SnoFest!!! family day
arrives tomorrow

Friday is a special-pass
day for all Airmen in Air
Force Space Command.
Civilians and contractors are
granted liberal leave.
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News Briefs

Last call for tickets!

Friday is the last day to
purchase tickets for the 2006
Annual Awards Banquet at
the Peterson Air Force Base
Consolidated Club Feb. 10.
Tickets are $18 for club
members and $20 for other
guests.
Contact your first sergeant for more information
or to purchase tickets.

Schriever seeks skiers,
snowboarders for team

Schriever will assemble
ski and snowboard teams for
SnoFest!!!
If you have a “need for
speed” or any experience
racing or running National
Standard Race courses,
you’re just what we’re looking for.
To join up or for more
information, contact Capt.
David Weide, 50th Mission
Support Group, at 567-3708.

Gym to limit hours Friday

The Main Fitness Center
here will open from 7 a.m.
to 3 p.m., and the Fitness
Center Annex will be closed
due to the Air Force Space
Command family day.
For more information,
contact the fitness center at
567-6628.

Pie in the Face rescheduled
The Pie in the Face
contest originally scheduled
for 2:30 p.m. today has been
rescheduled for noon Feb. 8
at the Schriever Fire Station.
Airmen may vote to
put pie in the face of their
favorite airman, NCO,
senior NCO, first sergeant,
company- and field-grade
officers. Votes cost $0.25
each. Proceeds will go
toward the annual awards,
the Airmen’s Council and
Operation Warm Heart.
Contact your first sergeant for more details.

Mass moves to Thursdays

Catholic Mass has been
rescheduled from Tuesdays
to Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Mass will continue to be
held in Building 300, Room
146. Confession will be held
prior to Mass at the Meditation Room in Building 300.
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Hail to the chief!

Senior Master Sgt. Micheal Robinson, rear center, poses with members of his Air Force family, whom he credits with helping him become Schriever’s next chief master sergeant. Sergeant Robinson is the 50th Security Forces Squadron Operations Flight superintedent. Find out more about Sergeant Robinson’s progression through the ranks and goals as a future chief in his story on Page 10.

595th SG receives ‘in compliance’ rating
during 1st group-wide AFSPC inspection
by Maj. Daren Harris
595th Operations Support Squadron
The 595th Space Group here received an “in compliance” rating in an
Air Force Space Command Unit Compliance Inspection conducted here
Jan. 5 to 17.
The AFSPC Inspector General team named three Schriever Airmen as
professional performers: Capt. Thomas Stratton, 595th Operations Support Squadron; Capt. Jason Resley, 25th Space Control Tactics Squadron;
and Tech. Sgt. Chad Ziegelbein, 3rd Space Experimentation Squadron.
This was the first time AFSPC inspected the entire 595th SG since it
was reactivated in April 2000.
The AFSPC IG team inspected the 595th OSS, 25th SCTS and 3rd
SES, all part of the Space Innovation and Development Center here.
IG teams also visited the 576th Flight Test Squadron at Vandenberg Air
Force Base, Calif., and oversaw a weapon safety inspection there.

The “in compliance” rating is the highest given for its type of inspection.
“I’m so proud of our personnel in the group,” said Col. John Riordan,
595th SG commander. “You can’t get these type of ratings without a
sustained and demonstrated professionalism and dedication. From Vandenberg to Schriever, it was outstanding.”
UCIs are focused specifically on common core compliance areas, including intelligence oversight, transition assistance and voting assistance
programs. It also inspects mission areas such as logistics readiness and
contracting.
Airmen with 595th OSS took the lead in IG preparations by coordinating and reviewing all applicable programs with the 595 SG squadrons,
said Lt. Col. George Farfour, 595th OSS commander. The coordination
and review ensured everyone was prepared to present and demonstrate
595th SG’s compliance with current Air Force instructions and Department of Defense directives.

New task force brings future of MILSATCOM to 50th SW
by Senior Airman Jason Ridder
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
A new task force responsible for a smooth
transition to a new era in military satellite communications, was established Jan. 11 with a
ceremony in the 50th Operations Group Conference Room here.
The ceremony was the official stand-up of
the Military Satellite Communication Site Activation Task Force.
The SATAF is a detachment of the MILSATCOM Systems Wing (MCSW) and will be
based at Schriever.
During the ceremony, Col. John Hyten, 50th
Space Wing commander and Brig. Gen. Ellen

Pawlikowski, signed the official memorandums
of agreement establishing the task force.
The SATAF is composed of military and civilian personnel from the MCSW and is being
augmented by personnel from the 50th Space
Wing. It’s job is to transition major military satellite communications systems, or their major
modifications, from the acquisition community
to the operations community.
“The SATAF provides the expertise needed
to ease the handover of military satellite communication systems,” said Jerry Dowdy, MCSW
Operations Support Staff and SATAF member.
“It will greatly reduce the impact of the
transition process on the operational crews, allowing them to focus more fully on their opera-

tional duties and less on transition issues,” Mr.
Dowdy said.
The first system to take advantage of the
SATAF’s expertise will be the Wideband Global SATCOM system, scheduled to launch this
summer.
WGS will not be the only system the SATAF
helps to bring online, however.
“The Space and Missile System Center
MCSW will transition several new satellite
constellations to the 50th SW for many years to
come,” Mr. Dowdy said. “The SATAF staff will
be here to provide transition continuity from
one satellite launch to the next.”
The Advanced Extremely High Frequency
system is scheduled to come online after WGS.
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Commentary

Commander’s Hotline:

Commander addresses Dec. 20 snow call decision

Q: I was quite upset by the lateness of the base closure
decision on the morning of Dec. 20. Most of the schools
in the area had already made a decision not to open for the
day. The National Weather Service was warning about the
lull in the storm followed by blizzard conditions because
of high winds and heavy snow.
A: Thanks for using the hotline. Unfortunately, this
time I don’t have a very good response to your comments.
It was my call, and I misjudged the timing of the weather.
I apologize.
I take the safety of every individual at Schriever very
seriously. On Dec. 20, the weather forecast at 3 a.m.,
when we first made the call to open that morning, said
the blizzard wouldn’t arrive until after noon. As I drove
to work from up north at 6 a.m., the roads were fine. The
forecast had not changed as of 7 a.m., and the weather
here was still okay.
The blizzard hit at 8 a.m. as I stood outside to greet Air
Force Space Command commander Gen. Kevin Chilton
and his wife at the Joint National Integration Center. I
decided to send people home 20 minutes later, including
General and Mrs. Chilton. We were a little bit ahead of
the other Front Range bases in sending people home—but
only because we are the furthest east and that was the
direction the storm came from, so it hit us first. The other
bases had the same weather forecast as we did.
When you live in Colorado, eventually the weather will
surprise you. The only good news is that the folks who left
that day were able to get home safely—although many of

www.schriever.af.mil

Street Talk

CC addresses snow call, 4-way stop
The Commander’s Hotline is your direct link to Col.
John Hyten, 50th Space Wing commander. It provides a
way for people to obtain information and assistance in
making Schriever a better place to work. Before e-mailing
a Commander’s Hotline question or comment, check with
the list of agencies at the bottom of this page to resolve
any problems. If this fails, send an e-mail to: Commander’s Gram Hotline, commgramhl@schriever.af.mil. Include your name, rank, duty section and phone number. As
appropriate, the issue will be published in a future edition
of the Satellite Flyer.

Satellite Flyer

the commanders and critical personnel, myself included,
were stuck out here for a couple of days because we didn’t
get out of here in time to beat the storm.
Please be sure that we take both your safety and the
weather very seriously. We want to ensure we meet our
mission responsibilities and deliver a good day’s work for
the taxes our nation’s citizens pay.
Nonetheless, we don’t want our folks traveling in
dangerous weather, so I’ll close the base if conditions
demand.
We’ll do everything we can to avoid the situation we
all experienced the morning of December 20—but I cannot guarantee that we will always get the weather forecast
right. Again, my apologies.

What do you enjoy
about SnoFest!!!?

Joti Reeser

50th Space Wing

“It has to be the
National Standard
Race course, ski
and snowboard race
and the cardboard
derby.”

Hotline revisits Irwin-Enoch road intersection

Q: There doesn’t seem to be much progress on the
four-way stop at Irwin and Enoch roads since a commander’s hotline published in the March 9, 2006, Satellite
Flyer. Can someone explain why an interim solution of
taking two stop signs down can’t be done?
A: Thank you for your concern with the traffic flow at
Enoch and Irwin Road. Our response provided March 9
identified the need for a major change to the Irwin-Enoch
intersection. This change involves moving the entire intersection westward to create a safe distance from the intersection of Irwin and Hahn roads. A project to accomplish
this work is currently programmed, and we will evaluate
work priorities in the near future to determine an expected
year for funding and construction.
In the meantime, our traffic engineer has evaluated
the situation in this area and has recommended that we
leave all stop signs in place for safety purposes until this
intersection is moved.
The largest contributing factor to morning flow disruption is when a vehicle on southbound Enoch Road
attempts to make a left hand turn into the West Parking
Lot. Our plan is to close the Enoch Road southbound lane
during the busiest hours from 5:30 to 7:30 a.m. for a onemonth test period beginning April 1. During that timeframe, our traffic engineer will reevaluate the situation for
feasibility.

Staff Sgt.
Anthony Grubb

50th Space Communications Squadron

“Hanging out and
snowboarding with
all the people I work
with.”

Master Sgt.
Kent Snow

50th Operations
Group

“The skiing, the
camaraderie and the
parties—it’s a mini
family vacation.”

1st Lt. Jeff Koch

50th OG .
Standardization and
Evaluations

“I like the discounts
on lodging, the free
stuff they hand out,
the racing and the
camaraderie.”

Staff Sgt. Lance
Tressler
50th SW Chaplain
Service Team

“Skiing under the
fireworks and ice
skating.”
photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Vehicles turning left from Enoch Road onto Irwin Road are the largest contributor to traffic disruption on Irwin
Road. The 50th Civil Engineer Squadron here will close the southbound lane of Enoch Road weekdays from 5:30
to 7:30 a.m. beginning April 1 to evaluate whether the change improves traffic flow on Irwin Road.
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Col. John Hyten, 50th Space Wing Commander

Commander’s Hotline

E-mail: CommGramHL@Schriever.af.mil
Schriever’s Commander’s
Hotline is brought to the base by
Col. John Hyten, 50th Space Wing
commander.
It provides a communication
tool for people to obtain information and assistance in making
Schriever a better place to work.
Colonel Hyten asks that, before
you e-mail the Commander’s
Hotline, please try to resolve your
problem through the responsible
agencies listed here.

AFOSI...........................................567-5049
Chaplain........................................567-3705
Child Development Center............567-4742
Clinic.............................................567-4455
Civilian Personnel.........................567-5799
Contracting....................................567-3800
Finance..........................................567-2009
Fitness Center................................567-6628
Inspector General..........................567-3764
Law Enforcement Desk.................567-5642
Military Personnel.........................567-5900
Public Affairs................................567-5040
Safety............................................567-4236
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Schriever firefighters respond to Hwy. 94 accident



by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Schriever firefighters responded to a three-vehicle accident on State Highway 94 and Blarney Road
shortly after 8 a.m. Monday.
The cause of the accident was a combination of
low visibility and unsafe driving for conditions, according to Schriever Fire Department and Colorado
State Patrol officials.
None of the vehicles’ occupants were injured
in the accident, said Mark Captain, assistant chief
of fire prevention here. Everyone involved signed
waivers declining medical treatment.
The Colorado State Patrol also responded.
Trooper Lee Oly arrived at the scene of the accident
and issued a citation to the rearmost driver for following too closely.
Most of Schriever’s more than 6,000 employees
commute along 10 miles of Highway 94 between
Marksheffel and Enoch roads.
The highway has two lanes along most of its
stretch with an eastbound passing lane on Corral
Bluffs between Blarney and Franceville Coal Mine
roads.
Visibility shortly after sunrise is typically reduced for eastbound drivers. Fog this morning
combined with the sun’s glare to reduce visibility
to almost zero.
Drivers should maintain at least one car length
of distance for every 10 mph in speed so they have
time to compensate sudden slowdowns in traffic,
Mr. Captain said.
Trooper Oly recommended keeping a safe distance and observing posted speed limits.
“When visibility decreases, your speed should
decrease as well,” he said. “Unfortunately, too many
people think the speed limit is mandatory, at a minimum, and not that it is actually the fastest, safest
speed one can drive under optimum conditions.”

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Firefighters from Schriever respond Monday to a three-vehicle accident at the crest of Corral Bluffs on State Highway
94. Early-morning sunlight and fog reduced visibility to almost zero. Mark Captain of the Schriever Fire Department and
Colorado State Patrol Trooper Lee Oly remind drivers to reduce their speed when visibility is poor.

Winning Smiles For Everyone!
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EXPERIENCED, CARING
AND GENTLE

Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

597-9737

SAME DAY
EMERGENCY CARE

www.powersdentalgroup.com
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Well done!

Col. Merrily Madero, 50th
Mission Support Group
commander, presents
Luina Tuiava with a 50th
MSG coin at the Schriever Shopette Jan. 18. Ms.
Tuiava helped prevent an
alleged incident of theft at
the Shopette Jan. 16.

photo by Senior Airman Jason Ridder

Latest revision signed to space operations doctrine

SBIRS Instructor Profile
Staff Sgt. Narciso Bautista

by Lt. Col. Mary-Claire McCarthy
Headquarters Air Force Doctrine Center

Q. How long have you been in the Air Force and in the space
career field? Also, how long have you been with the 460th Space
Wing?
A. I’ve been in the Air Force nine years and spent six years in
space. I’ve been with the 460th Space Wing more than four years.
Q. Why did you join the Air Force?
A. Three of my family members were also in the Air Force, so I
joined to follow the tradition and make something out of my life.
Q. What material do you teach for the SBIRS course?
A. I teach the mission management course.
Q. What are some of your off-duty hobbies or activities?
A. I enjoy hanging out with my family.
Q. What’s the most valuable thought or insight you want to
pass on to your students?
A. There’s always something to learn, and passing your knowledge
and experience to the students just makes their job easier and better.

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. — Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley has
approved the latest revision to Air Force Doctrine
Document 2-2, “Space Operations,” outlining the
operations of space power.
This latest revision updates Air Force space doctrine based on recent operational experience, General
Moseley said.
“As a keystone doctrine document, it emphasizes
the force multiplying and enabling nature of space
operations,” the general said.
“It is our job as Airmen to operate and organize
space forces based on the premises articulated in this
doctrine,” he added.
Some of the document’s highlights include the
definition of the space coordinating authority, the
joint force air and space component commander’s
role as the supported commander for counterspace

460th Operations Group Detachment 1
Mission management operator instructor

Sun Salutes
Our Troops
Military
Discounts
Available

Best Prices
in Colorado
For Years
Running

operations and the responsibilities of the director of
space forces.
The document describes space integration considerations for planners based on observations during
recent military operations, and explains the space air
and space operations center, which now operates as
the joint space operations center.
Space forces support the joint force-intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance; command and control; positioning, navigation and timing; weather services; counterspace; communications; and spacelift.
Airmen trained in the operation and employment of
space operational concepts and forces integrate air
and space power with joint forces on a daily basis.
This space operations doctrine has been updated
significantly since the previous publication of AFDD
2-2 in 2001. It describes the integration of space
power across the range of military operations. Specifically, it recommends a command and control
construct for space operations found to be extremely
effective in recent operations.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
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• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall
TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

;L;HOED;:;I;HL;I7
I;9ED:9>7D9;

SUN HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Colorado’s Oldest Harley Dealer
8858 Pearl St. • Thornton, CO 80229
303-287-7567
www.sunharleydavidson.com

DEJJEC;DJ?ED7<?HIJ
]_l[$lebkdj[[h$
mmm$JI79I$eh]-'/$,),$)./'

Satellite Flyer

Jan. 25, 2007

www.schriever.af.mil

JA: Participation in
hate groups forbidden

JPADS continues evolution
of precision airdrop tech.
by Tech. Sgt. Scott Sturkol
Air Mobility Warfare Center Public Affairs
FORT DIX, N.J. — Since October 2005, the
Air Mobility Warfare Center here has partnered
in an effort to revolutionize the way the Air
Force does its airlift airdrops in the expeditionary environment and around the globe with the
Joint Precision Air Drop System initiative.
“This is a revolution in the way air mobility supports the war fighter,” said Maj. Gen.
David Gray, AMWC commander. “We want to
save lives and win the war. This will help us get
there.”
In November 2005, AMC opened a JPADS
“Tiger Team” that included representation from
dozens of agencies at command headquarters,
especially the Combat Operations Division and
Plans and Programs, as well as people from the
Air Mobility Battlelab and the Air Force Mobility Weapons School.
The team’s work paid off when the first combat airdrop using JPADS took place over Afghanistan Aug. 31. The effort placed the team a
day ahead of their goal for combat operability,
said Maj. Dan DeVoe, AMWC project officer for
JPADS. Major DeVoe deployed to Afghanistan
in 2006 as part of the mobile training team establishing system operations in theater.
“I’m proud of how far we’ve come and how
fast we got there,” General Gray said.
The system is a high-altitude, all-weather
capable, GPS-guided, precision airdrop system
that provides increased control upon release
from the aircraft.

by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

“When you can complete airdrops at higher
altitudes for example, it keeps the aircraft and
aircrews out of range of the enemy and safer,”
Major DeVoe said.
“Additionally, with the ability to precisely
drop bundles to multiple, small drop zones,
JPADS brings an entirely new capability to the
war fighter while saving lives and resources in
the process,” he continued.
Traditional airdrops by Air Force airlifters
such as the C-130 Hercules and C-17 Globemaster III are at altitudes of anywhere between 400
and 1,000 feet. With JPADS, those same airlift
aircraft can guide air drop bundles from as high
as 25,000 feet.
As of December 2006, Airmen have completed 120 ICDS airdrops and nine JPADS airdrops,
delivering more than 1,000 bundles to troops on
the ground.
Major DeVoe said combat operations using
JPADS will continue to grow.
“This has been successful in Afghanistan and
soon we hope it will be further utilized in the
Iraq theater of operations,” he said.
Precision airdrops could eventually lessen the
amounts of convoys military forces undertake in
both Iraq and Afghanistan, the major said.
“Fewer convoys means less exposure to improvised explosive devices and other hazards
troops face on the roads,” Major DeVoe said.
“That translates to saving lives.”
JPADS has been tested and deployed successfully in the 2,000-pound range, Major DeVoe
said. He expects further testing to airdrop bundles, eventually weighing up to 60,000 pounds.

Airmen who “actively participate” in hate groups face disciplinary
action under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, the 50th Space Wing
judge advocate said.
“Illegal discrimination runs counter to our core values, fosters divisive behavior and destroys morale and good order and discipline,” said
Lt. Col. Michael Hoversten.
“You are probably well aware that illegal discrimination is prohibited in the Air Force. What you should be aware of is that active participation in a group that illegally discriminates is also prohibited,” Colonel
Hoversten added.
Illegal discrimination is any action that results in unequal treatment
of individuals based on race, creed, color, religion, national origin or
gender.
Hate groups are groups that practice any form of illegal discrimination.
Active participation covers activities such as fund raising, organizing
support for or participating in public demonstrations or training in support of the organization.
Posting handouts, displaying group symbols or recruiting others may
also be considered active participation.
Department of Defense Directive 1325.6, “Guidelines for Handling
Dissent and Protest Activities Among Members of the Armed Forces,”
explicitly prohibits servicemembers from such participation in groups
that illegally discriminate, Colonel Hoversten said.
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley recently reminded
commanders of the policy. Locally, the Judge Advocate office has posted base bulletins to raise the awareness of Schriever personnel.
Although mere membership in such an organization is not prohibited, such membership must be considered in rating and assigning a
servicemember, the colonel said.
“Commanders and supervisors at all levels should weigh the fact of
such membership along with other surrounding facts and circumstances
... when making recommendations or rating a servicemember,” he said.
Airmen should be familiar with the goals or objectives of groups
with which they associate and determine whether those groups conflict
with their core values, Colonel Hoversten said.
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)TS THE WAY WE DO BUSINESS

WOODMEN HILLS
“The Georgetown”

11820 Royal Portrush Ct., 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, 3 car garage, 2 story garden
level stucco home. Main level master. Fireplace in master. Formal dining
room. Second story loft. Unﬁnished basement. Finished sq. ft. 2442/total 3978.
$322,409 • Available Now

PRONGHORN MEADOWS

3869 Pemberton, 5 bd, 3ba, hardwood ﬂoors in entry
and kitchen, A/C, on walkout lot. Home can close in
5 days with approved lending!
$266,804 • Available Now

NO PHOTO AVAILABLE

CLAREMONT RANCH
“The Middleton”

1796 Dewhirst, 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath, 2 car garage, full ﬁnished
basement, sprinkler stub, central air!
$230,450 • Available Now

MeeZc[d>_bbi
''/+(HeoWb9ekdjo:emdHeWZ
*/+#*(,MeeZc[dC[h_Z_Wd

Fhed]^ehdC[WZemi
)-&(Fhed]^ehdC[WZemi9_hYb[
+-&#-()(
CWhaI^[\\[bD$9Wh[\h[[

CREEK TERRACE
“The Ian Point”

733 Harvest Field Way, $237,100
4 bed, 3 1/2 bath, 2 car garage, 4 level,
stucco with tile roof, ﬁnished basement.
Available Now
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Appliance Package Included in All Our Homes: Refrigerator w/Ice Maker, Smooth Top Range, Hood & Fan, Dishwasher, Washer & Dryer
With One Of Our Preferred Lenders Builder Pays All Closing Costs
Visit our Show Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm Sunday 1-5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com
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Prices
from
the low
$200’s
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Missile warning, defense course
to launch 2nd prototype Monday
by Clem Morris
National Security Space Institute
Space Tactics School
COLORADO SPRINGS — The National Security Space Institute will conduct the second prototype of the Missile
Warning and Defense Advanced Course
in Colorado Springs Monday.
The eight-week course is designed to
create experts in the missile warning and
defense mission area.
The course will provide in-depth education on missile warning and defense
with a focus on space-based warning assets.
Topics include sensor physics; enemy
threat systems; warning architectures;
air-, land-, sea- and space-based sensors;
missile warning; and missile defense operations centers, warning processes and
tactics.
The Missile Warning and Defense Advanced Course is the only course in Air
Force Space Command that provides a
comprehensive education on strategic and
theater missile warning assets, missile defense architecture and the assets that support the Ballistic Missile Defense System,
said Ruben Vargas, one of the course’s
lead instructors.
“Our students walk away from this
course armed with the knowledge they
need to intelligently advise military leaders on missile warning and defense issues,” Mr. Vargas said.
The course focuses on areas that emphasize acquisition, planning, operations
and sustainment concepts. Target students
are early- to mid-career space profession-

“Our students walk away from
this course armed with the
knowledge they need to intelligently advise military leaders
on missile warning and defense issues.”
— Roben Vargas
National Security Space Institute
als with a strong working knowledge of
missile warning and defense systems.
“I am honored and excited to have
been accepted to the course.” said Captain Andrew Wallace, 6th Space Warning
Squadron. “I hope to go back to my organization with an in-depth understanding
of the nation’s missile warning network
and share my enhanced knowledge with
the rest of the squadron.”
Selection for this course is competitive
with units world-wide submitting nominations. The eight students selected to attend
this iteration of the missile warning and
defense course include space professionals from Schriever, Peterson and Buckley
Air Force bases.
The mission of the NSSI is to be the
Department of Defense center of excellence for space education throughout the
national security space community.
The NSSIr researches, develops and
provides world-class instruction of space
system technologies, capabilities, operational concepts, acquisitions and tactics.
This education provides space power
training required to prepare war fighters
for joint military operations.

567-7341
or 567-3920

392-4231
• 5 excellent dentists to choose from
• The dental center for ALL your dental needs from
children to grandparents and everyone in between
• Accepts retired & active duty dental insurance
• Conveniently located to Ft. Carson, Schriever AFB
and Peterson AFB
• Across the street from Fountain Safeway

6980 Mesa Ridge Parkway • Fountain, CO 80817
www.mesaridgedental.com
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From ‘Master of the Sky’ to Master of Space:

1970s herald reorganization, new aircraft
by Randy Saunders
50th Space Wing Historian
Editor’s note: As the Air Force prepares to celebrate
its 60th anniversary in September, a look back at the 50th
Space Wing’s journey is appropriate. Over the next 12
months, the Satellite Flyer will publish articles describing
the wing’s distinguished past. This is the fifth article in the
series.
As the Cold War neared the end of its third decade,
changes faced the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing. In July 1974,
U.S. Air Forces in Europe implemented a reorganization
plan that replaced the chief of maintenance with a deputy commander. In addition, a new deputy commander for
logistics assumed managerial control of transportation,
comptroller and procurement functions previously assigned
to the combat support group.
In 1975, the wing’s 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron
incorporated laser-guided bombs into its inventory. The
50th TFW also hosted seven F-106 Delta Darts from the
5th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron at Minot Air Force Base,
N.D., for a brief period. This marked the first deployment
of an Air Defense Command unit to USAFE’s theater.
The 50th TFW controlled F-106s and crews while at
Hahn Air Base, Germany. During their deployment, the 5th
Fighter Interceptor Squadron’s jets and crews participated
in Exercise Cold Fire. The wing also began providing baselevel support to the 6911th Security Squadron (Mobile)
when that unit activated at Hahn AB in July 1975.
USAFE began an extensive reorganization and aircraft
realignment program in 1976 that eventually led to the end
of the F-4D era at Hahn AB. The 50th TFW’s new aircraft,
the F-4E, added more strength to the unit’s punch and
boasted improved air-to-air capability. The F-4E included
a nose-mounted Vulcan cannon that had not been designed
into earlier models.
The wing also gained a replacement unit for 81st TFS,
which previously had been detached to the 86th TFW. The

photo courtesy of Randy Saunders

A 50th Tactical Fighter Wing F-4E Phantom is displayed in a hangar alongside the variety of munitions with
which it could be loaded. The 50th TFW added laser-guided bombs to its inventory in 1975.

Nov. 15, 1976 activation of 313th TFS reunited two of the
50th Fighter Group’s original World War II units—the 10th
and 313th Fighter Squadrons.
As the conversion to the F-4E continued, the wing began testing USAFE’s version of the Air Force’s Production
Oriented Maintenance Organization Jan. 10, 1977. The
Tactical Aircraft Maintenance System sought to improve
the structure of the maintenance organization, improve
mission ready rates for assigned aircraft, and to improve
sortie production capabilities.

The test culminated in Exercise Salty Rooster, which
would judge the new maintenance programs’ effectiveness
in meeting wartime sortie demands. The 50th TFW participated in Salty Rooster, held in April 1978, flying 2,771 sorties in 13 days. During the exercise, 50th TFW air crews
met or exceeded all planned objectives.
USAFE commander Gen. William Evans believed that
Salty Rooster aptly demonstrated POMO’s effectiveness,
and he ordered its implementation throughout the command in June 1978.

HP Federal Open Source
Workshop Series
February 6, 2007
Colorado Springs, CO
Antler's Hilton, CO Springs
February 8, 2007
Courtyard Marriott Old Town
Colorado Springs, CO
February 15, 2007
Radisson Hotel
(Downtown Market)
San Antonio, TX
March 6, 2007
Marriott Waterside (Downtown)
Norfolk, VA
March 8, 2007
Doubletree Hotel, Crystal City
Washington, DC

HP invites you to meet the experts and discover how the new HP c-Class
BladeSystems and Red Hat Enterprise Linux provide the trusted solution for your
most demanding IT challenges in the Federal space. Come learn how you can save
up to 33% on total power costs and speed up vital response time. Experience live
demos, discover new possibilities in the world of Open Source and talk one-on-one
with the pros.
Now you can easily stay in control of your infrastructure and your budget. HP’s new
c-Class BladeSystem features:
• Cost-Savvy: The consolidated design is more cost-efficient than conventional IT
design.
• Change-Ready: HP Virtual Connect and our modular system approach make it
easier to adapt to change.
• Energy-Thrifty: HP Thermal Logic technology optimizes efficiency by managing
power and cooling.
• Time-Smart: HP Insight Control helps you manage a pre-integrated, automated
infrastructure – even saving you up to 75% on service costs.
• And with Red Hat Enterprise Linux, you can gain the performance and flexibility to
meet your agency's needs.

Agenda
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast and Registration

8:00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.

HP Presentation C-Class Blades Technology, power and cooling, management, and customer
experiences; all coupled with other relative topic highlights.

8:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Red Hat Enterprise Linux with BladeSystems

9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.

BREAK

9:45 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Security Presentation
10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Hands-on workshop. See how to:
• Configure the new c-Class Bladesystem enclosure
• Deploy and manage blades with HP Insight Control Linux Edition
and HP System Insight Manager
• Discuss with the experts
12:00 p.m. - 12:15 p.m. Closing remarks
For further information and locations, please call 866-474-6864
OR visit: hp.com/go/linuxbladeshow07 today!
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Bench Press Contest Results
Female – Middleweight
Sunny Norwood		
Brenda Lewis		

4th SOPS		
50th CONS		

165 pounds
160 pounds

4th SOPS		
50th MSG		
MCOM			

325 pounds
245 pounds
235 pounds

4th SOPS		
4th SOPS		
2nd SOPS		
4th SOPS		

275 pounds
275 pounds
225 pounds
205 pounds

2nd SOPS		
4th SOPS		
50th SCS		
4th SOPS		
2nd SOPS		
4th SOPS		
22nd SOPS		
50th SCS		

340 pounds
325 pounds
320 pounds
305 pounds
300 pounds
295 pounds
285 pounds
225 pounds

Male – Lightweight
Zachary Warakomski
Bing Hack		
Chris Metzgar		

Male – Middleweight
Louis Colburn		
Nate Tueting		
Paul Lang		
Corey Smith		

Male – Heavyweight

photo by Emma Hopkins

Nate Tueting, 4th Space Operations Squadron, presses 255 pounds during the Schriever Bench
Press Competition here Friday. Schriever’s 17 competitors pressed more than 4,500 pounds total.

Tyler Cates		
Phillip Morgan		
Andrew Powell		
Tyler Kimes		
Aaron Ressler		
Norm Newsome		
Jeremy White		
Paul Bogumil		

LAUNDRYTIME
Murray Plaza Cleaners
(Platte & Fountain)

NOW OPEN
You Pick Coupon of

$1 OFF DRY CLEANING
or
$1 OFF DROP OFF LAUNDRY

 

 



Expires: February 28, 2007

 

 

Gentle Dental Care

   

Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

 

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)
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As a junior Airman, he nearly found himself kicked out
of the Air Force. A senior NCO turned his career around.
Now, the superintendent of the 50th Security Forces Squadron
Operations Flight looks back as he prepares to sew on the rank of ...
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
A lot of things have changed in the security forces
career field since 1981. The name of the career field has
changed, the job description has grown considerably, and
Airmen have taken on more and more responsibility at
increasingly junior ranks.
Senior Master Sgt. Micheal Robinson, superintendent
of the 50th Security Forces Squadron Operations Flight,
has watched Air Force security forces transform, and he
has transformed with it—from an “undisciplined” trainee
that came close to being kicked out to Schriever’s next
chief master sergeant.
Sergeant Robinson, a native of New Orleans, first
joined the Air Force in March 1981 when paying for college made his blood run thin.
“I couldn’t afford to stay in college—I was donating
blood to pay tuition, and I was running out of blood,” the
chief selectee said and laughed. “So I went down, took the
test and signed up.”
Signing up was easy. Basic training wasn’t.
“It was tough for me because I was very undisciplined,” he recalled. “I started off as a squad leader, but
my military training instructor fired me because she said I
had too much ‘soul’ in my march.”
The MTI threatened on several occasions to wash thenAirman Robinson back into an earlier week of training;
fortunately, that never happened. After basic training and
an enjoyable time at technical school, a young Airman
Robinson went to Sembach Air Base, Germany, for his
first assignment.
Sembach AB was where Sergeant Robinson faced a
turning point early in his career. He credits Master Sgt.
Arnette Keese with turning his Air Force career around.
“Sergeant Keese was a supply NCO at my first base,”
Sergeant Robinson recalled. “At one point, he pulled me
in and pinned me up against the wall and asked me, ‘What
is your problem, son? You have so much potential, and
you’re blowing it.’
“That was the first time I think in my life that I thought,
‘Wow—somebody thinks I have potential?’ From that
point on, I turned around my career. I was young, but
that’s when I realized I actually have potential,” he said.
He last heard from Sergeant Keese in 1982, but he still
thinks about the senior NCO periodically.
Sergeant Robinson served with several other units,
including the 50th Security Police Squadron at Hahn AB,
Germany.
Sergeant Robinson said his best job was an assignment
as NCO in charge of the supreme allied commander’s
personal security detail in Shape, Belgium. Now-retired
Army Gen. Wesley Clark was one of Sergeant Robinson’s
bosses there.
During Sergeant Robinson’s career, three Air Force
specialties—combat arms training manager, law enforcement and security—merged into one. He’s also seen more
responsibility move into the hands of lower-ranking Airmen.
“Airmen are pulling response force leader positions,
which are positions normally held for staff sergeants or
technical sergeants,” Sergeant Robinson said. “It’s the
same thing for security controllers and alarm monitors.
We have one-stripers here pulling those positions—those
are the heartbeat of what we do everyday.
“Back in my day, you were lucky if you got to do that
by the time you were a staff sergeant. That is a lot of
responsibility.
“I was a staff sergeant, and they only let me be a
response force member at one point. Today, you have
staff sergeants pulling flight chief, being responsible for
the whole shift, which has traditionally been a master
sergeant’s job,” Sergeant Robinson continued.
Airmen also face supervisory responsibilities at more
junior ranks—staff sergeants and sometimes senior airmen
just out of Airman Leadership School end up supervising
as many as five or six lower-ranking Airmen, Sergeant
Robinson said.
“If you graduate from ALS on Friday, in this squadron
you’ll get off Saturday and Sunday. When you get into
work Monday, the changes of reporting official are already
cut, and you’re supervising three to five troops right away.
Back then, you had several years under your belt before

photo illustration by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Chief Master Sgt. Clarence Moore congratulates Senior Master Sgt. Micheal Robinson on his selection to chief
Friday. Sergeant Robinson, Operations Flight chief for the 50th Security Forces Squadron here, joined the Air
Force in March 1981. Chief Moore is the 50th Space Wing command chief.

you were given the responsibility of supervising anybody,
and then you only had one or maybe two troops.”
Even though expectations are higher, Airmen are stepping up.
“I think in security forces, we have some of the hardest-working troops,” he said. “They probably have experienced more challenges than most Airmen coming in the
Air Force today—the high ops tempo, shortage in manning, long hours. But overall, our troops are dedicated;
they’re willing to do the job. Overall, they’ve definitely
met the challenge.”
Sergeant Robinson’s goals as a chief are simple: be the
best chief he can be, be a chief to all Airmen and make a
difference as chiefs who came before have made a difference in his career.
“I give a lot of credit to Chief Master Sgt. Timothy
Dickens and Chiefs Moore—Chief Master Sgt. Clarence
Moore and his wife, Chief Master Sgt. Mercedes Moore,”
he said. “Chief Moore and his wife—particularly his
wife—really got on me about finishing one class (for my
Community College of the Air Force degree), and what a
difference it made.”
He also credits the Airmen and NCOs with whom he
works as being instrumental in his progression to chief.
“For many, many years, I’ve been in charge of something. I’ve been NCOIC of this, or I’ve been the flight
chief of that. I had troops working for me, and I couldn’t
have done this without them. Those troops are the ones
who did the work—and while I made sure they got recognized and got credit, I also got recognized and got credit
for it. I made this stripe on the shoulders of ... giants.”
Evident in the warm tone of Sergeant Robinson’s voice
is his compassion—his empathy—for the Airmen he
works with. They’re not just his squadron; they’re family.

“I tell you, my troops—my troops—these troops made
such a difference for me. All of them,” he said. “I can
never take credit for this because all the awards I’ve won,
all the great enlisted performance reports I’ve had—it’s
been the work that my troops have done. I can’t overemphasize that.”
That care comes across to his troops as well. Master
Sgt. Amy Majercik, 50th SFS NCOIC of operations, has
worked for Sergeant Robinson for about two years.
“He’s awesome,” Sergeant Majercik said. “He’s a great
person as a whole. If there were anything I ever needed, I
know I could ask him, and he’d be there fore me. I know
that’s not just true for me, too—a lot of other people in the
squadron feel that way as well.
“The job is really hectic, but he seems to be able to
make it all make sense and get everyone going down the
right path,” she said.
Airmen who want to make chief should decide early
and work hard toward making that rank, Sergeant Robinson said.
“Learn all that you can, work hard and give your all,”
he said. “We talk about devotion to duty and dedication and loyalty. I think if you have all those things, it’s
inevitable that you’re going to produce nothing but good
results.”
He summed up his most important advice with the Air
Force core values.
“When I really think about it, I would encourage all
Airmen coming into the Air Force—before they come
in—to already have integrity, and service before self,
putting others before them, and that they want nothing but
the best out of all that they do,” he said. “If you have those
three things, you can have an extremely successful Air
Force career. I really believe that ... I really do.”
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Get out and go!
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Whether you’re new to the area
or simply looking for something
different to do, the Colorado Springs
area has a wealth of fun and low-cost
activities at your disposal.
You can find a detailed list of sites
and descriptions on the Schriever
Web site’s “Newcomers Information” section, under “Get Out and
Go!” Here are a few of the local attractions to get you warmed up.
Cheyenne Canyon
The North Canyon includes Helen
Hunt Falls and entry to High Drive
above the city. Located in southwest
Colorado Springs. Take Cheyenne
Boulevard from South Tejon Street
and drive southwest until you meet

photo by Senior Airman Amanda Delisle

A giraffe at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo smiles for the camera. A hands-on exhibit at the
zoo lets visitors feed and pet the giraffes. The zoo’s herd is composed of 19 giraffes.

the junction of the two canyons.
U.S. Olympic Training Center
If you want to see where some
of the world’s best athletes train for
Olympic competition, you’ll enjoy
the U.S. Olympic Training Center.
The USOTC is located on land
that was occupied by Ent Air Force
Base until 1978.
In 1996 and 1997, the USOTC
expanded, adding a sports medicine
and sport science center, a dining
hall and two residence halls. The
campus also houses the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame.
Olympic Visitor Center staff offer
free public tours daily on a yearround basis. For more information,
call the visitors center at 632-5551
or visit www.usoc.org/12181_19096.
htm.

photo by Senior Airman Jason Ridder

If baseball is your sport of choice, the Colorado Sky Sox offers discounted admission rates and regular specials for servicemembers.

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Gold Camp Road first opened in 1901 as the Colorado Springs and Cripple Creek District Railway. The last passenger train operated Sept. 1, 1920. In 1924, it reopened as a toll road for automobiles. Today, 8.5 miles of the scenic route from North Cheyenne Canyon Road to Old Stage Road is closed to automobiles.

