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An Academy civilian employee died
here in a hit-and-run
incident.
Mrs. Donna Head,
65, of Monument,
Colo., was struck by a
vehicle in the parking
lot outside of the Donna Head
Community Center, around 9 a.m.,
Monday.
Witnesses called 911 immediately,
and paramedics from the Academy Fire
Department and AMR responded.
Flight for Life was dispatched and landed
near the scene, but Mrs. Head died
before a medical evacuation could take
place.
She was the Family Program Flight
Chief in the Academy’s 10th Services
Division, overseeing the Child Development Center, Youth Center, the Family
Home Day Care program and community activities. Mrs. Head had worked
at the Academy since 1991, was an active
supporter of Academy basketball and
active in the cadet sponsor program.
She is survived by her husband, retired
Brig. Gen. James Head, former vice dean
of the faculty.
The Air Force Office of Special
Investigations and Colorado State Patrol
are investigating. A civilian dependent
was arrested Monday in this case.
Prosecution will be handled by the
District Attorney’s office.
The funeral service is today at 1
p.m. in the Academy Cemetery. A
church service will immediately follow
at 2:15 p.m. at First Lutheran Church,
1515 N. Cascade Avenue, in Colorado
Springs.
(For more on the life of Donna Head,
see next week’s Academy Spirit.)

Photo by Dave Ahlschwede

Armed and immunized
Airman 1st Class Maria Macalinga from the 10th Medical Operations Squadron administers a flu shot Tuesday
to Maj. Ken Picha of the 306th Operations Support Squadron. Getting the flu vaccine is the best way to reduce
the risk of getting the flu. The Academy hospital immunization clinic offers walk-in vaccinations Monday
through Friday between 7:30-11 a.m. and 1-4 p.m. The pediatric clinic offers walk-in vaccinations Monday
through Friday between 1-4 p.m.

Gate guards change contractors, uniforms
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The faces may be the same but
the uniforms aren’t.
On Saturday the Chenega
Corporation, based in Anchorage,
Alaska, took over management of
the Academy’s security gates from
AKAL Security.
The one-year renewable
contract was re-bid and is centrally
managed out of Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas.
Most of the former AKAL
employees were retained by
Chenega, and six new hires were

added, bringing to about 80 the
number of gate security guards on
the Academy.
All potential security guards
are screened thoroughly and
undergo background checks.
Training is rigorous and
continues after the hiring process.
“They are trained just like we
are,” said 10th Security Forces’ Tech.
Sgt. Andrea Blanchetti.
Guards receive training in
entry controller duties, use of force,
badge recognition, practical exercises and use and maintenance of
Photo by Ann Patton
the 9 millimeter Beretta sidearm. Chenega security guard Ben Nordyke carefully
See GATE, Page 4 checks ID’s at the north gate

New program jump starts spouse careers
UCI Tip of the Week Page 3
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By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Military spouses are due for a career
break starting in January.
An informational orientation on
the Military Spouse Career Advancement
Initiative for all interested spouses
will be Thursday at 2 p.m. at the
Airman and Family Readiness Center,

6248 W. Pine Loop.
Participants need to pre-register by
calling 333-3168.
This program, announced Nov. 14,
is for short-term education and certification in in-demand career fields such as
finance, technology, healthcare, education
and construction trades.
Colorado is one of eight states participating in this program.

“Funding is up to $3,000 per year
with a two year maximum,” said Ms.
Jeannie Lopez, Airman and Family
Readiness Center’s Career Focus
Volunteer Program coordinator.
This program will enable military
spouses to develop the skills needed to
successfully start, navigate and advance
their careers.
See CAREERS, Page 4
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Directorate of Public Affairs mission:
To responsibly inform and educate the
Academy community and the public
about the Air Force Academy

The changing face of Airmen’s battle space
By Chief Master Sgt. Stefney Dunson
Cadet Wing superintendent

Acronyms like ILO, RFF, HRC and
HRI have become part of the Airman’s
vernacular. If they aren’t familiar to you,
keep reading.
Our battle space continues to change.
More and more, it involves areas outside
the confines of the base or what is known
as “outside the wire.”
Today, in Afghanistan and Iraq, the
typical Air Force base isn’t solely an ingarrison force. Air Force units are
supplying, supporting and executing the
mission while in or near hostile fire areas.
Coming from a support background,
I recall in 1982 my first supervisor spoke
about his involvement in the Vietnam
War and described the closest he got “to
the action” was the Philippines, Thailand
and Japan.
By contrast, while stationed in
Kirkuk, Iraq in 2003, I worked alongside
soldiers assigned to the 173rd Infantry
Division. While our base was secured
behind concertina wire and barriers, we
still found ourselves under mortar attacks
from insurgents. At that time, some Air
Force specialties, which weren’t traditionally combat related career fields, were
already serving “outside the wire.”
Our security forces not only
controlled the interior of the base, they
were responsible for the first few miles
beyond the base fence line. Convoys
involved transporting troops, supported
by security forces and the Office of Special

Investigation. Some missions involved
the movement of supplies and fuels,
while others involved escorting civil
engineer troops into local markets to
purchase items necessary to keep the
base running.
Today, when an Airman is tasked for
an In-lieu of (ILO) or a Request for Forces
(RFF) deployment, there’s a strong possibility they’ll be assigned to or directly
supporting an Army unit and will be
“outside the wire” for much of their tour.
Such missions dictate we prepare to live
and work in closer proximity to the
enemy.
Terms like High Risk for Capture
(HRC) and High Risk for Isolation (HRI)
are exactly what they seem. Two questions
come to mind; why are we assigning Air
Force personnel these taskings, and how
do we train and prepare for such an
assignment?
The answer to the first lies in the
first three lines of the Airman’s Creed, “I
am an American Airman, I am a Warrior,
I have answered my Nation’s Call.” Second,
unlike the first days of this war when we
were regularly sending non-combat
specialties “outside the wire,” there is
comprehensive training that better
prepares you for ILO and RFF billets.
This training usually involves four to
eight weeks of combat skills training and
includes hostage and survival training.
Our current expeditionary structure
has evolved and better prepares us and
our family for eventual deployment.
Along with what you already know

Character Development

and how you’ve trained, start thinking in
terms of integrating yourself into Joint
Operations. While preparing for an ILO
or RFF deployment, strive for the best
mental and physical shape possible.
The last thing you’ll want to worry
about, which you have full control over,
is your ability to keep-up with the rigors
of operating in a hostile environment.
Another leadership challenge is to
blend yourself into the operation while
not sacrificing your ability to operate at
the same level you performed at in the Air
Force.
As a chief, I should be prepared to
lead at the Sergeants Major level when
reporting for duty. Acquire all available
information on Joint Doctrine, leadership
views and perspective from senior leadership within the other component and
study the mission.
Just as important is knowing and
understanding the culture and attitudes
of the local population you’ll be
supporting.
As our expeditionary roles evolve,
we must hold true to the words in the
Airman’s Creed: “My mission is to fly,
fight, and win. I am faithful to a proud
heritage, a tradition of honor and a legacy
of valor.”
Yet, we need to embrace the part of
our mission involving Air Force boots on
the ground in support of ground operations. A heritage that involves missions
we once thought were reserved for
soldiers; now represents the changing
face of the Airman’s battlespace.
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Character Corner When you fall, will you get back up?
By Chap. (Maj.) George Youstra
Center for Character Development

person’s character is what it takes to stop
you.”
Are you going to stay down on the
canvas or are you going to get up, brush off
the cinders and get back to work?
The choice is yours. It will reveal much
about your character.
Some cadets may be considering
resigning at the end of this semester.The path

Cadet Sight Picture

Austin O’Malley said,“The fact that you
have been knocked down is interesting, but
the length of time you remain down is important.” It’s not a question of how, but when.
When you face adversity, what will you
do? Someone once said, “The test of a

seems harder than they anticipated. Don’t
quit!
Henry Ford viewed his failures from a
positive light by saying,“Failure is the opportunity to begin again more intelligently.”
For many who might be contemplating
their future at the Academy, be encouraged.
Next semester is “an opportunity to begin
again more intelligently.”

Character Counts airs Wednesdays at 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. on KAFA radio, 97.7 FM.

What is your fondest holiday memory?
“Having all the
family together.”

Bob Cataldi
Air Force retiree

“Playing a big
game of touch
football when
everybody got
to play.”

Maj. Doug Patton
Dean of Faculty staff

“My last
Christmas at my
mother’s when
all the children
and grandchildren were
home.”
Chief Master Sgt. Judy Schwald
310th Mission Support Squadron

“Seeing my first
child in her
Christmas dress
propped up
against the
presents. She
looked so little.”
Tech. Sgt. Abel Martinez
Academy Headquarters
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‘Tis the season for the ESOHCAMP audit
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The Academy’s 2007 Environmental,
Safety, and Occupational Health
Compliance Assessment and Management
Program audit will be Monday through
Dec. 14.
“ESOHCAMP is a comprehensive
audit program that evaluates an installation’s overall compliance with environmental, safety, and occupational health
laws and regulations,” said Ms. Jeanie
Duncan, of the 10th Civil Engineer
Squadron’s Air Quality, Solid Waste and
Pollution Prevention office.
Installations are required to conduct
an annual “internal” audit every year; with
an “external” audit every third year. This
year’s audit will be an internal variety
conducted by a team of military, civilian
and contractor personnel.
This year’s audit evaluates all organizations, tenants and contractor operations
on the Academy. The audit team will inbrief the audit at Monday at 10 a.m. and
out brief findings Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. Both
briefings will be held in the CE confer-

ence room in Building 8120.
“ESOHCAMP’s goal will be to identify areas of non-compliance with federal,
state, local, DoD and Air Force policy and
regulations,” Ms.Duncan said. “All 13 environmental protocols established by AFI
32-7045 will be assessed during the
ESOHCAMP.”
The audit team will be responsible for
evaluating restoration; other environmental
issues (including environmental management systems); hazardous materials;
hazardous waste; petroleum, oils, and lubricants; storage tanks; toxic substances and
water quality.
“People will spend a majority of the
time interviewing shop personnel,
Courtesy Photo
reviewing records and observing shop Col. Mike Van Valkenberg audits the drinking water program with members
procedures,” she said. “Non-compliance of the Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight.
issues will be identified as findings. Each finding will go through an audit vali- findings “on the spot” whenever possible.
Recommendations for improvement as dation process, including a legal review, to Closure actions must be verified by the
well as positive observations will be docu- ensure the validity of the finding.
10th CES environmental flight before they
mented.”
Once findings are distributed, each are closed. Safety and Bioenvironmental
Through an extensive verification organization will be responsible for Engineer team members will assess safety
process, the audit team will review all find- completing all required closure actions and occupational health items that overlap
ings. Any potential compliance issues the according to the management action plan with the environmental program.
team identifies during the evaluation will developed after the audit.
For more information call Mr.Bryce
be documented with notes and photos.
Organizations are encouraged to close Tobyne at 333-6455.

UCI Tip of the Week
By Maj. Matthew Alley
Inspector General Chief of Inspections

One component of our upcoming Unit Compliance
Inspection will be a base-wide exercise.
The type of exercise (natural disaster response,
major accident response, terrorist use of weapons of mass
destruction, etc.) will be dictated by the inspectors. Our
Exercise Evaluation Team will then plan and conduct
the exercise and will include participation of all Academy
personnel that are not exempted in the special instructions.
Performance in the exercise will be graded on many
levels and will be an important part of our overall rating.

A couple of trend items have been identified in
recent Academy exercises that can have an adverse affect
on our readiness and could potentially lead to write-ups
during the UCI.
One is “freelancing,” or simulating actions out of
convenience that have not been approved by the IG or
published in the SPINS.
Unapproved simulations can result in the inability
to evaluate specific commander objectives and our
overall readiness. It can also negatively impact the flow
of an exercise.
It’s important to remember for any exercise, all
simulation requests must be approved by the IG and
published in the SPINS. Otherwise, all actions should
be carried out as if it were a real world incident.
Another trend we need to guard against is a general

lack of interest or urgency during an exercise. Sometimes
individuals or offices incorrectly assume they are exempt
from participation and ignore exercise warnings,
messages and the appropriate actions to be taken.
We all know that exercises are typically dreaded and
considered an inconvenience by most of the base population. However, it’s important to remember there’s a good
reason we have exercise requirements.
Responding to an incident or attack, or going to war
without having trained, is like showing up to play in the
Super Bowl without having practiced as a team and
learned the playbook.
Solid execution, along with a positive attitude and
a sense of urgency, will increase our readiness and will
make an immeasurable impression on the inspectors
during our UCI exercise.
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Looking for another
rewarding career?
Aurora Public Schools wants you!
Troops to Teachers has partnered with
Aurora Public Schools to fill high need
teacher positions.
Applications will be accepted up to two
years in advance!
For more information:
1-800-438-6851
info@mwttt.com
www.mwttt.com
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Career
From Page 1
“America’s military spouses quietly
and courageously bear the sacrifices
required of them and their families as their
loved ones are serving our country,”
commented Secretary of Labor Elaine L
Chao. “The initiative provides financial
resources to help spouses develop their
career goals and dreams.”
Military spouses suffer an unemployment rate that is three times that of their
civilian counterparts, while nearly 77
percent of them report that they want or
need to work. The frequent moves required

by the military often make it difficult or
even cost-prohibitive for spouses to establish long-term careers or meet state credentialing and licensing requirements. Almost
three-fourths of military spouses say the
cost of continuing their education is more
than they can afford.
Intended for spouses of active duty
E1-E5 and O1-O3, Ms. Lopez does not yet
have the exact number of Academy spouses
who may be helped by this program
“There is always a need for supplemental monies for education,” said the
program coordinator. “A majority of

spouses are pursuing secondary education and are always searching for monetary assistance.”
The thrust is to help military spouses
get the education and other credentials
needed to pursue careers in high-demand,
high-growth occupations, opening doors
to military spouses for more fulfilling
careers even as they relocate regularly due
to their loved ones’ assignments.
The $35 million demonstration
program, co-sponsored by the Defense
and Labor departments, sets up accounts
for eligible spouses in eight states to cover

expenses directly related to post-secondary
education and training.
It includes costs for tuition, fees, books,
equipment and credentialing and licensing
fees, the cost of renewing existing credentials and licenses due to a military move.
Applicants will be pre-screened on an
appointment basis.
For more information call the base
education center, 333-3298, A&FRC, 3333444/3168, or visit www.milspouse.org.
Ms. Lopez is working in conjunction
with the Academy Education Office.
“We are sharing the duties,” she said.

Gates
From Page 1
After hiring, the guards go through 40 additional
hours of training which they must complete within
45 days of hire. Topics include the Department of
Defense ID system, distinguished visitors, use of
detectors, in depth exploration of use of force and
cooperation with allied law enforcement officials.
In addition, guards are tested in mock situations
while on duty to see how they manage various
issues.
Sergeant Blanchetti had high praise for the
guards.
“They are very efficient and very, very good at
their jobs,” she said.
She noted guards stand by in all kinds of weather,
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
“They control entry into one of the busiest
bases in the Air Force,” Sergeant Blanchetti said.
“They are our first line of defense.”

Deep Freeze
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Call waits to
marshal an LC-130 Hercules
from its parking spot on the
annual sea ice runway, Nov.
26, near McMurdo Station,
Antarctica, during Operation
Deep Freeze. Sgt. Call is a
crew chief with the New York
Air National Guard’s 109th
Airlift Wing. Operation Deep
Freeze is a unique joint and
total force mission that has
supported
the
National
Science Foundation and U.S.
Antarctic Program that began
in 1955.
Photo by Tech. Sgt. Shane A. Cuomo
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’73 grad makes history as AFSOC commander
By 1st Lt. Amy Cooper
AFSOC Public Affairs

HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. — Air
Force Special Operations Command
ushered in a new commander Nov. 27
in Freedom Hangar at Hurlburt Field,
Fla.
Lt. Gen. Donny Wurster, a 1973 Air
Force Academy graduate, assumed
command of AFSOC from Lt. Gen. Mike
Wooley, during a ceremony presided
over by Gen. Duncan McNabb, Air Force
vice chief of staff.
“It’s with the deepest respect and
great admiration that I stand here
today,” Gen. McNabb said. “I stand on
hallowed ground at Hurlburt Field. The
legend of the Air Commandos and your
remarkable accomplishments are
legendary.”
When he received the command
guidon from General McNabb, General
Wurster became the first AFSOC vice
commander to move directly into the
commander’s seat. He is also the first
helicopter pilot to be promoted to lieutenant general.
When he took the stage to address
the crowd, General Wurster assured
Admiral Eric Olson, U.S. Special
Operations Command commander, that
AFSOC will uphold its tradition of excellence.

“Where you tell us to go, we will
go,” General Wurster said. “What you tell
us to do, we will do. We are your air
component.”
The new commander then implored
AFSOC Airmen to perform as they have
been trained.
“For every Air Commando, you
know there may very well be a day when
you will be thrust into history,” he said.
“Whatever your specialty, each of you has
an important role to play. In an Air Force
that is half the size it was when I joined,
there is no extra.”
The change of command also
marked the end of a 35-year career for
General Wooley who received the
Distinguished Service Medal during the
ceremony.
“I look at today as a celebration,
a victory in a sense,” General Wooley
said. “One that I can call ‘mission
complete.’”
Before giving his final salute to the
Air Commandos gathered in the hangar,
the outgoing Commander offered his
thanks to the men and women of
AFSOC.
“There is no higher honor for an
Air Force officer than to command,”
General Wooley said. “I’ve said it before
- this is the best three-star job in the
Air Force.”
General Wooley will retire Jan. 1.

Double Eagle Hotel & Casino
Surrounded by the beauty of the mountains and charm of Cripple Creek

Photo by Senior Airman Ali Flisek

Lt. Gen. Donny Wurster (right) accepts command of Air Force Special
Operations Command from Gen. Duncan McNabb (left), Air Force vice chief of
staff, as Chief Master Sgt. Michael Gilbert (center), AFSOC command chief,
looks on. General Wurster is a ‘73 Academy grad.
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Retirement & Holiday Parties
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Bridal Bouquet
Wedding Arbor
Room Rental
Officiate

Other Services Available
Honeymoon Suite
Full Catering Services
Casual & Fine Dining

Intimate
Weddings
Contact Group Sales @
1.800.711.3224
442 East Bennett Avenue
Cripple Creek, CO

Our meerkats aren’t the only ones
lining up to see Electric Safari.
It’s standing room only at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s 17th annual holiday
lights extravaganza. With over 500,000 lights, luminous animated displays,
Santa, reindeer and plenty of winter-loving animals, it’s hard to say which
will light up more: the Zoo or your children’s eyes.
Nightly from
Dec. 7 – Jan. 1
(except Christmas Eve)

Open 5:30-9:00 p.m.
(last ticket sold
at 8:00 p.m.)

$7 adults,
$4 kids under 12
Free for kids 2 and under

719-633-9925
www.cmzoo.org

ZOO MEMBERS RECEIVE ONE FREE VISIT WHEN PRESENTING A MEMBERSHIP CARD.
PRESENTED BY:

29796 11/07

Package Includes:

This holiday season, see the
Zoo in a whole new light.

29796 CMZ ESAFARI 5.08X7.58_MIL_1 1

11/29/07 9:50:38 AM
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Sijan chapter driving force behind AF Ball
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

The Lance Sijan Chapter of the Air Force Association
has planned the Air Force Ball at the Broadmoor
International Center starting at 6 p.m., Feb. 15.
“We have all-night entertainment by Tops in Blue and
dancing after the dinner in Colorado Hall,” said planner
Tom Cavilli.
More than 800 people attended last year’s ball.
“This year we are planning for 1,000 to attend,” Mr.
Cavilli said.
A chapter membership meeting is at the Jet Wing
YMCA Tuesday at 7:30 a.m.
The decades have not lessened the memory of Captain
Lance Sijan. He was assigned to the 366th Wing at Da Nang
Air Base,Vietnam.
The 25 year-old pilot on his 52nd mission ejected from
his stricken F-4C Phantom over North Vietnam, Nov. 9,
1967, and successfully evaded capture for more than six
weeks. The enemy eventually captured him, but he
managed to escape. A search-and-rescue crew, Jolly Green
15, radioed to Sijan that they were sending down someone
to assist him, but Sijan refused to put another person in
danger. He asked that a penetrator be lowered instead.
However, he couldn’t grab the dropped steel cable, and
after 33 minutes the rescue team faced enemy fire and had
to leave.
Even with no food and very little water he managed

to avoid capture for 45 days. Because of a serious compound
fracture of the left leg, he was unable to walk but did
manage to pull himself backward through the jungle.
Even with a broken leg, a skull fracture and a mangled
right hand, he was able to escape shortly after his initial
capture. Upon recapture ,he was taken to Vinh and thrown
into a bamboo cell. He was interrogated repeatedly and
in spite of his captors technique of twisting his damaged
right hand, he refused to disclose any information but his
name.
Captain Sijan was soon moved to a POW camp at
Hanoi. Even in his emaciated condition, he attempted more
escapes all meeting with failure. His physical condition

continued to weaken without proper food or medical
attention. He developed additional respiratory problems
including pneumonia in January 1968.
After many months of ill treatment, his health broke.
Sijan was removed from his cell during the night of Jan.
21, 1968, and died the following day at Hoa Lo, according
to his Vietnamese captors.
Captain Sijan received the Medal of Honor posthumously. His spirit and determination inspired a fellow prisoner of war to nominate him.
He was promoted posthumously to captain on June
13, 1968. On March 4, 1976, President Gerald Ford
presented the Medal of Honor to his parents, Sylvester and
Jane Sijan.
Air Force Ball ticket prices for cadets, senior Airmen
and GS-4 and below grades are $15 a person.
Cost for staff and technical sergeants and GS-5 civilians is $20.
Senior NCOS and GS-6 civilians pay $30 a person.
For company grade officers and grades GS-7 through
GS-11 civilians, the cost is $35.
Field grade officers and civilian grades GS-12 through
GS-14, pay $45 each.
Costs for senior officers 0-6 and above and GS-15 and
above is $60 a person, while retired military and nonDefense Department guests are $80 a person. NonAcademy members pay $100 each.
An Academy point of contact to obtain tickets and
more information will be appointed.
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French connection: general tours Academy
By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

General de Brigade Aerienne Gratien
Marie, commandant of Ecole Del’ Air
Econe Militaire Del’ Air, visited the Air
Force Academy Monday through
Thursday.
“Each fall semester, eight French
cadets called ‘aspirants’ attend the
Academy and eight of our cadets attend
École de l’air in France’s on-de-Provence,”
said Ms. Elaine Balogh, deputy director
of international studies.
The semester exchange program
between the Academy and École de l’air
is the oldest in Academy history, established 1969. This program is run by
international programs and more than
400 cadets and “aspirants” have participated in it.
“Of that number, 30 have become
general officers,” Ms. Balogh said.
“Academy cadets take classes in France
in French, like the aspirants take classes
here in English.”
General Marie and his small party
presented Lt. Gen. John Regni, Academy
superintendent, with a memento on
Tuesday. The visiting general met with
French military personnel.
The French Academy’s commandant received a mission brief hosted by
General Regni on Wednesday morning,

then went to Fairchild Hall for a Dean
of the Faculty meeting followed by an
Aeronautics lab tour.
Although in France he is called a
brigadier general, he is a two-star general
officer. Accompanying General Maire
was Col. Laurent Duprat, director of
Academics and Military Studies and Dr.
Béatrice Cormier, general director of
Higher Ed and Research and equivalent
to the Academy’s Dean of Faculty.
Officials from the 306th Flying
Training Group provided General Marie
with a briefing and a tour of the airfield.
A briefing at the Center for
Character Development was followed
by lunch on Mitchell Hall’s tower with
General Regni.
Since 1969, the Academy has
conducted a French Exchange Program
with the French Air Force Academy in
Salon de Provence. Each fall semester
Photo by Mike Kaplan
eight Academy cadets attend the French General de Brigade Aerienne Gratien Marie, commandant of Ecole Del’ Air
academy. They are totally integrated into Econe Militaire Del’ Air, presents Lt. Gen. John Regni, Academy superintenthe academic, military, athletic and social dent, with a memento on Tuesday.
life of the French academy. At the same instructing flight training. They provide what they have learned and saw exactly
time, eight French cadets attend the U.S. a continuous presence for the “interna- what the French cadets were learning. It
Air Force Academy. In addition to tionalization” of the Academy officers was a very enjoyable tour.
producing excellent linguists, the French from the French Academy.
“We both face the same challenges
Exchange Program has fostered strong
“I liked speaking with the cadets, in education and training,” he said. We
bonds between the two Air Forces.
both American and French, and with need to have contact at our leadership
Allied exchange officers, teach in the faculty,” said General Maire. “I levels to develop those exchanges to
the Academy’s academic programs and enjoyed the laboratory visits which meet and develop ideas as we face the
the military arts and sciences as well as allowed students to put into practice same issues and challenges.”
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PEERs relieve pressure of cadet life
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Cadet 1st Class Erik Towal saw first-hand what a
difference a PEER can make for other cadets, and he
wanted to do the same.
“One of my fellow cadets was dealing with a lot of
difficult issues, and the PEER in our squadron was able
to help him sort everything out, get the answers he
needed and was there for him throughout the process,”
he said. “I wanted to help others like he did, and I think
if I can reach out and touch someone’s life even half as
much as he did, then I am on the right track.”
As one of more than 80 Personal Ethics and
Education Representatives in the Cadet Wing under the
auspices of the vice commandant, he can serve as friend,
listener, confidante and caring big brother.
Cadet Towal typically spends from five to six hours
a week “on the job.”
Cadets are like other U.S. college students in many
ways. They have problems like romantic break-ups,
academics, homesickness, roommate problems and
family issues back home, to name a few.
Academy cadets also must deal with military life,
Photo by Dennis Rogers
including the basic question cadets may ask themselves, Cadet PEERs get guidance from Capt. Mark Rolsten, Academy Counseling Center volunteer.
“How am I ever going to get through this place?”
PEERS are trained and supported by the Academy opening up your life to someone and giving them a few Uniform Code of Military Justice and the honor code.
“The cadets know the rules of engagement,” Captain
Counseling Center which serves as a consulting agency moments to lean on you or to vent or to cry, knowing
Todd said.
that you can make a difference.”
to the group.
Initially, cadet PEERs go through two days of
PEER
volunteers
do
not
serve
as
professional
coun“We have a great group of cadets,” said ACC social
training.
The first day they hone skills for listening,
selors
but
they
can
and
do
make
referrals
to
the
ACC.
worker Michelle Cano. “They receive big rewards when
“They are our eyes and ears in the Wing,” said problem-solving, conflict resolution, high-risk obserthey’ve been there for fellow cadets.”
Captain
Rolsten. “They are very helpful in getting vation and understanding available resources. At the end
She pointed out PEERS receive no rank for what they
of that day they receive certification through the nonpeople
to
us.”
do but do it because they care.
Although PEERs like to keep their PEER/cadet profit Baccus Network, a university and community“Being there at the right time is very important,” said
encounters
confidential, they are trained to recognize based network focusing on comprehensive health and
Capt. Mark Rolsten, ACC psychologist. A PEER, for
potentially
serious
problems and the risk posed by the safety issues.
example, may hear crying or commotion behind a
During the second day, PEER cadets, along with
closed door. A knock on the door can be a “huge reas- lack of professional intervention.
ACC
and Air Force representatives, discuss campus“They
are
an
important
stop-gap
if
a
cadet
is
spiraling
surance.”
related
issues and perform role playing for various situdownward,
”
said
ACC
psychologist
Capt.
Troy
Todd.
Cadet Towal finds his role rewarding.
“They have to make some tough calls,” Captain ations.
“It is extremely satisfying. Knowing that a few
All PEER cadets must be recommended by their Air
Rolsten
said. “They have to know how best to be loyal
moments of your time or a few words can alter the
Officer
Commanding and screened. About 150 cadets
and
care
for
cadets
at
the
same
time.
”
path of someone’s life or to bring hope to a tense situPEERs are also required to report violations of the applied last year for the 80 or so available PEER slots.
ation is truly gratifying,” he said. “It is as simple as
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Academy grad new PACAF commander
By Tech. Sgt. Tom Czerwinski
PACAF Public Affairs

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE,
Hawaii — On Nov.16, the Senate Armed
Services
Committee
confirmed
Lieutenant General Carrol H. “Howie”
Chandler’s promotion to general and
appointment as the next commander of
Pacific Air Forces.

Photos by Tech Sgt. Shane Cuomo

Gen. Carrol H. “Howie” Chandler
receives his first salute from the
Airmen of Pacific Air Forces during
his change of command ceremony at
Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, Nov.
30.

The 1974 Air Force Academy graduate assumed command of PACAF from
outgoing PACAF commander, Gen. Paul
V. Lester, in a change of command ceremony Nov. 30 here.
Gen. T. Michael Mosely, Chief of
Staff, U.S. Air Force and Adm. Timothy
J. Keating, Commander U.S. Pacific
Command, presided over the ceremony.
Prior to assuming his current duties,
General Chandler was the Deputy Chief
of Staff for Operations, Plans and
Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air
Force, Washington, D.C., responsible to
the Secretary of the Air Force and the
Chief of Staff for formulating policy
supporting air, space, nuclear, counterproliferation, homeland security, weather
and cyber operations.
As the Air Force Operations Deputy
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General
Chandler determined operational requirements, capabilities and training necessary
to support national security objectives
and military strategy.
As Commander, Pacific Air Forces;
Air Component Commander for U.S.
Pacific Command; and Executive
Director, Pacific Air Combat Operations
Staff, Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii,
Gen. Chandler is responsible for Air
Force activities covering more than half
the globe in a command that supports
55,500 Air Force personnel serving principally in Hawaii, Alaska, Guam, Japan

Gen. T. Michael Moseley, Chief of Staff, U.S. Air Force, Adm. Timothy J.
Keating, commander U.S. Pacific Command, Gen. Carrol H. “Howie”
Chandler, incoming Pacific Air Forces commander and Gen. Paul V. Hester,
outgoing PACAF commander stand for the Air Force song during the PACAF
change of command ceremony at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii Nov. 30.

and South Korea.
General Chandler has commanded
a numbered air force, two fighter wings,
a support group and a fighter squadron.
His previous staff assignments
include two tours at Headquarters
Pacific Air Forces and at the Pentagon,
as well as tours at Headquarters U.S.
Pacific Command, Headquarters U.S.
Military Training Mission in Saudi
Arabia and Headquarters Allied Air

Forces Southern Europe.
General Chandler served as
Commander of Alaskan Command,
Alaskan North American Aerospace
Defense Command Region, 11th Air
Force and Joint Task Force - Alaska with
headquarters at Elmendorf Air Force
Base, Alaska.
The general is a command pilot with
more than 3,900 flying hours in the T-38,
F-15 and F-16 aircraft.
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Pearl Harbor:

Lessons for
war on terror

By Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Sixty-six years ago today, the
United States endured an attack on Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, that for the next 60 years — until Sept. 11, 2001
— stood as the most devastating enemy attack on U.S.
soil.
Like the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, the Japanese
raid on Pearl Harbor has been called a defining moment
in U.S. history. It caught the country by surprise, rallied
its people against their attackers and thrust the nation
into a long, difficult war against tyranny.
On this 66th anniversary of the Pearl Harbor
attacks, they present more parallels, and possibly
lessons, for today’s global war on terror.
Within hours of the surprise attack in the earlymorning hours of Dec. 7, 1941, more than 2,400
Americans were dead. Five of the eight battleships at
the U.S. Fleet’s Pearl Harbor base were sunk or sinking,
and the other battleships, as well as ships and Hawaiibased combat planes, were heavily damaged.
By crippling the U.S. Pacific Fleet, Japan hoped to
eliminate it as a threat to the Japanese Empire’s expansion south.
The Sept. 11 attacks, in contrast, were more symbolic
than tactical. The World Trade Center in New York —
which al Qaeda had previously attacked in 1993 —
stood as a symbol of the U.S. free-market economy. The
Pentagon represented the U.S. military’s command
center, but not its operational arm.
The other intended target — either the White
House or the U.S. Capitol, many people speculate, if the
passengers hadn’t commandeered their hijacked plane
over Shanksville, Pa. — represented the epicenter of the
democratic U.S. government.
When the smoke cleared, the death toll from Sept.
11 topped even the devastation of Dec. 7, 1941, with
almost 3,000 people, mostly civilians, dead.
Both the Pearl Harbor and Sept. 11 attacks had
another similar consequence: pushing the United States
into war.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared Dec. 7,
1941, “a day which will live in infamy” and signed the
Declaration of War against Japan the following day.
Adm. Mike Mullen, chief of naval operations,
described what the United States was up against when
it entered World War II during a late October visit to
Oklahoma City.
“Things were tough,” Mullen said. “Our fleet had
taken a devastating blow. Japanese troops occupied

Photo by Tech Sgt. Shane Cuomo

The Courtyard of Heroes in the Pacific Air Forces headquarters building at Hickam Air Force Base,
Hawaii is dedicated to the service members who lost their lives during the Dec. 7, 1941 surprise
Japanese attack on military installations on the Hawaiian island of Oahu.

Korea, China and would soon take over the Malaysian
peninsula, Singapore and the Philippines.”
Nazi Germany, which already controlled a vast
empire, declared war on the United States four days after
the Pearl Harbor attack, Mullen noted.
Despite different challenges in the Atlantic and
Pacific theaters, Mullen said, they ultimately boiled
down to a common denominator.
“There were clearly two competing visions of the
world: one of freedom, the other of tyranny,” he said.
“And tyranny appeared to have the upper hand.”
Mullen urged his Oklahoma City audience to “fast
forward to today” and the global war on terror.
“If the attack on the destroyer Cole, the treachery
of 9-11, if events across the globe from London to
Lebanon, Baghdad to Bali, from Pyongyang to Tehran,
have taught us anything,” he said, “it is that the struggle
we currently face is also about two competing visions
of the future and our vision of hope and prosperity and
a secure future for all children.”
In his National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
2006 proclamation, President George W. Bush noted
similar challenges facing the United States today.

“In the 21st century, freedom is again under attack,
and young Americans have stepped forward to serve
in a global war on terror that will secure our liberty and
determine the destiny of millions around the world,”
he said. “Like generations before, we will answer history’s
call with confidence, confront threats to our way of life
and build a more peaceful world for our children and
grandchildren.”
President Bush recalled the resolve President
Roosevelt demonstrated as the United States went to
war.
“We are going to win the war and we are going to
win the peace that follows,” Bush said, quoting Roosevelt.
He called U.S. troops fighting today’s war on terror
“a new generation of Americans every bit as brave and
selfless as those who have come before them” and said
they, too, will see the fight through to victory.
“Freedom is again under attack, and young
Americans are volunteering to answer the call,” he
said. “Once again, with perseverance, and courage and
confidence in the power of freedom, a new generation
of Americans will leave a more hopeful and peaceful
world for generations to come.”
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Candle fires and ladder falls – oh my!
By Lt. Col. Chris Froeschner
Academy Safety director

Illustration by Staff Sgt. Tim Jenkins

Ladders are the most dubious household tool out
there, and for good reason: we have a penchant for
falling off of them, especially while hanging Christmas
decorations. Last year, we had one of the Academy’s
own fall 15 feet from a ladder resulting in the fracture
of two vertebrae.
“Christmas Day holds the record for the highest
number of reported home candle fires,” said Lorraine
Carli, vice president of communications at the National
Fire Protection Association. “Consumers should keep
in mind if they’re going to use candles, they need to
place them away from things that burn. It is also
important to keep candles away from children and pets
to avoid the risk of having them accidentally tip over.”
Eighty percent of the cost of every ladder is to
cover insurance costs.
“Each year there are more than 164,000 emergency
room-treated injuries in the U.S. relating to ladders,”
said Mark Goldberg, spokesman for Memorial Hospital
in Colorado Springs, their emergency room visits for
falls increase as much as 20 percent this time of year.
Other interesting facts about home decorators and
their admittedly unsafe ladder practices from a recently
released Home Safety Council survey includes:
❆ 52 percent place ladders on uneven ground
❆ 47 percent reach farther than they should
❆ 38 percent decorate outside after dark
❆ 36 percent stand on the top two ladder steps (The

ones that have that sign on them saying NOT A
STEP!)
❆ 36 percent string plugged-in lights while using an
aluminum ladder that conducts electricity, leaving
them susceptible to shock or electrocution.
❆ 22 percent drink alcohol while using ladders to
decorate.
How do people stay safe while trying to win the
trophy for most spectacular decorations in the neighborhood? According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, here are some safety tips:
❆ Make sure your ladder is on firm, even footing.
❆ Place the base of your ladder one foot away from
the wall for every four feet up it reaches.
❆ Stay in the center of your ladder and don’t overreach. While climbing, always hold the side rails with
both hands.
❆ Don’t stand on the top two rungs.
❆ To reach a roof, extend the ladder at least three
feet beyond the edge.
❆ Keep the area around the top and bottom of the
ladder clear.
❆ Do not place a ladder in front of a door that is not
blocked, locked while closed.
And don’t drink and hang! Take ladder safety one
step at a time.
NFPA also reports candles caused an estimated
15,600 home structure fires reported to local fire
departments in just one year. These fires caused an estimated 150 deaths, 1,270 injuries and $539 million in
direct property damage.

Academy legal office: More than just wills
By Capt. Jay Bragga
Chief, Legal Assistance and Preventative
Law

Contrary to popular belief, the
Academy legal office does more than
just wills and notarizations.
While free will preparation is our
most popular service, we are available
for legal advice on a wide range of
issues.
They include wills and estate planning, divorce and child custody, adoption, name changes, citizenship, tax
filing, landlord-tenant disputes, the
Service Members Civil Relief Act,
powers of attorney, debt collection,
credit problems, and living wills.
Who’s eligible for legal assistance?

The primary mission of
the Legal Assistance
Program at the Academy
legal office is to support and
enhance the readiness of
members on active duty,
especially those who are
deployed.
Our goal is to support
the mission by helping
Airmen deal with their
personal civil legal matters.
For example, we do not want a member
deployed to Iraq to lose focus on the
task at hand because he is worried that
his car is going to be repossessed while
he’s gone.
We also seek to further enhance the
morale and quality of life for military

personnel by providing legal
services free of charge to
active duty family members,
plus retirees and their
dependents.
Are the people at the
legal office real attorneys?
All military and civilian
attorneys providing legal
assistance are duly licensed
to practice law before the
courts of one or more states
and federal jurisdictions, and are
authorized by the Judge Advocate
General to perform legal assistance
functions.
All legal assistance attorneys have
graduated from an American Bar
Association accredited law school and

have passed the bar exam of one or
more states or federal jurisdictions.
The Academy Legal Office is at
8034 Edgerton Drive on the second
floor of the 10th Air Base Wing
Headquarters building. Legal assistance
hours are Tuesdays from 7:30 – 8:30
a.m. and Thursdays from noon -1 p.m.,
both on a walk-in basis.
Members in uniform are given
priority. Personnel with true emergency
legal assistance needs, and cadets or
cadet candidates with schedules that
prevent them from attending during
current legal assistance hours, can call
the legal office to schedule an appointment.
For more information, call
333-3940.

Thanks For Your Service!
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Airmen take care of Airmen through AFAS
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

The founder of the Air Force Aid
Society, Eleanor Arnold, wife of
General Henry A. “Hap” Arnold,
worked for $1 a day.
The Society was incorporated in
1942 at the outbreak of World War II
to provide relief to Air Corps
members and their families, and it is
still going strong, helping Airmen
and their families with emergency
financial assistance, community
enhancement programs and education grants.
Last year, the Society aided
Academy Airmen and families with
$86,000 in emergency relief.
“It’s Airmen taking care of
Airmen,” said Master Sgt. Terry
Blansett, readiness NCO with the
Airmen & Family Readiness Flight.
He added every Airman needs to be
aware of what the Society can do.
The holidays may be especially
hard on families who may be hit with
unexpected and additional daily
living expenses, car repairs, medical
expenses not covered by military
health plans or travel for a loved one’s
illness or funeral.

to

“Things just
happen,” said
Sergeant Blansett.
“And bad things do
happen to good people
all the time.”
Sergeant Blansett also
said the Pikes Peak region
is a “very high cost
of living area”
compared to some
other areas around
Air Force bases, and gasoline
prices are at an all-time high. Both
factors can easily crimp a family’s
small budget and leave little for emergencies.
Airmen spouses new to the
region, in addition, may not find a
job right away, which can further
exacerbate already-stretched finances.
“Don’t let pride get in your way,”
he stressed. “If you have an insurmountable situation, give us a call,
and we’ll see if Air Force Aid can
help.”
Most Society financial assistance
is distributed as interest-free loans.
Donna Chavez, information
referral program manager for family
life education with the Airmen &
Family Readiness Flight, stressed
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emergency funds from
Air Force Aid are not
for luxuries and that
Airmen and families
must first exhaust all
other means of covering
emergencies before asking
for help.
“We are the
lender of last
resort,” she said.
Terms of loan
payback depends on the individual.
“We try to base payback on their
financial situation,” Sergeant Blansett
said.
The Society also funds child care
for parents volunteering at the
hospital, chapel, Red Cross and
Airmen’s Attic. Volunteer activities
must not involve resale, fund-raising
or social activities, however.
On the Academy the Society also
supports phone cards for deploying
members and the “Give Parents a
Break” program which gives spouses
of deploying members free child care
during breaks from parenting.
Airmen looking to help others
during the holidays may help fellow
Airmen by contributing to the

Society. Contributions are tax
deductible, and funds will be used
strictly for the Air Force family
world-wide.
In 2006, the Society funded $19.3
million for its global programs,
including 45 percent for emergency
assistance, 13 percent for community
programs and 42 percent for education assistance.
The centerpiece of the Society’s
education program is the General
Henry H. Arnold Education Grant
Program which provides $2,000
grants to cover tuition, books, fees
and other curriculum-required materials. The General George S. Brown
Spouse Tuition Assistance Program
provides tuition assistance to spouses
who accompany active duty members
on their assignments.
For more information on both
programs and eligibility, visit
www.afas.org.
To make a contribution to Air
Force Aid, make checks payable to Air
Force Aid Society, Inc. and mail to
either the Airmen & Family Readiness
Flight at 6248 W. Pine Loop, Air Force
Academy, CO 80840 or to the Air
Force Aid Society directly at 241 18th
St., #202, Arlington, VA 22202.

The Action Line is a direct link to USAFA's senior leadership. It should be used when other avenues have failed. Concerns
should be addressed at the lowest possible level in the chain of command and elevated as necessary. If satisfactory results
have not been attained by addressing the chain of command, call the Action Line at 333-3900 or fax 333-4094 or mail to:
Directorate of Public Affairs/ACTION LINE
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3100
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016
Items may also be e-mailed to action.line@usafa.af.mil.

JEWELRY TRAINING CENTER

JEWELRY CLASSES
How to Buy Diamonds

Nov. 25th or Dec. 2nd - 12-4

How to Buy Pearls and
Colored Stones

MARK J. BENTELE, DDS, MS, PC

Dec. 9th or Dec. 22nd - 12-4

NOW OPEN

Hands on, loopes &
microscopes provided
$50 a class or 2 for $85

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
Saturday and after-school appointments available.

2575 Montebello Dr W, Ste 101
between Union & Academy

3730 Sinton Rd. #105
1-877-Know JTC (566-9582)
www.KnowJTC.com

OR NorthGate Dental 12225 Voyager Parkway
INSURANCE, MILITARY, CREDIT CARDS, PAYMENT PLAN
719-268-7138 • docbentele@fangdoctor.biz

Did You Miss The Fall Deadline?
Don’t Miss It This Time!
Register your child with A3E3!
We are Now Enrolling for the
January Session!
• We Are Affordable
• We offer quality Education
for the Busy Active Child
• FREE Registration
for Military
M-W-F or Tues-Thurs
8:30a-12p
Executive Director Clint Frazier, MA, is fully licensed by the
State of Colorado as a counselor, teacher & principal.
We offer a classical education based on core knowledge,
with an integration of dance and drama

KENNELS

CAMP BOW WOW is Colorado Spring’s & Monument’s pre-

mier doggy daycare and overnight boarding facility. We offer daycare,
overnight care, grooming, and retail products for purchase. Find out
why we were voted the best “kennel” by readers of the Gazette!

719-528-5715
7850 N. Academy • www.A3E3preschool.com

10% ACTIVE MILITARY DISCOUNT OFFERED!
4295 Northpark Drive,
Near Garden of the Gods & I-25, 719-260-WAGS
18985 Base Camp Rd,
Near Woodmoor & Deer Creek Dr., 719-632-WAGS
www.campbowwowusa.com

Please
Recycle

#PP
ZPVSFWFLOUT
OPX
Weddings, Receptions, Christmas Parties,
Team Building Workshops, etc...
#PPLBUPVSOBNFOUOPXGPS
BOESFDFJWF0''

If Snow is on the ground... Cross Country Skiing, Snowshoeing...
IF NOT WE ARE GOLFING
#SJOHUIJTBEJOGPS5XP'SFF%SJOLT
8JUI1VSDIBTFPG%JOOFS&OUSFF
7BMJEUISPVHI%FD 

-VDLZ-BEZ%SJWFt8PPEMBOE1BSL
687.7587
XXXTIJOJOHNPVOUBJOHPMGDMVCDPN
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Singing groups in tune with Academy, audiences
By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

Academy vocalists have been singing nearly since
the Academy was established in 1954. They sing for
worship and praise, for honor, for country and for
entertainment. They spend long hours rehearsing,
perform without pay and travel many hundreds of
miles every year.
The Cadet Chorale, under the direction of Dr.
Joseph Galema, has performed in Carnegie Hall and St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, in Denver’s Pepsi
Center and for Super Bowl XXXIX in Jacksonville, Fla.
This evening the Chorale will present Handel’s
oratorio The Messiah at 7:30 p.m. in the Protestant
Chapel.
“We love to sing for others, particularly when the
concert honors or directly benefits the troops,” said
Chorale president Cadet 1st Class David Garcia. “We
know when we perform in venues like the Super Bowl
or the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade we humbly
represent the sacrifice of our Airmen in uniform
around the world.”
The group, from all Academy classes, rehearses
twice a week and enjoys monthly dining outs. Several
cadets have met their future husbands/wives in the
Chorale. Membership varies from 45 to 65 cadets.
“They are extremely dedicated,” Dr. Galema said.
“Preparing music is an intensive process and working
at a fast pace challenges every cadet.”
The Chorale premier performance was in 1958
with the Denver Symphony. Members must audition to
join, and their music ranges from classical to popular
to Broadway to patriotic.
“Many cadets come to the Academy from superior
high school music programs,” Dr, Galema said and
added some cadets have talent equivalent to university
music majors.
The Academy Catholic Cadet Choir with its 40plus members supports worship and musical experiences related to the Catholic chapel programs.
The group will present its annual Christmas
concert Sunday in the Cadet Catholic Chapel at 2:30
p.m.
Director Gary DeKler said the choir experience
parallels cadet experiences.
“We audition all of our singers, and we also select
all of them,” Mr. DeKler said. “Those weaker in some
areas are helped by others who are stronger. As long as
they have the desire to sing, we never turn anyone
away.”
The choir’s hard work and dedication routinely
pays off.
“We produce a remarkably high quality of music
regardless of our members’ experience,” he said.
Its repertoire encompasses traditional and contem-

Courtesy Photos

The Cadet Chorale fills the Cadet Chapel with song.

porary liturgical works, solid choral and military traditions and patriotic music.
The Catholic Cadet Choir has performed in large
and small churches across the country, including St.
John the Evangelist Cathedral in Milwaukee, Wis., St.
Patrick’s Cathedral and the Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C. They also performed
in conjunction with Pope John Paul’s visit to Denver in
1993 and in venues in Germany, England, Italy, Hawaii
and South Korea.
The 15 members of the Protestant worship team,
under the support of Chap. (Capt.) Steven Richardson,
specializes in contemporary, traditional, rock and
Gospel worship music.
They regularly perform for the 11 a.m. Protestant
worship service in the Cadet Chapel and off base for
churches that request them.
Chaplain Richardson said about half of the
members are new to the group this year, and the level
of talent is high.
“Many of our members have been playing or
singing for at least eight years,” he said. “They are
incredibly talented artists but never draw attention to
themselves.”
The group is cadet-led and cadet-supported, and
cadets pay for much of the equipment and supplies
with their own money. They also purchase equipment
for other cadets who cannot afford it.
“They use their own resources because they love
God and love to lead other cadets as they worship
Him,” Chaplain Richardson said.
“I think they would be just as happy to worship

The Show Choir pushes voices and muscles to the limit during performances.

even if no one else showed up.”
The Academy Singers, culled from the Cadet
Chorale, only sing a capella. The group of men and
women mixed voices is kept small, usually from 12 –
16 members.
Organized in 2000, the group’s music style ranges
from holiday to patriotic to popular to jazz and to doowop.
Academy Singers have performed for Association
of Graduates functions, receptions, reunions, retirements, promotions and dinners for distinguished visitors.
Out of the area, the group has performed at the
2006 Rose Bowl, the National Space Symposium,
World Presidents’ Organization and as opening act for
Jay Leno’s visit to Arnold Hall.
Cadet Singers’ director Dr. Galema said the group
is very dedicated and committed.
“Because of the small number of cadets on a part
and because the music is not accompanied, cadets have
to stand out as leaders on their part, yet be sensitive to
other parts around them.”
The Show Choir is a performing unit strictly
through musical shows of song and dance and the only
group on the Academy to combine the two.
Its fifteen or so active members represent all four
Academy classes, including one exchange student each
from the U.S. Naval Academy and U.S. Military
Academy this year.
The Show Choir draws from a repertoire of patriotic, seasonal, popular, traditional and Broadway selections. Performances are theme-related with appropriate
costumes, which complement the choreography.
All of the music is selected by cadets, who also
choreograph numbers.
The group has performed for a variety of events,
including formal military programs like award ceremonies and promotions, sporting events, community
service happenings, high school student and educator
gatherings and caroling in Fairchild Hall.
A highlight of the group’s performance schedule
was at the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space
Museum last year honoring retired Brig. Gen. Chuck
Yaeger.
Jean Cooley, the Show Choir’s director, praised the
group.
“In addition to being outstanding musicians, the
members excel in other areas as well,” she said. “Many
semesters members are awarded multiple honors each
year in several mission areas.”
Show Choir members enjoy entertaining and welcome requests. For more information, call 333-2673.
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Thanksgiving travels send cadets globetrotting
By Butch Wehry

“Rio is one of the most breathtaking cities in the
world,” Major Linares said. “Between the scenery,
the food and the friendly locals we were more than
satisfied.”

Academy Spirit staff

Uruguay
Academy management department’s Lt. Col.
Thomas Drape didn’t have to do any arm-twisting to
find cadets eager to accompany him to Uruguay
during the Thanksgiving break.
“There are many cadets interested in gaining a
greater global awareness who were willing to give up
either Thanksgiving or Spring Break in order to gain
this understanding,” said Colonel Drape. “We were
hosted by the Uruguayan Air Force Academy called
the ‘Escuela Militar de Aeronautica’.”
His four Academy cadets stayed with Uruguayan
cadets in their quarters and spent their time learning
more about their military or visiting their country
“The most exciting part of the trip was experiencing another culture and being taken around
Uruguay by natives,” said Colonel Drape.
“The best part of the trip was when we took the
road trip to Punta del Este,” said Cadet 2nd Class
Laken Stogner. “I enjoyed getting to see the countryside and the coast. It was a great bonding experience
as well.”
Cadet 1st Class Rhett Chase discovered a new
appreciation of his homeland.
“I learned just how thankful I am,” Cadet Chase
said. “I also learned even though there are cultural
differences and though we are miles apart, cadets are
the same just about anywhere. They were tons of fun,
and hearing about their experiences was amazing.”

made suits for the cadets. I think the consensus
highlight were the Loi Krathong festival and the
food.”

Argentina
Korea
Academy assistant professor of astronautics and
navigation, guidance and controls division chief Lt.
Col. John Seo took four cadets to the South Korean
Air Force Academy and other places.
The cadets shadowed their assigned escort cadets
by living with them in their dorm, eating Korean
meals in their “Mitches”, and attending classes.
“A discussion forum was held among the cadets
where they discussed the issue of ‘Honor’ and
‘Integrity’ said the Colonel from West Bloomfield,
Mich.
Reciprocal visits occurred some weeks ago
during Academy’s International Week where 16
international delegations were hosted.
The host escort officer, Maj. Hyun-Soo Kang,
made arrangements at Osan Air Base to see the 7th
Air Force’s Air Operations Center as well as the
Korean Air Operations Center on Thanksgiving day.
He also took them to see the Demilitarized Zone
which is only 40 kilometers from Seoul‘s 12 million
people.

Capt. Waldvoel Dieter, a Spanish instructor with
the foreign language department, took cadets to
Argentina.
“We were hosted by the Argentine School of
Military Aviation who gave us tours of their facilities,
The cadets stayed in the school’s cadet dorm,” said
the captain from El Paso, Texas. “They took us on
several excursions around Cordoba and we had the
opportunity to meet and talk with their school
director.
“The purpose was for cadets to experience air
force life in a foreign country, and to build friendships and relations among our militaries,” said
Captain Dieter.

Courtesy Photo

Cadets 1st Class Sean Ketterick, Raissa
Kliatchko, Christopher Stover and
Nicky
Hamayasu at the United State’s ambassador’s
residence at Baguio City, Philippines.

Philippines

Courtesy Photo

At Thailand’s Wat Prakeow is Cadet 2nd Class
Christy Wise, Cadets 1st Class Morry Jackson
and Blake Wong and Cadet 2nd Class Nick
Kennedy.
Courtesy Photo

Rio de Janeiro was the site of a Thanksgiving
Break visit for Cadet 1st Class Alex Watkins, Cadet
2nd Class Dave Zeigler and Cadets 1st Class
Jaime Martinez-Marrero and C1C Max Hinton.

Brazil
Maj. Luis Linares and other Academy instructors
took 60 cadets on international travels during the
Thanksgiving Break Nov. 21 to Nov. 26.
The Academy Spanish instructor from Coral
Springs, Fla., showed the cadets some of his favorite
parts of Brazil’s São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro.
“São Paulo is among the largest cities in the
world with some 25 million inhabitants,” said Major
Linares. “I took the cadets to the top of one of São
Paulo’s tallest buildings so they could see this seemingly never ending metropolis. I also showed them
the more ancient parts of the city such as the main
cathedral. We took in a soccer game between Brazil
and Uruguay for World Cup qualifying. The cadets
loved the ambiance and the fans’ passion during the
game.”
In Rio de Janeiro, they saw some of the main
tourist attractions such as the Sugar loaf Mountain
(Pão de Açucar) and the “Christ the Redeemer”
Statue on the “Hunchback” Mountain named
Corcovado.

Thailand
Lt. Col Pat Heflin, Academy management
instructor and 1989 graduate, took cadets to the
Royal Thai Air Force Academy as part of a broader
exchange program between several Air Force academies and the Academy.
“Our main focus was the Royal Thai AFA in
Bangkok,” said the colonel from Monte Vista, Colo.
“We met the superintendent, observed classes, visited
the outstanding vintage aircraft museum, attended
their graduation party and even played some pickup
basketball. We also ate several meals in their chow
hall, which turned out to be some of the best food we
ate on the entire trip.”
They did some cultural activities including a
festival known as “Loi Krathong.”
“It is a well known celebration where you float a
‘boat of banana leaves, flowers, candles and incense
and make a wish for the New Year,” Colonel Heflin
said. “We did this in the ancient Thai capital of
Ayutthaya, where we also rode elephants and looked
at ancient ruins. We went to downtown Bangkok
where we viewed the famous temple Wat Prakeaw or
the Temple of the Emerald Buddha. And of course,
no Thai experience would be complete without some
shopping, including some nice watches and tailor-

Corregidor Island, a crucial piece of the defense
of the Philippines during WWII, was probably the
last place anyone back home was thinking of on
Thanksgiving.
Capt. Steven Bury and his cadets were among
some of the ruins of the barracks, theatre and officers’ quarters, along with large gun batteries.
The “staff ride” gave the the captain and Cadets
1st Class Sean Ketterick, Nicky Hamayasu,
Christopher Stover and Raissa Kliatchko insight into
the incredible human toll World War II had on the
Philippines and more importantly the Philippino
people.
The first day was spent in Manila. Within an
hour of their arrival at Philippines Military Academy
on Nov. 23, the American group had a private
meeting with the PMA Superintendent, Maj. Gen.
Leopoldo Lawas Maligalig.
“I was overwhelmed by how we graciously were
welcomed at the PMA at Fort Del Pilar in Baguio
City by everyone we came in contact with,” said the
French instructor from Plainwell, Mich. They dined
with the PMA staff and cadets and were greeted by a
very long standing ovation when they entered.
They were invited as honored guests on the
reviewing stand at the PMA parade and passed in
review the next day.
The American cadets lived with their PMA
counterparts during the visit and were able to experience cadet life at PMA.
There were visits of PMA facilities, a local city
tour, a visit to the United State’s Ambassador’s residence and a visit with the deputy air attaché at the
U.S. Embassy in Manila.
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Familiarity breeds ‘just another game’
Bzdelik returns, leaves a winner
By Wayne Amann
Academy Spirit Editor

Both head coaches were adamant about calling the
Nov. 30 match up just another game on their schedules. The civilian media and the near-capacity crowd
of 5,606 curiosity-seeking fans were just as focused
on the sub-plot.
The most successful head coach in Air Force
men’s basketball history, Jeff Bzdelik, returned to an
emotionally charged Clune Arena for the first time
with his new team, the Colorado Buffaloes, amid
jeers, signs of “Traitor” and “Judas” among others
and T-shirts sporting a picture of the coach with a lined
circle through it.
Bzdelik left the Academy for a more lucrative
coaching gig in Boulder.
But, just as he used his trademark low-key intensity to guide the Falcons to a 50-16 mark and two postseason tournament bids, he led the Buffs to a 60-50
win over his former troops.
“If the fans want to have some fun at my expense
that’s OK,” said Bzdelik when asked about his reception. “I would like to get one of those shirts, though.”
What his team got him was the lead from the
opening tip they would never relinquish.
Led by guard Richard Roby’s 11 first half points
on 5-for-6 from the field, Colorado methodically
moved out to a 24-19 lead at halftime, despite a 159 rebounding edge the Falcons enjoyed during the first
20 minutes.
Anwar Johnson’s crowd-pleasing jam pulled Air
Force within 26-25 early in the second half. That’s as
close as the Falcons would get.
With Roby netting 11 points and Marcus Hall
adding 15, the Buffaloes kept Air Force head coach
Jeff Reynolds’ crew at arms length the entire second
half.
“They did exactly what we thought they would do,”
Reynolds said. “They carried out their game plan
better than we did. Tonight, Jeff Bzdelik was a better
basketball coach.”
Although the Air Force roster was gutted by graduation, one advantage Bzdelik had was knowledge of
the remaining Falcons, especially defensively.
Colorado used Bzdelik’s knowledge to limit his
former team to just 19-for-44 shooting from the floor,
including only 5-of-17 from 3-point range.
“We knew what they were going to do, they knew
what we were going to do, which made it interesting,”
said Falcon senior guard Tim Anderson, the lone
starter left from the Bzdelik regime. “We needed to
make shots when we had to.”

Bring your pom-poms
There’s a football pep rally for the Bell
Helicopter Armed Forces Bowl-bound Falcons
today at noon at the Palmer Center in front
of the Antlers Hilton Hotel, 4 South Cascade
Ave. The event features head coach Troy
Calhoun, team captains Shaun Carney, Chad
Hall, Drew Fowler, John Rabold and Carson
Bird, the Air Force cheerleaders, Academy
mascot “The Bird,” the Academy Drum and
Bugle Corps plus a banner fans can sign for
the team to take to Fort Worth, Texas.

Hall American
Falcon senior tailback/ wide receiver
Chad Hall was named to the third-team AllAmerica team as a specialist Nov. 29 by

Air Force forward Andrew Henke had a teamhigh18 points, half coming on three consecutive 3pointers down the stretch when the game was
no longer in doubt. Freshman guard Even
Washington was the only other double-digit Falcon
scorer with 11.
Roby tallied a game-high 21 points while Hall
netted 18 for the Buffaloes (5-2).
Bzdelik’s successful return snapped the Falcons (53) 38-game non-conference winning streak at home.
It was the third longest streak in the nation, behind
Duke (55) and Sam Houston State (40).
After the game Bzdelik admitted it was not a
typical game for him.
“I fibbed,” he said. “My emotions were all over the
map when I walked on the floor. For me, it was a
very big game after the fact.”
Reynolds, by contrast, stuck to his guns.
“You (media) guys made this game into Jeff
Bzdelik’s homecoming,” Reynolds said. “We knew he
was coming back. This wasn’t about Jeff Bzdelik and
Jeff Reynolds. It was about two college basketball
teams playing the next game on their schedules. That’s
how we approached it.”

Photos by Dennis Rogers

Colorado head coach Jeff Bzdelik shares a
moment with one of his former Falcons after the
Buffaloes beat Air Force 60-50.

Falcon freshman guard Evan Washington drives on Colorado’s Cory Higgins. Washington scored 11
points while playing all but one minute in the game.

Rivals.com. Hall is the first Air Force player
to be named since 2002 and the first offensive skill position player named since 1996.

Rabold bowl-bound
Falcon senior outside linebacker John
Rabold has been selected to play in the 2008
Hula Bowl All-Star game Jan. 12 in Hawaii.
He’s among the Mountain West Conference
leaders in tackles for loss, quarterback sacks
and fumbles recovered.

Crozier honored
After a first-place finish at the FHSU-Bob
Smith Open, Falcon junior Stephen Crozier,
competing at 165 pounds, was named the
Western Wrestling Conference Wrestler of
the Week.

INTERCOLLEGIATE
Men’s Basketball
Nov. 29 at AFA
Colorado 60

Falcons 50

Dec. 4 at DeKalb, Ill.
Northern Illinois 63 Falcons 52

Women’s Basketball
Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 at AFA
Air Force Classic
Falcons 85 (OT) Hampton 84
Utah Valley 78
Falcons 68
Dec. 5 at Greeley, Colo.
Falcons 56
Northern Colorado 53

Hockey
Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 at Springfield, Mass.
Falcons 6-4
American International 3-2

Boxing
Nov. 30 at AFA

Friday Night Fights (Winners)
132 lbs. Harvey White, (CS-20) dec.
147 lbs. Bailey Ball, (CS-04) rsc-3
156 lbs. Nathan Liptak, (CS40) rsc3*
164 lbs. Joseph Silvio (CS-26) rsc-3
168 lbs. Mike Tolzien (CS-10) dec.
170 lbs. Allan Cameron (CS-27) dec.
173 lbs. James Dunn, (CS-33) dec.
175 lbs. Matt Tasin (CS-25) rsc-2
182 lbs. Bruce Jamison, (CS-14) dec.
185 lbs. Chris Johnson, (CS-14) dec.
196 lbs. Richard Kenny (CS-37) dec.
*Boxer of the Week

Wrestling
Dec. 1 at Hays, Kan.
Fort Hays St.-Bob Smith Open
125 lbs. Zach Valdez, 1st
133 lbs. Derek Gillespie, 2nd
165 lbs. Stephen Crozier, 1st
Hvywt. Anthony Stegman, 2nd
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Falcons win thriller, drop title game
By Nick Arseniak
Athletic Communications

Kim Kreke’s free throw with 0.8 seconds left in overtime propelled Air Force to a scintillating 85-84 overtime victory over Hampton (Va.) in the opening game
of the 12th annual Air Force Classic Nov. 30 in Clune
Arena.
Senior Alecia Steele scored 21 points in the game and
surpassed the 1,000 point mark for her career.
After Hampton tied the game at 84-84 on a layup
with three seconds remaining, Kreke was fouled by
Ashlee Finley on the in bound play. After missing the first
free throw shot, Kreke calmly sank the second for the win.
“I wasn’t concerned about making the free throw,”
Kreke admitted. “(Teammate) Brooke (Cultra) and I
were joking beforehand saying of course we’re going to
win. You can’t go into a game any other way.”
Air Force struggled to hold a double-digit lead in the
second half and was forced into overtime when the Lady
Pirates’ Artavia Burns hit a buzzer-beating three-point
basket as time expired in regulation to knot the score at
73. It was the second time in the last three games an Air
Force opponent hit a buzzer-beating three to send a
game into overtime.
The Falcons were led by co-captains Pamela Findlay
and Steele, who combined to score 44 points and pull
down 18 rebounds. Findlay scored a career-high 23
points to go with four blocked shots and seven rebounds.
“They were playing tight on us so the drives and cuts
were open,” Findlay said. “Our post players did a great

job of hitting us on flashes to the basket. It was fun
tonight.”
Steele recorded her third double-double of the season
with 21 points and 11 rebounds.
Steele, who has 1,017 career points, became the 11th
Falcon to reach the 1,000 point plateau and just the
second since the Falcons moved up to Div. I competition.
“I put the personal things aside and am more
concerned about helping my teammates win,” Steele
said. “Of course I’m happy but I’m focusing on the game.”
Cultra was solid for the Falcons, scoring nine points
and grabbing 11 rebounds.
Hampton was led by Burns, who had a game-high
29 points on 13-of-19 shooting. Quanneisha Perry added
16 points and 10 rebounds and Rachel Butler scored 16.
Air Force shot a season-high 39 free-throw attempts,
making 26. Hampton kept the game close by dominating the offensive boards, 28-18.
Air Force led 37-30 at the half, scoring 24 points in
the paint. For the game, the Falcons scored 40 inside
points.
“We did what we had to do to win,” Air Force head
coach Ardie McInelly said. “We’ve got to learn how to
play with the lead and not let someone make a run at us.”
A 20-3 run doomed the bluesuiters (3-4) as Utah
Valley (8-0) rode torrid long range shooting to take
Saturday’s tournament title game, 78-68. The Wolverines
sank 14 three-point shots. Julie McMurray and Sandy
Marvin combined to drain nine-of-13 from downtown.
Marvin was named the tournament’s Most Valuable
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Falcon junior guard Brooke Cultra goes for a
reverse lay up above Utah Valley’s Robyn
Fairbanks. Cultra scored nine points and grabbed
11 rebounds in the Air Force Classic title game.

Player while the all-tourney team was comprised of
Findlay, Steele, Burns, Robyn Fairbanks of Utah valley
and Catherine Cain of Ohio University.

AF sweeps AIC, skates into first
By Dave Toller
Athletic Communications

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. - Air Force scored three goals in
the first period and held off American International College
for a 4-2 win in an Atlantic Hockey Association game
Saturday, at the Olympia Ice Center in Springfield, Mass.
With the win, the Falcons swept the two-game series.
The bluesuiters scored four power play goals en route to a
6-3 win over the Yellow Jackets on Nov. 30.
The sweep improved Air Force to 9-4-1 overall and 74-1 in the league, good for first place by one point over
second place Army. AIC fell to 2-8-2 overall and 2-6-1 in
the AHA.
For the second straight night, Air Force jumped ahead
of AIC and also scored a shorthanded goal in the period.
Freshman Blake Page scored at the 2:15 mark on an
odd-man rush. Fellow freshman Scott Kozlak led the rush
down the right wing and his shot was saved by Dan Ramirez.
Page cleaned up the rebound for his second goal of the
season.
The top line of Eric Ehn, Josh Frider and Brent Olson
gave the Falcons a 2-0 lead at 14:29. Ehn won a face off in
the offensive end and Frider gave the puck to Olson at the
top of the crease. Olson netted his third goal of the series
Photo by Dave Armer
Falcon Brent Olsen’s three goals against and his fifth of the season.
For his weekend performance, Olsen was named AHA
AIC earned the junior right wing AHA
Player of the Week.
Player of the Week honors.
Fencing

INTRAMURAL

Dec. 1 and 2 at AFA
Falcon Open
(Women’s Saber)
Crystal Yang, 1st
(Open Mixed Saber)
Michael Young, 1st
(Mixed Epee)
Daniel Trapani, 1st
(Open Women’s Epee)
Eliza Enyart, 1st

Basketball Intramural

Rifle
Nov. 29 at AFA
Nebraska 4,619

Falcons 4,499

Team
MDG #1
CES
306/MSG
MDG #2
SFS
Nov. 29
306/MSG 56
MDG #1 50
Dec. 4
MDG #1 60

W
2
2
1
1
0

L
0
0
1
2
3

MDG #2 48
SFS 34
MDG #2 47

Three minutes later, freshman Owen Kelly gave the
Falcons a 3-0 lead with a short-handed goal. Kelly skated the
puck through the neutral zone and into the AIC end. His
wrist shot from the left circle went through Ramirez’ fivehole (legs) and trickled over the goal line.
“We wanted to hit them with a knockout punch early
and we did,” Air Force head coach Frank Serratore said.
Neither team scored in the second period as Air Force
out-shot AIC, 10-5, in the stanza.
AIC made the game interesting with two power-play goals
in the third period.
The Falcons increased their lead to 4-1 when Matt
Charbonneau scored on the power play at 9:47 of the third.
It was his second goal of the year.
“Charbonneau’s goal was huge for us,” Serratore said. “I
give them credit for not quitting, they stayed with it.”
AIC answered just over a minute later when Bolognino
scored on the power play from Richardson. The Yellow
Jackets pulled their goalie for the final 1:15 and even had a
brief two-man advantage after an Air Force penalty, but the
Falcons shut them down.
Air Force out-shot AIC, 33-20.
Air Force returns home today and Saturday to host a twogame series with Canisius, in the Cadet Ice Arena.
It’s Toy Trick Weekend, the annual event offering fans
a reduced admission of $1 with the donation of a new toy
wrapped in plastic. All toys will be distributed to local children’s hospitals.

CES 46

SFS 42

Dec. 5
CES 71 (2OT)
MDG #2 63

MDG
CW

0
0

306/MSG 65
SFS 62

Dec. 4
Prep 72

MDG 57

Dec. 5
MSS/DRU 43
NSSI forfeit win

CW 39
Prep

Dec. 6
Games played after press time.

Over 30
Team
NSSI
MSS/DRU
Prep
DFL
306 FTG

W
1
1
1
0
0

L
0
0
1
0
0

1
1

Dec. 6
Games played after press time.

Bowling
Thru Dec. 3
Team
Retirees

W
68

L
36

Pins
38831

CW
68
36
38614
10 SVS
68
36
38483
DFCS
64
40
37469
LG
61
43
37735
MDG #1
61
43
37621
LGR
58
46
38103
DFBL
56
48
37871
DFC
52
52
37664
DRU
48
56
37038
DF
44
60
37443
MDG #2
38
66
33802
Prep
22
82
36479
BYE*
20
84
0
*Accumulates points if team bowling the BYE week does
not roll a certain score.
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Falcons/Bears bowl match up set
By Tim Simmons
Armed Forces Bowl Media
Relations

FORT WORTH, Texas —
The University of California
accepted a bid Sunday to play in
the Bell Helicopter Armed Forces
Bowl. The Golden Bears will
oppose Air Force in the fifth
annual football game here Dec.
31 at Amon G. Carter Stadium.
The game will be aired live at
10:30 a.m. (MST) on ESPN.
“I’ve been in this business a
long time,” said Tom Starr,
Executive Director of the Bell
Helicopter Armed Forces Bowl,
“and I can tell those who plan to
attend this year’s game they are
in for a treat. These two teams are
fun to watch.”
Air Force brings an impressive 9-3 record and its explosive
ground game to town while
California, ranked number two in

the nation at one time this season,
counters with a talented team
that has been one of the nation’s
powerhouses over the past several
years.
Cal is 6-6 after starting the
2007 campaign with five-straight
wins to be ranked second in the
national behind LSU in early
October.
Coach Jeff Tedford has led
Cal to four-straight bowls with a
3-1 record, including a 35-28
victory over BYU in the 2005
Pioneer PureVision Las Vegas
Bowl.
While Air Force features the
No. 2 rushing offense in the
country with 298.5 yards a game,
Cal is averaging nearly 400 total
yards a game.
The New Year’s Eve meeting
will be the eighth between the
two schools. Cal leads 5-2.
The Bears won the last
meeting, 56-14, in the 2004

season opener at Air Force. In
that game, current Air Force quarterback Shaun Carney became
the first freshman quarterback
to start the season opener for the
Academy as he compiled 164 total
yards and completed nine of 15
passes for 89 yards and a first
quarter touchdown.
Like Air Force, Cal will be
appearing in its 18th bowl game.
The Bears and Falcons have each
posted 8-8-1 post-season records.
While Air Force is appearing in
its first bowl game since 2002,
Cal has defeated Virginia Tech
(2003 Insight), BYU (2005 Las
Vegas) and Texas A&M (2006
Holiday) while losing to Texas
Tech (2004 Holiday).
The Bell Helicopter Armed
Forces Bowl will be the 23rd football game for Air Force in the
“Lone Star” state compared to
only seven for Cal.
Air Force has a 12-9-1 mark

Photo by Charley Starr

Then Air Force freshman quarterback Shaun Carney is
upended in his college debut by California free safety Matt
Giordano, 20, during the teams last meeting Sept. 3, 2004 in
Falcon Stadium, a 56-14 Golden Bears rout. Since that game,
Carney has become the bluesuiters’ all-time passer and allpurpose yardage leader heading into their New Year’s Eve
bowl rematch.

for contests played in Texas,
including 1-0-1 in bowl games.
Air Force and TCU played to a
scoreless tie at the 1959 Cotton
Bowl in Dallas while the Falcons
posted a 24-16 victory over Texas
in the 1985 Bluebonnet Bowl in
Houston on New Year’s Eve.
With three-straight wins and

six victories in their last seven
games to end the 2007 season,
the Falcons are the first school
since the inaugural Bell
Helicopter Armed Forces Bowl
game in 2003 to enter the Amon
G. Carter Stadium game with
more than seven regular-season
wins.

Calhoun, Hall lead AF conference honors
By Nick Arseniak
Athletic Communications

Air Force head football coach Troy
Calhoun and running back/receiver Chad
Hall were named coach and offensive player
of the year Tuesday in the Mountain West
Conference by votes of head coaches and
media. Calhoun was also tabbed the Region
5 Coach of the Year by the American
Football Coaches Association.
Calhoun is the first Air Force coach to
win the award in his first season and just
the second to ever win it, joining Fisher
DeBerry, who won the award in 1985,
1995 and 1998.
Hall is the sixth Air Force player to win
the conference’s offensive player of the year
award and first non-quarterback. He joins
quarterbacks Bart Weiss (1985), Dee Dowis
(1989), Beau Morgan (1996), Blane Morgan
(1998) and Mike Thiessen (2000).
Hall was named to the All-Conference
first-team offense as a running back and
was joined by center Blaine Guenther.

Outside linebacker John Rabold and
cornerback Carson Bird were named to the
first-team defense. Inside linebacker Drew
Fowler, a first-team selection in 2006, along
with offensive guard/tackle Nick Charles
took home second-team honors.
Quarterback Shaun Carney, tight end Travis
Dekker, defensive end Ryan Kemp and
safety Chris Thomas received honorable
mentions.
Air Force’s four first-team selections
are its most ever in the Mountain West
Conference and most since 1998 when the
Falcons placed five members on the conference’s first team as a member of the Western
Athletic Conference.
Hall led the MWC in rushing with
1,415 yards and set the school record for
single game rushing yards with 275 and allpurpose yards with 333 vs. Army earlier this
season. A third-team All-American by
Rivals.com, Hall was the conference leader
in all-purpose yards with an average of
208.7 which ranked third nationally. Hall
is also the only player in the nation to lead

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

First year head coach Troy Calhoun
helped lead the bluesuiters to their
winningest season since 2000.

his team in rushing and receiving.
Guenther was instrumental in helping
a young offensive line pave the way for
the nation’s No. 2-ranked rushing offense.
The Falcons averaged 298.5 yards rushing
per game and ranked second in the conference in scoring with a 29.4 average.
Rabold led the Falcons and ranked
second in the conference with 16.5 tackles
for loss. He also led the conference in
fumble recoveries with four and is among

MONUMENT FAMILY DENTISTRY
“We Care About You”

Dr. A.J. Gerathy Jr
& the staff welcome

Dr. Paul N. Cardon
to our team
Board certified in General Dentistry
22 years experience in all
areas of dentistry

Accepting new patients
325 Second St., Suite A
Monument, CO 80132

719-481-4949
www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

Photos by Mike Kaplan

Falcon senior Chad Hall was the
only player in the nation to lead his
team in rushing and receiving.

the conference leaders in quarterback sacks
with 5.5. He recorded 73 total tackles this
season.
Bird led the conference and ranked
seventh nationally in interceptions with
six which tied as the fourth most in school
history. He is one off the single-season
MWC record for interceptions. Bird was
second in the conference in fumble recoveries with three and recorded nine total
turnovers on the season.
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Military Appreciation Sale

Handel s Messiah tonight
The Academy Cadet Chorale presents Handel’s Messiah today at 7:30 p.m.
in the Protestant Cadet Chapel. The
chorale, accompanied by a professional
orchestra, will perform this popular
oratorio originally composed in 1741
by George Frideric Handel. Doors open
at 6 p.m. The event is free. Parking is
available in the Harmon Hall and Visitor’s
Center parking lots.

Tree lighting rescheduled
The Academy Holiday Tree lighting
ceremony is rescheduled for Dec. 12 at
the 10th Air Base Wing Headquarters
building. The festivities will begin with
a parade through the housing areas at 4
p.m., followed by the lighting ceremony
at 5 p.m. The event includes music, an
appearance by Santa and refreshments.

CADET CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Sunday
Reconciliation 9:15-9:45 a.m.
(or by appointment)

Mass - 10 a.m.
Weekday
Mon., Tues., Thurs. - 6:45 a.m.
Wednesday
Catholic Adoration - 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Mass - 6 p.m.

Protestant Services:
Sunday
Traditional - 9:00 a.m.
Hill Fellowship - 11:00 a.m.
Jewish Services
Fridays - 7 p.m.
Buddhist Worship
Wed. - 6:30 p.m. - All Faiths Room
Muslim Prayer
Fridays - Noon - Muslim Prayer Room,
Chapel Basement

COMMUNITY CENTER CHAPEL
Catholic Masses:
Saturday
Reconciliation - 3:30 p.m.
Mass - 4 p.m.
Sunday
Mass - 9:30 a.m.
Religious Formation - 10:45 a.m.
(Sept. - May)

Tuesday-Friday
Mass - 11:30 a.m.

Protestant Services:
Saturday
Contemporary - 6 p.m.
Sunday
Traditional - 8 a.m.
Gospel - 11:15 a.m.
Religious formation - 9:30 a.m.
(Sept. - May)

Military Academy Pagan Society
Third Thursday - 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
(For more info, call TSgt. Longcrier at 333-6187.)

For more information, call 333-3300.

The Academy Visitor’s Center Gift
Shop and The Falcon Shop in the Cadet
Field House are offering their annual
Military Appreciation Sale today-Dec. 16.
Savings of 20-50 percent will be on every
item in the stores. Discounts are available to cadets, Prep School students,
APF and NAF employees, active duty
and retired military members.

For more information, visit www.
aancoa.org.

333-3642 or Master Sgt. James Pautler
at 333-3940.

Christmas concert slated

Deer hunt

The Academy Catholic Cadet Choir,
Cadet Community Orchestra and a
cappella group, In the Stairwell singers,
present their annual Christmas Concert
Sunday at 2:30 p.m. in the Catholic Cadet
Chapel.

Toys for Tots

Holiday dining changes

The Academy cadets will sponsor
Toys for Tots this holiday season.
Donation boxes will be located through
the cadet wing and at the base exchange
for people to donate new, unwrapped
toys. Donations will be accepted through
Dec. 19. Toys collected will be distributed to children in Colorado Springs. For
more information, call Tech. Sgt. David
Hensley at 333-1058.

The High Country Inn dining facility
will be open to retirees and enlisted
Airmen and their immediate families
with ID cards for a limited time during
the upcoming holidays while Prep School
students are gone. Dependent ID card
holders must be accompanied by their
sponsor. Breakfast will be served from
7-8 a.m., Dec. 19-Jan. 2, lunch from
noon-1 p.m., and dinner from 5:30-6:30
p.m. There will be no breakfast Dec. 19
and no dinner Jan 2. On Christmas day,
the traditional meal will be served from
noon to 1 p.m., including several culinary displays. All meals will be a la carte
at low fees. For reservations, call Ray
Hoock at 333-9831 or Tim Dunn at 3334730. After the holidays, the High
Country Inn will resume normal operations and the dining facility will not
be open to retirees and enlisted Airmen.

Skate with Santa
The Academy’s Falcon Trail Youth
Center offers the Candyland Holiday
Carnival and Skate with Santa event
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Crafts,
games and an opportunity to roller skate
with Santa and his elves will be available.
Tickets for games are 25 cents. For more
information, call the Falcon Trail Youth
Center at 333-4169.

Angel Tree donations

AFAS grants available

The Community Center Chapel is
sponsoring an Angel Tree to help children on the Academy and the Colorado
Springs area. People take a tag from the
tree in the chapel foyer; buy the gift on
the tag and bring it back to the chapel
unwrapped by Sunday. The gifts will be
distributed by the first sergeants to help
members of their squadrons. The
remaining gifts will be taken to one of
the local fire stations for Christmas
Unlimited. For more information, call
333-3300.

The Air Force Aid Society is
accepting applications for the General
Henry H. Arnold Education Grant
Program, which provides $2,000 grants
to selected sons and daughters of active
duty, Title 10 AGR/Reserve, Title 32
AGR performing full-time active duty,
retired, retired reserve and deceased Air
Force members; stateside spouses of
active duty members and Title 10
AGR/Reservists and surviving spouses
of deceased personnel for their undergraduate studies. Applications are available at the Academy Airman and Family
Readiness Center, 6248 West Pine Loop
or online at www.afas.org. Applications
must be submitted by Mar. 7. Awards are
announced in June 2008. Use of funds
is limited to tuition, books, fees or other
curriculum-required materials. (See story
on page 13.)

A & FRF offers options
The Airman and Family Readiness
Flight is offering these seminars and
workshops:
-Should you own your own business?; today, 8:30 a.m.-noon: Provides
information from the Colorado Springs
Service Corporation of Retired
Executives on owning your own business.
-Area job orientation; Dec. 18, 910:30 a.m.: Offers an overview of the
local job market, employment options
and offers resources to assist with job
searches.
-Resume writing; Dec. 19, 9-10:30
a.m.: Provides information on different
types of resumes and cover letter styles
and how to improve your resume.
-AF Civil Service class; Dec. 20,
8:30 a.m.-noon: Provides information
on how to prepare and apply for a civil
service career.

NCOA meeting
The next Non-Commissioned
Officers’ Association meeting will be
Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. in the NCOA clubhouse on Husted Road next to the
FamCamp. A potluck and gift exchange
will follow. Membership is open to
all enlisted from the five branches of
the military plus friends of the military.

Tax volunteers needed
The Academy legal office needs
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
Representatives for the 2008 tax season.
Last year’s VITA representatives saved
clients more than $76,000 in tax preparation fees. All Academy enlisted, officers and civilians are welcome to
volunteer. For more information or to
volunteer, contact Tech Sgt. Timothy
Johnston at 333-3940 or timothy.johnston@usafa.af.mil.

Paralegals needed
The Air Force wants motivated
Airmen for retraining into the Paralegal
Career Field. The career field has immediate openings for Airmen in the junior
enlisted ranks, and some senior NCO
positions. Paralegals provide support to
commanders, first sergeants and other
key personnel on a broad spectrum of
legal matters. For more information, call
Senior Master Sgt. Barbara Lamb at

The Academy’s Natural Resources
office, in conjunction with the Colorado
Division of Wildlife will conduct the
annual base deer hunt December 7-9
and 14-16. All hunters are guided by
base or CDOW personnel, and Academy
personal safety is a primary concern.
Frequently used roads and trails that
lead into the hunting areas will be posted
with warning signs requesting that
personnel stay out of these areas.
All licenses for the 2007 hunting
season have been issued by CDOW. To
apply for future hunts, you must submit
a big game application to CDOW for
Game Management Unit 512 on the
Academy. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact the Natural
Resources office at 333-3308 or CDOW
at (719) 227-5200.

Deck the Halls
The Colorado Springs Chorale presents Deck the Halls, a family Christmas
musical, today at 7:30 p.m. at the Pikes
Peak Center. Tickets are $16 to $48. A $2
military discount is available. For tickets,
call the box office at 520-7469, visit
www.ticketswest.com, or any TicketsWest
outlet.

The 6th Room coming
An Amsterdam-based collective of
improvisational artists along with
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs
music faculty present The 6th Room at
the UCCS Gallery of Contemporary Art
today at 7:30 p.m. The performance
features dance, light and music with some
performers positioned simultaneously in
separate geographical locations on the
planet. Their actions will be streamed
through the Internet for projection on
the gallery walls. For more information,
call 262-3567 or visit www.gallery
uccs.org.

Free choir concert slated
The Soli Deo Gloria Community
Choir, brass ensemble, organ and percussion will present the free concert, Gloria!,
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church, 420 N. Nevada Ave.
The program features various works and
a sing-along of familiar Christmas carols.
Attendees are encouraged to bring a nonperishable food item for the Care and
Share food drive. For more information,
call Brad Peterson at 262-0614.

Academy Band offers concerts
The Air Force Academy Band’s
annual free Holiday Concerts are Monday
and Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Pike’s Peak
Center in Colorado Springs and
Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Colorado State
Fairgrounds Event Center in Pueblo.
Tickets are required. For more information, call the Academy Band event
line at 554-BAND.
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