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A Wing Operational
Readiness Inspection March
21 and 22 tested changes
to Schriever’s emergency
response. See Page 7 to
find out how the 50th Space
Wing fared.

News Briefs

Fitness center to close

The gymnasium at the
Main Fitness Center here
will close today so volunteers can perform setup for
the Spring Fling.
The rest of the Fitness
Center will be closed Friday
for Spring Fling.
All facilities will reopen
for normal hours Monday.

FIP requires registration
Anyone who wishes to
enroll in a Fitness Improvement Program class must
register at least 24 hours
in advance by calling the
Main Fitness Center here at
567-6628.
Classes are held at the
Fitness Center daily from
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Get involved!
Anyone interested in
volunteering for Job Shadow
Day should attend a briefing
from Junior Achievers in the
DeKok Building, room 346,
April 6 at 10 a.m.
The 50th Space Wing
will sponsor 50 students
from Falcon Middle School
for Job Shadow Day April
20 and still needs approximately 10 volunteers.
For more information,
contact Master Sgt. Mike
Sharpe, 50th Contracting
Squadron, at 567-3812.

What’s your vision?
The Gen. Bernard A.
Schriever Memorial Essay
Contest is looking for essays
that envision what developments we may witness in
space power throughout the
next 30 years and determine
their effects on national
security.
For more information,
visit the essay contest Web
page at www.schriever.
af.mil/library/essaycontest.
asp.

Take a hike at Fox Run
The Health and Wellness
Center here will hold a hike
at Fox Run Regional Park
Friday beginning at 9 a.m.
For directions and information on what to bring to
the hike, contact the HAWC
at 567-4292.
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Schriever community celebrates selectees
Schriever Airmen mingle in the DeKok Building Atrium here during a recognition party for lieutenant colonel and senior master
sergeant selectees March 21. For a list of Schriever’s newly selected senior NCOs and officers, see the list on Page 4.

Schriever AFAF campaign kicks off
The 2007 Air Force Assistance Fund campaign, which began at Schriever Monday, will
give Airmen an opportunity to contribute to any
of the four official Air Force charitable organizations.
Every dollar of designated AFAF contributions will benefit active-duty, Reserve, Guard
and retired Airmen, surviving spouses and families. Last year, Airmen contributed more than
$7 million.
More than 40 percent of Schriever’s Airmen,
government civilians and contractors participated in the base’s 2006 campaign, contributing
$43,710 or 140 percent of the base goal. The
total placed Schriever third among Air Force
Space Command bases and 10th in the Air
Force for percentage of money raised.
Second Lt. Jaclyn Carman, one of the project
officers for this year’s campaign, said she hopes
the base will strive to exceed this year’s goal of
$32,315.
People may contribute cash, check or money
order or use payroll deduction for:
The Air Force Aid Society, which provides
Airmen and their families with worldwide emergency financial assistance, education assistance
and an array of base-level community enhancement programs. Base staff members at airman
and family readiness centers have full details on
programs and eligibility requirements. Information also is available online at www.afas.org.
The Air Force Villages Indigent Widows’
Fund, which supports the Air Force Village in
San Antonio, a life-care community for retired
officers, spouses, widows or widowers and family members. The Air Force Village Web site is
www.airforcevillages.com.

The Air Force Enlisted Village Indigent
Widows’ Fund, which supports the Air Force
Village in Shalimar, Fla., near Eglin Air Force
Base. The fund provides rent subsidy and other
support to indigent widows and widowers of retired enlisted people 55 and older. More information is at www.afenlistedwidows.org.
The Gen. and Mrs. Curtis E. LeMay
Foundation, which provides rent and financial
assistance to indigent widows and widowers of

50th SW Staff
Staff Sgt. Ammon Hickman

50th Network Operations Group
50th NOG – 2nd Lt. Lauren Robison
22nd SOPS – 1st Lt. Frank Isasmendi
50th SCS – Senior Airman Latria Davis

50th Operations Group
50th OG – 1st Lt. Mark Masterson
1st SOPS – Capt. Zachary Krbec
2nd SOPS – Airman 1st Class Christopher
Johnson
3rd SOPS – 1st Lt. Katherine Portillo
4th SOPS – Capt. Brian Beyer
50th OSS – Master Sgt. Garry Smith and
Staff Sgt. Stephannie Fletcher
50th OGV – Staff Sgt. Jose Bernal

50th Mission Support Group
50th MSG – 2nd Lt. Jordan Huggins
50th MSS – Tech. Sgt. Leah Wilson and
Gayle Johnson
50th LRF – 2nd Lt. Jonathan Lee

officers and enlisted people in their own homes
and communities. The LeMay Foundation Web
site is www.afvw.com/lemay.html.
Contributions to the AFAF are tax-deductible in most cases. For more information, visit
the Air Force Assistance Fund Web site or the
Air Force Personnel Center’s Voting and Fundraising Web site.
(Information compiled from Air Force News
Agency and staff reports.)
50th CONS – Tech. Sgt. Shafinah Rosauro
and Airman 1st Class Shane Griffiths
50th CES – Airmen 1st Class Matthew Hall
and Mark Robles
50th SFS – Airman 1st Class Jessica Hykes

Tenants
1st STS – 2nd Lts. Abraham Leigh and
Ryan Jobman
3rd SES – Tech. Sgt. Chad Ziegelbein
17th TS – Master Sgt. Dan Wilkerson and
Staff Sgt. Christopher Jones
392nd TRS Det. 1 – Staff Sgt. Matthew
Nelson
460th OG Det. 1 – Capt. Paul Contoveros
and Staff Sgt. Mealinda Aguirre
AFTAC Det. 46 – Staff Sgt. Timothy
Hulmes
NOPS – Capts. Matthew Foster and Laura
Robinson
SIDC – 2nd Lt. Marvin Gomez, Tech. Sgt.
Samuel Alexander and Staff Sgt. Wendy
Williams
TENCAP – Capt. Anthony Langley
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Hotline tackles snow call, parking, TV
The Commander’s Hotline is your
direct link to Col. John Hyten, 50th
Space Wing commander. It provides a
way for people to obtain information
and assistance in making Schriever a
better place to work. Before e-mailing
a Commander’s Hotline question or
comment, check with the list of agencies at the bottom of this page to resolve any problems. If this fails, send
an e-mail to: Commander’s Gram
Hotline at commgramhl@schriever.
af.mil. Include your name, rank, duty
section and phone number. As appropriate, the issue will be published in a
future issue of the Satellite Flyer.

Icy roads posed hazard
Q: With regard to road conditions
March 1, why is it that when Peterson
Air Force Base has a two-hour delay,
Schriever doesn’t? Probably more
than 90 percent of the base populace
drives past Peterson AFB to get to
Schriever.
The roads were too dangerous for
non-essential personnel at Peterson
AFB, but they were fine to drive
another nine miles beyond Peterson
AFB to Schriever? The roads here are
usually even worse than roads in town
because they aren’t as traveled. The
roads were straight ice—I saw three
cars either run into the curb or spin
out, and this was in town.
I believe this is a bad call on
someone’s behalf. I don’t believe it
is worth someone’s life or serious
injury. I know people are supposed to
practice operational risk management,
but most people are going to try and
make it to base on time if there’s not
a delay.
I was under the impression that
the bases coordinated with each other
and also the local police to make this
determination.
What, if any, additional information did Peterson AFB receive that
made them delay reporting times?
Does someone personally check the
roads? If so, are they checked via
Bradley Road through town to State
Highway 94 or vice versa? If the individuals that do the checking are in a
vehicle with four-wheel drive, I don’t
believe that to be a good assessment,
as a lot of Schriever personnel do
not have four-wheel-drive vehicles.
I think they should be checked with
a sedan or minivan for a true assessment.
The roads were too dangerous to
be traveled March 1, and this is a serious safety issue. To classify the road
conditions on and off base as yellow
was simply inaccurate. They should
have been red.
A: I’m sure this has been weighing on many people’s minds. We
do consider individual safety when
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making determinations about driving
conditions.
First, Peterson AFB decided to
institute delayed reporting, but not
primarily because road conditions
were dangerous. Peterson’s leadership
made that decision to give their snowremoval teams more time to clear
base roads without competing with
traffic. Our base is smaller, and our
snow removal teams worked throughout the night. Therefore, we did not
need that extra time in the morning.
As to the primary concern that we
did not determine a two-hour delay
was prudent, we followed our normal
procedures. We made contact with
surrounding bases and local authorities and conducted our own road
check in order to make an informed
decision. All bases and the local authorities reported acceptable driving
conditions. The person responsible
for the local road checks was in a
four-wheel-drive vehicle but operated
it in two-wheel drive throughout the
check.
At various points on the surrounding roads, the driver applied the
vehicle’s brakes in a sudden fashion
in an attempt to gauge the risk of
sliding. Only Enoch Road offered any
challenge during this check. El Paso
County responded and cleared that
road.
We remain concerned for personnel safety and understand the risk of
driving on our rural roads and the
surrounding areas near the base. We
make every attempt to base our decisions on information gathered from
around the Colorado Springs area as
well as the roads immediately surrounding the base.

Where’s our parking?
Q: Sir, we have a team of orbital
analysts who won both the 4th-quarter Team of the Quarter and 2006
Team of the Year awards for the 50th
Space Wing. The only thing contractors receive—and we all understand
the reasoning—is a highly prized
reserved parking space.
Our team has been trying since
the quarterly award announcement
in January to identify and use the
reserved slot. Our team has yet to
be able to use the slot. Base agencies keep telling us a sign should be
installed in the slot, yet it hasn’t happened, and different cars are parked
in that slot daily.
Also, when you announced our
team as annual winners at the banquet, you told them they also had won
another reserved parking space for
the next year. We got this information
from 50th SW Instruction 36-2802
(“Recognition Program”), but when
we checked with them to find out

where the parking space was located,
we were told that parking spaces were
no longer awarded and the instruction
needed to be corrected.
So, the bottom line is this: our
team, which won the quarterly and
annual contractor team awards, has
not had a single day parking in a
reserved slot, and we can’t seem to
get anyone to resolve the situation.
It’s very frustrating, as we feel that
because we are contractors, we are
not part of Team Schriever.
A: Let me first start by saying,
we value all the members of Team
Schriever—military, government
civilians and contractors.
I understand the significance and
prestige that goes along with having
a reserved parking slot and regret that
the contractor team has not had the
opportunity to use it for the entire
award period.
However, I recently decided to
eliminate reserved parking for 50th
SW annual award winners due to limited parking in the portal areas. With
that came the decision to place all
quarterly award slots for enlisted Airmen, officers, government civilians
and contractors in the same area. We
had to fabricate new stands and signs
to house the contractor team placards.
I am pleased to say that all work
has now been accomplished, and the
spaces are appropriately marked.
We apologize for any inconvenience
this has caused. We will place two
temporary reserved parking signs in
slots 101 and 102 for the 4th-quarter
contractor team’s use beginning Sunday and ending June 30.

Q: Is it possible to change the TV
channel in the Satellite Dish Dining Facility to CNN instead of Fox
News?
A: The current Satellite Dish television policy configures the stations
to either Fox News or CNN Headline
News in the southeast corner of the
dining room, and ESPN or ESPN-2
in the main dining area. During major
sports events, those events will be
programmed for viewing in the main
dining area and changed back to
ESPN afterward.
Unfortunately, it is difficult at best
to please everyone all the time. To
ensure we accommodate the needs of
the majority, our 50th Services Division staff will place an opinion meter
in the dining facility so we can survey
all our patrons.
Once the results are tabulated, we
will adjust the TV channel accordingly. We will continue to use this
opinion meter for other issues to ensure we continue to support the needs
and desires of our customers.

COL. JOHN HYTEN, 50TH SPACE WING COMMANDER
Ed Parsons, Chief of Public Affairs
Capt. Jean Duggan, Chief of Internal Information
Staff Sgt. Don Branum, Editor
Senior Airman Jason Ridder, Staff Writer
Skip Grubelnik, Layout and Design
Published by Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group, a private
firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive
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Affairs office at 567-5040 for more information.
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Street Talk

What is your favorite springtime outdoor activity?
Airman Carla
Hall-Havlicheck
4th Space
Operations
Squadron

“I like to play
basketball, go
shopping and walk
on the beach.”

Staff Sgt. Lucas
Schellhammer
50th Space
Communications
Squadron

“I enjoy playing
soccer with my kids
and taking my ugly
dog for a walk.”

Airman Jamie
Diethrich
50th Mission
Support Squadron

“It has to be playing
volleyball.”

I want my CNN

This Commercial Enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services.
Contents are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, the Department of Defense or the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts
or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the U.S. government, Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force
or Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user
or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 50th
Space Wing Public Affairs office. Paid advertising is accepted by
the publisher at 634-5905.
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Master Sgt.
Mike Gomez
50th Security Forces
Squadron

“I enjoy playing
softball.”

Clarifications
The individuals pictured on the bottom of Page
12 in last week’s Satellite Flyer were, clockwise
from top left: Capt. Christopher Rosenberger, Paul
Navneet, Capt. James Erminger and 1st Lt. Luke
Rostowfske. The Airman featured on Page 3 was
Airman 1st Class Rachel Williams.

Commander’s Hotline
E-mail: CommGramHL@Schriever.af.mil
Schriever’s Commander’s
Hotline is brought to the base by
Col. John Hyten, 50th Space Wing
commander.
It provides a communication
tool for people to obtain information and assistance in making
Schriever a better place to work.
Colonel Hyten asks that, before
you e-mail the Commander’s
Hotline, please try to resolve your
problem through the responsible
agencies listed here.

AFOSI ..........................................567-5049
Chaplain .......................................567-3705
Child Development Center...........567-4742
Clinic ............................................567-4455
Civilian Personnel ........................567-5799
Contracting...................................567-3800
Finance .........................................567-2009
Fitness Center...............................567-6628
Inspector General .........................567-3764
Law Enforcement Desk................567-5642
Military Personnel........................567-5900
Public Affairs ...............................567-5040
Safety ...........................................567-4236
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50th SW staff NCO reflects on multiple
deployments to Southwest Asia base
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Editor’s Note: As Schriever celebrates Women’s History
Month, the Satellite Flyer will publish stories about Schriever women who have recently returned from deployments
supporting the Global War on Terrorism. This is the second
article in a three-part series.
The 50th Space Wing Staff client support administrator
has seen some changes, both here and abroad, between two
recent deployments to Southwest Asia in two years.
Tech. Sgt. Jennifer Maynard recently returned from a
deployment with the 379th Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron that began in late 2006. Prior to that, she deployed to the 379th Expeditionary Mission Support Group
in 2005.
The changes Sergeant Maynard required in her family
life took less getting used to during her second deployment,
she said.
“Separation was a little easier this time, even though I
was deployed through everything—my birthday, my husband’s birthday, our anniversary, Thanksgiving, Christmas
and New Year’s,” Sergeant Maynard said. Her husband,
Tech. Sgt. Garrett Maynard, is assigned to the 50th Security
Forces Squadron here.
Her roles during her deployments differed as well.
“My first time, I worked at (the 379th EMSG), but there
were only two of us—myself and the executive officer,”
she said. “So we were working 13-14 hour days, six days
a week.”
Sergeant Maynard’s duties at the 379th ECES were

closely tied to her CSA role at Schriever; only there, she
supported more than 480 personnel.
“You’re still working six days a week, and you don’t
have much time off,” she said, “but you also don’t have
your family there. Everything is mission-oriented—you
can see the planes take off; you see everything happening.
Her responsibility was greater in the Central Command
area of responsibility than at Schriever, however.
“I was a liaison to the (network) helpdesk, but I could
also load software and add new computers to the network,”
she said. She could also correct misspelled names or wrong
phone numbers in the Global Address List.
Her recent deployment gave her more free time than her
first, which gave her an opportunity to finish her SNCO
Academy correspondence course.
Living arrangements remained the same during both deployments: one 64-square-foot room, one roommate, and
communal bathroom and shower facilities located outside
the living quarters.
One of the most noticeable differences in the year between her two deployments was the 379th Air Expeditionary Wing’s policy regarding off-base travel.
“Last time, you had to take at least one male with you,”
Sergeant Maynard said. “Now you can go off base with a
couple of females.”
The change may be reflective of the culture in that part
of the Southwest Asia, which is not as restrictive as other
countries in the region.
“You’d see people in burqas, but there aren’t as many
as you might expect,” she said. “It was more of an open
culture.”

Tech. Sgt. Jennifer Maynard

The base still imposed some restrictions in recognition
of local culture.
“You had to wear conservative clothes, and you couldn’t
go off base by yourself,” Sergeant Maynard said. “Conservative clothing meant no low-cut shirts or really tight
clothing ... you had to wear long pants or long skirts and
close-toed shoes.”
Sergeant Maynard said she came back from the deployment with more expertise, but she’s glad to be home all the
same.
“It wasn’t that bad compared to where some people are
deployed,” she said. “A lot of people have it worse, but
you’re still away from your family.”

Please
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Here’s to YOUR next

{ cook-outs }
Ent Mortgage Loans
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Visit Ent.com/Mortgage for free pre-qualification and to apply for your Ent Mortgage
Loan today!
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Housing Law and the Equal Credit Opportunity Act
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Equal Opportunity Lender • Federally Insured by NCUA • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2007

Ent.com : : Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100
Pueblo (719) 542-5276 : : Toll-free 800-525-9623
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Congratulations,
base selectees!
The Air Force recently announced its selections to the ranks of lieutenant colonel
and senior master sergeant. Several Schriever NCOs and officers made the list. Their
names are below.

Lieutenant Colonel
Stephen Naftanel, 392nd TRS Det. 1
Franklin Barrow, AFTAC Det. 46
David Anason, 50th CES
Michael Kinslow, 50th OSS
Tracy Patton, 3rd SOPS
Michelle Holland, SIDC
John Hutton, SIDC
Keith Logeman, 595th OSS
Stephen Love, TENCAP
David Swanke, Space Battlelab

Senior Master Sergeant
Paul Burhans, 17th TS
Timothy Deramus, USSTRATCOM
Chanvit Growden, 50th CES
Timothy Kelley, 50th MSS
Walter Merriam, 4th SOPS
Michael Owen, 4th SOPS
Frederick Woodring, 50th OGV

photo by Senior Master Sgt. Allen Schrieber

‘Bee tee zee!’

Capt. Justin White presents Airman 1st Class Ryan Poteet with stripes for his below-the-zone selection to senior airman.
Airman Poteet is assigned to the 50th Security Forces Squadron; Captain White is the acting 50th SFS commander.

More Personal Space
5% 30-year FIXED RATE FINANCING*
*5.343% APR. 30 year fixed rate conventional conforming financing at 5.00% to a maximum loan amount of $417,000. Available through Cherrywood Home Loans, only on specified inventory homes closed 45 days from print date of this ad. Payment example based on a $250,000 purchase price with a 10% down
payment of $25,000 and a loan amount of $225,000. Principal and interest payment of $1207.85. Financing subject to availability and may change without notice. Down payments of less than 20% will require mortgage insurance (included in APR above) or subordinate financing, which is not demonstrated here.
Applicants must meet all requirements for Cherrywood Home Loans loan program qualification and obtain unconditional loan approval from Cherrywood Home Loans. Other loan options available with less down payment at different terms. See Sales Representative for further details. Not valid with any other offer.
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50th SW IMA: Reserve ‘best of both worlds’
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

The 50th Space Wing’s individual mobilization
augmentee first joined the Air Force nearly 27 years ago
to find something that would be better than the first job
she had out of college. While Col. Jane Rohr originally
planned to serve four years and separate, she’s still serving
her country through the Air Force Reserve.
Colonel Rohr graduated from the University of Tennessee with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry. For about
a year, she worked as a microanalytical chemist in an
independent lab.
“We had a contract with a pet food company to analyze
their product,” Colonel Rohr said. After analyzing animal
products most people would rather not think about, she
decided it was time to find a better job.
“My father had been in the Air Force,” she said, “so I
went and talked to the recruiter ... and there I was.”
She ended up staying in active duty through 1989
before making the transition to reservist.
“I was suffering through a personal trauma,” she said.
“Leaving active duty was something that I felt I needed to
do. Promotion rates were slowing down. It was a change I
needed to make, yet I still wanted to stay in.”
Colonel Rohr is not a flight officer, but she’s at ease
with that.
“I came back home one day and one of my neighbors
asked me, ‘Do you fly?’” she said. “I said, ‘No, I don’t
fly,’ and they apologized. I said, ‘Wait a minute—there’s
more to the Air Force than just being a pilot.’”
In fact, the colonel said she prefers the space career
field.
“I think space is more exciting,” she said. “My husband
is a retired Air Force pilot, and we always have this conversation. Space is more leading-edge; it’s more all-encompassing. Everything that we do in the Air Force needs
space and involves space in some way.”
She served in numerous capacities during her activeduty and Reserve career.
“I started out as a computer systems officer,” she said.

She worked on the PAVE PAWS system at Beale Air
Force Base, Calif., spent six years at Headquarters Joint
Forces Command in Norfolk, Va., joined the Air Staff as
executive adviser to the chief of force enhancement, then
attended the Army War College in residence.
Colonel Rohr was also the senior reservist to the
Military Satellite Communications Systems Wing, part of
the Space and Missile Systems Center at Los Angeles Air
Force Base, Calif.
“Coming from the acquisition world, you have to try
to cram as much capability into as small a structure as
you can,” she said, explaining some of the challenges that
face SMC’s space professionals. “There are times, coming
from the MILSATCOM arena, when we were riding on a
satellite from another host. That always presented challenges because it was a trade-off: how much weight did
their mission require, and how much weight did we need
for our mission?”
Another exciting challenge for the colonel was determining when to let the baby leave the cradle.
“We have technology readiness levels ranging from one
to nine,” she explained. “For research and development,
it gets into how much the technology has been proven.”
Feasibility research, for example, may fall in Levels 2
through 4, whereas technology demonstration may fall
between Levels 5 and 7, and launch and operations occur
at Levels 8 and 9.
“It’s hard to prove space technology on the ground,”
Colonel Rohr said. “In the acquisition field for space,
you’re always running into that problem.”
Her current position as individual mobilization augmentee complements her civilian job in many ways. In her
civilian capacity, she supports the Missile Defense Agency
here as a strategic planner and is responsible for proposing
facility, personnel and policy strategies for the future of
missile defense.
“It’s very much leading-edge technology and ideas,”
she said. “That’s what I like about having the IMA job
here, too—not only am I close geographically, but I can
think in the same mindframe for both my jobs.”
Her primary role as an IMA is three-fold: to make sure

Easter Brunch

Relaxed Pampered Dining
April 8th, 10am to 3pm
Full Service Brunch in the “Old Manor” plus

an Extravagant Buffet
in the Conservatory

Col. Jane Rohr

Schriever has the support it needs from Air Force Reserve
Command and to help reservists take care of their careers.
In addition to these responsibilities, Colonel Rohr—a
certified Six-Sigma BlackBelt—is the project lead for
Schriever’s Air Force Smart Operations for the 21st century initiatives.
“Both AFSO 21 and Six-Sigma are process improvement efforts, and AFSO 21 uses some of the same tools,”
she explained. “I bring my expertise from my civilian job
into this role.”
How does she feel about living in Colorado?
“I love it,” she said. “I’m very much an outdoors person. I have a horse at the U.S. Air Force Academy stables,
and I go hiking and camping with my Girl Scout troop.”
She set a goal to hike to the summit of Pikes Peak shortly
after arriving here—a goal she met not long after setting
it.
Life in the Reserves also agrees with her, she said.
“It’s the best of both worlds,” she said. “I get to continue to serve my country in a tremendously exciting job
and work at my civilian job, which is also exciting. You
can’t beat it.”
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4 Claremont Ranch - 3 NEW MODELS!

5 Lowell Neighborhood

Fountain

Broadmoor

3 The Gables ~ 4 MODELS OPEN!

719.573.5227
Homes from the Low $200's
2 Story Townhomes from Low $100's

24

Blvd

www.volunteerpikespeak.org

For more information call 2-1-1 or 955-0742

W oodmen

719.636.1984
G.E.
APPLIANCE PACKAGE**

sB
.

Now with a click of a mouse you can find the perfect
volunteer opportunity. Search by
• Zip Codes
• Areas of Interest
• Time Availability
• Skills
To find a volunteer opportunity visit

Bri ar
ga
t

FREE

er

y Blvd
dem
ca

Connecting Volunteers
with Local Needs

83
Air Force
Academy

1 Sweetwater Ridge ~ OPENS SOON!

lvd

404 Manitou Avenue (Driveway by the blue arch) • 685-1864 • www.briarhurst.com

Po w

Incentive amount varies by community. Offers valid only on new
contracts only and financed through Beazer Mortgage.

7 Soaring Eagles ~ NOW OPEN!

719.392.8000
2 Story Townhomes from Mid $100's
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AF emphasizes language,
skills, cultural awareness
by Chief Master Sgt.
Paula Paige
Secretary of the Air Force
Print Public Affairs
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Air
Force officials are broadening their
vision of the expeditionary Airman.
This more agile Airman, armed
with a wide range of combat skills
and serving multiple deployments
in wartime theaters, must now learn
to navigate the global cultural landscape.
“Our Air Force needs Airmen
who can influence the outcomes of
U.S., allied and coalition operations
anywhere in the world,” Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley wrote in a January memo to the
deputy chief of staff for manpower
and personnel, whose organization
is developing a process for aligning
foreign language and culture skills to
meet the service’s mission.
“Unfortunately, an insufficient
number of Airmen understand and
are able to influence events in foreign
countries, while existing processes do
not enable us to meet current expectations or future requirements,” General Moseley wrote. “We need to systematically tailor global culture and
language competency development
to meet Air Force requirements.”
The increased emphasis on foreign language and culture training
includes the recent dissemination of
a foreign language self-assessment
survey sent via e-mail to more than
524,000 active, Reserve and Guard
Airmen. By the end of March, all officers in the rank of lieutenant colonel
and below, and all enlisted members
should have completed the survey.

The survey offers a list of languages for Airmen to select from and indicate their degree of skill. Interested
members also can take the Defense
Language Proficiency Test to determine whether they have sufficient
skill in a language of strategic value
to the Air Force, and if they qualify
for foreign language proficiency pay,
or FLPP.
The service does not plan to require Airmen to take the Defense
Language Proficiency Test if they
profess proficiency in a foreign language, but could pursue this avenue
in the future for specific languages of
increasing strategic value, officials
said.
The maximum pay for one language is $500 per month. Airmen
with multiple language skills can
earn up to $1,000 a month. Airmen
should contact their military personnel flight testing office to take a defense language proficiency test to see
if they are eligible for FLPP.
The Air Force has identified some
languages—Spanish and French for
example—as being “abundant in the
force” and will not pay for them unless Airmen are in a language-designated position or language-inherent
Air Force Specialty Code.
Airmen have several tools at their
disposal to increase their awareness
of foreign language and culture. The
Air Force’s Foreign Language and
Culture Program office has a new
Web page, accessible through the Air
Force Portal under the “Top Viewed:
Training” heading, on the “Language
and Culture Development Program”
link.
For more information, Airmen
also can call 703-693-7106.

Housing experts answer pressing questions
In last week’s Street Talk column, we asked
you what questions you had about base housing. We took your answers to Bill Leonard, the
Schriever point of contact for base housing and
housing privatization. Your questions, and his
answers, are below.
Q: Why are they not building a Base Exchange and commissary before the housing?
A: A Base Exchange and commissary have
to be financially feasible before they can be
built. AAFES and the Defense Commissary
Agency have determined that the new Base
Exchange and Commissary being built on the
eastern part of Peterson AFB are sufficient to
meet the overall needs of Schriever AFB residents due to their close proximity (only 10
miles and 15 minutes away).
Q: How long will it be before we have a
commissary and BX?
A: Neither AAFES nor DECA have any
plans to build their main facilities here in the
near term. However, the 50th Space Wing is
currently working with AAFES to expand the
shoppette and build other amenities such as a
Services Mall that will make living at Schriever
a positive experience.
Q: Where will they be built, and will there
be a commissary out here also?

America is at War...

A: The housing units will be built on the
northeast side of the base near where the old
windmill used to stand. As of now, there will
not be a commissary, but 50th SW is working
with AAFES to expand the shopette.
Q: How many units will there be, and will
there be a park where children can play?
A: There will be 269 single-family and duplex housing units built here as part of the project. The housing community will include amenities such as a community center, playgrounds,
walking trails and athletic fields similar to what
you would find off-base in upscale residential
communities. We are finalizing negotiations
with the developer, Actus Lend Lease, and expect to announce additional amenities by the
end of April.
Q: Is there going to be privatization?
A: The housing community will be a privatized housing community. Privatization allows
the Air Force to provide military families access
to safe, quality, affordable and well-maintained
housing in a community at a much quicker
pace than is possible through traditional military construction.
Privatization uses private-sector funding to
design, construct and operate a housing community for 50 years where military members
may choose to live.

MAN RUNS AWAY WITH WOMAN!
Italian Ice Cream

24 Flavors

Twice the Flavor of regular Ice Cream!
Less than half the fat!

Tired of the same old routine? Need to get away with
your sweetheart? Then run away to the Silver Saddle
Motel in historic Manitou Springs to take advantage
of our military-only $99 special and enjoy one of our
ultra-luxury suites complete with a full-size hot tub!
At this rate, you almost can’t afford to stay on base!

!SK !BOUT /UR -ILITARY 3PECIALS
Now Open in Briargate

215 Manitou Ave
719-685-5611
www.silver-saddle.com

8816 N. Union Blvd • 719-282-3135
in Albertsons Plaza

Hours: Tues. - Fri. 12pm - 8pm • Sat. & Sun. 12pm - 6pm • Mon. Closed

...and a tradition continues.

$MFBS#SBDFT
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JO5PXO

Blue Star Service Banners are Back
Men and women in military
uniforms are on the
front lines of our war
on terrorism. In wars
past, a Blue Star
Banner in the window
of a home showed a
family’s pride in their
loved one serving in
the U.S. Armed
Forces and reminded
others that preserving
America’s freedom demands
much.
Every neighborhood has
someone serving in the cur-

rent war on terrorism. As we
steel ourselves for a
long and difficult war,
the sight of the Blue
Star Banner in homes
will remind us of the
personal sacrifices
being made to preserve our way of life.
From the more than 4
million men and
women of The American
Legion, the American Legion
Auxiliary, the Sons of The
American Legion...and all your
fellow Americans...we say,
“Thank you.”

Offer good thru June 1st

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

/PFNCBSSBTTJOHVODPNGPSUBCMFXJSFT

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

505"--:$-&"3"/%*/7*4*#-&
$IFBQFSGBTUFSSFTVMUTUIBOUSBEJUJPOBMXJSFCSBDFT
e referral is
No Primary Car
ply call for
necessary. Sim
t.
an appointmen

'3&&$POTVMUBUJPO
'3&&8IJUFOJOH
"GUFSDPNQMFUJPOPGDMFBS
CSBDFTUSFBUNFOU

/FX1BUJFOU
$MFBOJOH0OMZ




*ODMVEFT'3&&FYBN
CJUFXJOHYSBZTXIFOTDIFEVMFE
XJUIBSFHVMBSDMFBOJOH1MFBTF
DBMMGPSBOBQQPJOUNFOU
/FXQBUJFOUTPOMZ

VH Bashi DDS
6425 Wall Street
(at Dublin & Academy)

528-8292

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Base tests emergency response concept
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
A 50th Space Wing Operational Readiness Exercise
March 21 and 22 tested, for the first time, Schriever’s
implementation of the Air Force Incident Management
System.
The tabletop exercise, conducted in the 50th SW conference room here, tested changes to Air Force Instruction
10-2501, “Air Force Emergency Management Program
and Operations,” said Capt. Michelle Kneupper of the
50th SW Inspector General’s office.
“It went well overall,” Captain Kneupper said. “It was a
good familiarization to the Emergency Operations Center
concept. We learned where we stand with regard to lines
of communication.”
AFIMS is the Air Force implementation of the National
Incident Management System. Michael Guyne, an observer from the Air Force Civil Engineer Support Agency
at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., explained AFIMS during a
visit to Schriever in November.
Presidential Directive 5, issued after Hurricane Katrina
struck New Orleans in 2006, directed all national agencies’ emergency response teams to speak the same language during disaster response. The EOC and Emergency
Support Function concepts were a part of many national
agencies’ lexicons before Hurricane Katrina, but the
Department of Defense still used Disaster Control Group
terminology.
“When we talk to our civilian counterparts, they (need
to) know what we’re talking about,” Mr. Guyne said. “So
instead of changing the entire United States, we’re changing our emergency management system.”
Exercise evaluation team members met prior to the
WORI to create exercise scenarios. The March 22 EOC
scenario entailed a vehicle explosion near the West Portals
that released a chemical agent onto the base, resulting in
mass casualties and massive damage.
“Overall, we had a good response,” Captain Kneupper
said. “For this exercise, we were focusing on lines of communication between ESFs and their offices of collateral

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Lt. Col. Gary Henry (left) and other members of the base Emergency Operations Center discuss the base’s
response to scenarios during the Wing Operational Readiness Inspection here March 22. This was the first test
of the EOC at Schriever since experts introduced new terminology and procedures Nov. 16, 2006. Colonel Henry,
deputy commander of the mission support group, was the EOC commander during the exercise.

responsibility. We wanted to make sure the EOC director
could work with the ESFs, who could in turn work with
their OCRs.”
No off-base agencies participated in this tabletop exercise, Captain Kneupper said.
“We wanted to keep it internal as we work out the
new relationships within the EOC,” she said. “At the next
tabletop exercise, we’ll look at inviting off-base agencies
to participate.”
The WORI’s first day saw the Wing Integrated Operations Center, or WIOC, exercised for the second time. Col.
John Hyten, 50th SW commander, introduced the WIOC
concept in May 2006 as a successor to the battle staff

structure. Under the WIOC, space professionals can see a
satellite anomaly as part of a larger scope of operations.
The 50th Operations Support Squadron led the WIOC
stand-up during the WORI, and space professionals here
are continuing to take away valuable lessons from the
exercises, Captain Kneupper said.
Other exercise scenarios included an evacuation from
the DeKok Building, a simulated incident of driving under
the influence and a robbery at the on-base credit union.
“We rely on our evaluators for the scenarios,” Captain
Kneupper said. “They’re our experts. We look for the objectives we need to meet for each exercise and add inputs
(Colonel Hyten) or the units want to add.”

Making
Childhood
Safe &
Secure
Proud to serve the
Pikes Peak Region
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Colorado Publishing Company

We Have Your
Community Covered!
If you want to reach the Business Community, the Large Military Market,
The Legal, Financial or the Real Estate Market, then we have you covered.

Let us be a powerful tool in your marketing strategy.
For advertising or subscription information call.

719.634.5905 • www.csbj.com
31 E. Platte Avenue, Suite 300 • Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Satellite Flyer

March 29, 2007

www.schriever.af.mil

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Mexican Style Baked Chicken, Country Style Steak, Fish Portions
Caribbean Jerk Chicken, Veal Parmesan
Baked Chicken, Baked Ham, Swiss Steak with Brown Gravy
Baked Fish with Lemon-Garlic sauce, Pork Schnitzel, Yakisoba
Caribbean Jerk Chicken, Salisbury Steak, Baked Fish
Fried Fish, Liver and Onions, Pork Chops with Mushroom Gravy

HAWC offers mountain bike giveaway

Space Symposium needs volunteers

The Schriever Health and Wellness
Center is giving away a mountain bicycle
and other prizes for anyone who takes part
in specific wellness activities.
People who participate in organized
wellness classes or fitness center activities
from today to May 25 will receive points
toward a prize drawing.
For more information, contact the
HAWC at 567-4292.

The 23rd National Space Symposium
needs volunteers for its next event April 9
to 12.
Individuals who volunteer for a fourhour shift earn a complimentary pass to the
exhibit center and one symposium session.
For more information, visit www.nationalspacesymposium.org. To volunteer,
contact Tech. Sgt. Mark Obert, National
Reconnaissance Office Operations Squadron, at 567-7791.

Be a better leader; read
Airmen who want to become a better
advocate of air and space power can check
out Chief of Staff Reading List books from
the reading library in the DeKok Building
here.
The library, located in Room 310, carries all recommended books for 2007 and
most recommended books from the 2006
and 2005 reading lists.
It also carries CLEP and DANTES
study guides.
For more information, contact Tech.
Sgt. Leah Wilson, 50th Mission Support
Squadron, at 567-7329.

* Menu subject to change
without notice based on
availability.

Crispy Baked Chicken, Fish Lemon/Garlic Butter

Other Eats & Treats:

FYI

9

Earth Day speakers wanted
The 50th Civil Engineer Squadron
Environmental Flight is looking for volunteers to speak at events during Earth Week,
which begins April 23.
Speakers already lined up include experts from the Department of Energy, local
utility companies and gardeners.
For more information, contact Bill
Kivela, 50th CES, at 567-4030.

AF changes rules on leave, pass
Airmen may receive special pass in
conjunction with leave without requiring a

High Plains Café
Outdoor Recreation Office
AAFES Shopette

duty day between pass and leave periods,
Air Force Personnel Command announced
Wednesday, Mrch 21.
Airmen must be in the local area when
they depart and return from leave.
If they wish to leave the local area during pass and not return before beginning
leave, the entire leave and pass period is
leave.
Commanders may further restrict leave
and pass as necessary to meet mission
requirements.

Trina’s Diner
Falcon’s Nest
Einstein Brothers

50th SCS offers free training
The 50th Space Communications
Squadron has posted April and May schedules for its free software training classes.
Class topics include Microsoft Office
software and Adobe Acrobat Professional
classes.
Schedules are also available for equipment custodian training and local area
network training.
For more information, contact the
Training Services office at 567-7887.

Volleyball Standings
(as of March 27)
Competitive
50th SCS ...........................6-1
22nd SOPS ........................5-2
4th SOPS ...........................4-2
50th CES ...........................4-3
NOPS ................................2-4
2nd SOPS ..........................2-5
3rd SES .............................0-6

Recreation
50th OSS ...........................3-0
50th OG/OGV ...................2-1
50th CONS I .....................2-1
50th CPTS .........................1-2
50th SFS ............................1-2
50th CONS II ....................0-3

$IDLUVWDUWLQOLIHVWDUWVDW
WKHEUHDNIDVWWDEOH
2QHLQ¿YHFKLOGUHQ
LQRXUUHJLRQ
LVDWULVNRIKXQJHU
<RXFDQHQGLW
3OHDVHKHOS
&DUH 6KDUH)RRG%DQN
$YLDWLRQ:D\6WH
&RORUDGR6SULQJV&2

ZZZFDUHDQGVKDUHRUJ

Grace! Absolutely Amazing.
M^WjmekbZ_jjWa[\ehoek
jeX[Yec[W9^h_ij_Wd_\oek
\ebbem[Zj^[D[mJ[ijWc[dj
fWjj[hd5:_iYel[h_d]WdZ
Wffbo_d]=eZ½iWcWp_d]]hWY[
_iW]h[WjfbWY[jeijWhj$
M[½h[h[WZoje^[bf

567-7341
or 567-3920

SUNDAY
Bible Classes at 9am  Worship at 10am & 6pm
WEDNESDAY
Bible Classes at 7pm
Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching  A Cappella Music

1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at 14th and Pikes Peak, west of downtown

(719) 634-6138  http://www.PikesPeakChurchOfChrist.org
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)TS THE WAY OUR HOMES ARE BUILT )TS THE WAY WE DO BUSINESS

AVAILABLE NOW
CREEK TERRACE

CLAREMONT RANCH

Homes Available
In April
CREEK TERRACE

MULE DEER CROSSING

“The Brandy Station”
7166 Araia Drive • $209,405.00
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage 4 Level Home
Unfinished Basement, Vaulted Ceilings
1327 Finished Sq Ft/ 1655 Total

CLAREMONT RANCH
“The Melbourne”
8091 Parsonage Lane • $227,700.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Sitting Room Off Master With Fireplace
1712 Finished Sq Ft/ 2408 Total

“The Ian Point”
733 Harvest Field Way • $237,100.00
4 Bed, 3 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 4 Level Home
Finished Basement, Stucco With Tile Roof
1924 Finished Sq Ft

“The Cape York”
7839 Parsonage Lane • $227,450.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath 2 Car Garage, 2 Story Home
Unfinished Basement, Vaulted Ceilings
1666 Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total

“The Melbourne”
3977 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Sitting Room Off Master With A Loft And Fireplace,
Full Basement With Rec Room Finish
1712/2408 Sq Ft

“The Melbourne”
7827 Parsonage Lane • $227,200.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story Home
Loft Sitting Room Off Master With Fireplace
1712 Finished Sq Ft/ 2408 Total

WOODMEN HILLS

“The Middleton”
1796 Dewhirst • $230,450.00
4 Bed, 3 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Air Conditioning, Full Finished Basement
2026 Sq Ft

Homes Available
In May
CREEK TERRACE

“The Ian Point”
3971 Reindeer Circle • $239,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level
Partial Basement With Rec Room Finish
1524/1924 Sq Ft

“The Ian Point”
7167 Araia Drive • $226,950.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home
Master Bedroom Has Private 5 Piece Master Bath
1524 Finished Sq Ft/ 1924 Total

PRONGHORN MEADOWS

“The Cape York”
7175 Araia Drive • $233,950
3 Beds, 2 1/2 Bath, Nice Open 2 Story Home,
Unfinished Basement, 2 Car Garage
1666 Finished Sq. Ft., 2,476 Total

“The Georgetown”
11820 Royal Portrush Ct. • $322,409.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 3 Car Garage 2 Story
Main Level Master, Unfinished Basement
2442 Sq Ft Finished/ 3978 Total. 43,630 Sq Ft Lot

MULE DEER CROSSING
“The Cape York”
8085 Parsonage Lane • $226,450.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Beautiful Kitchen
1666 Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total

“The Cape York”
3965 Reindeer Circle • $259,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Full Basement With Rec Room Finish
1666 Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total

“The Pemberton”
3869 Roan Drive • $258,950.00
5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 2 Car Garage Racnh
Home Full Finished Walk Out Basement
2610 Total Sq Ft

“The Fairfax”
3634 Reindeer Circle • $236,500.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths,2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Unfinished Walk Out Basement With Views
1496/2076 Sq Ft
“The Six Forty Eight”
8918 Oakmont Road • $274,075.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 3 Car Garage 2 Story
Corner Lot, Unfinished Basement
1910 Finished Sq Ft/ 2848 Total

“The Melbourne”
7844 Parsonage Lane • $227,200.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Sitting Room With Loft Off Masher With Fireplace
1712 Finished Sq Ft/ 2408 Total

“The Cape York
3702 Pronghorn Meadows Circle • $ 267,500.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Home Vaulted Ceilings On Upper & Main Levels
1666/2476 Sq Ft. Model Home!! Quick Close!!

“The Cape York”
3640 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Full Unfinished Basement, Views!!
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total
“The Melbourne”
3622 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 car garage, 2 story home
Walk-Out Lot with Nice Views!
1712/2408 Sq Ft
“The Cape York”
3628 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 bed, 2 ½ bath, 2 car garage, 2 story
Full Unfinished Basement on a Walk-Out Lot!
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total

“The Georgetown”
11794 Rio Secco Rd • $369,250.00
5 Bed, 3 ½ Bath, 3 Car Garage
Full Finished Walk Out Basement With Wet Bar. 3
Fireplaces, Main Level Master.
3978 Sq Ft.
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“The Brandy Station”
7856 Parsonage Lane • $207,450.00
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home
Vaulted Ceilings, Unfinished Basement
1327 Finished Sq Ft/ 1655 Total

“The Freemantle”
3875 Roan Drive • $237,450.00
4 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Home Formal Living Room And Dining Room
1862/2598 Sq Ft, Quick Close
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“The Fairfax”
3616 Reindeer Circle • $234,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 car garage 2 story
Full Unfinished Basement on a Garden Level Lot with Views!
1496/2076 Sq Ft
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Appliance Package Included in All Our Homes: Refrigerator w/Ice Maker, Smooth Top Range, Hood & Fan, Dishwasher, Washer & Dryer
With One Of Our Preferred Lenders Builder Pays All Closing Costs
Visit our Show Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm Sunday 1-5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Your Local Home Builder

Prices
from
the low
$200’s
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Airborne Laser fires targeting laser for first time
by Tech. Sgt. Eric Grill
95th Air Base Wing Public Affairs
EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif.
— The YAL-1A Airborne Laser, a modified
Boeing 747-400F, successfully test fired its
target illuminator laser March 15 during a
five-hour test flight.
The mission and test firing represented
the Airborne Laser’s first in-flight external
laser firing, and used the NC-135E “Big
Crow” test aircraft to verify the ABL’s abil-

ity to track an airborne target and measure
atmospheric turbulence.
The Airborne Laser aircraft is undergoing a long-term test phase at the Air Force
Flight Test Center here.
“This mission is a big milestone for our
program,” said Lt. Col. Michel Zumwalt,
the 417th Flight Test Squadron Airborne
Laser Combined Test Force operations officer. “It’s the first time we’ve actually had
photons leaving the airplane in flight. In
other words, we shot a kilowatt-class laser

photo by Kellie Masters

The YAL-1A Airborne Laser, a modified Boeing 747-400F, takes off from Edwards Air
Force Base, Calif., March 15 for a five-hour test mission. During the flight, pilots
fired the aircraft’s target illuminator laser for the first time.

out of our aircraft and we were able to track
a target.”
The test is a big step toward meeting a
mid-milestone for the program, Colonel
Zumwalt said.
The test firing was performed multiple
times off the California coast, said Colonel Zumwalt, who is one of only three Air
Force ABL pilots.
Current testing of the ABL is in preparation for the integration later this year of the
chemical oxygen iodine laser, or COIL—a
missile-killing, high-energy chemical laser.
The COIL comprises six interconnected
modules, each as large as a sport-utility vehicle turned on end. Each module weighs
about 6,500 pounds and has 3,600 separate
parts. When fired through a window in the
aircraft’s nose turret, it produces enough
energy in a 5-second burst to power a typical household for more than one hour.
The COIL is a megawatt-class laser, as
opposed to the kilowatt-class targeting laser test fired on the March 15 mission, said
Dr. Roc White, a contract test director and
test conductor for the Airborne Laser Combined Test Force, who was aboard the aircraft during the test flight.
“We spent an intense four or five months
of ground tests back at Wichita (Kansas),
first installing and then thoroughly testing
out the beam control system, which involved two high-power illuminator lasers,”
Dr. White said. “We call it low-power system integration, but that is relative (to the
COIL system).
“These high-power illuminators are significant laser systems, hence all of the concentration on doing this safely (which was)
initially proven out on the ground,” he said.
“The ground testing allowed us to basically
walk through the steps, but there is nothing

like a live test. Since we got back here to
Edwards in December, we’ve been working
to make it to this point to do this first openair lase. The mission couldn’t have gone
much better.”
Mitchell Ray, the Boeing air vehicle integration and test operations lead, also the
test director for the March 15 mission.
“I think it’s probably pretty clear by now
that this is a rather complex choreography,
if you will, of assets,” Mr. Ray said. “All
kinds of things need to come together to enable us to do this. What we want to do is get
all the external factors just right so we test
the actual weapons system.
“On the 15th, everything came together
and allowed us to do that,” Mr. Ray said.
“(This was) our first attempt at doing it, and
on our very first try, we got it right (on) the
mark.”
The next major step for the test program
is to combine what was started with the
tracking of another aircraft with the target
illuminator laser, Dr. White said, thus being
able to then project out the surrogate highenergy laser, called the SHEL.
“The surrogate high-energy laser will
be representative of what the COIL is (and
perform) in a manner that will prepare us
for actually installing the COIL,” he said.
The Missile Defense Agency is testing
and developing the Airborne Laser as part
of the boost phase defense segment of the
Ballistic Missile Defense System.
The ABL, designed to identify, track and
intercept enemy ballistic missiles shortly
after missile launch, would operate at altitudes above the clouds to locate and track
missiles in their boost flight phase, and then
accurately point and fire the high-energy
laser to intercept enemy missiles near their
launch areas, MDA officials said.
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Girl Scouting builds girls of courage,
confidence, and character, who make
the world a better place.

#PZ4DPVUT
PG"NFSJDB
*/7*5&4:06340/50
+0*/$6#4$0654

'PSNPSFJOGPSNBUJPO DPOUBDUVT
PSXXXHJSMTDPVUTXXDPSH

Contact 634-1584 or
www.pikespeakbsa.org
For more information
Cub Scouts – 1st thru 5th grade Boys
Boy Scouts – 11 – 18 year old Boys
Venture Scouts – 14 -20 year old Boys and Girls
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Grand Opening

Homes are ready!
Buy from a blueprint? Are you kidding?

At Journey Homes’ new
Countryside North community, you
can see, touch, and feel your new home.
We don’t expect you to buy off a blueprint.
Walk through ranches, two-story, and
split level homes, all
specifically designed for Colorado.
Unfinished basements included! You’ll find lots of
extras that other builder charge extra for.
Open 10 to 6, Monday through Saturday,
and 12 to 6 on Sunday.
719-482-5287 or 1-800-620-8319

www.JourneyHomes.com
15 different home styles.
$211,075 1,250 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$216,075 1,307 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$219,200 1,641 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bathroom, split level
$219,600 1,305 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$224,600 1,401 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$225,425 1,632 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bathroom, two-story
$225,600 1,481 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, ranch
$226,200 1,832 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bathroom, split level

All home prices and offers subject to change without prior notice.

Visit
today.

Fort
Carson

È

Sheridan
Alaska
Montana
Arizona
Colorado
Nevada
Jackson
Washington

Minutes from Fort Carson.
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Academy cadet triumphs over personal tragedies
by Tech. Sgt. Steve German
Air Force News Agency
As part of a church group, a U.S. Air Force Academy
cadet felt a need to help other people. Cadet 2nd Class
Erik Mirandette’s journey would take him more than two
years and 9,000 miles across the African continent—a
journey that would cost him far more than time and distance.
“It was (because of) a sense of restlessness that I
wanted to make a difference. You see on TV the situations
overseas and specifically for me in Africa, and just this
desire to become involved to make a difference for somebody other than myself,” Cadet Mirandette said during
a presentation at the Academy’s National Character and
Leadership Symposium in February.
With the help of his brother, Alex, and two friends,
Cadet Mirandette traveled across the continent delivering medicine to small towns that needed it. Near the end
of their journey—in a crowded marketplace in Cairo,
Egypt—their trip took a tragic turn.
“Approaching us came this guy, about 18 years old
with a bucket clenched to his chest,” Cadet Mirandette
recalled. “Inside the bucket, forensics teams would tells
us later that there was the equivalent of about 20 kilos of
TNT blanketed with nails. He blew himself up about 10
feet away from me.”
Cadet Mirandette described the chaos that followed.
“The moments after that were just utter hell,” he said.
“There was a cloud of choking smoke that filled the air.
Body parts were strewn all over the ground. (I was) lying
in the street naked—most of my clothes had been blown
off. My body didn’t work; the nerves in my leg had been
severed. Half of my left arm was blown off. Hundreds of

photo by 1st Lt. John Ross

Cadet 2nd Class Erik Mirandette talks to a packed auditorium at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs.
Cadet Mirandette was injured in a terrorist bombing in Cairo, Egypt, while on a humanitarian mission with a
church group delivering medicine to small towns across Africa. The bombing killed his younger brother, Alex.

nails were sticking out of my arms and legs and head. It
was a pretty nasty situation.”
Then he looked for his brother ... but his brother hadn’t
survived the blast.
Cadet Mirandette returned to the Academy after losing
roughly 65 percent of the back of his left arm. He still

carries some of the nails in his body. His new passion is to
put such attacks to an end.
“I’m trying to go for (the Air Force Office of Special
Investigations),” he said. “If I don’t get that, I’m going
to try and go into intelligence and hopefully ... prevent
similar attacks on good people.”

Please
Recycle

HEROES
CARING FOR
HEROES
Thank you to our health care heroes

TriWest salutes the dedicated doctors providing care to
TRICARE beneficiaries in Colorado Springs and across
the TRICARE West Region. Thank you for your care and
support of America’s military family.

www.triwest.com

Are you benefiting from the quality care provided by your TRICARE doctor?
Be sure to use this National Doctors’ Day—March 30, 2007—to reach out and thank
your health care provider for the care and attention they give you and your family.
TriWest Healthcare Alliance provides access to quality health care for 2.8 million members of America's military family
in the 21-state TRICARE West Region. + 1-888-TRIWEST (874-9378)
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Spring Fling a ‘hoppin’ good’ time for families
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Spring Fling is going to be a “hoppin’ good” time for children
large and small, the 50th Services Division director of marketing
said.
This year’s Spring Fling is scheduled for the Main Fitness Center here Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Spring Fling helps build a sense of community for Schriever
families by letting them interact in a family-friendly environment,
James Grof said.
“It’s an exciting and great way to welcome the spring season,
meet new friends and families and continue to build Schriever’s
sense of community,” Mr. Grof said.
The event will offer children visits with Hairy the Bunny, Easter
egg scrambles, pony rides, a petting zoo, games and more.
The egg scrambles will be held at different times for different
age groups. Toddlers age 1 and 2 will have the first crack at 11 a.m.
Children ages 3 to 5 will start scrambling at 11:45 a.m., and children ages 6 to 12 will take their turn starting at 12:30 p.m. Mr. Grof
asked parents to bring their children’s baskets for the event.
The line for Hairy will open at 10:15 a.m. and continue through
2 p.m. Children and parents will be able to view photos of their
visit with Hairy online after the event.
A special “meal deal” lunch is available for $2 at the food tent.
Proceeds will go toward the cost of Spring Fling.
Strollers will not be allowed inside the Main Fitness Center due
to space restrictions. A stroller parking area will be established near
the entrance.
Mr. Grof thanked the volunteers and sponsors who have committed to supporting Spring Fling.
“Without them, this event would not be possible,” he said.

One of the most popular events at every Spring Fling is the
Easter egg scramble, which gives children the chance to
collect as many eggs as they can. This year’s egg scramble
begins at 11 a.m. for the 1- and 2-year-old age group.

photos by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Spring Fling is an opportunity for Schriever families to enjoy a community atmosphere. Bring cameras to record your children’s adventures.
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Around the AOR:

A Snapshot of Air Force Ops in Iraq, Afghanistan

SOUTHWEST ASIA — U.S. Central Command Air
Forces officials have released the airpower summary for
March 27.
In Afghanistan, an Air Force B-1B Lancer dropped
guided bomb unit-38s on insurgents in an open area and
others hiding behind a wall near Tarin Kowt. An on-scene
joint terminal attack controller confirmed the targets were
directly hit.
Air Force F-15E Strike Eagles dropped GBU-38s and
GBU-39s on two enemy buildings used as a small-arms
and rocket-propelled grenade firing positions near Now
Zad. A JTAC confirmed the buildings were destroyed.
Another F-15E dropped a GBU-38 on a building
containing an enemy firing position near Tarin Kowt.
The strike came at the request of the JTAC after coalition
forces received small-arms, mortar and RPG fire from the
building. The JTAC confirmed the building was destroyed.
Near Kajaki Dam, an F-15E dropped a GBU-38 on
an enemy occupied building. The insurgents entered the
building after engaging coalition forces with RPGs. The

aircrew and the JTAC reported the weapon was a direct hit
and the building was completely leveled.
In total, 28 close-air-support missions were flown in
support of International Security Assistance Force and
Afghan troops, reconstruction activities and route patrols.
In Iraq, Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt IIs provided overwatch for coalition forces receiving small-arms and RPG
fire near Baghdad. The A-10s also provided reconnaissance for a suspected enemy mortar position and reported
various suspicious activity in the area.
Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcons conducted counter-improvised explosive device missions on several routes near
Baghdad.
Near Tal Afar, F-16s provided a show of force for a
coalition convoy attacked by a vehicle carrying an IED. A
JTAC reported the show of force as successful. The F-16s
also provided overwatch for a meeting near Tal Afar.
In total, coalition aircraft flew 66 close-air-support
missions for Operation Iraqi Freedom. These missions
provided support to coalition troops, infrastructure protec-

photo by Tech. Sgt. Cecilio Ricardo Jr.

A F-16 Fighting Falcon detaches from a KC-135 Stratotanker after refueling in the skies over Iraq.

tion, reconstruction activities and operations to deter and
disrupt terrorist activities.

Air traffic controllers at Balad AB keep skies safe
by Master Sgt. Bryan Ripple
332nd Air Expeditionary Wing
Public Affairs
BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq — With
5,000 air operations per week within a
five-nautical-mile radius from surface
level to 3,000 feet, the airfield here
is the busiest in the Department
of Defense.
In fact, the runways at
Balad Air Base are part
of the world’s busiest
combat operation.
At this pace, the 22
Airmen assigned here as air
traffic controllers in the Balad
tower have their eyes on 18 to 20,000
air operations per month and 72,000 to

75,000 during the Air Expeditionary
Force 5/6 rotation alone.
At the end of the year, it’s likely air
traffic controllers here will have tracked
more than 290,000 operations.
“These numbers are just our takeoffs
and landings, including 35 different airframes,” said Master Sgt.
Scott Alexander, deployed here
from Seymour Johnson Air
Force Base, N.C. as the Balad
Tower assistant chief controller.
“You can go from talking to
eight aircraft at one time
to 20 aircraft coming
from all over the place.
We’ve really got some
sharp young people here
handling the traffic.”

Senior Airman Frank Gilman, 332nd Expeditionary Operations Support Squadron, air traffic controller, works the Balad Center Scope position at the Combined Enroute Radar Approach Control facility here, under the watchful eyes of
Staff Sgt. Matthew Sandner, watch supervisor in charge of daily operations.
photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Holzworth

Bagram PRT rebuilds Afghanistan one school at a time
by Staff Sgt. Carlos Diaz
U.S. Central Command Air Forces Public Affairs
BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan — The Air Force-led
Bagram Provincial Reconstruction Team attended a ceremony
March 26 marking the first day of class at a high school in
Kapisa Province.
Several key speakers addressed the crowd of hundreds of
children, parents, students, educators and onlookers.
After the speeches, a school bell was rung eight times to
signify the beginning of a new school year.

During a tree-planting ceremony, an abundance of smiles
flashed on many Afghan faces. Soon after, the school tour began where Air Force and Army personnel helped distribute
the school supplies.
Inside a packed classroom, a group of
schoolgirls stood awaiting their supplies.
They each received several pens, markers,
rulers and notebooks.
The governor of Kapisa Province,
Abdul Satar Murad, said he was proud of
what the ceremony meant to his people.

Hamidullah Hatam, accompanied
by Brig. Gen. Christopher Miller,
plants one of 3,000 pine and fruit
tree saplings donated by the U.S.
Bagram Provincial Reconstructive Team at Mahmud Raqi High
School in Deh Baba Ali, Afghanistan, Monday. Bagram PRT Team
members aided in building the
High School and also donated
several bundles of school supplies. Mr. Hatam is the education
administer advisor for the Afghan
Ministry of Education. General
Miller is the 455th Expeditionary
Wing commander.

photo by Tech. Sgt. Cecilio Ricardo Jr.

