Game on!
The 50th Space Wing Inspector
General office has rescheduled the
WERI for Nov. 28 to 30 and the
WORI for Dec. 5 and 6.
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News Briefs
Click it or ticket!
Effective immediately, anyone found not wearing a seatbelt on base will be stopped
and issued a citation.
Failure to wear a seatbelt is
now a primary stop offense
and will be aggressively
enforced.

Give blood Wednesday
Schriever will hold its next
blood drive from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Wednesday in the
Building 300 Auditorium on
base.
Volunteers with escort
authority are needed to escort
medical technicians inside the
restricted area for the blood
drive.
To volunteer, contact
Master Sgt. Irene Aguilar,
Space Innovation and
Development Center, at 7219540.

Running track reopens
The running track west of
the Main Fitness Center here
is now open.
The infield portion of the
track will remain closed
through winter and spring for
reseeding.

Party committee meets
The 2006 Schriever
Holiday Party Committee will
meet at 11 a.m. today in
Building 300, Room 145.
The committee looks forward to receiving feedback
from around the base to make
this year’s holiday party successful.
For more information, contact 2nd Lt. Andrew Powell,
50th Space Communications
Squadron, at 567-4057.

‘America Recycles’
The 50th Civil Engineer
Squadron Environmental
Flight here will observe
“America Recycles Day” Nov.
15 as part of an ongoing Air
Force initiative to reduce solid
waste.
Schriever employees may
renew their commitment to
recycle by participating in
base programs to recycle aluminum, cardboard and paper.
For more information on
recycling, contact Bill Rose,
Schriever’s Recycling Program
manager, at 567-4242.

Weekend
Outlook

photo by Capt. David Weide

Schriever's roads opened Friday at 10 a.m. after a blizzard Oct. 26 closed the base to all personnel for more than 24 hours. More than a foot of
snow fell on the Colorado Springs area; visibility on base during the blizzard was about 20 feet with sustained winds of close to 60 mph.

SNOWED IN!

Schriever teams work marathon shifts
after heavy snow shuts down local roads
Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Schriever closed down completely for the
first time in recent memory Oct. 26 when a
blizzard dumped more than a foot of snow
onto the base.
The shutdown affected mission essential
personnel, who kept the 50th Space Wing’s
and tenant units’ missions going as El Paso
County and Colorado Springs attempted to
reopen roads to the base Oct. 26 and Oct 27
2006.
“At 3:30 a.m., the sky was clear as a bell—
there was no sign of clouds, rain or snow,”
said David Falconer, a Honeywell contractor
employed with a Space and Missile Systems
Center detachment here. “Later, when they
announced the base was closed, there was
already four or five inches of snow on the
ground.”
The snowstorm first hit Schriever at about
4 a.m. An hour later, the 50th SW Command
Post announced that the base was shut down.

“It was so bad at time that visibility could
not have been more than 20 feet,” Mr.
Falconer said. “At times the wind had to be in
excess of 60 mph—it was nothing but blowing snow. If you had gone outside, you would
have been taking your life into your hands,
with the ice and the wind being so strong.”
Inside the 2nd Space Operations
Squadron’s operations floor, Airman 1st Class
Quenton Richardson and his co-workers hunkered down for a shift that would end up lasting nearly 36 hours. Winter weather in
October is a new experience for the space
systems apprentice, a South Carolina native
who has been in the Air Force about a year.
“We were hoping to go home before the
base shut down, but we knew the shutdown
was going to happen,” Airman Richardson
said. “We stocked up on food from the dining
hall because we didn’t know if they’d be open
later. We rotated sleeping on cots to make it
through the shift.”
Airman Richardson’s crew had enough
people to sustain the Global Positioning
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System mission while allowing some members of the crew to rest.
“Half of our people went straight to sleep.
When one person got tired, he woke one person up and they switched out,” he said.
When team members weren’t on a crew
position, they took time to bond with one
another.
“We carried on conversations; we watched
TV a little bit,” Airman Richardson said. “It
was fun connecting with people for such a
long period. We traded stories and got to learn
a lot about other people in the crew.”
The overall experience had its ups and
downs; and if he had to go through the experience again, Airman Richardson said there’s
one item he would make sure he had with
him.
“I’m happy the dining hall people were
here—I think I probably would have starved,”
he said. “Overall it wasn’t too bad. (It was)
business as usual, just four times longer. The
operations floor is cold, so I’m going to bring
a sleeping bag if it happens again.”
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E-mail phishing: Don’t take the bait
Maj. Ann Knabe
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs
When a fellow deployed officer shared a story about
how his wife received an e-mail request to give personal
credit card information over the Internet, I shook my
head. In the past week alone, I’ve received nearly 40 different e-mail requests for personal information, all from
fraudsters known as “phishers.”
Phishing is a criminal activity that uses social engineering techniques to extract personal information from
computer users.
Phishers attempt to fraudulently acquire sensitive
information, such as passwords and credit card details,
by masquerading as trustworthy people or businesses in
electronic communication. Phishing is typically carried
out using e-mail or instant messages.
As I looked in my e-mail recycle bin from this week, I
saw e-mails from all sorts of fraudsters attempting to get
personal information from me. There were so-called
credit unions and banks, often masquerading as anti-theft
operators asking to verify credit card account numbers
and Social Security numbers to “help” me avoid being
robbed online. Others said I had won a contest and all I
needed to do to get the money was to give them my bank
account tracking number.
My favorites were sent from other countries, where
“rulers” and “dignitaries” had suddenly realized I was a
long lost relative, and they needed my personal details to
wire “my cut” of the inheritance.
While I’ve always wanted to believe I’ve got royal
blood, I’m far too smart to fall into a phisher’s trap. All
Airmen should be this smart and never offer any personal
information to an e-mail requester.
It can be tricky, though. A major international electronics store recently had its identity stolen with a cutand-paste logo that was e-mailed to thousands of credit
card holders. The phony e-mail request looked real to
many customers, and they found out the hard way about
how dangerous it is to offer personal information over email.
Similarly, the officer I mentioned earlier received emails with the government charge card logo, and he

How are you
preparing your
vehicle for winter?
Capt. Dave Weide
50th Mission
Support Group

“I plan on changing to
snow tires, changing
window washer fluid
to de-icer and put
blankets, flashlights,
water and jerkey in all
three of my vehicles.”

illustration by Jane Maximov

could have easily responded had he not thought twice
about the request.
According to Lt. Col. Michael Welsh, the 379th Air
Expeditionary Wing Staff Judge Advocate, any reputable
agency will find a different way to contact you. They will
never use e-mail; most often it will be old-fashioned U.S.
postal mail.
However, Airmen must remain alert and vigilant. Even
clicking on a link inside a phisher’s e-mail is asking for
trouble. The best way to deal with phishing attempts is to
simply delete the e-mail.
If Airmen want to take it a step further with phishers
requesting credit card and bank information, they can
call the company referenced, with a phone number from
an original source document (not the phisher’s e-mail) or
the phone number on the back of the credit card.
As for the officer mentioned at the beginning of the
story, he was lucky. His wife was sharp and e-mailed him
first before clicking on any links. After reviewing the email, he called his government charge card company and
found out the e-mail solicitation was indeed a phishing
attempt. Be smart—don’t take the bait from phishers.

Alex Groves
Base Multimedia Center

“I just had an oil
change. I plan on
getting a new set of
tires and windshield
wiper blades.”

Tech. Sgt.
Melissia Tattersall
50th Space Wing
Command Section

“I keep my maintenance up on my automobile, so I dont have
to worry in any weather conditions.”

VA: Show your pride, wear your medals
R. James Nicholson
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Gen. George Washington had it
right when he relinquished command
of the victorious Continental Army
and said: “This new nation owes
these men who procured our freedom
a debt of gratitude.”
Our job at the Department of
Veterans Affairs is to fulfill that debt
of gratitude, and we do it well. But,
there is even more we can do as
Americans, and that is to honor and
thank our veterans and encourage
them to be openly proud of their
service, sacrifice and accomplishment.
In that spirit of gratefulness, VA
has launched its Veterans Pride initiative.
We are urging all veterans to pin
on their military medals and ribbons
on Veterans Day, Nov. 11, especially
when participating in festivities and

parades but also in just going about
their regular activities.
We hope they will also wear their
medals and decorations on Memorial
Day and Independence Day and that
it will become a tradition in
America.
Our goal is to inspire the
American people to recognize and
honor the military service of their
fellow citizens, and to engender a
greater sense of pride and satisfaction on the part of the veterans for
what they did for our country.
The Veterans Pride initiative
shines a bright light on millions of
our fellow citizens who answered the
needs of our nation both in peace
and in war. Each veteran’s medals
tell a story about their service. This
initiative will also help stimulate
interest in our veterans’ service and
sacrifice on the part of their families,
neighbors, colleagues and fellow
community citizens. We hope to
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bring our veterans’ stories home to
all Americans this Veterans Day.
The Veterans Pride campaign Web
site, www.va.gov/veteranspride,
describes the program. It also gives
veterans information and guidance
about how to find out what medals
they received and how they can
obtain medals earned during their
military service.
To America’s veterans I say: wear
your medals over your heart with
pride this Veterans Day and let your
fellow citizens know that you served.
Editor’s Note: Mr. Nicholson
served eight years on active duty as
a paratrooper and Ranger-qualified
Army officer, then 22 years in the
Army Reserve, retiring with the rank
of colonel. He earned the Bronze
Star Medal, Combat Infantryman
Badge, the Meritorious Service
Medal, Republic of Vietnam Cross of
Gallantry and two Air Medals while
serving in Vietnam.
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Public Affairs office at 567-5040 for more information.

Master Sgt.
Marlene Sherbine
50th Space WIng
Inspector General Office

“I have a husband.”

Clarification: The MSX combat effects listed in last
week’s Satellite Flyer reflected the satellite’s original
mission. Its current mission is as follows:
Combat Effects: The Midcourse Space Experiment
is the only space-based surveillance sensor.
Uninhibited by weather or time of day, MSX stares
into the geosynchronous belt to locate new objects
or track known objects, providing space situational
awareness for the space surveillance catalogue.

Commander’s Hotline
E- MAIL : C OMM G RAM HL@S CHRIEVER . AF . MIL
Schriever’s Commander’s
Hotline is brought to the base by
Col. John Hyten, 50th Space Wing
Commander.
It provides a communication tool
for people to obtain information and
assistance in making Schriever a better place to work.
Colonel Hyten asks that, before
you e-mail the Commander’s
Hotline, please try to resolve your
problem through the responsible
agencies listed here.

AFOSI.................................567-5049
Chaplain..............................567-3705
Child Development Center..567-4742
Clinic...................................567-4455
Civilian Personnel...............567-5799
Contracting..........................567-3800
Finance................................567-2009
Fitness Center......................567-6628
Inspector General................567-3764
Law Enforcement Desk.......567-5642
Military Personnel...............567-5900
Public Affairs......................567-5040
Safety...................................567-4236

www.schriever.af.mil
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50th SFS Airman’s delivery couldn’t wait
Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
When an Airman with the 50th Security Forces
Squadron here began to show signs of trouble with her
pregnancy, neither snow nor wind nor whiteout conditions
stopped American Medical Response and Schriever from
getting her the hospital care she needed.
The medical response started shortly after 6 a.m. when
Airman 1st Class Stephanie Friend reported that her
unborn child had stopped moving, said Senior Master Sgt.
Micheal Robinson, 50th SFS operations superintendent.
“There was concern on the part of AMR that she needed to get medical treatment,” Sergeant Robinson said.
AMR, the 50th Civil Engineer Squadron and 50th SFS
started the effort of getting Airman Friend off base.

“They couldn’t make it (to Highway 94) because of the
whiteout,” Sergeant Robinson said. “So they turned
around and came back to Schriever.”
At the outskirts of Colorado Springs, another ambulance brought a neonatal team as close to the base as they
could.
However, that ambulance could not make it out to the
base, even equipped with snow chains.
The next step was to send a snowcat out to the base
with the neonatal team.
“They had the ability to deliver the baby out here if
they needed to,” Sergeant Robinson said, “but they decided the best course of action was to have her treated at
Memorial Hospital.”
The snowcat with Airman Friend, her husband and the
neonatal team began the return trip to Colorado Springs.

About midway back to town, the snowcat became stuck
on the highway.
“At some point, the National Guard got called,”
Sergeant Robinson said. “They came out with two more
snowcats to rescue the one that got stuck.”
Airman Friend made it to Memorial Hospital at about
6 p.m. Oct. 26. There, she safely gave birth Friday afternoon to her daughter, Isabella, who weighed seven
pounds five ounces and was 20 inches tall.
Airman Friend is currently on maternity leave. The Air
Force will help her with her original intent to separate
once she has been medically cleared, Sergeant Robinson
said.
“Because of the circumstances, she hadn’t yet separated,” he added, noting that Isabella was born a few weeks
premature.

'Dude, where's my car?'
Schriever wasn't the only part of Colorado Springs
to get buried in snow Oct. 26. Many areas received
two feet of snow with drifts as high as four feet. The
neighborhood pictured here is in the northern range
of Springs Ranch in eastern Colorado Springs.
photo by Maj. Jennifer Jeffries
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Base recognizes 6th SOPS says goodbye to ‘old friend’
new promotees
Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

The base will honor the following promotees in a
recognition ceremony at the Main Fitness Center here
Friday at 1:30 p.m.
Senior Airman
John Lopez, 50th SFS
Jason Muchow, 50th OSS
Arthur Scruggs, 50th SFS
Patrick Tibbett, 50th OSS
Staff Sergeant
Joshua Chambliss, 1st SOPS
Jared Engler, 50th SCS
Jennifer Hilley, 50th MSS
Clifton Robinson, 4th SOPS
Christopher Williams, 4th SOPS
Wendy Williams, SIDC
Technical Sergeant
Christopher Davis, 4th SOPS
Aaron Dickson, 2nd SWS Det. 1
Javier Perez Lopez, 4th SOPS
Master Sergeant
Dirk Nyland III, 50th SCS
James Vise, 595th OSS
George Warchol, Jr., 50th SCS
Senior Master Sergeant
Richard Lien, Jr., 50th CES
First Lieutenant
Brianna Nicholson, 4th SOPS
Major
Matthew Brandt, 2nd SOPS

The 6th Space Operations Squadron here wished a
fond farewell to an old friend Oct. 16.
After nearly 20 years and 100,000 trips around the
earth, Satellite F8 of the Defense Meteorological
Satellite Program constellation shut down.
DMSP F8 was the first satellite in the constellation to
carry air and soil moisture sensors with it into orbit and
the third satellite in the Block 5D-2 series, said 6th
SOPS’ 2nd Lt. Jeremy Cotton.
Satellite F8 launched June 19, 1987 from Vandenberg
Air Force Base, Calif. Though its life expectancy was 30
months, it outlived expectations and continued to perform its weather data-gathering mission until Aug. 16,
1991, when an anomaly struck its primary sensor.
Maj. Michael Ruff of 6th SOPS was on crew at a 6th
SOPS detachment in Fairchild AFB, Wash., when the
Operational Linescan System suffered a power spike and
went dark.
The major has been with 6th SOPS for eight years
and has been involved with DMSP for 13.
“It wasn’t a shock—the engineers had indications up
to that point because of a problem with the grease in the
bearings,” Major Ruff explained. “They could see some
signs up to that point. The (OLS) freeze-up was the big
event.”
Like a wheel on a shopping cart, the problem had
started with gradual sticks in the OLS that became worse
and worse until the sensor failed altogether. The OLS
provides visual and infrared weather data and accounts
for most of the data DMSP satellites collect.
The OLS failure didn’t mean F8 was no longer useful,
however. The Air Force Research Laboratory and Center
for Research Support here used the ailing satellite as a
testbed for research and development, and 6th SOPS
used it as a training platform.
“There are a couple of procedures we got to practice
every time,” Major Ruff said. “On every revolution,

you’d have to reset the OLS Gain Clock. It was like
anomaly contingency training every revolution if you
wanted it.”
Maj. Clifton Stargardt of 6th SOPS attempted to coax
F8’s satellite control authority, or SCA, from the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
which owns and primarily operates the DMSP constellation from its satellite operations center in Suitland, Md.
The squadron planned to use the satellite for continued
training if they had been able to gain control.
“We tried to get SCA, but it was just too late to push
the process through and make it happen,” Lieutenant
Cotton said.
Shortly thereafter, the shutdown process began.
NOAA and 6th SOPS use run command messages, or
RCMs, to automate every series of commands sent to a
DMSP satellite, Lieutenant Cotton explained.
Because the satellites reside in low-earth orbits
approximately 550 miles above the earth’s surface, satellite operators only have a handful of minutes to send
commands to the satellite before its orbit carries it below
the horizon.
In this case, the RCM contained commands that shut
F8 down completely—sensors, telemetry and receiving
antennas.
“There were commands in that RCM that I had never
seen before,” Lieutenant Cotton said.
Major Ruff said he was saddened to see the satellite
go.
“We’ll miss the training opportunities,” he said. “True
anomaly resolution is what it gave us. You spend a lot of
time on the simulators, but it always feels different when
you’re working with a satellite on orbit; with F8, you got
that real-time training experience.”
F8’s record—19 years on orbit and 99,868 revolutions—is hard to match, Lieutenant Cotton said.
“The fact that it went around the earth almost 100,000
times is phenomenal,” he added. “The generation this
satellite has spanned is incredible for a satellite whose
operational life is less than three years.”
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New weather satellite ready for launch Saturday
Buddy Nelson
Lockheed Martin
Space Systems Communications
VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE, Calif.
— The Defense Meteorological Satellite Program’s
F-17 Block 5D-3 spacecraft is undergoing final
preparation for a launch from here Nov. 4.
“After several years of building, integrating,
upgrading and testing DMSP F-17, our second
Block 5D-3 spacecraft, we’re eagerly anticipating
this launch so that this satellite can carry out its
vital mission of supporting our war fighters,” said
Michael O’Hara, Lockheed Martin DMSP program
director. “Our partnership with the Air Force dates
to the very beginning of the DMSP program with a
common goal of ensuring that commanders have
access to environmental data critical to the preparation and execution of military operations.”
The Block 5D-3 series accommodates larger
sensor payloads than earlier generations.
They also feature a larger capability power subsystem; a more powerful on-board computer with
increased memory to allow greater spacecraft
autonomy and increased battery capacity that
extends the mean mission duration.
The attitude control subsystem has also been
enhanced with the integration of a second inertial
measurement unit using ring laser, versus mechanical, gyros to provide greater precision pointing
flexibility starting with F-17.
DMSP is used for strategic and tactical weather
prediction to aid the U.S. military in planning operations at sea, on land and in the air.
Satellites are equipped with a sophisticated sensor suite that can image visible and infrared cloud
cover and measure precipitation, surface temperature and soil moisture. They collect specialized

“We’re eagerly anticipating this
launch so that this satellite can
carry out its vital mission of supporting our war fighters.”
— Michael O’Kara
Lockeed Martin DMSP program director

global meteorological, oceanographic and solargeophysical information in all weather conditions.
The DMSP constellation comprises two spacecraft in near-polar orbits, command, control and
communications facilities, user terminals and
weather centers.
The most recent launch of a DMSP spacecraft
took place Oct. 18, 2003 from Vandenberg AFB on
the final Titan II booster flown. That launch was the
first of the Block 5D-3 satellites.
DMSP F-17 will launch on a Delta-IV Medium
booster.
Four satellites, including F-17, await launch and
are maintained at Lockheed Martin Space Systems’
operations in Sunnyvale, Calif., for storage, functional testing and upgrades. The spacecraft are
shipped to Vandenberg AFB for launch.
Since 1965, the Air Force has launched 43
DMSP satellites.
Now in its fourth decade of service, DMSP has
proven itself to be a valuable tool in scheduling and
protecting military operations on land, at sea and in
the air, Mr. O’Hara said.

The DMSP F-17 spacecraft, scheduled to launch
Saturday from Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., is
seen in this October photograph in a clean room
undergoing preparations for encapsulation.

photo courtesy of Lockheed Martin
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Politicial Do’s, Dont’s:

Special rules apply to military What medals can you wear
after an overseas deployment?
Staff Sgt. Jeremy Larlee
Air Force Print News

As the 2006 elections fast approach to
decide House of Representative and
Senate seats, as well as local and state
elections, there are some rules military
members need to know about the political process.
These rules are not in place to restrict
a military member’s political freedoms,
said Maj. Frank Minogue, chief of civil
law for Air Education and Training
Command at Randolph Air Force Base,
Texas.
“Obviously we want people to vote
and express their opinions,” Major
Minogue said. “People are encouraged to
participate in the political process, just
not as representatives of the Air Force.”
Political activity rules are listed in Air
Force Instruction 51-902, “Political
Activities by Members of the U.S. Air
Force.” Violations of this instruction can
be punished under the Uniform Code of
Military Justice and receive up to two
years confinement and a dishonorable
discharge, the major said.
Examples of prohibited activities listed in the instruction include attending a
political event in uniform, using official
authority to interfere with an election
and affect its course or outcome, and
using contemptuous words against officials in public office.
Military members may attend political events in civilian clothes but only as
a spectator. Speaking publicly at these
events is not allowed under any circumstances.

“It is vital that military members do
not give the perception that the military
supports one political party, issue or candidate over another,” Major Minogue
said. “It would undermine our whole
command structure if it appeared that the
Air Force was supporting one side or
candidate.”
The rules also draw distinctions
between partisan and nonpartisan political activities and what’s allowed under
each set of activities.
The rules tend to be stricter for partisan politics.
Partisan politics are defined in the
instruction as an “activity supporting or
relating to candidates who represent, or
issues specifically identified with,
national or state political parties or associated or ancillary organizations. A candidacy, declared or undeclared, for
national or state office is a partisan political activity, even if the candidate is not
affiliated with a national or state political
party.”
Partisan politics generally refer to
established political parties and political
positions on the national scale.
It is crucial that Airmen remain neutral, said Richard Peterson, deputy chief
of the administrative law division, in the
office of the Air Force judge advocate
general.
“Regardless of whom the American
public chooses, we give our elected officials our best efforts and support in performing our duties,” Mr. Peterson said.
For more information about the
instruction, contact the 50th Space Wing
Judge Advocate office at 567-5050.

LET YOUR VOICE

BE HEARD
AND ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO
WIN A GRAND PRIZE OF $1,000
PARTICIPATE IN THE 2006 MILITARY ONLINE SURVEY
CONDUCTED BY ARMED FORCES COMMUNICATIONS

WWW.SURVEYSONLINE.COM/MILITARY
SO MANY PRIZES, REGISTER TODAY AND YOU'LL BE ENTERED FOR A CHANCE TO WIN!

Louis Steinberg
50th Mission Support Squadron
Schriever Airmen who have been
deployed may be allowed to wear the
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, the Iraq or Afghanistan campaign
medals or other devices after returning to
the United States from their deployments.
Airmen must report to their orderly
room or the group commander support
staff with documentation such as orders,
travel vouchers, performance reports, letters of evaluation or decoration citations
in order to wear the new medals.
The medals Airmen may be allowed to
wear are:

Iraq Campaign Medal
Airmen must have deployed to Iraq on
or after March 19, 2003 and must have
been assigned, attached or mobilized to a
unit serving in Iraq for 30 consecutive
days.

Afghanistan Campaign Medal
Airmen must have deployed to Iraq on
or after Oct. 24, 2001 and must have been
assigned, attached or mobilized to a unit
serving in Afghanistan for 30 consecutive
days.

Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal
Airmen must have deployed overseas
on or after Sept. 11, 2001 for service in
Operations Enduring Freedom or Iraqi
Freedom. Additionally, they must be
assigned, attached or mobilized to a unit
attending in either operation and serving
for 30 consecutive days. Areas considered
eligible for the GWOT-E medal include
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Chad,
Crete, Cyprus, Diego Garcia, Djibouti,
Turkey and other countries.

Air Force Expeditionary Service
Ribbon (with gold border)
Airmen must have deployed after Oct.
1, 1999, and been engaged in actual combat. Combat action is defined as combat
that subjects an Airman to hostile fire,
explosion or employment of lethal
weapons. Airmen can only receive one
AFESR per deployment.
Air Force Expeditionary Service
Ribbon (without gold border)
Airmen must have deployed after Oct.
1, 1999 and may only receive one AFESR
per deployment. The award can be given
either overseas or in the continental
United States.
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HAWC can help you kick smoking habit
Holly Becker
Health and Wellness Center

someone who has never smoked within
five to 15 years after quitting.
• The risk of lung cancer is reduced by
50 to 70 percent compared to those who
continue to smoke. The risk of cancers of
the oral cavity and the esophagus are
reduced by 50 percent as soon as five
years post-tobacco.
The Schriever Health and Wellness
Center’s Tobacco Cessation course uses a
program developed by the American
Cancer Society to aid in Smoking
Cessation. The program, called “You Can
Quit,” incorporates nicotine-fading strategies to aid users in cessation.
The course runs for a period of four
weeks, meeting in a group setting once
every week.
The HAWC staff believes it can help
you down the path to a tobacco-free
lifestyle. Pharmacologic, counseling and
behavioral therapies, including telephone
counseling, can help patients quit and
increase their chances of staying quit,
according to the Public Health Service
guideline, “Treating Tobacco Use and
Dependence: A Clinical Practice
Guideline.”
The following events will take place
this month:
• “Quit 4 a Day” – The HAWC will
hand out information packets at the
Satellite Dish from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Satellite Dish Dining Facility.
Everyone who signs the “Quit 4 a Day”
pledge and hands in their cigarettes or
smokeless tobacco will receive a free gift
while supplies last.

The American Cancer Society has
scheduled the Great American Smokeout
for Nov. 16 to encourage smokers to quit
for a day in the hope they may quit for
good.
Why it’s important to quit:
• Of all the people alive today, an estimated 200 to 300 million will die from
tobacco-caused diseases.
• Smoking remains the single greatest
preventable cause of illness and death in
the world.
• Smokeless tobacco use causes a variety of health problems including oral cancers, leukoplakia, gum ulcers, gingivitis,
tooth decay, tooth loss, hypertension and
halitosis.
• In 1992 alone, more than 30,000 new
cases of oral cancer were diagnosed in the
United States; 75 percent of those were
attributable to use of tobacco
• A snuff dipper who uses two cans of
snuff a week takes in about the same
amount of nicotine as does a person who
smokes 30 cigarettes a day.
Benefits of quitting today:
• The life expectancy of former tobacco users who have been tobacco-free for
10 to 15 years is nearly the same as those
who have never smoked.
• The risk of coronary heart disease is
cut in half after only one tobacco-free
year. After 15 years, the risk is nearly
identical to those who have never smoked.
• The risk of stroke returns to that of

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Holly Becker, the education program manager at the Schriever Health and Wellness
Center, reviews a smoking cessation plan with Master Sgt. Daniel Blanton, 22nd Space
Operations Squadron. Approximately 70 percent of people who take the Schriever HAWC’s
free smoking cessation class are still smoke-free a year later.
• Tobacco cessation classes – These
begin the first Thursday of each month at
the HAWC from 9 to 9:30 a.m. Tobacco
users can also call for one-on-one tobacco
cessation counseling if they cannot attend
the class.
There’s strength in numbers, so join the
millions of Americans who will stub out

their cigarettes on that day to begin their
quit attempts. And on that day, remember
to challenge yourself to not stop there, but
to try and quit for life.
For more information on “Quit 4 a
Day” or the one-on-one tobacco cessation
counseling, contact the HAWC at
567-4292.

2nd SOPS Det. 1 releases A-76 announcement
Barbara Claypool
50th Space Wing Manpower
When in-house performance of commercial activities is
not required for national defense reasons and contracting is
more cost effective, the government has determined that
conversion to contract performance is in the best interest of
the American taxpayer.
The 2nd Space Operations Squadron Detachment 1 at
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla., has announced a
tentative performance decision of the electronics maintenance function.
Competition between in-house and contract performance determined contract performance to be the most efficient and cost effective method of operation, according to
Maj. John Buchanan.
This competition affects a total of 13 Department of
Defense personnel: one officer, 11 enlisted, one unmanned
civilian, and zero contract manpower equivalents.
The 50th Space Wing Manpower office anticipates the

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
e referral is
No Primary Car
ply call for
necessary. Sim
t.
an appointmen

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

effect on these employees as follows: none will be offered
other government employment, none will retire, and none
will be involuntarily separated from government employment.
This streamlined competition was conducted in compliance with the Air Force policies in Air Force Instruction
38-203, “Commercial Activities Program,” which implements the Office of Management and Budget Circular A76, “Performance of Commercial Activities.”
The A-76 circular reaffirms the government’s policy to
rely on the private sector for products and services.
When a competition between an agency and contract
performance determines contracting is more cost effective,
OMBC A-76 and Federal Acquisition Regulation require
the contractor to offer adversely affected civilian and nonappropriated fund employees the right of first refusal for
employment openings to positions (under the contract) for
which they are qualified.
Because the DOD is sensitive to the personal impact
this action may have on civilian employees, the DOD

CALL
TODAY!

Do you think you
can’t buy a home?
• 100% Purchase

1
Your # r
de
VA Len

• Refinance Now
• Consolidate Debt
• Bad Credit? No Problem
• Fix Your ARM

548-8717

Northside

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Calculate your savings and apply NOW at:
www.cheyennemm.com
Visit us at the entrance to Peterson AFB!
(next to Dairy Queen)
9$)+$DQG&RQYHQWLRQDO/RDQV

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

Program for Stability of Civilian Employment ensures
every effort is made to help adversely affected civilian
employees who desire placement assistance. These
employees may register in the Defense-wide computerized
Priority Placement Program.
Registrants under this program receive placement rights
to vacancies within DOD; other Federal agencies are also
solicited.
When adversely affected civilian employees must relocate to continue federal employment, the government will
provide transportation and moving expenses.
In order to validate the A-76 decision, the 50th
Contracting Squadron will use the appropriate acquisition
procedures available, and as outlined in the Federal
Acquisition Regulation and its applicable supplements, to
verify that contractor performance is the most cost effective alternative for the government.
For more information or a copy of the Streamlined
Competition Form, contact Steven Wells, 50th CONS, at
567-3807.
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21st SOPS NCO catches acting bug in ‘Flags’
Valerie Joseph
21st Space Operations Squadron
Public Affairs
ONIZUKA AIR FORCE STATION,
Calif. — There is a “movie star” among
us, and he’s appearing at a theater near
you.
Tech. Sgt. Nathaniel Heskew, NCO in
charge of personnel readiness with the
21st Space Operations Squadron here,
appears in the new Clint Eastwood film,
“Flags of Our Fathers,” that opened in theaters Oct. 20.
“Flags of Our Fathers” brings to the big
screen one of the most crucial and bloodiest battles of World War II—the struggle
for the island of Iwo Jima—which culminated with what would become one of the
most iconic images in history: five
Marines and a Navy corpsman raising the
American flag on Mount Suribachi.
Sergeant Heskew was stationed at
Naval Air Station Keflavik, Iceland, during
the summer of 2005 when he heard about
a casting call for movie extras. After
showing up for photos and being measured for uniforms, he later received a
phone call congratulating him on being
selected to portray a Marine and a member
of the 6th Platoon, a heavy artillery unit.
The sergeant explained that Iceland was
chosen as a location for the war scenes in
the movie because the desolate topography
and black, volcanic-like soil closely
resembled that of Iwo Jima.
Other scenes from the film were filmed
in Los Angeles, Chicago and Japan.
Before getting anywhere near a movie
camera, Sergeant Heskew and the rest of
his platoon underwent a week of training,

including safe procedures for entering and
exiting a Higgins Boat landing craft and
proficiency in the use of Howitzers and
M1 rifles.
“It was important we looked professional, like we knew what we were doing
with those big guns,” Sergeant Heskew
said.
After watching the instructors demonstrate using 75mm and 155mm Howitzers,
they put Sergeant Heskew and the others
in four-man groups to practice. His job
was to take the shell from one man and
pass it to another, who then loaded it in
the gun, after which the fourth man fired
the weapon.
The Lancaster, Calif., native described
the realism of the scenes with the use of
ordinary water bottles.
“They used liter-sized bottles filled
with water,” he said. “The bottles were
loaded into artillery shells packed with
gunpowder; and when the gun fired, the
bottle disintegrated and the water looked
like smoke. The sound of the explosions
was extremely loud, even though live
rounds weren’t used.”
Sergeant Heskew said he spent about
five weeks on the set where a typical day
meant arriving a 6 a.m. and often not leaving until 8 p.m. Hollywood caterers provided breakfast and lunch.
He described the experience as “a lot of
sitting around” and waiting to be called
for a scene. In one scene that was supposed to be a close-up shot, his landing
craft broke down.
“We were dead in the water,” Sergeant
Heskew said. He and his comrades had to
wait as film crews continued shooting
other parts of the film.

photo by Valerie Joseph

Tech. Sgt. Nathaniel Heskew, the NCO in charge of personnel management with the 21st
Space Operations Squadron at Onizuka Air Force Station, Calif., appears in the new Clint
Eastwood film, “Flags of Our Fathers,” that opened in theaters Oct. 20.
Sergeant Heskew has seen “Flags of
Our Fathers” and said it’s a very good
movie.
The fast-paced, chaotic nature of the
film made it difficult for Sergeant Heskew
to see himself in the movie. However, the

Onizuka NCO said he thoroughly enjoyed
the experience and would definitely like to
do it again.
“I was amazed at how well all the
scenes we filmed came together,” he said,
“just like a puzzle.”
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F-117: A long, storied history that is about to end
Staff Sgt. Matthew Bates
Air Force Print News
HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE, N.M. — After 25
years of storied service, the F-117 Nighthawk, the Air
Force’s first stealth fighter, is about to retire. The technology that once made it a unique weapon system has now
caught up to it and newer fighter aircraft are now joining
the fleet.
Still, the Nighthawk was the first of its kind, a fact anyone who has spent time around the aircraft is quick to point
out.
Many of these people were gathered here Oct. 29 to
commemorate 25 years of Nighthawk history at the Silver
Stealth ceremony. Members of the F-117 community, past
and present, were on hand to pay homage to the aircraft’s
illustrious history, a history that contains as many secrets
as it does legends.
It was officially named a part of the Air Force in 1981
and Nighthawk began making an impression on military
officials—not just because it was “funny-looking,” but
because the aircraft brought many new capabilities to the
battlefield.
The Nighthawk, after all, was the stuff of science fiction. It could fly across enemy skies and through the
world’s most advanced radar systems without being detected.
This allowed the aircraft to perform reconnaissance
missions and bomb critical targets, all without the enemy
knowing who or what had hit them.
“This is a strategic weapon that really reshaped how the
Air Force looked at strategic warfare,” said Lt. Col. Chris
Knehans, commander of the 7th Fighter Squadron here. “It
doesn’t matter what defenses you put up, how deep you try
to hide or how much you surround yourself with collateral
damage—this airplane will come and get you.”
This has made the Nighthawk a vital part of the Air
Force’s various campaigns since the aircraft’s introduction.
It has seen service in Panama, Iraq, Afghanistan and
Bosnia as part of operations Desert Storm, Allied Force,
Just Cause and Iraqi and Enduring Freedom.

We’ve lost our shirts…
to get you tires at

photo by SrA Brian Ferguson

Twenty-five F-117 Nighthawks line up waiting for takeoff from Holloman Air Force Base, N.M. The planes were part of a
formation celebrating Nighthawk's 25th anniversary and 250,000th flying hour here. The 25 planes flew over the base in
five groups to end the celebration ceremony. The F-22 Raptor will succeed, but not replace, the F-117.
For those who either fly or support the Nighthawk, the
aircraft has been a faithful one. That it is now in its last
days is bittersweet for many of them.
“From a pragmatic point of view, we all understand why
it’s leaving,” Colonel Knehans said. “It’s a 30-year-old concept now, but when you look at its history, its design and its
combat record ... the Air Force is going to lose a very
unique weapon system.”
For Master Sgt. Byron Osborn, who has worked on the
F-117 for almost 19 years, the emotions are clearer.
“For old timers like me, it’s a sad day,” he said. “A lot of
the younger guys like the new, flashier aircraft, but I’ll stick
with this old dog any day.”
The Air Force is saying goodbye to the F-117, but not to

the effect it has had on modern warfare. Its successor, the
F-22 Raptor, will continue the fight the Nighthawk started—which, according one of the first F-117 pilots, is a
hard job to fill.
“Whenever its nation called, the F-117 answered, providing capabilities that had never been known before,” said
Gen. Lloyd “Fig” Newton, who retired as commander of
Air Education and Training Command Aug. 1, 2000. “If we
needed the door kicked in, the stealth was the one to do it.
Never before had such an aircraft existed General Newton
added.”
Modern technology may have caught up with the F-117,
and new aircraft may be set to take its place on the tarmac,
but none will ever be able to replace it.
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60.7% percent of goal

CFC statistics – Week 5
Personnel contacted: 84.1 percent
Participation: 26.6 percent
There are only five days left to give to
the Combined Federal Campaign. The
CFC ends Tuesday.

Intramural
Basketball
Standings
As of Wednesday

SIDC . . . . . . . . . .4 – 0
Players Pool . . . .3 – 0
2 SOPS . . . . . . . .4 – 1
3 SOPS . . . . . . . .3 – 2
50 CPTS . . . . . . .2 – 2
50 SCS . . . . . . . .2 – 2
1 SOPS . . . . . . . .2 – 2
4 SOPS . . . . . . . .2 – 2
50 CES . . . . . . . .1 – 4
50 OGV . . . . . . . .1 – 3
50 OSS . . . . . . . .0 – 3
NOPS . . . . . . . . .0 – 3

Comin' at ya!
Jerrod McComb, 50th Civil Engineer
Squadron, drives toward the basket,
facing off against the 3rd Space
Operations Squadron's Matthew
Pincus. 3rd SOPS won 36-35 on a
Travis Simpson two-pointer with five
seconds left in the game.
photo by Skip Grubelnik
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BYU Cougars maul AFA Falcons 33-14
Maj. Brett Ashworth
U.S. Air Force Academy Public Affairs
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — Brigham
Young University topped Air Force 33-14 in a battle for
first place in the Mountain West Conference in front of
35,521 fans at Falcon Stadium today.
The result dropped Air Force to 3-4 on the season and
3-2 in the conference. BYU improved to 6-2 on the season and 4-0 in Mountain West Conference play.
The Falcons could not keep up with the high-powered
Cougars offense, which amassed 411 yards total offense.
Quarterback John Beck picked apart the Air Force
defense with 258 yards passing and three touchdowns.
Air Force head coach Fisher DeBerry pointed to Air
Force turnovers and time of possession as keys to the
game.
“The (outcome of the game) is disappointing, and it
certainly cost us some good position in the conference,”
he said
However, DeBerry was not disappointed in his team’s
effort. “I am very proud of the fact our guys did not quit,”
he said.
BYU took advantage of Air Force mistakes in the first
half to take a 21-0 halftime lead. The Cougars forced two
Falcon turnovers on Air Force’s first two possessions and
took advantage of a 21-yard Air Force punt to score on
three of its four first-half possessions.
BYU marched 81 yards in 14 plays on the game’s
opening drive, culminating on a Fui Vakapuna 6-yard
touchdown run. The drive consumed 7:07 on the clock.
“We couldn’t come up with the play we needed to get
off the field,” said cornerback Chris Sutton.
Air Force looked to respond on their first drive, but
sputtered when Jacobe Kendrick fumbled on a fourth
down attempt at the BYU 29 after a 51-yard drive.
BYU linebacker Bryan Kehl set up the Cougars’ next
score when he hit Falcon quarterback Shaun Carney as he
was throwing, resulting in an interception at the Air Force
44-yard line.

Air Force second-string quarterback Jim Ollis shakes off BYU
defensive lineman Brett Denney
on an eight-yard pick up and a
first down late in the fourth
quarter Saturday. Ollis led the
Falcons on a 16-play touchdown
drive, but the clock ran out on
Air Force. BYU won, 33-14.
U.S. Air Force Photo by 1st Lt. John Ross

BYU’s five-play drive ended with an eight-yard touchdown pass from Beck to Michael Reed giving BYU a 140 lead with 10:12 left in the first half.
The Cougars took advantage of a 21-yard Air Force
punt to extend its lead to 21-0 with 58 seconds left in the
first half.
Beck connected with Jonny Harline on a one-yard
touchdown pass to end a 12-play, 64-yard drive.
Air Force took the second half kickoff and was forced
to punt from its own end zone following an illegal block
penalty and a sack. BYU took over at the Air Force 42yard line following a 29-yard Nathan Meikle punt return
and took little time adding to its lead on a 53-yard Jared
McLaughlin field goal.
Air Force got on the board with a one-yard quarterback sneak by Carney with 3:54 left in the third quarter.
The 15-play, 80-yard drive consumed 7:09 of the game
clock.
Momentum seemed to be on Air Force’s side when the
subsequent kickoff was misplayed by the Cougars, pinning them on their own 5-yard line. However, the momentum was short-lived as BYU drove 94 yards to add another touchdown on a 4-yard Beck touchdown pass to

Vakapuna. The Falcons blocked the extra point, making
the score 30-7.
The game was put into perspective when it was interrupted by a 20-minute delay as Falcon defensive back
Carson Bird was immobilized and taken from the field on
a stretcher following a head-to-head collision with fellow
Falcon defensive back Chris Thomas midway through the
fourth quarter.
Following the delay, BYU resumed its assault and
added another field goal as McLaughlin tacked on a 27yard field goal.
The Falcons made the score respectable with a touchdown with 27 seconds left in the game as Beau Suder
drove his way into the end zone from three-yards out.
Carney summed up the day by saying “we had opportunities, we didn’t make plays.”
Backup quarterback Jim Ollis, who relieved Carney in
the fourth quarter, led the Falcons in passing with 23
yards while Kendrick led in rushing with 58 yards on 14
carries.
The Falcons have a short week to get ready for their
next game, Friday night at interservice rival, Army.
“We’ll be ready,” Sutton promised.
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Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!
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CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631
5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)
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Church of Christ
1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at
14th and Pikes Peak Ave, west of downtown

•A Cappella Music
•Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching

Sunday

Bible Classes
Worship

Wednesday
Bible Classes

8:30 A.M.
10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

www.pikespeakchurchofchrist.org
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photos by Alex Groves

Gen. Kevin Chilton, commander of Air Force Space Command, speaks with Airman 1st Class Zully Renon and Staff Sgt. Johnathon Johnson during the general's tour of the base Oct.
25. The general discussed force shaping and other topics during a lunch with Airmen at the Satellite Dish Dining Facility here. Airman Renon, the Schriever Airmen's Council president, is assigned to the 50th Comptroller Squadron here; Sergeant Johnson, the Schriever 56 Council president, is assigned to the 3rd Space Operations Squadron.

Commander’s focus sharp on support, ops at Schriever
Senior Airman Jason Ridder
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Force shaping was on the minds of Schriever Airmen
as the commander of Air Force Space Command visited
Schriever Oct. 25.
Gen. Kevin Chilton offered his insights during a luncheon with Schriever Airmen at the Satellite Dish Dining
Facility.
In addressing force-shaping issues, General Chilton
noted that a general’s job is to take inputs from the field
and test them against a broader perspective of needs.
Generals do this, he said, by coordinating with other
organizations before making cuts and ensuring everyone
is in synch.
The good ideas come from the bottom up, he said. He
noted that asking “why” is important and is probably the
first step when addressing a process. If the answer to
“why” is “because we’ve always done it that way,” then
it’s time to start digging further.
The general answered other questions the Airmen
posed, and he did so in an engaging and open manner,
said Airman 1st Class Zully Renon, president of the
Schriever Airmen’s Council. Airman Renon is assigned to
the 50th Comptroller Squadron here.
“I asked him if the Air Force was planning on awarding a combat action badge,” Airman Renon said. General
Chilton’s answer was yes; Air Force leaders are deciding
whether to make the award a patch or a ribbon.
“He talked to me the same way (he spoke) to everyone
else—the chiefs and officers at the table,” Airman Renon
said.
The luncheon was part of the general’s first tour of
Schriever as AFSPC commander. He and his wife, Cathy,
AFSPC Command Chief Master Sgt. Mike Sullivan and
his wife, Donna, spent the day visiting facilities around
the base.
The visit included mission briefings from the 50th
Space Wing, 50th Mission Support Group, 50th
Operations Group and 50th Network Operations Group;
tours of the child development center, Schriever’s power
plant and operations floors within 50th OG and 50th
NOG.

“General Chilton told me our CDC was an outstanding
program and he was impressed with our facility and the
staff,” said Thea Wasche, 50th Services Division director.
The CDC was recently named second-best in the Air
Force by the Air Force Services Agency.
Chief Sullivan accompanied 50th SW Command Chief
Master Sgt. Clarence Moore to each of the wing’s three
groups and the First Term Airman’s Center. A junior
enlisted Airman or NCO in each area briefed the chief
about the unit’s mission.
Chief Moore said he thought Chief Sullivan was
impressed with the way each Airman knew how his job
impacted the 50th SW mission.
“From the 50th Civil Engineer Squadron Airmen who
operate snow removal equipment to the 50th Space
Communications Squadron Airmen who keep the network

running, everyone knew how they fit in,” Chief Moore
said.
Overall, the visit went well, both from the general’s
perspective and from that of the 50th SW commander.
“It was an honor and a privilege to host General and
Mrs. Chilton,” Col. John Hyten said.
“The best part of the visit for both the general and his
wife was the time spent with our people—military, civilian and contractors,” Colonel Hyten added. “Both he and
his wife commented that they were impressed most with
the superior professionalism and positive attitudes demonstrated across the wing.”
General Chilton said the 50th SW has a great team and
that he was impressed with what he had seen here.
The changes in space at Schriever are phenomenal, he
added.

Gen. Kevin P. Chilton mock threatens 50th Space Wing Command Chief Master Sgt. Clarence Moore, who nearly tricked
the commander of Air Force Space Command into autographing his own hat during the commander’s visit Oct. 25.
General Chilton visited the Child Development Center, the DeKok Building and satellite operations floors.
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‘Star’performer:

Sergeant honored as AFSPC Enlisted Aide of 2006
Capt. Catie Hague
Air Force Space Command
Public Affairs
From a missile field short-order cook
to a true Air Force “ambassador,” six
years of service to her nation have
proven quite rewarding for one 24-yearold staff sergeant who was recently
named Air Force Space Command’s
Junior Enlisted Aide of the Year.
Staff Sgt. Sarah Bensch, aide to
AFSPC vice commander Lt. Gen. Frank
Klotz, is responsible for the day-to-day
management of the three-star’s busy life,
but more importantly, she represents her
boss to the community, the Air Force and
the world.
“I’m a liaison between the office and
the house,” Sergeant Bensch said. “I
work with Protocol to ... make sure (the
general’s) work life and social obligations run smoothly;” a job that directly
affects how he is portrayed by international leaders, dignitaries and his military superiors.
“Being an enlisted aide is extremely
demanding,” General Klotz said, “and
Sarah has performed these duties in an
exemplary fashion.”
As highlighted by her award, Sergeant
Bensch enabled a smooth transition for
AFSPC when General Klotz took over as
the interim commander for nearly four
months. In one year, she prepared the
general for more than 65 overseas and
stateside trips and planned and hosted
dinners and social events for hundreds of
community and national leaders.
Her culinary skills are “internationally
famous.”
“I love to cook; it’s my forte,”
Sergeant Bensch said. “I’ve been to
schools (military and civilian) all over
the United States. I’ve attended the
(Culinary Institute of America) for certain courses, Advanced Culinary at Fort
Lee, (Va.), as well as joint, basic courses
and development courses.

“I’ve cooked for mayors and governors, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force,
Chief of Staff of the Army, Indian air
force chief of staff, Gen. Richard Meyers
(former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff), Gen. John Jumper (former Air
Force Chief of Staff), and more.”
Yet the most rewarding part of the job,
she said, is when she spends three
months planning a function—from the
invitations to the meal—for 300 guests,
and it goes off without a hitch.
“On the day of the event you might
think you’re going to pull your hair out,”
she said, “but when you sit down afterward, you see what you did and all the
neat people you met, and you think,
‘Wow, I just did that.’ You feel so proud.”
Sergeant Bensch’s skills and her
record of flawless performance as an
enlisted aide have not only resulted in
her winning annual awards two years
running, but have also allowed her to test
her knowledge and broaden her experience “down range.”
Currently a deployed warrior,
Sergeant Bensch is supporting the Global
War on Terrorism as a protocol specialist
for the combined air operations center in
Qatar. She provides travel, lodging and
event planning and execution for highlevel visitors in and out of the area of
responsibility. Her work allows for firsthand experience with the expeditionary
Air Force, as well as education on dayto-day air operations.
According to Sergeant Bensch, it is
uncommon for junior enlisted aides to
deploy because they are still in training.
Of the 80 Air Force enlisted aides, she is
one of a handful who have had this
opportunity.
In addition, Sergeant Bensch is the
only one in the Air Force to become an
enlisted aide as an airman first class.
Applicants are required to be at least a
staff sergeant, she said.
The basic application process requires
two 8- by 10-inch full-length photos, a

Staff Sgt. Sarah Bensch, a Combined Air Operations Center protocol specialist in
Southwest Asia, is currently deployed from Peterson Air Force Base.
résumé, copies of an Airman’s last five
performance reports and recommendations from the applicant’s commander
and first sergeant, according to the
enlisted aide Web site.
But what applicants really need to
know is that the 8A2X0 career field
requires initiative and people who are
self-sufficient, Sergeant Bensch said. It’s
not a job for everyone.
Sergeant Bensch knows she will eventually move on from her present career
field, even though she enjoys being an
enlisted aide. Her long-term goal is to be
commissioned in the Air Force through
Officer Training School.
In preparation, she is completing her

bachelor’s degree and using what free
time she has to play softball and volleyball and lead bible study for middle
school students at her church. She lives
the whole-person concept, knowing that
the lessons learned will help her succeed
as a future leader.
As for her enlisted aide of the year
award, Sergeant Bensch said she is quite
humbled to have been chosen from such
an elite group of talented and driven people.
“Sarah is absolutely invaluable,”
General Klotz said. “She has represented
me well and continues to do so as an Air
Force ‘ambassador’ in the Global War on
Terrorism.”

Staff Sgt. Sarah Bensch, enlisted aide
to Air Force Space Command vice
commander Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz, prepares for a social event at the commander’s residence. Sergeant Bensch
was recently named AFSPC Junior
Enlisted Aide of 2006.

U.S. Air Force photo
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FYI
Got SnoFest?
Have you made plans to attend SnoFest!!! 2007?
If not, contact the Outdoor Recreation Office at 567-6050 to reserve discounted ski lifts and hotel fares for the hottest party in the Rocky Mountains.
* Menu subject to change
without notice based on
availability.

EQUAL overseas lists updated

Friday

Roast Turkey, Beef and Corn Pie, Fish Portion

Saturday

Savory Baked Chicken, Grilled Steak

Sunday

Cantonese Ribs, Grilled Mustard Chicken Breast

The Enlisted Quarterly Assignment Listing for overseas requirements for the
July to September 2007 cycle will be available on the Assignment Management
System Web site Friday.
Airmen should update their preferences on the AMS Web site by logging into
the Air Force Portal at https://www.my.af.mil by Nov. 17.
For more information, contact the Schriever Military Personnel Flight at
567-5900.

Monday

Baked Fish, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Meat Loaf

Interested in AETC duty?

Tuesday

Baked Chicken, Veal Parmesan, Fish Portions

Wednesday

Country Capt. Chicken, Beef Ball Stroganoff, Baked Ham

Thursday

Herbed Baked Chicken, Braised Beef and Noodles, Catfish

Airmen who may have missed the Air Education and Training Command
Special Duty Briefing Team’s visit to Schriever do not have to wait for the next
visit to apply for an AETC special duty.
For more information about recruiter opportunities and an application visit
www.afrecruiting.com or call DSN 665-0584. For military training instructor
information, visit the Lackland Air Force Base Web site,
www.lackland.af.mil/737web/, or call DSN 487-1018.
If you are interested in an assignment as a Military Training Leader,
Professional Military Education instructor or technical training instructor duty,
contact the Schriever MPF for application procedures.

Other Eats & Treats:
High Plains Café
Outdoor Recreation Office
AAFES Shopette

Trina’s Diner
Falcon’s Nest
Einstein Bros
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