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Blood drive
has new
online option
By Academy Spirit staff

Do you have what it takes to
save three lives without breaking a
sweat?
Your donation can save a service
member injured in combat.
The next Armed Services Blood
Program Drive is scheduled in
Arnold Hall, Sept. 18-20, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.
All types are needed, especially
Type O-Negative and Type AB blood.
The ASBP is the only agency
that collects blood for the military.
Blood donated during this drive will
go directly to wounded troops in
Iraq and Afghanistan.
Donating has never been easier.
The ASBP blood donation
appointments can now be scheduled
on the web. Visit www.military
blood.dod.mil and click the blood
drop button to access online appointment scheduling.
Donors can search for an
appointment in one of three ways:
1. Search by Sponsor Code - if
you donate with a unit or group or
at a particular location, you can use
the sponsor code for that unit/
group/location to find those specific
drives.
2. Search by ZIP code - find any
ASBP blood drive near your zip
code.
3. Search by city, state - find any
ASBP blood drive near your city.
The online system places the
appointment on the schedule,
forwards a confirmation notice and
sends a reminder before the appointment.
“Appointments are offered from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., for civilians, family
members and those who would prefer
to have an appointment instead of
being a walk in,” said Academy
spokesperson John Van Winkle.
For more information visit
www.militaryblood.dod.mil.
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Humanitarian healthcare
Master Sgt. Dennis Fulmer, 10th Medical Operations Squadron, NCOIC of occupational therapy (middle) and the
physical therapist division officer, U.S. Navy Lt. Gwendolyn Smith (right) make an airplane splint in the operating room aboard USNS Comfort. The Comfort is on a four-month humanitarian deployment to Latin America and
the Caribbean providing health care in a dozen countries.

Commandant’s building
at Lowry dedicated
Early Academy asset
designated a
historic landmark
By Steven A. Simon, USAFA ‘77
Graduate/Donor Liaison

“Expect Great Things.”
A half-century before a national department store chose those words for an advertising campaign, they were uttered by
then-Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Nathan
Twining. He spoke at the Air Force
Academy’s temporary Lowry Air Force

Base site in Denver on July 11, 1955, where
306 young men took the oath as members
of the Academy’s first class, the Class of
’59. Walter Cronkite broadcast live from
the fledgling Academy site. Aircraft filled
the sky in an aerial tribute to the nation’s
newest service academy. General Twining
prophetically warned that, “Everybody
will be looking over your shoulder, and they
will be critical, for they have a right to
expect great things.”
Dignitaries again assembled at Lowry
Tuesday to honor the Air Force Academy.
Though the Academy had long ago moved
south to its permanent location in Colorado

Photo by Johnny Whitaker

Springs and Lowry AFB has been closed,
for one brief period, General Twining’s
words, Walter Cronkite’s distinctive voice,
and the sound of aircraft hung in the air.
In fact, fighters from nearby Buckley
AFB unwittingly provided some
comforting jet fighter audio as the ceremony began. The presence of the Cadet
Honor Guard and the six-piece stellar
brass of the Academy Band added pomp
and solemnity to the scene.
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The Power of Choice
By Chief Master Sgt. Arvin Davis

When you think of the date
9/11, what comes to mind?

“Tall buildings collapsing
and the families of those
who died.We wish we
could have done more and
avoided it.”

Tech. Sgt. Jasmin Blackburn
Cadet Wing Information Manager

“It makes me glad to be
here contributing to my
country. It makes me
proud to be one of those
who serve.”

Cadet 3 Class Adrian Haywas
Cadet Squadron 28

USAFA Command Chief

Every day of our lives we all
have the power of choice. It’s one
of those freedoms we all enjoy,
many times without much
thought, and an automatic reaction
to other outside events. We choose
what to eat, when to exercise, to
wake up or go to sleep. We choose
what we watch on television or the
music we listen to and, most of the time, what we
wear—simple, yes. Most notably, we all chose to
serve our country’s Armed Forces, either in an
officer, enlisted or civilian capacity—many to see
the world, some to be a part of something bigger
than themselves, others for family security, a
world-class education here at the Academy or for
patriotism. It’s a call to service and personal sacrifice that very few have experienced and a choice
we should be justifiably proud of. It’s that sacrifice
that defines us as a disciplined military service.
Still, with that service is an around-the-clock
obligation to sacrifice, at times, individuality and
some of our powers of choice for what’s best for the
team.
We’ll always value honor, integrity and excellence through focused messages on responsible
drinking, providing genuine peer and leader feedback, or displaying common courtesies with each
other, whether within the cadet wing or the air base
wing; officer, enlisted, civilian or cadet ... the

meanings don’t change based on where we sit.
We’ll always highlight dress and appearance, and
customs and courtesies because they define the
character and very fabric of our professional military organization at home and abroad representing
our nation 24/7—we never get a second chance at a
positive first impression.
We’ll also underscore the value of considering
others’ dignity and self-respect regardless of sex,
race, national origin or religion. Our successes and
professionalism are characterized by our individual
discipline to conform to the most basic of rules, so
when its time to follow the critical ones, we react
instinctively without hesitation or question when no
one is watching us. Indeed, the power of choice can
take us down some interesting roads.
So, as we all approach the proverbial fork in the
road and when you’re deciding whether to turn left
or right, I’ll challenge you to remember what a
successful author, Mary Crowley, tells us of
choices, “We are free up to a point of choice, and
then the choice controls the chooser.”
Grab the reins now and carefully weigh your
choices, along with the possible consequences, the
path your life or career will take based upon future
actions. Don’t allow a moment of weakness to
define your service to your nation while at USAFA.
Don’t be in the small percentage of people who
choose to rebel against or ignore rules, regulations
or codes in the name of individuality.
You’re quickly approaching your fork in the
road, what are you going to do? Think about it now
before you get there.

Character Development
“It makes my heart go
racing. It could happen
again, and, God willing, it
won’t.”

Character Corner
What do you stand for?

Ann Richardson
Academy Financial Management

“Fighting terrorism. I’ve
deployed twice because of
it.”

Master Sgt. Juan Sagaribay
th
10 Security Forces Squadron

By Center for Character Development

Cadet Sight Picture

If you don’t stand for what’s right,
you’ll fall for what’s wrong.
In the grand scheme of life we all
know we stand for liberty and freedom for
our own citizens and our allies.
But the real test of our character is
what we do daily.
These questions may seem trivial,
but they express our true values.
Do you stand for others running into
a building when reveille or retreat is played?
Do you stand for military members
filling their cars’ tanks not wearing a hat?
Do you stand for someone disre-

specting a co-worker?
Some might say, “Those are small
things.” But, there’s an old saying, “People
don’t care how much you know, until they
know how much you care.”
People know how much you care and
what you care about by what you’re willing
to stand for.
Do a quick personal assessment. Let
those you work and live with know what
your values are — then live up to those
values daily.
Stand for what’s right, so you
won’t fall for what’s wrong.

Character Counts airs Wednesdays at 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. on KAFA radio 97.7 FM.
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Academy canines sniffing out top slots
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Three of the Academy’s canine and
handler teams will vie for prizes during
the Rocky Mountain K-9 Trials today and
Saturday.
The Academy is hosting the event,
which includes a total of 20 teams from
the Colorado Springs airport canine
unit, Department of Homeland Security,
Alliance Canine, Colorado Department
of Corrections, Florence Police
Department, Crowley prison, Peterson
Air Force Base and Fort Carson.
“It’s for the camaraderie,” said Chris
Jakubin, Academy kennel master. “We’re
getting together for some friendly
competition and perform public demonstrations of our dogs’ capabilities.”
Events will include off-leash obedience/agility, off-leash area search, onehalf
mile
run
to
building
search/detection, handler protection and
detection only (bomb and drug).
The events will be at various locations on the Academy and Peterson AFB.
Fans of the Academy’s canines can
see them in action Saturday at noon on
the Preparatory School parade field
where trials will be held for the fastest
dog, hardest hitting dog and best handler
protector.
Last year, the Academy’s military
working dogs finished first in five trials,
second twice and third twice. Laika, a
Belgian malanois, proved the fastest
dog with a run at 34 miles per hour.
This year, Haus, Rocky and Aghbar

Photo by Ann Patton

Patrol dog Rocky keeps “suspect” Staff Sgt. Jonathan Geren well under control.

from the Academy’s kennels will go
nose-to-nose against the other teams.
The Academy has several dogs
attached to the 10th Security Forces
Squadron. Their breeds include the
Belgian malanois, German shepherd,
short-haired pointer and Dutch shepherd.
Detection dogs are trained to sniff
out bombs and drugs. Patrol dogs
perform narcotics and explosives detection as well as handler protection.
“It’s all a big hide-and-seek game for

them,” Staff Sgt. Clara Gavin, handler
with the 10th SFS said of the dogs’ jobs.
Dogs are rewarded with toys and
games for a job well done.
But their mission on the Academy
is hardly a game. Sergeant Gavin said
the service dogs serve as a force
enhancer, much like pepper spray and
the baton.
On the Academy, they assist handlers
by inspecting suspicious packages,
search for drugs and bombs and help
handlers deal with drunks and the capture

of people with outstanding arrest
warrants.
It is serious, and potentially
dangerous, work.
“Laika puts her life on the line for
me, and I don’t know any other person
who would do that,” Sergeant Gavin
said with pride.
Staff Sgt. Jonathan Geren deployed
with Laika. He said she often served as
a psychological deterrent to dangerous
individuals who had any real sense of
her capabilities.
“With her, there was less likelihood
someone would come after us,” he said.
The Academy’s canines also work
very hard. The dogs perform detection
sweeps before every Academy event and
perform 22 training tasks every month.
After the football game against
South Carolina State, dogs and handlers
spent three hours inspecting cars
remaining in the Falcon Stadium parking
lot.
The dogs have a large fan following
and enjoy showing off their skills and
meeting their adoring public.
“We have a softer side,” Sergeant
Gavin said. She pointed out some of
the dogs have appeared at American
Kennel Club events, Special Olympics,
schools, youth groups and at the bedside
of hospitalized children.
Are these working dogs smarter
than other dogs?
Sergeant Geren wouldn’t say for
sure.
“But they do something not all dogs
can do,” he said.
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CLES hones cadets’ leadership skills
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Cadets in leadership roles for the next semester
received a jump start on developing their leadership
skills during the Cadet Commanders’ Leadership
Enrichment Seminar August 24 – 25.
The CLES program, introduced in the 1980s, was
designed and conducted by the Department of
Behavioral Science and Leadership and sponsored
by the Association of Graduates. Cadet participants
included leaders from squadrons, group and wing
commanders and intercollegiate team captains.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity for us to contribute
to the quality of our future leaders,” said Maj. Brett
Gooden, behavioral and leadership instructor.
Cadets covered such topics as communication, peer
leadership and visionary leadership. They also received
anonymous evaluations from peers, superiors and
subordinates.
The cadet leaders prepared for the seminar by
setting a vision for their command for the coming
semester.
“We want them to develop their vision,’ Major
Gooden said. “It needs to be specific, attainable and
reasonable.”
The seminar and discussions focused on positive
leadership.

“They need to arrive at an understanding that
power alone is not to get people to follow by simply
giving orders but by using the talents and skills of
others,” he said.
Major Gooden stressed all cadets have the capacity
to become strong leaders.
“Everyone has the ability to develop leadership
skills and be effective.”
He also stressed excellent leaders come from all
Air Force commissioning sources, but the Academy
provides a unique environment for leadership training.
“They are more challenged and challenged more
often,” he said of cadets.
They also face an uncertain future in terms of leadership.
“What was predictable has become unpredictable,”
Major Gooden said. “All we can do is best prepare
them for what they may face.”
Leadership development is a blend of education,
training, experiene and reflection, said Col. Gary
Packard, department chairman.
“We best prepare students or their future roles as
military leaders by creating integrated curriculum, then
connecting the many layers of leadership education
and development,” he said. “This is an on-going
process that we continue to refine at the Academy.”
Colonel Packard is not certain 9/11 has changed
how the Academy develops leaders as much as the mili-
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tary’s increasingly important role in counter-insurgency
operations in support of the Global War on Terror.
“Current theory focuses our efforts toward understanding culture and working within that culture to
win the hearts and minds of the people,” he said.
“This process of cultural understanding and
building strong relationships parallels current theory
on transformational leadership. I see the changes in
world events and the advances in leadership theory
as being complimentary, and these parallels drive
how we develop Air Force leaders.”
Colonel Packard said the most valuable trait of a
good leader “depends on who you talk to.”
He believes the ability to be authentic is critical.
“Other crucial characteristics include high moral
character, genuine care and concern for people you
work with and an attitude of serving your people and
your organization.”
Developing leadership skills in cadets will remain
a primary goal, Major Gooden said.
“Whether in class, athletics or other activities, it
is at the core of what we do to prepare these cadets.
It is the glue that holds it together.”
The Academy’s leadership placed second in quality
leadership training by the Military and Government
Leadership Development Institute, above rankings
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Naval
Academy and West Point.

The Action Line is a direct link to USAFA's senior leadership. It
should be used when other avenues have failed. Concerns should be
addressed at the lowest possible level in the chain of command and
elevated as necessary. If satisfactory results have not been attained by
addressing the chain of command, call the Action Line at 333-3900
or fax 333-4094 or mail to:
Directorate of Public Affairs/ACTION LINE
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3100
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016
Items may also be e-mailed to action.line@usafa.af.mil.
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Dedication
From Page 1
The ceremony was to commemorate
Lowry Building 880, which served as the
Commandant of Cadet’s office from 19541958. After years of effort by Aurora and
Academy authorities, and class of 1959
representatives, the building was officially added to the nation’s National
Register of Historic Places. “NRHP is
the nation’s official list of cultural
resources worthy of preservation,” said

Carl Loescher, co-chair of the Aurora
Historic Preservation Commission. “It is
part of a national program to coordinate
and support public and private efforts to
identify, evaluate and protect our historic
and archeological resources.”
Built in 1942, Lowry Building 880
served as an administration and supply
building for the training schools during
World War II. Colorado Springs was
chosen in June 1954 as the permanent site
of the Academy, but that home would not

Photo by Johnny Whitaker

Cadet 1st Class Tausha Beins, Cadet Squadron 31 and Cadet Honor Guard
member, participates in the posting of the colors at the Lowry building dedication in Denver Tuesday. (Left to right, background) Edward Tauer, Aurora
Mayor; Maj. Gen. H. Michael Edwards, adjutant general and executive director of the Colorado Department of Military and Veteran Affairs; Brig. Gen.
Susan Desjardins, Commandant of Cadets; Maj. Gen. (ret) Harold Todd,
Class of 59 representative; Carl Loescher, Co-chair, Aurora Historic
Preservation Commission and Georgianna Contiguglia, State Historic
Preservation Officer, also participated in the ceremony.

be available for several years, and the
Academy was due to open in just over a
year. Lt. Gen. Hubert Harmon, before
officially becoming the Academy’s first
superintendent, evaluated several Denver
locations and chose Lowry AFB as the
interim site.
Building 880 became a key part of that
site, where the military piece of the new
Academy was formulated. The commandant and most of his staff worked there.
For that reason, it was not particularly
popular with cadets. Speaking at the
ceremony, retired Maj. Gen. Pete Todd,
Class of ’59, said, “As cadets, we never
wanted to come here.”
General Todd had the most poignant
comment in tribute to the importance of
the training conceived and developed in
Building 880. He said the essence of
USAFA was in the commandant’s operation. Unlike in most businesses, he said,
“Our mistakes come home in body bags.”
Brig. Gen. Susan Desjardins, current
commandant of cadets, spoke of the fitting
nature of using World War II buildings for
the Academy’s early years, as that war
“played such an important role in the
early days of the Air Force Academy.”
General Desjardins, the 23rd
Commandant, also evoked the memory
of the first commandant, Brig. Gen. Robert
Stillman, who worked in Building 880.
She said while the times have changed,
many things have not. The Academy’s
mission has remained the same. She and

General Stillman saw the same qualities
in the cadets: they are dedicated, motivated,
and have strong character — and they
still don’t want to go to the commandant’s office.
The Commandant’s Building at
Lowry has continued to serve the community in a number of ways since the
Academy departed. It housed administrative offices until 1983, when it became a
museum, the Wings Over the Rockies
Heritage Center. When Lowry AFB closed,
the City of Aurora acquired Building 880.
Aurora Mayor Edward Tauer spoke
of the difficulty in celebrating an important building when its mission has
changed. He used the term “adaptive
reuse” to describe the process of
converting old resources to new uses.
Building 880 is a prime example of this
concept. The city designated it as an
Aurora Historic Landmark and set about
renovating it. In 2001, the building was
re-dedicated as an intergenerational
community center with senior and preschool programs, a role it fills today.
A small brass plaque affixed to the
side of the building will always remind
people of its key role in the formative years
of the Air Force Academy. With its place
in history now secured, Lowry Building
880, the Commandant of Cadets Building,
will forever be celebrated as the place
where people first learned of the Air Force
Academy and knew to “expect great
things.”
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‘300’ Airmen provide world-class base defense
by Capt. Teresa Sullivan
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) —
Airmen of the 64th Air Expeditionary
Group’s “300” provide world-class base
defense, displaying a Spartan warrior
spirit at a remotely located base assigned
to the 379th Air Expeditionary Wing in
Southwest Asia.
The group is made up of about 300
security forces, support Airmen and civilians. Their mission is to stand guard all
day, every day, providing integrated
defense, emergency response and combat
support for the base, which houses military and host-nation tenant agencies.
Most days the Airmen are fighting the war
on terrorism in temperatures of more
than 100 degrees.
This tight-knit pack of Airmen,
known as the “300,” recently adopted
their mantra from the movie of the same
name due to the strong team-forging
tenants displayed in the film.
The Airmen are similar to the
Spartans of Ancient Greece and its ultimate fighters who fought a vast Persian
army in 480 B.C, said Col. Keith
Moncrief, the 64th Air Expeditionary
Group commander.
“This is the most energized group of
Airmen on the planet and I’m glad to be
here. My two squadron commanders are
Airmen of extremely strong character

Photo by Staff Sgt. Evangeline Guidry

Security forces Airmen with the 64th Air Expeditionary Group demonstrate
how to infiltrate a house in an urban environment Aug. 20 at a foward
deployed location in Southwest Aisa.

and are relentless in their pursuit of excellence,” the colonel said. “This group
embodies the ‘small team’ leadership of
the technical sergeants and below. The 300
Spartans of the 64th AEG wouldn’t have
rocked air and space expeditionary force
7 and 8 without that.”

“The Spartan unity, fit-to-fight
mandate, warrior spirit and ability to
face danger embody our team here at
the 64th AEG,” said 1st Lt. Steven Payne,
the 64th AEG executive officer. “The
concept is a good fit for us because we
have about 300 Airmen who will do what

it takes to defend our terrain in our narrow
little spot in the world.”
During a recent visit by Brig. Gen.
Charles W. Lyon, the 379th Air
Expeditionary Wing commander, the
64th AEG demonstrated their capabilities during a base defense exercise.
The exercise began on queue when
the Base Defense Operations Center was
notified of a possible situation.
Immediately, the group’s security forces
and quick reaction force responded to a
mock perpetrator strapped with explosives
who crossed the wire and hid inside a
building. The QRF team, comparable to
a SWAT team, responded by breaching
the building with force and determined
explosive ordnance disposal assistance
was necessary. EOD Airmen wheeled in
an EOD robot to safely disarm the perpetrator. Within minutes, they apprehended
the suspect and the situation was neutralized efficiently and effectively.
“You’re about strength.You’re about
deterrence. You’re one of the hardest
targets in the theater and you do it with
professionalism and vigilance,” General
Lyon told the base defenders. “Every
base would love to have you guarding it.
You represent the most professional force
with the highest of standards.”
Because you can put your head down
at night without fear or danger means
you’ve done your job, said General Lyon
to the Airmen of the group.
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Air Force’s ‘Knowledge Now’ streamlines flow of information
Communities of Practice, or COPs. This
capability has proven to be one of the
system’s more popular features, Mr.
SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — The
Adkins said.
Air Force now has a “virtual commuThese “communities” serve as a
nity” where individuals can go anytime
resource for Airmen who need informato share information with their peers
tion to accomplish a mission. One
anywhere in the world.
example, said Mr. Adkins, was in 2003
Called “Knowledge Now,” this
when a junior Airman was deployed to
community is a collaborative Web system
Baghdad and told to set up an armory. The
that is accessible through the Air Force
Airman had never performed this task
Portal and is designed to allow Airmen of
and was unsure how to accomplish it. So,
he logged into Knowledge Now, went
into the security forces COP and sent
out a request for help. He received an
answer from a senior master sergeant in
the United States who detailed exactly how
to set up an armory and provided instruction manuals. The Airman’s armory was
up and running in no time.
“This system can be used to help
someone with just about any problem or
information request imaginable,” Mr.
Adkins said.
With nearly 200,000 users and more
than 9,000 COPs, the list of subjects
covered in Knowledge Now includes
everything from space tactics to special
weapons to system management to B-2
Spirit radar modification, Mr. Adkins said.
Photo by Staff Sgt. Steve Grever
Because the system is more secure
Mr. Terry Anderson, Academy Financial Management Policy, updates the
than a military e-mail account, users can
Financial Management Community of Practice web page Wednesday. The
USAFA FM division recently won an Air Force quarterly award for their even use Knowledge Now to send operations manuals, training guides and
COP page.
By Staff Sgt. Matthew Bates
Air Force News Agency

all ranks, specialties and skill levels to
communicate with each other on a variety
of topics.
“The objective is to create an environment of people from across the Air
Force where they can collaborate and
share their expertise on a variety of
subjects,” said Randy Adkins, director
of the Air Force Center of Excellence for
Knowledge Management.
These subjects are divided into databases and joint work spaces called

enlisted performance reports to all corners
of the globe. There is even a secure version
of the system available to units and users
who use Secure Internet Protocol Router,
or SIPR, to communicate.
Initially created in 2002, Knowledge
Now is continually growing and evolving.
The system is seeing approximately 8,000
new users and dozens of new communities being started every month.
And it’s not just for Air Force people.
The system is open to active-duty, Guard
and Reserve people from the Army, Navy
and Marine Corps as well.
So, growth is exactly what the
system’s developers want to see.
“Ideally, we’d like to see everybody
in the Air Force and the military as a
whole using this system,” said Bill Miles,
Air Force Knowledge Now program
manager.
This program is also in line with the
chief of staff’s directives regarding information sharing and knowledge enhancement within the Air Force.
“We have all heard the phrase
“Flexibility is the key to airpower,” said
Gen. T. Michael Moseley. “I would like
to add that knowledge-enabled Airmen are
the key to flexibility.”
Knowledge Now can be found at
https://afkm.wpafb.af.mil/ASPs/CoP/Entry
.asp?Filter=OO or via the Air Force Portal
so users can access the system from home.
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Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta Dental, Tri Care Dental, United Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeﬀ Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients
9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123

Active duty military personnel and their families receive
$2 admission during Military Appreciation Weekend,
September 15 and 16.
Please join us for our special Military Appreciation Weekend – two
fun-filled days of stars, stripes and sunscreen. It’s our way of saying
thanks to our military personnel for your continued service to our
great country. All active duty military personnel and their families
get in for just $2 a person. Because at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo,
we want you…to have a good time.
I-25 to exit 138 west, follow the signs
Sponsors:

g

cmzoo.org

g

719-633-9925
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History comes alive on
Terrazzo’s Spirit Hill
By Lt. Col. John Abbatiello
Department of History

Photo by Lt. Col. John Abbatiello

Dr. Bob Wettemann, a visiting professor with the
Department of History from McMurray University
in Abilene, Texas, and wearing the uniform of a
continental regular, steps his cadets through the
phases of the Battle of Cowpens.

History 202 cadets stomped across Spirit Hill for
a rather unusual reason Aug. 22.
There was no formal parade to hone marching
skills, nor was there a “spirit mission” to boost morale.
Instead, cadets enrolled in Introduction to Military
History used Spirit Hill to simulate the Battle of
Cowpens, a crucial American victory during the
Revolutionary War.
After spending the first half of the class period
discussing Revolutionary War campaigns, leaders and
strategies in the southern colonies, Dr. Bob Wettemann,
this year’s visiting professor in the Department of
History, marched his cadets out to the Terrazzo for this
tactical exercise.
The desired learning goals were clear; Dr.
Wettemann wanted his cadets to understand how
Revolutionary leader Daniel Morgan employed superior tactics on key terrain features to win the Battle
of Cowpens, South Carolina, in January 1781.
“Morgan commanded a mixed force of welltrained Continental regulars supplemented by raw
militiamen from the southern colonies,” said Dr.
Wettemann from McMurry University in Abilene,
Texas.
At Cowpens, Morgan put his militia troops and
riflemen in the front line, downhill from his main
position, to slow the British advance. Militiamen of
the time were known to be unsteady in battle, often
running away in the face of the enemy. Knowing this,

Now in Colorado Springs!

Morgan made a deal with his militiamen; as soon as
they fired two volleys, they would be permitted to
retreat to the rear. When the British advanced, the
militia fired and then retreated as planned, encouraging
the Redcoats to continue. As soon as the somewhat
disorganized British troops crested the hill, they
marched straight into a line of Continentals, whose
steady musketry defeated the British force.
“I couldn’t pass up this opportunity to use Spirit
Hill as a simulated battlefield for my students,” Dr.
Wettemann said.
Cadets assumed the positions of various units in
both armies, and the instructor stepped them through
each phase of the battle. By the end of the lesson, cadets
had a thorough understanding of the battlefield’s
topography and the tactics of the combatants.
Maj. Meg Martin, also a History 202 instructor
and a C-17 pilot, added, “We don’t teach battles just
to give cadets something to memorize; instead, we use
battles to illustrate important concepts. Today we
created a learning experience that helps our cadets
understand how Cowpens was not only a turning point
in the American Revolution, but also an early example
of how regulars and citizen-soldiers can work together
to achieve success.”
Cowpens was perhaps the first successful use of
the “Total Force” concept in American military history.
The battle began a steady decline in British military effectiveness in the southern colonies, which
culminated in the British defeat at Yorktown in October
1781 and a final peace settlement granting independence in September 1783.

CONVENIENT APPOINTMENTS! NO LONG WAIT!

Exclusive 10% Military Discount
Active Duty • Reservists • Retirees • Dependents

• Audio Visual
• GSA
• Specializing in Secured Facilities
We are here to meet all of your needs with the
Install, Design, Programming and Consulting for
• Video Conferencing
• Conference Rooms
• Command Centers
• Control Rooms
• Security Monitoring
• Presentation Equipment
• Crestron Control Systems

CONTACT US TODAY!
Steve Hatch / Special Projects
719-630-1220
Fax 719-213-2846

FREE LASIK 0% Financing
No money down. Not a penny of interest for 18 months.
Affordable monthly payments as low as $47.94. And
it’s a cinch to qualify.

Unmatched Experience
LasikPlus is America’s #1 provider of laser vision
correction, with more than 800,000 procedures
performed since 1991.

Trust your eyes to doctors
who specialize in LASIK.
Dr. James Lee, Board-Certiﬁed
Ophthalmologist. With thousands
of procedures, Dr. Lee ranks
among Colorado
Springs’ most
experienced
LASIK Specialists.

FREE LASIK Vision Exam
Compare that to some clinics that charge you as much
as $100 or more for the exam. And unlike military
clinics, there’s no lengthy waiting period at LasikPlus.
There’s never been a better time to have laser vision
correction at LasikPlus. LASIK is all we do, so you can expect
to regain your natural vision with the best results possible –
all at the best value.
Everything about your LasikPlus experience is 100% customized
– we match your prescription to the precise LASIK technology,
including Custom Wavefront. No wonder so many of our
patients say they’d recommend us to family and friends.

Call now for your
FREE LASIK Vision
Exam and 10%
military discount!
©2007 LCA-Vision Inc. Offer is subject to credit approval. No finance
charges will be assessed if the amount in full is paid by the due date.
A minimum monthly payment of 3% of the balance is required. Other
financing options are available. Call for details. #1 Provider based on Q4,
2006 Procedure Volume provided by MarketScope, LLC and 10-Q reports as filed with the U.S. SEC for Q4 of 2006.

ACT BY OCTOBER 31, 2007

1-866-784-EYES
(3937)

Our Appointment Desk is open 7 days a week!

COLORADO SPRINGS • 8115 State Highway 83
At the corner of N. Academy Blvd. and Hwy 83
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Airmen invited to
‘Do Something
Amazing’
By Maj. Sean McKenna
Air Force Recruiting Service Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE,
Texas — As part of the “Do Something
Amazing” national advertising campaign,
Air Force officials are offering Airmen
the opportunity to submit videos showing
Air Force members in action, and the
best videos will be posted to the official
Web site — www.dosomethingamazing.
com.
To submit a video for consideration,
Airmen simply have to click on the Web
site www.dosomethingamazing.com/
airmen, register, then upload the video.
“In the spirit of the ad campaign, we
want to give everyone across the Air
Force the chance to show off their skills
to the public,” said Master Sgt. Deshan
Woods, the Air Force Recruiting
Service’s interactive account executive.
“This effort falls right in line with
amazing videos we see every day across
the Internet.”
The next round of “Do Something
Amazing” videos are slated for public
release this fall and the best videos

submitted will be featured as part of the
campaign. Air Force Recruiting Service
members and its advertising agency will
work with individuals and their respective public affairs offices to ensure the
highest quality product is posted.
Some things to keep in mind as
videos are being made:

Do

✈ Send your amazing footage/
stories.
✈ Show what you do and tell why
it’s amazing.
✈ Tell your name, rank and job.
✈ Hold on to all your footage just
in case more is needed.
✈ Review the submission guidelines
on the web site.
✈ Find out who your base public
affairs officer is before registering.

Don t

✈ Send videos with a soundtrack or
background music (though suggestions
are welcome).
✈ Send videos of non-Air Force
activities.
✈ Send videos that violate Air Force

Air Force Graphic

code of ethics standards.

Submission guidelines

✈ Quantity: There is no limit to the
number of videos you can upload.
✈ File Size: Videos should be no
larger than 40mb.
✈ Dimensions: The minimum video
dimensions acceptable are 640 x 480.
✈ Format: Acceptable video formats
are QuickTime, MPEG1, MPEG4,
Windows Media and AVI.

Preferred specifications

✈ Windows Media Video 9. Total bit
rate of 700 kbps at 480 x 360.

“I’m a military
spouse earning
extra income
preparing taxes.
That makes
me people.”

✈ QuickTime (MPEG4 h.264
codec). Total bit rate of 700 kbps at 480
x 360.

Copyright infringement
Avoid filming anything that could be
construed as copyright infringement.
This includes, but is not limited to:
✈ Background music.
✈ Visible logos.
✈ Endorsing a product.
✈ Using any video footage that does
not belong to you.
For more information, visit www.
dosomethingamazing.com.

MILITARY SPOUSES:
Full scholarships
available for the
H&R Block Income Tax
Course at no charge!*
Learn to prepare taxes and
upon successful completion of
the course, some may have the
opportunity to interview for
employment with H&R Block.
As a tax professional, you can
work almost anywhere in our
nationwide network of ofﬁces
so it’s possible to continue
your career almost anywhere
your spouse is assigned.
Course times and locations
are convenient to ﬁt into
your schedule!
Call 1-800-HRBLOCK.
Give operator promotional
code: 67780
Offer good through 12/31/07

*Enrollment restrictions apply — see
enrollment form for details. Full scholarship
offer applies only to active duty and reserve
component military spouses. Enrollment in,
or completion of, the H&R Block Income
Tax Course is neither an offer nor a guarantee
of employment. © 2007 H&R Block Tax
Services, Inc.
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Featuring
Accepting New Patients
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Friendly & Helpful Staff

Dayle Hartgerink
DDS, MS (Dr. “H”)
Dr. “H”, Retired USAF,
%RDUG&HUWL¿HG2UWKRGRQWLVW

25% OFF
RECORDS FEE

I Understand The
Unique Challenges That
Military Families Face!

With This Ad

7560 Rangewood #200 – near Woodmen

9Wbb-'/#/++#,&&&\ehWdWffe_djc[dj

15435 Gleneagle #200 – near Baptist
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(719) 596-3113

www.RangewoodOrthodontics.com • www.DamonBraces.com
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You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Lt. Col. Pete L. Ramirez
USAFR (RET)
Trial Lawyer

• Accidents • Personal Injury
• Catastrophic Injury

Services are as follows:

Over 30 Years Experience • Retired Reserve USAF JAG

7867 W. 38th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO

Just Call Me Dr “H”!!

Military Insurance
Accepted

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting

FREE CONSULTATION

(303) 424-6500

We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
call for
ply
Sim
ry.
necessa
.
nt
me
int
an appo

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

The tools needed
to restore disaster-ravaged lives
aren’t always hammers
and nails.

NEW LINE CINEMA PRESENTS A MONTFORD/MURPHY
PRODUCTION CLIVE OWEN PAUL GIAMATTI MONICA BELLUCCI “SHOOT ’EM UP”
MUSIC
ASSOCIATE
STEPHEN MCHATTIE CASTINGBY DEIPRODUCTION
DESIGNER DENISE CRONENBERG PRODUCER JEFF KATZ
DANA
SANO MUSICBY PAULEXECUTIVE
HASLINGER COSTUME
RDRE BOWEN SUPERVISOR
DIRECTOR OF
EDITOR PETER AMUNDSON DESIGNER GARY FRUTKOFF PHOTOGRAPHY PETER PAU PRODUCERS DOUGLAS CURTIS TOBY EMMERICH CALE BOYTER
WRITTEN AND
PRODUCED
BY SUSAN MONTFORD DON MURPHY RICK BENATTAR DIRECTED BY MICHAEL DAVIS
SCORE AVAILABLE ON

PERVASIVE STRONG BLOODY VIOLENCE,
SEXUALITY AND SOME LANGUAGE

www.shootemupmovie.com

13649 SHOOT E
Ô M UP B/W MILITARY AD S TRIM 5"x7" B/W TERRY HINES; 8/20/07

TM and ©MMVII NEW LINE PRODUCTIONS, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

02

The hurt of disaster cuts much deeper
than the eye can see. That’s why a caring touch
and understanding can sometimes be the most powerful tools of all.
When lives need rebuilding, The Salvation Army knows it takes much more
than the tools that come from the hardware store...it takes the tools that come
from the heart. So please give generously. Call 1-800-SAL-ARMY,
donate on-line or send your monetary contribution to:
National Disaster Fund
The Salvation Army National Headquarters
615 Slaters Lane Alexandria, VA 22313
W W W. S A LVAT I O N A R M Y U S A . O R G • N E E D K N O W S N O S E A S O N
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High Holy Days on the horizon
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The Jewish High Holy Days of Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur mark the time in Judaism for introspection, repentance and the beginning of a fresh
new year.
Together they are called the Days of Awe.
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, begins at
sunset Wednesday and ends at sunset Sept. 14 this
year. It celebrates the anniversary of the creation of
the world, more specifically creation of humankind.
It is an occasion of solemnity, holiness and hope.
It is a very different New Year from the revelry
and merriment of Dec. 31.
“It is a time for reflection on the past year,” said
Chaplain (Capt.) Gary Davidson, Academy rabbi.
“We ask ourselves ‘Whom might I have offended,
what are my shortcomings and how can I be a better
person.’”
Communally it is also a time to take responsibility for sins and repent for past transgressions.
“We turn to our fellow men and women and
apologize for the offenses caused them,” he said.
“We learn from our mistakes and improve ourselves
the next year.”
Rosh Hashanah also encompasses the opportunity for a new beginning.
“It is solemn but it is also mixed with a sense of
hope and sweetness that our sins will be forgiven and
we will be granted a sweet new year,” Chaplain
Davidson said.
One of the most important observances of Rosh
Hashanah is the sounding of the shofar, or ram’s
horn, in the synagogue. It is blown somewhat like a
trumpet throughout the holiday and at the end to
signal the conclusion.
A popular observance during Rosh Hashanah is
eating apples dipped in honey, signifying the sweet
new year. Jews spend time in the synagogue in
prayer and at home with family and friends. The
hallah, or bread, is eaten during the holiday. It is
braided and then formed into a circle or crown,
signifying the kingship of God. Another custom is
releasing bread crumbs in a flowing body of water,
much like the washing away of sins.
Celebration of Yom Kippur, or Day of
Atonement, begins at sunset Sept. 21 and ends at
sunset Sept. 22. The holiday’s theme is seeking
forgiveness, both from God and from other people
against whom sins have been committed.
A Sabbath, Yom Kippur requires refraining from
work and eating and drinking.
“Fasting is a way of purifying the body,”
Chaplain Davidson said.

Photo by Ann Patton

Rabbi and Academy chaplain Gary Davidson demonstrates the blowing of the shofar, which marks the
beginning and end of High Holy Days.

Other restrictions include refraining from
washing and bathing, anointing one’s body with
make-up and deodorants and wearing leather shoes,
said to be a sign of luxury.
Restrictions may be waived where a threat to life
or health is involved, such as in the case of children
under 9, the elderly and women in childbirth.
It is also customary during Yom Kippur to wear
white, which symbolizes purity. Hopefully, names of
the faithful will be inscribed in God’s “Book of
Life.”
Chaplain Davidson will preach three sermons
during the Days of Awe. The first will focus on
choosing good over evil. He will demonstrate the
choices made during the Virginia Tech killings.
While the shooter chose to take lives, a professor and
Holocaust survivor chose to give up his own life to
save others.
“Life is always about choices,” he said.
The second sermon will focus on Jewish pride,
particularly Jewish contributions to the military and
the world. He will draw from his own experiences in
the Persian Gulf.
The last sermon will stress the power of positive
thinking and how Judaism encourages its followers
to see the good things in life.
“We need to see God’s goodness and the goodness around us. It can change our lives forever,”
Chaplain Davidson said. On his desk is a sign which

reads, “Attitude is everything.”
He stressed the Academy’s Jewish congregation
continues to flourish and grow. Newcomers and
guests, Jewish or not, are heartily welcomed.
“It’s a warm, friendly environment, and anyone
is welcome anytime,” he said.
“I also want to thank the Academy for its continuing support and encouragement and wish everyone
a happy and sweet new year.”
Editors note: Next week’s edition of the Academy Spirit
will feature an article on the Muslim Holy Month of
Ramadan.

High Holiday Worship Schedule
Erev (evening of) Rosh Hashanah – Wednesday, Sept. 12 Service at Jewish chapel at 7 p.m.
1st Day of Rosh Hashanah – Thursday, Sept. 13 – Morning
service at Catamount Institute for Ecological Studies from 10 a.m.
– noon. Optional outdoor lunch and hiking afterwards. Evening
service at Jewish chapel at 7 p.m.
2nd Day of Rosh Hashanah – Sept. 14 – Morning service at
Jewish chapel at 9:30 a.m. Evening service at Jewish chapel at 7
p.m.
Kol Nidre (evening service of Yom Kippur) – Sept. 21 –
Evening service at Jewish chapel at 6:30 p.m.
Yom Kippur – Sept. 22 – Morning service at Jewish chapel at
9:30 a.m.Afternoon service at 4:30 p.m.Torah study at 5:30 p.m.
and Neilah (concluding) service at 6:45 p.m.

• Sushi, Japanese Entrees, Bulgogi
and Galbi (Korean Rib BBQ)

Hikari
japanese restaurant
& sushi bar

• 15% Military Discount (with I.D.)
• Live Piano Performing on
Friday Nights
Monday-Friday
11:00 AM – 9:00 PM (All Day)
Saturday 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Sundays Closed

271 E. Highway 105
We are located off of I-25 (Exit 161)
Next to 7-11 in Monument

(719) 488-1518
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Pino on the
trail to a
new life
Lonnie Aragon
and Pino

Story and Photos by Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Lonnie Aragon can’t say “mustang”
without smiling.
He has been around and trained
dozens of them.
“They are fantastic horses to work
with,” he said.
Assistant manager at the Academy’s
Equestrian Center, Mr. Aragon will put
his training skills to the test Sept. 22 at
the Will Rogers Equestrian Center in
Fort Worth, Texas, in the inaugural
Mustang Extreme Makeover competition.
The competition was created by the
Mustang Heritage Foundation and the
Bureau of Land Management to showcase the horses’ beauty, versatility and
trainability, plus increasing their chances
for adoption.
About 100 horses and their trainers
will show off their appearance and skills
in groundwork and along an obstacle
course which mirrors obstacles found in
trail and recreational riding situations.
Winners of the competition will
share a $25,000 prize jackpot.
“I’ll see where I’ll stand with the

Lonnie Aragon and Pino begin warm-ups for the Extreme Mustang Makeover.

other trainers. It’s a great opportunity,”
Mr. Aragon said.
Trainers will only know the challenges riders and horses face in the
competition once it begins.
“They’re not telling, but we will get
there fresh.”
The Extreme Mustang Makeover
can be seen on RFD-TV (Direct TV 379
and DISH Network 231 or 9409).
Episodes begin Aug. 27 and run through
Dec. 31.
Like the other trainers, Mr. Aragon
picked up his horse in Oklahoma City
June 9 and was given 100 days before
the competition.
It was the luck of the draw who got
which horse.
“I had no idea what I was picking
up,” he said and admitted he was a little
disappointed because the horse was
small, and he is a substantial rider in size.
His disappointment faded quickly, and
the little horse soon showed his true
colors.
“It’s not about what they look like.
It’s about making him a safe and suitable
horse for a family,” Mr. Aragon said.
“He is a big horse in a little body. I

Being groomed keeps mustangs looking tidy and helps them adapt to life with humans.

can’t wear this little horse out, and he just
goes on all day long.”
Once in his temporary home on the
Academy, his first need was a name.
Mr. Aragon’s daughter, Alyssa, 2 ½,
called him Pino.
“I don’t know how she came up with
it but it seemed to fit him,” he said.
Mr. Aragon began working with
mustangs as a youth and fell in love with
them. Taken from their wild environment where they have survived on their
own, mustangs know nothing of human
contact, let alone training.
“I see progress pretty fast, and it’s
so gratifying,” he said.
He finds mustangs heartier and sturdier than other horses raised in barns.
“They are more sure-footed. You
can’t cripple these guys. They are just
tough, tough horses,” Mr. Aragon said.
“But once you get your hands on them,
they are just as gentle as barn-raised
horses.”
He also feels an innate sense of
generosity and determination in
mustangs.
“I believe they have more heart and
tend to want to please more,” he said.

“Everything is new to them.”
For training, Mr. Aragon believes
the practice of “breaking,” where riders
throw a saddle on a horse and ride it
until it stops bucking is not for him.
“It works, but you don’t get the willingness out of him, you don’t get 100
percent,” he said. “You can break a
horse’s spirit down to the point where he
just doesn’t care.”
“I like to teach them it’s fun. We’re
training the mind, willingness,” he said.
“That’s where I get an honest horse or
one who carries a rider because he wants
to. Start them slow and do it right. It’s
better to work them short and sweet.
And be consistent.”
The day after the competition Pino
will be up for adoption. Mr. Aragon
would like to have Pino’s new owner be
willing to keep up with training and be
active with him.
“Pino is a horse who likes to be
ridden,” he said. “He is not for someone
who just wants a pet. He’s a busy horse.”
Mr. Aragon firmly said he doesn’t
get attached to the horses he trains.
“I just want to make someone’s life
better and so they can enjoy him.”
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Calhoun era kicks
off with 34-3 win

Arena
Fowler on Butkus
watch
Air Force senior linebacker
Drew Fowler is on the “watch
list” for the prestigious Butkus
Award®, given to the nation’s
best collegiate linebacker.
Fowler is one of 66 candidates
for this year’s trophy presented
by the Downtown Athletic Club
of Orlando, Ind. Fowler led the
Mountain West Conference
and ranked 11th nationally in
total tackles with a 10.2
average, becoming the first
Falcon since Chris Gizzi in
1997 to lead the league in
tackles. The Clayton, N.C.,
product recorded 123 tackles,
which is the most by a Falcon
since Gizzi posted 179 in 1997.
Fowler is also on the Lombardi
“watch list,” which recognizes
the college football lineman
of the year.

Coach on the tube
Air Force Football with
Troy Calhoun, the weekly television coach’s show on KOAATV, channels 5/30 in Colorado
Springs, has a special air time
of 6 p.m. this Sunday to recap
the South Carolina State game.
The show then moves back to
its regularly scheduled time on
Sunday nights following the
late local news which follows
the Sunday Night National
Football League game of the
week. The approximate start
time for the coach’s show will
be 10:15 p.m. The show
features highlights from the
previous week’s game, features
on players and other news from
inside Falcon football.

Football luncheon set
The weekly Air Force football luncheons for 2007 are
every Friday at the Falcon
Stadium pressbox before a
home football game with the
exception of the TCU game
on Sept. 17. That week, the
luncheon will be on Wednesday. Lunch is served at 11:30.
The official program, featuring
head coach Troy Calhoun,
begins at noon and ends by 1
p.m. Luncheons cost $7 and
are open to the public. No
RSVP is required. For more
information, call the Air Force
marketing and development
office at 333-0261.

Women s volleyball
on the road
The Air Force volleyball
team continues on the road this
weekend, as it heads to Boiling
Springs, N.C., for the Runnin’
Bulldog Tournament. The
Falcons face host Gardner
Webb today at 7 p.m., before
Continued on next page
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By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

For the first time in three
years, Air Force football fans
saw their Falcons play a home
game on Parents’ Weekend.
More importantly, they
witnessed the bluesuiters win
for the first time in five games
dating back to last season.
Air Force built up a statistical advantage in every facet
of the game to methodically pull
away from South Carolina State,
34-3, Saturday afternoon at
Falcon Stadium, in the head
coaching debut of returning
Academy graduate Troy
Calhoun.
The former Houston Texans
offensive coordinator succeeded
legendary Air Force head coach
Fisher DeBerry who retired at
the end of last season, after 23
years at the helm.
“Walking down that tunnel
the spirit of this school is intoxicating,” said Calhoun when
asked to reflect on his first game
as the new sideline boss. “That’s
the cadet wing, the alumni, and
the community of Colorado
Springs. I loved the crowd’s
energy. They gave us a boost.”
The buzz of anticipation in
the crowd of 39,364 was
rewarded on Air Force’s first
possession, when senior tailback Kip McCarthy capped a
13-play, 79-yard drive with a
one-yard touchdown run.
It was one of four Falcon
touchdown drives of 70 yards or
more that employed a balanced
attacked between running and
passing, promised by Calhoun
in the off season.
One new wrinkle Calhoun
added to quicken his team’s pace
was the no huddle offense. Each
of the long TD drives took less
than five minutes to execute.
“We were all nervous to see
what was going to happen with
this new offense,” admitted Air
Force senior quarterback Shaun
Carney. “That first touchdown
was a huge monkey off our
backs. Just moving the ball down
the field really helped our confidence.”
Air Force out gained SCSU
455 yards to 160.
While McCarthy was
having his best rushing game
as a Falcon, 129 yards on 22
carries, Carney completed 11
of 18 passes for 176 yards and

a 10-yard touchdown strike
to senior tight end Travis
Dekker, making it 14-0
early in the second quarter.
“The offensive scheme
got us open,” said Dekker,
who led Air Force with three
catches for 64 yards. “The plays
were designed to get us some
space and Shaun was able to
deliver bullets every time.”
A 48-yard Ryan Harrison
field goal and a 4-yard touchdown scamper by Chad Hall,
who totaled 100 all-purpose
yards, ballooned the Falcons
lead to 24-0 late in the first half.
The Bulldogs averted a
shutout thanks to a school
record-tying 51-yard field goal
by Stephen Grantham on the
final play of the second quarter.
Air Force defensive pressure forced an interception and
a fumble, both credited to senior
corner back Carson Bird, plus six
sacks, eclipsing last season’s
high of five. Sophomore strong
safety Chris Thomas led the
Falcons with nine tackles.
“Our game plan was to get
their offense out of their groove
with our blitzing,” said Thomas,
who was one of seven players to
make their first-career start for
Air Force.
It was a day of Falcon firsts:
The victory was their first
over a team from the MidEastern Athletic Conference,
part
of
the
Football
Championship Subdivision
(formerly known as Division IAA).

Air Force used game
captains for the first time since
1995. Seniors Garrett Rybak
and Blaine Guenther represented
the Falcons.
Harrison scored 10 points in
his placekicking debut and averaged 48 yards a kick in his
punting debut.
And, for the first time since
1979, Air Force helmets did not
sport stripes down the middle.
“We made quite a few
mistakes today, but they’re
correctable,” Calhoun said. “We
must correct them, given what’s
in store for us in September.”
Air Force plays Utah, TCU
and BYU the next three weeks.
They were the top three preseason picks in the Mountain

Next
Game
Saturday, Sept. 8,
at Utah
4 p.m. Kickoff
Coverage, on
The MTN
KVOR 740 AM

West Conference.
Calhoun, a 1989 Academy
grad, emphasized the significance of playing the home
opener on Parent’s Weekend (the
last two were not due to scheduling conflicts).
“Being able to interact with
so many parents, who raised the
future men and women who are
going to lead our country is
pretty awesome.”

Photos by Dave Armer

Air Force corner back Garrett Rybak goes one-on-one in the
open field with South Carolina State running back Will Ford,
during their Saturday game at Falcon Stadium, won by the
bluesuiters 34-3.

Air Force quarterback Shaun Carney hands off to Savier Stephens during the Falcons
Saturday home game against South Carolina State. Stephens carried seven times for 29
yards in his freshman debut.
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Falcons struggle in season openers
UMBC rallies
to beat
Air Force, 2-1
By Athletic Communications

B.J. Quigley and Levi
Houapeu scored 26 seconds
apart in the 74th minute as the
Maryland-Baltimore County
men’s soccer team rallied for a
2-1 victory over Air Force in
Annapolis, Md., Aug. 31.
The contest was the first of
the season for both squads. It
was also the first contest for Air
Force head coach Doug Hill,
who was named head coach in
June.
The Falcons took a 1-0 lead
in the 41st minute when sophomore Josh Rhynard’s 16-yard
shot glanced off a UMBC
defender and eluded Retriever
netminder Steve King. Freshman
Kyle Schafer, playing his first
career game, was credited with
the assist. Rhynard, who led
AFA in scoring last season with
11 points, scored the team’s first
goal for the second straight
season. Air Force outshot
UMBC, 6-4, in the first half.
UMBC broke through to tie
the game at the 73:32 mark when
Ime Umoh took a short pass
from Bryan Moffa and directed
it toward the box. Quigley ran
onto the pass and rocketed a
shot in off the far right post past

Falcon goalie Brian Guyette.
The Retrievers notched the
game-winner just 26 seconds
later as UMBC countered after
an Air Force free kick. Kevin
Gnatiko sent a cross which made
it through to the far side of the
box. Houapeu ran onto the ball
and beat Guyette from six yards
away.
UMBC held the Falcons to
just one second half shot and
held a 13-5 advantage in
attempts for the contest. King
made just one save to earn the
win in the nets, while Guyette
was forced to come up with
seven saves for the Falcons.

Mids score in seventh
minute to drop
Falcons to 0-2
Senior Travis King scored in
the seventh minute and the Navy
defense made the goal stand as
the Mids turned back Air Force
in the final game Sunday of the
Anders Navy Soccer Classic, 10. The win moves Navy’s record
to 1-0-1 overall, while Air Force
dropped to 0-2-0.
The Navy defense, spearheaded by goalie Evan Barnes
was the story of the day. Barnes
made the save of the day with
around 15 minutes left as Air
Force’s Ian Hauck found a seam
after a crossing pass. Barnes
managed to dive to deflect the
ball up into the crossbar, then

From previous page
taking on Davidson (10 a.m.)
and North Carolina A&T (3
p.m.) on Saturday. It will be Air
Force’s first meeting with all
three programs.

AVS break ice

Courtesy photos

Sophomore Forward Josh Rhynard (left) scored AFA’s lone
goal Aug. 31 against the University of Maryland-Baltimore
County. Senior Goalkeeper Brian Guyette (right) made one
save for Air Force Sept. 1 in their 0-1 loss to Navy. The
Falcons are back in action today against BirminghamSouthern at 7 p.m. at the Cadet Soccer Stadium.

Hauck’s rebound attempt was
sent wide to keep the Falcons off
the board. Hauck led the Falcons
with four shots.
Offensively, Navy got all it
needed early on off a corner
kick in the seventh minute. Mark
Garcia sent the ball back to Chris
Schneider who headed it into
the box, where King streaked
in and redirected the ball with
his head past Falcon goalie Brian
Guyette inside the left post for
a 1-0 advantage.
The Mids also had a golden
opportunity midway through the
second half, but Justin Waskey‘s
header off a cross was sent just
over the crossbar.

The victory evened the alltime series against Navy to 3-32, and was the Mids’ first win
against the Falcons since 1963.
Navy outshot Air Force, 10-9,
but the Falcons had the advantage in corner kicks, 6-4. Both
teams were whistled for 16 fouls.
Guyette made one save for the
Falcons, while Barnes made
three saves and ran his shutout
streak to 205:02 dating back to
last year.
Air Force is back in action
this week to play its first home
game of the season. The Falcons
will face Birmingham-Southern
today at 7 p.m. at Cadet Soccer
Stadium.

AF breaks new
ground ticket-wise
By Troy Garnhart
Athletic Communications

The Air Force Academy Athletic
Association is at the forefront of a new
ticketing technology that will bring Falcon
fans’ enjoyment of events to new levels.
The Academy has become the first
collegiate program, and has joined the
Philadelphia Phillies of Major League
Baseball and the Baltimore Ravens of the
National Football League, to use a new
technology of stored-value tickets.
The stored value tickets will be called
“Lightning Tickets” and are geared to
promote the ease of use and a cashless environment at Academy facilities.
The Academy will debut the Lightning
Tickets in the family value packs containing
a $5 food or retail value on each ticket at
the Oct. 6 UNLV football game. The Family
Value Packs will also be available for San
Diego State on Nov. 17.
Lighting Tickets will also be an option
for single game tickets beginning with
Wyoming on Oct. 20. Fans purchasing the
Lightning Ticket on an individual game
basis will receive a $7 stored retail value

Arena

for only an additional $5
added onto the regular
ticket price.
Lightning tickets
will also be used on a
season ticket basis for
men’s basketball in the
Center Court Club and
Courtside VIP seating
areas. Lightning Tickets
will also be an option for
selected individual games for
men’s basketball and hockey.
Fans purchasing the tickets will
have credit loaded onto the bar-code on their
ticket that can be scanned at the concessions
stands or retail stores for the event. In addition to the concession and retail advantage,
fans will use a digital ticket process for
entry into Falcon Stadium.
The digital ticketing technology allows
for the use of Print At Home technology,
which allows fans to print their tickets from
their home computer. Digital ticketing also
allows for better protection against fraudulent tickets and quicker replacement of
lost tickets.
“This technology puts us at the forefront

The Cadet Ice Arena will
host the annual Colorado
Avalanche Burgundy/White
Game Sept. 16 at 11 a.m. It’s the
first time the venue has ever
been used for a National
Hockey League team game.
The previous seven Burgundy/
White games have generated
more than $400,000 for various
Colorado charities. Proceeds
from this game benefit military families and initiatives of
the Avalanche Youth Hockey
program. Tickets, ranging from
$12 to $20, are on sale at the
Academy Ticket Office. For
more information, call 800666-USAF (8723), 719-4721895 or go online at www.
GoAirForceFalcons.com.

Falcons at home
Men’s Soccer
Cadet Soccer Stadium
Birmingham-Southern, today,
7 p.m., St. Francis (PA),
Sunday, 1 p.m.
Women’s Soccer
Cadet Soccer Stadium
Davidson, today, 4:30 p.m.,
McNeese State, Sunday, 10:30
a.m.
Water polo
Cadet Field House
Johns Hopkins, today, 6 p.m.,
Johns Hopkins, Saturday, 10
a.m. and 5 p.m., Women’s
Volleyball
Clune Arena
Wyoming, Tuesday, 7 p.m.,

Scoreboard
INTERCOLLEGIATE
Football
Falcons
South Carolina St.

34
3

Men’s soccer

of this movement and will allow us to better
serve our fans,” said Air Force Senior
Associate Athletic Director Michael Saks.
“We will eventually offer this to all singlegame tickets that we sell for football and
other sports.”
The technology called STADIS was
developed by International Micro Systems,
Inc., from Aston, Pa. The Academy,
Philadelphia Phillies and Baltimore Ravens
and their movement to this technology was
detailed in the July issue of the Street and
Smith’s Sports Business Journal.

Maryland-Baltimore Co.
Falcons

2
1

Navy
Falcons

1
0

Women’s soccer
Denver
Falcons

3
1

Water polo
Falcons
Pomona-Pitzer

12
7

Loyola Marymount
Falcons

9
6
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Hail damage claims
In the wake of the recent hailstorm,
area insurance companies have opened
local operations.
USAA is at 1-800-531-8222. Follow
the phone prompts with options 2, 3, 3
to speak to a representative. They are
available to handle claims 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. A USAA team has
been deployed to Colorado Springs to
assist. To report a claim, please have your
USAA number available.
State Farm Insurance Company, 2605851, has Briargate and Garden of the
Gods Road operations.
Allstate Insurance, 800-547-8676 or
866-221-8902, has areas in Colorado
Springs that are already operational.
GEICO, 303-598-6095, has two areas

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Weekday
Mon., Tues., Thurs. - 6:45 a.m.
Wednesday
Catholic Adoration - 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Mass - 6 p.m.

Protestant Services:
Sunday
Traditional - 9:00 a.m.
Hill Fellowship - 11:00 a.m.
Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 p.m.
Buddhist Worship
Wed. - 6:30 p.m. - All Faiths Room
Muslim Prayer
Fridays - Noon - Muslim Prayer Room,
Chapel Basement

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Reconciliation - 4 p.m.
Mass - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
(Sept. - May)

Tuesday-Friday
Mass - 11:30 a.m.

Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 7 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11:15 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.
(Sept. - May)

Wednesday
Liturgical - 5:30 p.m.

Military Academy Pagan Society
Third Thursday - 5 p.m.
(For more info, call TSgt. Longcrier at 333-6178.)

For more information, call 333-3300.

in Colorado Springs already operational.
Progressive Insurance Company, 800776-4737, has areas already operational.
AAA, 591-2222, handles claims for
many insurance companies; please specify
your particular company.
American Family Insurance is at 800374-1111.
Contact Farmers Insurance Company
at 570-3003.
For more information, contact Tech.
Sgt. Tim Johnston from the legal office
at 333-3645.

Airman and Family Readiness
seminars
The Airman and Family Readiness
Flight will host the following seminars:
Home buying seminar: Sept.18, noon
to 4:30 p.m. This seminar will teach the
differences between brokers, agents and
agencies, financing and mortgage qualifications, loan types as well as the advantages of home ownership.
Resume review: Sept. 19, 9 - 11 a.m.
People can bring a draft copy of their
resume for evaluation and tips on how to
improve and target their resume for future
employment.
AF Civil Service class: Sept. 20, 8:30
a.m. to noon. This seminar will teach
how to prepare and apply for a civil
service career.
Lunch money: Sept. 20, noon to 1
p.m. This free lunchtime financial workshop is designed to help see where people
stand and how to improve personal
finances. Participants are encouraged to
bring their lunch.
For more information or to register
for a seminar, call the Airman and Family
Readiness Flight at 333-3444.

AFSA supports active duty, retired and
reserve personnel. It represents the professional and personal interests; especially
quality-of-life issues, of the enlisted
members serving the Air Force, Air Force
Reserves, Air National Guard personnel
and their families.

The Airman and Family Readiness
Flight will host a free bowling event for
families currently experiencing deployment. Free bowling, shoes, food and
beverages will be provided. For more
information or to RSVP for the event, call
333-6393.

Volunteers are needed to keep the
Academy Airman’s Attic open. It helps
junior ranking Airmen with free clothing,
furniture, appliances and more. Paid childcare is available for volunteers.
The attic is open Tuesdays and
Thursdays from noon to 4 p.m. To volunteer, call Cassie Nordin at 472-7923 and
leave a message.

Virtual assistant workshop
on tap

Global USAF Volkssport

The spread of the internet and the
growth of “virtual” business outsourcing
have combined to create a new career
choice for the “nomadic” military spouse.
Join the Airman and Family Readiness
Flight for a seminar Wednesday and
Thursday to operate from any location
with internet access to become a Military
Spouse Virtual Assistant. Call Jeannie
Lopez at 333-3444 for more information or to register. Pre-registration is
required.

Lighter side of cooking demo

A Freedom Walk is set for Saturday
at 10 a.m. at Fort Carson’s recreation
events center. The walk is open to the
public and is free, but pre-registration is
required. Various performers will help
remember Sept. 11, veterans, civil
servants, military members and our freedoms.
For more information or to register,
visit www.bhoc.us or call (303) 290-7412.

Rising 6 to race

Fitness run scheduled

The Academy’s Rising 6 organization
is creating an Academy team to participate in the 2007 Komen Colorado Springs
Race for the Cure 5k run, walk and family
walk Sunday at 5:30 a.m. at Garden of the
Gods Park entrance on 30th Street. Those
interested can register online at www.
komencs.org. Once online, click on “Join
an existing team.” Search for Team
USAFA. Nida Dotson will be the team
captain.
For more information, e-mail Staff
Sgts. Leonida Dotson at leonida.dotson@
usafa.af.mil or Julie Waltz at Julie.waltz@
usafa.af.mil.

The Academy Health and Wellness
Center will conduct a fitness run, weather
permitting, Sept. 25 with a meeting time
of 3:45 p.m. and a 4 p.m. start time at the
Falcon Stadium track/road. HAWC staff
will provide times and prost run drinks
and refreshments. Prizes will be presented
to the first two males and females to
finish.

AF Sergeants Association
The Falcon Chapter of the Air Force
Sergeants’ Association has a local
membership meeting Sept. 20 from 3:30
- 4:30 p.m. at the Officers’ Club. The
meeting is open to all active-duty and
retired enlisted members. AFSA is a nonprofit international organization that has
more than 124,000 members worldwide.

the 2007-2008 academic year. Sponsors
must be E-7 and above, O-3 and above,
a Department of Defense employee or
contractor. To apply or for more information, call Mrs. Cleo Griffith at 333-2583
or e-mail cleo.griffith@ usafa.af.mil.

Attic volunteers sought
Deployed bowling event

The Academy Health and Wellness
Center is presenting a “Lighter Side of
Cooking” demo featuring appetizers. The
demo is Sept. 27 from 5-6:30 p.m. in the
HAWC at 8137 Park Drive.
Lean how to prepare healthy dishes
and receive free recipe cards for the items
presented and a healthy heart cookbook.
Class size is limited to 15.
Additionally, the HAWC will offer a
recipe exchange service, where a diet
therapist will make healthy changes or
exchanges to favorite recipes. Those interested can drop their recipe off at
the HAWC or e-mail their recipe to
usafa.hawc@usafa.af.mil. The HAWC
will also be sending out a recipe of the
month.
For more information on the programs
offered by the HAWC or to reserve a seat
for a class, call 333-3733.

Freedom Walk on tap
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Stars & bars dining-in set
The Rocky Mountain Company
Grade Officer’s Council will host a joint
stars and bars dining-in Saturday at 6
p.m. at the Antlers Hilton in downtown
Colorado Springs. Cost is $40 for CGOs
and $50 for general officers.
For more information, contact 1st
Lt. Ashley Pyles at 554-2303 or 2nd Lt.
Jane McDonald at jane.mcdonald@
schriever.af.mil.

Prep School needs sponsors
The Academy Preparatory School
needs sponsors for cadet candidates for

The 27th Annual Global USAF
Volkssport will be held Sept. 15 at 1 p.m.
at Farish recreation area. There will be no
gate fee charged to hikers on the day of
the event, and registration for the hike is
free if no Volkssport award or credit it
desired. Those who would like credit for
the event must walk 20 kilometers and
may not use roller skates, bicycles, skateboards, etc. Families, retirees and the
general public are welcome to attend.
Pets must be on a leash at all times and
water will be provided at all checkpoints
for pets. Owners must clean up after their
pets when necessary. For more information, call 333-2940 or 687-9098.

Rockies offer military
appreciation
The Colorado Rockies offer the
Qwest Military Appreciation Day at Coors
Field Sept. 30. Game time for the final
home game of the regular season at Coors
Field is 1:05 p.m. The Rockies will play
the Arizona Diamondbacks and pre-game
activities include a parade, fly over,
national anthem, color guard and ceremonial first pitch performed by uniformed
military members and veterans. Commemorative dog tags will be handed out
to the first 5,000 fans. Uniformed military members and veterans will be offered
complimentary tickets and have the opportunity to participate in a pre-game parade.
Additional tickets are available for family
and friends for only $8 each.
To order tickets, call Tim Kelsch at
(303) 312-2426. Orders can be faxed to
(303) 312-2219 or e-mailed to kelscht@
coloradorockies.com.

Purple Heart Memorial
dedication
A dedication ceremony at the
Claremont Business Center for the Purple
Heart Memorial, the flag that flies over
the memorial and the street signs dedicated to Purple Heart recipients will be
held Saturday at 11 a.m. The ceremony
will be held at 1411 Woolsey Heights in
Colorado Springs. Those wishing to attend
the ceremony must call 570-1599 to
RSVP with the number of people that will
be attending.
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