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Word of the month: Inclusive

Several thousand people volunteered Dec. 13
at Arlington National Cemetery to place
wreaths on the headstones of veterans buried
there. The event, called “Wreaths Across
America,” is in its 17th year.

Thousands lay wreaths across America
Story and photos by
C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service
ARLINGTON, Va. — Thousands
of volunteers showed up on a crisp
Saturday morning here — some from
as far as Maine — to lay wreaths at the
headstones of those buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.
The event was the 17th annual
“Wreaths Across America,” where
thousands of volunteers come to
ANC as well as more than 125 other
cemeteries across the United States, to
lay more than 100,000 wreaths at the
bases of the headstones of America’s
war veterans.
“It is because of these people that
we have everything we have,” said
Karen Worcester, of the Worcester
Wreath Company, in remarks that
opened the event at ANC. “When all
the wreaths are gone, walk by every
one of them and then go by the
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section that didn’t get the wreaths and
say thank you and realize what an
important part of our country this is.
We are all here because we are all
Americans, we love our country and
we are so appreciative of what we
have and why we have it.”
For 17 years, the Worcester Wreath
Company has donated wreaths to the
cemetery to decorate the white
headstones of American veterans
buried there. In 1992, the company
donated more than 5,000 wreaths to the
cemetery. This year the company
donated more than 17,000 wreaths;
some going to other cemeteries, but as
many as 10,000 were designated for
Arlington. And next year the company
plans to send additional wreaths.
“I’m very proud this thing has
grown to where it is now,” Morrill said.
Afraid the large crowd of volunteers
wouldn’t feel as though they were able
to do enough, due to the limited
number of wreaths available, he

promised to deliver more wreaths to
the cemetery the following year.
“We are going to do another
truckload of wreaths next year, so it’ll
be three loads,” Morrill said. That
amount comes to some 16,000 wreaths
to be placed at Arlington.
After words by Secretary of
Veterans Affairs James B. Peake
and John C. Metzler Jr., the superintendent of Arlington National
Cemetery, volunteers gathered at the
back of two tractor trailer trucks to
help unload the 10,000 wreaths and to
place one at each of the headstones in
Section 12 of the cemetery.
According to Metzler, in that
section of the cemetery are buried 10
Medal of Honor recipients, including
five from World War II, three from the
Korean War, one from the Civil War,
and one from the Spanish-American
War. Additionally, Michael Strank, one
of the six Marines photographed
raising the American flag on Iwo Jima,

is also buried in Section 12.
Nathan Blevins, son of Air Force
Senior Master Sgt. Robert Blevins, was
one of the first to place a wreath on a
headstone. He said why he agreed to
come to the event on such a cold day.
“To pray for the people that have
died,” he said, while laying a wreath at
the foot of the stone.
Josh Danis, an 11th grader from
Portland, Maine, came to the cemetery
with his grandfather, Ralph Danis, of
Arundel, Maine, and a Korean War-era
veteran who served with the 3rd
Infantry Regiment, the Old Guard.
“I came to lay the wreath, to look
around some and to see the changing of
the guard,” Josh said, explaining why
he made the long road trip from
Portland to Arlington.
“He also just likes his grandpa,”
the older Danis said, putting his arm
around him.
The two laid a wreath together at a
veteran’s headstone.
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Fort Carson held a town hall meeting at McMahon Auditorium Nov. 13.
Members of the Fort Carson community submitted questions in advance of the meeting,
which Col. Eugene Smith, Fort Carson garrison commander, and directors addressed.
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POINT OF CONTACT: DIRECTORATE OF EMERGENCY
SERVICES
Question: Will more traffic come in Gate 1 past the
schools on Harr Street, due to the Gate 5 closure?
Reply: Gate 5 will close for two months in December/
January. Guards from Gate 5 will go to Gate 1 to help
increase flow. Patrols have been stepped up in that area
and will continue to be staffed to ensure safety.
POINT OF CONTACT: EVANS ARMY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
Question: As 4th Infantry Division Soldiers arrive
will more caregivers (doctors) increase?
Reply: The hospital is currently expanding space at
EACH as well as in an off-post location to increase the
medical capacity for Fort Carson. It is expected the off-post
clinic to be operational by June and will provide care for
7,000-9,000 beneficiaries. The hospital expansion project
will take two years to complete, but was planned in support
of the growing troop population. We are taking action now
to hire more providers and support staff for the off-post clinic
and to ensure that we have enough health care providers on
post and in our TRICARE network. Please watch for more
updates in the Mountaineer in the near future.
POINT OF CONTACT: BALFOUR BEATTY COMMUNITIES
Question: Can the breed restriction for pets be
clarified and explain why it is not standardized
from post to post?
Reply: The breed restriction is a requirement BBC has
been instructed to implement by the BBC insurance carrier.
The restrictions may vary from post to post, depending on
local municipality guidelines. Certain local governments
may vary in the types of breeds that are restricted. The
breeds include Mastiffs, Pit Bulls, Rottweilers, American
Straffordshire Terriers, English Bull Straffordshire Terriers,
Akitas, Chow, Doberman Pincher, and wolf hybrids along
with any other dogs exhibiting aggressive behaviors.
Question: What if tenants pick up their own
insurance that covers pets?
Reply: The insurance carrier does not afford that option.
BBC must adhere to the established breed restrictions.
Question: How were these eight breeds selected?
Explain the “grandfathering.”

Reply: The breeds were selected
with input from the local standards
used by the Colorado Springs
Apartment Association, the
insurance company’s guidelines,
and BBC corporate guidelines. Grandfathering basically
states that any on-post residents who owned pets falling
under the restricted breeds prior to Oct. 1, 2008, will not
have to get rid of their pet, but they must ensure they are
registered according to the post guidelines for having pets
on post (Fort Carson Regulation 40-5).
Question: Some tenants did not get notified until
Nov. 10 and the new policy went into effect Oct. 1. Why
was that and how does that affect owners of pets who
arrived between Oct. 1 and Nov. 10?
Reply: This new restriction primarily affects new
residents and all are being notified at their lease signing.
BBC composed a letter with several notifications including
the breed restrictions which were mailed out in early
November. In the interest at funding, one letter with several
notifications is more cost effective. The announcement was
put out at the monthly mayor’s meeting as well.
Question: Why did previous tenant lease
agreements not ask about specific breeds and how
will BBC handle those who just listed one dog one cat
and did not specify the breed?
Reply: Previous residents were briefed on pet
ownership at lease signings. BBC did not have breed
restriction so there was no need to specify breeds.
Secondly, if there was a question of breeds and when
the resident acquired the animal, BBC could verify
registration with the veterinary clinic.
Question: How was this policy advertised?
Reply: As stated previously, this new restriction
primarily affects new residents and all are being notified at
their lease signing.
The policy was set by BBC at corporate
level and was driven by the insurance carrier that
supplies the policy for all post housing. The insurance
carrier made the determination on breeds. BBC will
have to get with corporate headquarters for decisions on
why all posts are not the same and clarify other concerns
with this issue.

Smith

POST TALK
What is your favorite holiday tradition?
“Doing all the shopping
and decorating for
Christmas.”
Nicole Hewett

“After (Christmas Eve)
dinner we open one
present. That always
gets my kids excited
for Christmas.”

USO Team Leader

Sgt. Jeffrey
Turville
3rd BCT, 4th ID

“Opening Christmas
presents and seeing
the look of joy on my
children’s faces.”

“Eating Christmas
dinner with
my Family.”

Spc. Michele Ikola

Pvt. Joshua
Lowery

60th ORD, 43rd SB

59th QM, 43rd SB
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Letter from the Surgeon General

MEDCOM reorganizes to enhance service
Medical Command is engaged in a
phased reorganization designed to optimize the delivery of health care to our
Army. I approved phase one of this
reorganization which aligns continental
United States Regional Medical
Commands with their supporting
TRICARE regions. This reorganization
was done with the support of the
Executive
Office
Headquarters,
Department of the Army.

My decision to realign boundaries
of MEDCOM RMCs is in keeping with
recommendations made by the
Department of Defense Task Force on
The Future of Military Health care. The
task force concluded that aligning RMC
areas of responsibility corresponding
with the TRICARE regions will
improve overall health care support and
services to Soldiers and beneficiaries
while better integrating purchased care.

$

From

Restructuring will posture us to provide
the best support for Army Force
Generation and improve readiness through
enhanced health services for our
Soldiers, their Families and Army units.
The Southern RMC will be located
at Fort Sam Houston, Texas; the
Northern RMC at Fort Belvoir, Va.; and
the Western RMC at Fort Lewis, Wash.
Each RMC will provide command and
control for health care services in their
geographic areas of responsibilities as
outlined on the diagram to the left.
Medical treatment facilities currently in
the Southeast RMC will realign under
the Southern RMC. Dwight David
Eisenhower Army Medical Center will
remain at Fort Gordon, Ga., and will
retain a general officer in command.
Over time, RMCs will each be
assigned a deputy commanding general
focused on overseeing completion of
ARFORGEN medical and dental
tasks within the region. Subject to
available inventory, these general officers
will serve both as the deputy RMC
commanding general and as the
commanding general of one of the
medical centers within the region.
My goal remains to continuously

Remote Start
Your Car

19

per month

improve access
to leading edge
health care for
our Soldiers
and
their
Families while
providing an
enhanced command and control
structure in a transforming environment,
while increasing efficiencies in our
health care delivery system. I resolve to
promote, sustain, and enhance Soldier
health while delivering the highest quality
health care to our warriors and military
Families. I do not want the restructuring
process to create any undo anxiety or
concern for MEDCOM personnel,
military or civilian. I am committed to
ensuring current members of our team
are held free from any adverse impact
as a result of this initiative.
This is the first step of our reorganization process that will achieve initial
operating capability Oct. 1, 2009, and
become fully operational in October
2010. I will keep you updated as we
continue to move forward in this process.
Sincerely,
Lt. Gen. Eric B. Schoomaker,
commanding general, MEDCOM

Schoomaker

iPods

Rims & Tires
Sale
OR

The Perfect
Stocking Stuffer
OR

Installed

• Warm up your car in winter or
cool it down in summer
• 2-Way Available

9.9%Interest

 No Credit, No Pr
oblem
 No Down Paymen
t
 No Payments U
ntil Feb.
 Build or Rebuild
Your Credi

t

*

Take It
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The Alternate Source supports
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24 HOUR
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Sidewalk projects provide safer routes to on-post schools
Story and photo by Susan C. Galentine
Fort Carson Sustainability and Environmental
Public Relations
Schoolchildren on Fort Carson are getting safer
routes to get to class. A sidewalk improvement
project spurred by concerned housing area residents
is under way to create crossings and sidewalks at
Patriot Elementary School, Carson Middle School
and at Water Point Road south of Blackfoot Village.
The project was prompted in part by requests
from village mayors to upgrade existing walking
paths to the schools, according to Joe Wyka,
Directorate of Public Works Engineering Division
chief. The effort is also part of an installationwide
initiative to increase walkability and multi-use trails
to offset traffic congestion expected from more
Soldiers, Families and vehicles anticipated at Fort
Carson in the future.
“A sidewalk program such as this is a great
opportunity for the installation, the schools, and the
residents of Fort Carson to cooperate on a project that
will improve quality of life for everyone,” Wyka said.
“More choices for safe alternative travel will help

to relieve the congestion on our road system.”
The improvement project entails several phases of
work. Phase I at Patriot Elementary School included
crossings in front of the school and a new sidewalk along
the west side of Harr Avenue south from the school to
McCoy Street. Phase I was completed in early December
Phase II, currently under way, is the sidewalk
improvements at Carson Middle School. New sidewalks will be constructed along the north and south
sides of Prussman Boulevard to connect to existing
sidewalks at Harr and Sheridan Avenues to provide
a more complete network of pedestrian access
along the heavily-used route between residential

Contractors smooth concrete
constructing the sidewalk on
the north side of Carson
Middle School.

Attention Military
Searching for a
way to get
ahead? Look
no further.
You can get college credit for your
Military training and experience.
Whether you are Permanent or
TDY Military, you and your
dependents qualify for in-state tuition.

Financial Aid Available!
ENROLL TODAY! Spring classes begin Jan. 21

Find out more online at

ppcc.edu/military

PPCC Military Programs 502-4100

Academy Allergy, Asthma, and Sinus Center
WELCOMES
Dr. Mark D. Menich
U.S. Army, Retired
Board-Certiﬁed, Allergy/Immunology
20 years experience serving military members and their families.
We welcome Tricare patients, both children and adults
Hay Fever
Rash
Recurrent Infections

Hives
Sinus Problems
Eczema

Asthma
Cough
Food Allergy

Appointments Immediately Available
3116 N. Elizabeth Street
Pueblo, CO 81008
(719) 542-7222

areas and the school complex.
The intersection and pedestrian crossing at the “Y”
intersection of Prussman Boulevard and Force Street will
also be reconfigured for improved safety and accessibility.
Water Point Road is an existing gravel service
drive from Harr Avenue to Cheyenne Village,
commonly used by students on their walk to school,
will be widened and paved as part of Phase III.
Engineers at Fort Carson are committed to
working with residents to ensure their needs are
addressed in improvement projects such as this.
“We hold coordination meetings with the mayors
of each village in which we intend to do work,”
Wyka said. “These meetings provide
a forum for the mayors to meet the
contractors who will be doing the
work, meet the DPW inspection team
and designers and discuss any issues
to ensure a smooth project.

3220 N. Academy, Suite 2
Colorado Springs, CO 80917
(719) 637-1222
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Mother follows son to Iraq
Story and photo by Capt. Adhana McCarthy
204th Brigade Support Battalion,
4th Infantry Division

enlisted in 2006. It had always been her dream to
As an older enlistee, Joetta did not have many
join the military.
obstacles integrating into military life.
“I missed the (Army) life,” said the 44-year-old
“I thought that my biggest challenge was going to
Joetta. “One evening, my husband and I were watching be with younger people telling me what to do, but
Forward Operating Base Kalsu, Iraq — Most the news and saw that the Army raised its age limit to they were respectful,” she said.
mothers say goodbye to their Soldiers at a going-away 42. I just looked over at him and smiled. My
Once he received news of her upcoming
party, a final family
youngest, Willie Jr., enlisted in deployment, Willie was initially worried about his
dinner or at the gym
2002 because he wasn’t ready for mom on the battlefield; however once he knew her
hours before they get
college,” she added.
location that fear subsided.
on the plane to go
Willie did not know that mom
“Once I found out where she was going, I felt
overseas. For Sgt.
had plans to join herself. Her son better, especially since she is so close to me,” he said.
Joetta Bridges, 204th
was surprised, but happy to see his
Upon her arrival to Baghdad and seeing her, Willie
Brigade
Support
mom join the Army.
was surprised to see his mom recently promoted to
Battalion, 2nd Brigade
“We are already close, this sergeant. Although he currently out ranks his mother,
Combat Team, 4th
just makes it better,” he said.
he beamed with pride at her accomplishment.
Infantry Division, her
When she joined, her eldest
“If she takes the same approach to Soldiering that
—
Sgt.
Willie
Bridges
Jr.
goodbye to her son,
son, Tyler,
she took to parenting,
Sgt. Willie Bridges Jr.,
wanted
to
she will be an amazing
came in Baghdad.
show support
NCO (noncommissioned
Joetta and her son had planned their reunion in for her decision and he went
officer),” he said.
Baghdad since she discovered she would be sta- with his mother to take the entry
With two sons in the
tioned at Forward Operating Base Kalsu. The two tests. Tyler wasn’t looking to join
military and a retired
had not seen each other for 10 months, so when the the Army, but he ended up taking
Airman as a husband,
moment finally came where they would reunite, the tests right along with her.
Joetta had a good sense
mother was at a loss for words. She could only After he saw that she was able to
of military life before she
describe it as “awesome.”
join, he was inspired to join
enlisted. She has just one
“From day one, his unit worked with him to make himself. The mother and son
piece of advice for older
a plan for us to see each other,” she added.
went through basic training and
enlistees. “Come in. If you
To see her son, however, Joetta followed a path advanced individual training Sgt. Joetta Bridges, and her son Sgt. Willie don’t live your dreams now,
few mothers have taken.
together and he is now a private Bridges Jr., reunite for the first time in 10 you’re going to look back
Joetta was raised in an Army family and first class stationed in Germany. months at Camp Striker, Iraq.
and say, I wish,” she said.

‘

If she takes the same
approach to Soldiering
that she took to
parenting, she will be
an amazing NCO.

’

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
2075 Research Pkwy
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
719.550.2500
Visit us at www.ColoradoHomes.com to see more information on these properties and many more!

$409,000

BLACK FOREST

$271,500

BRIARGATE

$102,500

BRIARGATE

$329,900

EAST

$169,000

EAST

$235,000

FALCON

Custom and cozy main
level living w/walk out
basement on 5.23 acres.
4BR/3 baths.

Stylishly updated
4BR/4BA in
Briargate/SD20.

Charming ground floor
rancher condo with 2
bedrooms/1 bath in well
maintained complex. A
must see.

Admirable custom 4/3
home. Space galore.
Vaulted ceilings. Gas
heat. Fireplace.
Outstanding quality!

Must see this BEAUTIFULLY REMODELLED
3/2/1 tri-level. Mainlevel
has wood flooring.
LARGED BACKYARD.

Meticulously cared for 2story home.3BR/3BA,
2car garage.Gorgeous
master suite w/gas fireplace!

$346,750 FOUNTAIN VALLEY

$164,900 FOUNTAIN VALLEY

$399,900

$199,900

$535,000

$262,500

5bd/3ba/4158sf/3car gar
on 5+ acres. Lg kit
w/isl...12x21 theater
w/wet bar. 36x72 det
bldg, too!

Nice 3BR/3BA home in
cul-de-sac lot. Very close
to Ft. Carson & Peterson
AFB. Sold "As-Is"

Exceptional! Backs to
Open Space w/Full Mtn
Range View! Main-Level
Living w/ 4/3/3. 3068
Sq' Finish.

Great 3BR/3BA twostory home in prime
location. Lge floorplan.
Sold 'As-Is'

Pride of place comes
with this 4/3 corner-lot
residence. Two-car
garage, basement.

GlenEagle 5/4 home,.39
acre 2423 sqft,Mt&AF
Academy views,enclosed
sunroom w/hottub,RVparking,Decks

$247,000

$145,000

$95,000

$464,900

$289,900

$619,900

POWERS

Model Condition! Open
& Bright Floor-plan!
Walk-out Fin.Bsmt.
Featuring: 4Bdrms.,4Ba.,
2591 Sq.Ft.

POWERS

Loverly corner ranch
townhome on main.
2BR-2Baths w/walk-in
closet, AC, Frplc. All
appliances stay.

NORTHEAST

SOUTHEAST

3/2 Townhome on a
quiet cul-de-sac, view of
the Mountains, fireplace,
backs to open
space/patio area

NORTHEAST

SOUTHWEST

Prestigious 4BR/3BA
Custom Ranch with
Spectacular Views in
Broadmoor Valley.

NORTHGATE

SOUTHWEST

5BR/4BA home
W/MTN & City views.
A.C. & 3-car garage.

NORTHGATE

TRI-LAKES

This HUGE STYLISH
RANCHER in JACKSON
CREEK has superb VIEWS
of the Air Force Academy
and PIKES PEAK
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Basateen becomes
home to MND—B
Story and photo by
Sgt. Jerry Saslav
3rd Brigade Combat Team
Public Affairs Office, 4th Infantry
Division, Multi-National
Division-Baghdad
JOINT SECURITY STATION
BASATEEN, Iraq — Even with
Iraqi construction crews hard at
work, Joint Security Station
Basateen looks far from ready to
accommodate the approximately
200 Multi-National Division —
Baghdad Soldiers who will call it
home in six days.
The T-walls were still being put
in Dec. 9, there was no electricity or
water. The trailers that will be used
for housing and work spaces are
physically there — they’re just not in
their permanent places yet.
“For combat forces, it could be
ready today. We could move in there,
secure it and continue to build,” said
Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Dailey,
who serves as the senior enlisted
leader for the 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division.
Soldiers from 1st Combined

Arms Battalion, 68th Armor
Regiment, 3rd BCT, 4th ID, began
moving in Monday from their
previous home at Forward Operating
Base Callahan, just up the road.
“During
(Operation
Iraqi
Freedom 1), we would have put
concertina wire in a circle, sat in the
center of it, and that would have
been our patrol base. Today, we like
to make things better for the
Soldiers. For the basics: for Soldiers
to have a place to sleep with temperature controlled air, whether it be air
conditioning or heat, inside …
running water to be able to take a
shower … pulling a (Mobile Kitchen
Trailer) in there.”
The reason for all the construction is that the Coalition Forces are
closing a larger base to turn over to
Iraq’s Ministry of Trade and some
of the Soldiers are headed to the
JSS. This will have an immediate,
positive impact on the base’s
neighborhood.
“It’s going to increase commerce
in the area,” said Maj. Geoff Greene,
See MND on page 9

Multi-National Division — Baghdad Soldiers from the 1st Combined Arms Battalion, 68th
Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, help guide a T-wall into
position during the construction of Joint Security Station Basateen in Baghdad’s Adhamiyah
district Dec. 9. The Soldiers are moving to the JSS from a larger nearby base, which is
slated to close and be turned over to Iraq’s Ministry of Trade.
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Stress Away

We Care About Our Troops!
Job Well Done...
“Soothing massage for weary soldiers”

RELIEVE MUSCLE TENSION,
STRESS & PAIN!
Stress
Away

REFRESH
Hrs: 9 A.M. - 1 A.M. M-SUN.

2870 S. Circle Dr.
Across from the Crowne Plaza
Exit 138 at I-25 to Circle & Janitell

REVITALIZE
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Carson honors fallen heroes
Staff Sgt. Timothy H. Walker
June 13, 1970 - Nov. 8, 2008
Staff Sgt. Timothy H. Walker,
who was born in Franklin, Tenn.,
joined the Army July 27, 1990.
He deployed to Iraq as a medical
operations sergeant with
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 64th Brigade Support
Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division.
He was killed in action while
supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom.
His awards include the
Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart,
Meritorious Service Medal, Joint
Service Achievement Medal,
Army Commendation Medal,
Army Achievement Medal,
Southwest Asia Service Medal,
Iraq Campaign Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal,
Kuwait Liberation Medal,
Combat Medical Badge, Combat
Action Badge and Expert Field
Medical Badge.
Walker is survived by his wife
Dawn, children Gregory and
Madison, father Wayne Walker
and mother Barbara Shearer.

This holiday season,
give themthe gift
of a tobacco-free you.
www.ucanquit2.org

Photo by Devin Fisher

Staff Sgt. Timothy H.
Walker, left, and Spc.
Armando A. De La
Paz were honored at
Soldiers' Memorial
Chapel Dec. 10.

Jeff Litchfield plays
Amazing Grace as
he departs Soldiers'
Memorial Chapel.

Spc. Aramando De La Paz
April 1, 1987 - Nov. 13, 2008
Spc. Aramando De La Paz,
who was born in Orange County,
Calif., joined the Army June 22,
2005. He served as a field artillery
tactical data system specialist
with Alpha Battery, 3rd Battalion,
29th Field Artillery Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division in Operation
Iraqi Freedom from Dec. 1, 2005Oct. 31, 2006. After graduating
from the Warrior Leader Course,
De La Paz was deployed to Iraq
a second time Dec. 3, 2007. He
was killed in action during his
second tour of duty.
His awards include the
Bronze Star Medal, Army
Commendation Medal, Army
Good Conduct Medal, National
Defense Service Medal, Iraq
Campaign Medal, Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal and the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal.
De La Paz is survived by
his parents Elizabeth and
Armando De La Paz.

7

8

MOUNTAINEER — Dec. 19, 2008

Military

Patch of grass brings home to Strikers
Story and photo by
Sgt. Jerry Saslav
3rd BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div. MND-B
FORWARD OPERATING BASE
WAR EAGLE, Iraq — It was a
Sunday and approximately 15 Soldiers
of the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, Multi-National
Division — Baghdad, gathered on a
small patch of grass at Forward
Operating Base War Eagle — ready
for battle. The Soldiers split into the
blue and green squads; they had their
mission and their goal was in sight.
The green squad kicked off
the action.
“It’s football. It’s about as
American as it gets,” said Sgt. Justin
Buck, a brigade fire support noncommissioned officer with Headquarters
and Headquarters Troop, 3rd BCT,
4th ID.
Toward the end of September, a
small patch of grass was installed at the
FOB; shortly afterward, the Soldiers
started playing ball.
“Sundays … a lot of people have
down time; there’s nothing to break
up that monotony. It’s such a small
FOB — it’s not like you can escape
anything and get out of the usual
areas,” said Staff Sgt. Keith Reiss,
who serves in the supply section,
Headquarters and Headquarters

Company, 3rd Special Troops
Battalion, 3rd BCT, 4th ID.
Reiss and others tried to start a
flag football league; they had all the
necessary equipment; unfortunately,
the operational tempo made it
impossible. Instead, a small core
group of players meet every Sunday
— walk-ons are always welcome —
and play for a few hours until it
becomes too dark to see the ball.
They have only missed a few weeks.

This week’s game began like all
the rest; two captains picking players
at random.
Blue received the kickoff and proceeded to drive down the short field for a
touchdown. Green, on its first possession,
drove down the field and tied the score.
Five minutes of game time
had passed.
Blue received the kickoff and
proceeded to drive down the field, only
to have a pass intercepted. Green

capitalized on this for a second score.
The game then turned ugly for
Blue. Green proceeded to hold Blue
scoreless while racking up f ive
unanswered touchdowns in 15 minutes.
After 20 minutes of playing time, it
was over. Final score Green 6, Blue 1.
New teams were picked and the
Soldiers started playing again.
“It’s something normal,” said Buck.
“It’s a couple hours out of the week that
I can feel like I’m back home.”

Staff Sgt. Gordon Lynes,
who, serves in the
brigade engineer cell,
Headquarters and
Headquarters Troop,
3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry
Division, Multi-National
Division — Baghdad,
maneuvers through
the defense during the
weekly football game at
Forward Operating Base
War Eagle in Baghdad’s
Adhamiyah district.
The brigade installed a
small grass field for
recreational purposes.
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who serves as the executive officer of the
1-68th CAB.
The base, slated for closure, is currently on a major road. Because of the
secured access points, traffic congestion
frequently occurs.
“The Sha’ab road — we have it
closed to big trucks; trucks have to divert
from this area, and it’s taking commerce
away from the area,” said Greene.
The security agreement recently
signed between the Iraqi and American
governments which take effect Jan. 1
states that all U.S. military patrols must
have an Iraqi Security Forces component
present. There is an Iraqi National Police
Battalion based at JSS Basateen.
“It’s just more conducive for the
American forces to be housed and based
with the Iraqi Security Forces,” said
Dailey. “That way, when they go out each
day, they can link together; they can do
missions together; they can do mission
planning together, and they can really
work together to rebuild the area they’re
responsible for.”
Dailey said he believes that the joint
patrols will send a positive message to the
area residents.
“It builds the trust. The people see us
together; they know that this is coming to
an end, that security is established in the
city,” said Dailey. “The ultimate goal is
to have the Iraqis to be able to secure
Iraq … and it’s moving towards that.”
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Div West colonel retires
by Division West Public Affairs

In his farewell speech, Cardillo said, “Retiring from
something you’ve lived and loved all your life is tough.”
He thanked his Family but also his “other family” the
Army. “The Army is a team,” he said. “It’s what makes
our Army different.”
Cardillo also praised his Family for keeping things in
perspective and told the audience, “We’ll still be part of
that Army family in the Colorado Springs area.”

Col. Richard G. Cardillo Jr. celebrated his last day in
uniform Dec. 9 at a retirement ceremony officiated by
Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham, commanding general,
Division West (First Army) and Fort Carson.
Cardillo served more than 30 years in the Army,
culminating his career as the assistant Chief of Staff, G3,
Division West (First Army).
At the ceremony, Graham
characterized Cardillo as a
“friend and Soldier, he’s calm
under pressure, resilient and
keeps on going.”
During his career, Cardillo
served tours in Germany; Fort
Hood, Texas; the National
Training Center, Calif.; and as
commander of the 30th Field
Artillery Regiment at Fort Sill,
Okla. He also deployed in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
“He transformed the artillery
center,” said Graham. “His impact
will be felt for years … a brave
Soldier who’s done it all and
given it all.”
Cardillo’s father, retired Brig.
Gen. Richard G. Cardillo Sr.,
presented his son the retirement
Photo by Master Sgt. Dennis E. Beebe
certificate and told the audience, Retired Brig. Gen. Richard G. Cardillo Sr., left, listens to his son, Col. Richard G.
“You Soldiers represent a military Cardillo Jr., at the retirement ceremony held at Fort Carson for the colonel after
that has great values.”
a 30-year career.

Wishing you
and your Family
a safe and joyous
holiday season

from the staff at
the Colorado
Springs Military
Newspaper Group
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Miscellaneous
Joe Gmelch Wounded Warrior Welcome socials —
meets quarterly to recognize wounded Soldiers who
come home separate from their units and did not
participate in a welcome-home ceremony. The next
social is Jan. 15 at 3:30 p.m. at Alternate Escapes and
all are welcome.
The Rocky Mountain Eagles Chapter of the 101st
Association — If you ever served with the 101st
Airborne Division in any role, the Rocky Mountain
Eagles Chapter of the 101st Airborne Division
Association is looking for new members. You are invited
to the Tet/Bastogne Dinner at the Academy Hotel Jan. 24.
A social will be at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. Reserve a
seat before Jan. 17 by contacting Tom Stevens, vice
president, at 719-484-0018 or thomasstevens50@
yahoo.com. For more information about the
organization, visit www.screamingeagle.org/rocky.htm.
U.S. Military Motorcycle Mentorship program —
is open to servicemembers, Army veterans, Family
members, Department of Defense civilian employees
and contractors. The group meets every Wednesday at
11:30 a.m. at Alternate Escapes for socializing,
learning mentorship principles and organizing rides.
To belong, you must have your motorcycle registered
on post. For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Terry Mullins at 526-4103 or 388-2585.
The Directorate of Information Management has
put in place a new procedure for Common Access
Card activation — it is no longer required to go to
the DOIM building Customer Service Center to have
a CAC activated or, in the case of a lost CAC,
reactivated. Located directly at the Soldier Readiness
Processing site in building 1042 on the third floor
in the identification card waiting area behind the
partition, the DOIM has added a station to reactivate
a CAC after issue. In addition to activating and
publishing new/replacement card certificates, this
station can assist with personal identification number
reset and enabling a disabled or locked account.
Installation Security Division — is temporarily
located in building 6222, second floor west. The hours
of operation are Mondays-Thursdays 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and
Fridays 8-11:30 a.m. ISD is closed for lunch from
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Customers are seen by
appointment only. Please contact the organization’s
S-2 or security manager to make an appointment.
The Army Wounded Warrior Program — has just
announced a change to the eligibility criteria for
wounded and injured Soldiers to enter the AW2
Program. The AW2 Program now accepts Soldiers
with a combined Army disability rating of 50 percent
or more, as long as that rating is for combat or combatrelated injuries. This is a change to the original criteria
that required a minimum of a 30-percent rating for at
least one of the Soldier’s injuries, regardless of the
total rating. The Army Wounded Warrior Program
assists and advocates for severely wounded and
injured Soldiers and their Families throughout their
lifetimes, wherever they are located. Today, AW2
serves more than 3,200 Soldiers and their Families.
AW2 advocates are located throughout the country at
major military treatment facilities and Veterans
Affairs medical centers. AW2 advocates are career
and education guides, benefits advisors, military
transition specialists, local resource experts, Family

assistants and life coaches. AW2 assists Soldiers
while on active duty and after they transition to
civilian life. Direct any questions to Fort Carson
AW2 Advocate Dennis McCormack at 238-0777.
$2,500 reward — The U.S. Army’s Criminal
Investigative Division is offering a $2,500 reward for
information leading to the apprehension and conviction
of person(s) responsible for the larceny of private
property of Spc. Mendyka. Mendyka left for the
National Training Center, Fort Irwin, Calif., at the end
of April 2008 and returned May 18. Upon her return,
Mendyka noticed her trailer and all-terrain vehicle
were missing from the parking lot adjacent to building
2154. Provide any information to the 41st and 48th
Military Police Detachments, U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Command, building 1816, Fort Carson,
CO 80913-4203. Call 526-0564/3991 with case
number 0145-08-CID056. All information will remain
anonymous. This reward expires May 15.
DPW services — The Directorate of Public Works is
responsible for a wide variety of services on Fort
Carson. Services range from repair and maintenance
of facilities to equipping units with a sweeper and
cleaning motor pools. Listed below are phone
numbers and points of contact for services:
• Facility repair/service orders — Fort Carson
Support Services service order desk can be reached
at 526-5345. Use this number for emergencies or
routine tasks. FCSS would like to know how they
are performing in regards to the services they
provide to Fort Carson. If you have any comments,
suggestions or complaints, go to www.fortcarsonsupportservices.com and complete the customer
feedback form on their Web site.
• Refuse/trash — Call Larry Haack at 526-9237
when needing trash containers, trash is overflowing
or emergency service is required.
• Facility custodial services — Call Larry Haack
at 526-9237 for service needs or to report complaints.
• Motor pool sludge removal/disposal — Call
Don Phillips at 526-9271.
• Repair and utility/self-help — Call Gary
Grant at 526-5844. Use this number to obtain self-help
tools and equipment or a motorized sweeper.
• Base operations contract Contracting Officer
Representative — Call Terry Hagen at 526-9262 for
reporting wind damage, snow removal concerns,
damaged traffic signs or other facility damage.
• Portable latrines — Call 526-1854 to
request latrines, for service or to report damaged
and overturned latrines.

Briefings
ETS briefing — for enlisted personnel is held the first
and third Tuesday of each month. Briefing sign-in
begins at 7 a.m. at building 1042, room 310, on a
first-come, first-served basis. Soldiers must be within
120 days of their ETS, but must attend the briefing no
later than 30 days prior to their ETS or start date of
transition leave. Call 526-2240 for more information.
Army ROTC Green to Gold briefings — are held
Tuesdays at the Education Center, building 1117, room
120 at noon. For questions contact University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs Army ROTC at 262-3475.
Special Forces briefings — are held Wednesdays in
building 1217, room 305, from 10-11 a.m., noon-1
p.m. and 5-6 p.m. Soldiers must be E-4 to E-6 from

any military occupational specialty; have a general
technical score of at least 100; be a U.S. citizen; score
229 or higher on the Army Physical Fitness Test; and
pass a Special Forces physical. Call 524-1461 or visit
the Web site at www.bragg.army.mil/sorb.
Gus Carrillo, worship leader at Soldiers’
Memorial Chapel, — is a guitarist and vocalist
offering songs of comfort and hope for memorial
services and funerals. Call 719-640-9550 or e-mail
wavesofpraises@yahoo.com.

Hours of Operation
Central Issue Facility regular business hours — are
listed below. Call 526-3321 to make appointments.
In-processing
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Initial issues
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial issues
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Cash sales/report of survey
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Direct exchange
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial turn-ins
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Full turn-ins
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Unit issues and turn-ins
Call 526-5512/6477 for approval.
Education Center hours of operation — The
Mountain Post Training and Education Center,
building 1117, 526-2124, hours are as follows:
• Counselor Support Center — MondaysThursdays 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Fridays 11 a.m.4:30 p.m.
• Learning Resource Center/Military Occupational Specialty Library — Mondays-Thursdays
9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fridays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturdays 10
a.m.-3 p.m.; and training holidays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Defense Activity for Nontraditional
Education Support and Army Personnel Testing
— Mondays-Fridays 7:30-11:30 a.m. and 12:15-4:15
p.m.; closed training holidays.
• Basic Skills Education Program/Functional
Academic Skills Training — Mondays-Thursdays
1-4 p.m.; closed training holidays.
• eArmyU Testing — Mondays-Fridays 12:154:15 p.m.; closed training holidays.
Defense Military Pay Office — building 1218, in
processing, separation, retirement. Mondays-Thursdays
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 1-4 p.m., Fridays 9-11 a.m. and
11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Out processing/ customer service at
building 1220 — Mondays-Thursdays 9 a.m.-12:30
p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Fridays 9 a.m-noon and 1-4 p.m.
Medical Activity Detachment Correspondence
Department office hours — The Correspondence
(Release of Information) Office in the Patient
Administration Division hours are MondaysFridays 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and closed on federal
holidays and Thursdays. Call 526-7322 or 526-7284
for more information.
Fort Carson Gate operating hours — Gates 1, 3, 4
and 20 are open 24 hours. Gate 2, 5 a.m.-6 p.m.
Mondays-Fridays. Gate 5 is currently under construction and will be closed until Jan. 22.

DFAC hours
Fort Carson dining facilities operate under the following hours:
• Wolf — Today 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
Saturdays-Sundays 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m (brunch) and 56:30 p.m. (supper). Monday-Wednesday 7-9 a.m.
(breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30
p.m. (dinner). Thursday-Dec. 28, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m
(brunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (supper). Dec. 29-31, 7-9 a.m.
(breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m.

(dinner). Jan. 1-Jan. 4, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m (brunch) and
5-6:30 p.m. (supper).
• 10th SFG — Today 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch), no dinner. Closed Saturdays and
Sundays. Monday-Wednesday 7-9 a.m. (breakfast),
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch), no dinner. Thursday-Dec.
28 closed. Dec. 29-31, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch), no dinner.
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Lights, Santa sightings
at Mountain Post
by Thea Skinner
Mountaineer staff
Santa sightings spread cheer across the Mountain
Post, celebrating the holiday season in December. The
Santa Claus is Coming meet and greet at the Elkhorn
Conference Center, along with lighting of trees at
headquarters, sparked holiday enthusiasm Dec. 10.
Santa Claus made unprecedented appearances
at several locations including the post festivities
at the Elkhorn Conference Center and the
headquarters building.
“It is good to be able to celebrate with
people,” said Sgt. April Davis of North American
Aerospace Defense Command headquarters.
Davis explained that her daughter questioned
which Santa Claus sighting was real after spotting
him at the mall and again at the Elkhorn Conference
Center on post.
Children lined-up to sit on Santa Claus’ lap.
Three-year-old Alex McComb told Santa that he
wants a fire truck for Christmas.
Santa is Coming has evolved during a five year
recurrence. Stephanie Camp, Elkhorn Conference
Center manager and Colorado Inn manager, started the
Santa is Coming festivities to support the community.
“There is more elaborate decorations (compared
to last year),” said
Camp. “I thought it
would be really nice for
the kids with parents
overseas. It is a nice
opportunity for Families
or moms who have
Families elsewhere to
come by and have some
good food and see Santa.
“People have been
coming to this community
event for years,” she
said. “Last year other
events were held that
were free the same day,
but people still showed.
Santa Claus also
made a grand entrance at
Photo by Thea Skinner
headquarters on a fire
As military Families lined-up to meet truck in the evening.
Santa Claus, the Jolly Old Saint Nick His appearance followed
asks Kejuan Daniels, 3, what he the lighting of trees
wants for Christmas at the Santa by Maj. Gen. Mark A.
Claus is Coming celebration.
Graham, commanding
general, Division
West (First Army) and Fort Carson.
Graham asked the audience to keep deployed
Soldiers in their thoughts and prayers as children
assisted in turning on the tree lights. He
explained that the lights serve as a reminder to
keep the country free.
“There are a lot of Soldiers representing these
lights,” he said.

Graham also
thanked the Directorate
of Public Works for
decorating with LED
lights on the two
Christmas trees at
headquarters, along
Heritage Row and on
gate facility wreaths.
KIRA, a post
operations and
maintenance contractor,
in conjunction with
DPW, created a report
analyzing the savings
the light will produce.
According to the
report, the lights will
Photo by Julie M. Lucas
save the post 2,891 kilowatts per hour in electricity
The historic 1942 Seagrave fire truck,
and $280 for the year. Although the lights cost $900, belonging to the Fort Carson fire department,
the payback will occur in about four years.
is decorated for the holidays.
In addition to these celebrations, Directorate
of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation
hosted “Winter Magic”
instead of the traditional
Holiday Village at the Special
Events Center.
“Due to mission support, we
were not able to do the normal
(Holiday) village with units
leaving for Iraq,” said Ann
Edinger, community event coordinator, DFMWR. “I think this
concept turned out great and
everyone enjoyed themselves.”
The event featured photos
with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
singing by local school
children, cookie decorating
and bounce houses.
Photo by Julie M. Lucas
Dickens Carolers entertain the crowd at Holiday Magic
Rudolph’s Meet and Greet
Dec. 5. Students from Patriot Elementary School also
party Saturday at the SEC had
performed at the event.
live reindeer, as well as other
animals and a magic show.
Upcoming holiday
events includes a holiday
skate party from 4-9 p.m.
at the SEC. The first
hour will feature a
roll-a-round for children
ages 2-5. Children can
bring their own skates or
borrow a pair at the event.
For more information about
the skate party call
524-2263, 526-1163. There
will also be a party at
Grant Library Wednesday
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
For more information, call
Photo by Thea Skinner
526-2350/2842.
Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham, commanding general, Division West (First Army)
and Fort Carson, assists several children in turning on the LED lights that
decorate two trees at the headquarters building Dec. 10.
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Flight matches fantasy with reality
Story and photos by Thea Skinner
Mountaineer staff
Children took a flight to the “north pole” via
a Bombardier-manufactured Canadair Regional
Jet 700 for a 30-minute Fantasy Flight Saturday.
Fifty children, including six Army youths enrolled
in the Community Partnership for Child
Development/Head Start program, took part in
festivities at the Colorado Springs Airport.
“It is one of those nights that the whole evening
is magical. The kids are really happy. We are so
blessed to be able to provide this service,” said Joy
Love, president of the Junior League of Colorado
Springs. “This is a night they get to be a star, and it is
not about circumstances that are out of their control.”
The flight actually traveled to Denver and back
to the Colorado Springs Airport, at gate 14. The
gate is located at a vacant terminal that was
formerly used by Western Pacific Airlines.
The Fantasy Flight started about 20 years ago by
the league, an educational and charitable nonprofit
organization comprised of women addressing
needs in the community. Several husbands of
members worked for an airline, and what started
as a conversation materialized into the flight.
Staff Sgt. Tambren Ghoram, Dental Activity,
assisted in coordinating the Army youths’ participation.
“We do have kids that are not in a wealthy family,”
Ghoram said. “There are families thinking about
other families in need and helping the unfortunate.”
Similarly, CPCD children enrolled in early
childhood education programs have an identified
special need or have a home situation that

MARK J. BENTELE, DDS, MS, PC
(COL, USAF, RET)

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
Saturday and after-school appointments available.

2575 Montebello Dr W, Ste 101
between Union & Academy

places them at risk for
school failure.
“The partner airline
went out of business —
the program became
dormant for about 10
years and was brought
back,” Love said.
SkyWest Airlines
Station Manager
Jamie Young
approached the league
to re-establish the
flight in 2007.
“It is a favorite.
Everyone loves it.
You see these kids
that have never flown
before. They all get
boarding passes and
take off,” Love said.
Gerardo Torres, 7, left, and his brother Diego, 5, read the emergency flight instructions
“People came out
before take off to the north pole Saturday.
of the woodwork to
Ghoram, mother of four, indicated that the
provide services.”
children
may have been somewhat intimidated
According to Young, 45 volunteers comprised of
SkyWest Airlines employees assisted in preparations before boarding the plane, but once they were in
and coordination, which does not include volunteers the terminal, their thoughts about their parents
from numerous outfits. Local dental offices donated being deployed disappeared.
Three Olympians — a track cyclist, a judo athlete,
items and Garden of the Gods Gourmet catered a
and a triathlete along with a Judo Paralympian
five-course meal for families.
“So many people want to give back to the military provided autographed Olympic calendars for the
and help the military. This is a very good event to help children. Youths and their families also received
tickets to a Sky Sox baseball game, and siblings
the children whose parents are in Iraq and to get their
morale up,” she said. “It means so much for the kids.” who did not fly received donated gifts.
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The hope we are looking for
Commentary by Chap. (Maj.) Bob Williams
Family life
It is often said that a person can live for several
days without food and maybe a short time without
water, but a person cannot live without the element
called hope. Hope is what gives us something to
look forward to, something to keep us going,
something that will get us through the trying times.
Sharon Hartman remembers a former cancer
survivor who dropped by her Florida hospital
room. Hartman, who lay recovering from cancer
surgery, said, “The visitor was in her 70s
with beautiful white hair and she had
just come in from playing tennis.
That really stays with me.”
The woman was an inspiring
vision of hope after her own cancer
surgery and was a volunteer for the
American Cancer Society’s Reach to
Recovery program. The year was 1978.
Because of the visit from this woman,
Hartman is now the one stepping into
hospital rooms as a trained Reach to
Recovery volunteer. She seeks to bring
one-on-one support to a third of the
women newly diagnosed with cancer each year
— about 60,000 people. She now gives hope to
those who experienced what she did.
God offers a gift of hope which is his son —

the Lord Jesus Christ. This hope was promised
from the beginning of time.
Starting in Genesis 3.15, God gave to Adam
and Eve the promise of the Messiah’s coming. He
would come in righteousness to rule and to reign.
And for centuries, God’s people held on with
expectant hope that he would keep his promise.
Through the Scriptures, God reminded His people
of the coming hope. Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore
the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and
will call him Immanuel.” Isaiah 9:6-7 “For to us
a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will
be called wonderful counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
The prophet Micah reiterated the promise of
this hope when he said in Micah 5.2, “But you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small
among the clans of Judah, out of you will
come for me one who will be ruler over
Israel, whose origins are from old,
from ancient times.” The hope was
fulfilled. God did keep his promise
and sent the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
Since Jesus came, we can now live
with hope despite trying circumstances. What a
great hope we have. “I know not what the future
holds, but I know who holds the future.”
When Jesus came on the scene, he spoke

these words to the people who offered them hope
beyond their trying circumstances. Jesus said in
Luke 4:18-19, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of
sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Today, there are prisoners who are not in
a physical prison. But yet, they are prisoners
of the past, anger, hurt, bitterness, or maybe
even prisoners of unforgiveness. Jesus came to
set these people free and give them hope.
Then Jesus said, today, this Scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing. The implication
was clear. Jesus was the Messiah of hope
who could bring the Kingdom of God which
had been promised for so long.
Finally, we see that God offers us this hope
today. The celebration of Christmas is about
Christ’s birth, but even more his death, burial,
resurrection, and his second coming. His mission
was to give mankind a hope. We do have a
hope beyond the crib. Not just a celebration
of a baby being born, but the very son of God.
God became flesh. He had come to be born,
to rise again from the dead, and to offer
forgiveness and eternal life to all who believed.
Now he had arrived, the question is, “what will
you do with the hope that God sent?”

Chapel briefs
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Chapel

Chapel Schedule
Military Council of Catholic Women — invites
you to join them as they journey together in faith,
grow in love and in hope. MCCW serves the
Catholic Community at Fort Carson, the chaplains,
and the chapels while fostering friendships
and deepening their Catholic faith through
various programs and Bible studies. They invite
you to join them at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel
for the first Friday of each month from 10:30 a.m.12:30 p.m., last Friday of each month from
6-8:30 p.m., and last Monday of each month from
2-4 p.m. for Mary’s Mommies, a playgroup
for children ages newborn-6 years old.
Free child care is provided with a two-week
RSVP before events. Call Tana at 886-4360 for
more information.

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Time
4 p.m.
5 p.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
noon

Service
Reconciliation
Mass
Mass
CRE
RCIA
Mass
Mass

Chapel
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Healer
Healer

Friday

4:30 p.m.

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
9 a.m.
6 p.m.

Intercessory prayer, Bible
Study
Protestant
Liturgical Service
Sunday School
Sunday School
Protestant
Protestant/Gospel
Chapel Next
PWOC
Youth ministry

Location
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Evans Army Hospital
Evans Army Hospital

Contact Person
Chap. Gross/526-5279
Chap. Gross/526-5279
Chap. Gross/526-5279
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Fr. Gagliardo/526-7386
Fr. Gagliardo/526-7386

Soldiers’

Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Reid/524-4316

Healer
Prussman
Soldiers’
Prussman
Soldiers’
Prussman
Veterans
Soldiers’
Soldiers’

Evans Army Hospital
Barkeley & Ellis
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Prussman
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Prussman
Magrath & Titus
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Pollok/526-7387
Chap. Mitchell/650-8042
Chap. Reid/524-4316
Chap. Moffitt/524-4797
Chap. Reid/524-4316
Chap. Moffitt/524-4797
Chap. Ball/526-1928
Chap. Reid/524-4316
Chap. Reid/524-4316

PROTESTANT

How does one become a Catholic? — The
church offers the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults, a process of spiritual formation, catechetical
instruction and faith sharing. If interested, call
the Catholic Director of Religious Education Pat
Treacy at 524-2458 to schedule an appointment.
The RCIA group meets Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

The Army Cycle of Prayer
Unit: Soldiers and Families of the 377th Theater
Sustainment Command in Belle Chasse, La.
Army: For the almost 300,000 Soldiers deployed
in more than 80 countries, that they may find the
spirit of the Holy Days, bringing them a measure
of peace, even in the midst of war.
State: For all Soldiers and their Families from the
state of Washington. Pray also for Gov. Chris
Gregoire, the state legislators and municipal officials
of the Evergreen State.

Day
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tues., Thurs.

JEWISH
For information and a schedule of Jewish Sabbath services, call the U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Chapel at 333-2636.

Sunday

WICCA
Building 4800, corner of Harr and McNerny

2 p.m.

Arden Daigre/591-8021

COLORADO WARRIORS SWEATLODGE
Colorado Warriors Sweatlodge ceremonies (He Ska Akicita Inipi) are offered to military Family members and Department of Defense personnel. These lodges are
traditional Lakota spiritual ceremonies for cleansing, purification and prayer, and are fully sanctioned and supported by the Fort Carson Command Chaplain. Please
call the following for information and directions: Mike Dunning 719-371-6981; or Zoe Goodblanket at 442-0929.

Nation: That during this time of sacred celebration
our citizens may remember those who stand watch
over freedom.
Religious: For the Christian community of faith
as they celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ; for the
Jewish community as they celebrate Hanukkah;
for those who observe Kwanzaa, celebrating
community, family and culture.
For more information on the Army Cycle of
Prayer, or to pray for items from previous weeks, visit
the cycle’s Web site at www.usarmychaplain.com.

Daily Bible readings: To assist in regular Scripture reading, the
following Scriptures are recommended. These Scriptures are part
of the common daily lectionary, which is designed to present the entire
Bible over a three-year cycle.

Today — Psalms 18, Isaiah 31-33
Saturday — Psalms 19, Isaiah 34-36
Sunday — Psalms 20, Isaiah 37-39
Monday — Psalms 21, Isaiah 40-42
Tuesday — Psalms 22, Isaiah 43-45
Wednesday — Psalms 23, Isaiah 46-48
Thursday — Psalms 24, Isaiah 49-51

Bethany Lutheran Church
Welcomes You To
Worship, Learn and Serve
With Us
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21ST
10:00 AM – Advent Lessons and Carols

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
5:00 PM – Christmas Eve Worship
632-9017
1401 South Eighth Street
(north on CO 115/Nevada Ave., west on Cheyenne Road,
north on Eighth Street)
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Food establishments receive grade
by Capt. Jason Krantz
chief of environmental health, Medical
Detachment Activity
Earlier this year the Environmental Health
Section of Preventive Medicine started posting grades
for the 25-food establishments on Fort Carson.
This includes all the Army and Air Force
Exchange Services, Directorate of Family and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation, dining facilities
and Child Development Center kitchens.
These grades are based on Technical Bulletin
Medical 530, October 2002. This regulation is the
Army’s occupational guide to food sanitation.
The TB Med describes the rules that all food
establishments on Army installations must follow.
Everything from construction of the building
to storage of food items to cleaning of the facility is
covered in the regulation.
There are sections within the TB Med that are
more critically observed than others. For example,
the temperature at which food is stored is a critical
observation. According to TB Med 350, “Any food
being held by a food establishment that will be
served to a patron must be held either below 40
degrees or above 140 degrees Fahrenheit to
prevent the growth of harmful bacteria.” Any food
establishments found storing food between the two
temperatures will receive a “C” rating. These specific
critical sections are marked with a star in the TB
Med 530. Each food establishment is required to
have a copy of this regulation on the premises.
In the four months prior to the posting of the
grades there was an average of four failing food
establishments per month. In the last four months,

Aspen Dental
Associates
Complete Family
Dental Care
S. Wahsatch Ave.

New Patients Always Welcome
Military Depents Insurance Accepted
E. Pikes Peak
E. Colorado Ave.
Santa Fe
Railroad
Station

E. Pikes
Peak Ave.

*

Homburg
Bldg.

there has been only one failure. The criteria that
the grades are based on as follows:
A: 0-four Minor deficiencies
B: Five-eight Minor deficiencies
C: One-two Critical deficiencies or more than
nine minor deficiencies
D: Three or more major deficiencies; reinspection
required within five business days
F: Facility has received its second D upon
re-inspection
Cr: Facility has corrected all deficiencies upon
reinspection
The food establishments on Fort Carson are
inspected once a month. This frequency of
inspections is greater than that of the El Paso
County Health Department, which is only required
to inspect the food establishments once every six
months. According to the El Paso County Health
Department in its press release explaining changes
for 2009, “Less than half of the required retail food
establishment inspections are performed each year.
EPC has the highest number and rates of foodborne
illness outbreaks statewide thus far in 2008.” If
there is an “A”, “B” or “C” in a food establishment
on post, you can know that Fort Carson personnel
inspected and approved the restaurant to be open.
Starting in January 2009, the Environmental
Health Section will be naming a restaurant of the
month. This will be based on the amount of findings
discovered during December’s inspections. The
establishment with the least amount of findings will
be awarded a trophy that it can display for the month.
In February the establishment with the least
amount of findings in January will get to claim
the trophy, and so on for the rest of the year. The

877
745-EGGS
Surrogate program $23k base + stipends
and expense reimbursements
Egg donor program $5,000-$10,000
If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
someone who truly knows the answers.

www.DonatedEggs.com

establishment with the most times as restaurant of the
month at the end of 2009 will get a trophy stating
that it was the restaurant of the year for 2009.
The grades for the last 12 months can be found
at the Preventive Medicine Web site listed below.
The grades for the month of November are below.
November was the second month out of the last
three that did not have a failure.
If you have any questions about the food
establishments and the grading process contact
Environmental Health at 526-7922 or 526-2939.
AAFES

NOV

BLIMPIE S.S.
BURGER KING
BURGER KING X-PRESS
GLADD’S BBQ
GODFATHER’S PIZZA
IRMA’S PLACE
KFC
WILD BILLS BUFFALO WINGS
BURGER KING (PX)
TACO JOHNS (PX)
CHARLEY’S STEAKERY (PX)
ROBIN HOOD (PX)
ANTHONY’S PIZZA (PX)

C
B
A
A
C
A
A
A
A
A
A
C
A

Non Appropriated Funds (NAF)

NOV

STRIKE ZONE (BOWLING ALLEY)
ELKHORN CONF. CENTER
MULLIGAN’S

Courtesy
C
C

Child and Youth Services

NOV

SCHOOL AGE SERVICES (BEACON)
EAST CDC
WEST CDC
SOUTHWEST CDC
SOUTHEAST CDC
NORTH CDC

A
A
C
C
A
A

Source: http://www.evans.amedd.army.mil/PM/FCCO_
sanitation_inspections_rating_grades_and_criteria.pdf

John’s Sports
Collectibles
BEST PRICES IN TOWN!

NEW SPORTS
CARDS

VINTAGE SPORTS
CARDS

Sports Memorabilia & Autographs!

3615 Galley Rd.
In front of Citadel Mall

719-574-7040

Gregory D. Mock, D.D.S.
Michael E. Gilbert, D.D.S.
559 E. Pikes Peak Ave., Suite 203
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
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On In-Town Condos & Homes

866.387.5717

AlpineResortProperties.com

FREE Season Pass
with 5 nights lodging
plus 30% off lodging thereafter
Ski-in/Ski-out Condos

800•621•8190
www.ironhorsevacations.com

take a winter park ski vacation. you`ve earned it.
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Any package
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Does not include parts or sublet.
Not valid with any other offer.
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Community briefs
Miscellaneous
Contact Evans Army Community Hospital
Nutrition Care Services — today to sign up to
fight the “battle of the bulge” with the new Rocky
Mountain Weight Loss Program, a new approach to
weight management. It is a hands-on, interactive
approach that is fun. Participants don’t just count
calories — the program addresses mind and body,
and offers practical tips to help meet weight-loss
goals. To get started call 526-7290.
The Fort Carson Commissary will be closed —
Thursday, Dec. 26 and Jan. 1. The store will be open
Wednesday from 7 a.m.-4 p.m.
Fort Carson National Prayer Breakfast — will be
held Feb. 4, hosted by the Fort Carson Installation
Chaplain at the Elkhorn Conference Center from
7-8:30 a.m. which includes a buffet breakfast,
inspirational and patriotic music, and a special time
of prayer. The guest speaker this year is popular and
inspirational speaker Dave Barr. A former Marine,
Barr received 57 Air Medals while serving on
a helicopter gunship in Vietnam, and later became
part of multiple, international operations in Israel,
Zimbabwe and South Africa. Following a fateful
landmine explosion in 1981, Barr sustained lifethreatening injuries that resulted in the amputation
of both of his legs. After a lengthy rehabilitative
period, he returned to active duty completing his
military enlistment. Upon returning to the United
States, Barr was reunited with his family and his
10-year-old Harley-Davidson motorcycle. Inspired
after his first ride since the explosion, Barr decided
to travel around the world on his Harley. It was his
hope that he could encourage others to overcome
their obstacles and live their dreams. The Dave Barr
Foundation was established to support charitable
organizations, both in the U.S. and overseas, that are
dedicated to improving the lives of the disabled.
Tickets to this event are available from Fort Carson
chaplains for a suggested donation of $5.
Donated annual leave for Fort Carson civilian
employees — is currently being accepted for the
following civilian employees under the Voluntary
Leave Transfer Program. The employees have
exhausted all available leave, because of medical
emergencies are currently accepting leave
donations: Lou Ann Armstrong, Garrison Resource
Management; Rhonda Welles, Army Space and
Missile Defense Command; Donald Miller,
Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and
Security; Marcus Boyd, Directorate of Family and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation; Donald Johnson
and Jeanette Hellwig, Directorate of Public Works;
and Carolyn Hale and Linda Rankin, Dental Activity.
To donate annual leave under VLTP, contact the
Garrison Resource Management Office at 5261841/1839 or lisa.hurtado@conus.army.mil to obtain
form OMP-630A, “Request to Donate Annual
Leave,” or the OMP-630B for an outside agency.
Cub Scout Pack 264 on Fort Carson — offers
activities for boys in the first-fifth grades that
include sports and academics, helping to instill
Family and community values such as honesty,

good citizenship, respect and more.
The Cub Scout program includes the
following dens: Tiger (first grade),
Wolf (second grade), Bear (third
grade), Webelos I (fourth grade) and
Webelos II (fifth grade). For more
information contact Greg Thorn at
382-4917 or e-mail joincarsoncub264@rocketmail.com.
Girls Scouts — are currently
registering adult leaders and girls for
the upcoming year. The new grade
levels are: Daisy, kindergarten-first
grade; Brownie, second-third grades;
Junior, fourth-sixth grades; Cadette,
seventh-ninth grades; Senior, ninth-10th
grades; and Ambassador, 11th-12th
grades. For more information contact
Kenya Cruzat, director, at the Girl
Scout Council, 597-8603, ext. 24.
The Directorate of Public Works
wildlife office — will recycle
Christmas trees again this year. People
can drop of their natural tree at the
recycle center located on the south
side of the post exchange just north of
the intersection of Sheridan Avenue
and Prussman Boulevard on Sheridan
Avenue. The center will receive trees
Dec. 26 to Jan. 23, Mondays through
Fridays from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. All ornaments and tinsel need to be removed
before dropping off trees. Call the
DPW wildlife office for additional
information at 524-5393.
Spouse Support Group — Feeling
lonely, anxious or fearful about this
deployment? Join this group of caring
spouses. To register call Army
Community Service at 526-4590. Free
child care is available for registered
children. The support group meets
Tuesdays from noon-1:30 p.m. at the
Alternate Escapes on Specker Avenue.
Department of Defense civilian
employees — wishing to deploy in support of
the Global War on Terrorism, particularly to Iraq
or Afghanistan, to assist in the rebuilding of
these countries are encouraged to investigate the
possibilities. Information on building an increased
civilian deployment capacity can be found at
www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/pdf/pr080212cap
acity.pdf. Installation Management Command
Human Resources point of contact is Diane
Blakely, 703-602-1695.
Claims against the estate —With deepest regrets to
the family of Staff Sgt. Timothy Walker, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness to his
estate should contact Capt. Clay Bibb, 439-6271.
Grant Library children’s programs resume —
Read-to-Me (formerly Toddler-Time) is held
Tuesdays at Grant Library children’s room at
10:30 a.m. This program is for children 18-36 months
and features rhymes, songs, stories and other fun
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learning activities. The following day at 10:30 a.m.
is storytime, for slightly older prereaders, with
stories, songs, crafts and other fun activities. These
two programs will take place until May 2009.
Come join the fun and teach your little ones an
early love for books and the library.
U-Turns now accessible from Academy Boulevard
— El Paso County Department of Transportation
has recently completed roadwork in front of Pikes
Peak Community College that can now accommodate
drivers needing to move from driving eastbound
on Academy Boulevard to get to B Street. PPCC
now has two entrances off Academy Boulevard,
the original entrance to the west and a new entrance
.2 miles further east toward Interstate 25. Eastbound
drivers wishing to turn around should proceed
to the new easternmost signal and entrance.
After a right turn onto the new access road, follow
the road back to the original entrance.

18 MOUNTAINEER — Dec. 19, 2008

Community

Carson tops CFC goals
Story and photos by
Douglas M. Rule
Fort Carson Public Affairs Office
In a last-minute push, Fort Carson
Soldiers and civilian employees boosted
donations to the Combined Federal
Campaign, putting Fort Carson over
the goal set by the installation.
According to the CFC of the Pikes
Peak Region, as of Dec. 10, donations
from Mountain Post personnel totaled
$450,792, 116 percent of the original
goal. Regional donations — from
Carson, the Air Force Academy,
Peterson and Schriever Air Force Bases,
the area Post Offices and other smaller
federal agencies — totaled $1,892,786,
according to CFC figures of Nov. 20.
Master Sgt. Lisa Belsher, Fort
Carson CFC coordinator, said she
worked hard to help Fort Carson reach
its goal, made harder by the economic
problems in the U.S., two brigade
combat teams deployed to Iraq and
a third training in
preparation for
deployment to
Afghanistan.
“I feel delighted.
Seeing so many
people giving when
times are hard is
awesome,” Belsher

Jon Karroll, KRDO-TV news anchor, dressed up as “commander-in-chief” George Washington, recognizes outstanding campaign
workers as master of ceremonies for the Combined Federal Campaign of the Pikes Peak awards ceremony Dec. 9. Karroll has
hosted events for the CFC at both installations and the annual awards ceremonies for many years.
said. “We didn’t think we were going
to reach our goal. But at the last minute,
like always, Fort Carson pulled through.”
Units reaching
125 percent of the
proposed goal were
awarded a Gold
Unit Award; units
reaching 100
percent of the goal
were given Silver;
and those reaching

WE PAY TOP $$$

75 percent were given Bronze. Fort
Carson had 49 Gold Unit Awards,
10 Silver and seven Bronze.
Maj. Gen. Mark A. Graham,
commanding general, Division West
(First Army) and Fort Carson, as well
as the chairman of the CFC Regional
Committee, recognized the CFC
“heroes” of Fort Carson, those men and
women, who through their extra efforts,
made the CFC campaign a success.
Belsher was recognized along with

Spc. James Whitlock, 704th Brigade
Support Battalion, 4th BCT, 4th Infantry
Division; Staff Sgt. Joel Moretto,
68th Combat Sustainment Support
Battalion, 43rd Sustainment Brigade;
and Dwayne Gregorich, Directorate
of Information Management.
The Combined Federal
Campaign is one of two authorized
charity solicitations. The other,
Army Emergency Relief, will begin
its campaign is early 2009.

Let me show you how
easy buying or selling
real estate can be.

For DVDs, CDs, Music
Games, iPods & Consoles!

Helping military family’s acquire their dream of home
ownership is my passion! Free home warranty with the
purchase of a pre-owned home with me, or 1% of the
purchase price on a new built is yours at closing.
Call me and let me work for you.


Cindy Smith

The Masters Group
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STATE OF THE ART
TRAINING
NO SELLING REQ’D,
CASH FLOW GUARANTEED!
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Serving America today...you need to think about your career tomorrow.
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Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
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WISH KID MOLLY

This is the day
I couldn t
stop
smiling

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:

Visit us at www.wish.org
or call 800-722-WISH.
And share the power of a wish®.
Provided as a public service

Make-A-Wish Foundation® is a CFC participant
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Home of First
Baptist Christian

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
Academy
Opening Fall
10:30am Preaching Service
2008
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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Meanwhile, back at the ranch
The Mounted
Color Guard
preserves 1870s’
Army heritage
Members of the Fort Carson Mounted
Color Guard support the Colorado
Springs Festival of Lights parade Dec. 5.

Sgt. John Husby demonstrates
“pole bending” while riding Blitz.

Sgt. John Husby jumps a hurdle
on Blitz during a workout at
Turkey Creek Ranch.

Photo by Randy Tisor

by Randy Tisor
Mountaineer staff

“We’re with horses all day,” Cpl. John Slatton
said. “How many people get to work with horses
in the Army?” Slatton joined the MCG about two
Got spurs? If you’re a member of the Fort Carson Mounted Color
months ago and is the team’s newest two-footed
Guard you do. You would also be part of a unique group of Soldiers
member. Like all of the other members, Slatton was
charged with keeping Army tradition alive and well. There are only about
recruited from his regular Army job and will return
10 such units in the Army and each preserves Army heritage from a slightly
to that job once his two to three-year stint on the color
different time period. They also spend a lot of time supporting garrison events guard is over. Slatton was an indirect fire infantryand serving as Army ambassadors to the general public.
man. Other color guard members came from such diverse backgrounds as
On average, the Soldiers who make up Fort Carson’s MCG perform
medic, cavalry scout, field artillery or the chemical corps. All of them have to
in more than 200 ceremonies, competitions and parades each year. That’s
keep up with their military occupational specialty skills while they’re on the
down by roughly half from just a couple of years ago when Sgt. Heather
MCG in addition to all of the training and expertise they need to acquire in
Die, now in her third year with the
order to perform their current jobs.
MCG, recounts participating in
“We spend a lot of time
well more than 400 events in a
working and training together as
single year. Even though there were
a team,” said Staff Sgt. Lily Boaz,
fewer events in 2008, the tempo
the unit’s platoon sergeant. “You
was still pretty intense.
really have to know everyone
“We might have a retirement
pretty well and trust their riding
ceremony in the morning,” Die
ability. Some of our routines call
said. “Then a change of command
for a lot of trust.” When sabers
in the afternoon.” For most of the
are drawn in a cavalry charge,
spring and summer months this year,
for instance, there isn’t a lot of
Die recalls, they did everything with
room for error; the consequences,
only five people. It was a lot of work,
Boaz said, could be pretty serious
especially for such a small crew,
if somebody messes up.
which meant that all hands were
In addition to the travel and
required for nearly every event. These
events, a lot of time is spent taking
days they’re comparatively “fat and
care of the horses. And learning
happy” with a crew of eight.
things like how to shoe horses.
Noncommissioned officer in
And arranging for veterinarian care
charge, Sgt. 1st Class Stephen
for the horses. And grooming the
Roy, said cross training is mandatory
horses. Then there’s all of the Army
due to the size of the staff.
training and individual military
“Everybody knows everyone
occupational specialty training
else’s job and responsibilities. A lot
that has to be kept up with.
of the daily tasks we do are team
It’s a lot of work and only a
oriented anyway. When it’s time to
small fraction of it is glamorous. But,
feed the horses, somebody will
it’s all part of keeping the history and
bring ‘em in, somebody else will
tradition of the Fort Carson Mounted
start feeding ‘em, and somebody
Color Guard alive, Roy explained.
else may be working on cleaning
“And we have the opportunity to
out the paddocks.”
represent Fort Carson and the Army,”
All the hard work has its
Roy said. “It’s an honor to be a part
Photo by Randy Tisor
rewards, though.
Sgt. John Husby puts a horseshoe on Snoopy, the newest of this organization,” he added.
equine member of the color guard. Staff Sgt. Lily Boaz helps
Photo by Randy Tisor
calm Snoopy during the fitting.

Photo by Randy Tisor

Photo courtesy Directorate of Information Management

The Fort Carson Mounted Color Guard charges downfield during an event on post.
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Fort Carson: thank you, volunteers
Story and photo by Randy Tisor
Mountaineer staff
More than 300 volunteers from nearly every
directorate and organization on Fort Carson were
treated to a holiday party at the Elkhorn Conference
Center Dec. 10. As each volunteer entered the party
room, they were personally greeted by members of
the Fort Carson command staff to include Maj. Gen.
Mark A. Graham, commanding general, Division
West (First Army) and Fort Carson, and Brig. Gen.
Norman Andersson, deputy commanding general,
Division West (First Army) and Fort Carson.
Shortly after Santa and one of his elves

presented each volunteer with a small gift from
Army Community Service, Graham further
acknowledged the contributions that volunteers
make to the Fort Carson community every day.
“I want to thank you for what you do,” Graham
said, addressing the room full of volunteers.
“Thank you for being here and for all you do to
help our young Families while their Soldiers are
gone. Volunteers,” Graham continued, “you are key
to what we do. Thank you for giving your time.
Fort Carson would not be the best hometown in the
Army without installation volunteers.”
Graham ended his remarks with a quote from
former President Ronald Reagan — “The work of

Santa and one of
his elves hand out
presents to Fort
Carson volunteers at the 2008
Holiday Volunteer
Social held at the
Elkhorn
Conference
Center Dec. 11.

volunteer groups around the country represent
the very heart and soul of America. They have
helped make this the most compassionate, generous
and humane society that ever existed on the face
of the Earth.”
Joey Bautista, volunteer corps manager for
ACS, echoed Graham in saying that volunteer
generosity goes a long way in making Fort
Carson great. The holiday party, he said, was a
way to do something special for them.
Clara Huff, like most volunteers, doesn’t donate
her time and energy to achieve special recognition,
but the party and all the thanks offered to all
of the volunteers meant a lot to her.
“I think it’s a way to publicly acknowledge
the contributions that the volunteers make,” Huff
said of the party.
Huff is a retired Army nurse who volunteers
at Evans Army Community Hospital through the
Red Cross. She currently holds two jobs; she’s the
volunteer chairperson for the hospital program
that coordinates the placement of all of the Red
Cross volunteers throughout the hospital and the
veterinary clinics and also finds the time to work
at the Family Medicine clinic.
She’s enjoying her retirement, she said, but
still wants to contribute her talents in support
of the Fort Carson community. She’s not alone
in that sentiment; she figures that volunteers
contribute more than 2,000 hours a month to the
hospital alone.
“It’s nice to be recognized by the big bosses,”
Huff added, referring to the command staff who
took the time to greet each volunteer personally.

BACHELOR’S | MASTER’S | DOCTORATE*
Computer Engineering
Computer Science
Computer Systems Security
Electrical Engineering
Enterprise Information Systems
Software Engineering
* Degree levels and degree programs vary by campus.
Please check with the campus you are interested in attending for availability.

1835
S. ACADEMY
3235
E. Platte
Ave., Ste. B

COLORADO SPRINGS CAMPUS

(NE Corner of Chelton & Academy in the Bally Plaza)

4435 North
North Chestnut
Chestnut Street
Street
4435
Colorado Springs,
Springs, CO
CO 80907
80907
Colorado

622-3080

1.888.266.1555
WWW.COLORADOTECH
COLORADOTECH.EDU
EDU
WWW

Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9:30 - Noon
CEC2235990 - 09/08
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We Want
Your
Business
and We’ll
Prove It.

FRONTSIDE GRIND
A Serious Skateboard Shop

101 N. Tejon St. Suite 102
(719) 328-1820
Great selection of new school decks and the widest
selection of old school decks in Colorado Springs
Expert help for parents needing advice
on their purchase
Come in, sit down, pop in your favorite
skate video and relax
FREE GRIP TAPE WITH THIS AD AND PURCHASE OF A DECK

Providing high quality graduate degrees to
Colorado Springs’ Military Community.
Master of Arts in Psychology
*Professional Counseling
*Marriage & Family Therapy
*Organizational Leadership
Doctor of Psychology
*Clinical Psychology
*Organizational Leadership

Southern Colorado’s
#1 GMC Dealer

1.800.877.1184

Call Vern @ 719-636-3881

For more information
about the
University of the Rockies,
email info@rockies.edu
or visit our website at
www.rockies.edu.
University of the Rockies is accredited by
The Higher Learning Commission and a member of the
North Central Association (NCA).

ARE YOU CONSIDERING
PLASTIC SURGERY?
Ask about our Military Discount

t Breast Enlargement
t Breast Lift
t Tummy Tuck
t Liposuction
Free Consultation
Aﬀordable Financing Options

DOUGLAS J. RASKIN, M.D., D.M.D
Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certiﬁed by American Board of Plastic Surgery

+-.#//..++/;$F_a[iF[Wa7l[$"Ik_j[(&/
^ec[$fY_ioi$d[j%tZ`h[cW_b0cZZcZ6fY_ioi$d[j

VernD@mikeshawauto.net
www.MikeShawSprings.com

Exit 140B just
South of Downtown
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Beat the holiday blues
by Diane Mayer
TriWest Healthcare Alliance
The holiday season can bring
with it many feelings, ranging from
excitement and wonder to sadness
and disappointment. Anxiety about
separations or losses can be intensified
during the holidays. Uncertainty
about the length of deployments
and mission dangers can add to the
stress of separation.
Here are some suggestions to
help reduce holiday stress:
• Set realistic expectations.
It is easy to focus on how
things used to be. Sit down with
family members and discuss
what is important to each of
you right now. Look for new
activities that could become
new family traditions.
• Make a calendar with
specific holiday goals. Once a
holiday goal, such as buying all
the gifts or baking all the cookies
is reached, reward yourself.
• Establish a realistic budget.
Overspending can result in
year-round stress and the
material aspects of the holidays
can be overwhelming. Many
times a homemade gift can be

more meaningful. Coupons for services
throughout the year can provide
friends and family with happiness
that outlasts the holiday season.
• Buy gifts from catalogs
or online. This can be an amazing
time saver. Many companies offer
gift-wrapping and delivery directly
to the recipient. It is a great way to
avoid crowded stores and long lines
at the post office. Use the time

you saved to spend time doing
things you enjoy.
• Take care of yourself. In order to
take care of others, you must first take
care of yourself. Eat healthy meals at
regular times. Get plenty of sleep
and exercise. Even on your busiest
days, schedule time for yourself.
Think about activities in which you
can participate and choose only those
that will be enjoyable.

• Emphasize family ties. Spend
extra time with your children to
make them feel safe and secure.
Maintain established routines,
including family dinners and
bedtimes. Create an online photo
scrapbook for a loved one who
is deployed, to share holiday
images with them during or after
their deployment.
• Reach out to others. Share
activities and help others in
your community. Participate in
community activities that bring
you in contact with others.
Life is full of changes —
some good, some bad — and
it can be difficult to adjust.
Identify what is important and
good in your life right now
and focus on the future.
TriWest is here to help you
make it though the holidays.
Visit www.triwest.com/
beneficiary/Behavioral
Health.asp for tips and resources.
You can also save time
during the busy holiday
season by registering on
www.triwest.com to manage
your health care online,
anytime, from anywhere with
an Internet connection.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
:KHHO 7LUH
Packages
%HG5XJV
6SUD\/LQHUV
1HUI%DUV
*ULOO*XDUGV

Silverado /Sierra Crew Cab Short Bed, 700 Series

Ram Quad Cab, Model 100XQ

MILITARY DISCOUNT — 5% OFF

667-0053

2400 Naegele Ave
West Hwy 24 at 25th Street

Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Police blotter
The following crimes were committed on the Fort Carson installation between Dec. 13-19.
Desertion and AWOL
__3_ servicemembers were cited with
AWOL — surrendered to military/
civilian authorities.
__8_ servicemembers were cited with AWOL
— failed to go to place of duty.
__1_ servicemember was cited with desertion
— apprehended by civilian authorities.
Motor vehicle crimes
__2_ servicemembers were cited with driving
under the influence of alcohol.

__1_ servicemember was cited with driving a
vehicle with excessive blood alcohol
content .08 or more.
__4_ civilians were cited with driving while
license was restrained.
__3_ servicemembers were cited with driving
vehicle without valid insurance.
__2_ servicemembers were cited with no
registration card in vehicle.
__1_ servicemember was cited with driving
on the sidewalk.
__1_ civilian was cited with driving

downrange without a range pass.
Drug and alcohol crimes excluding
motor vehicle
__1_ civilian was cited with possession
of marijuana.
__1_ servicemember was cited with
wrongful possession of marijuana.
__1_ servicemember was cited with
wrongful possession of cocaine.
__1_ servicemember was cited with
wrongful use of cocaine.
__1_ civilian was cited with
drug paraphernalia.
__1_ civilian was cited with
underage drinking.
Miscellaneous crimes
__1_ servicemember was cited with
violation of restraining order.
__4_ civilians were cited with theft.
__1_ civilian was cited with
fuel piracy.
__1_ servicemember was cited with
failure to use a turn signal.
__1_ servicemember was cited with
using inoperable equipment.
__1_ servicemember was cited
with negligent homicide.

26 MOUNTAINEER — Dec. 19, 2008

Community

Sports

Dec. 19, 2008 — MOUNTAINEER

27

Lady Trojans
show growth,
maturity
Story and photos by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
Fountain-Fort Carson Girls Varsity Basketball
Coach Harry Knight has had to be a very patient
man for the past two seasons.
Knight had a senior, laden team that went to
the Colorado state playoffs two years ago, but
when that group of athletes graduated, he was
left with a talented, but young team the past two
years. Two years ago Knight started freshmen and
sophomores and took the expected lumps along
the way. Last year he also started a lot of freshmen
and sophomores and again had to watch his team
get beaten by more experienced teams. The tide
may be turning for Knight this year.
Knight will start juniors and sophomores this

Fountain-Fort Carson’s Yhana Harris, 50, blocks a shot
attempt by Mitchell High School’s Brinkley Myers during
action Monday at Fountain-Fort Carson High School.

year that are talented and battle
tested. The results of the Lady
Trojans first two games of the year
may be an indication of what their
fans can expect this year.
The Doherty Spartan basketball
team visited Fountain-Fort Carson
Dec. 11 and last year that may have
been a recipe for a serious blowout
victory for the Spartans. The Lady
Trojans got down early in the
game, trailing by double digits, but
then showed why this year should
be different from other years. The
Lady Trojans battled back to close
the double-digit deficit to two points
before eventually losing a close
Fountain-Fort Carson’s D’Shara Strange, 3, fires a jump shot over a
46-40 decision.
Doherty High School defender during action Dec. 11 at Fountain-Fort
The Lady Trojans followed that
Carson High School.
loss with a convincing 54-45 victory
over Mitchell High School Monday
juniors and a sophomore this year as opposed to the
as the team showed it will be competitive with
four sophomores and a freshman I played last year.
any opponent this year. The Trojans showed the
Hopefully, we are a year stronger and a year faster
maturity that was displayed by other teams in
and because of that, we are expecting a lot from this
the past two years. The fact his team is grown up
team,” Knight said.
now is not lost on Knight.
“We played against Doherty and that was our
“We have a lot of good expectations for this
first game of the year and they have already played
year’s team. We are a year older and I start four
five games this year. We made a lot of mistakes, in
the first half against
Doherty and I told my
team if we cut down
on the mistakes we are
pretty even teams and
we did that and made
it close in the second
half. We showed we
are just as athletic
and just as quick as
Doherty. In the end,
I believe it just
came down to the
confidence Doherty
has in the tradition of
winning they have,”
Knight said.
This year the
Lady Trojans may
be ready to begin
their own tradition
of winning and it
will be with the team
that has taken some
lumps over the
past two years but
is ready to start
delivering some
lumps to opponents.
Fountain-Fort Carson’s Alisha Johnson, 32, battles Doherty High School’s Leah Richardson,
25, for a loose ball during action Dec. 11 at Fountain-Fort Carson High School.
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Special Events Center to host
Holiday Skate Party Saturday
by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
The post Special Events Center
holds its Holiday Skate Party
Saturday from 4-9 p.m.
According to event organizers, a
Roll-A-Round party will be held
from 4-5 p.m. for tiny tots ages 2-5
years old. Children can either bring
their own wheeled toys or will
have their choice of skating to
age-appropriate music and flashing
lights. Family night starts at 5 p.m.
with disco lights, great sounds
from the house disk jockey, games
and prizes. Skates will be available
in limited number, though it is
preferred people bring their own
skates. The event is free and open
to the public. For more information
call 526-1867/524-1163.
The post indoor swimming
pool offers a great way to get
in aerobic exercise and take
some classes.
The center offers water aerobics
classes Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9-10 a.m. Center officials say

just about anyone of any age can
participate in water aerobics. The
program is also great for expectant
mothers who want to stay in shape.
If you or someone you know is
interested in becoming a lifeguard
or swimming instructor, the center
also offers a program to help you
achieve that goal. The center offers
a number of Red Cross classes
that help you become a lifeguard,
swimming instructor or recertify
yourself in those areas.
For more information on the
indoor swimming pool and the
programs offered call 526-3107.
The Directorate of Family and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation
will continue its 4-on-4 basketball
season after the Christmas holiday.
The league is taking a break over
the Christmas holiday, but will
resume play Jan. 6 at Garcia
Physical Fitness Center. The post
regular intramural basketball
program is scheduled to begin play
in February with a league start date
See Bench on page 29

Photo by Walt Johnson

Trojans win
Fountain-Fort Carson’s Martin Thomas, 15, looks to go around two Monarch High
School defenders in recent high school action. Thomas scored a team high 14 points
to lead the Trojans to a 55-52 victory over Lincoln High School Monday in Denver. The
Trojans will face the Doherty Spartans today at 7 p.m. at Doherty High School.
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Photo by Walt Johnson

Aerobic training
Fort Carson’s Charlie Pennington takes part in a Pilates class Tuesday at Forrest Fitness
Center. The Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation has a number of
exercise classes available. For more information on the classes call 526-2706.

to be announced.
Disney’s “High School
Musical, The Ice Tour” will take
place Jan. 16-19 at the Colorado
Springs World Arena. Tickets are
on sale now at the Fort Carson
Information, Tickets and
Registration office in building
2429 inside the Outdoor Recreation
Complex. For more information
call 526-5366.
Looking for a fun evening
and a chance to exercise your
vocal chords?
Every Friday is Karaoke Night
at the Brass Rail Lounge, located
inside Fort Carson’s Thunder Alley
Bowling Center. The Brass Rail
hosts the social event from 7:30 p.m.
until close. For more information
on karaoke night call 526-5542.
The Pro Shop at the
Cheyenne Shadows Golf Club is
holding its annual Christmas Sale
now until Jan. 4.
All golf course patrons can
receive a 5-30 percent discount
on all merchandise at the pro
shop during the sale. Golf course
officials said all annual fees,
punch cards and trail fees will also
be on sale. For more information
call 526-4122.
The Fort Carson youth
sports program will begin play
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Christmas Is Coming…
and we have everything on your
Off-Roader’s Wish List!!
Off-Road Jacks ................................ $54.99
Recovery Straps starting at ............. $44.99
Off-Road and Crawling DVDs.......... $19.99
Winches starting at Only.................. $469.99
Winch Accessory Kits starting at ..... $199.00

NOW OPEN

7XH6DWDPSP6XQSP

Telescopes
Binoculars
Spotting
Scopes

Books
DVDs
Toys

124 E. Cheyenne Mountain Blvd
 

www.StargateAstronomyStore.com

All Suspension Systems from Superlift and
Fabtech ON SALE!
Tire and Wheel Packages and MUCH MORE!
All Custom Fabrication such as Cages, Nerf
Bars, Bumpers & Skid Plates have
GIANT DISCOUNTS!

Christmas Time Also Means SNOW…
Tanner 4x4 has great deals on all your service
needs as well as Brakes, Clutches, Shocks, 4-Wheel
Drive Service and MUCH MORE!

Happy Holidays!
The Oldest and Best 4x4 Center in Colorado Springs

1920 East Pikes Peak Avenue
(719) 475-8057
Check Us Out On The Web www.tanner4x4.com
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for the winter sports season in
mid-January.
The youth sports program will
offer basketball, indoor soccer
and cheerleading during the winter
sports period which is scheduled
to be held from Jan. 17-March 22.
Young hoop players will
want to remember that the first
Friday of every month is hoops
night at the youth center.
The youth center hosts the
event from 8 p.m.-midnight.
For more information on the
youth night basketball program
call 526-1233.
Well, this is the last issue of
the year for the Mountaineer
and thus it will be a few weeks
before we get together again.
Its been a great year for sports
at the Mountain Post as military
members have gotten a break
from the realities of the times
we live in and get in some
recreational activity.
As good as the year was 2009
may be a better year for sports
here as more of the post’s men and
women who are bravely serving
overseas return.
It has been a pleasure to bring
a ray of sunshine to people this
year. Please have a safe and
happy holiday season and let’s all
return for a 2009 sports season
that should be great.

Sports
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Football Picks

Michael Bibbans
HHD 758th MP Bn.
1. Florida
9. Colts
2. Ohio State
10. Ravens
3. Cincinnati
11. Titans
4. Alabama
12. Buccaneers
5. USC
13. Falcons
6. Texas Tech
14. Eagles
7. LSU
15. Panthers
8. Houston
16. Bears

College Bowls

NFL, week 16

1. Florida vs. Oklahoma
2. Ohio State vs. Texas
3. Cincinnati vs. Virginia Tech
4. Utah vs. Alabama
5. Penn State vs. USC
6. Mississippi vs. Texas Tech
7. LSU vs. Georgia Tech
8. Houston vs. Air Force

9. Colts vs. Jaguars
10. Ravens vs. Cowboys
11. Steelers vs. Titans
12. Chargers vs. Buccaneers
13. Falcons vs. Vikings
14. Eagles vs. Redskins
15. Panthers vs. Giants
16. Packers vs. Bears

Dayne Dodson
Co. D 2/12 Inf. Reg.
1. Oklahoma
9. Colts
2. Ohio State
10. Cowboys
3. Virginia Tech 11. Titans
4. Alabama
12. Buccaneers
5. USC
13. Falcons
6. Texas Tech
14. Eagles
7. LSU
15. Giants
8. Houston
16. Packers

Jose Lopez
59th MP Company
1. Florida
9. Colts
2. Ohio State
10. Ravens
3. Virginia Tech 11. Steelers
4. Alabama
12. Buccaneers
5. USC
13. Falcons
6. Texas Tech
14. Eagles
7. LSU
15. Giants
8. Air Force
16. Bears

Mark McCollum
1st BCT, 4th ID
1. Florida
9. Colts
2. Texas
10. Cowboys
3. Virginia Tech 11. Titans
4. Alabama
12. Buccaneers
5. USC
13. Falcons
6. Texas Tech
14. Redskins
7. Georgia Tech 15. Panthers
8. Air Force
16. Packers

     
My master’s degree
opened new opportunities.
AMU was the smartest decision I made
when transitioning to a career providing
homeland security training to law
HQIRUFHPHQWLQWKH+RXVWRQ)%,RIÀFH
Capt. Michael L.

Graduate, Homeland Security Program

73 Degree programs to help you advance your career, including:
•Intelligence Studies

•National Security Studies

• Homeland Security

•Emergency & Disaster Management

TRIVIA CONTEST
WIN A $50 VISA
GIFT CARD!*
It’s simple!
Look through
the classiﬁeds
section for the
hidden Colorado
Trivia Question
and email your
answer and your
contact info to classiﬁeds@csmng.com.
Guess the correct answers
each week for a month and
be entered in the monthly
drawing to win. One prize
will be given out monthly.
Contest runs October, November & December 2008!

Push your mind. Advance your career.
iHint: Employment
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE

Rich McMullen
719.360.6979 or rmcmullen@apus.edu

American Military University | www.amuonline.com/military

*Must be 18 years or older to win.
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Mountaineer Bask e tball Spor ts
Offense
A member of a Fort Carson
4-on-4 intramural team
drives to the basket as
defenders attempt to
prevent him from scoring
a layup during action
Tuesday at Garcia
Physical Fitness Center.

Jump
Shot
A member of a Fort
Carson intramural
4-on-4 basketball
team fires a
jump shot over a
defender during
action Tuesday at
Garcia Physical
Fitness Center.
Photos by Walt Johnson

America is at War...

...and a tradition continues.
Blue Star Service Banners are Back
Men and women in military
uniforms are on the
front lines of our war
on terrorism. In wars
past, a Blue Star
Banner in the window
of a home showed a
family’s pride in their
loved one serving in
the U.S. Armed
Forces and reminded
others that preserving
America’s freedom demands
much.
Every neighborhood has
someone serving in the cur-

rent war on terrorism. As we
steel ourselves for a
long and difficult war,
the sight of the Blue
Star Banner in homes
will remind us of the
personal sacrifices
being made to preserve our way of life.
From the more than 4
million men and
women of The American
Legion, the American Legion
Auxiliary, the Sons of The
American Legion...and all your
fellow Americans...we say,
“Thank you.”
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Happy
Holidays
From
®

Headquarted In Colorado Springs

Proud Sponsor of:

Member

www. noradsanta.org

Shoppers browse through the wares being
sold by Native American artists on the portico
of the Palace of the Governors near the Plaza.

Story and photos by
Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

anta Fe is on the list of
cities travelers want to
visit, according to travel
magazine surveys. In fact, more
than a million people visit New
Mexico’s Capitol City each year.
And why not? It’s the second
oldest city in the nation, has
old churches, adobe-style
architecture, many museums, a
plaza, holiday traditions and
charm. And it’s just one state
away, in north central New
Mexico, about a five-hour drive.
For people who might have
a few days’ leave during the
holidays, or just a long weekend,
Santa Fe is a great place to visit.

The Santa Fe are had been
occupied for perhaps 20,000
years before Spanish Explorer
Coronado made his 1540s
visit to the area.
Even before pilgrims
landed at Plymouth Rock,
Spanish Gov. Don Pedro De
Peralt established Santa Fe,
about 1607-1610.
Early Spanish settlers
established forts and missions,
in fact, the oldest church on
American soil is in Santa Fe.
The oldest house in the nation
is near that church.
Santa Fe isn’t a large city —
it has a population of about
70,000 people. There are no
tall buildings — few of the
See Santa Fe on page 34

Southwestern style fireplaces and decor adds to the Santa Fe ambience in
hotels, many restaurants and shops.

Santa Fe is a city of art. In addition to having several art
museums, there is a lot of street art.

The San
Miguel
Mission in
Santa Fe is
the oldest
church in
the United
States. It
was built
in 1598.

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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which is being done in stages so
parts of the Plaza can be used.
buildings are more than a few
An obelisk in the Plaza’s center
stories high. Almost every building honors Civil War soldiers.
and residence is made of adobe —
Across the street from the Palace
mostly in shades of brown.
of the Governors is the oldest public
Shopping malls, fast food
building in the U.S. It was built in
chains and grocery stores are also
16l0 when Spanish governors ruled
in adobe-style architecture, as is
from the palace as did territorial
the New Mexico Capitol building.
governors after New Mexico
Because of Santa Fe’s architecbecame part of the U.S. in 1846.
ture, Santa Fe seems to be in another
The palace is now a museum,
time, maybe even another country.
with artifacts from throughout
Although Santa Fe is not a big
Santa Fe’s history.
city, it is filled with art, galleries
At the south-side portal of the
and artists’ workshops. It has more Palace of the Governors, Native
museums than other towns its size. Americans sell their wares.
Santa Fe is a particularly
Handcrafted jewelry and other
beautiful city during the holidays
artwork are displayed while the
as traditional holiday lights, called
artisans wait patiently behind their
“farolitos,” light up the city.
displays, spread out on rugs or
Sometimes known as luminaries,
cloth. The Native Americans are on
farolitos are brown paper bags
the job daily, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. It’s
half-filled with sand. A candle is
a great place to shop for turquoise
set in the sand, and when lighted,
and silver jewelry, bookmarks,
the farolitos cast a warm yellow
trinkets, small dolls and other
glow. In Santa Fe, the farolitos are
handcrafted treasures.
lined up along rooflines or along
The Museum of Fine Arts is near
walking paths. Strings of colored
the plaza. The Georgia O’Keeffe
lights are in the minority.
Museum is at 217 Johnson, about
The heart of the city is the centhree blocks from the Plaza. It
turies-old Plaza, a park-like square.
is the only museum in the world
It’s filled with walking paths, park
devoted to O’Keeffe’s art.
benches and statuary, and is usually
A few blocks from downtown
a gathering place for citizens, visiis Museum Hill, which has the
tors and events. Food vendors and
Museum of Spanish Colonial Art,
artists sell their wares from carts. The the Museum of Indian Arts and
Plaza is currently under renovation, Culture and the Museum of
International Folk Art,
which contains 10,000
pieces of folk art from
• TRAVEL TIME — about five hours
around the world.
The Wheelwright
• FOR AGES — anyone
Museum of the American
Indian, housed in a building
• TYPE — historic city
resembling a Navajo
FUN FACTOR ★★★★★
hogan, is nearby.
(Out of 5 stars)
Near Museum Hill is
a tribute to the Santa Fe
• WALLET DAMAGE — YOUR CHOICE
Trail and the pioneers who
used the trail.
$ = Less than $20
A few blocks away is the
$$ = $21 t o $40
Children’s Museum and next
$$$ = $41 t o $60
door, the Bataan Memorial
$$$$ = $61 t o $80
Military Museum is at 1050
Old Pecos Trail.
(BASED ON A FAMILY OF FOUR)
Streets are narrow in
Santa Fe from page 33

Just the Facts

Traditional farolitos decorate hotels, businesses, houses and walking paths in Santa Fe
during the holiday season.

The La Plazuela Restaurant is in the historic La Fonda Inn, across the street from
the Plaza. The inn was built in 1922 at the same site where other inns have been for
hundreds of years.

downtown Santa Fe and parking
is rather limited. There are public
parking lots and parking meters
downtown.
Although historic adobe hotels
downtown are priced in the luxury
range, they are convenient to downtown. Budget priced motels and
chain motels are on Cerrillos Road,
which has chain motels such as
Motel Six, Comfort Inn, Holiday
Inn Express and Red Roof Inn.
Cerrillos Road has easy access to
the historic downtown area. The
Santa Fe Opera, an open air theater,
draws opera fans from the world
over during its summer season.
Summer is the prime season for
tourists in Santa Fe, but the city does
enjoy 300 days of sunshine, so fall
and winter vacations are possible.
Santa Fe is in the shadow of the
Sangre de Cristo mountain range, is
at 7,000 feet altitude and gets about
18 inches of snow annually.
Ski Santa Fe, is a few miles
from Santa Fe; go online at
www.skisantafe.com.
Historic Fort Union is off
Highway 161, between Wagon
Mound and Las Vegas, N.M.
Bandelier National
Monument, which has cliff
dwellings, petroglyphs and pueblo
ruins, is about an hour’s drive from

Loretta Chapel in Santa Fe has the “miraculous” stairway, with two 360-degree
turns, no nails and no visible support.

Santa Fe. Free travel brochures and
maps are at the New Mexico travel
information office in Raton, N.M.,
just a few blocks from the
McDonald’s fast food outlet.
The Santa Fe Visitor and
Convention Bureau is online
at www.santafe.org or call
505-955-6200.
To reach Santa Fe, take I-25
south for about 330 miles. Take
the Cerrillos Road exit 278B, to
reach the budget motels.

Bandelier National Monument, which has remnants of ancient cliff houses, above,
petroglyphs and pueblo ruins. It’s about an hour’s drive from Santa Fe.

Get Out
Visit Santa
Santa is in the pioneer cabin in Bancroft Park
in Old Colorado City, Saturdays and Sundays
until Christmas. Parking is free Saturdays and
Sundays in Old Colorado City.

Santa’s Workshop at North Pole
The Christmas-themed family amusement park
near Cascade off Highway 24 West is open through
Christmas Eve. Admission is $11 for Soldiers and
Family members with identification cards. Take the
Pikes Peak Highway to Santa’s Workshop at North
Pole. It’s closed Wednesday and Thursday. Hours
are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Call 684-9432 or go online at
www.santas-colo.com for information.

“Snow Biz”
Buell’s Children’s Museum, 210 N. Santa Fe in
downtown Pueblo, presents “Snow Biz,” a holiday
tradition for the whole family. Children can dance
around the bear tree, make crafts, snowflakes and
gifts. The museum is open 11 a.m.-4 p.m TuesdaysSaturdays and is $4 for adults and $3 for children.

Holiday Skate party
Free Family skate night, 4-9 p.m. Saturday, is at
the Special Events Center. There’ll be a disk jockey,
disco lights, games, prizes, giveaways, treats
and more. Bring skates if you have them. Call
526-1867 for information.
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Admission is $7.25 for adults and $4.25 for
children. Buy a combination ticket, which includes
the Skyride, for $3 more. Soldiers and their Families
are admitted for $4.25 each (without the Skyride).
Take Lake Avenue from Highway 115 to the
Broadmoor Hotel, then take a right and drive around
the hotel, following signs to the zoo. The address
is 4250 Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Road.

Cripple Creek theater
“Miracle on Bennett Avenue” is in the Butte
Opera House, 139 E. Bennett Ave. in Cripple
Creek. The show runs through Dec. 31. Showtimes
are 7 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays and 1 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays. Tickets are $11.75 for
adults and $7.75 for children. Call 719-235-8944
or go to www.butteoperahouse.com.

“A Christmas Carol”
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center has “A Christmas
Carol” in the theater until Sunday. Tickets are
$31-$35; call 634-5583.

35

Mining museum
Ages 6 and up who participate in “Cookie Mining!”
at the Western Museum of Mining and Industry will
learn about team building, mine ownership and race
other teams to mine chocolate chips from cookies.
This activity is at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m., Dec. 27 and
included with paid admission. Reservations are
recommended; call 488-0880. The Mining Museum
is at 225 North Gate Road, at exit 156A of Interstate 25.

Christmas music
The Colorado Springs Philharmonic plays Christmas
Classics and Carols at the Pikes Peak Center Sunday
at 2 p.m. Tickets start at $10; call 520-9090.

Panning for Gold
Visitors of all ages get to keep what they find when
panning for gold Jan. 3, 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Regular
admission applies, no reservations are necessary.
The Western Museum of Mining and Industry is at
225 North Gate Road, off Interstate 25 at exit 156A.

Seven Falls lighting

Castle in lights
Miramont Castle in Manitou Springs is decorated
in Victorian holiday decor inside and outside. The
castle is open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays.
Soldiers get in free, admission for other adults is
$6; children ages 6-15 are charged $2. The castle
is at 9 Capitol Hill Ave.; call 685-1011.

Zoo in lights

Christmas Eve party

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo has thousands of lights for
the holidays. Walk through the zoo, visit animals,
Santa Claus and his reindeer, stop at the warming
station or ride the Skyride for a great view.

Grant Library hosts a free Christmas Eve Party, 11
a.m.-7 p.m. The party includes lunch, refreshments,
holiday fun and music. There’s holiday story time
at 1 p.m., presents, prizes and giveaways.

Seven Falls and the canyon are lighted for the
holidays, for a $4 donation per person through
Dec. 30. The hours are 5-9:30 p.m. Donations
go to Christmas Unlimited. Seven Falls is closed
Christmas Eve.

New Year’s Eve concert
The Colorado Springs Philharmonic presents a New
Year’s Eve concert featuring selections from Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s “Cats” and “Phantom of the Opera,”
as well as Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue.” The
concert is in the Pikes Peak Center in downtown
Colorado Springs. For tickets, call 520-SHOW.
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