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Word of the month: Persistent

Lone Sentinels pass the torch
Story and photo by
James H. Egbert
Mountaineer staff
A tradition more than 200 years old
continued Feb 8, as the 759th Military
Police Battalion greeted its new commanding officer and bid a farewell to Lt.
Col. Chad B. McRee, who formally relinquished command to Lt. Col. Laurence
C. Lobdell in a change of command.
The traditional exchange of the unit
colors from the outgoing commander
has developed over the centuries as a
symbolic gesture of the transfer of
responsibility to the incoming commander. It is also a sign to the Soldiers
that the old commander has willingly
passed the mantle of leadership to the
new commander and that he no longer
professes to have authority over the unit.
The symbolism represented in the
change of command ceremony remains
however, steeped in tradition, developed
from necessity and ingrained in the
traditions and history of the military.
Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham,
commanding general, Division West
(First Army) and Fort Carson, led the
ceremony with a short speech citing the
accomplishments of the outgoing commander and the battalion. Graham said,
“What we see here before us are some of

America’s finest Soldiers on the
face of the earth, the 759th MP
Battalion, the Lone Sentinels.”
One accomplishment the
759th made locally was performing rescue operations during
the blizzard of 1997 in Colorado.
In the past few years the
759th Military Police Battalion,
made deployments to Bosnia,
Southwest Asia, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba with the latest to East
Baghdad, Iraq from September
2006 to November 2007.
During this latest year-long
deployment in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom, the
759th helped train Iraqi police
forces and provided security.
McRee paid tribute to the After receiving the unit flag from Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham, commanding general, Division
Soldiers of the 759th saying West (First Army) and Fort Carson, Lt. Col. Laurence C. Lobdell, commander, 759th Military
how proud he is to have served Police Battalion, left center, returns the flag to the traditional guardianship of Command
with such a f ine battalion. Sgt. Maj. John E. Coleman.
McRee then shared his emotionLobdell said, “I look forward to the
filled personal thanks to his staff purpose to the organization.”
McRee is now temporarily opportunities and challenges that lie
and to “battle buddies” who made a
assigned to the Division West, G-3 ahead for the 759th.”
personal impact on him.
Lobdell comes to Fort Carson
McRee said, “To think, tomorrow before moving on to a permanent
following the completion of his most
we will wake up, no longer in command assignment yet to be determined.
Lobdell took the podium and made recent assignment in a joint tour as the
of the 759th. It will take some time to
his
brief remarks to thank the Fort antiterrorism/force protection officer
get used to. But again we all know
that it is time to let go and bring new Carson command for welcoming him for United States Southern Command,
ideas, new energy and a new sense of and his Family to the Mountain Post. based in Miami.

10th SFG Soldier educates students on Iraq
by Staff Sgt. Michael R. Noggle
10th Special Forces Group (A)
Public Affairs Office
Students from. Betty Stryker’s sixth grade
geography class at the Colorado Springs Christian
School were visited by a Soldier from the 10th
Special Forces Group (Airborne), Jan. 30.
Chap. (Maj.) James Griffin, 10th SFG (A)
discussed topics on the religious history of Iraq
and his own personal experience.
During his hour-long speech, Griffin held the
students’ attention with personal experiences in the
Middle East, photos of historical structures in Iraq as well
as a video presentation on Special Operations Forces.
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“I really wanted the kids to understand how the
events going on in Iraq today are tied to a spiritual
theme,” Griffin said. “The modern country of Iraq
has always held a very prominent place in biblical
history. It’s important that young people understand
the history of that region from a biblical perspective.”
The multiple-deployed chaplain gave his personal
insight into the U.S. military’s role throughout the
Middle East. Two areas highlighted were the Civil
Affairs mission and training of the Iraqi soldiers to
build a safer Iraq.
“If we can bring stability to that region, then I
feel that we would have a stronger position on the
global scene,” he said. “We can help the people of
Iraq to stand-up a strong and stable government.”

At the conclusion of Griffin’s speech, Stryker
thanked the chaplain for his time with the class and
his service for his country.
“We are very thankful for your time and presentation,” Stryker said. “I know the class learned from
your stories and we are very thankful.”
Griffin was appreciative as well but hoped the students could take some knowledge away from his lecture.
“I enjoyed talking to the kids,” Griffin said. “I
would hope that they remember the positive impact
that we are having in the region.”
He said, “This is an area of the world that will
continue to be in the news for many years and it’s
important that young people understand the dynamics
of what is driving the unrest and turmoil.”
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I think that the word of the month for February
should be either “love” or “commitment.”
February is the month that Valentine’s Day is
celebrated. Love or commitment is included in that
special holiday. Also, some Soldiers are coming
home from Iraq in February and love
or commitment would be perfect
to describe the Families’ feelings.
It would really just fit the
perfect description.
Love is perfect because
February is the month of love and
happiness. When the Soldiers are
gone, their families express a large
amount of love for their Soldiers’
return. The expression is used on
both of the sides: the Family’s side
and the Soldier’s side. It really just
says everything they’re saying in one word. Another
good word for February is commitment.
Commitment explains the reason Soldiers leave
their Families and why people get married. The
Soldiers are committed to their country as much as
their spouses. The couple is committed to each
other by heart. Commitment is what keeps a

‘

The Soldiers
are committed
to their
country as
much as their
spouses.

Post information
526-5811
Post weather hotline
526-0096

’

POST TALK
What does Black History Month
mean to you?

“It's a good opportunity to show
the contributions and milestones
we've accomplished from
past to present.”
Staff Sgt. Horace
McDowell

“Black History Month is a
time for unity.”
Sgt. Joseph Carter
Tax Preparer NCO
Fort Carson Tax Center

“It's about bringing cultural
awareness to the community
and an opportunity to experience
and become educated about a
different culture.”
Michelle Teets

Tax Preparer NCO
Fort Carson Tax Center

ACS Unit Service Coordinator

“It's an opportunity
for us to learn about
great people like
Maya Angelou.”
Sgt. Kelli Allred

Mountaineer editor
526-4144

Soldier going. The promise they made to their
Family and country to come back. Commitment
keeps a couple together and intact, in life or
death situations. These words mean a lot to our
Soldiers and their Families.
People everywhere on Fort Carson are touched by
these words knowing everything I say here is true.
They will think of how their Soldier goes on to make
sure he gets back to his Family. They
protect their nation from love and
commitment. They protect their
Families. The Families are kept
going from their undying love for
their Soldier and their country.
If you pick either or both of
these words, I know those who have
lost their sense of love will find it
again. Commitment will return and
they will send boxes of supplies
whenever they can. They will send
valentines and candy hearts on
Valentine’s Day, if their Soldier has not returned yet.
The Soldier will be more eager to return to their
Families at home, so pick one of these two words.
(Editor’s note: Keara’s essay was chosen as
the second runner-up in the Mountaineer word of
the month contest. The Mountaineer will run the
final selection next week.)

Tax Preparer NCO
Fort Carson Tax Center

“It's about my heritage. I
think you need to know who
you are and where you're
from. Without the past, we
have no future. I need to
know my ancestry so I can
have a sense of pride and
educate my children that we
are in a world of diversity.”
Sgt. 1st Class Bobby
Jackson
2nd ID Rear Detachment

News
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Prayer breakfast offers time to reflect
Story and photo by
Michael J. Pach
Mountaineer staff
In conjunction with the 56th annual
National Prayer Breakfast held in
Washington. D.C., Feb. 7, Fort Carson
conducted its own prayer breakfast
Friday at the Elkhorn Conference Center.
Command Chap. (Col.) Richard
Goellen opened the breakfast by
explaining its history. He said the
tradition started with Congress in the
1940s which eventually encouraged
the president to establish a nationwide
prayer breakfast to highlight the religious
and ethical foundation of our nation.
Since 1953 it has been held on the first
Thursday in February throughout the
nation and wherever Americans were
stationed around the world.
“Of course, this is Friday, so make
believe,” said Goellen jokingly.
“Why are we here?” he said. “It’s
an opportunity to stop for a moment
and reflect not only on who we are but
what we are. We are men and women of
this nation, men and women of the
Lord with a mission, and you’re very
aware of that mission via the uniform
we wear. We are in the “service” and I

Graham then shared an excerpt
from a devotional book by L.D. Cowman
entitled “Streams in the Desert.”
“I once saw a man draw some black
dots on a piece of paper. Several of us
looked at it and saw nothing but an
irregular arrangement of dots. Then he
also drew a few lines, put in a few rests
and added a treble clef at the beginning.
Suddenly we realized the dots were
musical notes and as we began to sound

think that’s a critical word. We have a
mission, which is to serve the nation
and protect the freedom of people
throughout the world. So we gather
today with that in mind, asking God’s
blessings upon us in all we do.”
Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham,
commanding general, Division West
(First Army) and Fort Carson, addressed
the crowd, saying that this is a time to
take a pause in our busy lives to reflect
and listen. He also gave high praise to the
chaplains and those who work with them.
“I often say that the chaplain is the
combat multiplier that most people
don’t realize,” said Graham. “If there is
one position in the battalion I can’t go
without, it’s the chaplain. Our chaplains
are everywhere doing important work.”
Graham then asked for a moment
of silence for fallen Soldiers.
“The Soldiers we lost are fallen,
but they’ll never be forgotten,” said
Graham. “I’d also ask you to remember
those Soldiers who are wounded. Many
of them have wounds you can see.
There are many that have wounds you
cannot see. Wounds are wounds. It’s
important that we know that and we
think about those Soldiers and know
that they’re healing, too.”

Computer Sale!

them out, we were singing, ‘Praise God
from whom all blessings flow. Praise
him all creatures below.’ Each of us has
many black dots or spots in our lives
and we may not understand why they
are there or why God permitted them to
happen. But when we allow him into
our life to adjust the dots in the proper
way, to draw the lines he desires and
See Prayer on page 6

Guest Speaker Doug Sterner addresses to guests at the National Prayer Breakfast.
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Online blood donation appointments available
by Armed Services Blood Program
The Armed Services Blood
Program is holding a blood drive at
Fort Carson March 6-8 from 11 a.m.-7
p.m. at the Special Events Center.
Last year, the community
helped Fort Carson not only reach
its goal, but exceeded any ASBP
blood drive in the past. The goal is
to do the same this year.
ASBP is pleased to announce that
blood donation appointments can now
be scheduled online. By visiting
and
www.militaryblood.dod.mil
clicking the blood drop button, donors
can select a convenient time and
location to donate blood for military
members in need through the Armed
Services Blood Program.
The new appointment scheduling
system allows donors to make
appointments to save lives 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Once an

appointment has been scheduled,
donors will receive a confirmation
notice. Outlook users have the option
of adding the appointment to their
Outlook calendar with the click of a
link in the confirmation e-mail message.

All who schedule appointments
online will also be sent a reminder
prior to the donation appointment.
Capt. Christopher Evans, Fort Bliss,
Texas, Blood Services officer in charge
said, “We are very excited about the

Photo by Douglas M. Rule

Spc. Corey Schlickman, Fort Bliss, Texas, left, checks the blood collection package as
Capt. Gregory Dorman, Fort Carson Public Affairs Office, looks on at Fort Carson's
Special Events Center March 22, 2007. Dorman was one of the military donors at the
Armed Services Blood Program U.S. Air Force Academy/Fort Carson blood drive.

We invite you to our service on
February 24, 2008

Come casual and enjoy great music, a challenging message,
and get a chance to meet some new friends.
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Location: Fountain Middle School Auditorium
326 Alabama Ave. • Fountain, CO
For more info visit www.thefusionchurch.com or call 719-238-7330
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The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
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Between

Northside
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598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

new online appointment scheduling
capability. We realize that our donors are
very busy and we hope that enabling
them to schedule donation appointments
at their convenience will increase
donations and thereby increase our ability
to care for the military community.”
The Armed Services Blood
Program collects blood from the
military, for the military. Donors are
needed every day to save the lives of
troops overseas and servicemembers
and their Families at home. In fact, a
single blood donation could save not
just one, but up to three lives.
For more information about the
blood donation process, blood facts,
donor eligibility and more, visit the
Armed Services Blood Program Web
site at www.militaryblood.dod.mil. To
donate blood at Fort Carson, either
make an appointment or show up at
the Special Events Center and you
will be taken in turn.

Bank from Home OR
Around the World with Internet Banking

FREE SERVICES

Thank You For
Your Service

• FREE Internet Banking

Fountain Valley’s
Community Bank

• FREE Bill Pay
• FREE Basic Checking

410 S. Santa Fe
Fountain, CO 80817

(719) 382-5643
www.coloradomountainbank.com
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Building up the Family

2nd BCT Care Team trains to care for each other
by Sgt. Rodney Foliente
2nd Brigade Combat Team Public
Affairs Officer, 4th Infantry Division
While the Soldiers of the 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, gear up their training to
prepare for an upcoming deployment,
their spouses are preparing for their
own battlefield.
Spouses continue to fill the ranks
of volunteers who will be responsible
for assisting Family members during
the next deployment.
In case of a Soldier’s death or
serious injury, the Care Team can
provide comfort and help to the
Family, said Connie Kallerson,
family readiness support
assistant, 2nd BCT.
The Care Team can
assist with such things as
cooking food, providing
child care, cleaning,
answering phones and
offering companionship,
she said. All Care Team
volunteers are required to
go through a block of comprehensive training.

“The training is awesome. By
using lessons learned from past
experience, the (4th ID) has been able
to put together this training program,”
said Kallerson.
“It can be very unsettling to go into
the home of a people
who
lost
their

spouse,” she explained.
“The training helps you focus on
what you need to do and gives you
direction on how to support the
spouses,” said Kallerson. “It’s a very
well-rounded program that gives the
volunteers a good knowledge
base on the things they’ll be
faced with.”
The last training session
was conducted in January
with 39 volunteers from the
2nd BCT, she said.
“By having volunteers
from within the brigade,
you’re more likely to know
them and be more comfortable with them,” said
Kallerson. “Being in
the military, very few of
us live close to home, so
it’s important to be
able to have immediate
and local assistance,
especially during such a
difficult time.”
“We’re an Army
Family,” emphasized
Kallerson. “We rely on
each other when the

Soldiers are gone.”
She said the possibility of their
Soldier being killed or injured “hits
close to home. That’s what makes
this type of care valuable. This is the
grass-roots support.”
Soldiers have told her that they feel
comforted by the fact that if anything
should happen to them, their Families
are taken care of by someone in their
own unit.
“It’s like a family connection
with a pseudo-Family member showing
support. It’s someone they know
volunteered to help and who wants to
help,” said Kallerson.
Her husband, Maj. John Kallerson,
brigade chaplain, 2nd BCT, emphasized
the importance of the training and
the need for spouses to get involved,
even if they don’t intend to volunteer
for the Care Teams.
“I think it’s very important that
spouses get some training and understanding on the stresses they will
have to face,” he said. “Care Team
training gives resources on how to
provide and receive care. Whether
they’re on a volunteer team or not,
we’re all affected as a unit.”
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Miscellaneous
1st Infantry Division — will be holding its 90th
annual reunion at the Crowne Plaza in Colorado
Springs on Aug. 20-24. Anyone who has ever served
with the “Big Red One’ or any unit attached is
cordially invited.
Details and reservation forms will be available in
the spring issue of the Society’s newspaper, the
Bridgehead Sentinel or after March 1 on the Web site:
www.1stID.org or by contacting: Society of the First
Infantry Division, 1933 Morris Road, Blue Bell, PA
19422, (215) 661-1969 or e-mail Soc1ID@aol.com.
Accident Reporting Workshop — sponsored by the
Fort Carson garrison safety office will be Wednesday
from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. The workshop is designed to train
current and newly appointed additional-duty safety
officers on Army Accident classification, reporting,
and investigation. The workshop will be at the
Education Center, building 1117, room 202C. The
workshop is free and open to the first 30 personnel
who respond. Point of contact is Donald Paglioni at
526-2109 or donald.paglioni@us.army.mil.
Joe Gmelch Wounded Warrior Welcome socials —
are held the third Thursday of the month at 3:30 p.m.
at Alternate Escapes to recognize wounded Soldiers
who came home separate from their units and did not
participate in a welcome-home ceremony. The next
social is Thursday and all are welcome.
Sgt. Audie Murphy Club Association — Mountain
Post chapter meets every Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. at the Family Connection. For more information
contact SAMC President Sgt. 1st Class Tavarise
Williams at tavarise.williams@us.army.mil or SAMC
Public Affairs Officer Sgt. 1st Class Bradley Shufelt
at bradley.shufelt@usar.army.mil.
New Medical Activity Detachment Correspondence
Department office hours — The Correspondence
(Release of Information) Office in the Patient
Administration Division has new hours, MondayFriday, 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., closed on federal holidays.
Call 526-7322 or 526-7284 for more information.
$10,000 Reward — The U.S. Army’s Criminal
Investigative Division is offering a $10,000 reward for
information leading to the conviction of the person
responsible for the death of Joseph Eric Barker.
Barker, a former Soldier, was found dead at the
sewage basin of the Fort Carson waste water treatment
plant, Feb. 21, 2006. Anyone with information
concerning this crime should contact Fort Carson CID
at 526-3991 or the military police desk at 526-2333.
$5,000 reward — The U.S. Army’s Criminal
Investigative Division is offering a $5,000 reward for
information leading to the conviction of person(s)
responsible for the theft of an M-4 Carbine, Serial
Number W156244, from the motor pool adjacent
to building 3292, Fort Carson, between 8 p.m., Oct. 30,
and 3:30 a.m. Oct. 31. Please provide any information
to the 41st and 48th MP Detachment, U.S. Army
Criminal Investigation Command, building 1816,
Fort Carson, CO 80913-4203. Phone: 526-0564
/3991. Case Number 0318-07-CID056-20360. All

See Prayer from page 3

put rests at the proper places, to separate
us from certain things, then from the
black dots and spots he will compose a
glorious harmony. When the organist
presses the black keys of a great organ,
the notes can be just as beautiful as when
he presses the white keys. Yet to fully
demonstrate the capabilities of the
instrument, he must press them all.”
“Each of you here today are instruments of God,” said Graham. “It’s my
hope and prayer that we can continuously
offer ourselves up as vessels for God and
to work through and trust the sacrifices
are not in vain. Keep our Soldiers in your
memories and prayers and your thoughts
each and every day as they serve the
nation in harm’s way in a far away land
so that we can enjoy a prayer breakfast

Military briefs
information will remain anonymous. This reward
expires Nov. 13, 2008.
Harmony in Motion — is looking for basses, tenors,
altos and sopranos. Singers have opportunities to travel and
perform for ceremonies and military and civilian guests.
Interested active duty Army, enlisted staff seargents and
below, please call 524-3618/3619 to schedule an audition.
$500 Reward — The U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Detachment is offering a $500 reward
for information leading to the apprehension and
conviction of the person(s) responsible for the damage
to U.S. government property and fires in motor pool
building 1882 on May 2. If you have information
about this or any crime, contact CID at 526-3991 or
the Military Police desk at 526-2333. The $500
reward offer expires May 11, 2008.
Officer Candidate School — Packet submissions
for direct select and local OCS Boards are handled by
the Personnel Actions Section, Personnel Services
Branch, Military Personnel Division, in building
1218, room 160. OCS direct selection is in effect
until Sept. 30, and there are still slots open. Contact
Tom Grady at 526-3947 for more information.
Warrant Officer Program — is available for all
Reserve component Soldiers who meet the qualifications. The Army Reserve Warrant Officer
Accessions team is located in building 8932, 4000
O’Connell Blvd. A $10,000 accession bonus will be
paid upon completion of the Warrant Officer Basic
Course. Contact Master Sgt. Brian Brownell at
526-6544 or brian.brownell@usar.army.mil.
Finance in- and out-processing — In- and outprocessing is held in building 1218, room 230. Use the
following phone numbers for more information: separations
526-8473/8476/1302; retirement 526-4233/4234/8470;
travel 526-9930/ 0507/0475; accessions 526-8479/8236/
4558; and chief of in- and out-processing 526-6230.
$5,000 Reward — The U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Detachment is offering a $5,000 reward
for information leading to the apprehension and
conviction of the person(s) responsible for the fire at
4467 Ray Circle on post. If you have information
about this or any crime, contact CID at 526-3991 or
the Military Police desk at 526-2333. The $5,000
reward offer expires Aug. 8, 2008.
The Wounded Soldier and Family Hotline —
accepts calls 24 hours a day, seven days a week at
(800) 984-8523. The call center offers wounded and
injured Soldiers and their Family members a way to
seek help to resolve medical issues and provides an
information channel to senior Army leadership to
improve the way the Army serves the medical needs
of Soldiers and their Families.
Food service special events — Family Readiness
Groups and units that conduct fundraisers by selling
limited food items are required to fill out an application
and checklist for their event. Contact Capt. Teal
Reeves at 526-7922, or Sgt. Misty Gordon at
526-7375 for details and a copy of the paperwork
needed. The application and checklist are also
available through unit Family Readiness Groups.
DPW services — The Directorate of Public Works is

here. Everyone’s going through
something. I would ask as you go
through your day-to-day business and
responsibilities to think about that.”
Guest speaker and Vietnam veteran,
Doug Sterner, talked about heroes and
what it means to be one. He spoke of
the heroic actions of the four chaplains
on the USAT Dorchester who sacrificed
their own lives to save others as the ship
sunk after being attacked in 1943. He
told the story of his favorite hero, Rear
Ad. Richard Nott Antrom of the USS
Pope, who, while in a Japanese prisoner
of war camp in World War II, stood up
for a lieutenant who was being severely
beaten. He also introduced Peter
Lemon, Vietnam veteran, Medal of
Honor winner and author of the book
“Beyond the Medal.”
“Whenever I get a chance to come

responsible for a wide variety of services on Fort
Carson. Services range from repair and maintenance
of facilities to equipping units with a sweeper and
cleaning motor pools. Listed below are phone numbers
and points of contact for services:
• Facility repair/service orders — KIRA
service order desk can be reached at 526-5345. Use
this number for emergencies or routine tasks.
• Refuse/trash — Call Larry Haack at 526-9237
when needing trash containers, trash is overflowing
or emergency service is required.
• Facility custodial services — Call Larry Haack
at 526-9237 for service needs or to report complaints.
• Elevator maintenance — Call Sharon Gayle at
526-1695.
• Motor pool sludge removal/disposal — Call
Don Phillips at 526-9271.
• Repair and utility/self-help — Call Gary
Grant at 526-5844. Use this number to obtain self-help
tools and equipment or a motorized sweeper.
• Base operations contract Contracting Officer
Representative — Call Terry Hagen at 526-9262
for reporting wind damage, snow removal concerns,
damaged traffic signs or other facility damage.
• Portable latrines — Call 526-1854 to request
latrines, for service or to report damaged or
overturned latrines.

Hours of Operation
Central Issue Facility regular business hours — are
listed below. Call 526-3321 to make appointments.
In-processing
Monday-Thursday from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Initial issues
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial issues
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Cash sales/report of survey
Monday-Thursday from 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Direct exchange
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial turn-ins
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Full turn-ins
Monday-Thursday 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Unit issues and turn-ins
Call 526-5512/6477 for approval.
Trial defense service hours — TDS hours of
operation are Monday-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
TDS is closed on Fridays except for appointments
and emergencies. Administrative chapters and Article
15 briefings are held Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1
p.m., and walk-ins are taken until 12:50 p.m.
Claims Division hours — are Monday-Friday 9
a.m.-noon and 1 p.m.-4 p.m. The office is closed on
federal and training holidays. Soldiers must attend a
mandatory briefing before receiving a claim packet.
At the briefing, Soldiers must submit a Department
of Defense Form 1840/1840R (pink form).

out and speak to a group of Soldiers, I’m
in my height of glory because you guys
are my heroes,” said Sterner. “I want to
explain to you today exactly what a hero
is in the hopes that when I am done, you
will want to be called a hero. First of all,
dying does not make you a hero. The
first thing about heroism is it’s an
attitude. Not all of our heroes are dead.
We need living heroes. With dead
heroes, all you can do is read a citation.
With a living hero, you can see what kind
of character makes a hero. Without living
heroes we could not look beyond the
medal. Being perfect doesn’t make you
a hero and being a hero doesn’t make
you perfect. It’s a responsibility when
you say ‘I want to be called a hero.’ Here
is what a hero is: A hero is that man and
that woman who have learned there is
something more important than me: my

comrades, my squad, my platoon, my
company, our way of life, our constitution.
(A hero says) I’m important, but next to
these, I’m insignificant and am willing
to give my life on their behalf.”
Sterner received a standing ovation
from the crowd and Goellen presented
him with a coin.
Chap. (Col.) Doug Castle ended
the breakfast with a blessing.
“I’m going to ask God to bless you.
Would you receive a blessing from
God?” said Castle. “Safety is not the
absence of danger. Safety is the presence
of God. Peace is not the absence of
conflict. Peace is the presence of God.
So receive this blessing from God. May
the God that created the infinite majesty
of the universe stand by your side and
lift you up to serve and may his presence
be with you forever. Amen.”
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Strikers celebrate Super Bowl at Taji DFAC
Story and photo by
Pfc. April Campbell
3rd Brigade Combat Team Public
Affairs Office, 4th Infantry Division,
Multi-National Division — Baghdad
CAMP TAJI, Iraq — Soldiers
woke up early to make their way to a
Super Bowl party at the Striker Dining
Facility here Feb. 4.
The event included door prizes and
snack foods, along with footballthemed table decorations — all due to
the combined efforts of family
readiness groups for the 64th Brigade
Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, MultiNational Division — Baghdad and the
dedicated dining facility workers.
“We wanted to do anything we could
to make it a nice party for the Soldiers,”
said Jennifer Marner, a military spouse
and leader for the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 64th BSB, 3rd
BCT, 4th ID FRG.
Marner helped to coordinate the
party favors, snacks and decorations
from the unit’s home station at Fort
Carson, after Warrant Officer Darryl
Goddard, command food service
technician with HHC, 64th BSB, told
her about the party they planned for
the big game.
Goddard and his fellow DFAC

workers put up decorations and laid out
snacks, mostly sent to the Soldiers
from the FRG.
In addition to the several averagesize televisions in the dining facility,
Soldiers were also able to watch the
football game on a projector screen that
was built and set up by the DFAC
cooks. The larger screen enabled the
partygoers to view the game from
wherever they were sitting.
The Soldiers did not have to crowd
around all of the smaller televisions,
said Goddard.
Upon arriving at the event, each
Soldier was given tickets, and a drawing
was conducted during the game’s
halftime show to determine who
would won door prizes. Among the
items given out were footballs, a

jersey and a Super Bowl towel set.
Soldiers who attended were
appreciative of the effort put forth by
the FRG and the DFAC. One of these
Soldiers, Spc. James Thomas, B
Company, 64th BSB, claimed his
prized Super Bowl towel set during the
half-time giveaway.
“I’m really appreciative that they
would think to send these (party
supplies) for the Super Bowl party. It
helps to lift the morale,” said Thomas.
While watching the game live in
Iraq was not exactly the same experience as it would have been stateside —
it did require him to adjust his schedule
and wake up a few hours early — it was
not entirely unlike it either.
“If I were at home,” said Thomas, “I
would be watching the game with the

same people I came (to the party) with.”
With the time differential between
here and home, Soldiers who follow
football get used to waking up at odd
hours to watch the games.
Pvt. Lindzy Moore, a chemical
operation specialist with Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 3rd
Special Troops Battalion, 3rd BCT,
4th ID, has managed to keep up with
the professional football season
during the deployment.
“Whenever I can catch a game, I’ll
watch it,” she said. “It doesn’t matter
who it is. I wake up early in the
morning, if I have to, to watch a game.”
For those here who do get up early to
watch football, the Super Bowl party was
an unusual treat. The Morale, Welfare
and Recreation centers here are the usual
hubs for catching a live game.
“I am grateful to be able to assist in
providing any extra joy to the Soldiers
here,” Goddard said.

Soldiers with the 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, Multi-National Division —
Baghdad, watch Super Bowl XLII on a large
projector screen during a party at the Striker
Dining Facility here Feb. 4. Food, decorations
and party favors were provided through the
combined efforts of the DFAC workers and the
64th Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 4th ID family readiness groups.
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Nurse Corps celebrates birthday
Story and photos by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff
The Army Nurse Corps birthday
celebrated its 107th birthday in style
Feb. 4 at Evans Army Community
Hospital dining hall. Almost 100 Army
active duty, retired, civilian and
contract nurses attended the tea,
complete with table linens and flowers,
in honor of the day.
The observance was in memory of
Capt. Maria Ortiz, the only nurse to be
killed from hostile action while serving
in Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Prior to 1901, nurses who cared
for the sick and wounded in military
hospitals were unpaid volunteers or contract employees. Feb. 2, 1901, Congress
made the Army Nurse Corps a part of
the Army Medical Department. Female
nurses were then part of the Nurse
Corps and were appointed to the
Regular Army for three years, with an
opportunity for renewal.
The first wartime deployment of the
Nurse Corps was in April 1917, when the
U.S. entered World War I. By the time
World War I was over, more than 21,480
nurses were serving in the Army.
The Nurse Corps (Female) was
renamed the Army Nurse Corps in 1918.
Having been given officer status
during World War II, Army nurses

faced hostile fire and capture by enemy
forces, but they continued to serve. By
the end of WW II, more than 27,000
nurses were serving.
A law passed in 1955 also allowed
men to be commissioned as nurses.
Changes came to the Army Nurse
Corps during the Korean War, as nurses also served in Mobie Army Surgical
Hospitals, and in Vietnam in
Aeromedical Evacuation.
Nurses today serve in Combat
Support Hospitals, in military hospitals

and in other roles. About 400 nurses
are at Fort Carson, including Army
civilians, contractors and Army nurses.
Many of those nurses were in
attendance at Monday’s celebration,
along with a few retired nurses.
The program started with a slide
show of historic photos about the Army
Nurse Corps.
Col. Diana Ruzicka, deputy
commander, health services and
nursing, introduced guest speaker, Col.
Kelly A. Wolgast, commander of Evans

Capt. Jacqueline Clements, assigned to the Warrior Transition Unit, looks over the
selection of desserts at the Army Nurse Corps anniversary celebration.

Army Community Hospital.
Wolgast spoke about her work in
New Orleans following the devastating
hurricane there in August 2005,
illustrated with photos she took during
the 40-day deployment.
Wolgast was preparing to deploy
to Afghanistan with the 14th Combat
Support Hospital, where she was
deputy commander and chief nurse,
when the hurricane hit.
“The 14th CSH had the people, the
stuff and the mindset,” she said. The 14th
CSH got its mobilization notice and
within three days was in New Orleans.
“When your country calls, you
have to be ready,” she told the nurses.
She described the conditions the
unit encountered in the hurricane
aftermath — no electricity, no water
and no communication; most cell
phones didn’t work.
“It was the perfect preparation
(for deployment), Wolgast said, “An
NTC (National Training Center)
extraordinaire.”
Wolgast joined the youngest Army
nurse, 2nd Lt. Tracy Zinn in attendance
as well as retired Col. Janice PiccioliFarinelli, and Ruzicka, in cutting the
birthday cake.
Afterwards, the crowd had tea,
desserts, scones, cake, cookies and
sandwiches.

Military Family Camp
Does your family crave adventure, excitement,
laughter and fun or just a break from the daily
stresses of life? Be a part of military family camp
at Young Life’s beautiful Trail West! Active duty
soldiers and their families will enjoy one week of
fun and relaxation in the beautiful Rocky mountains.
Families with a deployed spouse and single parent
families are encouraged to attend as well.

Space is limited, so apply now.
www.militaryfamilycamp.younglife.org
Ft. Carson contact:
Denise Haven (719) 526-5279
Email: denise.haven@us.army.mil
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Soldier returns after 20 years
Story and photo by
Pfc. April Campbell
3rd Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs
Office, 4th Infantry Division
Multi-National Division — Baghdad
CAMP TAJI, Iraq — In the room, lit only
by the sunlight streaming in from outside, the
Soldier uses his teeth to bite through the plastic
pencil wrapper. With the children waiting excitedly
in adjoining rooms, there is no time to waste
pulling out a knife.
The morning’s mission, delivering presents to
village school children in Bayrk, Iraq, was a far
cry from Sgt. Jeff Wilkerson’s previous two jobs as
a beverage distributing operations manager and a
hotel valet supervisor.
Wilkerson, 43, who spent almost four years in
the Army during the 1980s, said he was please to
return to being a Soldier — a job and life he loves.
After separating from the Army in 1986,
Wilkerson, who serves as an M1-A2 Abram’s tank
gunner with the 1st Platoon, D Company, 1st
Combined Arms Battalion, 68th Armor Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
Multi-National Division — Baghdad, missed
being in the military. When working as a civilian,
in many ways, he carried on the values of discipline
and upholding standards he learned during his
first enlistment.
“I regretted getting out (of the Army) every
day,” he said. “When I was in the civilian world,
people told me I acted like I was in the military.”
Wilkerson decided to re-enlist after the

719-389-4942

1313 Motor City Drive

maximum enlistment age was raised to 42 to help
boost Army recruitment.
“I’ve got a 21-year-old son and there are kids
(serving) who are younger than him,” he said. “I’m
still in shape and capable of doing a good job.
Maybe my service will mean that another young
guy his age will be able to return to his family.”
Before being transferred to his current
platoon, Wilkerson was originally assigned to the
3rd Platoon, D Co., 1st Combined Arms Battalion,
68th Armor Regiment.
Upon learning Wilkerson would be joining the
unit in January 2007, 1st Lt. Matthew Vigeant, the
platoon leader for the 3rd Platoon, D Co., 1-68
AR, was a bit nervous about having an older
Soldier coming on board.
“I’m really big about doing (physical fitness
training),” said Vigeant, “and I wasn’t sure a brand
new 43-year-old Soldier would be able to keep up.”
It was not long, however, before Wilkerson,
who can outrun many in his current platoon,
disproved Vigeant’s worries.
When a Soldier known as “Old Man” in the
platoon puts a lot of effort into keeping fit, said
Wilkerson, younger Soldiers are encouraged to
keep up and excel in their physical fitness.
“I hope I’m giving the young kids motivation
to better themselves,” said Wilkerson.
His hard work and positive attitude has been
recognized by his leaders.
“Wilkerson is the best Soldier I’ve ever worked
with,” said Vigeant. “His impact on the other guys
See Wilkerson on page 15

Sgt. Jeff Wilkerson, an M1-A2 Abrams tank gunner with the
1st Platoon, D Company, 1st Combined Arms Battalion, 68th
Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, Multi-National Division — Baghdad, and is currently
attached to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1-68
AR, high-fives a child outside a school in Bayrk, Iraq Feb. 2.
Wilkerson and fellow Soldiers delivered backpacks, pencils
and stuffed animals to the school children.
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Carson celebrates Black History Month
Story and photos by Rebecca Tonn
Special contributor
About 300 people gathered Saturday to
celebrate Black History Month at Fort Carson’s
Elkhorn Conference Center.
Patricia Rosas, Installation Equal
Employment Opportunity manager, welcomed
the audience and participants.
“Today we celebrate the blending and
uniqueness of cultures; today we celebrate the
beauty of being an American,” Rosas said.
She talked about American history and
the “vast wealth of accomplishments and
contributions made by African-Americans.”
Rosas also spoke of the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. “He taught us how one person can
make a difference. He taught us some things are
worth fighting for, some things are worth dying
for, and he taught us to care for one another and to
pass that legacy along to the next generation.”
When Master of Ceremonies Tafari
Lumumba, with the El Pomar Foundation, took
the stage, he performed an impromptu hip-hop
dance. Children and adults laughed as he “busted
some moves” in a suit and tie.
Singer Matthew Johnson, from Prussman Chapel,

opened the program, singing a gospel song a cappella.
A variety of groups or soloists performed,
including mimes, singers, dancers, hip-hop
artists, rappers and choirs.
Performance artist James Owens, better
known as “Da Clay,” said he loves ministering
and performing for youth with a different type of
hip hop — something that can change the world.
“If we can reach them while they’re young,
they have a better chance of staying out of
gangs,” Da Clay said.
Vocal group Essence of Faith, from Harvest
Time Redeeming Ministries, brought the crowd
to its feet. Most of the audience stood up, clapped
their hands and danced as the group sang.
Watching with a smile on his face, Staff Sgt.
Bernell Parr, 217th Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division said it was
a great occasion.
“It’s a bringing together of cultures. I feel
joyous that we can all celebrate together,” Parr said.

Above: The Olusaseyi Dance
Production showed off its
moves for the audience.
Below: Master of Ceremonies
Tafari Lumumba did an impromptu
dance for the crowd.
Above: James Owens, otherwise known as “Da Clay,”
performed for the crowd Saturday. Left: Around 300
people attended the Black History Month program at
the Elkhorn Conference Center.

Below: Panamanian dancers perform
native dances for the audience.
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ACS teaches cooperative parenting
by James H. Egbert
Mountaineer staff
During the process of divorce, Soldiers
may be struggling to redefine relationships with
their former spouse as well as helping their
children cope with the separation of the family.
Their struggles are often magnified by anger,
pain and the lack of knowledge regarding how
to support themselves and their children during
this trying time. Because of these issues, the
Family Readiness Center holds classes on
the first three Wednesdays of each month
on Cooperative Parenting and Divorce at the
SFRC building on Fort Carson.
The Cooperative Parenting and Divorce
class gives parents valuable information about
the process of divorce and practical skills
necessary to create a two-household family.
Divorce can be hard on the entire family, but it
seems children have the hardest time coping
with the changes in their lives. When parents
can put their differences aside and continue to
cooperatively parent the children, the children
will feel happier and more secure.
The cooperative parenting and divorce course
teaches about the redefinition of relationships
between spouses while creating a positive parenting
partnership on behalf of the children. Anger management and conflict resolution are also taught as
are learning techniques on how to negotiate childfriendly agreements that can make for more positive
interaction between the parents and children.
Jill Nugin, the advocacy program

coordinator at the SFRC, leads the class. She
said, “Colorado courts require the attendance at
a program like this, however, the program
offered by the courts has a cost and only has a
one-hour video to watch with a 20-minute discussion to follow up. There isn’t enough substance
to the program.” Nugin said, “The course we
have here at the SFRC is more in depth and
takes a little more time, but offers more tools to
the people going through the divorce process.”
There is an opportunity for both parents to
attend the same class together; however, it is rare
this happens because of the emotional volatility
of the situation. Because the classes are held
monthly, and parents can attend classes separately
at the SFRC or choose to attend similar programs
off post through state-run programs.
During the class session, Nugin posed
questions to the participants that identified
where each was in the process of dealing with
not only the former spouse but also the
children. Each participant gave similar answers,
but Nugin was able to identify characteristics
in each parent and present them characteristics
back to each of them as tools in learning how
to deal with their unique situations.
Each class session is informal, relaxed and
geared towards learning how to deal with the
stresses of divorce while keeping the children’s
best welfare in mind.
The class meets Colorado’s requirements for
divorce and child-custody courts. To register
for the class, contact the Soldier and Family
Readiness Center at 526-4590.
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Voters learn about candidates
Commentary by Chap.
(Lt. Col.) Greg Borden,
U.S. Army Garrison
In this year of presidential caucuses, debates and
primaries, we’ve all gotten a blurry glimpse of
America’s future commander-in-chief. He or she may
not have all the characteristics and traits that we may
admire. Our next president may even have a hidden
agenda that he or she wants to initiate into our culture.
How can we be sure to choose the best leader for our
country at this critical time in our history? Who stands
for those principles and virtues in which we believe?
If you use any Internet search engine and look
up the biographies of our past presidents you might
be surprised at what you find. We have had some
great leaders. Three of them were awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize. President John F. Kennedy was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for his outstanding work,
“Profiles in Courage.” Others have demonstrated
their courage and leadership prowess by standing up
in difficult times in our history and guiding the
citizens of America down the best path.
There is a popular TV program, “Are You
Smarter Than a Fifth Grader?,” that is challenging
millions of Americans with elementary questions
that could stump a Ph.D. Since this article deals with
Presidents Day, I thought it would be interesting to
see how much you know about our presidents. Here
are a few questions to stretch your mind a bit.
Fourth grade history question: Who was the
president after George Washington? The answer
will be at the end of this article for those of you who
have to know today.

Fifth grade English question:
What was the nickname of Andrew
Jackson, 1829-1837?
Third grade math question: How
many children did “Honest Abe,”
our 16th president have?
For a fifth grade science question:
Which “Rough Rider” president got
America involved in world politics
and won the Nobel Peace Prize? He
also was effective in the area of
environmental conservation.
Second grade religion question:
Who was our first Roman Catholic
president that at his inaugural
address said: “Ask not what your
country can do for you … ask
what you can do for your country”?
Those are a few thoughts to stimulate you to
recognize that the leaders we have chosen over the
past 200 years have contributed some good things
to the citizens of our nation and the world. The
day off will be acknowledged and appreciated by
most of us as we celebrate Presidents Day.
There is another leader who has impacted our
nation even more significantly than our past
commanders-in-chief. In fact, you don’t have
to be smarter than a fifth grader to know who that
is. For Christians in America, we have been
following his guidance since the founding of our
great nation. His leadership is paramount to the
success of our nation. Jesus is his name, but he is
not running for president of the United States.
However, he does want to be the main one in our

lives. He told his followers, “I am the way, the
truth and the life.” We can depend upon him for
guidance and good leadership. He can be trusted
and promises us hope for the future.
As mentioned in the beginning of this article,
during the next few months, we citizens of America
will be choosing a leader to guide our political
system and this government for the next four years.
It could be a daunting thought. With God’s help
we can make the right choice. I hope that we all are
smarter than a fifth grader when it comes to
making important decisions.
Enjoy the day off. Oh, by the way, here are the
answers for you that don’t want to look them up on the
web. 1) John Adams, 1797-1801; 2) “Old Hickory”; 3)
Four; 4) Theodore Roosevelt, 1901-1909; 5) John
Fitzgerald Kennedy, 1961-1963.

Community briefs
Miscellaneous
Fort Carson Town Hall Meeting — will be held
at McMahon Auditorium Wednesday at 6 p.m. An
iPod nano will be given away and child care is
available at the Child and Youth Services East
Center. To register for child care, call 526-2463.
4th ID Town Hall Meeting — all Family and
friends of the division are encouraged to attend.
The meeting will be Feb. 27, 6 p.m. at McMahon
Auditorium. Guest briefing by Col. John H. Hort,
live from Taji, Iraq. Topics will include Soldier
welfare and brigade mission.
Fort Carson Officer Spouses Club Scholarships —
for 2008 is now available. There are three categories:
high school senior, dependent child continuing higher
education and spouse. These are merit based scholarships. Applicant must meet either of the following
criteria: be a dependent or a current active member of
the Fort Carson Officers Spouses Club, or the Enlisted
Spouses Charitable Organization or a dependent or
spouse of an Active Duty Army, Army Reservist,
Army National Guard, retired Army, deceased or
missing in action Army, or Department of Defense
Civilian stationed in the Colorado Springs area.
The applications are available on line at
http://fc-osc.com, click on the community outreach
tab. Applicants may only apply for one scholarship
per year and must be received by March 31. Awards
will be published in May.
If you have any questions please contact Kay
Rambo at scholarshipinformation@fc-osc.com
Walking to Iraq — 4th Infantry Division is sponsoring
a program for Family and community members to
collectively walk 14,160 miles — the distance to Iraq.
This program is designed to help keep Families
healthy and let the Soldiers know they are thought of.
The next event will be at the Special Events Center
Saturday. During the event there will opportunities to
send video message to the troops, games and activities
for children, as well as photos with the Easter Bunny.
Door prizes are also going to be given out along with
information about staying healthy while walking.
Creative movement class — School District 8 and
the city of Colorado Springs Therapeutic Recreation
Program are proud to sponsor an exciting series of
classes designed to enhance your child's creative
thinking and imagination. Join us for this program
series designed for children 1-2 years old with and
without disabilities. The program will include
movement to music, cooperative play, sensory integration and perceptual motor activities. Parents/
guardians are highly encouraged to attend with their
children and siblings are welcome. Classes with be
held 9:30-10:30 a.m. on Wednesdays, Feb. 20-March
19 in the staff development room at the Lorraine
Education and Community Center, 301 E. Iowa
Ave., Fountain, CO 80817. The fee for the
five-week program is only $36. To register, pick up
a registration form at any School District 8 school.
For more information, contact Felicia Barnhart at
385-6964 or fbarnhart@springsgov.com.
Fountain-Fort Carson School District — has
openings for food delivery drivers and food service
workers. Call Dawn at 382-1334.
Donated annual leave needed for Fort Carson
civilian employees — Lou Ann Armstrong, Garrison
Resource Management; Helen Crow, Bureau of
Land Management; Carl DeFranco, Michelle Bower,
Derrick Richeson and Charles (Chuck) Woodson,
Space and Missile Defense Command; May Harris,

See Wilkerson from page 10

has been huge — by both talking to them
one-on-one and setting an example.”
Getting to know and become friends
with fellow Soldiers is a big part of
Army life, Wilkerson said. Adjusting to
more distant work relationships in the
civilian world can be difficult.
Being in the military again has
provided him with the camaraderie he
missed after he left the service more than
20 years ago, said Wilkerson.
“The friendship of fellow Soldiers
did not change (while I was a civilian),”
he added.

Army Community Service; Mary Gomez, Craig
Daniels, Military Personnel Department; Danette
Wyatt, Directorate of Morale, Welfare and Recreation,
Child and Youth Services; Michael Welsh, Directorate
of Logistics and Timothy C. Hensley, Training Support
Team, Directorate of Plans, Training and Maneuver,
Range Division, had medical emergencies and
have exhausted all available leave.
Armstrong, Crow, Harris, Bower, DeFranco,
Woodson, Gomez, Daniles, Wyatt, Richeson, Welsh
and Hensley have been accepted in the Voluntary
Leave Transfer Program. To donate annual leave,
call or e-mail Garrison Resource Management, at
526-1841/39 or lisa.hurtado1@us.army.mil to
obtain form OF-630A, “Request to Donate Annual
Leave.” Hurtado’s fax number is 526-3054.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets
to the family of Pfc. Joshua Young, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness to
his estate should contact 1st Lt. Charissa G.
Delp, 524-1326.
Claims against the estate —With deepest
regrets to the family of Staff Sgt. Gary Wayne
Jeffries, deceased. Anyone having claims against or
indebtedness to his estate should contact Capt. Kelly
M. Haller, 338-0725.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets to
the family of Cpl. Evan Marshall, deceased. Anyone
having claims against or indebtedness to his estate
should contact Capt. Ryan P. McCarthy, 338-2959.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets to
the family of Spc. Brandon Meyer, deceased. Anyone
having claims against or indebtedness to his estate
should contact Capt. Anthony Plana, 330-9502.
Claims against the estate —With deepest
regrets to the family of Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth
Lehman, deceased. Anyone having claims against
or indebtedness to his estate should contact Chief
Warrant Officer Clifford M. Baumback, 524-1556.
FCOSC Spring welfare fund distributions — The
Fort Carson Officers’ Spouses’ Club will distribute
charitable monies to nonprofit organizations that
directly assist or support Fort Carson Soldiers or
their Families. FCOSC is currently accepting
applications for these funds. Following a review and
selection process, the disbursements will be mailed
in late April. To request an application please
contact Lynn Engen, FCOSC Welfare Chairperson,
via e-mail at fc_osc@yahoo.com or mail to P.O.
Box 12886, Fort Carson, CO 80913. All applications
must be postmarked by March 15.
Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo Scholarship applications
— As a part of the Annual Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo
Parade held in July, Aleut Management Services, in
coordination with the Colorado Springs Chamber of
Commerce Military Affairs Division, sponsors
scholarships awarded to deserving Family members
of U.S. servicemembers killed or wounded in action
while in a designated combat zone. The applicant
must be accepted to an accredited college or university
or a current college student. Applicants must be
committed to attend during the 2007-2008 academic
year. Students who have already been selected for
full scholarships that will be awarded during the
2008-2009 academic year or have been selected to
attend a Military Service Academy are not eligible.
All applications must be postmarked no later
than April 30. Send all applications to: Military
Affairs Council, Attention: Rodeo Parade
Scholarship Committee, Colorado Springs

One Soldier who Wilkerson has
befriended is Spc. Derek Massy, a
M1-A2 Abrams tank leader with the 2nd
Platoon, D Co., 1-68 AR. The two met
while at the Warrior Transition Course in
Santa Fe, N.M., which is set up for
Soldiers who are returning to the Army
after having separated from the service.
While the two do not work in the
same operational area here, they live
in the same barracks warehouse at
Camp Taji. They find time after their
daily missions are complete to catch
up. The two joke about the age difference between themselves and the
other Soldiers.
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Chamber of Commerce, 6 South Tejon, Suite 700,
Ste. 110, Colorado Springs, CO 80903.
For more information, contact Brian Binn at
575-4325 or e-mail brian@cscc.org or the Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo Parade Event Manager,
Brenda Carender, at 262-7160 or e-mail
brenda.carender@aleutmgt.com
Fort Carson Red Cross Station and the Pikes
Peak Chapter of the American Red Cross offers
four free cardiopulmonary resuscitation classes
at CPR Saturday — March 1 at 9 a.m., 10:30
a.m., noon and 1:30 p.m. at the Special Events
Center. Registration is 20 minutes prior to the
class. For more information, please contact
Heather Walma at 785-2728.
Cub Scout Pack 264 on Fort Carson — offers
activities for boys in the first-fifth grades, including
sports and academics that help families teach ideals
such as honesty, good citizenship and respect. For
information on joining Pack 264 contact Cindy
Mathis at 559-8886 or cubscouts264@yahoo.com.
Consumer Hotline — Are you about to buy a car,
home, computer or other high-dollar item? Call the
Fort Carson Consumer Hotline at 526-6827 with
financial questions. A financial adviser will return
your call as soon as possible, within 48 hours. All
hotline information is kept confidential.

“We’ll tease each other about being
older — saying things like ‘How’s your
hip?’ or ‘Where’s the wheel chair you
came here in?’” said Massy.
In addition to the military
camaraderie, Wilkerson also enjoys the
work he is doing in Fahama, a rural
region in the Istaqlal district of
Baghdad, during his deployment.
“My favorite part of the job is
getting on the ground and interacting
with the people — especially the kids,”
he said. “I’m always handing out candy.
I like to see the smiles on their faces.”
One child, in the village of Jalatah,
even recognizes Wilkerson and comes

over to say hello to him when the unit
stops there, he added.
In the long run, Wilkerson plans to
serve his country until retirement, he
said. He hopes to earn the rank of
sergeant first class, if not higher, before
that time comes.
“As long as the Army allows me to
stay in,” he added, “I want to stay.”
Meanwhile, back in the Bayrk school
house, the smiling children swarmed
around Wilkerson and his fellow Soldiers
as they pass out the school supplies and
stuffed animals they brought with
them. The “Old Man” returns the
children’s smiles with one of his own.
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Sweetheart Banquet — Mark your calendars for
the annual Sweetheart Banquet, Friday from 6-9 p.m.
It is in the Elkhorn Conference Center and tickets are
available for a $5 donation at the door. A dinner,
speaker and entertainment are planned for an evening
of fun, laughter and romance. This evening is for married couples or couples who want to be married. Also,
spouses whose significant others are deployed are
welcome; you won’t be sitting alone. A slide show
of deployed Soldiers will be shown. For tickets and/or
child care reservations, please contact Susie Sims at
271-2940 or simsent02@hotmail.com.
Protestant Women of the Chapel — PWOC is a
group of women who meet weekly. All women in the
chapel community and vicinity are welcome. The
group offers Bible studies, praise, worship and
encouragement. The group meets Tuesdays from
9-11:30 a.m. at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel. For more
information call Jennifer Hinz at 559-5103. Free child
care is provided by Child and Youth Services. Please
contact Liana Henkel at 559-8792 about child care.
Heart Spa -- Bring a towel to the relaxing Heart
Spa where women are refreshed in Jesus. It’s Feb. 23
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., and is free. Child care is provided.
Call Chap. (Capt.) Lisa Northway at 526-4416 or Chap.
(Maj) P.K. Roberts at 526-7347 to make reservations.
THE ARMY CYCLE OF PRAYER
UNIT: For the Soldiers, noncommissioned officers
and officers of 82nd Airborne Division, headquartered at
Fort Bragg, N.C.
Army: For members of the Chemical Corps, who serve
to protect the force and allow the Army to fight and win
against a nuclear, biological and chemical threats.
State: For all Soldiers and their Families from the
state of South Carolina. Pray also for Gov. Mark Sanford,
the state legislators and municipal officials of the
Palmetto State.
Nation: For the Boy Scouts of America and its 1.2

Chapel briefs
Chapel Schedule
ROMAN CATHOLIC
Day
Mon., Wed., Fri.
Tues., Thurs.
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Saturday

Time
noon
noon
5 p.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.

Service
Mass
Mass
Mass
Mass
CRE
Mass
RCIA
Reconciliation

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Sunday
Tuesday

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
6 p.m.
11 a.m.
7 p.m.

Protestant
Protestant Communion
Protestant
Prot./Gospel
Sun. School
Sun. School
PWOC
Adult Bible Study
Contemporary
Christian-

Chapel
Healer
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Healer
Soldiers’
Soldiers’

Location
Evans Army Hospital
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Evans Army Hospital
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez

Contact Person
Fr. Gagliardo/526-7412
Chap. Coe/526-5769
Chap. Coe/526-5769
Chap. Coe/526-5769
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Fr. Gagliardo/576-7412
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Chap. Coe/526-5769

Evans Army Hospital
Barkeley & Ellis
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Ellis
Barkeley & Ellis
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Magrath & Titus
Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Pollok/526-7387
Chap. Mitchell/650-8042
Chap. Pies/526-8011
Chap. McBride/526-0478
Chap. McBride/526-0478
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Chap. Pies/526-8011
Mr. Love/526-5229
Chap. Lesh/526-8890
Pat Treacy/524-2458

PROTESTANT
Healer
Provider
Soldiers’
Provider
Provider
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers'
Veterans
Soldiers’

JEWISH
For information and a schedule of Jewish Sabbath services, call the U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Chapel at 333-2636.

Monday

7 p.m.

WICCA
Building 4800, corner of Harr and O’Connell

Rhonda Helfrich/338-9464B

NATIVE AMERICAN SWEAT LODGE
Native American sweat lodge ceremonies (He Ska Akicita Inipi) are offered to military dependents and Department of Defense personnel. These lodges are traditional
Lakota spiritual ceremonies for cleansing, purification and prayer, and are fully sanctioned and supported by the Fort Carson Chaplain Command. A Women’s Sweat
Lodge is set for Sunday at 1 p.m. at Turkey Creek. Please call the following for information and directions: Charlie Erwin at 382-8177 or erwincl@msn.com; or Zoe
Goodblanket at 442-0929.

million volunteers who regularly reach
millions of youths with its program of
citizenship, character developmental and
physical fitness.
Religious: For Soldiers and Families
of the Seventh Day Adventist church. Pray
also for the chaplains endorsed to military
service by this community of faith.
For more information on the Army
Cycle of Prayer, or to pray for items from
previous weeks, visit the cycle’s website at
www.usarmychaplain.com.

Daily Bible readings: To assist in regular Scripture reading, the
following Scriptures are recommended. These Scriptures are part
of the common daily lectionary, which is designed to present the
entire Bible over a three-year cycle.
today — Psalms 71, Exodus 39-40
Friday — Psalms 72, Leviticus 1-3
Saturday — Psalms 73, Leviticus 4-6
Sunday — Psalms 74, Leviticus 7-9
Monday — Psalms 75, Leviticus 10-12
Tuesday — Psalms 76, Leviticus 13-15
Wednesday — Psalms 77, Leviticus 16-18
Thursday — Psalms 78, Leviticus 19-21

Community
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Prices and offers valid February 15th – February 16th, 2008

Colorado
Springs
Location
Only

Little People, Big Smiles
Every Day We Shop
&
for You and Adjust Our
Prices to Beat Theirs, so
You Know We Have the
Lowest Prices Period.

save

100

$

799

$

98

If Sold $
Separately

899

98

Mark Wattles
Owner
Ultimate Electronics

Front Load Washer/Dryer Set

Ultimate Electronics is not afilliated with or
sponsored by Home Depot, Lowe’s and Best Buy.

3.1 Cu. Ft. Front Load Washer. 5.7 Cu. Ft.
Electric Dryer . LAUNDRYPACK7 contains: FTF530FS, FEQ332ES

Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Jeﬀ Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Welcoming New Patients
%ULDU9LOODJH3RLQW6XLWH  

America is at War...
Stainless 3-piece Kitchen Set
25.9 Cu. Ft.
Refrigerator

3!

ALL
Electric
Range

Dishwasher

179997

$

when purchased
as a set

25.9 Cu. Ft. Side-by-side
Refrigerator offers a 4 Button Ice
and Water Dispenser with
PureSource® Filter. Electric Range
with 5.3 Cu. Ft. Self-cleaning Oven
has an Advanced Bake Cooking
System and Ceramic Smoothtop
Cooking Surface. Dishwasher with
BIG Tub™ Design Holds 14 Place
Settings and has 4 Semi-integrated
Easy Clean Touchpads.
KITCHENPACK1 contains: FRS6HR5HSB, FEF368GC,
FDB1050REC

Colorado Springs

STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday
10am - 9pm • Sunday 11am - 7pm

The items in this advertisement were selected in
advance. If an advertised item is temporarily out of
stock due to unanticipated increases in demand or
manufacturer shipping delays, we will offer a comparable discount on a similar product or provide a
raincheck for the advertised item if possible. Our goal
is to maintain accuracy in our advertising, but type
and pictorial errors can occur and we may not be held
liable for such errors.

*Offer does not apply to limited quantities, final closeout merchandise, accessories and special orders.
Excludes select Yamaha, Bose, Sony XBR, Pioneer Elite,
Mitsubishi Diamond, Toshiba Cinema Series, Epson and
Alpine products and Simple Solution® to Home Theater.
The promotional offers in this advertisement are good
only for the dates indicated, while quantities last and do
not apply to previous purchases. Advertised promotions
not to be combined or valid with any other offers.
Participating stores only.

Blue Star Service Banners are Back

  


$'d
 

H    22I

   L
H   L I
  6*,+#)
H)#+I')&EH(+)%I

...and a tradition continues.

You Name It...
We Got It!

Support the wonderful businesses
& services that adorn the pages
of the Mountaineer.

Men and women in military uniforms are on the front lines of
our war on terrorism. In wars
past, a Blue Star Banner in the
window of a home showed a
family’s pride in their loved one
serving in the U.S. Armed
Forces and reminded others
that preserving America’s freedom demands much.

Every neighborhood has someone serving in the current war
on terrorism. As we steel ourselves for a long and difficult
war, the sight of the Blue Star
Banner in homes will remind us
of the personal sacrifices being
made to preserve our way of
life.
From the more than 4 million
men and women of The
American Legion, the American
Legion Auxiliary, the Sons of
The American Legion...and all
your fellow Americans...we say,
“Thank you.”

The tools needed
to r estor e disaster-ravaged lives
ar en’t always hammers
and nails.

The hurt of disaster cuts much deeper
than the eye can see. That’s why a caring touch
and understanding can sometimes be the most powerful tools of all.
When lives need rebuilding, The Salvation Army knows it takes much more
than the tools that come from the hardware store...it takes the tools that come
from the heart. So please give generously. Call 1-800-SAL-ARMY,
donate on-line or send your monetary contribution to:
National Disaster Fund
The Salvation Army National Headquarters
615 Slaters Lane Alexandria, VA 22313
W W W. S A L VA T I O N A R M Y U S A . O R G

•

NEED

KNOWS

NO

SEASON
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Tax center opens for business
Story and photo by
Michael J. Pach
Mountaineer staff
The Fort Carson Tax Center officially
opened its doors Jan. 28 in support of
the current tax season. A ribbon-cutting
ceremony was held that day to commemorate the event and Soldiers began
filing tax returns immediately afterward.
The tax center provides free
income tax services to active-duty
servicemembers, mobilized reservists,
servicemembers receiving disability
pay, retirees and Family members.
According to Capt. Craig Scrogham,

tax center officer in charge, preparers
filed more than 3,000 federal tax returns
and almost 3,000 Colorado returns last
year, getting more than $6 million in
refunds to Soldiers and saving them
more than $500,000 in preparation fees.
The center’s tax preparers are
Soldiers from units around post who
volunteer for their positions for about
six months. They receive in-house
training and attend a week-long volunteer income tax assistance program
certification course set up by the
Internal Revenue Service. Scrogham
and his noncommissioned officer in
charge, Sgt. 1st Class William Bennett,

Spc. Phillip Morgan, tax assistant specialist, helps Staff Sgt. Scott Hendrickson,
10th Special Forces Group, and his wife Julie Hendrickson with their 2007 income
tax return. "I really like it and it saves a lot of money," said Julie about the tax
return program. "It's one of the nice benefits that we sometimes forget about."

also attended a 65-hour H&R Block
income tax course as well as a week-long
tax preparation and tax law course at
the Judge Advocate General’s Legal
Center and School in Charlottesville, Va.
“This program is set up to
save Soldiers money on basic tax
preparation,” said Scrogham. “It would
be a shame for a Soldier to spend a
couple hundred dollars to get his taxes
done and pay for a refund anticipation
loan when he can come here, take 45
minutes to an hour to get his taxes
done for free and get his money in
seven to 10 days by e-filing. Paid
preparers do a lot of good, but for your
average guy or family to pay an exorbitant amount on a refund anticipation
loan is a shame because a lot of these
Families can really use that money.”
Scrogham explained that the tax
center is set up to help the average
person and there are some cases
when a client may need to hire a paid
tax preparer.
“The biggest challenge we have is
there are some people who have very
sophisticated tax returns with a lot of
rental properties, liquid assets, you name
it,” said Scrogham. “Sometimes a client
with very sophisticated accounts and
See Tax on page 24

Tax prep
checklist
Bring all of the items that apply
*Taxpayer’s military identification
*All W-2 forms
*Social Security cards for yourself and your dependents
Copy of 2006 or prior year tax
return
Power of Attorney or IRS form
2484 (if filing for spouse)
Mortgage interest statement
Student loan interest statement
1099 forms
Alimony paid and/or received
Court orders for divorce or
child custody
IRA contributions
Sales records of stocks, bonds
or mutual funds
Child care information
Itemized list of deductions
*required

Hours:
Mondays-Thursdays 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Fridays 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Also open Feb. 23, March 15 and
April 5 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Building 6284 on Woodfill Road

With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?
Adult Studies program distinctives:
7DNHFODVVHVDW3HWHUVRQ$)%RURQOLQH
6SHFLDOPLOLWDU\WXLWLRQUDWH
%DFKHORU·VDQGPDVWHU·VGHJUHHVDYDLODEOH
7DNHFODVVHVRQHHYHQLQJSHUZHHN
)LYHZHHNFRXUVHVDQGRQOLQHFRXUVHV
IRUEXV\DGXOWV
&UHGLWIRUSUHYLRXVFROOHJHFRXUVHVDQG
OLIHOHDUQLQJH[SHULHQFHV

Ask About
Our Special:

Hurry In Now For The

NO PAYMENTS
FOR UP TO 6
MONTHS!

GRAND
OPENING
Of Lorson Ranch!
Don’t miss this opportunity to own one of these conveniently located homes
at an incredibly affordable price! Located in beautiful Fountain Colorado,
this brand new master planned family community offers so much! With upcoming
neighborhood parks and walking paths, this is the perfect place to call home!
Located just minutes from the Powers corridor and multiple military bases.
This is one Grand Opening you won’t want to miss!

New classes begin soon!

Front And Rear Landscaping And Fencing Included!
For Details, Call Kacey At 719-237-5019.
To visit Lorson Ranch, take Powers to Fontaine & go east.
Once you cross over Marksheffel, you’re there!
Plus check out our new homes in Pueblo From The $130’s.
Call 719-584-2800 for more information!

Sundays 8/7c on ABC

www.premierhomesinc.com

)$,7+ZZZFFXHGX

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu
www.ccu.edu/usaf

&RORUDGR&KULVWLDQ8QLYHUVLW\LVDFFUHGLWHGE\WKH1RUWK&HQWUDO$VVRFLDWLRQRI&ROOHJHVDQG6FKRROV
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MEDDAC Martin Luther King Jr. Essay Contest:

“What Martin Luther King Day means to me?”
The Evans Army Community Hospital Equal Opportunity Ethnic
Observance Committee sponsored an essay contest in honor of Martin
Luther King Jr. The theme was “What Martin Luther King Jr. Day means
to me.” It was open to employees and their Family members. The 1st place
winner was LeAndra Marris, 2nd place Jade Daniels and 3rd place
Eugene Daniels II.
LeAndra Marris is 13 years old and is in the Eighth grade at Carson
Middle School. She is an active member in the National Junior Honor
Society and in the Eagle Pride Program. She participated in the district
spelling bee and is a yearbook editor. LeAndra is also a competitive
athlete in volleyball, basketball, cross-country and track. Her hobbies
include attending American Indian gatherings, such as pow wows,
learning about various cultures and spending time with her friends and
family. Her mother is a Red Cross volunteer at EACH and has been
volunteering in Publications since 2005.

Martin Luther King Jr. was a man of substance
and an individual who was true to his words. He
was not afraid to fight for what he believed and was
willing to face the outcome of his actions.
This day should not be the only time we reflect
on Mr. King, yet we should always observe the
privileges he had granted not only to African
Americans but to society as a whole. Paying respect
to him is a gesture out of gratitude but, I believe, his
legacy will continue to live only if we lived through
him and his beliefs that all individuals, especially
the black community, be treated equal.
In the aftermath of Mr. King's death, his family

fought to have a day to pay respect for his contributions
to society. When this day was granted, people rejoiced
and celebrated the fact that we could stop and reflect.
Presently, I believe this day is taken for granted
and little seem to remember what his true cause was.
Students will have no school on this particular day and
adults will have four-day weekends. Wouldn’t it be
better if students were in school, continuing their
education and reflecting on Mr. King's actions? It is
my belief that Mr. King would not want to take away
from an individual’s education or work load.
So on this day, I will reflect and remember a
time before mine when blacks weren’t able to go

so school with whites. A time when restaurants
were separated based on color, along with
bathrooms, drinking fountains and even buses.
The thought shudders me to think that my
best friend wouldn't be my friend if it had not been
for the Civil Rights Movement and the help of Mr.
King. I will try hard to imagine this time so long
ago but when I look around and see how far we
have come as a society, my heart goes out to those
who have fought for such equality. Martin Luther
King Jr. will continue to live through our actions
of equality and he shall live through me as I will
remember what he has done for all of us.
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See dealer for details

Must be active duty military, 18 years or older with a valid drivers license and military I.D. One
registration per person with a test drive. 2-yr pre-paid lease. 19 finalists will be selected by
drawing on 3/1/08 and notified by phone on 3/3/08. Finalists will be given a CD on 3/8/08 and
must be present at Phil Long Ford of Motor City. The finalist with the CD that has the sound of a
vehicle starting is the winner. Winner is responsible for taxes and must qualify for bank financing. 10,500 allowable miles per year, 20 cents per mile in excess plus damage beyond normal
wear and tear. Vehicle value MSRP $18,740. See sales associate for complete details.
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FROM PETERSON AFB GO EAST ON WOODMEN RD.
LOCATED IN THE FALCON — SAFEWAY SHOPPING CENTER
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Feature
To Sgt. M. Files — You are my heart my hope my help,
the passion that is me, the whole of which I am a part, my
peace my ecstasy. Love, your wife.
Happy Valentine’s Day to Mrs. Melody Parson-Allen who truly
is the heart of my life. Thanks for being so loving and mine.
1SG Bolton — Stanley God has blessed me with a handsome,
intelligent husband and a wonderful father. You are my
sexy Chocolate Wing Man. Love, your wife.
To Polina and Sasha — I love you both so much. Thanks
for being such a great wife and such a great kid. Hope your
Valentine’s day is so special. From Robert.
To Mom and Leo — Thanks for being so supportive and
helping us every chance you get. Happy Valentine’s Day
and welcome to Colorado. From Rob
Happy Vday Matt — Wish we could be together today.
Me and Cameron miss you more than you know. Can’t wait
to see you! Love, TEK
Melissa — Happy Valentine’s Day! I love you! You are my
best friend for all those times you stood by me. Love, Brian.
Happy Valentine’s Day! Keri you have always been my
eye candy. Every day I wake up I thank the Lord for sending
you my way. Love ya, Angela

M

Happy Valentine’s Day! Shawntavia you are the sweetest,
and you will always be my Valentine. Love ya, Mama
Happy Valentine’s Day! Kwantavia there is no other like,
will you be my Valentine? Love ya, Mama

essa

Sweetheart Giga — I LOVE YOU!! This is an important
day when I want to tell you how important you are to me.
YOU ARE ALWAYS IN MY HEART!!!! GIGO

ges

of

To Dyanah Negron — I thank God for blessing you with
faith, hope, endurance and above all Love. Thanks for loving
me as I love you. Your hubby

Jason — Happy Valentine’s Day!!! You’re my dream come
true! I love you so much sweetheart. Love, yours truly and
only, Nikki MUAH I WA U

With lots of love to my boochie bear on a loving
Valentine’s day Love, Calvin
Tiff — I love you more everyday. Thank you for being the
best friend I have ever had. Love, Tuck
To CJ from Brian — You are my friend, my wife and the
mother to my children. There is no money that could buy
nor gifts that could show how much I love you. Happy
Valentine’s Day to you. Montana, Colton and Cheyenne.
Layout by Jeanne Mazerall

Guillermo Ramos — Keep making us proud and stay safe!
Happy Valentines Day! And know that you make my
world go round! I love you baby! Melissa Ramos
Hey baby — I love you, would you be my valentine? PBRL4EVR
To Jeanette Reiser — Happy Valentine’s day from Iraq!!
I love you!! Sgt. 1st Class Logan Reiser
To Staff Sgt. Loren Bennett — We love you! Your Valentines
forever, Kelley and Kendall
Happy Valentines Day to Spc. Myles Simpson in Iraq —
With Silver Lions. We love and miss you. Come home soon.
Love, Tirzah, Andrew, Alanah and Brucie.
Sgt. John Reynolds — You’re not only our Hero, you are our
life! Love Niki, Matthew, Junior and Lissy.
Natalie — My love for you is a journey, starting at forever
and ending at never. Love you always and forever, Robert.

For Spc. Jeremy Wilder — Happy Valentine’s my knight in
greasy armor! I love you with all my heart and get through
each day just to see you again. From Sandy and children

Sgt Barfield — Have blessed days my love. You make
me incredibly happy, extremely proud and feel treasured.
For life, your love. Buggy Barfield

Happy Valentines Day 549th Quartermaster Co. Love,
Sgt. Reynolds and Family.

Jonathan — my valentine, I love you and miss you. Before
you, life had never been so sweet. God has truly blessed me.
Happy Valentine’s Day.

Happy Valentine’s Day Riveras!! The Reynolds Family

Christian — I love you
always with everything that
I am! I am so lucky to have
you as my husband.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Love, Monica.

Dear Nichole — Thank you for 14 fantastic years. I can
never repay you for your love and support except with my
undying love and devotion. Stephen
To Zulema Ford — Honey I love you not only for what you
are but for what I am when I am with you! From David Ford

To 1LT Jerome B.
Young — Happy
Valentine’s Day
from Marion,
Fabienne and
Nicholas. We
love and miss you
very much!

Sgt. Patrick
Loudy —
We love
you and
miss you so
much. Can’t
wait to see you again.
You are our hero. Love always,
Haylee and Vonners!

Te amo hoy y siempre y espero seguir juntos por el resto
de nuestras vidas. From princess

Happy Valentines Day — Jessie Hughes I love you very much.

To Saori — I will always be by your side, no matter how
hard it gets. With love from your husband

To Pvt. Steven G.
Nelson, B Co. — Hi
sweetie! Just wanted to say
hi and I love you. Wish we could
be together for Valentine’s Day.
See you soon! I love you!
From Rachel
Nelson

To D. Manuel — You are my very best
friend, an awesome hubby and great daddy. I love
you very much and will always support you. Happy
Valentine’s Day bubba!!

Dwayne — If you’re alone, I’ll be your shadow. If you need
happiness, I’ll be your smile. But anytime
you need love, I’ll be just me. Karin

Vicky, Lauren and Tim — I hope you all have a wonderful
Valentine’s day! I might not be home to celebrate with
you, but I know you fill my life with love every moment of the
day! Love Tim (Dad)

Kristy — you’ve been my favorite Valentine for
20 years. Each year you are more beautiful than
the last. Love, Tom

Happy Valentine’s Day — Love, Wendy, Dustin, Christian,
Stephen, Midnight and Sam.

Christopher Uperesa Alaimalo — Vested in your heart is all
my hope, as I must hope that yours is all in mine. Happy
Anniversary and Valentine’s day, battle! Your wife

My Enrique — Even after all these years you are still
my one and only! Je t’aime Amore mio! All my love always,
your Margharita.

Karl and Patrick — Happy Valentine’s day to
the most special men in my life. Ich liebe euch!
Michaela/Mama

To all the “sweet” staff at the North CDC — Your hearts are in
the right place. Happy Valentine’s Day. From Ruth and Laura

Wishing my favorite Soldier a happy Valentine’s Day with all
my heart! Happy Valentine’s Day Sgt. Cissna, Love Robnlin

Shaunna — 3 times a charm. Valentines day has not
been our best day. This year I will show you how deep
my affections run.
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Bonnie — You are my everything and my soul mate.
Happy Valentine’s Day. Ed

Staff Sgt. Michael Hollis — Saving all my love for
you on Valentine’s Day!! Can’t wait to see you darling, I love
you. Gabrielle

Daddy — You are the best daddy in the whole wide world!
We love you a whole lot! Love, Skyler, Sargeant and
Five-Star General Handy

Happy Valentine’s Day to G.G. — We love you, miss you
and can’t wait for you to come home soon. Be safe,
love Billie, Bree, Cheyenne, and Ciara.
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Dear Blake — Happy
Valentine’s Day! I miss you
and love you. I hope you
are having a wonderful day.
With love, Samantha
Happy Valentine’s Day my
“sweets” — May you
cherish the memories and
hold onto the dreams as
one day we will have our
days in heaven together. You
are the man who made my
world and I love you now and
forever!!! Love eternally, Shelby
Garrett Northway — You are the
best Army husband and ministry
partner an Army Chaplain could
ever ask for! So glad you are
mine. Love, Lisa
To Christopher Gazlay — Your love
means the world to me. It only gets better
with time and we have the rest of our lives.
Happy Valentine’s Day, Meredith Gazlay

My snugglebear — All the days you are gone is another one
closer to your return. You make me a stronger woman and I
love you always and forever! Your Smoochems, Alice Howard
Staff Sgt. Keith Reiss — Not a day will go by that you won’t be
on my mind or in my heart! I love you more! Staff Sgt. Gina Reiss
To Keeley, Joe’alle and Justin Claibourne — You are truly
the light in our lives. You make us so happy and we are
very proud of you and all your many accomplishments.
We love you with all our heart! Love, mom and dad
Happy Valentine’s Day Staff Sgt. P —
Congrats on your promotion! Love,
your boo and lil pea
Christopher — Missing you so much
and always thinking about you. Sending
all our love your way, love always, your
baby girls.
Happy Valentine’s Day to the love of my
life. You are my heart and soul. Wish you
were here but always in my heart. Tina
Sharon — Wishing you a loving Valentine’s Day.
I love you very much. You are my “sweetie” always
and forever. I love you. Fred
Happy Valentine’s Day 1st. Sgt. Ulloth — We love you very
much! Merline, Marcus, Jamel, Joe Jr. and Johanna
Chris — You’re my hero. I love you so much and can’t
wait until you are home. I miss you. Your wifey, Tracy
Staff Sgt. Bradley R. Johnson — Happy Valentine’s Day honey!
We love and miss you so much and can’t wait for you to
come home!! With all our love, Angela and Cameron
Sandra Michael — To my loving Valentine, I love you with
all that is in me; thanks for loving and caring for the kids and
myself. Love, Steve
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investments really should see a
Certified Public Accountant or a
financial planner.”
The tax center has 11 preparers
on staff who see a maximum of
nine clients per day by appointment.
Tax returns are typically e-filed
the same day they are completed
and refunds are usually received
in seven to 10 days.
“Probably the biggest impediment to a return being e-filed is if
a newly married spouse hasn’t
changed her name,” said
Scrogham. “If they write their new
name on the form but haven’t
officially changed it with the
Social Security office, the return
will automatically get kicked back.
The spouse can still file with her
old name, the last names don’t
have to match, but the last name
of the spouse has to match what
the Social Security office has
listed for them.”
To make the filing process run
smoothly and to save time, clients
need to bring all necessary information such as W-2 and 1099 forms
and figures for interest earned,
dividends, capital gains, retirement
and gambling winnings and losses.
Other time savers include working
out depreciation on rental properties
and calculating/tabulating

Community

deductions prior to your appointment. Compiling a list of deductions
is preferred to bringing in a
collection of receipts. Forgetting a
form or other important information
will delay the filing process.
Scrogham encourages people
not to wait until the last minute to
make an appointment and to be
patient if their appointment is
scheduled for later in the season.
“I understand that a lot of
people want their money now, but
if you have an appointment later
in the season, try and be patient
because $200 is a lot of money to
spend to get your taxes prepared
by a paid preparer,” said Scrogham.
“Although it’s nice to have money
now, if you can hold off a couple of
weeks or maybe a month to save a
couple hundred dollars, I’d definitely
encourage people to do that.”
Although April 15 is the last
day returns can be e-filed, the tax
center will be open for at least two
weeks beyond that deadline to
assist those with extensions.
Remember that Soldiers who are
redeploying from a combat zone
have an automatic 180-day filing
extension and any time served
between Jan. 1 and April 15 will
be added to the 180 days.
To make an appointment
call the tax center at 524-1012
or 524-1013.

Photo by Pfc. April Campbell

Sip of coffee
Sheik Emad Abdul-Settar Muhammad, the sheik leader for the region of Fahama, Iraq,
offers a cup of coffee to Cpl. Kyle Pedigo, a medic with Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 1st Combined Arms Battalion, 68th Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, on the patio at his home in the village of Fahama, Iraq,
Jan. 27. The sheik treated the Soldiers to coffee when they visited his home.

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.
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Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

Shop for your Next Car at
DODCARS.com
Contact Military Specialists

Ivan Muniz or David Johnson

1-888-876-7604
Miles Certiﬁed Dealer

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

Community

1835
S. ACADEMY
3235
E. Platte
Ave., Ste. B
(NE Corner of Chelton & Academy in the Bally Plaza)

622-3080

Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9:30 - Noon
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Police blotter
The following crimes were committed on the Fort Carson installation between Jan. 31-Feb. 6.
Desertion and AWOL crimes
__3_ servicemembers were cited with AWOL
— failed to go to place of duty.
Motor vehicle crimes
__3_ servicemembers were cited with driving
under the influence of alcohol.
__1_ civilian was cited with open container
in a vehicle.
__2_ servicemembers were cited for driving
vehicle with excessive alcohol content
greater than .08.
__1_ civilian was cited for driving vehicle with
excessive alcohol content greater than .08.
__2_ civilians were cited for driving under the
influence of drugs.
Drug and alcohol crimes (not including
motor vehicles)
__1_ servicemember was cited for
possession of marijuana.
__1_ civilians were cited for possession
of 1 oz. or less of marijuana.
__1_ servicemember was cited for illegal
consumption of ethyl alcohol by
underage person.

Miscellaneous crimes
__2_ servicemembers were cited with
domestic — civilian female victim.
__2_ servicemembers were cited with assault,
consummated by battery.
__1_ servicemember was cited with false
official statement.
__2_ servicemembers were cited with larceny
of AAFES property.
__2_ servicemembers were cited with failed
to obey general order — weapons.
__2_ servicemembers
were cited with
assault on a
peace officer.
__2_ servicemembers
were cited with
simple assault by
threats.
__2_ servicemembers
were cited
with resisting
apprehension.
__2_ servicemembers
were cited with
unlawful possession of a weapon.

__4_ servicemembers were cited with
child abuse.
__1_ servicemember was cited with false
official statement.
__2_ civilians were cited with obstruction
of telecommunications.
__1_ civilian was cited with domestic-military
female victim.
__1_ civilian was cited with harassing
communication.

30 Cars
Under
$9,995

Used Car
Super Store
DAVE SOLON NISSAN/SUBARU

DAVE SOLON KIA
2007 LEXUS IS-250
AWD
All wheel drive, #K7032B

$31,950

2003 Ford Sport Trac

Low miles, 4x4, #P70324A

$13,950

2005 Jeep Wrangler 2006 Nissan Sentra
4x4

9k miles, 4.0L, #P70338

$18,950

2005 Mustang GT

Great miles, #K70224B

$19,950

Bad Boy
6 Speed,, Low
Lo miles, P70378

$15,950

2003 Jeep Liberty
Renegade
Awesome!
es and shape, #P70387
Good miles

$11,950

1997 Toyota T-100

# N8395A

$9,995

2007 Nissan Xterra S

# P8108

$20,995

2000 Mitsubishi Eclipse GT

#N8153A

$9,995

2005 Subaru STI

#P8100

$27,995

2001 BMW 325i

#N85425A

$13,595

2004 Toyota
ota Tundra

#8104A

$22,995

1560 Auto Mal
Mall Loop
p

2525
525 US H
Hwy 5
50 West
st

Colorado Springs, CO 80920

Pueblo, CO 81008

719-785-6100

719-545-4145 or 888-550-4145 toll-free
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‘Schultz
tournament’

Army
wrestlers
match up
with best
in the
world
Story and photos by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
World Class Athlete Program wrestlers earned
two silver medals and a bronze medal at the 2008
Dave Schultz Memorial International wrestling
competition at the U.S. Olympic Training Center
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Dremiel Byers and Keith Sieracki earned silver
medals while Iris Smith earned a bronze medal in
competition that saw some of the top international
wrestlers competing in an Olympic-style event.
The tournament drew many of the athletes that will
be in prime position to represent their country
in the Beijing Olympics this year.
Byers, Sieracki and Smith certainly proved they
will be in the running for a spot on the U.S. Olympic

World Class Athlete Program wrestler Keith Sieracki, top, pins his Cuban opponent to the mat during his match Saturday
at the U.S. Olympic Training Center.
team after each of them turned in impressive showings
at the competition. Sieracki earned a silver medal
Saturday in an event he said he gets geared up for
because it is a chance to wrestle at home with family
and friends being able to watch him. He dropped a
razor-thin decision to his opponent and afterwards
said he is excited to be a part of the event.
“This is a good time for me because it gives my
fellow Soldiers, Family members and other people
a chance to see me wrestle. I am always ready to
wrestle but for some reason I get a little extra
adrenaline when I can perform in town. Its great to
have everyone watching and cheering you on so it
means a lot to me and this is one of my best
tournaments. I moved up a weight class for this
tournament and I was matched up with one of the
top guys from Italy in the finals. He beat my
nemesis pretty handily and it was
a chess match for us as I couldn’t
score on him and he couldn’t
score on me. I beat him pretty

World Class Athlete wrestler Dremiel Byers, right, battles his Cuban opponent
during gold-medal action Saturday.

good seven years ago and this showed me just how
much he improved over that time,” Sieracki said.
Byers was his usual dominant self through the
semi-finals of his weight class. In the semis Byers
sprained his medial collateral ligament and went
into his contest against the Cuban world champion
with only one good leg. Byers said he never thought
about not competing against the Cuban because
“this is my home turf and I will try to defend my
home turf the best I can, even if it could mean
suffering a career-ending injury. That is just the
fight of our team and that is what we are about
(as Soldiers and members of the WCAP team).
Byers lost a close decision to the Cuban
champion but would not let the injured leg be an
excuse. He said he looks forward to being able to
compete against him and other wrestlers in the future.
“I hate that I lost to him but I know one thing
is going to be different the next time we meet,”
Byers said. The next time they meet could be in
Beijing for the Olympics.

World Class Athlete Program wrestler Iris Smith, left, looks to make a move on her Venezuelan
opponent during action Sunday at the U.S. Olympic Training Center.

Sports
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Post’s elite athlete unit
sponsors self-defense class
The World Class Athlete Program
showed it is much more than a training
base for athletes with superior skills
when it held a self-defense class Feb. 6
at the WCAP training facility.
Heidi Grimm, who is a world class
tri-athlete, was instructor for the class that
helped people from the post who came
out to take part in the event learn how to
defend against aggressive attacks.
The one-hour session examined the
many ways to defend against aggressive
attacks and showed the participants that
it doesn’t matter what age or gender
you are you can be prepared to defend
yourself with the proper knowledge.
Dominick Black, WCAP
commander, said the purpose of the
program was to do something for the
community and share some of the things
soldiers learn every day about self-defense.
He said Grimm was a key contributor
to the effort with the outstanding
knowledge she gave to class members.
“Grimm stepped up and volunteered
to have the class for us that was basically

designed for spouses to learn self
defense. Grimm and the WCAP program
just wanted to raise awareness to self
defense and we felt it was also a good
way for the WCAP program to give back
to our community,” Black said.
Black said the WCAP is looking
over the feedback the program received
and are in the process of deciding if this
program can be offered on a more regular
basis. He said the response from people
who took the class was very positive and
the program looks forward to providing
it in the future if the desire of the post
is to see this type of program.
The Directorate of Morale, Welfare
and Recreation sports staff has
announced the date for the time trials
to select the team that will represent the
post at the 24th Annual Army Ten-Miler
Competition scheduled to be held
Oct. 5 in Washington D.C.
Trials will be conducted March
24 at the post Special Events Center. The
course will be a modified eight-and-a
half mile course with the special events
center west parking lot serving as the
See Bench on page 30

Photo by Walt Johnson

Self defense
Heidi Grimm, right, a member of the World Class Athlete Program shows
Fort Carson members the proper technique to ward off an attacker,
portrayed by Dominick Black, WCAP commander, during the WCAP’s self
defense class Jan. 31.

CLASSIC BOWL
1 Free Game
For Everyone
in your group

Short Term Leagues Available
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Mountaineer staff

Ft. Carson

1867 N. Circle
Call for additional military specials

(719) 632-4636
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Mountaineer Bask e tball

Photo by Walt Johnson

Coach of
the Week
Fort Carson youth center Celtics coach
Kevie Durham talks over strategy with his
team Saturday at the post youth center.
Photo by Walt Johnson

Rebound
Members of the post youth center basketball
program battle for a rebound during youth
basketball action Saturday at the post youth
center. The youth basketball program takes
place on Fridays at 6 p.m. and Saturdays
morning, beginning at 9 a.m., and afternoons
at the post youth center.

Sports
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See Bench from page 28

start and finish line.
People interested in
participating in the trials must
register with the Intramural Sports
Office by March 17. For more
information and registration
call 526-1372.
The garrison commander
will be hosting a bowling
scramble today.
The event will be held at the
post bowling lanes beginning at
noon and is scheduled to run until
all the fun is over. The cost of
the event is $10 per person for
four-person teams that will consist
of two men and two women.
According to the garrison
commander’s office, it is his desire
to fill up the bowling center with
people who love to bowl and want
to have a great time.
Boxers talented enough to
be members of the United States’
Olympic team will take part in
the U.S. Future Stars National
Championship at the Olympic
Training Center in Colorado
Springs, March 9-14.
The competition will feature
top talent in both the men’s and
women’s boxing community. This
will be the first year for the newly
named Future Stars event but it is
not the first time it has been held.

The event was formerly known
as the U.S. Championships. This
year’s event will come back to
Colorado Springs after being held
outside of Colorado last year.
A highlight of the event will feature
boxers who will be competing for
spots on the 2012 Olympic Games
in four years. Both male and
female athletes will compete in the
premier amateur boxing event with
11 national champions crowned
on the men’s side and 15 titlists in
women’s action, according to
Olympic Training Center officials.
The five-day event will use a
new computer scoring system,
which will also be used at the
upcoming 2008 Olympic Games,
OTC officials said.
The Fountain-Fort Carson
Trojans boys and girls basketball
teams are winding down the
regular basketball season. The
Trojan boys will be in action
tonight. Sierra High School Stallions
at 7 p.m. The Trojan boys will
finish its road season Tuesday at
Liberty High School at 7 p.m. and
the home season Feb. 22 by hosting
Cheyenne Mountain at 7:30 p.m.
The Lady Trojans host the
Lady Stallions Friday at 7 p.m., the
Liberty Lancers at 7 p.m. Tuesday
and the Cheyenne Mountain Indians
at 6 p.m. Feb. 22 to end regular
season action.

Photo by Lu Paddock

College choice
Fountain-Fort Carson’s Will Paddock, right, discusses his choice to attend Colorado
State University-Pueblo with Channel 11’s Jesse Kurtz during national signing day Jan.
31 at the high school. Paddock’s teammate Guy Sargent also announced he will walk
on at the University of Colorado.

Discount
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without discount

SERVICE.

Talk to someone who understands your
needs and will be there for you with a
variety of discounts. It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm to insure their
cars. Talk to your neighborhood State
Farm Agent today.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CAR INSURANCE, CALL ONE OF THESE AGENTS BELOW:

Lee Ann Moore, Agent, CLU CASL
3649 Star Ranch Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80906-5980
Bus: 719-540-9520
lee.a.moore.ccp7@statefarm.com
leeannmoore.net

John Parlapiano, Agent
6873 Mesa Ridge Parkway
Fountain, CO 80817-1544
Bus: 719-390-6100
john@johnparlapiano.com
john.parlapiano.pgpd@statefarm.com

Now serving Fort Carson from 3 locations.

Jim Rodney, Agent, CASL CLU CPCU
1825 Main St
Security, CO 80911-1100
Bus: 719-392-7366
jr@jimrodney.com
jim.rodney.pgo5@statefarm.com
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Families find fun at post bowling center

Story and photos by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

I

t’s February; the Super Bowl is
over, it’s still cold outside and
some families don’t know what
to do with their Sunday afternoons.
How about having an afternoon
of family fun at the Thunder Alley
Bowling Center?
With 36 lanes, all refinished last
year, there is usually no waiting. Even
during league nights, “We always
have open lanes,” said Don Cade,
bowling center manager.
The only time all lanes are in play
is during a tournament, he said.
“We want the bowling center to
be as fun as possible; for the Soldiers
and their Families to enjoy. It is a
family fun center,” he said.

Just do the math: A family of four
goes to a movie off post on Sunday
afternoon to catch the matinee price:
four tickets at matinee price: $23. Gas
to drive from Fort Carson to nearest
off-post mega movieplex: $4. Popcorn
and soft drinks for everybody, $26.
Sunday afternoon of family fun at the
bowling center: priceless.
“Bowling is $2 per game and shoe
rental is $1.75. A family of four can
bowl three games at Thunder Alley
Bowling Center for about the price of a
movie for the same family,” said Cade.
Every lane has “bumpers”
available. When in place, the bumpers
prevent the gutter balls that are
frustrating to real beginners.
Take advantage of one of the
specials, and save money:
•Bowl on Mondays for $1 a game,
from 5 p.m. to close.
• Bowling is $1.50 per
game from 11 a.m. until
5 p.m., Monday-Friday.
• Friday nights are
“black-light bowling.”
For $9 per person, there’s
black-light bowling
9:30-11:45 p.m., plus
$1.75 for shoe rental.
• Anyone can bowl
Saturday afternoon from
1-3 p.m. for $6. That
price includes shoes, disco
lights and music.
• There’s a program
Saturday morning from
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for
junior bowlers.
• Sunday evenings,
there’s color-pin bowling
at 6:45 p.m. for people 18
and older. The fee is $12

per person plus $1.75 for shoes.
Color-pin bowling pays off in cash
instant cash when bowlers hit a red,
blue or green pin.
Starting March 4, every Tuesday
from 6-9 p.m. is “’50s Night.” Bowling
will be 50 cents, shoe rental will be 50
cents and there will be 50-cent hot dogs.
Thunder Alley has a full service Pro
Shop, run by Page Dew, who has been
bowling for 50 years. He was formerly
the bowling coach for Louisiana State
University, said Cade.
If customers want something that
isn’t in the shop, it can be ordered.
Although small, lots of items are in
the shop. Pick a bowling ball in Denver
Bronco colors or one with a Peanuts
character. There are balls that smell like
bubble gum, tropical fruit, raspberry,
plum or lime. Sports towels and other
items for bowlers are displayed.
Pro Shop hours are Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m.,
and Wednesdays and Fridays from
10:30 a.m.-7 p.m. Other hours are by
appointment.
The bowling center also has the
Brass Rail Lounge, with television sets,
a full-service bar and pool table, is
open Tuesdays-Thursdays, 4:30-11 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays it’s open 4:30
p.m.-midnight and Sundays, it’s open
from 1-8:45 p.m. There’s also a party
room for special events, and karaoke on
Friday nights beginning at 7:30 p.m.
There are dozens of rental shoes,
from children’s size 10 to Shaq-size 16.
No street shoes are allowed, but some
bowlers bring their own bowling shoes.
In addition to bowling being fun,
it’s exercise.
See Bowling on page 32

Horm Matthews, right, bowling
center front counter employee
assists customer Angela Alexander.

Soldiers from Headquarters, Headquarters
Company, 4th Engineers, bowl almost
every day during their lunch hour.

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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“I always break a sweat when I
bowl,” said Sgt Danny Medina of
10th Combat Support Hospital, who
was bowling with Sgt. Nicholas Canale.
They bowl three or four times a week,
usually during their lunch hour. “It’s
convenient, the prices are cheap and the
lanes are good,” said Medina.
Lt. Col. Michael Patrocky, assigned to
the Warrior Transition Unit, bowls three
or four times a week for strength. He said
bowling can be a good stress reliever.
Cade said that
some Soldiers bowl
as a way to rehabilitate
shoulders and knees.
Some people go
to the bowling center
for the food. Word is out
that there’s good food there.
Open every day of the week
at 11 a.m., the Strike Zone
closes Mondays-Thursdays at 9:30
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays it’s open
until 11 p.m. and Sundays it closes
at 8:30. The Strike Zone is even open
on holidays.
The Strike Zone is a typical snack
bar setup — order at the counter, then wait
for the food to be cooked. Sometimes
there may be a line during the lunch hour,
usually the wait isn’t long.
There’s wait service on Friday nights,
when bowlers can order drinks from a
wait person.
The menu includes hamburgers, hot
dogs, fish, Philly steak or chicken
sandwiches, priced from $3 to $6. Make
it a combo with fries and a soft drink
for $2 more. Other choices are salads,
nachos and chili. Gyros and burritos are
recent additions to the menu.
The bowling center is a place to hold
unit parties or birthday parties for adults.
“Some units bring in the whole squadron
for a unit event. We can do team building,
provide activities for the nonbowlers, and
make it a fun event,” Cade said.
A special party room is available
children’s birthday parties. For $10 per
guest, the bowling center provides
decorated tables, balloons, cups,
plates and napkins, a hot dog meal or
hamburger meal for each guest, as well
as three pitchers of soda. Birthday cake
is not provided, but the family is allowed
to bring its own cake. Bowling and
rental shoes are included in the package.

Happenings
Call 526-5542 to make a reservation.
Several events are coming up in
the near future. There will be a teen
night in March, the upcoming Garrison
Scramble and other activities are in
planning.
“We’re looking at adding more
healthy items to the menu, and more
family events,” Cade said.
“We do have a Family Readiness
Group league Tuesdays from 12:30-2:45
p.m. It’s designed for Family members
of deployed Soldiers. There are six teams
in the league, and there is no cost
to these families.”
Cade said.
“Families of deployed
Soldiers not in the league
can bowl three free
games with free shoe
rental, all day Monday, from 11
a.m. until we close,” Cade said.
The bowling center is in
building 1511 on Chiles
Avenue, near the service station and the
commissary parking lot. It’s open every
day. Mondays-Thursdays, it’s open 11
a.m.- 11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays
it’s open 11 a.m.-midnight. Sunday and
holiday hours are 1-8:45 p.m.
There’s parking north of the bowling
alley entrance, and additional parking
behind the bowling alley.

Raymond Maldanado celebrated his 11th birthday Saturday at the
bowling center with about two dozen friends and family members.
Raymond, in red shirt, gets the first piece of birthday cake as his
mom., Marlene Schrimmel, cuts more pieces for guests.

Tony Criner, left, of range control, is fitted by Page Dew,
golf shop pro, for a left-handed ball.

Jordan Carson, left, places an order for lunch with Anthony
Belmore at the “Strike Zone.”

Just the Facts
• TRAVEL TIME — minutes
• FOR AGES — families
• TYPE — bowling center
• FUN FACTOR — ★★★★
(Out of 5 stars)

• WALLET DAMAGE — $$
$ = Less than $20
$$ = $21 t o $40
$$$ = $41 t o $60
$$$$ = $61 t o $80
(BASED ON A FAMILY OF FOUR)
Sgt. Christian Hiort, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 4th Engineers,bowls during his lunch hour last week .

Get Out
Academy theater
Coming March 7, a three-show run of “Cats”
is in Arnold Hall. Tickets start at $27 for
performances March 7 at 7:30 p.m., March 8 at
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Call 333-4497 for tickets.

Pueblo theater
Sangre de Cristo Arts Center’s Center Stage’s
upcoming events are “The Count Basie
Orchestra” March 11, “I Love a Piano: The
Music of Irving Berlin” April 2, and
“Chanticleer” May 4. All shows are in the
theater, 210 N. Santa Fe in downtown Pueblo;
call (719) 295-7222.
Children’s Theater performances at the same
address include: “The Ant and the Grasshopper”
Feb. 23 at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.; tickets are $6.
“The Velveteen Rabbit” is April 2 at 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m., tickets are $6.

Garden of the Gods
The Garden of the Gods Visitor’s Center
features a series of free lectures Sundays at
2 p.m. Sunday’s program is “Garden of the
Gods or Garden of the Gullies.” The lectures
are free and no reservations are necessary.
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office. Rent ski equipment at the Outdoor
Recreation Center and buy lift tickets there; call
526-5366.

Pikes Peak Center
Broadway at the Pikes Peak Center, 190 S.
Cascade Ave., in downtown Colorado Springs
features “Cirque Dreams Jungle Fantasy,” March 21.
Call 520-SHOW for tickets.

Free days at Denver attractions
The Scientific and Cultural Facilities
District in Denver sponsors free days for
Colorado residents at some attractions in
Denver for Colorado residents. Visitors may
be asked to show a Colorado driver’s license.
Denver Botanic Gardens, 1005 York St.,
has free admission March 17 and April 22.
Denver Art Museum, 100 W. 14th Ave.
Parkway is free for Colorado residents the
first Saturday of the month.
The Denver Museum of Nature and Science
has free admission for Soldiers. The museum
is in City Park, next door to Denver Zoo. Take
Interstate 25 north to Denver and take the
Colorado Exit to City Park, follow signs.

Ski trips

own equipment and warm clothing, and be
capable of a two-mile hike. Hikes begin at
noon; entrance fee for the monument is $3
for anyone 16 or older. The activity is not
recommended for small children. Upcoming
hikes are March 2 and March 16. Call
(719) 748-3253 for reservations. Florissant is
about 35 miles east on Highway 24.

“Carmen”
The Opera Theatre of the Rockies presents
“Carmen,” one of the most exciting operas ever.
There will be two performances: March 1 at
7:30 p.m. and March 2 at 3 p.m. in the Pikes
Peak Center, 190 S. Cascade Ave., in downtown
Colorado Springs. Tickets start at $25, call 520SHOW or go online at www.ticketswest.com.

Jazz
The Falconaires Jazz Ensemble presents a
free concert Sunday at 2 p.m. at the Pikes Peak
Center in downtown Colorado Springs. Tickets
are free; pick them up at the Pikes Peak Center
box office or at the World Arena box office.

Colorado Fine Arts Center.
Winter hikes

Outdoor Recreation has rental ski equipment as
well as day trips to Copper Mountain, Monarch,
Winter Park and Loveland. Buy discounted ski
passes at Information, Tickets and Registration
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Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument
has a series of winter programs called “Huts,
Hikes and Hot Chocolate.” Two-hour ranger-led
programs begin in the hut with hot chocolate
and coffee, followed by a hike. Provide your

“Defending the Caveman” is in the Fine
Arts Center Theater, 30 W. Dale St., for a
special engagement Feb. 22 at 8 p.m. and Feb.
23 at 5 and 8 p.m. Call 634-5583 for tickets,
which are $36.
— Compiled by Nel Lampe

Ask About Our Military Discounts

299

$

month
#S38006

27 month lease $3,998 due at signing, includes $300 security deposit. Plus taxes. WAC. Offer expires 3-1-08.
10,000 miles per year

2008 TOP SAFETY PICK

INSURANCE INSTITUTE
FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY

Red Noland
1214 Motor City Drive
tXXXSFEOPMBOEDPNtXXXTBBCVTBDPN
*Based on IIHS segmentation and testing results.
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Happenings

Pvt. Hazard
by James Boroch

Photo by Nel Lampe

Garden of the Gods
Even in winter, the Garden of the Gods can be a good place for a walk.
Make a visit on Sunday and ta ke in one of the free lectures in the Visitor
Center. “Garden of the Gods or Garden of the Gullies,” is Sunday at 2
p.m. Feb. 24 at 2 p.m., the subject is “Forest Health and Oak Brush
Management in Ga rden of the Gods.” “The Amazing Continental Divide
Trail” is set for March 2 at 2 p.m.

All Military,
Fireman, and
Police are in for
Free with ID.
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