coveted
Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Healthcare Organizations “accreditation” status.
Golf Digest recognized the golf
course as a number one value and it
was also rated as the number one
golf operation in the Department of
Defense.
The fire protection flight was
the first in the Air Force to receive
the National Firefighters Association
Accreditation twice and also
competed in the 2006 Fire Fighter
Combat Challenge with a first place
regional finish and fifth place at the
national competition.
“The military personnel flight
will do a mass update of the awards
for all members currently assigned
to the Academy with specific organizations during the award period,”
said Maj. Karen Burke, of the
personnel directorate. “Members
currently assigned to the Academy do
not need to take any action at this time
to have the award updated in their
record.”
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Parents’ Weekend game is back!
Air Force senior tight end Travis Dekker stretches for extra yardage Saturday during the Falcons annual intrasquad scrimmage at Falcon Stadium. The bluesuiters open their 2007 home campaign Saturday at noon
against South Carolina State. The game marks the return of Air Force’s season opener to Parents’ Weekend.
The traditional Parents’ Weekend game was interrupted the past two seasons due to scheduling conflicts. The
Falcons will play a home game on Parent’s Weekend for the next seven years, against Southern Utah in 2008,
Northern Colorado in 2009, Houston in 2010, Florida State in 2011, Northern Colorado again in 2012 and
Colgate in 2013.

Academy excellence earns AF award
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

This week Air Force officals
announced that the Academy is receiving
it’s fifth Air Force Organizational
Excellence Award.
“This is part of our continuing effort
to turn the corner, another positive
element in helping us move forward,”
said Lt. Gen. John Regni. “Thanks to
everyone on the direct reporting unit
staff and in the mission elements.”
The Academy Headquarters and the
10th Air Base Wing were selected for
meritorious service during the period of
Jan.1, 2005, to Dec. 31, 2006.

During this two year period, the
Academy excelled in its mission to
produce officers of character for the Air
Force and the nation as 1,767 cadets
graduated and earned commissions as
second lieutenants.
An award-winning faculty continued
to receive national and international
accolades for superior quality and for
providing one of the top undergraduate
academic experiences in the nation.
Air Force Academy athletics achieved
unprecedented success within the
National Collegiate Athletic Association,
producing eight All-American athletes,
seven Mountain West Conference champions and one National Collegiate

Athletic Association champion.
The Academy is ranked number one
in the nation for athletic opportunities for
women. The institution was recognized
as a trailblazer in the areas of human
dignity and respect and developing the
Air Force’s first Sexual Assault Response
Coordinator position to dramatically
improve support for victims.
Its staff directorates set the stage for
mission success, garnering an overall
“excellent” in the 2005 Unit Compliance
Inspection — the first comprehensive
inspection of its kind at the Air Force
Academy in 10 years. Military and cadet
records will be updated to reflect the
award.
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Superintendent greets visiting parents,guests
By Lt. Gen. John F. Regni
Academy superintendent

Welcome to
the Air Force
Academy, your
son’s or daughter’s
new home away
from home.
Your support
and involvement
as parents are key Lt. Gen. John F. Regni
to your child’s
success throughout their four-year
experience at the Academy. I
encourage you to take full advantage

of the various Parents’ Weekend activities so you can see first-hand how your
cadet is learning and growing. Take a
close look at our world-class military,
academic, athletic, airmanship and
character-development programs that
are designed to push your son or
daughter beyond his or her preconceived limits.
You may notice your son or
daughter is somewhat different from
when you said goodbye to them earlier
this summer. Some changes may be
subtle; others, more dramatic. Every
cadet’s abilities have been challenged
far more than they would have thought

possible — the good news is they met
these challenges head-on and have
succeeded.
I am confident that when you
leave here, you will understand that the
efforts and values we impart are essential for your cadets to prepare them for
the many challenges they will face as
Air Force officers and leaders of the
21st Century. The foundations of these
values are our Air Force Core Values:
Integrity First, Service Before Self,
and Excellence In All We Do.
This year’s incoming Class of
2011 is exceptional, boasting the most
women and near-record numbers of

minority students. They brought with
them diverse skills, talents and unique
cultural experiences that will afford all
cadets unique opportunities to learn
from and complement each other as
they develop into global leaders
serving our nation.
Thank you for supporting your
cadet, the Air Force Academy and our
nation. Nothing is more important than
your continuing encouragement and
support. Savor the time with your
cadet and share in their new experiences. Again, we welcome you as our
honored guests during this very special
weekend.

Preparatory School welcomes and thanks visitors
By Col. Larry D. Jones
Academy Preparatory School commander

Dear parents and friends,
On behalf of the United
States Air Force Academy
Preparatory School staff and
faculty, I welcome you to the
2007 Parents’ Weekend.
Your son or daughter is
demonstrating great commitment and determination by

Col. Larry D. Jones

attending the Academy Prep School. We appreciate
the fact that his or her values, characteristics and
motivation are a reflection of what you have taught
them.
They are rising to a challenge unlike any our
nation has ever faced. The crucial role they will play
in keeping America free and safe, and keeping the
world stable, will tax their strength and abilities
during their Air Force careers.
I assure you that we will develop the academic,
military and personal skills needed for your sons
and daughters to become leaders of character
and key members of the Air Force Academy and

Air Force team.
During Parents’ Weekend, you will notice positive growth and development in your son or
daughter, although he or she has only been with us a
short time. That is only the beginning. I am confident that you will see much positive change in the
months to come.
Please accept my sincerest thanks for sending us
our nation’s finest young people, and for your
continued support of the Academy Preparatory
School and the Air Force Academy.
Welcome and enjoy your United States Air Force
Academy!

AOG welcomes newest class to Long Blue Line
By James A. Shaw
Association of Graduates president and
CEO

The Association of
Graduates and its
more than 25,000
members extend
their congratulations to the Class
of 2011 upon
completion of
James Shaw
BCT — the first hurdle in your cadet
careers. Nearly 40,000 graduates have
endured the rigors of BCT. It is one of
the many cadet experiences that will
bond you as a class and forever be a
source of fond memories and camaraderie.
The nation is expecting great
things from your class. Your future and
that of the country changed with the
events of Sept. 11, 2001. Our homeland
now faces a real and constant threat of

attack. These are extraordinary times
which demand extraordinary leadership
to not only win the war against
terrorism but to guide our economy and
inspire confidence in all sectors of
society.
The Academy’s and the Air Force’s
Core Values – Integrity First, Service
Before Self, and Excellence In All We
Do – are the cornerstones of the profession you have chosen. These are
beacons that will guide you for the rest
of your life. Now, more than ever, our
country needs leaders of character to
lead the nation. The AOG is eagerly
waiting to see you set new standards
for integrity and honor.
The Association of Graduates
stands ready to support you during
your cadet career and for the rest of
your life. During the last five years, the
AOG has given more than $15 million
to the Academy for Academy projects
and cadet programs the government
was unable to fund. The money from
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donations funded character development programs, club activities, guest
speakers, foreign area studies and a
host of other programs and projects
that make the Academy experience
unique and special. Private donations
allowed the AOG to assist in funding
the Mitchell Hall Projection System
that you enjoy at each meal.
This year, because of the
generosity of graduates and parents, we
completed construction on a Memorial
Pavilion at the cemetery. This $4.5
million project now allows us to pay
proper tribute in a dignified setting to
our graduates and their loved ones. We
encourage you to drive by the cemetery
and see this magnificent structure and
its peaceful setting.
About 44 percent of the Class of
2011 has signed up for our Life
Membership at Graduation Program,
and more than 400 parents of cadets of
the Class of 2011 have joined with
more than 70 percent of them taking

The Academy Spirit is published by
Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group, a
private firm in no way connected with the U.S.
Air Force, under exclusive written contract with
the U.S. Air Force Academy. This civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services. Contents of the Academy Spirit are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, the Department of
Defense or the Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does
not constitute endorsement by the Department
of Defense, the Department of the Air Force, or
Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group,

of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall
be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
The printer reserves the right to reject
any advertisements.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and
provided by the U.S. Air Force Academy
Directorate of Public Affairs. The editor
reserves the right to edit articles to conform
to Air Force policy and Associated Press
style. All photos are U.S. Air Force photos
unless otherwise indicated.

advantage of our special four-year
membership package. We encourage
you and your parents to join the AOG
to ensure you have the same extraordinary experience that the cadets who
have gone before you had.
As you embark on your four-year
journey, it is important to note that
your time here is preparing you to
serve in the most technologically proficient force in the world. America’s citizens expect the Academy to provide
qualified men and women to lead that
force in the new millennium.
The Association of Graduates and
its members are confident that the
Class of 2011 is ready to meet the challenges that lie ahead. You should be
proud that your Academy once again
has been ranked one of the top 10 institutions in the country by U.S. News and
World Report. We extend our best
wishes to all of you – and we look
forward to welcoming you as a member
of the Long Blue Line in four years.

Submissions
Send submissions to: HQ USAFA/PAI, 2304 Cadet
Drive, Suite 3100, U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 808405016 or deliver to Suite 3100 in Harmon Hall.
Deadline for free classified ads on a space-available basis is 12 noon every Tuesday for that week’s
publication date. Paid classified advertising is accepted by the publisher at 329-5236. The number to call for
display advertising is 634-5905.
Deadline for all stories is noon Friday, one week
prior to the desired publication date. Refer questions
to the Academy Spirit editor at 333-8823.
The Academy Spirit also accepts story submissions by fax at 333-4094 or by e-mail: pa.news
paper@ usafa.af.mil.
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Parents’ Weekend Schedule
Friday
Morning
Parents and guests arrive
Visitors entering the Academy are asked to bring their Base
Access/Parking Pass and a photo ID. Please display your
Parking Pass in your vehicle while on base. Guests should
refrain from bringing large bags, coolers, backpacks or other
items that will require additional scrutiny/searches from
security personnel.Note that hand-held cell phones may not
be used while driving on the Academy.
Escort badges will allow guests to ride the shuttle buses
from the Field House parking lots into the Cadet Area.
One family member may escort other guests with a single
Escort badge.Your cadet can obtain extra passes or badges.
Lost parents may receive assistance at the Fairchild Hall bus
stop (base of Core Values Ramp) from 5:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Disabled/handicapped guests may park in the lot north
of the parade field. Guests should bring their state handicapped placard. Shuttles with hydraulic lifts will transport
guests to the Cadet Area.
6 – 8 a.m.

Breakfast
Mitchell Hall
Mandatory For All Cadets. First-class cadets may
bring guests. Non-cadet tickets ($2 ea.) must be purchased
by cadets. No tickets will be sold at the door.
First-class cadets not hosting guests and all other cadet
classes may stay to eat or grab a snack and depart. Snacks
are available until 10 a.m.
7 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Arnold Hall Information Fair
Offers invaluable information and giveaways from many
Academy organizations. Purchase Basic Cadet Training video
and cadet photos here.Also stop by to have a professional
photo taken with your cadet.
7 a.m. – 5:20 p.m.

Attend classes
Fairchild Hall
Guests may attend classes with their cadets with prior

permission from instructors.
7 – 7:50
1st Period
8 – 8:50
2nd Period
9 – 9:50
3rd Period
10:45– 12:05
Parade
12:15 – 1:15 Noon Meal

10:45 a.m. – 12:05 p.m.
1:30 – 2:20
2:30 – 3:20
3:30 – 4:20
4:30 – 5:20

4th Period
5th Period
6th Period
7th Period

7 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Airfield Open House
Academy Airfield
Staff will be available to provide orientations and answer
parent questions.View static displays of Academy aircraft.
Cadets must escort guests to the airfield.
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Association of Graduates
Doolittle Hall
Open to visitors on weekdays only. Closed on Monday
holiday.
8 – 9:50 a.m.

Flight Simulator Tour
Fairchild Hall, Rm. 2H28
Fourth-class cadets and guests only.

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Basic Cadet Training Video
Arnold Hall Theater
Come watch the basics as they learn to become cadets
during Basic Training 2007.
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Cadet Chapel
The cadet chapel is open to visitors daily from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., except on Sunday when it is open following Sunday
services (1:30 to 5 p.m.). Call for worship schedule during
Parents Weekend (719) 333-2636.
10 – 10:45 a.m.

Aerial Demonstrations
Stillman Field
Come out to the parade early to see the Academy Wings
of Blue and a glider demonstration, as well as various aircraft
flyovers.

Cadet Wing Parade
Stillman Field
Mandatory For Cadets. Cadets will be released on the
field following the parade to meet with their guests and escort
them to lunch or to classes following lunch.
12:15 – 1:15 p.m.

Lunch
Mitchell Hall
Fourth-class cadets and guests only may attend.
Mandatory For All Fourth-class Cadets. Non-cadet
tickets ($3.65 ea) must be purchased by cadets. No tickets
will be sold at the door. Lunch for visitors is also available
at the Field House,Visitor Center,Officers’ Club,Arnold Hall
and various squadron picnics (prices/times vary).
12:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Worship Services
Guests are invited to attend services at the Cadet Chapel
on Friday. For additional information, please call 333-2636.
12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Islamic Service/Friday Prayers
7 – 8:15 p.m.
Jewish Sabbath Service
8:15 – 9:30 p.m.
Jewish Shabbat Oneg Reception
1 – 3 p.m.
Hall of Excellence Open House
Falcon Athletic Center
1:15 – 2:45 p.m.

VECTOR! Program
Arnold Hall Banquet Room
A parent orientation to the cadet character seminar
called “VECTOR!,” which all fourth-class cadets will take in
their first year at the Academy.
2 – 4 p.m. Prep School Huskies vs. Hutchinson (Kan.) CC
Husky Field
2:30 – 4:20 p.m.

Flight Simulator Tour
Fairchild Hall, Rm. 2H28
First, second and third-class cadets and guests only.

2:30 – 2:50 p.m.

Show Choir Performance
Arnold Hall Theater

Wherever your service takes you,
you can take us.
■

Auto and Personal Loans, Mortgages and Home Equity Loans,
Checking and Savings Accounts, Business Banking and more!

■

Free Online and Telephone Banking

Ent.com
Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100

■

Over 24 Local Service Centers

Pueblo (719) 542-5276
■

Nationwide Surcharge-Free ATM Network

7090-DHA04/07

Ent is a community-chartered credit union, which means anyone in
the community can join. To become a member, call or stop by today.

Ent is a community-chartered credit union. Ent is a trade name of Ent Federal Credit Union.
Equal Opportunity Lender • Federally Insured by NCUA • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2007
We do business in accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law and the Equal Credit Opportunity Act

Toll-free 800-525-9623
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Parents’ Weekend Schedule
3 – 4:30 p.m.

New Cadet Parent Orientation
Arnold Hall Theater
Academy senior officials discuss programs and answer
parents’ questions.
3 – 5:30 p.m. Academy JV Football Blue & Silver Scrimmage
Turf Field
5 – 7:30 p.m.

Dinner Buffet
Mitchell Hall
Open to cadets and their visitors. Guests may pay cashier
($3.65 ea).
5 – 8 p.m.

Dinner Buffet
Officers’ Club

Call for reservations (719) 333-4253.
5:30 – 7 p.m.

Squadron Open Houses
Vandenberg and Sijan Halls
Mandatory For Cadets.

7 p.m.
Cadets may leave the Academy after open house; must
attend 9:30 a.m. accountability formation for football game
Saturday morning.

Sunday
8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Worship Services
Guests are invited to attend services at the Cadet Chapel
or the Community Center Chapel. For additional information,call the Cadet Chapel at (719) 333-2636 or Community
Center Chapel (719) 333-3300.Cadet Chapel Sunday Services
are:
8 – 9 a.m.
Catholic Mass
9 – 10 a.m.
Protestant Traditional
10 – 11 a.m.
Catholic Mass
11 a.m. – Noon
Protestant Contemporary
Noon – 1 p.m.
Catholic Mass
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Brunch Buffet
Mitchell Hall
Open to cadets and their visitors. Guests may pay cashier
($3.65 ea).
10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Brunch Buffet
Officers’ Club

Call for reservations (719) 333–4253.
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Jacks Valley (BCT)
Orientation tour

Shuttle buses will run from Field House parking lots every
15 minutes.The last bus departs for JV at 1:30 p.m. and the
last bus returns to parking at 2:30 p.m. Cadets must escort
their guests. Walking shoes and unopened, clear water
bottles recommended.
1 – 4 p.m.
Athletics Open House
Cadet Field House, Gymnasium and Falcon Athletic Center

Monday (Labor Day)
7 – 9 a.m.

Breakfast Buffet
Mitchell Hall
Open to cadets and their visitors. Guests may pay cashier
($2 ea).
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Lunch Buffet
Mitchell Hall
Open to cadets and their guests. Guests may pay cashier
($3.65 ea).
7:10 p.m.
Second,Third and Fouth-Class cadets must sign in
10:45 p.m.
First-Class cadets must sign in.

Saturday
7 – 9 a.m.

Breakfast Buffet
Mitchell Hall
Open to cadets and their visitors. Guests may pay cashier
($2 ea).
9:30 a.m.
All second-, third- and fourth-class cadets report to
squadron accountability formations at the stadium.
10:30 a.m.
First-class cadets report to squadron accountability form
tions at the stadium.
Noon – 4 p.m.

Air Force vs. South Carolina State
Falcon Stadium
For tickets, call the Academy Athletic Ticket Office (800)
666-8723 or (719) 472-1895 or go on-line at www.goair
forcefalcons.cstv.com/tickets/afa-tickets.html.
4 p.m.
Cadets may leave Academy after game, must sign in by
Monday, 7:10 p.m. (10:45 p.m. for Firsties)
Non-Toxic • Environmentally Friendly Dry Cleaning

M
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From TBONE to WEdge to award winners
mation they need to get bombs on target
more accurately and with less confusion
in the fog of war.
Colonel Berry, Institute for
Information Technology Application’s
Warfighter’s Edge technical director, has
a degree in computer science and a knack
for writing code.
The calculus instructor from Fort
Collins, Colo., is an Air Force Reservist
attached to the Academy
It began with an IITA idea for an
automated flight briefing room in 2005.
The reservist was called to work the
initial idea of bringing the Air Tasking
Order codenamed TBONE.
Imagine information going directly
into the flight briefing room.
It was demonstrated in a Joint
Expeditionary Forces Experiment in
2006. From that demonstration emerged
a vastly increased scope of the program
called Warfighter’s Edge, or “WEdge”.
Colonel “Skipper” Berry has 17 years
with the Air Force and is an F-16 pilot.
The original idea came from being
an F-16 pilot. A 1987 Academy gradturned-pilot, David Crochet, had created
an outstanding briefing system based on
Microsoft PowerPoint, hyperlinks and
file structure.
WEdge’s program manager, Major
Lattanzi, said the briefing of missions is
currently a very manual, static process.

By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Three Academy members and a
former cadet are receiving Air Force
Research and Development Awards.
The awards are going to Dr. Paul
Vergez, Lt. Col. Andrew Berry, Maj.
Michael Lattanzi and 2nd Lt. Robert
Bethancourt. The Academy members are
among the Scientist and Technology
Award recipients announced by the Air
Force this month.
Colonel Berry and Major Latanzi
will receive Air Force Research and
Development Awards. Lt. Robert
Bethancourt earned Outstanding Cadet
Researcher and Dr. Vergez is receiving
an Air Force Outstanding Scientist Junior
Civilian Award.
The awardees won’t have to venture
to Washington, D.C, for the awards. An
awards banquet at the Academy is planned
for Oct. 4.
“Once again, congratulations to all
of this year’s nominees and recipients,”
said Mr. Terry Jaggers, deputy assistant
secretary, Air Force Science, Technology
and Engineering. “These awards recognize your high standards of excellent and
hard work.”
It’s not hard to discern what captured
Air Force-level interests in their work.
They give young wingmen the infor-

Warfighters brief from static material
prepared by a mission planning cell hours
before. The collection and validation of
all info needed to brief is a very timeconsuming task resulting in less time
available to brief important mission
parameters.
“WEdge solves this problem by facilitating the machine-to-machine transfer
of information that is then formatted to
meet the individual needs of the mission,”
said the airlift pilot from Marion, Va., who
also teaches math. “This information is
then presented to the warfighter saving
him valuable time and allowing a more
in depth discussion of mission execution. The feedback we are getting on the
tool is very positive.”

More than passing knowledge
An Academy instructor who believes
teaching is much more than passing on
knowledge about a particular subject will
receive the Air Force’s Outstanding
Science and Engineering Educator Award.
“Teaching is getting your students to
open their minds to new ideas and develop
their own tools for understanding, and
applying their new-found knowledge,”
said Professor Vergez, the Astronautics
Department’s curriculum director. “If
all I do is pass information onto them in
class, they will forget it by the end of the
day.”

He should know; he has 21 years of
active military duty and nine years with
the Academy’s civilian faculty.
He teaches Introduction to
Engineering Systems, Space Mission
Design and Space Vehicle Attitude
Dynamics and Control.
“If I can motivate them through my
enthusiasm and their involvement in the
class, then they will get excited about the
material and develop a pattern for lifelong learning,” said the professor from
New Orleans. “I try to involve the cadets
as much as possible in the classroom. I
draw on them to answer questions and
develop solutions in class.”
His job is not without challenges.
“We have four years to prepare these
young men and women to develop into
the world’s finest Air Force officers who
live the core values,” said Professor
Vergez. “They will enter an Air Force that
is highly technical and operates at the
international level. Technology is developing at break-neck speeds.”
Recognition hasn’t replaced his
modesty.
“I am very honored that the Air
Force has recognized me with this
award,” said the professor. “I really
believe that this award belongs to the
Department of Astronautics, because
we all work very hard as a team to
achieve the same goals.”
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Active duty military personnel and their families receive
$2 admission during Military Appreciation Weekend,
September 15 and 16.
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Please join us for our special Military Appreciation Weekend – two
fun-filled days of stars, stripes and sunscreen. It’s our way of saying
thanks to our military personnel for your continued service to our
great country. All active duty military personnel and their families
get in for just $2 a person. Because at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo,
we want you…to have a good time.
I-25 to exit 138 west, follow the signs
Sponsors:
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cmzoo.org

g

719-633-9925
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USAFE celebrates AF 60th anniversary
By Capt. Davina Petermann
U.S. Air Forces in Europe Public Affairs

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany
(AFPN) — Airmen, family and friends
from throughout the Kaiserslautern
Military Community celebrated the 60th
anniversary of the United States Air Force
here Aug. 11 with band performances,
demonstrations and special guest speakers.
“In addition to celebrating our historical anniversary, this year marks the 60th
anniversary of (the German state of )

Rheinland-Pfalz as well,” said Gen.
William T. Hobbins, U.S. Air Forces in
Europe commander.
“The support we receive from our
Rheinland-Pfalz friends has helped
USAFE fulfill its responsibility of
defending freedom and democracy,” he
said. “We could not do this without our
German partners.”
Special guests included retired Lt.
Col. Leo Thorsness, Medal of Honor
recipient, and retired Col. Gail Halvorsen,
Berlin Airlift Candy Bomber. Both men

Photo by Airman 1st Class Kenny Holston

(From left) The Berlin Candy Bomber, retired Col. Gail Halvorsen; U.S. Air
Forces in Europe commander, Gen. William T. Hobbins and Medal of Honor
recipient, retired Lt. Col. Leo Thorsness, stand in front of the C-47 Dakota at
U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s Air Force 60th Anniversary celebration Aug. 11
at Ramstein Air Base, Germany.

spoke and signed autographs at the event.
During the Berlin Airlift, Colonel
Halvorsen delivered goodwill and hope
to thousands of children by air dropping
more than 250,000 parachutes loaded
with candy on the city of Berlin.
“Being back in Germany is like a
bookend in my life,” said Colonel
Halvorsen. “When I was here before, we
were tasked with feeding two million
people. The buildings were scarred and
damaged. Germany has come a long way
and I’m thrilled to be back here to see the
progress they’ve made.”
Colonel Thorsness was awarded the
Medal of Honor for valor in the Vietnam
War for an air engagement on April 19,
1967. He was shot down two weeks later
and spent six years in captivity as a prisoner of war.
“You don’t appreciate freedom as
much until you’ve had it and then it’s
been taken away from you,” he said. Even
if you’ve had it taken away, it’s better
than never knowing it.”
“The Air Force’s first real test after
our formation came during the long
ensuing cold war that shaped the world
for decades to come,” General Hobbins
said. “The Berlin Airlift saved the city’s
beleaguered citizens from a communist
chokehold. It was the first major test of
the free world’s will to resist Soviet
aggression, and was arguably air power’s

single most
decisive
contribution to
the Cold War.
Colonel Halvorsen’s
efforts became the symbol of the Berlin
Airlift for Germans and Americans alike.
“Throughout the 60-year history of
the Air Force, Americans have stood in
awe as Airmen pushed the limits of technology and courage,” General Hobbins
said. “Airmen have extended the range,
scope and nature of air missions beyond
what anyone could have imagined when
the Air Force was first created in 1947.
Airmen have shown great courage under
fire, like Medal of Honor recipient Col.
Leo Thorsness. They have sacrificed and
put themselves at risk to protect their
wingmen and help ensure freedom’s
future.”
The celebration was a mix of old and
new. People wore historical Air Force
uniforms; a C-47 static display was on the
same ramp as an F-15 Eagle and U.S.
Army Blackhawk rescue helicopter.
“Based on a foundation of successful
expeditionary air power dating back to
the days of biplanes constructed of wood
and fabric, I am excited about what our
Airmen have accomplished, and about the
new achievements and new frontiers in
store for us in the future,” General
Hobbins said.
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This month in Air Force history
Sept. 1, 1971 – An SR-71 from Beale Air
Force Base, Calif., set a new world speed
record for aircraft by flying between New
York and London in one hour, 54 minutes,
56 seconds at an average speed of
1,806.96 mph.
Sept. 1, 1982 – The U.S. Air Force Space
Command was established to further consolidate Air Force operational space activities. As a major command it supports Air
Force space operations, including satellite
control and Department of Defense space
shuttle flight planning, readiness, and command and control.
Sept. 1, 1968 – U.S. Air Forces in Europe
assumed control of Zweibrucken Air Base,
Germany, from the Royal Canadian Air
Force.
Sept. 1, 1966 – Headquarters U.S. Air
Force Tactical Fighter Weapons Center, was
activated at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.
Sept. 1, 1953 – The first jet-to-jet air refueling took place between a Boeing KB-47
and a “standard” B-47.
Sept. 1, 1950 – Strategic Air Command
received its first KB-29P tanker.This aircraft
used a flying boom system, a telescopic pipe
that was lowered from the tanker, connected to a socket in the receiver aircraft. Fuel
transfer was made with the aid of a pump.

Prior to the delivery of this new aircraft,
Strategic Air Command tankers were KB29Ms equipped with British-developed
hose refueling equipment. That system
involved trailing a hose from the tanker to
the receiver and transferring fuel by means
of gravity.
Sept. 4, 1945 – U.S.Army Air Force Maj. G.
E. Cain set a Tokyo-to-Washington speed
record of 31 hours, 25 minutes, when he
delivered the film of the surrender ceremony to the United States.
Sept. 9, 1967 – Sgt. Duane D. Hackney was
presented the Air Force Cross for bravery
during the rescue of an Air Force pilot in
Vietnam. He was the first living enlisted
man to receive the award. Chief Hackney
died in 1993 at age 46.
Sept. 10, 2005 – First all female C-130
crew flies a combat mission. The crew, from
the 43rd Airlift Wing at Pope Air Force
Base, N.C., was deployed to the 737th
Expeditionary Airlift Squadron flying cargo
and troops in and out of Iraq, Afghanistan
and the Horn of Africa.
Sept. 11, 1953 – The Sidewinder air-toair missile made its first successful interception, sending an F-6F drone down in
flames.
Sept. 12, 1957 – The North American Air

Defense Command became functional. It
was the first two-nation, all-service military organization to function on this continent.

A. Robinson and Airman 3rd Class Arthur
Black are captured on a rescue mission in
Vietnam and later became the first enlisted Air Force Cross recipients.

Sept. 15, 1956 – The Matador missile
squadrons at Hahn, Bitburg and Sembach
Air Bases, West Germany, were collectively reassigned to the newly activated 701st
Tactical Missile Wing, the first missile wing
in the Air Force.

Sept. 22, 1950 – Col. David Schilling
made the first non-stop transatlantic flight
in a jet aircraft, flying a Republic F-84E
from Manston, England, to Limestone (later
Loring) AFB, Maine, in 10 hours, one
minute. The trip required three in-flight
refuelings.

Sept. 15, 1948 – Air Force Maj. Richard L.
Johnson, flying a North American F-86,
recaptured the world speed record for the
United States, streaking over a 3-kilometer
course at Muroc Air Force Base, Calif., at
670.981 mph.
Sept. 17, 1959 – An X-15 rocket plane
was launched from a B-52 bomber. It was
the first rocket-powered flight.
Sept. 17, 1908 – Lt. Thomas E. Selfridge
became America’s, and the world’s, first
military aviation fatality. He was a passenger-observer in a biplane piloted by Orville
Wright. The plane crashed, killing
Lieutenant Selfridge and seriously wounding Mr.Wright.
Sept. 18, 1947 – The U.S. Air Force
became a separate military service.
Sept. 20, 1965 – Airman 1st Class William

Sept. 24, 1987 – The Air Force
Thunderbirds performed for a crowd of
5,000 in Beijing. It had been nearly 40 years
since a U.S. combat aircraft flew over and
landed on Chinese soil.
Sept. 24, 1929 – 1st Lt. James H. Doolittle
proved the possibility of instrument flying
when he became the first pilot to take off
and land entirely on instruments.
Sept. 26, 1947 – Gen. Carl Spaatz became
the first chief of staff of the Air Force.
Sept. 28, 1945 – Headquarters U.S. Air
Forces in Europe officially opened at U.S.
Army Air Station 197, in Wiesbaden,
Germany.
Sept. 29, 1976 – The first Air Force
women pilots entered undergraduate pilot
training.
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Open house keys deployment support system
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Between September and December,
120 Academy Airmen will be deploying.
Approximately 90 have deployed already.
To help families deal with separations the Airmen & Family Readiness
Flight is hosting an open house Sept. 5
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Flight’s facility in
Pine Valley.
The event’s key word is informal,
said Senior Master Sgt. Terry Blansett, the
flight’s readiness NCO.
The informality will be a first for the
flight.
“We wanted to get away from the
military setting,” he said. “Spouses can
become familiar with our facility and
what we offer.”
The event is not mandatory. There will
be no briefings or speeches. Dress is
civilian casual. Both Airman and spouses
will be encouraged to talk one-on-one
with each other and the flight’s staff.
The event will also feature free food,
games and movies for children and significant door prizes, such as a mountain
bike, digital camera, DVD player and gift
certificates.
Representatives from several
Academy organizations will be on hand
to field questions and provide information. Groups slated for appearances are
the Health and Wellness Center, 10th

Photo by Ann Patton

Lt. Col. Phillip Kleinman, of the 10th Medical Group, adds his signature to yet
another form.

Services Squadron, Child Development
Center, Youth Center, Family Advocacy,
Life Skills, Education Center and the host
Airmen & Family Readiness Flight.
The target audience for the open
house is spouses, Sergeant Blansett said.
“It’s extremely tough,” he said of their
experiences during separations.
While deploying spouses know where
they’re going and have a support system
when they get there, spouses may have to
start from scratch for support.
“They also become a single parent
overnight,” Sergeant Blansett said. “You’re
picking up the slack of household chores
and other family duties,” he said.
Deployments since 9/11 have changed

dramatically.
“They have become longer and more
frequent,” Sergeant Blansett said. “Spouses
have to step up to the plate and deal with
it. There is never a good time to deploy.”
Another difference in deployments
from previous years is, happily, spouses
now have a whole raft of support available to them.
“There are lots of resources on base,
and the Air Force expects there will be
some problems. Spouses shouldn’t hesitate to take advantage of those resources.”
He urges spouses to get involved with
activities both on and off base.
“The worst thing they can do is to stay
at home and hibernate.”

Senior Airman Darick Alexander, an
Academy chaplain’s assistant, has worked
to build a support network and a series of
outlets for his wife, such as activities at
the YMCA, church and having people
call her regularly.
“My main concern is to keep her
busy and have outlets every day,” he said.
Tech. Sgt. Alivia Bottino, 10th
Medical Support Group and her husband
are both deploying.
Her parents will be caring for the
couple’s three children.
They prepared for the deployment
with the necessary tasks of securing
powers of attorney, enrolling the children
in a new school and arranging medical care
through TriCare.
Lt. Col. Phillip Kleinman, with the
10th Medical Group, feels comfortable
with plans during the separation.
“The key to success in any endeavor
is preparation,” he said and added, “There
are enough resources on this base to help
everyone involved with deploying.”
Technical Sgt. Diana Wilkins said
her husband will be anxious for that first
e-mail from her.
“He wants to know he can contact
me,” she said.
Sergeant Wilkins feels her husband,
who has prior military service, will deal
with her deployment matter-of-factly.
“Nobody wants family members to
deploy but that’s life,” she said.
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From making history to teaching it
An Academy instructor’s
reflections
By Maj. Laura Johnson
Department of History

Six months ago, I was in Iraq,working
in a Joint Operations Center at Balad Air
Base. I was nearing the end of my Air
Force Special Operations Command
deployment and getting ready to return
to my home station, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
Night after night, every night, I would
watch as U.S. forces would go out to
accomplish their mission in this Global
War on Terror.
Strategically, we were supporting
U.S. national security interests; operationally, we were working to counter an
insurgency and help build a democracy;
and, tactically, our troops went downrange to either knock on or knock down
doors to accomplish this mission, up
close and personal.
This “pace,” as my team of intelligence professionals called it, was both
exhausting and exhilarating. Some nights
were wonderfully successful, and some
nights ended horribly with memorial
services needing to be arranged for the
fallen.
While deployed, one of the many

concerns I had -- in addition to the mortar
rounds, the snipers and our helicopter
gunner firing back better than the bad guy
on the ground -- was wondering if the Air
Force Personnel Center at Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas would approve my
instructor assignment to the Academy’s
History Department.
I was first notified in October that I
was selected. In January, I was told the
orders were waiting for me when I
returned to the states in February.
When I reported in to the Academy
Courtesy photo
History Department in June, the “pace” Maj. Laura Johnson is awarded the 2007 Outstanding Instructor of the Year
picked up again. Joining other new trophy by Col. John Jogerst, USAF Special Operations School commandant,
instructors during Faculty Orientation, my upon her return from deployment to Balad Air Base, Iraq, in February.
new teammates formed a “learning sentatives from base agencies within the experts in their chosen courses of study.
community.” We spent a full day learning 10th Air Base Wing. We toured Jacks Tactically, the history department chalabout character development. We were Valley and the Cadet Ares, learning our lenges our cadets to think about both
issued a book to read on what and how new environment. Most importantly, we history and current world events, as these
the “best” instructors in the country were welcomed as part of the mission of future lieutenants will very soon enter the
operational and definitely expeditionary
taught and ran their classrooms. We the Academy.
Strategically, the Academy’s mission Air Force.
defined and discussed the “interactive
While the three years spent with the
learning process.” We taught mini-lessons is to educate, train and inspire men and
to each other, and then retuned to our women to become officers of character AFSOC and teaching at the Air Force
respective departments and were evalu- motivated to lead the United States Air Special Operations School are two highated by our supervisors and veteran Force in service to our nation. lights of my 17 years in uniform, I look
Operationally, the academic departments forward to this academic year’s rewards
teachers.
We met the leaders and other repre- work to educate their students to be and opportunities waiting to unfold.

Go Air Force!

KIRA

801 Tevis Street Fort Carson, CO 80913
www.kira.com

10

Academy Spirit
August 31, 2007

Class of 2011 began journey to hat toss
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The Class of 2011 said good-bye to
family and friends June 28 inside the
Association of Graduates building and
made the symbolic trek over the AOG’s
memorial bridge donated by the Class of
1959.
The dedication plaque on the bridge
reads, “The path to which you aspire has
been consecrated by the blood of heroes
and paved with the selfless service of
countless men and women like you.”
For Basic Cadet Aracelli Salas, the
wait to join the long blue line cost her an
extra year.
Accepted for The Class of 2010, she
suffered major injuries in an automobile
accident shortly before her planned departure to the Academy from her home in
Bernardo, N.M.
“It’s been a tough year,” her mother,
Martha Salas, said of her daughter and
the recovery time.
“She really fought hard to get here,
and we’re so very proud of her.”
Mrs. Salas served for 11 years in the
Air National Guard and Basic Cadet
Salas’ father, Andrew, is an officer in the
New Mexico National Guard.
The Class of 2011, with more than
1,300 starting members, brought only
Photo by Dave Armer
Basic cadet trainees greet inspiring upper classmen as they exit the bus to begin inprocessing as the Class of the bare necessities with them, like
2011.
Continued on next page
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Class of 2011
toiletries and a few clothing items.
They also packed impressive credentials.
Eighty-four graduated at the top of their high school
class, 116 were class presidents, 1,148 were sports
team captains and 1,252 earned varsity sports letters.
Their average high school grade point average is
3.85. The incoming class also scored an average of
624 on the SAT Critical Reading exam and 653 for the
math exam.
Average ACT sores were 27.9 for English and 28.7
for math.
The Class of 2011 includes members from
Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Kenya, Korea,
Lithuania, the Philippines, Poland, Sri Lanka, TrinidadTobago, Tunisia and the Academy’s first-ever cadets from
Micronesia and Serbia.
During his pep talk to incoming cadets and their
families, Jim Shaw, AOG director and chief executive
officer, encouraged them to maintain perspective on what
lies ahead.
“Hang in there,” he said. “Keep that long-range goal
in sight.”
The new basics and their families had mixed feelings about the day.
“I’m more anxious and excited than nervous,”
Basic Cadet Lacey Richardson said.
The Melbourne, Fla., native has wanted to come
to the Academy since she was 5.
“I like the environment and the lifestyle,” she said.
Basic Cadet Rehling Hitt from San Antonio, Texas,
said she had concerns about “just basic things.” Although
she has been working out, the push-ups may be a challenge for her.
“I’d like to think I know what to expect but I probably don’t,” said Basic Cadet Mari Biehl who arrived
with a solid breakfast and good night’s sleep.
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The Biehl family visited here three years ago on a
vacation from Bismarck, N.D.
“It just struck a chord with her,” her mother Joyce
said of her daughter’s choice to attend the Air Force
Academy.
“She’s worked hard to get here.”
Basic Cadet Biehl was also offered an appointment to West Point.
Saying goodbye to their son, Basic Cadet Daniel
Armstrong, wasn’t easy for his parents Glenn and
Janice Armstrong of Westchester, Ohio.
He was the second of five Armstrong children to
leave the nest.
“I don’t know if anyone could be ready for this,”
Mrs. Armstrong said. “Hopefully, it will be everything
he wants it to be.”
Mr. Armstrong knew his son had made the right decision.
“He’s living his dream,” he said.
The Cadet Cadre welcoming the
new class had their own opinions.
“Some of them look really
scared,” Cadet 1st Class Spiro Catsulis
said of the cadets lined up and waiting
to cross the bridge.
He noted a couple of jokesters in
the crowd and others who tried to
stand at attention.
“We’ll teach them the right way,”
Cadet Catsulis said.
“Every class has hope.”

Photos by Danny Meyer

Basic Cadet Trainee Mark Hunter’s three years
without a haircut comes to an abrupt and aerodynamic end as Connie Graff demonstrates her 19
years’ worth of BCT hairstyling technique.

Basic Cadet Trainee Elizabeth
Scarberry receives motivational
training during the bus ride to the
Core Values Ramp.
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Field Day:
the ultimate team concept
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Cadets from each squadron ran from the cadet
chapel to four hours of start field day contests July
11.
There was a spirited tug-of-war, a sprint relay
and an air assault to see how far basic cadets could
punt, kick and pass a football.
A log relay saw groups carrying a huge log while
sprint racing other cadets.
Two teams tried pushing massive inflated balls into
the other’s end zones, then did a long distance run.
“But, autonomously, no event really stood out
from the others,” said Capt. Eric Anker, Intramural
Division deputy chief. “It was the timing of all the
events that was very intense.”
There was sound, scoreboard, food for the basics,
12 distinguished visitors, tents, the contests and associated equipment, cadet timing, speeches, Wings of
Blue jump, water, clean-up and photo support.
“It took a lot of coordination to make so many
things happen with so many people and pieces of
equipment in such a small amount of time.” said the
captain from Anchorage, Alaska. “Planning was
extensive and started back in April.”
There were remarks by Lt. Gen. John Regni,
Academy superintendent, who awarded the field day
champion banner, and other remarks from Brig. Gen.
Susan Desjardins, commandant of cadets , who awarded
the overall outstanding squadron banner.
“It was about teamwork with focus on athletics

Photos by John Van Winkle

Spirited efforts at July’s field day saw
cadet team pushing a huge ball into
another team’s end zone, and rigorous
tugs-of-war.

and fitness,” said Captain Anker.
It was also the basic cadet training
capstone event and transition to Second
BCT.
Was Field Day also enjoyable?
“Most definitely,” said Captain Anker.
“Basics got a chance to play games, socialize
with each other, eat snacks and be outside.
That’s much better than marching practice
or push-ups in the quad.
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Basic cadets survived 2nd Beast

Photo by Danny Meyer

Basic cadet trainees lived in Jacks Valley to begin two weeks of training that tested their stamina and determination. Included were weapons training, confidence and assault training, drill evaluations, tent inspections and aerobic and physical fitness tests.

Force culture,” said the chief of cadet
standards and discipline.
About 1,271 of the basic cadet
trainees marched the three miles to Jacks
Valley, July 16.
This year saw more focus on safety,
courses and strengthening the BCT cadre
in their leadership roles.
Military training followed the march
back to “the Hill” followed by scored
physical fitness testing and Air Force
fitness testing.
“Teamwork and the successful safe
completion of the courses has been
accomplished,” said Colonel Jeffers.

By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The basic cadet trainees had to familiarize themselves with Jacks Valley
courses, adapt to field conditions and
strengthen their team skills.
And, yes, there were some basics that
had never held or fired a weapon before
arriving at the Academy, said the Basic
Cadet Training Group commander, Lt.
Col. James Jeffers.
“They have done especially well at
adapting to military life and the challenges of becoming members of the Air

How did the cadet cadre keep up
with the pace of Second Beast?
“The cadet cadre reverted and
thought back on their experience during
2nd Beast and what it required of them,”
said Cadet 2nd Class Devin Hart, cadet
BCT group commander. “Just that
knowledge alone helped add to the tone
we set as professional trainers. At the
same time, all the cadre realized that a
certain excitement and motivation served
them well in this leadership experience.”
During First Beast, they took the
basics through a lot of drill and ceremonies practice, such as transitory drill

Fun for the Whole Family!

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

Secure a position up to two years
in advance through the
Troops to Teachers

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

HIRE-IN-ADVANCE
PROGRAM!
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The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

$10,000 bonus available for those eligible!!
Contact:
Meghan Diderrich
Hire-in-Advance Program Director
1-800-438-6851
mdiderrich@mwttt.com

GREAT STEAKS, FRESH FISH,
PASTAS, BURGERS, SALADS,
ADULT BEVERAGES
& A FUN KID’S MENU!
Seating Available in the Plane!

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

America is at War...

movements and marching.
Training ended around 8 p.m. Time
after that was allotted for hygiene and
personal time for the basics.
“Basics stayed up late talking about
the road ahead,” said Cadet Hart, a selfdescribed Army brat from Memphis,
Tenn. “However, cadre emphasized to the
basics, their rest is essential in order to
successfully complete Second Beast.”
Perhaps the main challenge for the
cadet cadre was remembering that BCT
is a short sprint exercise which required
them to solely devote their time and
effort to create tough but professional
basic cadet training for the class of 2011.
At the same time, BCT provided a
tremendous leadership opportunity for
the cadet cadre.
The cadet group commander had
his hands full.
“I tend to always be busy,” said Cadet
Hart. “Many of the permanent party
mentors gave me the knowledge and
tools that have aided me tremendously.
Command keeps you busy, its one of
the greatest opportunities anyone can
have during their Air Force career. With
that in mind, I keep a positive mind and
enjoy this opportunity to lead more and
more each and everyday.”
He thinks the very things that make
a class unique are made through the
entire Academy experience, the first
being BCT.
“For the cadet cadre, the class of
2011 was unique in part because we
trained them, more so for my class,
2008,” said Cadet Hart. “It was one of
our last opportunities to leave a legacy
here. We were able to impart our knowledge and shape a class that will eventually join the long blue line and partake
in the challenge of defending this great
nation for years to come.”
Second Beast concluded with the
Valley Sweepstakes and Warrior March
out of Jacks Valley.

• LUNCHES & DINNERS
• DINING OUTS
Blue Star Service Banners are Back
Men and women in military
uniforms are on the front
lines of our war on terrorism.
In wars past, a Blue Star
Banner in the window of a
home showed a family’s
pride in their loved one serving in the U.S. Armed Forces
and reminded others that
preserving America’s freedom demands much.

...and a tradition continues.

Every neighborhood has
someone serving in the
current war on terrorism.
As we steel ourselves for
a long and difficult war,
the sight of the Blue Star

Banner in homes will remind
us of the personal sacrifices
being made to preserve our
way of life.
From the more than 4 million
men and women of The
American Legion, the
American Legion Auxiliary,
the Sons of The American
Legion...and all your fellow
Americans...we say,
“Thank you.”

Located 1 block east of
Powers Blvd on Fountain Blvd!
Separate Checks? No Problem!
Reservations Accepted.

Just look for the Plane!
570-7656

www.solosrestaurant.com
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By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

“Come fly with us,” invites the Academy’s Aero
Club.
It is open and ready to make dreams of a pilot’s
license come true.
Beginner students can work toward a Federal
Aviation Administration private pilot’s license while
more advanced students can become qualified for
FAA instrument and commercial ratings.
“Fall is a particularly good time for flying, said
Ed Ponder, Aero Club manager. “The weather’s
becoming very nice.”
Testy weather conditions like high winds, snow,
low ceilings and extreme heat and humidity make
flying difficult if not impossible in other seasons.
He added the club’s nine aircraft are also ready,
waiting and available for new students as are the
club’s eight instructors.
“We offer training from the very basic to

Kim Dunlap is fulfilling her dream of becoming a pilot.

Photos by Ann Patton

Mike Beeson takes his final exam for an AA private pilot’s
license. He passed with flying colors.

advanced,” Mr. Ponder said.
The club currently has 153 members which
includes 36 students. All students must be Aero
Club members.
Licensed club members may also rent aircraft
for their own use.
For a private license, the FAA requires a
minimum of 40 hours of flight training with at least
20 hours with an instructor pilot and 10 hours of
solo flight. The average nationally is 76 total hours
but Aero Club students average about 55 hours.
Students perform bookwork at their convenience through a computer program.
It is up to students how long they want to take
in securing a private license.
“I’ve seen them do it in 30 days and others two
years,” said Joyce Webster, Aero Club assistant who
has been with the group for 20 years.
The Aero Club is open seven days a week “at
the convenience of our members,” Mr. Ponder said.
At the end of training, students can take their
written private pilot exam at the club, which has
three FAA certified examiners on site. The club
also offers onsite testing for all other FAA examinations as well.
Eligible for Aero Club training are Academy
cadets, cadet candidates, all active duty members
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Chief mechanic Phil Sidney and his crew routinely exceed FAA and factory standards for maintenance on the club’s nine
Cessna aircraft.

and retirees and their family members, as well as
Department of Defense employees and contractors
and the Civil Air Patrol.
There is no minimum age limit for private pilot
training but the FAA requires students to be 16
years old to solo, 17 for private licensing and 18 for
commercial licensing.
Mr. Ponder stressed students shouldn’t start too
early because during the time spent waiting for a
birthday students could become impatient and turn
to other interests.
“If they can’t solo, they lose their motivation,”
he said.
Some of the school’s best students, however,
have been teenagers.
“We have had high schoolers who are really
good and excel above other student pilots,” Ms.
Webster said.
The club’s oldest student of record was 74 when
he started to learn to fly.
The 45-year-old Academy club prides itself on
its quality instructors and aircraft.
All instructors are FAA Certified Flying
Instructors. They come from varied backgrounds
such as military retirees and reservists, airline pilots
and civilians and have extensive training and air
time.
Eight of the Cessna aircraft have between 120
and 160 horsepower, and the military T-41 aircraft
has 210. The planes can fly at about 120 knots per
hour without head winds.
“We have to be precise,” chief mechanic Phil
Sidney said of aircraft maintenance. “We can’t
accept factory standards at these altitudes.”
The higher the aircraft ascends, the more horsepower is drained from the engine. At 5,000 feet
above sea level, planes can lose 25 percent of their
power and at 10,000 feet 50 percent of power.
For every 50 hours of flight time, planes
undergo engine inspections. At 100 hours, the
engine and entire plane is inspected. Older aircraft
undergo continuous inspection.
Mr. Sidney, an FAA-certified inspector and
retired Air Force mechanic, said Aero Club standards for maintenance exceed those of local aviation authorities, the Air Force and the FAA.
The club’s maintenance area is kept meticulously orderly and clean.
The Aero Club’s cost for training as a private
pilot is an estimated $6,300, which includes $3,870
for 45 hours of aircraft rental, $1,625 for 65 hours

of flight instruction, plus other fees for ground
school, the Aero Club and exams.
Academy cadets and Preparatory School
students receive a discount on expenses. The
Academy’s education center can offset some ground
school expenses to active duty service members,
and the amount of assistance is based on rank.
Students at Utah Valley State College may receive
academic credit for Aero Club flight training.
Kim Dunlap is following her heart at the Aero
Club and working toward a private license.
“It’s one of those things I’ve always wanted to

do,” the spouse of an Air Force retiree said. “I have
the time now.”
Aero Club chief pilot and flight instructor
Justin Hoover has enjoyed working with his more
than 100 students.
“It’s fun to see them grasp a concept or achieve
a rating or goal,” he said.
Having a student in the pilot’s seat next to him
can be challenging, however.
“I must be calm and cool.”
For more information on the Aero Club, call
333-4423.

A Cessna engine with cutouts allows student pilots to better understand its inner workings.
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Grad competes
2006 Academy graduate
Dana Pounds threw a 180’5”
to place 26th in the qualifying
round of javelin competition at
the 11th-Annual International
Association of Athletics
Federation World Outdoor
Championships for Athletics in
Osaka, Japan, on Wednesday.
Representing the Air Force
World Class Athlete Program
Pounds was the lone javelin
representative on Team USA.
She placed 14th in her qualifying flight, which included
Nikola Brejchova of the Czech
Republic, who won the first
day of competition with a throw
of 210’11”.

Fowler on Butkus
watch
Air Force senior linebacker
Drew Fowler is on the “watch
list” for the prestigious Butkus
Award®, given to the nation’s
best collegiate linebacker. Fowler
is one of 66 candidates for this
year’s trophy presented by the
Downtown Athletic Club of
Orlando, Ind. Fowler led the
Mountain West Conference and
ranked 11th nationally in total
tackles with a 10.2 average,
becoming the first Falcon since
Chris Gizzi in 1997 to lead the
league in tackles. The Clayton,
N.C., product recorded 123
tackles last year, which is the
most by a Falcon since Gizzi
posted 179 in 1997. Fowler is also
on the Lombardi “watch list”,
which recognizes the college
football lineman of the year.

Coach on the tube
Air Force Football with
Troy Calhoun, the weekly television coach’s show on KOAATV, channels 5/30 in Colorado
Springs, has a special air time
of 6 p.m. this Sunday to recap
the South Carolina State game.
The show then moves back to
its regularly scheduled time on
Sunday nights following the
late local news which follows
the Sunday Night National
Football League game of the
week. The approximate start
time for the coaches show will
be 10:15 p.m. The show features
highlights from the previous
week’s game, features on
players and other news from
inside Falcon football.

Football luncheon set
The weekly Air Force football luncheons for 2007 kickoff
today in the press box at Falcon
Stadium. The luncheons are
every Friday before a home
football game with the exception of the TCU game on Sept.
17. That week, the luncheon
Continued next page
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New faces
going places

have spikers
Photos by Dennis Rogers

Falcon freshman Nicole
Stilwell elevates above
Bucknell’s Lindsay Smith
Saturday at Clune Arena.

Freshmen help lead
Falcons to 2nd in tourney
By Valerie Perkin
Athletic Communications

Highlighted by furious comebacks in
each of the first two games, the Air Force
volleyball team earned a decisive threegame win over Bucknell in the final match
of the four-team Air Force Invitational
Saturday in Clune Arena.
The Falcons topped the Bison 30-28,
30-28, 30-26 to improve to 2-1 on the
season.
The victory secured tourney runnersup. Portland State took the title with a 30 record.
Bucknell pulled out to the early lead
in the opening set and used a six-point
run to build a 16-9 advantage. Backed by
strong serving and a pair of service aces
from sophomore Katie Batchelder, the
Falcons pulled within 16-15, but Bucknell
built another substantial lead.
Down 26-20, Air Force called a
timeout. After the break, the Falcons went
on a 10-2 run to rally past the Bison by two.
With Batchelder serving again, junior
Jasamine Pettie registered three kills during
that stretch. Sophomore Michelle
Harrington tallied the final two kills to
seal the Air Force victory.
“It was a focusing issue,” Falcon head
coach Penny Lucas-White said. “They
have to understand they have to play every
ball throughout the series. The key was to
stay focused long enough to get the job
done.”
Freshman Nichole Stilwell scored the
first point of the second game, but Bucknell
quickly regained the lead. Down 27-23,
Lucas-White called another time out. Air
Force regrouped, got a pair of service aces
from senior setter Kim Kallabis and forced
the Bison into five errors to take the second
game by a pair.
Bucknell claimed the first three points
of the must-win third game and forged a
10-5 lead, but strong serving from
freshman Caroline Kurtz pulled the
Falcons within one. A kill from Kurtz
tied the set at 16 and Air Force took
the lead on the ensuing
point thanks to the
blocking of Pettie
and Stilwell. The
Bison did tie
the game
at 20,
but

Kurtz added another kill to regain the lead.
Batchelder, Stilwell and Kurtz combined
for several more kills, while Harrington
added another ace to give the Falcons the
four-point win.
“We (the freshmen) not only bring
skill but a passion for the game,” Kurtz said.
“We weren’t on the team last year so we
have no ghosts of the past. We don’t have
a last year. This is our beginning.”
Kurtz
and
Pettie led the
Falcons with 10
kills
apiece.

Batchelder
led all players with 18 digs
and a team-best three aces.
Junior Ellen Bina and
Kallabis, who tallied 33 assists
as the team’s primary setter
and added a solo block.
Each served up
two aces.
“My
focus since
practice has
been to lead this team on
the court, to bring the fire
and intensity and bring us
together,” Batchelder said. “It’s
about not being afraid to jump

serve and go all out. It feels really good to
win games after the losing season (3-24,
0-16 Mountain West Conference) we had
last year.”
Batchelder (28 kills, 32 digs, five aces),
Pettie (26 kills, nine blocks) and Kallabis
(95 assists, two aces, 13 digs) were named
to the all-tournament team. They joined
Chicago State’s Jessica Khouri, Bucknell’s
Shannon Pitsch and Portland State’s Jen
Oney, Maija Vojnovic and Dominique
Fradella on the all-tournament team.
Fradella was named Tournament Most
Valuable Player.
“Our newcomers are going to be
phenomenal,” Lucas-White said when
asked about the impact her freshmen can
have on the program. “They work as hard
as anybody. They’re taller. We’re more
physical now and that’s the key. When
players like Nicole Stilwell pound the ball,
it makes a difference. You guys haven’t
even seen what else we have sitting on the
bench.”
The new-look Falcons hit the road
today and Saturday for the Volley in the
Valley Tournament, co-hosted by Army
and Marist. Air Force opens the tourney
today at 5 p.m. (MST) against serviceacademy rival Army at West Point.
Editor’s Note: Wayne Amann, Academy
Spirit Editor, contributed to this story.

Falcon sophomore Katie Batchelderm, 1, and senior Morgan
Dolan double team a return.
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Carney on Davey
O’Brien watch list
By Troy Garnhart
Athletic Communications

Air Force senior quarterback Shaun Carney has been
selected for the Davey O’Brien
National Quarterback Award
“watch list.” Carney is one of 35
players on the watch list and
this season marks the third
straight year the North
Olmstead, Ohio, product has
made the list.
The “watch list” is based
on All-America teams and
Honorable Mentions published
in at least six different preseason
college football magazines. A
candidate must be listed as an
All-America quarterback or as
a first or second team AllAmerican within his conference
in at least one publication, or as
Honorable Mention in at least
three publications.
The O’Brien requires
Selection Committee members
to consider the character and
leadership qualities of each
candidate, in addition to athletic
prowess when voting.
“Along with athletic ability,
The O’Brien winner must
exhibit the same character and
moral fiber that Davey O’Brien

displayed throughout his life,”
Davey O’Brien Foundation
executive director Danielle
Moorman said. “We challenge
“watch list” candidates to live
up to this fundamental aspect of
our award while leading their
teams into competition.”
The winner will be
announced on The Home Depot
College Football Awards Show
on ESPN Dec. 6, 2007. The
recipient will be honored Feb.
18, 2008, at the annual Davey
O’Brien Awards Dinner at The
Fort Worth Club in Texas.
Carney is entering his
fourth season as the starter for
Air Force. He ranks third in
career total offense at the
Academy with 5,824 total yards.
He also ranks eighth in rushing
with 1,924 yards, third in
passing with 3,900 yards and
second in touchdown passes
with 30.
He joins fellow senior Caleb
Hanie of Colorado St., juniors
Rocky Hinds of UNLV and
Brian Johnson of Utah and
sophomore Karsten Sween of
Wyoming on the list. The five
Mountain West Conference
signal callers are the most from
any conference.

Arena
continued from previous page

will be on Wednesday. Doors
open at 11 a.m. and lunch is
served at 11:30. The official
program, featuring head coach
Troy Calhoun, begins at noon
and end by 1 p.m. Luncheons
cost $7 and are open to the
public. No RSVP is required.
For more information, call the
Air Force marketing and development office at 719-333-0261.

AF picked fifth

Photo by Denise Navoy

Air Force senior quarterback Shaun Carney fine tunes his
game during Saturday’s intra-squad scrimmage at Falcon
Stadium.

The Davey O’Brien
National Quarterback Award®
(The O’Brien) honors the
nation’s best college quarterback of the year and inspires
student-athletes to triumph both
on and off the field.
By recognizing and
honoring athletes who excel in
both sports and academics while
exhibiting strong character and
leadership, The O’Brien helps
to instill a lifelong moral fiber

in each candidate.
The O’Brien is overseen by
the Davey O’Brien Foundation,
which was founded in 1977 and
is headquartered in Fort Worth,
Texas. The Foundation provides
scholarships and university
grants to help high school and
college athletes transform leadership on the field into leadership in life. For more
information, visit www.DaveyO
Brien.com

Snow tough sledding for Huskies
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

Huskies, the four-legged
variety, normally have no trouble
with snow.
And, for the better part of
Saturday’s Academy Preparatory
School football season opener,
the two-legged variety held their
own with Snow College (Utah),
the #2 ranked junior college team
in the country.
Photo by Dennis Rogers
But, three unanswered Prep School fullback Keegan Gogerty reaches for the end
Badger touchdowns in a 7:14 zone Saturday while dragging Snow College cornerback
span of the second half turned Skye PoVey along for the ride at Husky Field.
a tight game into a long after- for a score.
second stanza. The turnovers
noon for the Huskies, who
And after another Prep helped the Prep School win the
dropped a 32-14 verdict before School punt, wide receiver Adam time of possession 29:53 to
500 sun-drenched fans at Husky Frandsen snared a 25-yard touch- 28:00, despite being out gained
Field.
down pass from Eastman to 485 yards to 225. Eastman
“They got behind us a balloon Snow’s cushion to an accounted for 322 yards passing
couple times,” Prep School head insurmountable 32-7 with 10:37 going 17-for-25.
coach Todd Bynum said. “Snow left in the fourth quarter.
The Badgers broke through
executed, made plays when they
“They weren’t necessarily for the lone score of the first
needed to and we didn’t. Our defensive breakdowns,” Bynum half when Hatch raced under a
kids ‘gotta learn. We’ll get there.” said. “We just need to practice, 62-yard bomb by Eastman down
With 2:51 left in the third get better and execute what the the right sideline late in the
quarter and Snow leading 14-7, coaches are teaching.”
second quarter.
Badger quarterback Jon Eastman
Snow upped the ante to 14An opportunistic Huskies
found wide receiver Kyle Hatch defense, led by strong safety 0 after halftime when Soni Sotele
over the middle for a 52-yard Josh Garrett, kept the game close capped a 7-play, 50-yard drive
touchdown pass.
in the first half. Garrett recov- with a 2-yard touchdown run.
Following a Husky punt, ered a Snow fumble in the first The score was set up by Kimball
Snow wide receiver Regan Buck quarter and intercepted a Burton’s 39-yard reception.
scampered 15 yards on a reverse deflected Eastman pass in the Huskies cornerback Marcus

Shaw broke up two passes on the
previous two plays.
The Badgers tried an onside kick after the score, but the
ball failed to travel the minimum
10 yards. Two Snow penalties on
the play turned the ball over to
the Prep School.
On the ensuing play Huskies
quarterback Tim Jefferson hit
fullback Keegan Gogerty in the
right flat. He dragged Snow
cornerback Skye PoVey to the
pylon cutting the score in half.
“We called that play several
times earlier and I threw it to a
wide receiver on the opposite
side,” said Jefferson who went
14-for-35 for 157 yards and two
touchdowns. “Each time the fullback was wide open. When we
called it again I got him the ball
and he did the rest.”
Jefferson hit Anthony
Wright with a 25-yard scoring
strike in the fourth quarter to
complete the scoring.
The game was the first of six
the Huskies will play this season
against teams either ranked or
receiving votes in the National
Junior College Athletic
Association pre-season poll,
including today’s home game
against Hutchinson (Kansas)
Community College at 2 p.m.

The 17th-ranked Air Force
water polo team was selected to
finish fifth in the Western Water
Polo Association, as chosen by
the conference’s head coaches
in the 2007 preseason poll. UC
San Diego, ranked eighth in the
national preseason poll, was
picked to secure its secondstraight league title, garnering
125 points, including six firstplace votes. The Falcons open
the season Saturday at the Triton
Invitational, hosted by WWPA
rival UC San Diego.

AVS break ice
The Cadet Ice Arena will
host the annual Colorado
Avalanche Burgundy/White
Game Sept. 16 at 11 a.m. It’s the
first time the venue has ever
been used for a National
Hockey League team game.
The previous seven Burgundy/
White games have generated
more than $400,000 for various
Colorado charities. Proceeds
from this game benefit military families and initiatives of
the Avalanche Youth Hockey
program. Tickets, ranging from
$12 to $20, are on sale at the
Academy Ticket Office. For
more information, call 800666-USAF (8723), 719-4721895 or go online at www.
GoAirForceFalcons.com.

Falcons at home
Football
South Carolina St., Saturday,
Noon., Falcon Stadium
Women’s Soccer
Northern Colorado, Wednesday,
7 p.m., Cadet Soccer Stadium

Scoreboard
INTERCOLLEGIATE
Volleyball
Aug. 24 and 25 at AFA
Air Force Invitational
Falcons 30-30-30
Chicago St. 27-19-23
Portland St. 30-30-30
Falcons 24-16-20
Falcons 30-30-30
Bucknell 28-28-26
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Players honor AF units on game days
By Athletic Communications

The Air Force football team will
honor several different units throughout
the Air Force by wearing their official
patches on its uniforms in 2007. The
team will honor 10 of the Heritage Wings
and Groups by wearing patches on their
home uniforms, and six Air and Space
Expeditionary Wings by wearing patches
on their away uniforms.
The Heritage Wings and Groups date
back to the foundations of the Air Force,
beginning on Aug. 1, 1907, when the
U.S. Army Signal Corps established a
small Aeronautical Division to “take
charge of all matters pertaining to military ballooning, air machines and all
kindred subjects.”
The 10 patches represent active duty
units that have colorful and distinguished
histories. These “heritage units” not only
represent the legacy of the Air Force
past, but also the promise of its future.
Each Air Force mission and capability is
represented with this cross-section of
units.
The Air and Space Expeditionary
Force concept is the Air Force’s vision
for the 21st century to organize, train,
equip and deploy forces for contingency
operations while remaining ready to meet
national crises.
AEF also helps create a mindset and
culture that embraces the unique charac-

 

teristics of air and space power - range,
speed, flexibility and precision.
A typical AEF consists of a full spectrum of air and space capabilities and is
balanced, flexible and sustainable. It is
also tailored to meet combatant
commander requirements. Military
personnel that are deployed become a part
of one of these six wings.
The Heritage Wings and Groups to
be honored this season are:
8th Fighter Wing at Kunsan Air Base,
Republic of Korea;
31st Fighter Wing at Aviano AB,
Italy;
3rd Wing at Elmendorf Air Force
Base, Alaska;
14th Flying Training Wing at
Columbus AFB, Miss.;
2nd Bomb Wing at Barksdale AFB,
La.;
19th Air Refueling Group at Robins
AFB, Ga.;
9th Reconnaissance Wing at Beale
AFB, Calif.;
341st Space Wing at Malmstrom
Photo by John Van Winkle
AFB, Mont.;
Falcon freshman tailback Savier Stephens, sporting one of the Heritage
1st Special Operations Wing at Wing patches on his shoulder pad, looks for daylight during Saturday’s Air
Force intra-squad scrimmage at Falcon Stadium.
Hurlburt Field, Fla.; and
315th Airlift Wing at Charleston
455th Air Expeditionary Wing at Balad Air Base, Iraq;.
AFB, S.C.
Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan;
376th Air Expeditionary Wing at
The Air and Space Expeditionary
379th Air Expeditionary Wing, loca- Manas International Airport, Bishkek,
Force wings to be honored this season are: tion is not releasable due to host-nation Kyrgyz Republic; and
380th Air Expeditionary Wing in the sensitivities;
386th Air Expeditionary Wing in
Southwest Asia Area of Responsibility;
332nd Air Expeditionary Wing at Southeast Asia.
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Just Call Me Dr “H”!!

Dayle Hartgerink
DDS, MS (Dr. “H”)
Dr. “H”, Retired USAF,
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I Understand The
Unique Challenges That
Military Families Face!

7560 Rangewood #200 – near Woodmen
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In Colorado Power
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over 70,000 active, retired and DoD
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Call now for rates and info
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center. The walk is open to the public and
is free, but pre-registration is required.
Various performers will help remember
Sept. 11, veterans, civil servants, military
members and our freedoms.
For more information or to register,
visit www.bhoc.us or call (303) 290-7412.

Deployment open house
The Airman & Family Readiness
Flight is hosting an informal Deployment
Open House Sept. 5 from 6-8 p.m. for
those deploying during Air Expeditionary
Force rotations 9/10 and their families.
The goal is to have an inviting, warm,
relaxing atmosphere while still offering
access to the base support agencies. In
addition, families can get acquainted
with the A&FRF location and available
programs. The dress for attendees will
be civilian casual. Food and refreshments will be provided.

Freedom Walk on tap
A Freedom Walk is set for Sept. 8 at
10 a.m. at Fort Carson’s recreation events

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Weekday
Mon., Tues., Thurs. - 6:45 a.m.
Wednesday
Catholic Adoration - 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Mass - 6 p.m.

Protestant Services:
Sunday
Traditional - 9:00 a.m.
Hill Fellowship - 11:00 a.m.
Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 p.m.
Buddhist Worship
Wed. - 6:30 p.m. - All Faiths Room
Muslim Prayer
Fridays - Noon - Muslim Prayer Room,
Chapel Basement

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Reconciliation - 4 p.m.
Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
(Sept. - May)

Tuesday-Friday
Mass - 11:30 a.m.

Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11:15 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.
(Sept. - May)

Wednesday
Liturgical - 5:30 p.m.

Military Academy Pagan Society
Third Thursday - 5 p.m.
(For more info, call TSgt. Longcrier at 333-6178.)

For more information, call 333-3300.
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Rising 6 to race
The Academy’s Rising 6 organization
is creating an Academy team to participate in the 2007 Komen Colorado Springs
Race for the Cure 5k run, walk and family
walk Sept. 9 at 5:30 a.m. at Garden of the
Gods Park entrance on 30th Street. Those
interested can register online at
www.komencs.org. Once online, click
on “Join an existing team.” Search for
Team USAFA. Nida Dotson will be the
team captain.
For more information, e-mail Staff
Sgts. Leonida Dotson at leonida.
dotson@usafa.af.mil or Julie Waltz at
Julie.waltz@usafa.af.mil.

Virtual assistant workshop
on tap
The spread of the Internet and the
growth of “virtual” business have
combined to create a new career choice
for the “nomadic” military spouse. Join
the Airman and Family Readiness Flight
for a seminar Sept. 12-13 to operate from
any location with internet access to
become a Military Spouse Virtual
Assistant. Call Jeannie Lopez at 3333444 for more information or to register.
Pre-registration is required.

Lighter side of cooking demo
The Academy Health and Wellness

Center is presenting a “Lighter Side of
Cooking” demo featuring appetizers. The
demo is Sept. 27 from 5-6:30 p.m. in the
HAWC at 8137 Park Dr.
Learn how to prepare healthy dishes
and receive free recipe cards for the items
presented and a healthy heart cookbook.
Call 333-3733 for more information and
to reserve a seat. Class size limited to 15.

Prep School needs sponsors

Fitness run scheduled

Attic volunteers sought

The Academy Health and Wellness
Center will conduct a fitness run, weather
permitting, Sept. 25 with a meeting time
of 3:45 p.m. and a 4 p.m. start time at the
Falcon Stadium track/road. HAWC staff
will provide times and post run drinks and
refreshments. Prizes will be presented
to the first two males and females to
finish.

Volunteers are needed to keep the
Academy Airman’s Attic open. It helps
junior ranking Airmen with free clothing,
furniture, appliances and more. Paid
childcare is available for volunteers.
The attic is open Tuesdays and
Thursdays from noon to 4 p.m. To volunteer, call Cassie Nordin at 472-7923 and
leave a message.

Stars & bars dining-in set

Jacks Valley off limits

The Rocky Mountain Company
Grade Officer’s Council will host a joint
stars and bars dining-in Sept. 8 at 6 p.m.
at the Antler Hilton in downtown Colorado
Springs. Cost is $40 for CGOs and $50
for general officers.
Anyone wanting to help plan the
event can contact 1st Lt. Ashley Pyles at
554-2303 or 2nd Lt. Jane McDonald at
jane.mcdonald@schriever.af.mil.

The Academy’s firing range is located
in Jacks Valley and is off limits unless
attending training with 10th Security
Forces Squadron combat arms, or on
official business. Due to safety concerns,
the area is posted “For Official Business
Only”, and security forces personnel will
detain anyone found in the area without
permission. Observe all warning signs.
Those needing access to this area or additional information can call 333-4449 or
333-2000.

Evening of financial success

The Academy Preparatory School
needs sponsors for cadet candidates for
the 2007-2008 academic year. Sponsors
must be E-7 and above, O-3 and above,
a Department of Defense employee or
contractor. To apply or for more information, call Mrs. Cleo Griffith at 333-2583
or e-mail cleo.griffith@ usafa.af.mil.

The Academy Airman & Family
Readiness Flight sponsors a seminar Sept.
6 with a personal financial management
program counselor to gain insight into the
many facets of the financial arena. For
more information or to register, call 3333444.

Rockies offer military
appreciation
The Colorado Rockies offer the
Qwest Military Appreciation Day at Coors
Field Sept. 30. Game time for the final
home game of the regular season at Coors
Field is 1:05 p.m. The Rockies will play
the Arizona Diamondbacks and pre-game
activities include a parade, fly over,
national anthem, color guard and ceremonial first pitch performed by uniformed
military members and veterans.
Commemorative dog tags will be handed
out to the first 5,000 fans. Uniformed military members and veterans will be offered
complimentary tickets and have the opportunity to participate in a pre-game parade.
Additional tickets are available for family
and friends for only $8 each.
To order tickets, call Tim Kelsch at
(303) 312-2426. Orders can be faxed to
(303) 312-2219 or e-mailed to
kelscht@coloradorockies.com.

Colorado State Fair open
The annual Colorado State Fair
continues through Monday. Each year
the fair boasts many popular rides, livestock attractions, arts and crafts competition, rodeos, thrill shows, live concerts
and much more. Some featured acts are
Ted Nugent, The Doobie Brothers, Clay
Walker, Josh Turner, Peter Frampton,
Weird Al Yankovik and others.
For more information, check out:
www.coloradostatefair.com
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A Unique Fund Raising Opportunity for the

FORGOTTEN HEROES CAMPAIGN
*GNR+FGPVKH[&GUGTXKPI8GVGTCPU9JQ*CXG0QV4GEGKXGF4GEQIPKVKQPHQT6JGKT5GTXKEG

www.TheForgottenHeroesCampaign.org

Our First Edition, 100% American-Made-and-Produced Holiday Ornament beneﬁting the Forgotten Heroes Campaign is now
available for purchase. This limited quantity, special item beneﬁts veterans whose service to the country has gone unrecognized. The Forgotten Heroes Campaign provides public ceremonies for the presentation of earned but never received awards,
citations and ribbons. Help us recognize these outstanding American Heroes by purchasing this outstanding ornament.
For $20.00 and a nominal S/H charge, you will receive our custom ornament with logos of the 5 service branches.
All proceeds go towards the ongoing efforts of the Forgotten Heroes Campaign (501) c(3) and may be tax deductible.

Order today and receive your ornament(s) in 6 to 8 weeks. Make your check or money order to:
Forgotten Heroes Campaign TX and remit to: 11500 Northwest Freeway, Suite 600 Houston, Texas 77092
ORDER 2 AND SAVE ALL SECOND S/H FEES.
Name:
Street Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

Email:
Phone:
Quantity:

x $20.00 =

Subtotal: $
Shipping & Handling: $4.95 (one-time fee, up to 2 boxed ornaments)
TOTAL Remitted: $

POST COMMANDERS: CALL TOM BOCK (PNC) FHC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT 303-366-5201
FOR QUANTITY DISCOUNT PRICING FOR USE AS YOUR LOCAL FUND RAISER. Source Code: CSBJP

