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Drive ends tomorrow -- Donate today!

AFSPC Command
Chief visits Schriever
Air Force Space
Command’s Command
Chief Master Sgt. Ron
Kriete will speak with senior NCOs today from 2:30
to 3:30 p.m. and with
NCOs and junior enlisted
Friday from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m. in the Building 300
Auditorium.
The enlisted calls will
be part of Chief Kriete’s
two-day visit to the 50th
Space Wing to learn more
about the wing’s units and
mission.

Parent Advisory
Board to meet Tues.
The Parent Advisory
Board will meet at the
Schriever Child
Development Center
Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
The goal of the PAB is
to encourage parent participation through special
activities within the CDC.
For more information,
contact the CDC at 5674742.

PSD transformation
make-up session
Airmen who did not
attend earlier briefings on
Personnel Services
Delivery must attend a
make-up session scheduled
for March 30 from 8 to
9:30 a.m. in the Building
300 Auditorium here.
Personnel Services
Delivery is a new way of
business for the Air Force
that will empower all individuals to better manage
their careers in regards to
personnel issues.
Personnel Service
process redesigns will
reduce unnecessary steps
and eliminate approvals,
Many capabilities will shift
to Airmen through online
and contact center options.
For more information,
contact Master Sgt.
Timothy Kelley, 50th
Mission Support Squadron,
at 567-2006.

Weekend
Outlook

photo by Kim Kruis-Johnson

Look out, here I come!
Airman 1st Class Graham Erwin, 2nd Space Operations Squadron, high crawls through part of an obstacle course near Schriever’s deployed
location March 15. Airmen deployed in the Wing Expeditionary Readiness Inspection received training on individual tactical maneuvers, rifle
fighting, challenging and other lessons designed to make them an integral part of force protection in deployed locations.

Maj. Gen. Jimmey Morrell Dining Out
to feature 2005, 2006 award winners
Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
The 50th Operations Group’s
Maj. Gen. Jimmey Morrell Dining
Out scheduled for March 31 at the
Antlers Hilton in Colorado Springs
will recognize winners of the 2005
and 2006 General Morrell awards
and pay tribute to the retired general and former 2nd Space Wing
commander.
The goals of the dining out are
to officially inaugurate the General
Morrell award as a preeminent
award for outstanding performance in the 50th OG and to recognize individuals who most closely
represent the traits General
Morrell himself displayed, said
Col. Kevin McLaughlin, 50th OG
Commander.
The dining out, originally
scheduled for Sept. 17, was postponed until March 31 when
General Morrell fell ill. The retired
general died Feb. 8.
“I was more anxious about
(General Morrell) coming and

looking at 50th OG than I was
about any visitor who’s ever
come,” the colonel said. “He was
always assessing and putting a critical eye on areas that are very
important to the space business.
Now that he’s not coming, I realize
how much I was looking forward
to having him come and see not
only 50th OG but the 50th SW as
well.”
General Morrell’s widow,
Margie Morrell, will attend the
dining out, as will their children,
Ryan, Kyle and Kelly.
“I’m excited about being able to
host Margie and the kids,” Colonel
McLaughlin said. “Even though
most people will associate the
wing and its early life with
General Morrell himself, he
always emphasized how important
his family was to his success in the
Air Force and in life. For that reason, Margie and the kids each contributed to our wing and its mission.”
The General Morrell award is
unique because it recognizes lead-
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ership traits and accomplishments
that apply to the 50th OG’s mission, the colonel said. General
Morrell’s drive for excellence
inspired the award that was named
after him.
“A lot of awards are named
after someone, but winners are
generically defined as outstanding
performers,” he said. “The Morrell
award is different in that we are
selecting individuals who demonstrate the same qualities General
Morrell demonstrated as an officer.”
Capt. Mark Tozer, formerly
assigned to the 3rd Space
Operations Squadron, and Senior
Master Sgt. Randy LaCombe, 50th
OG
Standardizations
and
Evaluations Division Superintendent, were named 2005 winners of
the Morrell award and will be recognized at the dining out. The
2006 winners, whose names have
not yet been released, will be
named at the ceremony.
Lt. Col. Lee-Volker Cox, 50th
OG Deputy Commander, said rec-
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ognizing outstanding performers is
part of being in the Air Force family.
“It’s just like you’d be proud of
a brother or sister who did very
well,” Colonel Cox said. “I enjoy
seeing people who’ve succeeded
and recognizing those people.
“Our award winners are the
types of leaders who will help
shape the future of space and the
Air Force,” he added. “They
embody the values of General
Morrell, and I’m confident they’ll
have a huge impact on how we do
space operations.”
Anyone who wishes to attend
the dining out should contact Capt.
Cynthia Gunderson, 50th OG
Executive Officer, at 567-3002 as
soon as possible to purchase tickets.
Dress for the event is mess
dress or modified mess dress for
servicemembers and semi-formal
for civil servants and contractors.
The social hour will begin at
6 p.m., with dinner beginning at
7 p.m.
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Letter to Airmen:

How do you
drink responsibly?

2nd Lt.
Stephen Reichel
50th Contracting
Squadron

“Don’t mix different
intensities of alcohol;
it can be really hard
on your stomach.”

Tech. Sgt.
Anthony Bennett
50th Security Forces
Squadron

“When I go out, I have
a designated driver.”

Staff Sgt. Craig
Castleman

CSAF says ‘thank you’ for efforts
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
Gen. Michael Moseley
Air Force Chief of Staff
To the Airmen of the United States Air Force:
March 20 marked the third anniversary of Operation
Iraqi Freedom and the removal of an oppressive, dangerous
regime. This was the culmination of an intense joint and
coalition effort on land, sea and air.
I want to take this moment to say thanks for all your
sacrifices ... and to let you know that you are doing awesome work. In OIF, within the Joint Force, our Total
Force—active, guard and Reserve Airmen—grounded the
Iraqi air force, destroyed the combat effectiveness of the
Iraqi ground forces, blinded the Hussein leadership and
paved the way for a series of ground battles that saw
Baghdad fall in 22 days.
Your innovation and flexibility made the difference,
whether it was Airmen decisively striking Republican
Guard formations; in orbits over every Iraqi airfield;
embedded with ground forces; launching and orbiting
satellites high overhead; controlling armed unmanned aerial vehicles; or airlifting critical supplies and troops. And
today, you continue to provide air support to the combatant
commanders around the world while also flawlessly performing non-traditional missions like base defense and
convoy operations.
Your contributions to the spread of freedom and democracy did not begin three years ago.
The Air Force has been at war continuously for more
than 15 years—since the opening rounds of Operation
Desert Storm and through 12 years of no-fly zone operations. And although Iraq is receiving the majority of attention, Operations Enduring Freedom and Noble Eagle

remain critical to winning this long war.
The Global War on Terrorism has now lasted 10 months
longer than our nation fought in World War II. This is a
joint fight across the world—where we have a vital role.
Meanwhile, things have been fairly quiet on the home
front, and that’s good. That means we are doing our job
well. You are protecting America by monitoring intelligence, sitting alert and flying patrols over our cities. By
protecting our homeland and fighting the enemy on his
turf, you are keeping your family, friends and the American
public safe.
Our mission is to fly and fight and win our nation’s
wars—and you’re doing just that. You are making a difference. I am proud of you. America is proud of you.
You are helping to rebuild countries and protect fledgling democracies in Iraq and Afghanistan while keeping
America out of harm’s way. Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
the Pakistani earthquake, Philippine landslides and, most
recently, floods in Hawaii, brought out your best. As well,
you pitched in side by side with allies and joint partners,
providing humanitarian relief across the globe and in your
own backyard.
You are the most combat-experienced, battle-hardened
Airmen since WWII. You are successfully doing whatever
is asked of you across the domains of air, space and cyberspace—you are always there.
Thanks for all that you’re doing—it matters. Your tireless efforts keep this the best Air Force the world has ever
seen, ready to lead or support the joint fight anywhere,
anytime.
You are making it happen in Iraq, Afghanistan, in the
skies over America and anywhere our nation needs us.
Keep it up, and keep ‘em flying!

1st SOPS member involved in launch

50th Contracting
Squadron

“I drink at home.”

1st Lt. Matthew Hane
1st Space Operations Squadron

Staff Sgt.
Will Highsmith
17th Test Squadron
Det. 1

“I always have a plan
and a designated
driver.”

Capt. Chuck Hancox
50th Space Wing

“Have a plan that has
a designated driver
and if you drink, don’t
drive.”
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Although the Cold War with the
former Soviet Union ended in 1991,
the necessity for ensuring a capable,
reliant, and competent ICBM force in
the 21st century is as vital as ever.
Since our nuclear ICBM mission
provides our strategic “top cover” for
our national defense, it’s imperative to
demonstrate and witness from time to
time the effectiveness and strength of
our nuclear deterrence.
On Feb. 16, at Vandenberg Air
Force Base, Calif., I had the “once in
a career” opportunity to do just that.
The 741st Missile Squadron from
Minot AFB, N.D., led by Lt. Col.
Thomas Summers, deployed one of
their own Minuteman III ICBMs to
Vandenberg AFB to test launch the
missile’s capability. This “test” was
not only an actual missile launch, but
also a test of our missile targeting.
The “target” was actually near the
Kwajellin Islands in the Pacific
Ocean 3,400 miles from the
California coast, west of Hawaii.
It is interesting to note that the

741st did not act alone in executing
and preparing for this launch.
The 576th Flight Test Squadron of
Vandenberg AFB known as “Top
Hand,” assisted in prepping for the
test launch.
In fact, the 576th FTS is very
active throughout the year assisting
the other missile squadrons throughout Air Force Space Command. On
average, they launch four to five
ICBMs per year.
Needless to say, much preparation
and coordination goes into launching
an ICBM. At $50 million cost per
launch, there is no room for error.
Also, I had the opportunity to tour
the key missile facilities on the day
prior to launch.
The first facility included the
Launch Facility to get a firsthand
glimpse of the missile maintenance
mission underground, inside a missile
silo–where the ICBM is housed. Next,
we toured a Missile Alert Facility and
Launch Control Center.
This high fidelity LCC at Vandenberg AFB is the facility where the
Combat Crew operates the Rapid
Execution and Targeting console and
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actually “turns the key” to launch the
ICBM. The Combat Crew is made up
of two Company Grade Officers “missileers.”
Another key player in prepping for
a launch (including satellite launches)
is the 2nd Range Operations
Squadron. I had the privilege to tour
the Range facility to learn firsthand
what types of coordination must be
done with various on and off base
agencies.
Like a missileer or space operator,
strict adherence to established operational checklists must be followed to
ensure the utmost safety during a
launch.
Thanks to the hard-working efforts
and professional teamwork between
the 741st, 576th and 2nd ROPS, the
Minuteman III launch went off without incident.
Once again, we demonstrated the
United States Air Force’s air and space
superiority. With the threat of global
instability and the increasing nuclear
threat from rogue states, our ICBM
force will continue to play a vital role
in our national defense well into the
21st century.

Commander’s Hotline
E- MAIL : C OMM G RAM HL@S CHRIEVER . AF . MIL
Schriever’s Commander’s
Hotline is brought to the base by
Col. John Hyten, 50th Space Wing
commander.
It provides a communication tool
for people to obtain information and
assistance in making Schriever a better place to work.
Colonel Hyten asks that, before
you e-mail the Commander’s
Hotline, please try to resolve your
problem through the responsible
agencies listed here.

AFOSI.................................567-5049
Chaplain..............................567-3705
Child Development Center..567-4742
Clinic...................................567-4455
Civilian Personnel...............567-5799
Contracting..........................567-3800
Finance................................567-2009
Fitness Center......................567-6628
Inspector General................567-3764
Law Enforcement Desk.......567-5642
Military Personnel...............567-5900
Public Affairs......................567-5040
Safety...................................567-4236
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AFSPC Vice Commander provides space posture testimony to HASC
Editor’s note: Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz, vice commander of
Air Force Space Command, provided testimony March 16
to the House Armed Services Committee Strategic Forces
Subcommittee on Space Posture. The following is his oral
statement to the subcommittee.
By Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz
AFSPC Vice Commander
WASHINGTON, D.C.—I’m proud to represent the
nearly 40,000 men and women of Air Force Space
Command, stationed around the world, standing watch 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.
At this moment, this fully-integrated team of Active
Duty, Reserve, Guard, government civilians and contractors
are delivering space effects to joint warfighters, as well as
civil and commercial customers.
Our space professionals accomplish this by planning,
operating, maintaining, securing and supporting our
Nation’s Minuteman III Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
(ICBM) force; flying our communications, early warning,
weather, and precision, navigation and timing satellites;
monitoring the ground-based radars and other sensors that
provide early warning, and locate and track thousands of
objects in space; assembling and launching boosters and
maintaining the ranges for the launch of satellites; and,
developing and acquiring the next generation of space and
missile systems to help ensure America’s strategic, commercial, and scientific advantages in space well into the
future.
Along with our colleagues in the National
Reconnaissance Office and across the entire National
Security Space enterprise, the men and women of Air
Force Space Command represent the best and brightest of
our Nation’s sons and daughters, and we have every reason
to be proud of them and of their service to our country.
Air Force Space Command has witnessed several key
milestones and made significant progress since this subcommittee last met to discuss our Nation’s space posture.
Over the course of the past year, we deactivated the
Peacekeeper intercontinental ballistic missile while maintaining a safe and secure strategic deterrent; conducted our

Supporting the joint warfighter is at
the heart of everything we do in Air
Force Space Command...it is more
important than ever to maintain our
technological advantage.
— Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz
AFSPC Vice Commander

44th consecutive successful launch (which broke the previous launch record set in 1971); launched the first GPS IIRM satellite providing additional civil and military signals
and increased power; and, provided critical space capabilities to relief operations following Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita.
While we have made good progress, there is much left
to accomplish.
Towards this end, we are focused on four strategic priorities: Securing the Space Domain and Providing Space
Combat Effects to Joint Warfighters; Maintaining a Safe
and Secure Strategic Deterrent and Pursuing a New Triad
Capability for the U.S. and its Allies; Making Space
Acquisition the DoD Model for Acquisition Excellence;
and Providing World-Class Professional Development and
Quality of Life Opportunities for our People.
These priorities not only are the right direction for Air
Force Space Command, but they are also in line with the
priorities of Gen. James E. Cartwright, the commander of
United States Strategic Command.
In fact, supporting the joint warfighter is at the heart of
everything we do in Air Force Space Command.
The asymmetric advantage space provides is a critical
lifeline to those who are in harm’s way each and every day.
For that reason, it is more important than ever to maintain
our technological advantage.
Today, we operate the most capable Global Positioning
System (GPS) constellation in history. Additionally, our
meteorological, space warning, and military satellite com-

munications satellites are surpassing expectations—both in
terms of capabilities and service life.
They will not, however, last forever.
In a sense, we are approaching a crossroads in providing
space combat effects to the joint warfighter.
As the average age of our constellations reaches and
exceeds their design life we must maintain our commitment to next generation systems in communications; precision, navigation, and timing; missile warning and related
capabilities; weather; and, intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance. These are all essential to meeting the
demands that will be placed on warfighters in the future.
Let me shift gears for a moment to discuss another
important responsibility of Air Force Space
Command…the operation of our Nation’s Intercontinental
Ballistic Missile force.
The size and composition of our ICBM force continues
to evolve in response to the changing strategic environment.
Following the signing and ratification of the Moscow
Treaty, Air Force Space Command began the process of
deactivating the Nation’s 50 Peacekeeper missiles in
October 2002.
In September of last year, we removed the last
Peacekeeper missile from its launch facility, ending a
proud chapter in the history of our ICBM fleet.
Even though we’ve deactivated the Peacekeeper missile,
the ICBM continues to be an integral part of our Nation’s
strategic deterrent. In the words of the Air Force Chief of
Staff, Gen. T. Michael Moseley, our ICBMs are the “backstop” for all our military forces.
For this reason, Air Force Space Command is committed to ensuring the Minuteman III ICBM remains an effective and viable weapon system through the year 2020.
Thanks to the strong support of this subcommittee and
Congress, we have continued to make steady progress on
the Propulsion Replacement Program, the Guidance
Replacement Program, and the Propulsion System Rocket
Engine Service Life Extension Program (SLEP).

See HASC, Page 7
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AFSPC announces 2005 OAY nominees
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs
Two Schriever NCOs are among the nominees announced
for Air Force Space Command’s 2005 Outstanding Airman
of the Year program March 13.
“It’s an honor to lead this program and to recognize these
stars of our command,” said AFSPC Command Chief Master
Sgt. Ronald Kriete. “During OAY week, we will make it our
priority to showcase these star performers.”
Senior Master Sgt. Randy LaCombe, 50th Operations
Group Standardization and Evaluations Division
Superintendent, is a 14th Air Force nominee for OAY.
Sergeant LaCombe, a New York native, enlisted in the Air
Force in 1984 after graduating from high school as an active
member of Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps.
He served in varying capacities of the dental career field for
17 years before cross-training into satellite systems operations.
Tech. Sgt. Terry Porterfield, the 25th Space Control
Tactics Squadron Tactics Development Flight’s NCO in
Charge, is one representative nominated by the Space
Innovation and Development Center here. Sergeant
Porterfield enlisted in 1997 and served in Germany and New
Mexico before his current assignment. He has amassed several awards throughout his career and is an active member of
the Air Force Sergeants Association and Pine Valley
Adventure Club’s Parent Action Team.
The nominees will participate in a week packed with
events hosted by the command to include visits to local
attractions and bases. The week finishes with a banquet to
name the command’s candidates to compete for the Air
Force’s 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year.
“This year’s program theme is ‘Stars of the High
Frontier,’ and we’re excited about recognizing the command’s best and brightest,” said Senior Master Sgt. Rodney
Reyes, OAY Program chair.
Other nominees for Outstanding Airman of the Year are
below:

Space and Missle Center nominees
Airman 1st Class Amber Harwood is a 20-year old
Arkansas native. She currently serves as a client support
administrator at the 61st Air Base Group Command Section,
Los Angeles Air Force Base. Airman Harwood volunteers
her time working security for concerts and automobile races,
escorting distinguished visitors and supporting Habitat for
Humanity. She’s also working towards her Community
College of the Air Force degree and bachelor’s degree in
organizational leadership.
Staff Sgt. Nancy Connell enlisted in the Air Force in
1994 and currently serves as a bioenvironmental engineering craftsman for the 61st Medical Squadron, Los Angeles
AFB. Previous to her current assignment, Sergeant Connell

was based at Holloman AFB, N.M., and Patrick AFB, Fla.,
and has deployed once. She earned her CCAF degree in
bioenvironmental engineering technology in September
1998.
Senior Master Sgt. Roger Joyal is a squadron superintendent and a medical logistics specialist assigned to the
61st Medical Dental Squadron, Los Angeles AFB. Sergeant
Joyal’s career has included assignments in North Dakota,
New Hampshire, Alaska, Georgia and Oman. He has earned
two CCAF degrees and has a bachelor’s degree in human
resource management.
Master Sgt. Sharon Surita, First Sergeant for the 61st
Medical Squadron, Los Angeles AFB, began her career
twenty years ago as an aircraft armament specialist. She
cross-trained into the health services management field and
later served eight years in various recruiting services positions. She served in Korea, Florida and New Jersey before
seeking and attaining her current first sergeant position.

SIDC nominees
Senior Airman Daniel Larsen serves as an instructor for
the Instrumentation Laboratory Section, 576th Flight Test
Squadron, Vandenberg AFB, Calif. Airman Larsen enlisted
in 2002 and served in South Korea prior to his current
assignment. He is active in his local church as well as highway cleanup programs. He is currently working on his
CCAF degree in electronic systems technology.
Master Sgt. Robert Dodd currently serves as the
NCOIC of the Missile Maintenance Team Section, 576th
FLTS. Sergeant Dodd is a North Carolina native and enlisted in 1991. He has served in varying missile maintenance
positions in South Dakota and Montana. He is active with
the local Meals-On-Wheels and highway cleanup programs.

14th Air Force nominees
Staff Sgt. Justin Bright is an air transportation journeyman working in the deployment section at Buckley AFB,
Colo. He served in a similar capacity in Germany before
moving to Colorado. He volunteers with the honor guard
and has deployed twice from his current location.
Staff Sgt. Robert McDonald, a California native, serves
as a communications computer systems controller at the
Technical Control Facility, Peterson AFB. Sergeant
McDonald enlisted in the Air Force in 1995 and served at
Tinker AFB, Okla., and Germany before moving to the
Colorado area. Currently, Sergeant McDonald is working
towards his bachelor’s degree in computer science.
Senior Master Sgt. Bryan Rainey currently serves as
First Sergeant for the 21st Security Forces Squadron,
Peterson AFB. A security forces member by trade, Sergeant
Rainey has logged nearly 22 years of service. During this
time he has deployed twice, earned two CCAF degrees and
is working toward his bachelor’s degree.

20th Air Force nominees
Staff Sgt. Jennifer Yack is a security forces evaluator,
341st Security Forces Group, Malmstrom AFB, Mont. She
joined the Air Force after graduating from high school in
1999. She chose to serve in the law enforcement career
field. Sergeant Yack earned her CCAF degree and is currently working toward her bachelor’s degree in criminal justice.
Staff Sgt. Joseph Koester currently serves as the
NCOIC of the outbound assignments section at the 341st
Mission Support Group, Malmstrom AFB. He has served
eight years with the Air Force, including two deployments.
Senior Master Sgt. Michael Lemke is the Contracting
Superintendent for the 90th Contracting Squadron, F.E.
Warren AFB, Wyo. A Minnesota native, Sergeant Lemke
enlisted in 1987 as a security forces member. He served as a
military training instructor before cross-training into contracting.
Master Sgt. Michael Knipp is First Sergeant for the
791st Missile Security Forces Squadron, Minot AFB, N.D.
Sergeant Knipp holds his CCAF degree in mechanical and
electrical technology as well as his bachelor’s degree in
industrial technology. He’s also working towards his master’s degree.

Headquarters nominees
Senior Airman Karen Mounier is a command center
controller assigned to AFSPC’s Space Operations Squadron
at Peterson AFB. Airman Mounier is pursuing her CCAF
degree in information management systems and volunteers
with the Humane Society, the Peterson Family Support
Center and a local homeless shelter.
Tech. Sgt. Nichole Graham, a Minnesota native, currently serves as the Manager of Intelligence Training at
AFSPC. She enlisted in 1995 and was trained to be a target
intelligence analyst. She has applied this training at various
squadron, wing and headquarters positions. She is currently
pursuing her bachelor’s degree in business administration
and information technology.
Senior Master Sgt. Sherri Olson is the Superintendent
of Medical Operations and Medical Enlisted Issues assigned
to AFSPC. Sergeant Olson enlisted in 1985 and was trained
to be an aeromedical technician. She flew on search and rescue missions, conducted technical training instruction at the
School of Aerospace Medicine and provided advice to the
wing commander as a career assistance advisor prior to taking on her current position.
Tech. Sgt. Jennifer Thibault is an individual mobilization augmentee currently working at AFSPC Public Affairs.
Sergeant Thibault was trained as a satellite systems operator
upon her enlistment before cross training into public affairs.
She served on active duty for seven years before transitioning to the Reserves. She has earned her CCAF in public
affairs and her bachelor’s degree in communications.
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It’s the law —

To idle or not to idle?
Tech. Sgt. Kerry Jackson
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
If you’re in the habit of leaving your
car idling and unattended while warming
it up in the winter, or taking your children to day care, think twice.
It is against the law in Colorado, and
it is against the law on base.
Specifically, Colorado law states: No
person driving or in charge of a motor
vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended without first stopping the engine,
locking the ignition, removing the key
from the ignition and effectively setting
the brake.
On base, a driver who leaves his vehicle unattended and running risk having
points assessed against his on-base driving privileges.
Staff Sgt. Carl Noeller Jr., the 50th
Security Forces Squadron NCO in
Charge of physical security, said safety is
a major concern with an idling, unattended vehicle.
“The car could slip out of park into
gear and hit a pedestrian, and part of the
security forces’ job is to prevent this
from happening,” said Sergeant Noeller.
The issue arises primarily during the
winter when people need to warm up
their vehicles before driving, or to keep
the vehicle warm while they take care of
another matter, the sergeant said.
Sergeant Noeller added that a child is
not a substitute for a licensed motor
vehicle operator being present in the
vehicle.
“The child could accidentally disen-

gage the brake, increasing the chance of
a safety incident occurring,” he said
Vincent Morton, the Lead Operation
Clerk at the base child development center is also concerned.
“It’s really important for people to
secure their vehicles when they come
into the CDC,” he said. “Not only is it
against the law, but we have children and
parents coming and going at all times of
the day, and it would be an awful tragedy
if something were to happen because a
car was knocked out of gear while left
running.”
Car theft, although not a major concern here, is a concern off-base in the
surrounding community, said Sergeant
Noeller.
Car thieves thrive on people leaving
their cars running without someone
being present; it makes the process of
them stealing the vehicle much easier, he
said.
People normally make the mistake of
leaving their cars unattended and running when they are in an environment
where they feel comfortable, said
Sergeant Noeller. This would generally
include their driveway, a store or location
they frequent.
“The familiarity with these locations
allows people to let their guard down,
and when they do, car thieves take full
advantage,” he said.
“Defensive and safe driving isn’t limited to just behind the wheel,” said
Sergeant Noeller. “It means being a safe
vehicle operator both in and out of your
car.”

According to Colorado
law, no person driving
or in charge of a motor
vehicle shall permit it
to stand unattended
without first stopping
the engine, locking the
ignition and removing
the key.
photo by Staff Sgt. Olenda Pena-Perez

April is Child Abuse Month
Tech. Sgt. Kerry B. Jackson
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
The Peterson Air Force Base Family
Advocacy office is working to educate people on what child abuse is and how to identify it as part of Child Abuse Prevention
Month, which begins in April.
The theme for this year’s program is,
“Safe Children and Healthy Families are a
Shared Responsibility.”
“Our goal at the Peterson Air Force Base
Family Advocacy office is to continue
building awareness, providing education
and inspiring hope to everyone involved in
the effort to prevent the abuse and neglect
of our nation’s children,” said Tonya Porter,
the Family Advocacy Program Outreach
Manager at Peterson.
Mrs. Porter said the family advocacy
office is actively participating in Child
Abuse Prevention Month to continue
valuing children, strengthening families

and engaging communities.
“Our many base wide and local programs, prevention initiative and events help
spread the word in the community,” said
Ms. Porter. “It creates awareness that prevention is possible.
She said children need a nurturing home
environment, safe places to play, good medical care and stimulating schools to help
them grow to be safe and healthy adults.
Peterson Family Advocacy, with other
community sponsors, is scheduled to kick
off the 10th Annual Child Abuse Prevention
Rally, “The Positive Power of Prevention,”
March 31, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at The
Olympic Training Center located at 1750 E.
Boulder in Colorado Springs.
The Family Advocacy office will provide
various parenting classes throughout the
month of April as well as information
booths around the base.
For more information, call the Family
Advocacy office at 556-8943.
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Know your education benefits
Community College of the Air Force
- Two-year, federally chartered and regionally
accredited, degree granting institution.
- Improves NCOs’ technical, managerial and
related skills.
- Combines all your military and civilian credit
into a degree related to your Air Force Specialty.
To see your transcripts, visit the Air Force Portal
at www.my.af.mil/afvecprod. Click on Self Service
Tab; select CCAF Degree Progress Report; click on
degree program title and it will bring up the progress
report.

will allow. Therefore you lose 50 percent of your
first month’s benefit.

Tuition Assistance Program
- 100 percent paid not to exceed $4,500 per fiscal
year.
- TA cap is $250 per semester hour or $166.66
per quarter hour.
- You may use your MGIB benefit in conjunction
with TA while on active duty for courses that exceed
TA cap.
- You decide school, program and method of
instruction.

Montgomery GI Bill
Access information at www.gibill.va.gov.
Send questions to: www.gibill2.va.gov.
Call a Veterans Administration counselor at
(888) 442-4551.

Top Up program
Use of MGIB with the TA Program
- TA pays up to $250 per semester hour and
MGIB reimburses remaining amount
- Impact: one-month entitlement per $1034 reimbursed, based on percentages.
Example: Your school costs $502 more than TA

CSU classes
Colorado State University at
Pueblo offers on-line, noncredit,
certificate courses.
Courses are offered in project
management, graphic design,
webmaster, network security,
host security, medical transcription, administrative medical spe-

Commissioning Programs
Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps
Programs: Visit www.afoats.af.mil, hover on “Air
Force ROTC,” then click Enlisted Commission.
- Airman Education and Commissioning Program:
Remain on active duty while attending school full
time.
- Professional Officer’s Course-Early Release
Program: Released from active duty to complete
school.
- Officer Training School: Find information at
ots.afoats.af.mil.

cialist and many other courses in
a variety of areas.
Tuition Assistance is available
for many of these courses.
Spring classes have started,
but now is a good time to start
thinking about summer classes.
The summer schedules are out
and the Peterson Air Force Base
Education Office is accepting

registration for classes now.
CSU offers a business minor
with other degrees.
If you have any questions or
would like information about
classes or degree programs, stop
in or call John Hill at 574-3312.
For general information, visit
www.coned.colostatepueblo.
edu

photo by Alex Groves

GPS IIR: 50 cumulative years and counting
Lt. Col. Stephen Hamilton, 2nd Space Operations Squadron
Commander, presents Dr. Don DeGryse with a plaque comemmorating 50 years of cumulative on-orbit operations for Global
Positioning System Block IIR satellites. Dr. DeGryse is Vice
President of Navigation Systems for Lockheed-Martin Corporation,
Sunnyvale, Calif., which built the GPS-IIR satellites.
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Phishing scam targets TSP recipients
Participants in the Thrift Savings Plan, as well
as some non-participants, are targets of an e-mail
scam, said the director of external affairs for the
Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board,
which administers the TSP.
TSP administrators would never request personal or financial information via e-mail, Tom
Trabucco said.
“The bottom line is, no legitimate organization is going to ask you for personal information
to verify your account,” said Staff Sgt. Michael
Crandall, 50th Space Communications Squadron
Information Assurance office.
The investment board alerted TSP coordinators to the scam in a March 17 memo, the day
after the scam was discovered. The memo
described the scam as an unsolicited e-mail with
a link to a bogus Web site appearing to be the
thrift plan’s account-access site.
The bogus site asks for a recipient’s Social
Security number and TSP personal identification
number. Entering this information takes the user
to another screen where he is asked for financial
information, including a credit card number. This
information can be used to steal an individual’s
identity, Mr. Trabucco said.
Sergeant Crandall offered some tips on how
to avoid being taken in by e-mail scams.

The most obvious giveaway of an e-mail scam
is if you do not have an account with the bank the
e-mail is reportedly from, Sergeant Crandall
said.
He also advised people who receive these emails never click on links inside the e-mail.
Instead, open a Web browser and type in the
URL manually to surf to the site.
“That’s the only way you can be sure you’re
going to the right Web site,” he said.
The TSP’s Web site is www.tsp.gov; users can
access their TSP accounts by clicking on the
“Account Access” link in the center of the page.
As long as participants have not responded to
the scam e-mail, their accounts have not been
compromised, investment board officials said in
the memo.
Those who did respond should contact their
financial institutions immediately for guidance.
They should also call the TSP at (877) 9683778 and ask to have their account access
blocked.
Finally, anyone who receives an e-mail he
believes to be a scam to the Federal Trade
Commission at www.ftc.gov/spam, Sergeant
Crandall said.
(Information compiled from American Forces
Press Service and staff reports.)
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HASC, from Page 3
We also conducted three successful test launches of the Safety
Enhanced Re-entry Vehicle (SERV),
which will allow us to deploy the
warhead used on the deactivated
Peacekeeper ICBM on a portion of
the Minuteman III fleet.
While our space and missile systems continue to provide some of
the most cutting-edge capabilities,
they would be useless without
trained, equipped and motivated
space professionals.
Over the past 12 months we have
also undertaken several initiatives to
enhance the career development of
space professionals in the Air Force,
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, as well
as the NRO.
The National Security Space
Institute located in Colorado
Springs now has a two-star chancellor, a Reserve Associate Unit to
augment the staff, and multi-service
faculty with representatives from
NASA, the Defense Acquisition
University, and the NRO either on

board, or soon to be. The school
will offer courses to more than
2000 students this fiscal year, with
Space 200 and 300 as its foundation
programs.
At the same time, the Space
Education Consortium, led by the
University of Colorado at Colorado
Springs and comprised of ten participating universities and institutes
both in the United States and overseas, will serve as our primary
source for civilian space-related
education programs.
Finally, in November, we pinned
on the first new space badges,
which are a powerful symbol of
how we are forging the Air Force
Space Command of the future.
With your continued strong support in these and other endeavors, I
know we can meet the challenges
currently confronting the space
enterprise, and continue to delivering the space combat effects that
are vital to the joint warfighter and
to the Nation.
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Volunteers sought to ‘do their part’
Staff Sgt. Olenda Peña-Perez
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Volunteers from Schriever are needed for
several events coming up.
“Volunteering allows us to give back to
our community,” said Master Sgt. Michael
Primo, 50th Mission Support Squadron First
Sergeant. “We take advantage of the great
events that are offered here at Schriever,
Peterson Air Force Base and in the local
community, so we need to do our part.”
Volunteering is a way to take ownership
of the community, he said.
“It takes a lot of manpower to make these
events a success, and we don’t have the
funds to hire workers to put these events
together,” Sergeant Primo said. “It’s important to volunteer to make sure these events
are available for our people at little or no
cost.”
• Approximately 150 security volunteers
are needed for the 22nd Annual National
Space Symposium April 3 to 6 at the
Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs.
The symposium is the premier U.S. policy and program forum, a “must-do” opportunity for information and interaction on all
sectors of space including commercial, civil
and national security, said Tech. Sgt.
Bradley Gravos, 50th Operations Support
Squadron.
“This event is the largest of its kind for
the space community,” Sergeant Gravos
said.
The conference is attended by industry
leaders, military and government officials
and general space enthusiasts.
It is also covered locally and nationally

by broadcast, print and industry trade media.
More than 6,500 people are expected to
attend this year’s event.
For more information or to volunteer, call
Staff Sgt. David Carr, 50th OSS, at 5672042.
• The fourth-annual Spring Fling is April
8 at the Main Fitness Center here. Volunteers
are needed to set-up, help with games, hand
out prizes and tear-down.
“They are really short for the tear-down
detail,” said Sergeant Primo. “If people can
help with the clean-up, we’d really appreciate it.”
For more information or to volunteer for
the Spring Fling, volunteers can sign up at
the Outdoor Recreation office in Building
300, Room 133 or call 567-6050.
• Volunteers are needed for Earth Day
activities at Garden of the Gods April 22.
Volunteers can help clean up the park, help
plant trees at the Rock Ledge Ranch as part
of an Earth Day and Arbor Day initiative or
work on building check dams and forming
bucket brigades to move rocks and dirt from
piles along the trail to check dams in the gullies.
The Rocky Mountain Field Institute is
conducting a Restoration Project in the park
in Springs Canyon.
For more information or to volunteer, call
Staff Sgt. Beau Blevins, 50th Space
Communications Squadron, at 567-5161.
• The Base Honor Guard is looking for a
sharp individual who would like to be a part
of their team by the end of April.
This commitment is one week a month
for a year and is open to all ranks, including
officers.

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Volunteers with bunny ears manned art tables and game booths at Spring Fling 2005. The
50th Services Division needs volunteers for this year's Spring Fling event, which will be
held April 8 at the Main Fitness Center. The Spring Fling is for children of all ages.
“This is a great volunteer opportunity but
on the same note, I am required to provide at
least one body from the 50th Mission
Support Squadron, 50th Comptroller
Squadron or the 50th Space Wing staff,” said
Sergeant Primo. “If you’re an Airman looking for something to set you apart from your
peers when it comes to competing for Below
the Zone (promotion), this is one that will

definitely put you head and shoulders above
the rest.”
For everyone else, Sergeant Primo said
this is still a good opportunity for Airmen’s
careers and for enlisted performance
reports, officer performance reports, decorations and awards.
For more information or to volunteer, call
567-3723.
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Celebrating Women’s
History Month
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courtesy photos

June 23, 1953, A/2C Frances Courtney furnishes the bugle calls of taps and
reveille for the 3452nd Student Squadron at Francis E. Warren Air Force Base
Wyo. It is believed that A/2C Courtney is the only WAF Bugler in the Air Force.
Betty Gillies was the first woman pilot to be “flight checked” and accepted by the
Women’s Auxiliary Ferring Squadron. Mrs. Gillies, 33 years of age, started flying in 1928
and received her commercial license in 1930. She logged in excess of 1400 hours flying time and was qualified to fly single and multi-engined aircraft. Mrs. Gillies was a
member of the Aviation Country Club of Hicksville L.I., and was a charter member of
‘99, an international club of women flyers formed by Amelia Earhardt in 1929.
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A new WERI for a new year:

Airmen’s dedication, sense of urgency key to success in new exercise format
Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Winds pummeled the camp where 100
Schriever Airmen had deployed, sweeping finegrained sand into tents, C bags and M-16A2
rifles.
The Airmen persevered, learning how to protect themselves and their camp. They knew they
would soon have to put this training to use.
Was this Afghanistan or Iraq? Neither—it
was a “deployed location” south of Schriever’s
restricted area. The training was one of many
new aspects of a Wing Expeditionary Readiness
Exercise held March 14 to 16.
Motivation and a sense of urgency were key
factors in the WERI success, said Lt. Col.
Stephen Mitchell, 50th Space Wing Inspector
General.
“I saw a lot of good things happening,”
Colonel Mitchell said. “People really stepped
up into the new things we’re incorporating into
(the WERI).”
One new addition is Expeditionary Combat
Skills Training, which trains Airmen how to
actively participate in force protection. 50th
Security Forces Squadron NCOs gave lessons
on integrated base defense, challenging, M-16
familiarization, rifle fighting and individual
tactical maneuvers.
“Everyone seemed to like (the training),”
said Master Sgt. Karl Heidelberg, 50th SW IG
office.
Camp Commander Maj. Paul Scholl shared
his feedback and that of people he worked with
during the exercise.
“This is more training—and better training—than people in the exercise had experienced,” said Major Scholl, who is also 50th
SFS Commander. “People who had deployed
and were in this exercise told me they wish
they’d had this training because it’s exactly

what they did out in the field. There were people out there on their fourth and fifth exercises
who were very happy with what they got.”
Another significant new feature was an air
operations center, which allowed space systems
operators to experience what their jobs would
be in a deployed environment, Sergeant
Heidelberg said.
The AOC also gave operators a realistic ballistic missile picture during the evaluation
phase of the exercise, said Master Sgt. Jeffery
Campbell, 50th SW IG office.
The deployed Airmen took to the new WERI
format with enthusiasm. Although inspectors
said they feel tactics and awareness can always
improve, they were nonetheless impressed with
the Airmen’s performance, Sergeant Heidelberg
said.
“It’s good to see people embracing the exercise,” Colonel Mitchell said. “The reason we
conduct these is to make sure they come home

safe if they’re ever deployed.”
The Airmen’s performance greatly impressed
Major Scholl as well.
“The motivation, hustle and dedication of all
the people out there was fantastic,” he said.
“Chief Kuck asked me whom he should coin ...
I pointed at the list of chalks and told him the
list was right there.”
The major praised every organization present at the exercise, including personnel support
for contingency operations, counter-chemical,
biological, radiological, nuclear and high-yield
explosive teams, security forces and the fire
department.
He also praised two command post controllers, Senior Airmen Douglas Clark and
Adrienne Gallegos.
“The level of dedication out there is a level
we don’t see enough. When it is shown, it
becomes the benchmark for what the exercise
should be,” he said.

photo by Alex Groves

Right: Capt. Lee Davis, 50th Space Wing Plans
and Programs office, helps construct a tent at
the WERI site March 14.

Airmen 1st Class Tim Damar and Richard Togia and 2nd Lt. Adam Daw check for contamination near Tent 1 after a simulated chemical weapon attack March 16. PAR teams scout for unexploded ordnance and signs of contamination after an attack has ceased. The Airmen are members of the 50th Space Communications Squadron and were members of a Post-Attack Reconnaissance team during the Wing Expeditionary Readiness Exercise March 14 to 16.
photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Right: Tech. Sgt. Bill Seguin, left, instructs 1st Lt. William Sanders, 1st
Space Operations Squadron, on how to properly challenge an individual—in this case, Master Sgt. Gary Hawk, 50th Operations Support
Squadron. Sergeant Seguin is 50th SFS Delta Flight Chief.

photo by Kim Kruis-Johnson

Camp Commander Maj. Paul Scholl observes as Airman 1st Class Natalie Pharr, 50th Civil Engineer Squadron,
clears her M-16A2 rifle at the end of the WERI March 16. Major Scholl is also 50th Security Forces Squadron
Commander. More than 100 Airmen participated in the exercise.

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

14

MARCH 23, 2006

SATELLITE FLYER

www.schriever.af.mil

FYI
Helpdesk can reset PINs

* Menu subject to change
without notice based on
availability.

Friday

Roast Turkey, Beef and Corn Pie, Fried Fish

Saturday

Savory Baked Chicken, Spaghetti

Sunday

Veal Parmesan, Hamburger Parmesan

Monday

Meat Loaf, Baked Fish, Chicken Cordon Bleu

Tuesday

Teriyaki Chicken, Salmon Cakes, Veal Parmesan

Wednesday

Baked Turkey and Noodles, Beef Ball Stroganoff, Baked Ham

Thursday

Fried Chicken, Grilled Pork Chops, Southern Fried Catfish

Other Eats & Treats:
High Plains Café
Outdoor Recreation Office
AAFES Shopette

Trina’s Diner
Falcon’s Nest
Blimpie

Schriever local area network users
who need their Common Access Card
PINs reset can have this done at the
LAN Helpdesk here in Building 301,
Room 211.
Customers whose e-mail address has
changed or who cannot reset their PINs
at the LAN Helpdesk must visit the military personnel flight’s customer service
desk in the DeKok Building here to
update their information.
For more information, contact MPF
customer service at 567-5900.

Six Flags tickets available
Purchase tickets now at the Outdoor
Recreation office, Building 300, Room
133, for Joining Forces at Six Flags
Elitch Gardens April 15, from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m.
All military, Department of Defense
civilians, retirees, reservists and contractors stationed here can purchase
tickets through ODR for $19. Children
ages 3 and younger are free.

The ticket includes a free meal deal
and a return ticket for use in September
or October.

Pick-up ice hockey
All skill levels are welcome to visit
the Sertich Ice Center March 30 for
some pick-up hockey from 6 to 7:30
a.m.
For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Lee Heineken, 1st Space
Operations Squadron, at 567-5164.

Meal surcharge explained
Anyone not entitled to essential station messing, with the exception of dormitory residents, must pay a 33-percent
surcharge on meals at the Satellite Dish
Dining Facility in accordance with
Department of Defense regulations.
The surcharge, standard for all Air
Force dining facilities, is added to offset
costs of replacement food service equipment, supplies and contract services.
The surcharge is the same, regardless
of rank or employment category.
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