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Word of the month: Pride

2nd ID officially home
Story and photo by Spc. Courtney E. Marulli
2nd Brigade Combat Team,
2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs
After a grueling 15-month deployment to two of
the most dangerous places in Iraq — Baghdad and Ar
Ramadi the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry
Division, is finally home.
On Feb. 28, the brigade’s colors were officially
uncased, symbolizing its return to Fort Carson.
Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham, commanding
general, Division West (First Army) and Fort Carson,
spoke to 2nd BCT about how the individuals who
comprise the unit are living history.
“You are a historic unit in a historic time of our
nation,” Graham said. Graham also commended the
Families who stood by their Soldiers.
“Many know the accomplishment of this unit,
but these Soldiers lived it,” Graham said. “This is
the land of the free because of the brave. You are
the brave.”
Col. Jeffrey L. Bannister, commanding officer of
2nd BCT, 2nd ID, stood in front of the colors and said
the Soldiers in his command had to make sacrifices
during their tour, but were not defeated by the enemy.
“We have emerged victorious from the most
dangerous place in the world,” he said. Bannister said
the Soldiers have been amazing because of their hard
work and undying patriotism.
Many of the Soldiers were with the brigade in
Korea, where it had been since July 1965 and was just
a brigade, not a combat-ready unit. It wasn’t until
May 2004 that the unit and its Soldiers made history.
The unit was called on to help fight in the Global
War on Terrorism, which resulted in the creation of the
2nd Brigade Combat Team. Becoming a combat team,
meant the unit now had six battalions that specialized
in different tactics, creating a self-functioning whole.
The 12-month deployment required Soldiers to
leave Korea, a hardship tour where no Families were
allowed, and fight in Iraq for a year. It wasn’t until two
years later, after Korea and Iraq, that many Soldiers in
2nd BCT, 2nd ID finally got to see their Families.
“I am thankful for the emotional support and
patience at home, which is nothing less than ordinary,”
Bannister said. “You respected your Soldiers duty and
made our mission a success.”
After being at their new home for less than a year,
the brigade deployed to Iraq again in 2006 as a
Modular Infantry Brigade Combat Team. This gave
the brigade new personnel and capabilities.
“They are quiet professionals, but I’d use
(the word) versatile,” Bannister said of his Soldiers
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Col. Jeffrey L. Bannister, commanding officer, 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, left, and
Command Sgt. Maj. William Johnson, uncase the brigade’s colors during a ceremony Feb. 28. The uncasing signifies
that the brigade is officially back home at Fort Carson.
that have had to endure long separations from their
loved ones.
During the second deployment, the brigade
was sent to some of the most violent sectors of
Baghdad, which was inhabited by more than six
million Iraqis and covered more than 5,159 square
kilometers in Multi-National Division—
Baghdad’s area of operations.

When the surge of troops occurred, 2nd BCT took
on combat teams from the 82nd Airborne Division and
3rd Infantry Division. This caused the battle space to
grow to one-third the size it was.
Bannister said there was an average of 14 attacks
a day when 2nd BCT took over control of the area.
See Home on Page 4

Milit ar y

Community

Spor ts

“The way we use to do it.”
See Page 5

Giving blood for Soldiers.
See Page 11

All-Army Wrestling Team competes.
See Page 30
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I went running the other day and I noticed a few crocuses
just peaking their heads out of the ground. My heart soared
at the prospect of winter coming to an end and spring on the
horizon. Then, just as quickly as my spirits had been raised,
they crashed back down to earth: spring not only brought
warmer weather, but it also meant summer wasn’t far off
and summer meant moving. I reminisced about past moving
adventures. In some cases they were more like fiascos than
adventures, but thankfully time takes the sting away and
replaces it with a more humorous perspective.
We find ourselves moving about every three years. We
usually live on post in quarters, but our last assignment took
us into a civilian community where we had the opportunity.
to make some dear friends in that community and they
wondered aloud how we managed this geographic upheaval
so calmly. “I suppose,” I told them, “knowing I don’t have
a choice is quite liberating.” Of course, my husband always
has the option to get out of the Army, but we continue to
find a great deal of satisfaction in serving our country so,
in the end, we choose to live this way.
However, my friends’ open-mouthed amazement at
our moving attitude did make me stop and think what
characteristics make a “good mover”? After this most
recent move, I’ve determined that it all boils down to three
things and if you’ve got them, then you’re good to go; if
you don’t, then the going will probably not be very good.
• Just let go
• Make sure your “advance party” has good taste
• Remember, “you’re not moving, you’re having an
adventure.”
First, I think letting go of the decision to move is
important and liberating. The decision has already been made,
so it is only wasted mental and emotional energy to muddle
through it over and over. Determine to control the things you
can and put the rest in higher hands. Make your motto:
“Just let it go.” Try it on your psyche and see how it feels.
Second, knowing you have a place to unpack your
belongings on the other end of your move provides a real
sense of security and hopefulness. I have known families
who rush to their final destination without a real plan and
then find themselves disappointed and frustrated when
things don’t fall into place. Why rush somewhere

when you’ve got nowhere to park your load? Just like in
the Army, whenever possible send a small, preferably
willing and responsible, advance party ahead of the more
cumbersome main body and get the framework, such as
where you will live, laid out. After this is done, you
should be reasonably secure.
As an aside, I suggest you always put your name on
the on-post/on-base housing list in the name of keeping
your options open. You can say “no” should quarters be
offered to you.
During this anxious waiting period while the advance
party gets a sense of the new area, I often reflect on what
I heard Henry Kissinger share during a speech to a
group of college seniors: “When there is turmoil under the
heavens, small problems become big problems and big
problems overwhelm us. When there is peace under the
heavens, big problems become small problems and small
problems need not worry us.”
This, I think, is the perfect sentiment for a move. Worry
about the big problems and don’t sweat the small stuff.
Third, it’s all in how you look at it. I grew up in the
Army so moving was something I grew up doing. I never
knew my mother hated to move until she told me long after
I had moved out and started my own family. I thought she
considered it an exciting adventure just like I did. I give her
credit for putting up such a good act for all those moves.
But even though she had to fake it a bit, she showed the
family a positive attitude and each of us picked up on that.
I know this made things easier on all of us, including her.
Plan out your moving path carefully and thoughtfully and
then keep your eyes on that path. An adventure, by its name,
brings surprises, so be open to them. Maybe you decide to
stop and see the sights along the way; you don’t have to travel
to exotic places and foreign countries to experience some
wonderful things. You can find some unforgettable surprises
in every state and in lots of tiny towns along the way.
I have found the hardest part of moving is leaving
behind all you can’t pack up, like special friends, familiar
neighborhoods and comfortable houses. Unfortunately, I
don’t have a motto that makes these things any easier to
leave, but I do try and remind myself that I have wonderful
memories to take along with me and the potential for so
many more memories wherever our next adventure takes us.
Now, when people ask me how I feel about moving, I
tell them that I’m not moving, I’m having an adventure.

POST TALK
What has been your favorite duty station?

“Germany, because
I got to travel
all over and see
the world.”
Angela Bennett
Retired military

“Fort Sill,
because there is
good fishing.”
Sgt. Chris Smith
3rd Battalion,
16th Field Artillery
Regiment, 2nd
Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry
Division

“Fort Bragg,
because that’s
where the real
Army is — Airborne.”
Staff Sgt. Gary
Summers
2nd Special
Troops Battalion
2nd Brigade
Combat Team 2nd
Infantry Division

“Hawaii, because
it’s a party all
the time.”
Sgt. Tienpeng Ho
B Company, 2nd
Special Troops
Battalion, 2nd
Brigade Combat
Team, 2nd
Infantry Division

“Hawaii, because
there is so much
history in the
islands.”
Allen Harrison
Retired military
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Fort Carson celebrates Earth Day
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by the Directorate of Public Works
Environmental Division
Continuing its long history of educating future
leaders on environmental stewardship and sustainability,
Fort Carson is hosting its 20th year of Earth Day
events, which is celebrated nationally April 22.
Earth Day school events, planned for April 14-17,
focus on educating students on practices to sustain
resources for the future. The theme for this year’s Fort
Carson celebration of Earth Day is “Celebrate the
Earth.” The activities planned are accomplished
through partnering with various local, state and
federal organizations that help provide a broad,
multi-faceted curriculum.
Earth Day activities scheduled this year include:
 A recycled grocery bag drawing contest for
kindergarten-eighth grade. The artwork is to
depict the Earth Day theme. Completed
grocery bag entries will be returned to the Fort
Carson Commissary, for use at the conclusion
of Earth Day activities.
 A poetry contest open to all grades, discussing
the theme of “Celebrate the Earth.”
 An Earth/Arbor Day reading program at
schools, featuring volunteers reading the
environmentally-themed “The Lorax” by Dr.
Seuss, April 14-15.
See Earth on page 4

Photo by Janinen Hegeman

Wildlife Habitat Council second grade students from Mountainside Elementary School plant trees during Earth
Day events in 2007.
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See Home from page 1

Through hard work and
sacrifice, that number was
reduced to an average of
two-three attacks a day.
“The reason was because
of the COIN (counter-insurgency) strategy,” Bannister
said. “We were the tip of the
spear in implementing the
COIN strategy.”
The 2nd BCT was the first
to integrate an embedded
Provincial Reconstruction Team
from the United States
Department of State, and it led
the way to create safer marketplaces for the Iraqis. This
required that large concrete
barriers be placed around access
points to 13 large markets, many
of which are over 100 years old.
“We made them into
walking markets like in
Germany,” Bannister said.

“The Iraqis like it because they
know it’s protecting them.”
After two tours in Iraq,
the Soldiers of 2nd BCT, 2nd
ID aren’t ready to call it quits.
“The brigade is leading
the Army in statistics,”
Bannister said. “They like to
feel they are part of the team,
and they are.”
Despite the successes and
leaving a safer Eastern
Baghdad for the next unit, the
brigade also paid a high price
as 46 heroes were lost.
“We will miss you and
you will never be forgotten,”
Bannister said after a moment
of silence.
In April, the 2nd BCT,
2nd ID will move in name
only to Fort Lewis, Wash.,
and the Soldiers and their
leaders at Fort Carson will
reflag as 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division.

See Earth from page 3

 An Earth/Arbor Day Educational Fair
at the Carson Middle School on Fort
Carson April 16-17. There will be a
total of six educational stations set up
for classes on the following subjects:
• “Endangered Species,” featuring the
“Suitcase for Survival,” presented by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
• “The Value of Trees,” presented by
the Colorado State Forest Service.
• “Experiencing Cultural Resources,”
presented by the Directorate Public
Works Environmental Division.
• “Encountering Wildlife,” presented
by the DPW Environmental Division.
• “Recycling,” presented by the DPW
Environmental Division.
A new station will be added this year: “The
Hands-on Stormwater Runoff Demonstration,”
also presented by the DPW Environmental
Division. Students will learn how stormwater
runoff behaves and interacts with the
landscape. Students will also see how
runoff easily picks up contaminants from the

Bank from Home OR
Around the World with Internet Banking

FREE SERVICES

Thank You For
Your Service

• FREE Internet Banking

Fountain Valley’s
Community Bank

• FREE Bill Pay
• FREE Basic Checking

410 S. Santa Fe
Fountain, CO 80817

(719) 382-5643
www.coloradomountainbank.com

environment and carries them to main
waterways off the installation.
Students will again participate in planting
trees and shrubs during April and May,
supporting Fort Carson’s “Tree City USA”
certification, now in its 21st year.
Fort Carson will celebrate the earth this
year with one of its partners, the Wildlife
Habitat Council. The WHC has certified Fort
Carson and Piñon Canyon Maneuver Site’s
quality wildlife habitat since 1998. This year,
the WHC will recognize Fort Carson as a
“Signature of Sustainability” site during the
Earth Day events and will be featured on
the WHC’s 2008 media tour.
More than 2,000 students from Fort
Carson schools and from schools near
Piñon Canyon Maneuver Site are expected
to participate in events this year, representing
one of the Mountain Post’s most visible and
longstanding community outreach and
partnership efforts.
To make Earth Day celebrations a reality,
Fort Carson always needs volunteer support.
To find out how to volunteer for Earth Day
events, call 524-4925.
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2-4 honor those who paved the way

Soldiers, VFW share experiences, tricks of the trade
by Sgt. Rodney Foliente
2nd Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs Office,
4th Infantry Division
Soldiers from Special Troops Battalion, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, and former servicemembers from the Trinidad Chapter of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars shared stories and experiences Feb. 19 at Pinon Canyon
Maneuver Site.
Army, Air Force and Navy Veterans from World War II,
the Korean War and the Vietnam War showed up to rub
elbows with the 4th ID Soldiers and were shown current
weapon systems and armored vehicles.
The Veterans came out with a fascination of the current
weapons, armors and vehicles, but said the main reason for
their visit was to honor the Soldiers currently serving and
show their appreciation to them, said WW II Veteran Lowell
Thompson, chairman, Trinidad VFW.
Thompson was a private first class with the 78th Infantry
Division and shared his experiences, which included participating
in the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium.
“It’s always an honor when we have fellow veterans who’ve
already walked in our shoes. We can share today’s Army with
them,” said Lt. Col. Leo Caballero, commander, STB.
“They can appreciate all the equipment the Soldiers have
today, but whether they fought for this country in the past or are
fighting for it now, it all comes back to the Soldiers: we’re all
the same,” said Caballero.
See VFW on page 8

Photo by Maj. Tanya Bradsher

Nick DeBono, who was a corporal with 2nd Infantry Division and Korean War Veteran, amazed at the differences
in weaponry from his days of service, holds an M-4 rifle while John Trammel, a specialist who served in the
Vietnam War, looks on and Lt. Col. Adrian Bogart, right, deputy commander, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, and Maj. Christopher Engen, left, executive commander, 2nd BCT, 4th ID, explain the features
on the weapon Feb. 19 at Piñon Canyon. Veterans of Foreign Wars came from Trinidad to visit with Soldiers
from the 2nd BCT’s Special Troops Battalion and learn about current weapons and armored vehicles.

0% APR FINANCING
NOW AVAILABLE FOR 60 MONTHS
Simple. Easy. Count On It.

GUARANTEES

Example: With down payment acceptable to lender, 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed, on approved credit. For well qualified buyers. Available
on new 2008 Jeep Commander, Grand Cherokee (gas engine), Chrysler Aspen, Pacifica and Sebring Convertible. Offer in lieu of other rebates or offers.
®

Drive It Now
Pricing

3 Day 100% Money
Back Guarantee!

Every Vehicle...
Every Day!

Not happy? Return it and get your
down payment and your trade back.

No Additional
3 Dealer Fees
You never pay a dealer documentation
fee or additional dealer mark-up.

2008 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

2008 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED X 4X4

• Automatic Transmission
• 3.3L Flex Fuel V6 Engine
• Stow-N-Go Seating
& Storage
• Electronic Stability Program

• 6-Speed Manual Transmission
• 3.8L V6 Engine
• 3-Piece Removable Hard Top
• Power Convenience Group
• 17” Alloy Wheels

#8R642251

#8L584219

MSRP..........................................................$23,245
ASSURED DISCOUNT................................-$1,746
FACTORY REBATE.....................................-$1,500
MILITARY REBATE........................................-$500

3 AT THIS PRICE!

®

$

19,499
$

PAY ONLY 249/MO
For example: $3,000 down, $249 per month for 78 months, 5.4% APR,
on approved credit. Plus tax, finance charges and cost of emissions test.

MSRP..........................................................$26,455
ASSURED DISCOUNT.....................................-$56
MILITARY REBATE........................................-$500

3 AT THIS PRICE!

$

25,899

PAY ONLY $349/MO
For example: $3,000 down, $349 per month for 78 months, 5.4% APR,
on approved credit. Plus tax, finance charges and cost of emissions test.

CALL US FOR OUR FREE SHUTTLE TO PICK YOU UP FROM THE BASE

719-475-1155 • cschrysler.com
10% Discount
EXIT 14
0

To Active Military
On Parts & Service
Please submit at time of write up. Expires 3/31/08.

Price plus tax, finance charges and cost of emissions test. Mileage and
condition limitations apply. See us for details. Offer expires 3/31/08.

Chrysler and Jeep are registered trademarks of Chrysler LLC.
®

6

MOUNTAINEER — March 14, 2008

Miscellaneous
1st Infantry Division — will be holding its 90th
annual reunion at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Colorado Springs Aug. 20-24. Anyone who has ever
served with the “Big Red One” or any unit
attached is cordially invited.
Details and reservation forms will be available in
the spring issue of the society’s newspaper, the
Bridgehead Sentinel, on the Web site;
www.1stID.org; by contacting: Society of the First
Infantry Division, 1933 Morris Road, Blue Bell, PA
19422, calling (215) 661-1969 or e-mailing
Soc1ID@aol.com.
Joe Gmelch Wounded Warrior Welcome socials —
are held the third Thursday of the month at 3:30 p.m.
at Alternate Escapes to recognize wounded Soldiers
who came home separate from their units and did not
participate in a welcome-home ceremony. The next
social is Thursday and all are welcome.
CGSC courses available locally — The U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College educates and
trains intermediate-level Army officers and interagency
leaders prepared to operate in full-spectrum Army,
joint, interagency and multinational operations as
field-grade commanders and staff officers. The
Intermediate Level Education core curriculum is
designed to satisfy the educational needs of all activecomponent and reserve-component officers as a
result of the Army’s Officer Personnel Management
System 3 for promotion to lieutenant colonel.
Colorado Springs ILE class instructors: Lt. Col.
Winterfeld and Lt. Col. Johnson. Phase-1: (AT) June
15-June 30, San Antonio; Phase-2: (IDT) Oct. 1,
2008- May 1, 2009, Colorado Springs, Colorado/U.S.
Air Force Academy; Phase-3: (AT) June 1, 2009June 15, 2009, San Antonio. For further information
contact: mark.johnson@earthlink.net
Sgt. Audie Murphy Club Association — Mountain
Post chapter meets Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at
the Family Connection. For more information contact
SAMC President Sgt. 1st Class Tavarise Williams
at tavarise.williams@us.army.mil or SAMC Public
Affairs Officer Sgt. 1st Class Bradley Shufelt at
bradley.shufelt@usar.army.mil.
New
Medical
Activity
Detachment
Correspondence Department office hours —
The Correspondence (Release of Information)
Office in the Patient Administration Division has
new hours, Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,
closed on federal holidays. Call 526-7322 or 5267284 for more information.
$10,000 Reward — The U.S. Army’s Criminal
Investigative Division is offering a $10,000 reward for
information leading to the conviction of the person
responsible for the death of Joseph Eric Barker.
Barker, a former Soldier, was found dead at the
sewage basin of the Fort Carson waste water treatment
plant, Feb. 21, 2006. Anyone with information
concerning this crime should contact Fort Carson CID
at 526-3991 or the military police desk at 526-2333.
$5,000 reward — The U.S. Army’s Criminal
Investigative Division is offering a $5,000 reward for
information leading to the conviction of person(s)
responsible for the theft of an M-4 carbine, serial number W156244, from the motor pool adjacent to building
3292, Fort Carson, between 8 p.m., Oct. 30, and 3:30
a.m. Oct. 31. Please provide any information to the 41st
and 48th MP Detachment, U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Command, building 1816, Fort Carson,
CO 80913-4203. Call 526-0564 /3991. with case
Number 0318-07-CID056-20360. All information will
remain anonymous. This reward expires Nov. 13, 2008.
Harmony in Motion — is looking for basses, tenors,
altos and sopranos. Singers have opportunities to
travel and perform for ceremonies and for military
and civilian guests. Interested active duty Army,
enlisted staff seargents and below, call 524-3618/
3619 to schedule an audition.
$500 Reward — The U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Detachment is offering a $500
reward for information leading to the apprehension
and conviction of the person(s) responsible for the
damage to U.S. government property and f ires
in motor pool building 1882 on May 2. If

Military briefs
you have information about this or any crime,
contact CID at 526-3991 or the Military Police
desk at 526-2333. The $500 reward offer expires
May 11, 2008.
Officer Candidate School — Packet submissions
for direct select and local OCS Boards are handled by
the Personnel Actions Section, Personnel Services
Branch, Military Personnel Division, in building
1218, room 160. OCS direct selection is in effect
until Sept. 30, and there are still slots open. Contact
Tom Grady at 526-3947 for more information.
Finance in- and out-processing — In- and outprocessing is held in building 1218, room 230. Use the
following phone numbers for more information: separations
526-8473/8476/1302; retirement 526-4233/4234/8470;
travel 526-9930/ 0507/0475; accessions 526-8479/8236/
4558; and chief of in- and out-processing 526-6230.
$5,000 Reward — The U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Detachment is offering a $5,000 reward
for information leading to the apprehension and
conviction of the person(s) responsible for the fire at
4467 Ray Circle on post. If you have information
about this or any crime, contact CID at 526-3991 or
the Military Police desk at 526-2333. The $5,000
reward offer expires Aug. 8, 2008.
The Wounded Soldier and Family Hotline —
accepts calls 24 hours a day, seven days a week at
(800) 984-8523. The call center offers wounded and
injured Soldiers and their Family members a way to
seek help to resolve medical issues and provides an
information channel to senior Army leadership to
improve the way the Army serves the medical needs
of Soldiers and their Families.
Food service special events — Family Readiness
Groups and units that conduct fundraisers by selling
limited food items are required to fill out an application
and checklist for their event. Contact Capt. Teal
Reeves at 526-7922, or Sgt. Misty Gordon at
526-7375 for details and a copy of the paperwork
needed. The application and checklist are also
available through unit Family Readiness Groups.
DPW services — The Directorate of Public Works is
responsible for a wide variety of services on Fort
Carson. Services range from repair and maintenance
of facilities to equipping units with a sweeper and
cleaning motor pools. Listed below are phone numbers
and points of contact for services:
• Facility repair/service orders — KIRA
service order desk can be reached at 526-5345. Use
this number for emergencies or routine tasks.
• Refuse/trash — Call Larry Haack at 526-9237
when needing trash containers, trash is overflowing
or emergency service is required.
• Facility custodial services — Call Larry Haack
at 526-9237 for service needs or to report complaints.
• Elevator maintenance — Call Sharon Gayle at
526-1695.
• Motor pool sludge removal/disposal — Call
Don Phillips at 526-9271.
• Repair and utility/self-help — Call Gary
Grant at 526-5844. Use this number to obtain self-help
tools and equipment or a motorized sweeper.
• Base operations contract Contracting Officer
Representative — Call Terry Hagen at 526-9262
for reporting wind damage, snow removal concerns,
damaged traffic signs or other facility damage.
• Portable latrines — Call 526-1854 to request
latrines, for service or to report damaged or
overturned latrines.

Hours of Operation
Central Issue Facility regular business hours — are
listed below. Call 526-3321 to make appointments.
In-processing
Monday-Thursday from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Initial issues
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial issues
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Cash sales/report of survey
Monday-Thursday from 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Direct exchange
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.

Partial turn-ins
Monday-Thursday from 12:30-3 p.m.
Full turn-ins
Monday-Thursday 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Unit issues and turn-ins
Call 526-5512/6477 for approval.
Trial defense service hours — TDS hours of
operation are Mondays-Thursdays from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
TDS is closed on Fridays except for appointments
and emergencies. Administrative chapters and Article
15 briefings are held Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1
p.m., and walk-ins are taken until 12:50 p.m at
building 6255, 526-5572.
Claims Division hours — are Mondays-Fridays 9
a.m.-noon and 1 p.m.-4 p.m. The office is closed on
federal and training holidays. Soldiers must attend a
mandatory briefing before receiving a claim packet.
At the briefing, Soldiers must submit a Department
of Defense Form 1840/1840R (pink form), at
building 6285, 526-1355.
DFAC hours — Fort Carson dining facilities operate
under the following hours:
• Striker’s Café — Monday-Friday 7-9 a.m.
(breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30
p.m. (dinner). Weekend hours are 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
(brunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
• Wolf Inn — Monday-Friday 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m.
(dinner). Weekend hours are 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
(brunch), and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
• 10th SFG — Monday-Friday 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m.
Closed on weekends.
Education Center hours of operation — The
Mountain Post Training and Education Center,
building 1117, 526-2124, hours are as follows:
• Counselor Support Center — Monday
through Thursday 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Friday, 11
a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Learning Resource Center/Military Occupational Specialty Library — Monday through
Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; and training holidays 9
a.m.-5 p.m.
• Defense Activity for Nontraditional
Education Support and Army Personnel Testing
— Monday-Friday 7:30-11:30 a.m. and 12:15-4:15
p.m.; closed training holidays.
• Basic Skills Education Program/Functional
Academic Skills Training — Monday-Thursday
1-4 p.m.; closed training holidays.
• eArmyU Testing — Monday-Friday, 12:154:15 p.m.; closed training holidays.
Legal Assistance hours — Operating hours for the
Legal Assistance Office, building 6285 are Monday
and Thursday 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. (appointments only)
and 1 p.m.-3:30 p.m. (walk-ins), Tuesday 9 a.m.-3
p.m. (wills by appointment only) Wednesday 9:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m. (appointments only) and Friday 9
a.m.-4 p.m. (power of attorney and notaries only).
The office will be closed for lunch from 11:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. Call 526-5572 with questions.

Briefings
Army ROTC Green to Gold Briefings — are held
Tuesdays at the Education Center, building 1117, room
120 at noon. For questions contact University of
Colorado Colorado Springs Army ROTC at 262-3475.
ACAP briefing –– The Army Career and Alumni
Program preseparation briefing is required for all
departing servicemembers. Current ACAP policy
requires personnel ending time in service to register one
year out and retirees two years out. ACAP preseparation
briefings are held Monday-Thursday from 7:30-9 a.m.
Attendees should report to ACAP by 7:15 a.m. to
building 1118, room 133. Call 526-1002 to register.
ETS briefing — for enlisted personnel will be held
the first and third Tuesday of each month until further
notice. Briefing sign-in begins at 7 a.m. at building
1042, room 310. Briefings will be given on a first-come,
first-served basis. Soldiers must be within 120 days
of their ETS but must attend the briefing no later than
30 days prior to their ETS or start date of transition
leave. Call 526-2240 for more information.
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Prayer brunch gathers Strikers in fellowship
Story and photo by
Sgt. Zach Mott
3rd Brigade Combat Team
Public Affairs Office, 4th Infantry
Division, Multi-National
Division — Baghdad
CAMP TAJI, Iraq — A prayer
brunch co-hosted by two MultiNational Division — Baghdad
battalions served as a spiritual pause
for attendees at this sprawling
military compound on the northern
outskirts of Baghdad province.
“This makes my day,” said
Pfc. Danita Griffiths, a human
resources
specialist
from
Headquarters and Headquarters
Troop, 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division. “Things like
this (are great) because sometimes
I feel a little low and just some type
of inspiration from somewhere will
motivate me to carry on to the next
day with this deployment.”
Griffiths has been to other
prayer services, but this was her
first prayer brunch in Iraq.
Chaplains from the 1st
Combined Arms Battalion, 68th
Armor Regiment, and 3rd Special
Troops Battalion, organized the
event for members of the Striker
Brigade, which is on its third

deployment to Iraq in five years.
“We like to have these events
because it brings people together
in a sense of fellowship. People
who normally aren’t together are
able to fellowship,” said Capt.
Leonard Siems, battalion chaplain,
1-68 AR and who helped organize
the brunch.
The event featured Col. John
Hort, the brigade’s commander,
who spoke to the assembled crowd
about Army Values and how they
helped influence the leader he
became from a self-described bad
boy in his youth.
Hort recounted snippets from
his misspent youth that involved
various transgressions with the
law that continued until he was
accepted into the ROTC program
at Duke University.
In his early experiences with the
Army, he said he learned that
through selfless service and personal
courage, he could be the man his
parents always knew he could.
Hort’s words also echoed with
Griff iths, a married mother of
four, who is on her first deployment
to Iraq.
“Those (messages) really hit
home for me because that’s what I
try to strive for,” she said.

Sgt. 1st Class Patrice Cenance, left, and Staff Sgt. Chad Kruse, with guitar, lead members
of the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Multi-National Division — Baghdad,
through a rendition of “Amazing Grace” during the prayer brunch at the Striker Dining
Facility Feb. 20.

8
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DUI task force
officers recognized
by Master Sgt. Paul Zedalis
Provost Sergeant Major
Ten top law enforcement officers of the
Pikes Peak Region DUI Task Force, who
were nominated for the Officer Ken Jordan
Award for Excellence in DUI Enforcement,
met Feb. 12 at the Colorado Springs Police
Department, Gold Hills Division.
Nominees were officially recognized for
Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Shawn Rambus
their accomplishments to their respective
Cpl. Jose Barraza
jurisdictions, communities and the Pikes
Peak Region DUI Task Force as a whole.
The officers nominated for this prestigious award came from several law
enforcement agencies in the Colorado Springs area and vicinity including the
Colorado State Patrol, Colorado Springs Police Department, Monument
Police Department, Pueblo Police Department, Teller County Sheriff’s Office,
El Paso County Sheriff’s Office and the Fort Carson Provost Marshal Office.
Two Fort Carson police officers received
this prestigious award. Department of the
Army Police Officer Jose P. Barraza and
Military Police Officer Sgt. Angela Muldoon,
Fort Carson Provost Marshal Office, were both
formally recognized for their outstanding work
in DUI Enforcement and making Fort Carson
and the people who live and work here safer
from drunk drivers.
This is the second time both officers have
been nominated and recognized by their law
Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Shawn Rambus
Sgt. Angela Muldoon enforcement supervisors and peers.

See VFW from page 5

“Any war that you fought in and any
troop that served; it doesn’t matter if you
were on the front line, you served. You did
your part and we’re just grateful for our
American Soldiers,” said Thompson.
The Soldiers were more than happy
to show and explain their M-4 rifles,
M-203 grenade launchers, M-9 pistols
and an M-249 squad automatic weapon.
The Soldiers also showed the armaments
and capabilities of the M-1117 Armored
Security Vehicle and M-2A3 Bradley
Fighting Vehicle.
“It’s a great thing to come out here
and talk to these guys. That’s the main
thing, to talk to the guys. We appreciate
what they do as we sit at home safe,” said
John Trammel, who served as a specialist
during the Vietnam Conflict.
“We need to protect our good country
and today’s Soldiers are doing that and
they’re doing a good job. We appreciate
and thank you all,” said Thompson.
The veterans showed pride in their
service, taking in the sights and sounds.
They talked to the Soldiers, also showing
pride in how the tradition they loved so
much continues on with today’s military.
A number of the veterans compared
the weapons they fought with and the
battle conditions. They talked of battles the
younger Soldiers had been inspired by, like
living, breathing, valuable tomes of history.
For the younger Soldiers, veterans
spun tales and described our nation’s
history first hand, giving a glimpse of

how they stood as young Soldiers
themselves defending freedom.
“They fought with a lot less than
we have. It’s good for them to see what we
have and what we’re using to continue
on with what they fought so proudly
for,” said Pfc. Elton Lambert, military
police, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, STB.
“I enjoy talking to (veterans) and
letting them see what new equipment we
have to help our fight is pretty cool,” said
Lambert, who said his father and grandfather served as well as other members of
his Family. “It’s good to let them see what
we play with and what we use nowadays.”
The visit with the STB Soldiers
culminated when the Veterans rode in the
Bradley and ASV.
“That’s a great machine,” said
Trammel, laughing and grinning as he
exited the Bradley. “It’s great to see how
things advanced since we were in.”
It was an honor to share with them,
said Sgt. John Lange, MP, HHC, STB.
He expressed an interest to also come
back decades later as a Veteran and see
the future Army.
“60 years from now, I’d like it if the
Army did something like that for me: I
want to see some lasers,” he said with a
grin and a nod echoed by some of the
Soldiers around him.
After the visit with STB Soldiers,
the veterans visited with other Fort
Carson Soldiers and viewed the UH-1
medevac helicopter and UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopter.
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Firefighters stop blaze downrange
Story and photo by
James H. Egbert
Mountaineer staff
March 10 before noon,
smoke was rising from the
grassland areas just west of
Butts Army Airfield. Wildland
fire crews were dispatched
from Turkey Creek, Butts
Army Airfield and the main
station on the Fort Carson
cantonment area. The fire was
in an area about a half mile
west of Butts Road Route 5
and north of Wilderness Road.
The burn area encompassed
approximately 15 acres in a
ravine where the fire appeared
to have started. Unexploded
ordnance, consisting of mostly
blank
cartridges,
were
exploding throughout the
entire burn area. Fort Carson
Fire Department Capt. Tom
Tillman was the on-scene
commander for the responding
fire crews that responded from
the multiple stations.
The fire was contained
within the first few minutes
after the fire crews arrived and
extinguished within 30 minutes.
Overhaul crews stayed on scene

to maintain the fire’s outer
perimeter and to watch for
possible flare-ups. Training
operations on surrounding
ranges in the area were not
affected. The cause of the fire is
still under investigation.
“The dry conditions in this
area are highly susceptible to
fast moving grass fires. Extra
care needs to be taken to
prevent the start of any fire
that can be quickly spread by
the high winds we have in the
area. There are prescribed
burns due to be scheduled later
this spring, but it would be wise
to keep an eye out for any smoke
in the area,” said Tillman.
Tillman also cautioned
anyone who may be in the area
of any fire to be cautious and
immediately report it. Without
the proper training or equipment, a grass fire can become
out of control quickly, cause
serious injuries and possibly
deaths. Grass fires are highly
unpredictable and fast-moving.
Fires in the training range areas
are exceptionally dangerous due
to the possibility of unexploded
ordnance that can explode and
cause serious injury.

A crew from Brush Truck 32 overhauls the burn area.
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‘Give blood, give often’

ASBP holds 2nd Carson blood drive
Story and photos by
Michael J. Pach
Mountaineer staff
The Armed Services Blood
Program held its second blood
drive on Fort Carson at the
Special Events Center March
6-8. Representatives from Army
medical centers across the
country as well as volunteers
from post were on hand to help.
Capt. Christopher Evans,
William Beaumont Army
Medical Center, Fort Bliss,
Texas., was the officer in charge
of the blood drives here and
at the Air Force Academy. He
expressed the importance of the
ASBP and was impressed with
the support from the community.
“These blood drives support
the troops downrange and help
save lives,” said Evans. “There’s
so much of a need for blood in
theater in Iraq and Afghanistan.
One unit (one pint) can help save
two lives. We’re supporting our
troops in harm’s way. That’s
what’s important to me and that’s
why we’re here. Fort Carson
and Colorado Springs are
tremendous. I’ve never seen a
base that supports the blood
program more than this base. This
community has the best support
out of all facilities by far.”
Once a day, blood collected
was transported to Peterson Air
Force Base and flown to Fort
Hood, Texas, for processing.
From there, the blood goes to
Armed Services Whole Blood
Processing Laboratory in
Falls Church, Va., before it is
sent to Iraq and Afghanistan.
ASBP holds three annual
blood drives; one here, one at
the Air Force Academy and one
at West Point. Last year was the

first year ASBP held a drive
on Fort Carson, which was
combined with the Air Force
Academy drive. Organizers
were planning to collect 300
units of blood on post and ended
up breaking Colorado and
Department of Defense records
with 3,300 donations total.
Blood collected in excess of
ASBP’s mission was donated
to Colorado Springs hospitals.
With this year’s Air Force
Academy drive cancelled, organizers set the goal for the Fort
Carson drive at 500 units per
day. As of press time, the final
numbers were not available.
According to ASBP
Coordinator Carmen DietrichWilliams, WBAMC, 5 percent
of the population donates blood.
She knows from her own
personal experience how blood
drives save lives.
“I’ve been in combat and
I’ve transfused blood to our
servicemembers, so I’ve seen
first-hand how important these
blood drives are,” said DietrichWilliams. “You can have the best
combat surgeon, the best medics
and top-of-the-line supplies,
but if you don’t have blood
you’re not saving anybody.”
Ruth Everingham, a lifetime
multi-gallon donor, first came to
Fort Carson in 1959 from Fort
Hood, Texas, with her husband,
who retired from the Army in
1961. At age 80, Everingham
still gives blood regularly.
“I’m one of those people
who likes to help people,”
said Everingham. “We’re all
born to help each other.”
Other donors shared their
reasons for supporting the troops.
Spc. Walter Hughes, 4th
Engineer Battalion, is a bone
marrow and a blood donor.
“I donate because it’s going to
our fellow troops,” he said

Reagan Morrow, Security
Service Federal Credit Union,
said, “I think it’s really
important. My husband is in
the military. If I were to give
blood anywhere, this is the
place I want to do it.”
Dietrich-Williams said that
because of the support from
the community, she wants to be
part of Colorado Springs.
“Colorado Springs is the
only community that I’ve
experienced in 18 years of
military service where there’s
such a strong support toward
the military,” said DietrichWilliams. I have never seen
this at any (other) installation.
Colorado Springs defines
patriotism because the people
bend over backwards for their
servicemembers in uniform.
Give my thanks to everyone
that reads your paper because
without your support, I wouldn’t
be coming back.”
For more information
about ASBP visit
www.militaryblood.dod.mil.

Spc. Kimberly Andino, 4th Engineer Battalion, 43rd Area
Support Group, jokes around with Alva Johnson, Fort Knox,
Ky., as she gives blood. "I know a lot of people can't
donate," said Andino. "It's nice to help out since I can't be
there (Iraq and Afghanistan)."

Blood donors and volunteers fill the Special Events Center at Fort Carson during the Armed Services Blood Program drive March 7.

Spc.
Benjamin
Miller,
William
Beaumont
Medical
Center,
Fort Bliss,
Texas,
packs
blood in
a cooler
with
ice for
transport
to Fort
Hood,
Texas.
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Military Families camp together, grow together
by James H Egbert
Mountaineer Staff
Active-duty Soldiers and their
Families are invited to enjoy a
week of fun and relaxation with
Young Life Family Camp, at Trail
West in Buena Vista.
Trail West offers an assortment
of activities and ample
opportunity to relax and
enjoy some much-needed
peace and quiet.
Daily activities include
horseback riding, a ropes

course, Frisbee golf, jeep tours,
fishing and whitewater rafting along
with great food and accommodations.
Trail West is a family resort located
at the base of 14,196-foot Mt. Yale,
views are among Colorado’s finest.
Last summer, 108 Fort Carson
Families with a deployed parent or
one who had recently returned from

a combat zone attended Trail West
Family Camp. Family camp is more
than spectacular scenery and high
adventure; it’s about building Families
and making memories.
A family of five would normally
pay $4,000 per week. However,
thanks to the financial support of
anonymous donors around the country,

approximately 170 Soldiers and their
Families will enjoy a vacation at
resort for a minimal registration
fee, charge based on rank. For pay
grades E1-E5 the rate is $50; E6-E9,
$75, CW1-O3 $100; O4 and above
pay $150. The registration fee
includes all meals, activities and
lodging for the entire week.
Of the Families attending
camp, most had a parent
who has been deployed to a
combat zone in the last 18
months. Several of the
Families currently had a
spouse in a combat zone.
Many of the Soldiers attending
the camp will be deploying
this fall, making this
summer a great opportunity
to spend quality time with
their Families.
Single-parent military
Families and Families with a
deployed spouse are encouraged to attend as well. Space
is limited, so apply now.
“We are so pleased that
we can offer this program
to our military community
members to show them how
much we appreciate their

Right: Horseback riding is just
one of the many Family activities
available at Trail West Camp.
Inset: Children enjoy games of
all kinds played with the entire
Family at the Trail West Camp.

See Camp on page 15
Photos courtesy of Young Life Military Ministries
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1999 Dodge Ram
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1993 Chevrolet
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Photos by 2nd Lt. Tyrell Keplinger

Sappers lend hurricane
victims a hand
Members of the 62nd Engineer Company, 4th Engineer Battalion volunteered their time
and services to assist an elderly couple with their move back to New Orleans, La. The
unit had contacted Silver Key Senior Services, Inc., looking for a way to help our senior
citizens. Originally from New Orleans, the couple was forced to leave their home
because of the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina in August 2005. Twelve
Sappers spent the entire morning moving household goods from the couple’s
apartment to their moving truck. The couple appreciated and admired for the Soldiers
who took the time to help them.

Miscellaneous
TAPS — The Tragedy Assistance Program for
Survivors will hold Survivor Seminars and a Good
Grief Camp April 5 at the Elkhorn Conference
Center. TAPS facilitates peer-based emotional
support for loved ones of those who died while
serving in or support of the U.S. Armed Forces.
The seminars are open to all those who are
grieving without regard to circumstances, relationship
to the deceased or branch of military. TAPS is a
private organization with no affiliation to the
Department of Defense. For more information
or to register for free seminars held at
Fort Carson, go to: www.taps.org/taps_programs/
seminars/ FortCarson08.aspx.
4th ID Town Hall Meeting — all Family and friends
of the division are encouraged to attend. The meeting
will be March 26, 10:30 a.m. at McMahon
Auditorium. Child care will be available with prior
reservations. Contact Melissa Glasspoole at 526-8149
or melissa.glasspoole@us.army.mil by March 21.
Army Community Service — will be closed March
21 due to the Fort Carson training holiday. For
emergencies only contact: AER: 279-3941, Family
Advocacy Victim Advocate: 577-3171. Employment
Readiness Program will be closed today due to
training and on March 28 due to the Child and
Youth Services Youth Career Fair.
Motorcycle safety courses — All active-duty
Soldiers are required to complete a Motorcycle Safety
Course to ride a motorcycle anywhere, anytime,
on or off post. Basic Rider Course is for those
who have never ridden or have minimal experience.
For a schedule or to register visit: www.motorcycletrainingacademy.com or call 380-1448. The experienced rider course is for those who have completed
the basic course, have their own motorcycle and
want additional training/refresher course. Questions
can be directed to Ken Sundgren, lead instructor
at 526-8045 or ksungren@capefoxit.com.
Abandoned Vehicles — The Fort Carson Provost
Marshal’s Office Traffic Section has initiated a
vigorous campaign to rid Fort Carson of the
abandoned vehicle problem. The PMO will continue
to pursue this campaign until the problem is
minimized or eliminated.
In accordance with Fort Carson Regulation
210-4, Fort Carson Regulation 190-5, and Criminal
Code 18-4-509, it is unlawful to abandon a motor
vehicle and or personal recreational property on the
installation. A motor vehicle left unattended or
unmoved upon a street, highway, right of way or
parking lot for more than seven days is considered
an abandoned vehicle; failure to display current
license plates or identification; or has been damaged
or deteriorated so extensively that it has value only
for junk or salvage. All personal trailers and
recreational vehicles must be stored with the
Morale, Welfare and Recreation facilities while on
Fort Carson. Once a vehicle has been identified
in violation of one of the above categories, a
notification form FC 1094 will be issued. After
72 hours of the violation notice, the property will
be seized and stored at the owner’s expense. After
120 days, the vehicle/property will be disposed
of in accordance with state law. Any questions
regarding policies and/or procedures should be
directed to the Fort Carson Office of the Provost
Marshal Traffic Section at 526-1770.
Disposition: Checker Towing (contracted)
for disposing of abandon vehicles.
Fees: $75 hook up
$25 tow fee
$20 a day storage. After 120 days, Checker

See Camp from page 12

sacrifices and to give them a chance
to bond deeper as a Family and relax.
There are so many activities that are
Family-related to create an entire
Family adventure and bonding time,”
said Debi Nancarrow of Young Life,
Military Community Youth Ministries.
According to observations made
by Young Life, Military Community
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Towing will dispose of the vehicle in accordance
with state law.
Fabulous Spouses Social Group — is a group for
the spouses of Soldiers who suffer from traumatic
brain injury and post traumatic stress disorder. The
social group has activities such as getting massages,
having coffee, taking bike rides and hiking.
Meetings are held at Healer Chapel at Evans Army
Community Hospital, the second Wednesday of
each month from 4:30-5 p.m. or 6 p.m. For more
information contact Jackie Skinner at 261-1011.
Operation Purple Camp — The National Military
Family Association announced recently that Airman
and Family Readiness Center at Peterson Air Force
Base and Outer Edge Performance were chosen to
host a Operation Purple Summer Camp in 2008.
Peterson’s Operation Purple Camp for 7-11 year
olds is July 6-11 and will be at Snow Mountain
Ranch in Winter Park. Outer Edge Performance
camps are for 10-17 year olds and will be held in
Larkspur at Ponderosa Conference Center June 2-8,
June 14-20 and June 29-July 5.
Registration for Operation Purple Camp begins
March 24. Applications will only be accepted online.
Sign-up at www.operationpurple.org to receive
e-mail notices and camp updates. Each camp is
purple and open to children of servicemembers of
any branch of service, active duty, National Guard
or Reserve, as well as children of members of the
Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service
and National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration.
Camps are free to all eligible children thanks to a
partnership with the Sierra Club Foundation and
support from the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation.
If you would like to volunteer at an Operation
Purple Camp or for additional information, contact
Tracie Modrell at tracie.modrell@us.army.mil or
719-282-8351.
Creative movement class — School District 8 and
the city of Colorado Springs Therapeutic
Recreation Program is sponsoring a series of
classes designed to enhance your child’s creative
thinking and imagination. This program series
designed for children 1-2 years old with and without
disabilities. The program includes movement to
music, cooperative play, sensory integration and
perceptual motor activities. Parents/guardians are
encouraged to attend with their children and
siblings are welcome. Classes with be held 9:3010:30 a.m. Wednesdays, in the staff development
room at the Lorraine Education and Community
Center, 301 E. Iowa Ave., Fountain. The fee for the
five-week program is $36. To register, pick up a
registration form at any School District 8 school.
For more information, contact Felicia Barnhart at
385-6964 or fbarnhart@springsgov.com.
Fountain-Fort Carson School District — has
openings for food delivery drivers and food
service workers. Call Dawn at 382-1334.
Donated annual leave needed for Fort Carson
civilian employees — Lou Ann Armstrong,
Garrison Resource Management; Helen Crow,
Bureau of Land Management; Carl DeFranco,
Michelle Bower, Derrick Richeson and Charles
(Chuck) Woodson, Space and Missile Defense
Command; May Harris, Army Community Service;
Mary Gomez, Craig Daniels, Military Personnel
Department; Danette Wyatt, Directorate of Morale,
Welfare and Recreation, Child and Youth Services;
Michael Welsh, Directorate of Logistics and
Timothy C. Hensley, Training Support Team,
Directorate of Plans, Training and Maneuver,
Range Division, had medical emergencies and
have exhausted all available leave.
Armstrong, Crow, Harris, Bower, DeFranco,

Woodson, Gomez, Daniles, Wyatt, Richeson, Welsh
and Hensley have been accepted in the Voluntary
Leave Transfer Program. To donate annual leave,
call or e-mail Garrison Resource Management, at
526-1841/39 or lisa.hurtado1@us.army.mil to obtain
form OF-630A, “Request to Donate Annual Leave.”
Hurtado’s fax number is 526-3054.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets to
the family of Sgt. James Craig, deceased. Anyone
having claims against or indebtedness to his estate
should contact Capt. Erica Mitchell, (706) 294-1844.
Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo Scholarship
applications — As a part of the Annual Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo Parade held in July, Aleut
Management Services, in coordination with the
Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce Military
Affairs Division, sponsors scholarships awarded to
deserving Family members of U.S. servicemembers
killed or wounded in action while in a designated
combat zone. The applicant must be accepted to
an accredited college or university or a current
college student. Applicants must be committed to
attend during the 2007-2008 academic year.
Students who have already been selected for full
scholarships that will be awarded during the 20082009 academic year or have been selected to attend
a Military Service Academy are not eligible.
All applications must be postmarked no later than
April 30. Send applications to: Military Affairs
Council, Attention: Rodeo Parade Scholarship
Committee, Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce,
6 S. Tejon, Ste. 700, Colorado Springs, CO 80903.
For more information, contact Brian Binn at
575-4325 or e-mail brian@cscc.org or the Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo Parade Event Manager,
Brenda Carender, at 262-7160 or e-mail
brenda.carender@aleutmgt.com.

Youth Ministries, military children
may walk the same school hallways
as other teens, but often you can
never tell them apart by appearance.
They live in a much different world.
For them, being labeled a military
“brat” is like being called a
“brother” or “friend.” Military brats
may attend as many as six different
schools between sixth-grade and
their senior year. Many move to

other countries. Most are likely to
live with only one parent while
often enduring multiple 15-month
deployments by their other parent.
In their world, uncertainty has
become the only certainty.
Recognizing that “reaching
every kid, everywhere” includes
those on military installations,
Young Life, Military Community
Youth Ministries has been

15

ministering to military children for
almost 50 years.
Military Family Camp opens
the experience up to the military
brat’s entire Family and offers the
chance for renewal and strength amid
the pressures and stresses common
to military life.
The summer camping experience
has become an integral part of
Young Life’s outreach and ministry.
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God has a plan
Commentary by Chap. (Capt.) Brian K. Smith
2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment

Holy week and Easter services
Catholic

Everyone often wonders if their life has any
relevance. Everyone ponders their personal worth or value.
I recently heard a person ask, “Does God really care?”
My answer was quick, “Of course he does!”
The prophet Jeremiah had a profound revelation from
God. He had been chosen to carry God’s message to the
nations before he was even conceived (Jeremiah 1:4-5).
God cared enough for the nations that he provided Jeremiah
as a messenger for them. He would also use this individual
to deliver the message that a messiah would be provided to
redeem the world.
God cares enough to have a plan and a way to use us in
it. God used the woman at the well to introduce Jesus to the
Samaritans. God used John Mark, a young man, to collect
the teachings of Jesus and compile one of the first Gospels.
He used Paul, a former persecutor of the early church, to
lead one of the first great missionary movements and to write
most of the New Testament. He used Lydia, a business
woman, to help Paul start one of his more successful
churches when she allowed him to work from her home.
No matter how good or bad our past has been, God has a
significant purpose for each of us. You may not know when
the opportunity happens. You may not even realize that you
have made your contribution. But by being obedient
to the teachings of Christ and following his daily disciplines,
we will in the least do no harm to the world and at the
most, further the success of God’s providence as he fulfills
his will for the world.
Everyone’s life is important. Everyone’s existence is
relevant. We only need to see ourselves in the importance
of God’s relevant plan.

 Holy Thursday, Mass at 7 p.m.,
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel
 Good Friday Liturgy, March 21
at noon, Healer Chapel
 Good Friday Liturgy at 7 p.m.,
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel
 Easter Vigil, March 22,
Mass at 8 p.m., Soldiers’
Memorial Chapel
 Easter Sunday, March 23,
9 a.m., Soldiers’
Memorial Chapel

Protestant
 Post wide Easter Sunrise
Service, March 23, 7 a.m.,
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel
 Easter Sunday, Contemporary Service, 11 a.m., Veterans Chapel
 Easter Sunday, Gospel Service, 11 a.m., Provider Chapel
 Easter Protestant Service, 11 a.m., Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel
 No 9 a.m. Protestant Communion Service at Provider

Passover Seder
 Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel will host a Jewish-style Seder for the Protestant
congregation, officiated by a Rabbi, Thursday, 7 p.m. Meal and a walk
through of the Passover provided. This is a no-cost-to-you event.
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Chapel

Chapel Schedule

Holy Week and Easter services:
Catholic:
Holy Thursday, March 20 — Mass at 7 p.m.,
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel.
Good Friday, March 21, noon, Healer Chapel
Good Friday, March 21, Liturgy at 7 p.m.,
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel
Easter Vigil, March 22, Mass at 8 p.m., Soldiers’
Memorial Chapel
Easter Sunday, March 23, 9:15 Soldiers’
Memorial Chapel
Protestant:
Postwide Easter Sunrise Service, March 23,
7:30 a.m., Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel.
Military Council of Catholic Women — is a
group of Catholic women who meets weekly to
provide spiritually enriching programs that enable
women to minister to one another while serving as
a vital enhancement of the religious support mission
of Army chaplains and chapels.
The group meets at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel
the first Friday of the month from 9-11:30 a.m. for
devotions and a chapel project; on the second and third
Thursdays, 9-11:30 a.m. for Bible study and on the
fourth Thursday of the month from 9-11:30 a.m. for
“Mary’s Mommies,” an outreach to mothers and
children under the age of 6. Child care provided, if
needed; contact Tana Caballero at 886-4360.
Vacation Bible School — will be June 16-20, in
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel, from 8:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to help children learn through
fun, song, adventure, drama and games how much God
loves them; call Pat Treacy, 524-2458 or Amy West,
393-139, amywest43@msn.com.
The Army Cycle of Prayer
Please pray this week for the following:
Unit: Soldiers, noncommissioned officers, officers and
Families of the 1st Cavalry Division headquartered at Fort
Hood, Texas.
Army: For members of Army aviation, providing fire
and maneuver from the air to combat, combat service
and combat service support in coordinated operations
as an integral member of the combined arms team.
State: For all Soldiers and their Families from

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Day
Mon., Wed., Fri.
Tues., Thurs.
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Saturday

Time
noon
noon
5 p.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.

Service
Mass
Mass
Mass
Mass
CRE
Mass
RCIA
Reconciliation

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Sunday
Tuesday

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
6 p.m.
11 a.m.
7 p.m.

Protestant
Protestant Communion
Protestant
Protestant/Gospel
Sunday School
Sunday School
PWOC
Adult Bible Study
Contemporary
Youth ministry

Chapel
Healer
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Healer
Soldiers’
Soldiers’

Location
Evans Army Hospital
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Evans Army Hospital
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez

Contact Person
Fr. Gagliardo/526-7412
Chap. Coe/526-5769
Chap. Coe/526-5769
Chap. Coe/526-5769
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Fr. Gagliardo/576-7412
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Chap. Coe/526-5769

Evans Army Hospital
Barkeley & Ellis
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Ellis
Barkeley & Ellis
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Magrath & Titus
Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Pollok/526-7387
Chap. Mitchell/650-8042
Chap. Pies/526-8011
Chap. McBride/526-0478
Chap. McBride/526-0478
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Chap. Pies/526-8011
Mr. Love/526-5229
Chap. Lesh/526-8890
Pat Treacy/524-2458

PROTESTANT
Healer
Provider
Soldiers’
Provider
Provider
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers'
Veterans
Soldiers’

JEWISH
For information and a schedule of Jewish Sabbath services, call the U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Chapel at 333-2636.

Monday

7 p.m.

WICCA
Building 4800, corner of Harr and O’Connell

Rhonda Helfrich/338-9464B

NATIVE AMERICAN SWEAT LODGE
Native American sweat lodge ceremonies (He Ska Akicita Inipi) are offered to military dependents and Department of Defense personnel. These lodges are traditional
Lakota spiritual ceremonies for cleansing, purification and prayer, and are fully sanctioned and supported by the Fort Carson Chaplain Command. Please call the
following for information and directions: Charlie Erwin at 382-8177 or erwincl@msn.com; or Zoe Goodblanket at 442-0929.

the state of California. Pray also for Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, the state legislators and municipal
officials of The Golden State.
Nation: For the elected members of the U.S. Senate
and their task of crafting public and foreign policy.
Religious: For members of the Christian faith who will
observe Holy Week and Easter Sunday in recognition of the
passion and resurrection of Christ.
For more information on the Army Cycle of Prayer, or
to pray for items from previous weeks, visit the cycle’s
Web site at www.usarmychaplain.com.

Daily Bible readings: To assist in regular Scripture reading, the
following Scriptures are recommended. These Scriptures are part
of the common daily lectionary, which is designed to present the
entire Bible over a three-year cycle.
Today — Psalms 97, Deuteronomy 19-21
Saturday — Psalms 98, Deuteronomy 22-24
Sunday — Psalms 99, Deuteronomy 25-27
Monday — Psalms 100, Deuteronomy 28-30
Tuesday — Psalms 101, Deuteronomy 31-34
Wednesday — Psalms 102, Luke 1
Thursday — Psalms 103, Luke 2-3

Get started fast with a FREE box of checks!

Here’s to YOUR next

&+(/721&5
35(6,'(17,$/
3$,173$&.$*(

with integrated clear coat



$

ALL THIS
FOR ONLY...
5HJ3ULFH
Two Year Gloss Warranty

Van,Truck and Commercial Vehicles by Estimate.
Stripping of old paint, body work and
rust repairs extra.
With coupon. Expires 3-15-08
Not valid with any other offer.

{ paydays }
Ent FREE Value Checking
Everyone loves payday. And with a free checking account from Ent, there’s even more to
love about getting paid. Benefits like no minimum balance requirement, no monthly
fees, the convenience of a free Visa® Check Card* and a free box of checks to get you
started make Ent’s FREE Value Checking Account* the best place for your hard earned
money. And, you can sign up for free Direct Deposit to safely and securely deposit your
paycheck into your checking account each payday – giving you more time to relax and
enjoy your days off.
Stop by today and open your FREE Value Checking Account at any one of Ent’s
24 convenient service center locations in Southern Colorado.

8055-DHA03/08

Ent.com : : Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100
Pueblo (719) 542-5276 : : Toll-free 800-525-9623
* For qualifying applicants
Ent is a community-chartered credit union. Ent is a trade name of Ent Federal Credit Union • Federally Insured by NCUA
Equal Opportunity Lender • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2007

)5(((VWLPDWHV
,QVXUDQFH&ODLPV+DQGOHG
1DWLRQZLGH:DUUDQW\
3URPSW5HSDLUV
8QPDWFKHG4XDOLW\
+DLO'DPDJH6SHFLDOLVWV

20 MOUNTAINEER — March 14, 2008

Community

Cub Scouts hold Pinewood Derby race
Story and photo by Cindy Mathis
Assistant Den Leader
Fort Carson Pack 264 held its annual pinewood
derby race at the Special Events center.
Weeks prior, the Scouts were each given a block
of pinewood with two notches for wheels, four
plastic wheels and four nails. The finished car must
use all nine pieces, must not exceed five ounces,
must not exceed a certain length and must fit on the
track used by that particular scout pack. Other than
the basic design rules, the Cub Scout is able to carve

and decorate the car as he chooses.
This year’s designs were one-of-a-kind.
Usually the Scouts work on this project with
their fathers, but Cub Scout Pack 264 held a
workshop to help Scouts who have a deployed
parent get their cars completed. There were more
than 35 entries with many different car designs.
All of the first place winners will be
moving on to the district-level event in April.
For more information about joining Cub
Scouts on Fort Carson, contact Cindy Mathis
at 559-8886 or cubscouts264@yahoo.com.

Overall race
winners were:
Tigers Den (first-graders)
1st place: Zaine Magiera
2nd place: Conor Hale
3rd Place: A.J. Arnold
Wolf Den (second-graders)
1st Place: Blake Massey
2nd Place: Colton Barnhart
3rd Place: Camerin Pfeifer
Bears Den: (third-graders)
1st Place: David Boyles
2nd place: Jamire Pierce
3rd place: Austin Pfeifer
Webelos den:
(fourth and fifth-graders)
1st place: Jake Greene
2nd place: Kevin Wolgast
3rd place: Brandon Cohn

Cub Scouts of Pack 264 stand by during the local Pinewood Derby.
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Fort Carson, Colorado

•

www.carson.army.mil

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:
Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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El Pomar Foundation reaches out to military community
Story and photo by
James H. Egbert
Mountaineer staff

costs of setting up the program.
Presenting the grant was William
Hybl, chairman and chief executive
officer of the El Pomar Foundation.
Hybl said,“This grant supports a
terrific organization in the Boys and
Girls Clubs and of the more than
4000 Boys and Girls Clubs in
America, only 14 are participating
in the ASPYN program. We hope
that number will grow because this
program deals with the before-andafter school efforts of those Families

On March 4, The Boys and Girls
Club of the Pikes Peak Region
announced that the Army School-Age
Programs in Your Neighborhood
program has received a $125,000 grant
from the El Pomar Foundation benefits
the Families of Soldiers at Fort
Carson and surrounding community.
The grant was awarded to offset

At a press conference, Sgt. Thurman Foster and Staff Sgt. Ayesha Bogart talked about
how the program has helped their Families and allowed them to be more focused in
their work and achieving mission goals.
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The tools needed
to restore disaster-ravaged lives
aren’t always hammers
and nails.

The hurt of disaster cuts much deeper
than the eye can see. That’s why a caring touch
and understanding can sometimes be the most powerful tools of all.
When lives need rebuilding, The Salvation Army knows it takes much more
than the tools that come from the hardware store...it takes the tools that come
from the heart. So please give generously. Call 1-800-SAL-ARMY,
donate on-line or send your monetary contribution to:
National Disaster Fund
The Salvation Army National Headquarters
615 Slaters Lane Alexandria, VA 22313
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•

NEED KNOWS NO SEASON

who have men and women serving in
Iraq and Afghanistan. The Boys and
Girls Club is stepping up to help.”
ASPYN program is a collaborative
effort among the United States Army,
the Boys and Girls Clubs, and the
National Association of Child Care
Resource and Referral Agencies that
provides fee assistance to military
Families and Department of Defense
civilian employees and their families
living off post. This is in response to
the growing military population at
Fort Carson, due to the impact of
the Base Realignment and Closure
strategy. ASPYN providers are specially
trained to meet the National After
School Association Standards for
Quality School Age Care.
The ASPYN program provides
Army-sponsored off-post school age
care as a supplement to, not a substitute
for Army operated on-post school-age
care. According to statements made by
Boys and Girls Club representatives,
ASPYN program care options
provide the same quality and peace of
mind as on-post school age programs.
Participating civilian school-age programs must meet standards comparable
to those required in the Army Child and
Youth Services System. The civilian
programs will receive ongoing training
and oversight as staff work to achieve

national accreditation.
Families pay reduced fees,
comparable to those charged on-post.
Fees are based on total-family income
in order to make the programs more
affordable to everyone.
“One very important aspect of
what we are doing here is bringing
the community together, whether
you’re in the Army, The Boys and
Girls Club organization, a supporter
or part of El Pomar. This is one
community that we have to work with
to make sure it functions effectively
for everyone,” said Hybl.
The El Pomar Foundation has been
involved with fostering a cooperative
relationship between Fort Carson, Boys
and Girls Club and the surrounding
community since the early 1930s by
helping to support programs that
benefit both the Army Family and
local families of the Pikes Peak region.
Accepting the grant was Laura
Neumann, board chair, Boy and
Girls Club of the Pikes Peak Region.
Neumann said, “As we celebrate our
120th year of serving the youth in
our community, we are proud that the
Army entrusts us with one of their
most treasured assets, those are the
children of Soldiers, serving our
See ASPYN on page 22
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New at the
Library

All books are located in the New Book Section:












The Mighty Fallen, Our Nation’s Greatest War Memorials.
731.7609
Weapon, a Visual History of Arms and Armor. 623.4
Military Transition to Civilian Success, the Complete
Guide for Veterans and Their Families. 650.14
Beyond Hell and Back: How America’s Special Operations Forces
Became the World’s Greatest Fighting Unit. 356.1609
The Day of Battle, the War in Sicily and Italy, 1943-1944.
940.54
Fanatic, 10 Things All Sports Fans Should do Before They
Die. 796
O’s Guide to Life, the Best of the Oprah Magazine. 158.1
Imperial Life in the Emerald City, Inside Iraq’s Green Zone.
956.7044
Soldier’s Heart, Reading Literature Through Peace and War at
West Point. 810.7117
Encore, Finding Work that Matters in the Second Half of Life.
331.398

community and our country and
ultimately protecting our freedom.”
In 2003, BGCPPR was selected as
a pilot site by the Boys and Girls Club
of America and the Department of the
Army to support “Operation Proud
Partners” by providing military Families
with access to the same programs
offered for youth from 6-18 years old.
The BGCPPR surpassed the initial goal
of serving 100 military children and now
continues, having served more than 500
youth through the program’s history.
Boys and Girls Clubs of the Pikes
Peak Region offers a variety of programs
and activities that can be divided into
the following five core service areas:
character and leadership development,
education and career development,
health and life skills, the arts, and
sports, fitness and recreation.
Col. Eugene Smith, garrison
commander said, “This program
provides a peace of mind to the parents
serving at Fort Carson at home or
deployed, knowing that their children
are being taken care of with the highestquality before and after school care.
This allows the Soldier to keep their
focus on their mission knowing that
their Families are being cared for.”
Two Fort Carson Soldiers represented
their Families and Fort Carson at the
press conference. Staff Sgt. Ayesha
Bogart, a single mother of a 9-year

old son, who participates in the ASPYN
program in School District 11.
“The program gave me peace of
mind knowing that my son will be
picked up after school and taken to the
center where he can do his homework
and have some down time and just be a
kid before going home. When we get
home, I want it to be our sanctuary. The
program gives us the time and support
we both need,” said Bogart.
Sgt. Thurman Foster, who is also a
single parent serving full time in the
National Guard and his 8-year old
daughter also participated in the
program through School District 8.
“Basically the program allows me
to focus on my job knowing that my
daughter is being cared for. She has
fun and has time to relax as well after
school, and because they help her
get her homework done before
coming home, she has more play time
when we get home.”
Both of the Soldiers added that the
staff tutors their children when they
have difficulties with their homework.
The grant from the El Pomar
foundation is just one of a continuing
string of grants that are a direct
reflection of the Fort Carson community
and the needs of the Families. El
Pomar has been involved with Fort
Carson, even when it was called Camp
Carson, helping to augment programs
funded by the Army and other local
community agencies.

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com
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10th CSH practices for
Story and photos by Pfc. Chelsey Watson
Fort Carson Public Affairs Office
In preparation for the upcoming Surgical
Exercise, the 10th Combat Support Hospital set
up its new Alaska Shelters last month. Alaska
Shelter is a structure that provides protection for
equipment, personnel, and supplies in all types
of extreme climate and terrain. This practice will
affect the setup of the hospital by making the
process go more smoothly and faster.
Soldiers in the CSH showed their determination
and skills while setting up these shelters. The unit
has 72 hours to set up a fully functional hospital and
24 hours to get the EMT section up and running to
mission capable standards. The EMT section was
to standard in approximately four hours; the entire
hospital in approximately 48 hours. Taking down
the hospital, took one day, compared to the old
temper which took approximately two days.
Sgt. Kindra Ussery said, “With these new
shelters, more people are able to work at once,
which makes set up a lot faster. There is also
less heavy lifting the bundles are much lighter.
Once we become fully proficient, we should be
able to set each shelter up in one hour.”

This process will only improve as the
CSH becomes more proficient and experienced
with Alaska Shelters.
The mission starts before any shelters are set
up with a group of Soldiers staking out the field
site and plotting where everything will go, down
to the last millimeter. They placed different
colored strings to represent where each shelter
will be setup. They calculate the spacing between
each shelter and the order in which each shelter
will go, to make a fully functional hospital.
Then a dunnage team receives a layout of the
hospital and strategically places each Military-Owned
Demountable Container around the perimeter, both
for protection and easy access for supplies per section.
Temper teams were set up, which work on
one shelter at a time. These teams are composed
of approximately 10-12 Soldiers. There were four
temper teams and one International Organization
for Standardization team.
The ISO teams open up the operating room
and X-ray lab. A power-distro team places
generators, heaters, air conditioners and power
supply lines for the entire hospital.
Together, these teams are successful in
setting up a Combat Support Hospital.
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SURGEX
Sgt. Zeth Holbert and Pfc. Bo Taylor, 10th CSH, put the frame work for the Alaska
shelter together. The new shelters are easier and faster to put together.

Left: Spc. Joanne Hillcoat, Pvt. Angelina
Mayoya, Spc. Sara Lister and Spc.
Samantha Mendez, all from 10th CSH,
pull the Alaska Shelter liner over the
structure. The CSH is preparing for an
upcoming surgical exercise.

Right: Sgt. Danny Madena drives a stake
into the frame of the Alaska Shelter with
help from Pfc. Timothy O’Keeffe.

Soldiers from the 10th Combat
Support Hospital lay the floor
for the Alaska shelter.

Soldiers in the 10th CSH direct the placement of
the Military-Owned Demountable Containers.

Layout by Jeanne Mazerall
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Stimulus available to taxpayers
by Capt. Craig Scrogham
Office in charge, Fort Carson Tax center
There have been a lot of questions lately
regarding the stimulus package that was recently
passed and how it will affect those of us serving
and retired from the military. The Internal Revenue
Service has answered our questions regarding the
stimulus, and I’m happy to say it is good news.
In most cases, the stimulus will amount to $300$600 for individuals and $600-$1,200 for married
couples who filing jointly, with an additional $300
payment per qualifying child. All that is required to
get the stimulus payment is to file a 2007 Federal
tax return with at least $3,000 in qualifying income.
The majority of taxpayers don’t need to do anything
extra to receive the payment. If you chose to have
your refund direct deposited, the stimulus payment
will be direct deposited as well. If you choose
to receive your refund via check, your stimulus
payment will also be sent via check.
The main questions to answer are what is
“qualifying income” and whether people who normally
do not need to file a tax return qualify for these
stimulus payments? For instance, many retirees
whose only source of income is from the Veterans’
Affairs and the Social Security Administration do
not always need to file a tax return. Likewise, many
active-duty Soldiers whose only income qualified for
the combat exclusion also do not normally need to
file. If you are in either of these two groups, you can
get the stimulus payment by filing a return. On the
return form, you simply include VA benefits, Social
Security benefits, and excludable combat pay to

reach the $3,000 limit and you will
qualify for a stimulus payment. By
filing a return and including these
benefits will in no way affect the amount
of your future VA or SSA benefits or
create any tax liability. The stimulus
payment is tax-free and you will not
need to report this as income in 2008.
If you fall in this category of not
normally needing to file, but would
like to receive the stimulus payment,
you must file a 2007 Federal tax return
in a special way. For retirees an IRS
1040 or 1040A, enter your name,
address, Social Security Number and
filing status on the form. Then write the amount of
your VA or SSA benefits you received on line 14a
of the 1040A or line 20a of the 1040. If you are not
positive of the yearly amount of your benefits, you
can estimate them by taking your monthly amount
and multiplying it by the total number of months
you received these payments. You can include
wages earned to reach the $3,000 mark by entering
that amount on line 7. All that needs to be done then
is to write “stimulus payment” at the top of your
return and then mail it to the IRS.
For Soldiers, who would not normally need to
file a tax return because your only income was
from excludable combat pay, include the amount
of excludable combat pay (found in block 12 of
your W-2 and listed with a Q code) on line 40b
of the 1040A and write “stimulus payment” on
the top of your form as well.
If your spouse or Family member is deployed

Our Mission

is to provide our growing community with
the highest quality automotive solutions
possible from purchase to service.

We Will

treat every customer and team member with
respect and integrity to achieve a positive,
supportive and productive environment.

and they were planning on filing
their 2007 Federal tax return when
they get back and you are worried
they might miss out on this stimulus
payment, there are a number of
options available. Most Soldiers
will have access to a tax center,
where they can do their own taxes
while deployed, or have access to
a Legal Assistance office that can
help them make a special power of
attorney for tax purposes to send
home. Soldiers who have access
to the Internet who can go to
www.IRS.gov where they can download
and complete IRS Form 2848 (power of attorney)
which they can send home. So long as they file
their return by Oct. 15, 2008, they will receive
the stimulus payment.
The IRS will begin mailing an informational
packet regarding the payments in late March with
further guidance on how to claim the stimulus
payment. The IRS will begin mailing/direct depositing
the stimulus checks in late May. If you would like
further information on the stimulus payments,
please visit the IRS Web site at www.IRS.gov.
The Fort Carson Tax center is more than willing
to help with preparing stimulus-payment-only
returns, but be sure to call and set up an appointment.
The Fort Carson Tax Center hours of operation
are 8 a.m-5 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Fridays, and will be open on Saturdays (tomorrow
and April 5) from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The Tax Center
can be reached at 524-1012 or 524-1013.

With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?
Adult Studies program distinctives:
7DNHFODVVHVDW3HWHUVRQ$)%RURQOLQH
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7DNHFODVVHVRQHHYHQLQJSHUZHHN
)LYHZHHNFRXUVHVDQGRQOLQHFRXUVHV
IRUEXV\DGXOWV
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OLIHOHDUQLQJH[SHULHQFHV

You’ve

made a commitment to our country.

We’ve

made a commitment to your family.

Find your perfect car.

DODCARS.COM New classes begin soon!
1-888-876-7604

)$,7+ZZZFFXHGX

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu
www.ccu.edu/usaf
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Police blotter
The following crimes were committed on the Fort Carson installation between Feb. 28-March 5.
Desertion and AWOL crimes
__9_ servicemembers were cited with AWOL
— failed to go to place of duty.
__2_ servicemembers were cited with AWOL —
surrendered to military/civilian authorities.
__5_ servicemembers were cited with
desertion.
Motor vehicle crimes
__1_ servicemember was cited with driving
under the influence of alcohol.
__2_ servicemembers were cited with blood
alcohol content of .08 or more.
__1_ servicemember was cited with driving
while ability impaired.
__1_ servicemember was cited with DUI per se.
__1_ civilian was cited with traffic accident
with damage to government property.
__1_ servicemember was cited with traffic
accident with damage to government
property.
Drug and alcohol crimes
(not including motor vehicles)
__3_ servicemembers were cited for
possession of marijuana.
__1_ servicemember was cited for cocaine
use determined by urinalysis test.
__1_ servicemember was cited for illegal

consumption of alcohol by an
underage person.
Property crimes
__2_ servicemembers were cited for larceny
of AAFES property.
Miscellaneous crimes
__2_ servicemembers were cited with
domestic assault — civilian female victim.
__2_ servicemembers were cited with simple
assault — consummated by battery.
__5_ servicemembers
were cited with
failure to obey a
general order.
__2_ civilians were
cited with assault.
__1_ civilian was cited
with third degree
assault.
__1_ servicemember
was cited with
disorderly
conduct.
__1_ servicemember
was cited with
assault on a
peace officer.

__1_ servicemember was cited with
disorderly conduct.
__1_ civilian was cited with criminal mischief.
__1_ civilian was cited with accessory
after the fact to commit other crimes
against property.
__1_ servicemember was cited with larceny
of AAFES property.
__3_ civilians were cited with theft
(shoplifting).
__2_ civilians were cited with domestic
violence — military male victim.

The Power to Amaze Yourself
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Stress Away

We Care About Our Troops!
Job Well Done...
“Soothing massage for weary soldiers”

RELIEVE MUSCLE TENSION,
STRESS & PAIN!

Please Call For FREE Transportation

REFRESH

REVITALIZE

Stress
Away
Across from the Crowne Plaza
Exit 138 at I-25 to Circle & Janitell

Sports
‘Colorado
Elite’
cheer
leaders
take top
honors
Story and photos by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
Sometimes the sweetest victory comes when
you know you did everything you could to be the best
and you are rewarded by winning a championship.
The young boys and girls who compete with
the Colorado Elite competitive cheerleading team
know what that feeling is all about by making
history by capturing the national championships
in Atlanta in February.
This is the first time that a team representing
Colorado has won this prestigious event which
brings together the best competitive cheerleading
teams from all over the country. Two members of

Sydni Stevenson-Love warms up with her Colorado Elite
teammates during a recent practice session at the
team’s training site in Colorado Springs.
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Phyllice Johnson-Love, left, and Michele Smith, second from left, watch as their daughters Yasmeen Smith, second
from right, and Sydni Stevenson-Love talk to them about pre-practice warmups.
training sessions in Colorado Springs and then when
the team arrived in Atlanta. Johnson-Love said she
was looking for a place to take her daughter so she
could continue to pursue the sport of competitive
cheerleading and she feels fortunate to have found
Colorado Elite for what they do for the children in
helping them athletically and helping them become
better young men and women. She said she loves
the time it takes to get the team to be as one and
she said the practice sessions here and a session in
Atlanta was key to the team’s success.
“The parents were locked out of the team
building because the coaches wanted the kids to
learn how to trust each other. The game I liked the
most was ‘who is the weakest link’ and what I liked
was none of the other team members would point
out another as the weak link. That is when they
knew what they were made of,” Johnson-Love said.
Michele Smith said she was as surprised as
anyone when the team was named the winner because
the competition was as tough as a two-dollar steak
and a lot of the teams performed exceptionally well.
“When they were announcing the teams in the
top 10, the more they didn’t mention Colorado,
the more we thought they didn’t do well. You could
see the team getting lower in spirit because they
didn’t think they got as high as
being in the top three.
When the (announcers) got to
second place and they (Colorado
Elite) didn’t get that they thought
they were out of it. There were
some other teams there that I
thought were just excellent so
I was shocked when they were
announced the winner. They
were really clean with their
routines but there were some
other teams that we felt the same
way about and we thought they
would win,” Smith said.
Both Smith and StevensonLove said they are looking to
add to the success they enjoyed
in Atlanta as national champions
in the future. Each said
representing the Mountain Post
community and themselves
was satisfying and they hoped was
Yasmeen Smith, front, warms up with her Colorado Elite teammates during the start of a long and fruitful
career in the sport.
a recent practice session at the team’s training site in Colorado Springs.

the Colorado Elite team, Yasmeen Smith and
Sydni Stevenson-Love are also members of the
Mountain Post Family. The two young women
have a tremendous love for the sport of
competitive cheerleading.
Smith decided she wanted to become involved
with competitive cheerleading after she made the
choice to give up gymnastics for the sport of
cheerleading. “I lived in Oklahoma where I did
gymnastics. I decided I wanted to choose between
gymnastics and cheerleading recently and I went
with cheerleading. I found more of a challenge in
cheerleading than I did in gymnastics,” Smith said.
Stevenson-Love has also had a natural love for
the sport, which comes partly from the fact that her
mother, Phyllice Johnson-Love, was a member of
the Denver Broncos cheerleaders when she was in
her younger adult years. Stevenson-Love, who
carries a 4.0 grade point average, is a gifted athlete
who loves being part of a team where she can help
her teammates, and herself, become the best they
can be. “I love being a part of this team because
there is a lot of teamwork here and everyone loves
each other,” Stevenson-Love said.
Stevenson-Love’s mother said the framework for
the team to be successful was laid in the team’s
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Nuggets to coach
youth hoop players
by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
The Denver Nuggets are hosting an
NBA-style youth basketball game March 28
at 1:30 p.m. at Metro State College (across
the street from the Pepsi Center in Denver).
The Fort Carson youth team will play a
game coached by Denver Nuggets team
members. Free tickets for the game are
available now. For transportation to the
game and more information contact Mark
Browning at 576-3198.
The Directorate of Morale, Welfare
and Recreation sports staff has
announced the date for the time trials to
select the team that will represent the
post at the 24th Annual Army Ten-Miler
Competition scheduled to be held Oct. 5 in
Washington, D.C.
Trials will be conducted March 24
at the post Special Events Center. People
interested in participating in the trials must
register with the Intramural Sports Office
by Monday. For more information and registration call 526-1372.
The All-Army wrestling team has
been selected for this year’s Armed
Forces championships.

Competing on this year’s team are:
Jermaine Hodge, Faruk Sahin, Alfredo
Varela, Joshua Habeck, Oscar Wood,
Aaron Sieracki, Glenn Garrison, Phillip
Simpson, Willie Parks, James Hollis,
Dremiel Byers, Kevin Ahearn and Deon
Hicks. The team will be coached by Shon
Lewis and Keith Idleburg, with Ian Wood
serving as team trainer.
The Colorado Parkinson
Foundation will sponsor its first Race
for Parkinson’s April 6 at America the
Beautiful Park. The organizers of the
event are looking for members of the
Fort Carson community to take part in
the race. Right now there are 400 people
registered for the race, 300 of whom are
affiliated with the Air Force installations
in Colorado Springs.
With so many Air Force people involved
event organizers are hoping to turn this into a
friendly competition between the Army and
Air Force. “It is my hope and desire to double
or quadruple that number with representation
from the Army and its dependents. With that,
I would like to formally extend an invitation
to the Fort Carson representatives of the U.S.

Photo by Walt Johnson

Army wrestling
World Class Athlete Program and All-Army Wrestling Team head
coach Shon Lewis, goes over wrestling moves with Willie Parks,
left, and Kevin Ahearn Tuesday. The All-Army team is in New Orleans
to compete in the Armed Forces tournament Saturday and Sunday,
looking for its 13th championship in the past 14 years.

See Bench page 32

NEW CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH
Strategically building a multicultural, multigenerational
congregation that focuses on demonstrating biblical love
regardless of a person’s background

Come and Celebrate Easter With us
March 23, 2008; 10:00 am

Where We Meet
731 North Iowa Ave, Colorado Springs, Co 80909

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sunday
Wednesday

Reduced
fees for
100%
combat pay
returns

100% combat pay = Rebate check
Rebate checks start at $300
Must file 2007 tax return to receive
your rebate
15 Locations in Pikes Peak area

Call 1-800234-1040 for
nearest office
Most offices are independently owned and operated.

8:30 am
10am
6:30pm

Sunday School
Worship Service
Bible Study

Pastor and Vanessa Grant (USMC Ret.); Ofﬁce - 591-7089
Cell – 200-9556; LGrant7489@aol.com, newcitycc.com
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Mountaineer Bask e tball Spor ts
Defense
A member of the post youth
basketball league, right,
plays defense against his
opponent, preventing him
from advancing to the
basket during youth
basketball action Saturday
at the youth center. The
season will continue
Saturday with games
beginning at 9 a.m.

Quick
hands
Company F, 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry
Regiment’s Keith Wright,
No. 9, deflects the ball
from 110th Military
Police Company’s Aaron
Kincaid during intramural
action Monday at
McKibben Physical
Fitness Center.
Photo by Walt Johnson

Photo by Walt Johnson

Get more of what you love with...

MAX Checking
Powered by BancVue

6.01

and Free ATMs Worldwide**

Plus, get a new, used or
refinanced auto loan as low as

3.99

APR***

for 36 months (other terms available)
EARN

Military Family Camp
Does your family crave adventure, excitement,
laughter and fun or just a break from the daily
stresses of life? Be a part of military family camp
at Young Life’s beautiful Trail West! Active duty
soldiers and their families will enjoy one week of
fun and relaxation in the beautiful Rocky mountains.
Families with a deployed spouse and single parent
families are encouraged to attend as well.

Space is limited, so apply now.
www.militaryfamilycamp.younglife.org
Ft. Carson contact:
Denise Haven (719) 526-5279
Email: denise.haven@us.army.mil

You Name
It...

OR

MAX RATES

6.01

On Balances From $0 - $50,000

AND

1.01

On Balances Over $50,000

BASE RATE

0.25

If Requirements Are Not Met

To earn the MAX Rates, perform the following each cycle***:

We Got It!

• 12 Check Card Transactions
• Receive Electronic Statement
• One direct deposit or ACH Auto Debit

Support the wonderful
businesses & services
that adorn the pages
of the Mountaineer.

Colorado Springs • Fountain • Monument • Castle Rock • Parker • Highlands Ranch • Elizabeth

aafcu.com 800•223•1983
*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. 6.01% APY paid on balances between one penny and $50,000, and 1.01% APY paid on all amounts
above $50,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. Dividends begin to accrue upon account opening. If you do not meet
the requirements during a given cycle, you will earn the Base Rate of 0.25% APY. March 1, 2008. We may change the dividend
rate and APY at any time after the account is opened. 12 Check card transactions must be signature (credit) based to qualify. Make
twelve or more signature/credit-based transaction purchases using your Visa® Check Card. PIN based transactions do not count
toward the 12 required transactions. ACH or Direct Deposit must be to/from MAX Checking (S12) account. No minimum balance
required. No minimum balance to open this account. Available to personal accounts only. No monthly service charge. If you do
not meet the requirements per cycle, your account will still function as a free checking account earning the Base Rate, however it
will not receive ATM Refunds for that time period. **ATM refunds up to $25 per cycle (limited to $4.99 per item) if requirements are
met. . ***APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Requires direct deposit and automatic payment. Requires MAX
Checking account. MAX Checking account must remain open to qualify for rate. 36 monthly payments of
$296.00 per $10,000.00 borrowed at 3.99% APR. Limited time offer; rate subject to change. Other rates and
WHUPVDYDLODEOH2WKHUUHVWULFWLRQVDSSO\ $F\FOHLVGH¿QHGDVWKHSHULRGEHWZHHQWKHODVWEXVLQHVVGD\
of the month and the next to last business day of the following month. Federally insured by NCUA.
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Army to compete against the Air Force in this event,”
said J. David Currin, event coordinator.
The Colorado Parkinson Foundation Inc. is this
State’s chapter of the National Parkinson Foundation,
a Combined Federal Campaign, all-volunteer
organization dedicated to providing the financial needs
of the Jeanne Taylor Parkinson’s support group and
raising funds to promote research for neurological
disorders. They fund transportation assistance for
members who are unable to drive, respite care funds for
caregivers who need to have another caregiver fill in
while they attend our programs, music and dance therapy
classes each week, an annual educational symposium,
several monthly group meetings and other assistance
needs for more than 200 families in our community.
Approximately 60 percent of the active organization is
veterans or Family members. Registration for the fivekilometer run, three kilometer for walkers, is $20 for the
race that will begin at 10 a.m. An award ceremony is
scheduled for noon. Register at www.parkies.org.
According to the Colorado Springs Sports
Corporation online registration for Colorado
amateur athletes is now open at www.stategame
softhewest.org for the inaugural State Games of the
West, July 24-27, in Colorado Springs.
The event is expected to attract more than
8,000 competitors of all ages and skill levels from
13 western states in 31 sports, and is open to all State
Games athletes from Alaska, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming.
All participants are eligible by competing in their
local State Games in 2008. The new games will also
serve as a qualifying event for the 2009 State Games
of America in Colorado Springs.

Photo by Walt Johnson

High School marathoners
Peter Babeu, Fountain-Fort Carson Parent Liaison/School Social Worker, center, discusses the high
school marathon program with students from Fountain-Fort Carson High School who will compete in the
event in late August.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
Discount

R AT E S
without discount

SERVICE.

Talk to someone who understands your
needs and will be there for you with a
variety of discounts. It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm to insure their
cars. Talk to your neighborhood State
Farm Agent today.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CAR INSURANCE, CALL ONE OF THESE AGENTS BELOW:

No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

Lee Ann Moore, Agent, CLU CASL
3649 Star Ranch Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80906-5980
Bus: 719-540-9520
lee.a.moore.ccp7@statefarm.com
leeannmoore.net

John Parlapiano, Agent
6873 Mesa Ridge Parkway
Fountain, CO 80817-1544
Bus: 719-390-6100
john@johnparlapiano.com
john.parlapiano.pgpd@statefarm.com

Now serving Fort Carson from 3 locations.

Jim Rodney, Agent, CASL CLU CPCU
1825 Main St
Security, CO 80911-1100
Bus: 719-392-7366
jr@jimrodney.com
jim.rodney.pgo5@statefarm.com

SUL]HVDXFWLRQVGLQQHUSUL]HVDXFWLRQVGLQQHUSUL]HV

A GREAT time
for a GREAT cause!
Attend a Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation banquet, where fun and
fundraising combine for a
memorable evening.
Date: Saturday, April 26, 2008
Time: Doors open at 4 pm
Place: Phil Long Expo Center

P040037 12/04

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

Ticket Information: 719-495-2583
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Mountaineer A t hle t e of t he W eek
LaDonna Reed
Sports Position: Youth Track coach/Sub Masters competitor
How did you get involved with the post youth
track team?
I met coach (John) Smith a year ago in the summer and I
asked him if I could help him with the strength and conditioning
training for the team. He brought me on to help train the kids.
I am a personal trainer and I wanted to give the kids another way
to train, instead of just running strength, body conditioning,
calisthenics and back to basics workout, which is what they needed
to improve the way they perform on the track.
Do you still compete in track and field?
Yes. I have done a number of events in the local area and I
have competed in the State Games in Colorado for the past few
years. Last year I finished first in the long jump, first in the 100 meters
in my age group. I had a hamstring injury this year and I have
only done the long jump to get back into the swing of things.
Why is track such an important part of your life?
Track and field gives you that push you need and helps you
stay focused and that also helps you in life.
What was your best moment in track and field?
My former track coach in college was Benjamin Brown (a 1976
Olympic gold medalist) and he did not want me to do the heptathlon.
He wanted me to sprint and be the “four-by-four star”. Finally, to
prove to him I was a heptathlete I entered a race and tripped on a
hurdle and separated my shoulder. I had to prove that I was a
heptathlete and fought back. It was a big challenge that season to
overcome that roadblock but I was able to do it. It was tough
because I had a coach I truly loved who wanted me to go in one
direction while my heart was telling me to pursue what I wanted.

Ask About Our Military Discounts

299

$

month
#S38006

27 month lease $3,998 due at signing, includes $300 security deposit. Plus taxes. WAC. Offer expires 3-29-08.
10,000 miles per year

2008 TOP SAFETY PICK

INSURANCE INSTITUTE
FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY

Red Noland
1214 Motor City Drive
tXXXSFEOPMBOEDPNtXXXTBBCVTBDPN
*Based on IIHS segmentation and testing results.

Indoor fun, games

Mr. Biggs
family
entertainment
center

Story and photos by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

O

nce a warehouse, the brightly
painted building is now
filled with rides, games and
activities. Mr. Biggs entertainment
establishment is 152,000 square feet of
fun. The Nightrider Speedway electric
cars and laser tag are popular attractions
for the older crowd; there’s an
old-fashioned carousel for the young
ones. A miniature golf course, 10 Battle
Tech: Firestorm pods, more than a
dozen party rooms, four lanes of AMF
Thunder Bowl, a room of inflatables
and games, lots of games in the arcade.
Arcade games include several new
games, such as “Deal or No Deal,”

Bigg City Lanes is the newest bowling lanes in Colorado Springs. The lanes are colorful and
bright, and all 16 lanes were in use Saturday.

“Dance, Dance Revolution” with the
latest songs and “Time Crisis.”
The Black Light Maze is being
replaced by Bumper Cars.
And there’s Little Bigg Town,
which includes several rooms for the
under 10 set to put their imagination to
play. The “edu-tainment” includes a
fire station, bakery, hair salon, gigantic
sand box, ship, school and others. The
shops are supplied with appropriate
tools and equipment suitable to each.
An adult must accompany children
under 10 in Little Bigg Town. There are
benches for parents to oversee children
playing and a nearby shop, Chez Biggs,
to purchase soft drinks and snacks.
If that’s not enough, there are
16 bowling lanes. Bigg City Lanes
are not included on the two-hour
pass or all day pass, which are
used
for the “rides.” Arcade games
Elizabeth Rodriguez, 4, makes a pretend cake
are also priced separately.
in the Bakery at Little Bigg Town.
The bowling
lanes have a separate entrance, if
your group chooses
only to bowl, but it
can also be entered
from the games
area. If you’ve
purchased a pass,
you’re entitled to
a $1 discount on
bowling. Use up
your pass then
head for the lanes.
Bowling is $3
per game and
$3 for shoe rental
Fridays, Saturdays
and
Sundays. It’s
Children enjoy playing in the School House at Little Bigg Town, an area
$1 per game all
for children under 10 years old.

Mr. Biggs’ pizza, pasta and salad buffet is
“all you can eat.”

day Mondays-Thursdays (except
during Spring Break), and $3 for
shoe rental.
Mr. Biggs is a large space, and
first-time guests may wander around
a bit. Pick up a guide at the entrance
desk to find your way.
Everything at Mr. Biggs is indoors,
making it an ideal place to take the
family during inclement or hot weather.
With Colorado Springs schools
observing Spring Break later this
month, Mr. Biggs will have extended
hours the week of March 24-28, when
it’s open at 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and from 10 a.m.midnight Friday and Saturday. Sunday,
it’s open noon-9 p.m. Sunday.
During the school year, Mr.
Biggs opens at noon.
See Mr. Biggs on page 36

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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Guests play a game of
miniature golf on the
links at Mr. Biggs.

See Mr. Biggs from page 35

The electric cars are easily the most popular attraction at Mr. Biggs.

The inflatables room at Mr. Biggs is very popular with families.

A two-hour pass is $17, and an all
day pass is $19.95, and includes all rides
and golf. The pass does not include the
arcade and bowling in the Bigg City Lanes.
Visitors can put money on their card to
be used in the arcade. Check out special
deals at the entrance desk.
Visitors can pick up a “passport to fun”
at the entrance desk, which has coupons
for “buy one, get one” specials.
Refreshments are readily available in
Mr. Biggs. Chez Biggs, near the
entrance to Little Bigg Town,
has snacks as does Bagg’s Dogg
House, near Battletech and
the arcade. Vending machines
are throughout the facility.
An all-you-can-eat pizza,
pasta and salad buffet is in the
front corner of the warehouse,
left of the entrance desk. The
buffet costs $4.99, for those 8
and older; pay 99 cents extra
for a soft drink. Children under
8 are charged 50 cents times
their age, with free drinks.
The pasta is cooked for you
on the spot at the pasta bar;
help yourself to sauces. Dessert
pizzas are also available.
Healthier food choices will
soon be added to the buffet.

Just the Facts
• TRAVEL TIME — half an hour
• FOR AGES — families
• TYPE — games, rides, fun
• FUN FACTOR — ★★★★1/2
(Out of 5 stars)

• WALLET DAMAGE — $$$$ PLUS FOOD
$ = Less than $20
$$ = $21 t o $40
$$$ = $41 t o $60
$$$$ = $61 t o $80
One of the 12 party rooms is set up for a birthday party. Mr.
Biggs can handle parties of all sizes.

(BASED ON A FAMILY OF FOUR)

Once a warehouse, Mr. Biggs is 152,000
square feet of fun, food and entertainment.

There’s still another place to eat: the
Pubb and Grubb, inside the full service
bar next to Bigg City Lanes. The menu
includes appetizers, such as wings,
mozzarella sticks and fried mushrooms or
zucchini, salads, burgers, chicken or deli
sandwiches as well as whole pizzas and
pasta plates. Or, when you’re in Mr. Biggs,
call 685-7560 to place an order and it
will be delivered to whichever location
inside Mr. Biggs you choose.
Mr. Biggs is the place to book a party.
Choose one of the 12 party rooms, such
as a deli or fishing shack; or choose a
themed or bowling party. No outside food
drinks allowed; choose the party package
that suits you and make a deposit.
There’s even a place for business
conferences, meetings, or unit parties or
team building.
Call 955-7220 to book a child’s
birthday party or a meeting or conference.
Families can join Little Bigg Town
for daytime playtime on a monthly basis.
Those children can play Monday-Friday,
from 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m., for $25 a month
per child or $30 for a family. It’s open
regular hours Saturday and Sunday. Some
college-student parents bring their books
and study while children play.
According to Brannon Jones, regional
manager for Mr. Biggs, the company is
expanding. Mr. Biggs of Littleton is at
Coal Mine and Kipling, at the former
“Fat City.” The Littleton Facility has
40 lanes of bowling, bigger go-cart
cars, a foam factory, laser tag and similar
games and pricing. It’s a 144,000-squarefoot facility. A Little Bigg Town
will be built there.
Under construction is a new Colorado
Springs site for the under 10 set, which
will include a Little Bigg Town and
food. It’s a 10,000 square foot facility
near Powers and Stetson Hills, and will
also include inflatables.
The exterior of the warehouse is
brightly painted in yellow, purple, red and
turquoise, so the original Mr. Biggs is
hard to miss. It’s west of Interstate 25, at
5825 Mark Dabling Blvd., take exit 147.
Mr. Biggs has a military discount.
With military identification, passes are
50 percent off on Mondays.
Go online at www.mrbiggsffc.com,
or call 955-7220 for information.

Get Out
St. Patrick’s Day parades
During Irish-American Heritage Month,
celebrate by attending a St. Patrick’s Day parade
Saturday:
Colorado Springs’ parade begins at noon.
The parade is in downtown Colorado Springs
and runs from St. Vrain, south along Tejon to
Vermijo. The day begins with a five-kilometer
race at 10 a.m., and a Children’s Fun Run
at 11 a.m. Parking is available in city parking
garages — there will be a parking fee.
In Denver, the parade steps off at 10 a.m.
at the Coors Field parking lot, 27th and Blake.
The parade goes to 21st, to Wynkoop, to 19th,
to Wewata and returns to Coors parking lot.
Parking is prohibited on the parade route,
but commercial parking lots are in the area.
The Denver Zoo has a St. Patrick’s Day
Serpent Festival, Saturday and Sunday from
10 a.m.-4 p.m. In keeping with the legend of
St. Patrick driving all snakes out of Ireland, the
festival showcases several species of snakes
during the festival. Learn facts about snakes and
get a souvenir token for good luck. The Denver
Zoo is in Denver City Park, near Colorado
Boulevard at Steel Street; www.denverzoo.org.

Pueblo theater
Sangre de Cristo Arts Center’s Center Stage’s
upcoming events are “April 2, and “Chanticleer”
May 4. All shows are in the theater, 210 N. Santa
Fe in downtown Pueblo; call (719) 295-7222.
Children’s Theater performances at the

same address includes “The Velveteen
Rabbit” April 2 at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Tickets
are $6; call (719) 295-7222.
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north to Denver, and take the Colorado Exit
to City Park.

Future shows
Ski trips

The Broadway Series at the Pikes Peak Center,
190 S. Cascade Ave., in downtown Colorado
Springs features “Cirque Dreams Jungle
Fantasy,” March 21. Call 520-SHOW for tickets.

Upcoming shows in the Pikes Peak Center:
Art Garfunkel performs March 29 at 7:30 p.m.
“Annie” is in the theater April 2 and 3,
at 7 p.m.
B.B. King, presents a show at 8 p.m. April
9. Tickets start at $46.75.
Glenn Miller Orchestra performs a concert
April 11 at 7 p.m.
“Scheduled for the World Arena:
Harlem Globetrotters perform March 29
at 7:30 p.m.
Call 520-SHOW or go online at
www.ticketswest.com, www.pikespeakcenter.com
and www.worldarena.com.

Free days at Denver attractions

Disney on Ice

Outdoor Recreation has rental ski equipment
as well as day trips to Copper Mountain,
Monarch, Winter Park and Loveland. Buy
discounted ski passes at Information, Tickets
and Registration office. Rent ski equipment
at the Outdoor Recreation Center and buy
lift tickets while there; call 526-5366.

Pikes Peak Center

The Scientific and Cultural Facilities District
in Denver sponsors free days for Colorado
residents at some Denver attractions.
Visitors may be asked to show a Colorado
driver’s license.
Denver Botanic Gardens, 1005 York St.,
has free admission March 17 and April 22.
Denver Art Museum, 100 W. 14th Ave.
Parkway is free for Colorado residents the
first Saturday of the month.
The Denver Museum of Nature and
Science has free admission for Soldiers. The
museum is in City Park. Take Interstate 25

All Military,
Fireman, and
Police are in for
Free with ID.

“Finding Nemo,” performed by Disney on Ice,
is in the Colorado Springs World Arena April
19 at 11:30 a.m. and April 20 at 1 and 5 p.m.
Tickets are available at Information, Tickets
and Registration; call 526-5366.

Denver theater
“When Elmo Grows up,” a Sesame Street Live
production is April 17-20 at the University
of Denver Magness Arena. Tickets are at
Ticketmaster, 520-9090 or the Ritchie Center Box
Office (303) 871-2336, or sesamestreetlive.com.
— Compiled by Nel Lampe

38 MOUNTAINEER — March 14, 2008

Happenings

Pvt. Hazard
by James Boroch

Photo courtesy Bennett School of Irish Dance

Dance of the Irish
Irish dancers participate in a previous Denver St. Patrick’s Day Parade. This year’s
parade is Saturday, beginning at 10 a.m. near Coors Field. A St. Patrick Day Parade
is also in downtown Colorado Springs, beginning at noon. It’s along Tejon Street.

719-389-4942

1313 Motor City Drive

