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News Briefs

AFAF starts Monday

Schriever’s 2007 Air
Force Assistance Fund campaign will begin Monday
and continue through
May 4.
The campaign provides
Airmen an opportunity to
contribute to any of four
official Air Force charitable
organizations.
For more information,
contact 2nd Lt. Jaclyn Carman or Master Sgt. Randal
Costlow, 50th Space Communications Squadron, at
567-5320 or 567-4681.

Spring Fling is coming
The 50th Services Division is looking for volunteers to help with Spring
Fling, which will take place
March 31 at the Main Fitness Center here.
Volunteers will help set
up the Fitness Center March
29 and 30 from 8 a.m. to
noon.
They will also assist
guests the day of the event
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information,
contact the Outdoor Recreation Office at 567-6050.

FIP registration required
Anyone who wishes to
enroll in a Fitness Improvement Program class must
register at least 24 hours
in advance by calling the
Main Fitness Center here at
567-6628.
Classes are held at the
Fitness Center daily from
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Nat’l Space Symposium
needs shift volunteers
The 23rd National Space
Symposium needs volunteers for its next event April
9 to 12.
Individuals who volunteer for a four-hour shift
earn a complimentary pass
to the exhibit center and one
symposium session.
For more information,
visit www.nationalspacesymposium.org.
To volunteer, contact
Tech. Sgt. Mark Obert,
National Reconnaissance
Office Operations Squadron,
at 567-7791.
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for stories and photos.

New commander joins 50th MSG team
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
The chief of Financial Analysis for Pacific
Air Forces at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii,
became the new 50th Mission Support Group
commander Friday in a change-of-command
ceremony outside the DeKok Building here.
Col. Ottis Hutchinson Jr. succeeds Col. Merrily Madero, who will become the 17th Training Wing vice commander at Goodfellow AFB,
Texas.
“If you can’t tell yet that I’m excited about
being here today, just wait,” Colonel Hutchinson said. “I get the opportunity to command
once again—and as many of you know, there’s
no greater job in the Air Force than to be a commander.”
Colonel Hutchinson’s previous assignments
include deputy director of staff and executive
officer to the vice commander at Headquarters
Air Force Space Command, commander of the
18th Comptroller Squadron at Kadena Air Base,
Japan, and wing comptroller and mission support squadron commander for the 435th Airlift
Wing at Rhein-Main AB, Germany.
Col. John Hyten, 50th Space Wing commander, worked with Colonel Hutchinson at
AFSPC in 2003.
“Let me assure you that the Air Force has
selected the right person to assume the mantel of 50th MSG commander,” Colonel Hyten
said. “Schriever is gaining a great leader, a great
comptroller, a great officer and a great family
today.”
Colonel Hutchinson entered the Air Force in
1983 as a distinguished graduate of Air Force
ROTC at California State University in Fresno,
Calif.
His awards and decorations include five
Meritorious Service Medals, two Air Force
Commendation Medals, an Air Force Achievement Medal, two Air Force Outstanding Unit
Awards and three Air Force Organizational Excellence Awards.
His professional military education includes

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Col. Ottis Hutchinson accepts the 50th Mission Support Group guidon from Col. John
Hyten during a change of command Friday. Colonel Hutchinson succeeded Col. Merrily
Madero as 50th MSG commander. Colonel Hyten is 50th Space Wing commander.

Air War College by residence, Air Command
and Staff College and the Professional Military
Comptroller School at Maxwell AFB, Ala., and
the Comptroller Staff Officer course at Sheppard AFB, Texas.
The colonel holds a master of science degree
in management from Troy State University,
Germany, and a bachelor’s degree in business
administration and management (quantitative
analysis) from California State University.
The 50th MSG is responsible for providing security, civil engineering, fire protection,
medical response, personnel, contracting, lo-

gistics and services support to more than 6,200
Schriever personnel. The group also manages
more than $600 million in contracts supporting
more than 4,000 personnel from the 50th Space
Wing.
“Your accomplishments to date are wellknown,” Colonel Hutchinson said to the audience. “I am honored to be your commander, and
I look forward to working with you each and
every day to make the mission happen.
“I will be there in front to provide you with
the leadership and support you need,” Colonel
Hutchinson concluded.

3rd SOPS Airman wins 14th AF award
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

An orbital analysis technician with the 3rd
Space Operations Squadron here won the 14th
Air Force Airman of the Year award for 2006.
If the previous statement seems like déjà vu,
it’s because Senior Airman Joshua Cobb was
also 14th Air Force Airman of the Quarter for
the first quarter of 2006.
“From the day he arrived, Airman Cobb has
focused his efforts on being the best space operator he can be,” said Lt. Col. William Bishop, 3rd
SOPS commander. “He worked very hard at his
mission-ready training and became an expert.”
Airman Cobb received the award during a
14th Air Force Awards Ceremony at Vandenberg
Air Force Base, Calif.
“I knew I was up for the award, but I was
surprised I won,” Airman Cobb said. “There are
many Airmen who do a lot of good things.”
photo by Alex Groves
Airman Cobb’s role as an orbital analyst is
to make sure Defense Satellite Communica- Senior Airman Joshua Cobb was named Airman of the Year in the 14th Air Force annual
tions System satellites stay in their designated awards competition recently. He will join other Airmen at Peterson Air Force Base April
locations and proper facing toward the Earth. 23 to 27 to be named one of Air Force Space Command’s Outstanding Airmen of the Year
see AWARD, page 3

nominees. Airman Cobb is an orbital analyst with the 3rd Space Operations Squadron here.
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Be prepared for 2007 riding season
Spring has sprung. For many bikers, the breezes are
warmer, and the trees and the flowers are in bloom.
However, that rumbling isn’t thunder from a spring
shower; it’s the roar of motorcycles returning to the road
for the 2007 riding season.
Whether you hit the road by yourself or join others for
a benefit ride, expo or motorcycle festival, don’t forget to
prepare yourself and your motorcycle for the new riding
season. Here are a few suggestions:
• Consider taking an experienced rider course.
This is a safe way to hone your rider skills and to learn
more about safely interacting in different traffic situations. This can be especially useful if you purchased a new
motorcycle in the off season.
• Wear a helmet and other protective gear.
Protective gear serves three purposes for motorcyclists.
It provides comfort and protection from the elements,
prevents injury and increases the biker’s visibility to other
motorists.
Helmets are the most important piece of safety equipment. Helmets that comply with Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard 218 save lives by preventing or reducing
head injuries in an accident.
Because many motorcycles don’t have windshields, riders must protect their eyes against insects, dirt, rocks and
other airborne matter. Even the wind can cause the eyes to
tear and blur vision. Choose good-quality goggles, glasses
with plastic or safety lenses or a helmet equipped with a
face shield.
Jackets should have long sleeves and be made of heavyweight, durable material such as leather or denim. Gloves
should be of a non-slip type so that you can firmly grip the
controls. Footwear should extend above the ankle.

What questions do you have
about base housing?
Staff Sgt.
Eva Austin
50th Security Forces
Squadron

“Why aren’t they
building a Base
Exchange and commissary first?”
photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Master Sgt. Michael McGrady dons safety gear before
getting on his motorcycle here Tuesday. Any motorcyclist on base must wear a helmet, reflective vest, a
jacket or long shirt, gloves, long pants and shoes that
cover the ankle. Sergeant McGrady is the Space Innovation and Development Center first sergeant.

• Make sure that your motorcycle is road-ready.
Check your tires’ pressure to make sure they are set
correctly. Inspect your motorcycle for loose chains, and
make sure that the clutch, brake and other control positions are set correctly. Check your headlights, taillights
and turn signals to make sure they’re working as well.
Following these simple guidelines will help you start
your 2007 riding season off on the right foot.
(Information courtesy of the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration.)

Want to save a life? Give blood
What if you could save someone’s
life without endangering your own?
Would you do it?
A few years ago, anonymous
blood donors saved a local woman’s
life. She had a medical crisis during
childbirth that nearly took her life and
ended up needing 250 pints of blood.
A year and a half later she completed
the 26.2 mile New York City Marathon.
Sixty percent of the US population
is eligible to donate blood, but only 5
percent do so each year. Some people
say they are afraid of needles or don’t
have the time.
We recently had a blood drive at
Schriever so that everyone could donate more conveniently. The turnout
was smaller than I’d expected; however, we did collect 67 pints of blood,
which can save up to 201 lives. We
also saved Memorial Hospital more
than $15,000, as they would have
usually had to pay local blood banks
$236 per pint.
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Street Talk

by Staff Sgt. Jason Bamberg
50th Space Wing Safety

by Airman 1st Class
Brianna Rowell
50th Space Communications
Squadron
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Unfortunately, this is still not
enough. Someone needs blood every
three weeks, and about 4.5 million
Americans would die each year without blood transfusions.
Donating blood is one of the easiest ways to make a huge difference
in others’ lives. If you give about an
hour out of your day, you could save
the lives of three strangers.
In the days following the attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001, around 500,000
people donated blood. Why should

we wait for another national crisis?
We all have loved ones deployed
right now, some of whom are getting
injured every day. Think how much
of a help it would be if we all donated
blood to be sent over there.
That’s exactly the opportunity we
will all receive soon. Fort Carson
will hold a blood drive today and
Friday that is specifically targeted at
deployed troops. Do all that you can
to help those who are giving their all
for you.

Staff Sgt. Jesse
Roberge
50th Logistics
Readiness Flight

“How long will it
be before we have
a commissary and
BX?”

Roxana Nasir
Child Development
Center

“How many units
will there be, and
will there be a park
where children can
play?”

Airman 1st Class
Kristina Robinson
50th Comptroller
Squadron

“Is there going to be
privatization?”

Why should I give blood?
• You get free juice and cookies.
• You will weigh less—one pint
less when you leave than when
you came in.
• It’s easy and convenient—it
only takes about an hour and you
can make the donation at a donor
center or at a mobile blood drive.
• It’s something you can
spare—most people have blood to
spare, yet there is still not enough
to go around.
• Nobody can ask you to do any

heavy lifting as long as you have
the bandage on. You can wear it
for as long as you like. It’s your
badge of honor.
• You will walk a little taller
afterwards—you will feel good
about yourself.
• You will be helping to ensure
that blood is there when you or
someone close to you may need it.
(Information from www.givelife.
org reprinted with permission from
the Red Cross.)
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Tech. Sgt.
Melissa Hargis
21st Medical Group

“Where will they
be built, and will
there be a commissary out here
also?”

Commander’s Hotline
E-mail: CommGramHL@Schriever.af.mil
Schriever’s Commander’s
Hotline is brought to the base by
Col. John Hyten, 50th Space Wing
commander.
It provides a communication
tool for people to obtain information and assistance in making
Schriever a better place to work.
Colonel Hyten asks that, before
you e-mail the Commander’s
Hotline, please try to resolve your
problem through the responsible
agencies listed here.

AFOSI ..........................................567-5049
Chaplain .......................................567-3705
Child Development Center...........567-4742
Clinic ............................................567-4455
Civilian Personnel ........................567-5799
Contracting...................................567-3800
Finance .........................................567-2009
Fitness Center...............................567-6628
Inspector General .........................567-3764
Law Enforcement Desk................567-5642
Military Personnel........................567-5900
Public Affairs ...............................567-5040
Safety ...........................................567-4236
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AWARD, from page 1

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Congratulations!
Col. John Hyten and Chief Master Sgt. Clarence Moore affix senior airman stripes to Airman 1st Class Rebecca Williams to celebrate her Below the Zone promotion to senior airman. Airman Williams, a contracting specialist with
the 50th Contracting Squadron here, credited her wingmen in 50th CONS for helping her win the early promotion.
Colonel Hyten is the 50th Space Wing commander; Chief Moore is the 50th SW command chief.

To do that, he and other orbital analysts schedule
changes of velocity and inclination as needed.
Airman Cobb is the first junior enlisted Airman to occupy a role in the shop.
“I really enjoy it,” he said. “It’s a different aspect of space operations, and it gives you a much
bigger picture.”
Airman Cobb joined the Air Force in August
2004 at age 23.
“I’d been working at a couple of different places and would stay at a job for a couple of years
before I went after something new,” he said.
He entered the Air Force under an open electronics option, hoping for a job in a technical
field.
“I ended up in space, which was fine because
I was looking into the space career field before I
joined,” he said.
Now that he lives in Colorado, Airman Cobb
said he still enjoys outdoor activities.
“I play a lot of soccer, I snowboard ... I love
hiking, mountain biking—anything and everything I can do out there,” he said.
He also volunteers occasionally for the High
Frontier Honor Guard, even though his tour of
duty ended in February.
“I had a lot of fun,” he said. “It was a nice
break from work. We had a team of about 10
people, and we really bonded together.”
Colonel Bishop said Airman Cobb’s drive
and dedication make him truly outstanding.
“Airman Cobb gives the Air Force his very
best every day,” Colonel Bishop said. “He personifies excellence in all we do.”
Airman Cobb will compete in Air Force Space
Command’s annual awards April 23 to 27. The
winners will compete for a position among the
12 Air Force Outstanding Airman of the Year.

Please
Recycle
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Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
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Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
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SAME DAY
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Women’s History Month:

4th SOPS NCO shares culture, professionalism
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Editor’s Note: As Schriever celebrates Women’s History Month, the Satellite Flyer will publish stories about
Schriever women who have recently returned from deployments supporting the Global War on Terrorism. This
is the first article in a three-part series.
A payload systems operator with the 4th Space Operations Squadron here wasn’t happy simply doing her job
when she deployed to Camp Lemonair, Djibouti. Instead,
Staff Sgt. Shanna King jumped at the chance to become
involved with the Djiboutian community.
Sergeant King maintained satellite and network communications while she was deployed. It was a full-time
job, comprising shifts every day of the week, and she
worked alongside counterparts from the other U.S. Armed
Forces as well as servicemembers from European and African nations.
“It was very eye-opening because you learn there’s not
just one way to do things,” she said. “You get to share
the expertise you have, so you’re basically learning from
someone and teaching them at the same time.”
Although servicemembers from European countries
are used to working alongside females, it was a new experience for some of the African nations’ servicemembers,
who were curious to learn more about Sergeant King.
“Being a female, I showed that a woman is just as equal
as far as our jobs are concerned,” Sergeant King said.
After work, she volunteered at a local orphanage three
times a week as part of an effort the camp chapel had put
together.
“We’d feed the babies and give them that one-on-one
time that they need,” she said. “They’re babies, and they
want that affection, so we’d show them a little love.”
Sergeant King also attended English discussions with
local high schools and college students, which helped
students improve their English skills while presenting a
more accurate view of American culture.

“We wanted to give them a better impression of who
we really are, as opposed to what they see on television,”
Sergeant King said.
Sergeant King has been stationed at Schriever since
2004. She joined the Air Force in 1997.
“I first joined because I saw being in the military as an
opportunity to have a paycheck and earn money while I
figured out what I wanted to do,” she said.
Though she didn’t plan on staying in when she joined,
she said she discovered that being in the military was a
good fit.
“It fits my personality and where I see myself fit in
with the Air Force structure and core values,” Sergeant
King said.
Her family and community background may have influenced her decision to stay in. Her father, a cousin and a
great-aunt have all had prior military experience, and her
brother is currently stationed at Hickam Air Force Base,
Hawaii. She described her hometown of Prattville, Ala.,
as a close-knit community with a sizeable military population.
Having returned from her deployment, Sergeant King
said she learned valuable lessons about foreign culture
even as she shared her American perspectives with others.
“Being able to experience a different culture—going
off the camp and actually interacting with the locals—
was amazing,” she said. “It opened up my eyes as an
American, not just an Airman ... to what we have that we
normally take for granted: our rights, privileges, freedoms
and our amenities.”
Sergeant King said she believes that only by learning
more about foreign culture can the United States win the
Global War on Terrorism.
“They (the students) have learned about our culture,
but we haven’t learned as much about their culture,” she
said. “In order for us to be able to combat terrorism, we
have to open our eyes to other cultures and understand
them better.”

Sun Salutes
Our Troops
Military
Discounts
Available

Best Prices
in Colorado
For Years
Running
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Staff Sgt. Shanna King, a payload systems operator with
the 4th Space Operations Squadron here, learned about
foreign culture while deployed to Djibouti in the Horn
of Africa. She shared her experience as a woman in the
military with members of foreign nations’ militaries.

The tools needed
to restore disaster-ravaged lives
aren’t always hammers
and nails.

The hurt of disaster cuts much deeper
than the eye can see. That’s why a caring touch
and understanding can sometimes be the most powerful tools of all.
When lives need rebuilding, The Salvation Army knows it takes much more
than the tools that come from the hardware store...it takes the tools that come
from the heart. So please give generously. Call 1-800-SAL-ARMY,
donate on-line or send your monetary contribution to:
National Disaster Fund
The Salvation Army National Headquarters
615 Slaters Lane Alexandria, VA 22313
W W W. S A LVAT I O N A R M Y U S A . O R G • N E E D K N O W S N O S E A S O N

LAUNDRYTIME
NOW 2 LOCATIONS

Murray Plaza Cleaners

472 N. MURRAY BLVD, CO 80916
719-550-3558

Sand Creek Cleaners

SUN HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Colorado’s Oldest Harley Dealer
8858 Pearl St. • Thornton, CO 80229
303-287-7567
www.sunharleydavidson.com

1463 S. MURRAY BLVD, CO 80916
719-550-3558

You Pick Coupon of

$1 OFF DRY CLEANING
or
$1 OFF DROP OFF LAUNDRY
Expires: May 15, 2007
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Satellite-loaded Atlas V marks
50th straight successful launch

United Launch Alliance photo by Pat Cokery

Six satellites were launched into orbit aboard a single Atlas V Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicle March 8 from
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla. This marks the
50th consecutive successful launch by the Air Force.

The Air Force marked its 50th consecutive successful
launch March 8 with the liftoff of an Atlas V from Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla.
The launch, a team effort of the 45th Space Wing at
Patrick Air Force Base, Fla., and the Space and Missile
Systems Center at Los Angeles AFB, Calif., carried six
experimental satellites into orbit.
Also involved were the U.S. Air Force Academy, the
U.S. Naval Academy, Aerospace Corporation, the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency, the Department of
Energy, United Launch Alliance and contractors including
Boeing, Ball Aerospace and AeroAstro.
The mission is also historic in that it is the first launch
of an Air Force payload on an Atlas V, the first Air Force
mission with six unique spacecraft and the first Atlas V
mission to carry multiple satellites to two distinct lowEarth orbits.
This was the ninth launch of the Atlas V rocket, which
plays an important role in assured access to space.
“I am just overwhelmed and ecstatic by the results of
last night’s launch,” said Lt. Col. Carol Welsch, director of
the Space Test Program and Space Development Group at
SMC. “I don’t believe the flight to the designated mission
orbits could have gone any better than it did.”
Col. Samuel Greaves, Space Test Program-1 mission
director, also congratulated the team on their successful
launch.
Col. David Thompson, 45th Operations Group commander and mission spacelift commander, highlighted the
launch’s contribution to Air Force history.
“It helps mark the 60th anniversary of the Air Force
because it’s another chapter in the long Atlas heritage,”
Colonel Thompson said. The Atlas was first developed as
an ICBM in the 1950s.
Air Force Academy Cadet 1st Class Robbie Bethancourt
helped build FalconSat-3, one of the six experimental satellites launched.


• WE HAVE a highly-qualified staff of four dentists and three hygienists.
• WE ACCEPT retired & active duty military insurance.
• WE ARE conveniently located near Ft. Carson, Schriever AFB and
Peterson AFB – just across the street from the Fountain Safeway.
• WE WANT TO BE the Dental Center for ALL your family’s dental care,
from your children to your grandparents.

.FTB3JEHF1BSLXBZr'PVOUBJO $0
XXXNFTBSJEHFEFOUBMDPN

“It’s absolutely amazing,” Cadet Bethancourt said. “This
is the first launch I’ve ever seen, and it’s my launch.”
(Information courtesy of Joe Davidson, Space and Missile Systems Center Public Affairs)

What went into orbit?
The individual spacecraft launched on the
Atlas V were:
• NextSat and ASTRO: These satellites are
part of a program called Orbital Express. They will
spend three months in orbit, demonstrating fully autonomous rendezvous and capture of client spacecraft, satellite-to-satellite refueling and replacement
of battery and flight-computer orbital replacement
units for the first time.
The technologies are intended to support a broad
range of future U.S. national security, civil and commercial space activities.
• STPSat-1: This microsatellite was built to specifically exploit the new multi-mission launch capability of the evolved expendable launch vehicle secondary payload adapter, or ESPA. It is designed to
provide reliable access to space for DOD-sponsored
experiments.
• CFESat: The Cibola Flight Experiment is a
technology pathfinder project for the National Nuclear Security Administration’s Office of Research
and Development.
It is flying eight new technologies for space flight
validation.
• MidSTAR: This general-purpose satellite bus
carries four Naval Academy experiments.
• FalconSat-3: This general purpose bus carries
three Air Force Academy experiments.

visa platinum cash rewards credit card

5.00% 1.25%
cash back on all other
net monthly purchases

cash back on gas
paid at the pump*

rewards paid monthly • no tiers • no limits

Visit your local Colorado Springs Branch
6045 Barnes Road
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®

Calhan: 458 Colorado Avenue—719-347-2727 • Ellicott: 445 N. Ellicott Highway—719-683-3999
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)TS THE WAY OUR HOMES ARE BUILT )TS THE WAY WE DO BUSINESS

AVAILABLE NOW
CREEK TERRACE

CLAREMONT RANCH

Homes Available
In April
CREEK TERRACE

MULE DEER CROSSING

“The Brandy Station”
7166 Araia Drive • $209,405.00
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage 4 Level Home
Unfinished Basement, Vaulted Ceilings
1327 Finished Sq Ft/ 1655 Total

“The Melbourne”
8091 Parsonage Lane • $227,700.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Sitting Room Off Master With Fireplace
1712 Finished Sq Ft/ 2408 Total

“The Ian Point”
733 Harvest Field Way • $237,100.00
4 Bed, 3 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 4 Level Home
Finished Basement, Stucco With Tile Roof
1924 Finished Sq Ft

“The Strasburg”
7158 Araia Drive • $217,950.00
3 Bed 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story Home
Extreme Vaulted Ceilings. Unfinished Basement
1397 Finished Sq Ft/1975 Total

“The Melbourne”
3977 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Sitting Room Off Master With A Loft And Fireplace,
Full Basement With Rec Room Finish
1712/2408 Sq Ft

CLAREMONT RANCH
“The Cape York”
7839 Parsonage Lane • $227,450.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath 2 Car Garage, 2 Story Home
Unfinished Basement, Vaulted Ceilings
1666 Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total

WOODMEN HILLS

“The Middleton”
1796 Dewhirst • $230,450.00
4 Bed, 3 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Air Conditioning, Full Finished Basement
2026 Sq Ft

“The Melbourne”
7827 Parsonage Lane • $227,200.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story Home
Loft Sitting Room Off Master With Fireplace
1712 Finished Sq Ft/ 2408 Total

“The Ian Point”
3971 Reindeer Circle • $239,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level
Partial Basement With Rec Room Finish
1524/1924 Sq Ft

Homes Available
In May
CREEK TERRACE

PRONGHORN MEADOWS
“The Georgetown”
11820 Royal Portrush Ct. • $322,409.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 3 Car Garage 2 Story
Main Level Master, Unfinished Basement
2442 Sq Ft Finished/ 3978 Total. 43,630 Sq Ft Lot

“The Ian Point”
7167 Araia Drive • $226,950.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home
Master Bedroom Has Private 5 Piece Master Bath
1524 Finished Sq Ft/ 1924 Total

MULE DEER CROSSING
“The Cape York”
8085 Parsonage Lane • $226,450.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Beautiful Kitchen
1666 Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total

“The Fairfax”
3634 Reindeer Circle • $236,500.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths,2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Unfinished Walk Out Basement With Views
1496/2076 Sq Ft

“The Six Forty Eight”
8918 Oakmont Road • $274,075.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 3 Car Garage 2 Story
Corner Lot, Unfinished Basement
1910 Finished Sq Ft/ 2848 Total

NO PHOTO
AVAILABLE

“The Cape York”
3965 Reindeer Circle • $259,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Full Basement With Rec Room Finish
1666 Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total

“The Pemberton”
3869 Roan Drive • $258,950.00
5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 2 Car Garage Racnh
Home Full Finished Walk Out Basement
2610 Total Sq Ft

“The Melbourne”
7844 Parsonage Lane • $227,200.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Sitting Room With Loft Off Masher With Fireplace
1712 Finished Sq Ft/ 2408 Total

“The Cape York
3702 Pronghorn Meadows Circle • $ 267,500.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Home Vaulted Ceilings On Upper & Main Levels
1666/2476 Sq Ft. Model Home!! Quick Close!!

“The Cape York”
3640 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Full Unfinished Basement, Views!!
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total
“The Melbourne”
3622 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 car garage, 2 story home
Walk-Out Lot with Nice Views!
1712/2408 Sq Ft
“The Cape York”
3628 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 bed, 2 ½ bath, 2 car garage, 2 story
Full Unfinished Basement on a Walk-Out Lot!
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total

“The Georgetown”
11794 Rio Secco Rd • $369,250.00
5 Bed, 3 ½ Bath, 3 Car Garage
Full Finished Walk Out Basement With Wet Bar. 3
Fireplaces, Main Level Master.
3978 Sq Ft.
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“The Brandy Station”
7856 Parsonage Lane • $207,450.00
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home
Vaulted Ceilings, Unfinished Basement
1327 Finished Sq Ft/ 1655 Total

“The Freemantle”
3875 Roan Drive • $237,450.00
4 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Home Formal Living Room And Dining Room
1862/2598 Sq Ft, Quick Close
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“The Fairfax”
3616 Reindeer Circle • $234,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 car garage 2 story
Full Unfinished Basement on a Garden Level Lot with Views!
1496/2076 Sq Ft
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Appliance Package Included in All Our Homes: Refrigerator w/Ice Maker, Smooth Top Range, Hood & Fan, Dishwasher, Washer & Dryer
With One Of Our Preferred Lenders Builder Pays All Closing Costs
Visit our Show Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm Sunday 1-5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Your Local Home Builder

Prices
from
the low
$200’s
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Manas Airmen reunite sister cities Bishkek, Colo. Springs
by Master Sgt. Daniel Nathaniel
376th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs
MANAS AIR BASE, Kyrgyzstan — Airmen from the
base, representing the city of Colorado Springs, paid a visit
to the mayor of its sister city, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, March
14.
The meeting, which included Marie Yovanovitch, U.S.
Ambassador to the Kyrgyz Republic, took place as a renewal
of cultural ties established between the two cities in 1994.
The purpose of the sister city concept is to promote peace
through mutual respect, understanding and cooperation—
one individual and one community at a time.
Major Scott Suckow, who is assigned to the 376th Expeditionary Medical Group, and a delegation of fellow Airmen
deployed from the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, presented a letter and gifts on behalf of the Honorable Lionel Rivera, mayor of Colorado Springs to the Honorable Arstankbek Nogoyev, mayor of Bishkek.
Mayor Rivera sent a coffee table picture book about Colorado and a Colorado-themed pen.
Mayor Nogoyev, in turn, presented the Airmen with a
piece of Kyrgyz artwork as a gift for Mayor Rivera.
The mayor expressed his pleasure in the renewal of ties
between the two cities and his interest in visiting Colorado
Springs in the near future. He also extended an invitation to
Mayor Rivera to come visit Bishkek.
The road to this meeting began when Major Suckow
found out he was being sent here. After doing research, he
discovered Colorado Springs and Bishkek are sister cities
but that the relationship had been dormant in recent years.
The major contacted Sister Cities International, which
recommended he work with local Bishkek city officials at
renewing ties. Major Suckow was able to do this with help
from the U.S. Embassy and Urmatek Kadyrkulov, director
of the Office of International Relations.
With the renewal of ties, both cities are now working together on an initial project to foster relations between each
other’s school children through a pen pal program.
Sister Cities International is a nonprofit citizen diplomacy network that creates and strengthens partnerships between U.S. and international communities.

Please
Recycle

photo by Master Sgt. Daniel Nathaniel

Bishkek Mayor Arstankbek Nogoyev presents a gift for Colorado Springs Mayor Lionel Rivera to Maj. Scott
Suckow. Airmen deployed to Manas Air Base, Kyrgyzstan, from Colorado Springs visited Bishkek March 14 to
reenergize the cities-sister city program. Major Suckow is assigned to the 376th Expeditionary Medical Group.

Kyrgyzstan Facts and Figures
Area: 76,674 square miles (about the size of South Dakota)
Border countries: China, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan
Climate: Dry continental to polar in high Tien Shan Mountains; subtropical in the Southwest
Altitude (highest point): 24,411 feet
Altitude (lowest point): 433 feet
National holiday: Independence Day, Aug. 31. Kyrgyzstan became an independent nation in 1991.
Gross Domestic Product: $10.5 billion
(Information courtesy of the CIA World Factbook Web site, www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook.)
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Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631

5

TAKE

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!

That’s right. For a very, very, very limited time, you can own a
Classic Home for as much as 5%* less than its listed base price.
Don’t ask how. Don’t ask why. Just trust us. It’s the deal of a
lifetime on the home of a lifetime.

No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

Visit Today for Details.
But Hurry, this Offer Ends Soon!
Classic Homes.
The Difference Really Hits Home.

e referral is
No Primary Car
ply call for
necessary. Sim
t.
an appointmen

FEATURED INVENTORY - AVAILABLE NOW!

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

SALES CENTER IS OPEN DAILY!
5017 Barnstormer’s Avenue, 390-6200
Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm
Sunday Noon - 6pm

The Providence - $290,972

The Kensington - $318,666

5186 Barnstormers Ave., Ranch Plan
3 Bed + Study, 3 Bath, 2 Car Garage
2,621 Sq. Ft., MLS #544637

3775 Allgood Dr., Ranch Plan
4 Bed, 3 Bath, 3 Car Garage
3,061 Sq. Ft., MLS #439293

*Up to 5% on selected ﬁnished inventory. Active Military may also receive an additional 1% discount on top
of this limited time offer which is subject to change without notice or obligation.This may not be combined
with any other discount.This applies to all contracts written on or before 4/15/2007. Purchase must be
ﬁnanced through CB&T Mortgage, builder’s afﬁliated lender.

Inventory is available in all Classic Communities. For a complete list, visit www.classichomes.com
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Practice makes perfect
Tech. Sgt. Charles Forrest (second from left), an
instructor with the Air Force Honor Guard from
Bolling Air Force Base, D.C, teaches flag-folding techniques to High Frontier Honor Guard members. The
Air Force Honor Guard team was here for two weeks
instructing Schriever, Canon, F.E. Warren, Peterson
and Air Force Academy honor guard members.
photo by Steve Brady

Colo. Springs VFW ‘here to help veterans’
by Senior Airman Jason Ridder
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Serving the United States Armed Forces in a combat
zone forms a bond between people young and old, male
and female. From airmen basic to four-star generals, anyone who meets the criteria of serving in the Armed Forces
in a combat zone may join the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Anyone who has earned the Iraq or Afghanistan campaign medals or the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal can become a member. Another qualifier is the
new Korean Defense Service Medal, said the commander
of VFW Post 101 in Colorado Springs.
“Most people don’t realize that serving in Korea, even
today, makes them eligible to join,” said Agustin Fonseca, a
retired Army sergeant major who served in the Korean and
Vietnam wars during his 32 years of service.
A lot of people think of the VFW as a place where old
war vets get together and talk about their times in the service over a few beers. While most posts have a bar or “can-

teen,” that is not what the organization is for, said Dennis
Joyce, a VFW member and purple heart recipient.
“It’s not about the canteen,” Mr. Joyce said. “The canteen is just a way to raise money for the things we do.”
The VFW offers assistance in dealing with the Veteran’s
Administration and has trained service officers who know
exactly how to deal with the process. The VFW can also
represent veterans who need to appeal a VA ruling.The
VFW also gets involved in the local community.
“Around the holidays, we give out baskets of food to
people who need them,” Mr. Fonseca said. “Last year, we
helped more than 500 families.”
Post 101 also sponsors Girl Scout troops, little league
teams and the Young Marines, among other organizations.
“We also help veterans and active-duty troops in need,”
Mr. Fonseca said. “Just a few weeks ago, we had the wife
of a deployed Fort Carson Soldier call us because she was
having trouble with her car. She had just moved here before (her husband’s) deployment, didn’t know anyone in
the area and didn’t have much money. We took the car to a

mechanic, who was also a VFW member, and we got her
car fixed for free.”
Mr. Fonseca and Mr. Joyce both stressed that a veteran
or servicemember does not need to be a member of the
VFW in order to receive help from them.
“We are here to help veterans,” Mr. Joyce said. “It
doesn’t matter when you served or where you served. We
will help any veterans.”
Post 101 is the oldest of five VFW posts in Colorado
Springs. It will celebrate its 87th anniversary in April. Anyone interested in joining need only bring in proof of service
and fill out an application.
“For a veteran, a Department of Defense Form 214 is
the best way to prove where you served,” Mr. Fonseca said.
Veterans receive a copy of their DD 214, “Certificate of
Release or Discharge from Military Service,” when they
separate or retire.
“People still on Active Duty can bring a copy of their
orders or other documents showing they are eligible,” Mr.
Fonseca added.
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567-7341
or 567-3920

SUNDAY
Bible Classes at 9am  Worship at 10am & 6pm
WEDNESDAY
Bible Classes at 7pm
Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching  A Cappella Music

1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at 14th and Pikes Peak, west of downtown

Im Ne
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ed

(719) 634-6138  http://www.PikesPeakChurchOfChrist.org
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• Easier to Follow
• More Food Choices
• Faster Weight Loss
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“There is always a light
that shines on you!”
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Tinseltown area in Target Shopping Center
and on Briargate (Also in Pueblo)
Center Hours: M-F 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM • Saturday 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Call Now for Your FREE Consultation!

1.888.371.THIN

or schedule online at: LAcoloradosprings.com
*Individual weight loss will vary. ©2007 L A Weight Loss Franchise Co.
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Volleyball Standings
Competitive:
Recreation:
50th SCS
5-1
50th OSS
22nd SOPS 5-1
50th OGV
4th SOPS
4-2
50th CONS I
50th CES
3-3
50th CPTS
2nd SOPS
2-4
50th SFS
NOPS
1-4
50th CONS II
3rd SES
0-5
Upcoming Schedule
Tuesday:
9:30 a.m. - NOPS vs. 3rd SES
10:30 a.m. - 50th SCS vs. 22nd SOPS
11:30 a.m. - 50th CES vs. 2nd SOPS

3-0
2-1
2-1
1-2
1-2
0-3

photo by Senior Airman Jason Ridder

Dan Schwarz, 4th Space Operations Squadron, spikes the ball at 2nd SOPS players during a game Tuesday. 4th SOPS won the best-of-three match 25-13 and 25-7.

We’re committed to mission readiness.
ARINC supports every branch of the U.S. military. Our local ofﬁce in Colorado
Springs is revolutionizing space, satellite communications and GPS engineering
services. Our technical expertise ranges from platform engineering to systems
integration, testing, exercise and logistics support. Our customers turn to ARINC
for results beyond expectation. We’re ready to apply our experience, knowledge and
dedication to make your program a complete success.

arinc.com

1925 Aerotech Drive, Suite 212 • Colorado Springs • CO 80916 • Tel: 719.574.9001
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Grand Opening

Homes are ready!
Buy from a blueprint? Are you kidding?

At Journey Homes’ new
Countryside North community, you
can see, touch, and feel your new home.
We don’t expect you to buy off a blueprint.
Walk through ranches, two-story, and
split level homes, all
specifically designed for Colorado.
Unfinished basements included! You’ll find lots of
extras that other builder charge extra for.
Open 10 to 6, Monday through Saturday,
and 12 to 6 on Sunday.
719-482-5287 or 1-800-620-8319

www.JourneyHomes.com
15 different home styles.
$211,075 1,250 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$216,075 1,307 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$219,200 1,641 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bathroom, split level
$219,600 1,305 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$224,600 1,401 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$225,425 1,632 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bathroom, two-story
$225,600 1,481 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$226,200 1,832 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bathroom, split level

All home prices and offers subject to change without prior notice.

Visit
today.

Fort
Carson

È

Sheridan
Alaska
Montana
Arizona
Colorado
Nevada
Jackson
Washington

Minutes from Fort Carson.
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* Menu subject to
change without notice
based on availability.

50th SCS offers free training

HAWC offers bike giveaway

The 50th Space Communications
Squadron has posted April and May
schedules for its free software training
classes.
Class topics include Microsoft Office
software and Adobe Acrobat Professional classes.
Schedules are also available for
equipment custodian training and local
area network training.
For more information, contact the
Training Services office at 567-7887.

The Schriever Health and Wellness Center is giving away a mountain
bicycle and other prizes for anyone who
takes part in specific wellness activities.
People who participate in organized
wellness classes or fitness center activities from today to May 25 will receive
points toward a prize drawing.
For more information, contact the
HAWC at 567-4292.

Friday

Roast Turkey, Lasagna, French Fried Shrimp

Saturday

AF changes rules on leave, pass

Savory Baked Chicken, Swedish Meatballs

Sunday

Oven Fried Fish, Chicken Breast Parmesan

Monday

Baked Fish, Pot Roast, Country Captain Chicken

Tuesday

Veal Parmesan, Lemon Baked Fish, Teriyaki Chicken

Airmen may now receive special
pass in conjunction with leave without
requiring a duty day between pass and
leave periods, Air Force Personnel
Command announced Wednesday.
Airmen must be in the local area
when they depart and return from leave.
If they wish to leave the local area during pass and not return before beginning leave, the entire leave and pass
period is leave.
Commanders may further restrict
leave and pass as necessary to meet
mission requirements.

Wednesday Beef Stroganoff, Pork Chops with Mushroom Gravy, Chicken Enchiladas
Thursday

Herb Baked Chicken, Spaghetti, Southern Fried Catfish

Other Eats & Treats:
High Plains Café
Outdoor Recreation Office
AAFES Shopette

Trina’s Coyote Café
Falcon’s Nest
Einstein Bros

The William Storms
Allergy Clinic
Jh[Wj_d]dWiWbWbb[h]_[i"
i_dkifheXb[ci"
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\eeZWbb[h]_[i"WdZ
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Become a better leader: read
Airmen who want to become a better
advocate of air and space power can
check out Chief of Staff Reading List
books from the reading library in the
DeKok Building here.
For more information, contact Tech.
Sgt. Leah Wilson, 50th Mission Support
Squadron, at 567-7329.

Speakers wanted for Earth Week
The 50th Civil Engineer Squadron
Environmental Flight seeks volunteers
to speak at events during Earth Week,
which begins April 23.
For more information, contact Bill
Kivela, 50th CES, at 567-4030.
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You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:
Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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SVN-15 in 2007 ...

Space pros remember history of SVN-15
A Boeing representative visited Schriever March 14 to
recall the history of GPS Satellite Vehicle Number 15 and
join Airmen in a final farewell to the oldest GPS satellite.
Frank Czopek, the GPS Block II and IIA project manager, recalled SVN-15’s rocky start before it got off the
ground and its history once it became operational in 1990.
The satellite earned the nickname “Firebird,” as well
as other nicknames such as “Old Smokey” and “Sparky
II,” after the vehicle caught fire one Friday afternoon, Mr.
Czopek said.
“They (the GPS team) had a technician who was on
from another spacecraft program,” Mr. Czopek explained.
“He decided that he would ‘safe’ the vehicle. Since it was
going to be the weekend, everyone said to go ahead.
“One of the ways you safe a vehicle is to cover all the
connectors that are exposed on the test ports. He grabbed
a shorting plug and placed it on the bottom of the spacecraft,” he continued.
The shorting plug sparked a fire that quickly spread
inside the spacecraft.
“The three batteries went into a dead short,” he said.
“It caught the cables on fire, and (the fire) began to go into
the body of the satellite.”
The intense heat welded the shorting plug onto the
body of the satellite, preventing technicians from getting
to the source of the fire. Instead, they opened up panels on
the side of the satellite.
“Please count, and if you do, you’ll notice there are 33
screws that hold each of these diagonal panels in place,”
Mr. Czopek noted, referring to a diagram of the satellite.
“So guys with spin wrenches were on there, furiously trying to take this off; at the same time, smoke was seeping
out of the vehicle.” The fire department showed up moments later and put the fire out with an extinguisher.
After repairs and recertification, SVN-15 launched Oct.
1, 1990, from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla. Its
Apogee Kick Motor propelled it from low to mid-Earth
orbit Oct. 4, the same day that East and West Germany
officially became one nation.
Space operators finished stabilizing the satellite’s orbit
Oct. 10. It began transmitting its L-1 signal Oct. 19. This
was quicker than the usual 30-day turnaround for a GPS

SVN-15 in 1990 ...

2nd SCS accepts control
of newest Navstar bird
Editor’s Note: This article was originally published in the Oct. 15, 1990, Falcon Feedback.
The 2nd Satellite Control Squadron accepted responsibility of the newest Navstar Global Positioning System satellite from 1st SCS Oct. 9.
The satellite was launched Oct. 1 from Cape Canaveral AFS, Fla. 1st SCS performed launch and
early orbit operations for the satellite before turning
it over to 2nd SCS for operational use. It is scheduled to become operational this week.
The latest launch brings the Navstar constellation up to nine operational satellites. Six older research and development satellites are also in orbit
and operated by 2nd SCS.
The next scheduled launch is set for mid-November. The complete constellation of 21 operational
satellites with three spares is set to be in place in
1993.

satellite—and with good reason, explained 50th Space
Wing commander Col. John Hyten.
“In August 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait,” Colonel Hyten
said. “Shortly after that event, we launched SVN-15. Our
nation was preparing for war.”
SVN-15 and the rest of the GPS constellation supported Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm—the first
time the system was used in major combat. Sixteen years
later, GPS is ubiquitous in theater.
“Satellites like SVN-15 have changed the entire way
that the United States conducts warfare,” he said. “We
can’t imagine how we would conduct warfare without it.”
The satellite broadcast its L-1 signal through Aug. 21,
2006, the last day it was in “healthy” status.
“What really brought the satellite down was successive rubidium clock failures in September and October,”
he said. “That’s what finally made this vehicle stop. We
probably could have gotten two more years out of it, but it
performed pretty well.”

“SVN-15 has really done a tremendous job,” said Lt.
Col. Kurt Kuntzelman, 2nd Space Operations Squadron
commander. “It’s a tribute to the entire (space operations) community.” During SVN-15’s lifetime, 2nd SOPS
conducted about 18,000 sorties, or support operations, on
SVN-15. They also sent approximately 420,000 commands up to the satellite.
“This really is a tribute—not just to Boeing but to the
entire acquisition community, our operations community,
1st SOPS and our Reserve Associate Unit (19th SOPS),”
Colonel Kuntzelman said. “Thank you. We couldn’t have
accomplished these milestones without your support.”
Lt. Col. Craig Bomberg, 1st SOPS commander, joined
Colonel Kuntzelman to commemorate the handover of
satellite control authority to 1st SOPS with a football toss.
“It’s all of us—1st and 2nd SOPS, the Reserve component and contractor components and system program office—that make the team work,” Colonel Bomberg added.
“We’re really proud that we’ve been part of that team.”

photo by Staff Sgt. Luis Santa

Members of the GPS Satellite Vehicle Number 15 analysis crew are, from left to right: Paul Navneet, Capt. Eric
Schroeger, 1st Lt. Luke Rostowfske, Capt. Christopher Rosenberger and Capt. James Erminger. Not pictured but
also part of the analysis team are 1st Lt. Jennifer Hodges and Senior Airman Eric Morales. Lieutenant Rostowfske is assigned to the 19th Space Operations Squadron here; the other crewmembers are assigned to 2nd SOPS.

Who’s Who?

When GPS SVN-15
was decommissioned March 14,
it marked more
than 16 years of
service. When it
was launched in
1990, this is what
some of the GPS
analysis crew looked
like then. Can you
match the people in
these photos with
the members of the
GPS SVN-15 crew?
Answers are on the
bottom of this box.

Clockwise from top left: Capt. Christopher Rosenburger, Paul Navneet, Capt. James Erminger and 1st Lt. Luke Rosenberger

by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
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50th TFW continues tradition of excellence
by Randy Saunders
50th Space Wing Historian

Editor’s Note: As the Air Force prepares to celebrate its 60th anniversary in
September, a look back at the 50th Space
Wing’s history is appropriate. This is the
seventh article in a monthly series describing the wing’s distinguished past.
The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing’s growing list of accomplishments and recognition continued into 1985 (Editor’s Note:
See the sidebar for a complete list of the
wing’s awards). The wing received notice
of its selection for an Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for the period July 1, 1982
through June 30, 1984. This was the fifth
such award for the 50th and added to an
impressive inventory of honors dating
to the World War II activities of the 50th
Fighter Group.
Competition at U.S. Air Forces in
Europe’s Gunsmoke competition was
fierce. Judges had to measure bomb placement to determine the winning
team. The 50th TFW placed
second, and pilot Capt. Mark
Fredenburgh won F-16 wing
and overall Top Gun awards.
The 50th TFW’s
operations tempo did
not slow in 1986, nor
did the wing’s receipt of
accolades and recognition
from its headquarters. The
wing replaced its F-16A and F-16B
Fighting Falcons for the advanced F16C and F-16D.
USAFE announced April 15, 1986,
that the 313th Tactical Fighter Squadron
had earned the USAFE Commander in
Chief’s Trophy for 1985. Operations and
maintenance teams within 50th TFW
also received numerous awards at major
command level and higher throughout
1986 and 1987, including the Secretary
of Defense’s Phoenix Award recognizing
the best maintenance organization in the
Department of Defense.
While notices of the wing’s numerous
awards continued to arrive in the spring
of 1987, teams continued to reach new
heights. During a training deployment to
Zaragoza Air Base, Spain, the 10th TFS
surpassed a five-year-old sustained surge
record at Spangdahlem AB, Germany, flying 956 sorties in 16 days.
As the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing
entered its 35th year of association with
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
and USAFE, few could have foreseen the
changes that would soon alter the unit’s
future—and the world’s.

Col. Roger Taylor assumed command
of the wing March 2, 1988, succeeding Col. Ben Nelson Jr. Under Colonel
Taylor’s leadership, the wing continued
its tradition of excellence. Wing personnel demonstrated that trend during four
Salty Nation exercises, two NATO tactical
evaluations and a USAFE Operational
Readiness Inspection. They also continued
training deployments to Zaragoza AB and
Incirlik AB, Turkey.
Tactical fighter squadrons earned
honors at Excaliber III and Excaliber IV:
313th TFS earned top honors in Excaliber
III, and 10th TFS placed first in Excaliber
IV’s low-angle bombing phase. The selection of Capt. William Morgan of 313th
TFS to fly the 2-millionth hour in the F-16
added another highlight to the wing’s
scrapbook.
Support agencies made the high operational tempo possible. Weapons crews
opposed 17 other USAFE bases during
the Sure Fire competition at Sembach AB,
Germany. Again, the wing’s
teams took top honors.
The maintenance community’s distinguished service
led to its selection in 1988 to
test the Frontline Aircraft
Maintenance Engineering program. Military
maintenance specialists
received weaponsystem-specific training to the
same level as the contractor engineering and technical service representatives for that aircraft.
The maintenance community ended the
year on another high note when, in November, the Explosive Ordnance Division
received the 17th Air Force Maintenance
Effectiveness Award for its munitions
maintenance activities.
The wing also conducted four major
accident response drills and underwent
three Nuclear Surety Inspections in 1988.
The results of these inspections helped
justify the wing’s receipt of special recognition from the Air Force Directorate of
Nuclear Surety.
Pilots and maintenance personnel
conducted aggressive training programs
from Zaragoza and Incirlik AB in response to aircraft accidents, flying 2,879
sorties from Zaragoza AB alone in late
1988. 50th TFW Airmen took part in Salty
Nation exercises and underwent nuclear
surety and unit effectiveness inspections.
By year’s end, the social, economic and
political turmoil in the Soviet Union had
reached a boiling point. The Berlin Wall
fell, and a new era in Europe began.

Capt. Mark Fredenburgh, a pilot with 50th TFW, won two Top Gun awards at
U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s 1984 Gunsmoke competition.

50th TFW Awards – 1984 to 1988
Below are some of the awards
that 50th Tactical Fighter Wing units
received between 1984 and 1988. All
awards listed went to 50th TFW or
one of its units (in parentheses).
• Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award – July 1, 1982 to June 30,
1984
• USAFE Commander in Chief’s
Trophy – 1984 and 1985 (313th TFS)
• Category 1 Outstanding Unit
Safety Award – February 1985
• Second place, Gunsmoke Competition – 1985
• Overall Top Gun and individual
F-16 wing Top Gun – 1985 (Capt.
Mark Fredenburgh)
• 17th Air Force Daedalian Maintenance Trophy – October 1986 (50th
TFW Maintenance Complex)
• First place, USAFE munitions
competition – 1986
• DOD Phoenix Award for maintenance – 1986
• USAFE Maintenance Effectiveness Award – 1986 (50th Aircraft
Generation Squadron)
• U.S. Air Force Daedalian Maintenance Trophy – 1986
• Best USAFE life-support function – 1986
• USAFE FOD Incentive Award
– 1986

• Best USAFE mission-capable
branch – 1986 and 1987 (50th Supply Squadron)
• 17th Air Force FOD Program
Award – 1986
• Best USAFE traffic management
office – 1986 (50th Transportation
Squadron)
• Best USAFE motor vehicle
maintenance unit – 1986 (50th TS)
• Second place, Excaliber bombing competition – 1987 (313th TFS)
• Best 17th Air Force aircraft generation squadron – 1987 (50th AGS)
• Best 17th Air Force component
repair squadron – 1987 (50th CRS)
• USAFE Daedalian Maintenance
Trophy – 1987
• USAFE Maintenance Effectiveness Award – 1987 (50th AGS and
50th CRS)
• First and second place, Peacekeeper Challenge – 1987 (50th
Security Police Squadron)
• First place, Excaliber III – 1987
(313th TFS and 313th Aircraft Maintenance Unit)
• First place, USAFE Sure Fire
competition – 1988
• First place, Peacekeeper Challenge marksmanship and obstacle
course – 1988 (50th SPS)
• Top Flight, Excaliber V – 1988
(496th TFS)

photos courtesy of Randy Saunders

Pictured above are the Airmen from the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing at Hahn Air Base, Germany, who took part in U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s 1983 Gunsmoke competition. The 50th TFW won second place in Gunsmoke 1985. The 50th Space Wing inherited the legacy of the 50th TFW, which inactivated Sept. 30, 1991.

