Outstanding Airmen
Air Force Space Command named its winners for
Outstanding Airmen of the
Year Friday. See Page 3 for
a list of winners as well as
information about their visit.
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News Briefs
Col. Hyten farewell dinner
The Schriever community is invited to attend
a farewell dinner for Col.
John Hyten, 50th Space
Wing commander, and his
family at the Peterson Air
Force Base Consolidated
Club May 21 at 6 p.m.
The dinner is $15 for
club members and $18 for
non-members.
For more information,
including ticket sales representatives, contact Alicia
Chavez, 50th SW Protocol,
at 567-5048.

Barricade maintenance
Barricade maintenance
near the Enoch Road gate
has been extended to May
10 due to weather delays.
Only inbound vehicles
will be permitted through
the gate between 5:30 and
8 a.m., and only outbound
vehicles will be allowed
through between 3:30 and
5:30 p.m.
At other times, drivers
should observe four-waystop rules and be ready for
possible delays.

Are you ‘fit for duty’?
The Pentagon Channel
is seeking talent for a new
show, “Fit for Duty,” a daily
exercise program intended
for viewer participation.
The show needs an oncamera exercise instructor
with a passion for fitness
and wishes to inspire fellow
servicemembers.
Any active-duty servicemember, guardsman or reservist may apply. For more
information, visit www.
pentagonchannel.mil.

Office 2007 available
Schriever employees can
purchase Microsoft Office
2007 for $21.03 thanks
to a purchase agreement
between Microsoft and Air
Force Space Command.
Office 2007 will be part
of the Air Force Standard
Desktop version 2.0, which
is scheduled to be deployed
to desktop PCs Air Forcewide in September.
For more information,
contact David Morales, 50th
Space Communications
Squadron, at 567-3261.
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Lt. Col. John Shaw, left, receives a plaque recognizing the 4th Space Operations Squadron’s 15 years of excellence from Jerry Dowdy of
the MILSATCOM Systems Wing Site Activation Task Force here during an anniversary ceremony Friday. The squadron activated April 30,
1992. The first Milstar satellite launched Feb. 7, 1994, from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla. Colonel Shaw is 4th SOPS’ commander.

Happy 15th anniversary, 4th SOPS!
Unit’s 2006 highlights include AFSPC award, massive Milstar move
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
More than 200 past and present members of
the 4th Space Operations Squadron gathered for
the unit’s 15th anniversary celebration Friday
afternoon at the Schriever softball pavilion to
enjoy a catered barbecue dinner and live music
by a USAF Acedemy band trio.
“Congratulations on 15 years of outstanding
service,” said Col. Cal Hutto, 50th Space Wing
vice commander, at the anniversary ceremony.
“You guys get it—you guys live it every day.
People are alive today based on what you do.”
The squadron activated April 30, 1992.
While the first Milstar satellite would not launch
for almost another two years, training kept the
new squadron’s operators busy. Milstar Flight
1 launched Feb. 7, 1994, from Cape Canaveral
Air Force Station, Fla.
The Feb. 15, 1994, Falcon Feedback called
the satellite a “switchboard in space” whose
goal was to integrate into Navy, Army and Air
Force warfighting systems. At the time, Brig.
Gen. Leonard Kwiatkowski was the Milstar program director at the Space and Missile Systems
Center as Los Angeles Air Force Base, Calif.
“We need the dedicated, secure communication provided by Milstar,” General Kwiatkowski said then. “We cannot allow adversaries to
deny us critical communications. We will not
have six months to prepare for war as we did in
(Operation) Desert Storm.”
These words would prove prophetic seven
years later. The terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
2001, changed the Air Force and the nation—

“You guys get it—you guys live it
every day. People are alive today
based on what you do.”
— Col. Cal Hutto
50th Space Wing Vice Commander
and 4th SOPS found a new focus for its secure
communications mission.
A satellite constellation once devoted to ensuring communications during a strategic nuclear confrontation also became a critical tool
for tactical special forces in the mountains of
Afghanistan.
“You know you’re dealing with the warrior
because they call ‘1-800-Milstar’ when they
need help,” Colonel Hutto said. “Our special
forces warriors and other warfighters around the
globe need to be able to call home, and because
of Milstar, they can count on that phone call always working.”
The operations tempo increased in Afghanistan and later in Iraq, and satellite systems designed for secure communication left warriors
in theater scrambling for increasingly sparse access to Milstar assets. U.S. Strategic Command,
based at Offutt AFB, Neb., asked the 4th SOPS
experts how best to proceed.
The squadron’s answer was to move the entire constellation. Each satellite would shift its
orbit and geographic subpoint in turn so that 4th
SOPS could position the Milstar satellites with
higher bandwidth capability over the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility.
The total timeline for planning and execu-

tion of the complex operation lasted nearly two
years. In order to properly execute the constellation redeployment, 4th SOPS deployed some
of its best operators to Andersen AFB, Guam,
with the Ground Mobile-3 vehicle in November
2006.
The operation was completed—with tremendous success—in mid-April, said 4th SOPS
commander Lt. Col. John Shaw.
“The proudest moment of the entire operation for me was the 15-hour day when we reconnected the (satellite-to-satellite) crosslinks into
their final configurations,” Colonel Shaw said.
“Everyone was busy in some capacity—contractor, Airman and civilian. We had our GM-3
folks overseas ... everyone was busy.”
Air Force Space Command recently recognized 4th SOPS as the best space operations
squadron in the command with the 2006 Gen.
Richard C. Henry Award. Colonel Shaw challenged the squadron to continue their tradition
of outstanding performance.
“The next couple of years will not be easier;
they’ll be tougher,” he said.
The squadron will have to adapt to supporting warfighters’ communication needs through
the addition of the Advanced Extremely High
Frequency system, which will complement the
existing Milstar constellation when it comes
online in 2008.
However, Colonel Shaw said he has confidence in the squadron’s continued outstanding
performance.
“This is a terrific team,” he said. “It’s with
great joy I know 4th SOPS will be in great hands
as it faces those oncoming challenges.”
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Satellite Flyer goes online
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Le roi est mort. Vive le roi.
Today’s issue of the Satellite Flyer is the last that the
50th Space Wing Public Affairs Office will directly produce. But you will continue to see a base newspaper with
stories about the Schriever community as well as interesting stories from around the Air Force.
We’re moving our focus to the Web—you’ll find some
stories on www.schriever.af.mil before you see them in
the paper, and some stories that we publish online will
be offered as Web exclusives: that is, they won’t be in the
paper at all.
An Air Force Public Affairs newspaper working group
met in 2006 to discuss the way forward for the career
field, which faced manning cuts and increasing deployments throughout the public affairs career field. The group
found that the process of laying out and designing newspapers was too time-intensive to continue doing.
The working group recommended, and the chief of Air
Force Public Affairs at the Pentagon endorsed, a shift of
focus away from printed newspapers toward Web-based
publications.
“The nature of public affairs is changing,” said Ed Parsons, chief of 50th SW Public Affairs. “The shift in focus
helps us best take advantage of new technology in light of
our decreasing manpower.”
We recognized, however, that people still wanted to
have access to a printed product. Although the Web is a
good answer, you can’t take the Web to the dining hall
with you.
That’s where our publisher, the Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group, comes in: they will continue to
publish a newspaper under contract to the Satellite Flyer,

using stories we provide either directly or through other
military public affairs sources.
Under our shift to a Web-based news service at www.
schriever.af.mil, we commit to offering you faster news,
more in-depth feature stories and commentaries, and more
stories that explore the growing community at Schriever.
Here’s a short list of what we’ll continue to offer:
• News, feature stories and commentaries from and
about the Schriever community.
• Up-to-date information on Snow Call, which is one of
the first stops for people who want to find out about base
delays or closures.
• Comprehensive information on topics of interest to
the Schriever community, such as base housing (www.
schriever.af.mil/housing) and information for new community members (www.schriever.af.mil/newcomersinformation) with links to local area base guides and information they need to inprocess.
• A library rich with information about the base’s
namesake, Gen. Bernard Schriever; the history of the 50th
SW and its predecessor, the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing;
biographies on past and present leaders and fact sheets on
many of our 50th SW and tenant units.
• “Get Out and Go” information that people can look at
to find something to do off base.
• A Letters to the Editor feature (www.schriever.af.mil/
letters) that will allow you to offer your thoughts about
current events around the Air Force.
Starting May 10, while you’ll still see a paper on the
newsstands, we encourage you to visit the Satellite Flyer
Online to stay abreast of the news everyday and to find
information that you won’t find in the printed product—
such as the history behind the phrase “Le roi est mort,
vive le roi,” which you’ll find in the online version of this
commentary on www.schriever.af.mil.

While driving around base the
other morning, I saw someone run
from their car to the entrance of their
work center. I didn’t think much of it
until I happened to look at the clock
in my truck. It read 7:29 a.m. I began
to wonder if the individual ran to
avoid our military tradition of playing
reveille where we raise the flag to
symbolize the beginning of our day.
Obviously, I can only hypothesize
about the person’s reasons, but I
believe the individual was trying to
avoid paying respect to the flag. It’s
not the first time I’ve seen it happen.
I’ll bet you have left the office or gym
only to find folks standing at the door
waiting for our national anthem to
begin and end while standing under
the “safety” of cover so they didn’t
need to stand at attention and salute
our flag.
It really bothers me, especially
with so many of our warriors deployed overseas putting their lives
on the line to preserve the flag and

what it represents. We need to change
our culture and give our flag the
proper respect. It’s not just a piece of
cloth—it’s a symbol of our freedom
and way of life.
The Army seems to understand
this. If you ever find yourself on an
Army post, people don’t simply stop
driving during reveille or when the
national anthem plays. They get out
of their cars to pay respect.
An important document in solidifying our way of life is the Constitution. The authors spent months
arguing over many issues such as
state power versus federal power and
proper representation at the federal
level of government. These particular
arguments formed our Congressional
structure and voting. Ultimately, our
forefathers created a government
where three separate entities—the
president, Congress and courts—
shared power, creating a system of
checks and balances vital to proper
representation.
As military men and women, we
signed up to support and defend this
Constitution and what it represents.
Throughout its short history as an
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independent country, our nation
called on the military to protect its
freedoms and way of life and the
freedoms of other nations on several
occasions. Millions gave their lives
protecting the simple ideas scribed in
the Declaration of Independence and
Constitution.
I don’t know about you, but the
image of our Marines raising the flag
at Iwo Jima is forever engrained in
my mind.
The flag is a symbol of our nation,
our freedom and our way of life. It
was important to the individuals who
risked their lives to ensure it stood
tall flapping in the wind.
Let’s not forget where we came
from, the brave people who fought
for our independence and those who
fight to protect our freedoms today.
We owe it to them to pay our respects. More importantly, we owe it
to ourselves. We live in the greatest
country on Earth, and our flag represents who we are.
Think about this the next time you
have a choice between saluting our
flag and running “for cover” to your
office.

This Commercial Enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services.
Contents are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, the Department of Defense or the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts
or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the U.S. government, Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force
or Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user
or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 50th
Space Wing Public Affairs office. Paid advertising is accepted by
the publisher at 634-5905.
Deadline is Friday at noon, the week prior to publication.
E-mail submissions to flyer@schriever.af.mil or call the Public
Affairs office at 567-5040 for more information.
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Street Talk

Nation’s flag deserves proper respect
by Col. John McMullen
366th Operations Group
Commander

Satellite Flyer

What does Airmanship
mean to you?
2nd Lt. Jonathon
Hudgins
50th Operations
Support Squadron

“Being an expert
and professional in
the art of air and
space, power and
employment.”

Tech. Sgt. Roderick Gilmore
50th CPTS

“Believing in one’s
country and one’s
self.”

Capt. Joshua
Persing
50th Logistics
Readiness Flight

“Knowing that you
can depend on others in uniform.”

Master Sgt.
Nick Scales
50th Comptroller
Squadron

“As Airmen, we are
one—whether an
officer or enlisted,
we’re family. One
for all, all for one.”

Chief Master Sgt.
Patrick Whitley
595th Space Group

“Being true to your
commitment, and
being prepared for
whatever the Air
Force asks of you.”

Commander’s Hotline
E-mail: CommGramHL@Schriever.af.mil
Schriever’s Commander’s
Hotline is brought to the base by
Col. John Hyten, 50th Space Wing
commander.
It provides a communication
tool for people to obtain information and assistance in making
Schriever a better place to work.
Colonel Hyten asks that, before
you e-mail the Commander’s
Hotline, please try to resolve your
problem through the responsible
agencies listed here.

AFOSI ..........................................567-5049
Chaplain .......................................567-3705
Child Development Center...........567-4742
Clinic ............................................567-4455
Civilian Personnel ........................567-5799
Finance .........................................567-2009
Fitness Center...............................567-6628
Inspector General .........................567-3764
Law Enforcement Desk................567-5642
Military Personnel........................567-5900
Public Affairs ...............................567-5040
Safety ...........................................567-4236
TriCare Hotline ............................556-1016
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AFSPC OAY banquet a night to remember
by Master Sgt. Dorothy Goepel
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs
The excitement and emotion of the Air Force
Space Command Outstanding Airmen of the Year
banquet Friday was summed up best by Gen. Kevin
Chilton, AFSPC commander.
“Every one of our nominees is an inspiration to
me,” General Chilton said. “How blessed we are to
have such outstanding Airmen representing AFSPC
... We’re sending an excellent group to the Air Force
level.”
The special night at the Peterson Air Force Base
Consolidated Club ballroom unfolded as the 21 OAY
nominees took center stage during introductions and
proceeded through an eight-member saber cordon.
Chief Master Sgt. Danita Hundley, individual mobilization augmentee to the AFSPC Public Affairs
functional area manager, was the first to come forward. She accepted OAY honors on behalf of Master
Sgt. Jennifer Thibault, who could not attend as she
had given birth to a boy two days earlier.
Chief Hundley kicked off the program in a spirited manner as she clasped a foam board mask with

AFSPC announces
2006 OAY winners

an enlarged picture of Sergeant Thibault’s face and
advanced through the cordon. The evening continued
in that spirit.
Attendees enjoyed a full night that included dinner; a slide show titled “Airmen Then and Now”; music by the U.S. Air Force Academy band, Blue Steel;
remarks by retired Chief Master Sgt. Charles Zimkas
Jr., one of the 12 Air Force Outstanding Airmen for
1978 and the first AFSPC senior enlisted adviser; and
a video of nominees touring sites of interest throughout the week.
Speakers delivered words of admiration and accolades for the nominees throughout the evening. During his remarks, Chief Zimkas called the nominees
“brilliant, consistent, academically focused, superstars, dynamic leaders and operational geniuses.”
The night concluded with a long-awaited announcement of the winners. Each winner received a
trophy in the shape of a bronze-painted eagle with
outspread wings spanning 18 inches.
Oustanding Airmen winners on active duty will
go on to compete at the Air Force level. Sergeant
Thibault will advance to Air Force Reserve Command.

NCO

First Sergeant

Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Griffin,
fire protection station chief,
45th Civil Engineer Squadron,
Patrick AFB, Fla.

Senior Master Sgt. Jeffrey
Neutzling, 341st Missile Security Forces Squadron, Malmstrom AFB, Mont.

Airman

Senior NCO

IMA

Airman 1st Class Ashley
Garland, lead defense travel
administrator for the Space and
Missile Systems Center, Los
Angeles AFB, Calif.

Master Sgt. Gregory Morgan, operations superintendent,
17th Test Squadron, Space Innovation and Development Center,
Schriever AFB.

Master
Sgt.
Jennifer
Thibault, individual mobilization augmentee to the superintendent of Public Affairs, 21st
Space Wing, Peterson AFB.

The 2006 OAY winners are:

photo by Duncan Wood

Master Sgt. Gregory Morgan of the 17th Test Squadron at Schriever was named one of Air Force Space Command’s Outstanding
Airmen of the Year at the OAY banquet on Peterson Air Force Base
Friday. He received the honor from AFSPC commander Gen. Kevin
Chilton and AFSPC Command Chief Master Sgt. Michael Sullivan.

Winning Smiles For Everyone!
1FSTPOBM%FOUJTUSZ
XJUIB4PGU5PVDIGPS
$IJMESFO 1BSFOUT
(SBOEQBSFOUT
EXPERIENCED, CARING
AND GENTLE

Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

597-9737
SAME DAY
EMERGENCY CARE
www.powersdentalgroup.com

Caring For Smiles Since 1974
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Chaplains bring peace to Airmen’s wallets
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Financial management is a big problem in the Air Force—but it’s
one that the 50th Space Wing Chaplain Service Team is helping to
bring under control through a series of “Financial Peace” classes.
A recent class wrapped up April 26 with participants having
culled about $200,000 from their collective debt totals.
The four-month class focuses on different aspects of managing
money and getting out of debt, said Chaplain (Capt.) Chad Bellamy
of the Chaplain Service Team.
“The basic premise is to ‘act your wage,’” Chaplain Bellamy said.
“If you can’t pay cash for something, you’re not ready to buy it.
“The idea is to be responsible with money and have a plan. If I
need to buy new furniture, I plan ahead and buy it instead of simply
buying it, putting it on a credit card and financing it.”
About 40 people attended the class in all. The group comprised
junior enlisted Airmen, NCOs, company grade officers and civilians.
Some were doing well and wanted to do better, Chaplain Bellamy
said.
Others needed help.
“It had started affecting their career and marriage,” the chaplain
said. “They wanted to know, ‘How do I get out of this debt?’”
The course, created by Dave Ramsey, included seven “baby”
steps:
• Deposit $1,000 into a savings account for emergencies.
• Create a “debt snowball”—meet the minimum payments on ex-

isting balances, then pay an additional amount to the smallest balance. Once that balance reaches zero, use the minimum and additional amount you were paying to that to pay down the next-smallest
balance.
• Create a fully funded emergency account, with money enough
for three to six months of expenses, or $10,000 to $15,000.
• Invest 15 percent of your funds toward retirement. The class
recommends both the Thrift Savings Plan and Roth Investment Retirement Accounts.
• Establish a college fund for your children.
• Pay down the mortgage on your home.
• Bless others with your wealth.
“The last baby step is called the ‘great misunderstanding,’” Chaplain Bellamy explained. “Hoarding material wealth will not make
people happy. If you look at people after they’ve won the lottery,
money doesn’t necessarily make them happy. Happiness comes with
being able to share and bless other people.”
Participants in the class said it has offered them greater financial
freedom.
“The tips and strategies ... not only squelched my short-term
money problems but have also planted the seeds to make my longterm financial outlook very pleasing,” said 2nd Lt. Adam Beccue, a
spacecraft engineer with the 4th Space Operations Squadron here.
“As a new second lieutenant, I found it extremely beneficial.”
The Chaplain Service Team intends to hold another class in the
fall. The class would conclude in December around the beginning of
the Christmas shopping season.

Schriever salutes Asian-Pacific American Heritage
by Lorna Gutierrez
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
May is Asian-Pacific American Heritage
Month and it’s time to celebrate ... no matter
what your nationality.
This year’s theme is “Pursuing Excellence in Leadership, Diversity and Unity.”
Many activities will take place throughout
the month. Scheduled events include:

• a plate sale and fundraiser during lunchtime May 10 featuring Asian-inspired dishes.
• a display of prints, dolls, regional crafts,
fabric and wooden prayer cards that are hung
in shrines in Japan. The items will be on display May 19 to 25 in the DeKok Building
near Trina’s Coyote Café.
• Asian-inspired storybook readings at the
Child Development Center every Wednes-

day throughout the month. Volunteers are
welcome to read, dance or share any pictures
that are relevant to Asia or Pacific islands.
• a 5K run scheduled for May 24 near the
Main Fitness Center here. The first 30 finishers will receive 30 AAPI-themed t-shirts.
• a cultural heritage showcase May 31
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., which will feature a guest speaker, entertainers and a free
food tasting.

Here’s to YOUR next

{ thousand miles }
Ent Auto Loans
We know how valuable your time is and we’ll help you save more of it. You can finance your next auto loan purchase
right at the dealership without the hassle of pre-applying. All you have to do is make sure to ask to finance through Ent.
Don’t worry if you’re not already a member, the dealer can even help you establish your Ent membership. It couldn’t be
faster or easier. Don’t get your auto loan the hard way, simply “ask for Ent.”

7082-DHA04/07

Ent.com : : Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100
Pueblo (719) 542-5276 : : Toll-free 800-525-9623

We do business in accordance with the Federal Fair
Housing Law and the Equal Credit Opportunity Act

Ent is a community-chartered credit union. Ent is a trade name of Ent Federal Credit Union.
Equal Opportunity Lender • Federally Insured by NCUA • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2007

Schriever recognizes
April, May promotees
Airman First Class
Richard Buske, 50th MSS
Michael Darnton, 2nd SOPS
Carla Hall-Havlicheck,
4th SOPS
Stephen Martinez, 50th SFS

Senior Airman
Christopher Baker, 50th SFS
Jeremy Lengele, 50th CPTS
Karl Teichmann, 50th SCS

Staff Sergeant
Tyler Altenhofen, 3rd SOPS
Daniel Cable, 1st SOPS
Jason Yarborough, 50th SCS

Technical Sergeant
Anthony Grubb, 50th SCS
James Melvin, 4th SOPS

Senior Master Sergeant
Timothy Kelley, 50th MSS

Captain
Thomas Stromberg, 4th SOPS
Matthew Collins, 50th OSS
Nason Shafer, 22nd SOPS
Francis, Isasmendi, 22nd SOPS
Edward Richards, AFIT

Major
David Gilmore, 17th TS Det. 1
Jason Resley, 25th SCTS
Francois Roy, 4th SOPS
Alex Tacey, 22nd SOPS
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FYI

Take a hike!
The Health and Wellness Center has
scheduled a hike for Stanley Canyon
Friday starting at 8:30 a.m.
The trail is considered a moderate
hike, with a 1,500-foot elevation gain in
the first mile.
To join the hike, contact the HAWC
at 567-4292.

HCAC to meet Monday
The 21st Medical Group will hold
a Healthcare Consumers’ Advisory
Council meeting in the DeKok Building
Wing Conference Room Monday at 3
p.m.
The HCAC provides 21st MDG
customers an opportunity to express
concerns, ask questions and provide
feedback on their healthcare plan.
For more information, contact Ric
Carlson, 21st Medical Support Squadron, at 556-1016.

Questions about housing?
Schriever Airmen who live on Peterson Air Force Base are invited to attend
a housing privatization lease-signing
meeting Wednesday in the Peterson
AFB Community Center.
For more information, contact the
Peterson AFB Housing Office at 5564332.
photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

‘Can you hear me now?’
Aimee, age 12, tries on a headphone in an audiometric test booth at the Schriever
Medical Clinic April 20. More than 30 students from Panorama Middle School in
Colorado Springs visited Schriever as part of Junior Achievers’ Job Shadow Day.
Students’ interests varied from medical and veterinary fields to journalism.

2007 and most recommended books
from the 2006 and 2005 reading lists. It
also carries CLEP and DANTES study
guides.
For more information, contact Tech.
Sgt. Leah Wilson, 50th Mission Support
Squadron, at 567-7329.

50th SCS offers free training
The 50th Space Communications
Squadron has posted May schedules for
its free software training classes.
Class topics include Microsoft
Office software and Adobe Acrobat
Professional classes.
Schedules are also available for
equipment custodian training and local
area network training.
For more information, contact the
Training Services office at 567-7887.

HAWC offers mountain bike giveaway
The Schriever Health and Wellness Center is giving away a mountain
bicycle and other prizes for anyone who
takes part in specific wellness activities.
People who participate in organized
wellness classes or fitness center activities from today to May 25 will receive
points toward a prize drawing.
For more information, contact the
HAWC at 567-4292.

FIP requires registration

Be a better leader: read
Airmen who want to become better
advocates of air and space power can
check out Chief of Staff Reading List
books from the reading library in the
DeKok Building here.
The library, located in Room 310,
carries all recommended books for

Anyone who wishes to enroll in a
Fitness Improvement Program class
must register at least 24 hours in
advance by calling the Main Fitness
Center here at 567-6628.
Classes are held at the Fitness Center
daily from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Stand Firm. Be Brave. Be Strong.
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SUNDAY
Bible Classes at 9am  Worship at 10am & 6pm
WEDNESDAY
Bible Classes at 7pm
Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching  A Cappella Music

567-7341
or 567-3920

1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at 14th and Pikes Peak, west of downtown

(719) 634-6138  http://www.PikesPeakChurchOfChrist.org

YOUR LIFE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR FSB.
Farmers State Bank has great offers just
for Graduating Seniors:
Budding Millionaire
checking account*

ATM/Debit Card

24-Hour Internet Banking

FSB Credit Card

*Certain restrictions may apply.
For more information please contact
any of our FSB branches.

Calhan: 458 Colorado Avenue—719 347-2727
Ellicott: 445 N. Ellicott Highway—719 683-3999
Falcon: 7025 Meridian Road—719 495-3650
or online 24/7 at: www.YOURFSB.com
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• WE HAVE a highly-qualified staff of four dentists and three hygienists.
• WE ACCEPT retired & active duty military insurance.
• WE ARE conveniently located near Ft. Carson, Schriever AFB and
Peterson AFB – just across the street from the Fountain Safeway.
• WE WANT TO BE the Dental Center for ALL your family’s dental care,
from your children to your grandparents.
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50th TFW mobilizes for Persian Gulf War
by Randy Saunders
50th Space Wing Historian

Editor’s Note: As the Air Force prepares to celebrate
its 60th anniversary in September, a look back at the 50th
Space Wing’s history is appropriate. This is the eighth article in a monthly series describing the wing’s distinguished
past.
Col. Roger Taylor relinquished command of the 50th
Tactical Fighter Wing at Hahn Air Base, Germany, to Col.
George Norwood Feb. 27, 1990. Few, if any, knew then that
Colonel Norwood would be the wing’s last commander in
Germany.
Throughout the spring and summer, the 50th TFW continued its aggressive training schedule. Meanwhile, American military and government officials debated the new role
and structure of the armed forces in light of perceptions of a
diminished threat to Western Europe. The changes brought
about by events in the Soviet Union and in light of increasing public and governmental concern over the United
State’s increasing budget deficit. For many, the possibility
of any combat activity seemed unlikely, but that perception
changed almost in the blink of an eye during the autumn
of 1990.
While the wing’s aircrews continued their normal operations in Germany and Turkey, Iraqi president Saddam
Hussein resumed a war of rhetoric against Kuwait. As the
summer heat in Southwest Asia intensified, so did Hussein’s war of words. Iraqi forces crossed the border into Kuwait Aug. 2, forcing the Kuwaiti royal family and existing
government to seek refuge in neighboring countries. The
United Nations condemned the invasion, calling for immediate withdrawal of all Iraqi forces from Kuwait.
Within days of the Kuwait invasion, the United Nations authorized formation and deployment of a coalition
force, consisting of air, ground, and naval units from many
countries. Eventually, the coalition’s strength would reach
nearly 500,000. The 50th TFW contributed its share to this
force, deploying two dozen aircraft, crews, maintenance
specialists and a variety of support personnel, including
security police combat teams, to various units. The 10th
TFS contributed the bulk of the wing’s aircrew contingent,
deploying as a unit to serve with units of the 363rd TFW.
Returning to Hahn AB following an October 1990 training deployment to Zaragoza AB, Spain, 10th TFS commander Lt. Col. Ed Houle received notice to prepare his
unit for possible deployment. Originally scheduled for a

courtesy photo

The 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron flew F-16 Fighting Falcons such as the one pictured above in combat above
Iraq during Operation Desert Storm in 1991. Pilots flew attack missions against airfields, command-and-control
centers and SCUD missile launchers during Desert Storm and patrolled the no-fly zones after hostilities ended.

Thanksgiving Day movement, plans changed and called for
the deployment of the 10th within 72 hours of the outbreak
of hostilities, should that happen.
Pilots scheduled to separate or return to the United States
before June 1991 transferred to the 496th TFS, while pilots
from the 496th filled the resulting vacancies in the 10th.
The squadron selected its best 26 aircraft and 35 crews for
the deployment. Special arrangements allowed pilots who
had not flown as part of the 10th TFS to conduct training with the unit to familiarize themselves with squadron
flight operations. It appeared the 10th TFS, after 45 years
of peacetime service, would again take to the air to stop an
aggressor.
As the final days of autumn passed and winter began,
plans again changed. Word came that the 10th TFS would
deploy on January 15, 1991, to fill out the combat strength
of the fighter wing at Al Dhafra, United Arab Emirates.

Spray On
Bedliners
Starting at
$325

United States Central Command readjusted this date twice,
finally establishing a deployment date of January 1, 1991.
Meanwhile, crews continued to train and make other preparations. The 313th TFS selected six F-16Cs and eight pilots
as potential replacements for lost jets and crews.
Thirty F-16Cs left Hahn AB, for Zaragoza AB Dec. 29,
1990. Six served as airborne spares to replace any of the
original 24 that might not complete the trip to Al Dhafra.
While hundreds of personnel at Zaragoza AB celebrated
and welcomed the new year, thirty pilots of the 50th TFW
fired their afterburners, drowning the sounds of celebration,
and lifted into the darkness bound for the Middle East and
the near certainty of combat.
When they arrived, aircrews learned they would not employ the low-level procedures they had practiced for use in
Central Europe. Instead of low-level ingress and 10- to 30see HISTORY, next page
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HISTORY, from previous page
degree dive angles, they would deliver their payloads from
nearly 20,000 feet with ingress angles near 60 degrees. As
training progressed, crews from the 10th TFS began sitting
alert with crews of the 17th and 33d TFSs, hoping that they
might be the first to strike if war erupted.
Capt. Evan “Ivan” Thomas explained the feeling.
“Why, I’m sure you’re asking yourself, would anyone
want to go fly into combat, especially in the skies of today’s
battlefields with countless radars, heat-seeking missiles,
and good, old-fashioned anti-aircraft guns? It’s a hard thing
to explain.
“Think about whatever activity you like most in life ...
riding your motorcycle, or maybe just playing baseball.
Now imagine that it’s your job, with pay and everything. ...
You love baseball. You’ve worked hard to be one of the best
players, and you and your family have sacrificed a lot to get
you there. You practice every day, but the practice is a little
different than usual. Some days you do batting practice, but
since real baseballs are expensive, you use whiffle balls to
‘simulate’ real ones. Other days you work on fielding, only
with half the team because the rest are ‘simulated’. When
you work on base running, you have to ‘simulate’ the throw
to the bag, because a real throw might be dangerous.
“A few times every year, your whole team gets together and plays full out, real bats and balls, and everything,
against a ‘simulated’ team. But you’ve never actually
played a game, you’ve never competed for the win. Now
you have a chance to play in a big game, a real game, with
every man, woman, and child in your country rooting for
your team. The only catch is that there are a few people
with pistols in the stands. If you make an error, they might
take a shot at you, but they’re not very good shots—or are
they?”
Jan. 15, 1991 passed with Al Dhafra’s crews and much
of the coalition forces watching events unfold on cable
television news. International news broadcasts, beamed via
satellite, told of Iraq’s refusal to withdraw and the resulting
discussions on how the U.N. coalition would proceed.
January 16, 1991 was much the same. Then, with a click
of the second hand, Desert Shield became Desert Storm.
At 4 a.m. local time Jan. 17, the first 40-plane strike
package left Al Dhafra for targets in Iraq. The 10th TFS
flew its first combat sorties of the war later that afternoon,
led by squadron commander Lt. Col. Edward Houle. The

courtesy photo

Capt. Bill Andrews reunites with his son, Sean, after
returning from Iraq in 1991. Captain Andrews, an F-16
pilot with the 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron, was held
as a prisoner of war for a week. Sean Andrews is currently a cadet first class at the Air Force Academy.

assigned target for the eight-ship element of the 10th TFS
was Al Taqaddum Airfield, near Baghdad—a round-trip of
more than 1,400 miles and an eight-hour mission for crews
accustomed to training flights of only one to three hours.
For nearly six weeks, 10th TFS crews attacked Iraqi airfields, communication centers and military command centers. What few Iraqi fighters did fly were either shot down
or chased across the Iraq-Iran border.

7

After initial attacks against static targets, the 10th TFS
crews received new orders. Iraq had begun using SCUD
missiles in retaliation against the coalition’s offensive air
strikes, targeting both coalition forces and Israeli civilian
population centers.
In response, U.S. Central Command ordered searchand-destroy missions against Iraqi mobile and fixed SCUD
launchers.
Attacking those targets put 10th TFS pilots at greater
risk. A good kill required locating and identifying the
SCUD’s associated radar once it was activated for launch,
and the launchers were heavily defended. The squadron’s
first SCUD patrol mission began Jan. 19, only three days
into Desert Storm.
The mission changed again Jan. 23. With most of the
strategic targets eliminated, the 10th TFS received orders
to concentrate on Iraq’s Republican Guard units occupying Kuwait and Iraq’s southern region. For the Al Dhafrabased crews, this meant bombing any military targets on
the road and destroying any pontoon bridges being constructed across the Tigris River. In addition, the wing’s
crews dropped leaflet bombs over Iraqi positions and civilian centers. For the next month, emphasis centered on
counter-SCUD operations and preparing the battlefield for
the eventual ground war.
When the ground war began Feb. 25, crews began flying combat air patrols, protecting and supporting coalition
ground forces. This mission, however, lasted only three
days. On the morning of Feb. 28, the offensive ceased to
allow Iraqi units to withdraw.
The Gulf War had ended. The 10th TFS lost one aircraft, and one pilot had become a prisoner of war. Capt.
Bill “Psycho” Andrews had been shot down and captured
on the afternoon of Feb. 27. Iraqi forces provided him with
no medical treatment for the broken leg he suffered while
ejecting from his aircraft, and he received beatings during
interrogations. Fortunately, he remained a POW for only
one week, released March 5 to representatives of the International Red Cross in Baghdad. Captain Andrews received
the Air Force Cross for heroism May 20.
After a brief interlude, crews returned to combat air patrols to enforce ceasefire accords that prohibited Iraqi aircraft from operating within defined areas. This provision
of the ceasefire sought to protect coalition ground forces,
U.N. personnel who would monitor Iraq’s compliance with
Security Council resolutions and civilian populations.
A paid nonprofit advertisement

MHAF Helping Military Families
To Own Their Own Home
Colorado Springs, CO, April 2007.
Military Housing Assistance Fund
(MHAF) is helping military families to achieve the American Dream
of homeownership. According to
the Department of Housing & Urban
Development, 69% of all Americans
own their own home. Unfortunately,
our men and women in uniform are
being left behind. In a Rand Corporation study, only 27.3% of all military families own their own home.
MHAF intends to help increase the
number of military family homeowners dramatically.
The nonproﬁt agency helps military families with a gift that provides
free money in the form of a grant that
helps military families with closing
costs associated with purchasing a
home.
MHAF recently helped Latrishia
Bianani to buy her new home in Virginia. Latrishia had this to say about
her experience:
“Working with MHAF for the purchase of my new home was a wonderful experience. I lived in a different
state than where I was purchasing my
home. My real estate agent was very
understanding of my situation. He
was always professional, knowledge-

able, and helpful. By gifting a portion
of my closing cost, MHAF saved me
a lot of money. I even received a refund on the day of closing of my earnest money deposit. I am thankful to
MHAF for making my home buying
experience and transition to a new state
a pleasure. Thank you, Latrishia”
MHAF helps active duty military
families, members of the Guard and
Reserves, retired military and civilian employees working for the military. MHAF is a proud member of
the United States Department of
Defense’s “America Supports You”
network of charitable organizations
helping military families. Contact
MHAF today at 720-932-8049 or
visit them online at www.usmhaf.
org. Let them help your dream of homeownership to become a reality.
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TriCare offers resources for alcohol abuse
by Brian Smith
TriWest Healthcare Alliance

As part of a proactive outreach campaign, the Department of Defense launched “That Guy,” a multimedia campaign with the goal of reducing excessive drinking among
servicemembers, with a campaign reminder, “Don’t be ‘that
guy’ (or gal)!”
Although “that guy” is the butt of many jokes, the effects of alcohol—particularly prolonged abuse—can have
a significant impact on the health and wellbeing of servicemembers and those who love them.
In fact, more than 16,000 active-duty servicemembers
volunteered to complete a Pentagon survey with results
released earlier this year, showing that 44.5 percent of respondents participated in “binge drinking,” up from 41.8
percent in 2002.
Results also indicate higher rates of heavy alcohol, cigarette and illicit drug use among those deployed from 2002
to 2005 than those who did not deploy. The survey was
the ninth in a series of similar surveys administered by the
Pentagon about health-related behaviors of the active-duty
military.
“Alcohol abuse is common among servicemembers returning from combat duty who try to self-medicate in hopes
of relieving such symptoms as difficulty sleeping, irritability or anxiety—all common side effects of combat stress,”
said Dr. Blake Chaffee, vice president of Integrated Health
Care Services for TriWest Healthcare Alliance. “But if left
untreated, their problems can get significantly worse.” TriWest manages access to TriCare services and providers
throughout TriCare’s 21-state West Region.
Regardless of the reason for alcohol abuse, help is always available. TriCare-eligible servicemembers and their
dependents may receive care at Military Treatment Facilities and TriCare-network behavioral health providers. Eligible family members may attend up to eight behavioral
health outpatient visits each fiscal year (Oct. 1 to Sept. 30)
without a referral.
A printable brochure with an overview of TriCare-cov-

Retirees must disenroll
from TriCare Dental Plan
TriWest Healthcare Alliance

photo courtesy of TriWest Healthcare Alliance

Increasing numbers of servicemembers are turning to
alcohol and drugs to cope with side effects of combat
stress. TriCare encourages servicemembers and their
families to seek counseling through network behavioral health providers. On-base support centers such
as Life Skills and Family Advocacy are also available.

ered behavioral health care benefits and treatment options
is available online at www.triwest.com. Select “Beneficiary
Services,” then click on “Handbooks, Brochures and Flyers” and select TriCare Behavioral Health Care Services
from the drop-down menu.
TriWest also offers a Behavioral Health Portal at www.
triwest.com, with an interactive map of resources by state, a
variety of self-help options and answers to frequently asked
questions. To access the portal from www.triwest.com, select “Behavioral Health” from the left navigation menu.
TriWest’s Behavioral Health Crisis Line is also staffed
by clinicians at 866-284-3743. Family members are invited
to use these resources as well if they feel there might be a
problem. But, remember, if there is an emergency, always
call 911.
Other resources include:
• TriCare (www.tricare.mil).
• Military OneSource (www.militaryonesource.com).
• National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
(www.ncadd.org) .
• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (ncadi.samhsa.gov).

Servicemembers must disenroll their family
members from the TDP when they retire from active duty.
Retirees lose their eligibility for TDP due to end
of entitlement.
The Web site for the TDP is www.tricaredentalprogram.com.
TriCare offers three methods to disenroll from the
TDP:
• Disenroll online by using the TDP Online Enrollment/Change Form. This form can be found at
www.tricaredentalprogram.com, Enrollees-More ...
Enrollment/Disenrollment.
• Download the enrollment/change form and mail
it to United Concordia/TDP, P.O. Box 827583, Philadelphia, PA, 19182-7583.
• Fax the TDP Enrollment/Change Form to 888734-1944.
The sponsor must complete the TDP Enrollment/
Change Form and forward it to United Concordia for
processing.
If the sponsor is not available to complete and
sign the form, an individual with a Power of Attorney can initiate disenrollment only if the POA allows
the individual to enter into contracts. A copy of the
valid POA must be submitted with the TDP Enrollment/Change Form.
If the TDP Enrollment/Change Form is received
by the 20th of the month, the cancellation will be
processed for the first day of the following month.
If the form is received after the 20th of the month,
cancellation will be processed for the first day of the
second month following.
Cancellation is processed according to the date of
receipt, not the postmark date nor the date on the
enrollment/change form.
For more information, call the Peterson Air Force
Base TriCare Hotline at 556-1016.

Short-term cash problems
wrecking your long-term prospects?
If you’re serious about making a change in how you manage your
money, then the Asset Recovery Kit (ARK) Program can help.
ARK will provide military and DoD personnel and your families with a
short-term, no interest loan to help meet your immediate cash needs.
As long as you agree to undertake ﬁnancial counseling (located at
5262 N. Academy Blvd., Suite 1000, Colorado Springs), you may
borrow up to 80% of your net pay to a maximum of $500. The loan
is offered at a $6 ﬂat fee with no credit report—BUT you must agree
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to ﬁnancial counseling.
Take control of your ﬁnances. Contact one of our representatives
at Pentagon Federal Credit Union and ask how ARK may be able to
change your life.

Come talk with us today.
Colorado Springs Branch:
6045 Barnes Road
Monday–Friday, 10AM–6PM

*/7*5&4:06340/50
+0*/$6#4$0654
Contact 634-1584 or
www.pikespeakbsa.org
For more information
Cub Scouts – 1st thru 5th grade Boys
Boy Scouts – 11 – 18 year old Boys
Venture Scouts – 14 -20 year old Boys and Girls
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Satellite Flyer says goodbye to longtime designer
by Ed Parsons
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
The layout and design specialist for
the Satellite Flyer first came to Schriever
to help out for two weeks. He ended up
staying for more than seven years, during
which time he helped produce more than
750 issues of the Satellite Flyer.
This is just a drop in the bucket for Skip
Grubelnik.
With the May 3 issue, Mr. Grubelnik
has laid out his last military newspaper.
During his career as a printer, he worked
on every military newspaper in the Pikes
Peak area including Peterson’s Observer
and Space Observer, the Academy Spirit at
the U.S. Air Force Academy and the Fort
Carson Mountaineer, as well as Schriever’s
Satellite Flyer. In total, Mr. Grubelnik has
worked on more than 6,000 issues.
He began working on military newspaper in 1968 when he joined Gowdy
Printcraft Press in downtown Colorado
Springs. For most of the past four decades,
Gowdy was the sole producer of all local
military newspapers. Gowdy sold its rights
to military newspaper publications to the
Colorado Springs Military Newspaper
Group, a subdivision of Dolan Media, in
September 2004.
When Grubelnik began work at Gowdy,
the production process involved military
writers providing typewritten material to
Gowdy linotype operators. They retyped

each page into lead lines that they placed
on large wooden pallets; paper “proof”
copies were printed from the “flats” and
used for final editing and layout using craft
knives, pica poles and wax paper. When
the flats were ready, they were photographed. Large double-page negatives
were copied onto metal sheets, which were
placed on the presses that produced the
final copies of the paper.
Today, the process has become computerized. Layout is conducted with publishing software, and the flats are transmitted electronically to the publisher. Craft
knives, pica poles and wax paper have
been replaced with keyboards, monitors
and software.
The eye for detail, however, is as
critical today as it was in the past. Mr.
Grubelnik brought old-school know-how
to today’s processes, and in the process
taught dozens of editors the tricks of the
trade.
These editors have gone on to do work
in all parts of military public affairs, including one who became the current chief
of 50th Space Wing PA.
Starting next week, as the Satellite
Flyer transitions to a Web-based publication, readers will notice copies of the base
newspaper still on the stands.
The difference will be that our publishers will produce the on-rack papers
independently of public affairs, without
our hands-on touch. Our product will be

photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Skip Grubelnik has helped produce more than 750 issues of the Satellite Flyer since
he arrived here in October 1999 “to help out for two weeks.” He has worked in the
newspaper business since 1963. His last day at Schriever was Wednesday.

the online version found at www.
schriever.af.mil, where we will publish
stories throughout the week.
Missing along with the PA hands will

be the touch of the person who has worked
hardest and longest on the base newspaper.
Mr. Grubelnik has decided to leave the
next 6,000 newspapers to someone else.
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F-35 testing closer to ‘go’ at Edwards AFB
by Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service
EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. — All systems
are moving toward “go” here as officials prepare for upcoming tests on the F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter.
A new mission control room opened its doors earlier this
month, equipped so the Integrated Test Force will be able to
monitor real-time performance of the aircraft during its test
missions here beginning this fall.
The long-awaited aircraft, the first to be developed
within the Defense Department to meet the needs of three
services, promises state-of-the-art technology at a cost officials say simply couldn’t be matched by three separate
aircraft programs.
“What’s unique about this aircraft is that we’re build-

ing three variants all at once,” said Marc Trinklein, deputy
director for the Integrated Test Force.
These variants are designed for the specific needs of the
Air Force, Marine Corps and Navy, as well as international
partners that are helping fund and develop the aircraft, he
said. This represents the first time in military procurement
history that the United States has partnered with another
nation to build an aircraft from the ground up. Current
partners are the United Kingdom, Italy, the Netherlands,
Turkey, Canada, Australia, Denmark and Norway, but Mr.
Trinklein said more are expected to sign on.
This arrangement brings unprecedented economies of
scale. The aircraft’s three models share many common
designs, technologies and maintenance requirements, Mr.
Trinklein said. For example, all three aircraft can use a
common engine.

Lockheed-Martin photo by Tom Harvey

An F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter takes off for its first flight as part of system development testing in Fort
Worth, Texas, Dec. 15. Three variants of the aircraft are being developed for the Air Force, Marine Corps and Navy.
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Now with a click of a mouse you can find the perfect
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For more information call 2-1-1 or 955-0742

At the same time, he said, they’ll deliver revolutionary new capabilities adapted for close air support, tactical
bombing and air-to-air combat missions.
The bulk of the F-35s will be the “A” model, configured
for the Air Force to replace aging F-16 Fighting Falcons
and A-10 Thunderbolt IIs and complement the F-22 Raptor. This aircraft, which made its maiden flight at the Lockheed-Martin plant in Fort Worth, Texas, in mid-December,
is expected to undergo developmental testing here and at
Fort Worth beginning in mid-2009 or early 2010.
Meanwhile, developmental testing for the other two F35 variants, the B and C models, will take place at Naval
Air Station Patuxent River, Md.
The B model, being developed for the Marine Corps,
will have short takeoff and vertical landing capabilities. It
is designed to replace the Marines’ F/A-18C and D Hornet
fighters and AV-8B Harrier IIs.
Initial plans called for the models to be developed sequentially, but Mr. Trinklein said the B model has moved to
the front of the line.
“The Marines have the greatest need due to the age of
the Harrier fleet,” he said. “They are flying Harriers, and
they are very old and not so capable, so they are recognized
as the biggest need.” The F-35B is expected to make its first
flight in May 2008.
The F-35C will be adapted for the Navy for carrier landings. It will feature larger, folding wings and stronger landing gear than the other variants and will complement the
F/A-18E and F models.
After developmental testing here and at Patuxent River,
all three models—six of each, plus two British versions—
will undergo operational testing here beginning in 2011.
The goal is to get the first F-35B’s fielded to the Marine
Corps in 2012. The other two models are expected to follow to their respective services in 2013.
When they’re delivered, these aircraft will bring cutting-edge technologies. They’ll provide a level of stealth
not found in previous Navy and Marine Corps aircraft and
a highly advanced radar capability, Mr. Trinklein said, “is
incredible compared to what’s out in the field now.”
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4th SOPS wins
4-Fit challenge
2nd SOPS’ team captain
challenges scoring system
by Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs
The 4th Space Operations Squadron received the 4-Fit Challenge
trophy for the second straight year, edging past competition from 2nd
SOPS to win on overall points.
More than 100 people from around the base competed in four different events: three relays and an ultimate football tournament. Units
whose commanders competed received additional points based on who
won those events, and units also received points for participation.
Reactions to the results ranged from triumph to protest. Joel Nyquist, 2nd SOPS’ team leader, challenged the accuracy of the results
and the rules on participation points.
“Do the Olympics give medals based on whether you have a large
contingent?” Nyquist asked. “No; it’s based on who performs. 2nd
SOPS showed up, ran the fastest and won—period.”
We should note that 2nd SOPS did indeed win the 4x1600-meter relay, was first runner-up in the 4x400m men’s and women’s relays and
third runner-up in the ultimate football tournament. In comparison, 4th
SOPS won the 4x400m women’s relay, the football tournament and
the commander’s side bet for the 4x1600m event, plus a first runner-up
placing in the 4x1600m (see overall results below).
Based on those placings, 4th SOPS won the trophy with 16.25
points, and 2nd SOPS came in as first runner-up with 12 points. Take
away the participation points (0.25 point for each team on the field that
didn’t place in the top four slots for each event) and the commander’s
side bet (which added four points due to 4th SOPS’ win), and the
result looks vastly different: 2nd SOPS wins with 12 points, and 4th
SOPS comes in as first runner-up with 11.
“There’s no room on the scoreboard for complaints—just scores,”
4th SOPS’ Ryan Laughton pointed out.
Results aside, several Airmen said they enjoyed coming out to
engage in friendly competition.
“We do appreciate you guys setting this thing up,” Nyquist said.
“We know it was a ton of work, and we like participating.”
The large number of competitors also pleased 4th SOPS’ John
Shaw.
“The goal of the 4-Fit Challenge is to promote fitness in a competitive and fun way,” he said. “So it was great to see all the participation
this year from the other squadrons.”

photos by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Runners take off at the start of the 4x1600-meter relay for the 4-Fit Challenge Friday. The 2nd Space Operations Squadron won the event with a time of 22:35. 4th SOPS won the challenge with the most points.
Above: Caitlin Diffley shows her 2nd
SOPS pride as she enters the final quarter
mile of her part of the 4x1600m relay.
Left: The 50th Space Communications
Squadron’s Christopher Wiley turns the
corner toward the track during the first leg
of the 4x1600m relay. 50th SCS finished as
“second runner-up,” or third place.

Sue Lewandowski of 2nd SOPS hands her baton to Christina Muscarella, who takes off at a full sprint
during the women’s 4x400-meter relay. 2nd SOPS finished as first runner-up; 4th SOPS won in 5:02.

4-Fit Challenge Results

Brandon Bales of 4th SOPS hands off to Craig Cherek as 50th SCS’ Terry Williams hands off to Anthony Augustine in the men’s 4x400m
relay. The 50th SCS team took “fourth place” in the contest; 4th SOPS failed to place in the top four for the event.

4x1600m Relay

4x400m Men’s Relay

4th Place: 2nd SOPS
1st Runner-up: 4th SOPS
2nd Runner-up: 50th SCS
3rd Runner-up: 2nd SOPS

4th Place: 50th SCS
1st Runner-up: 2nd SOPS
2nd Runner-up: 50th CES
3rd Runner-up: 3rd SOPS

Commander’s Side Bet

Ultimate Football

4th Place: 4th SOPS
1st Runner-up: 3rd SOPS
2nd Runner-up: 25th SCTS
3rd Runner-up: 50th SCS

4th Place: 4th SOPS
1st Runner-up: 3rd SOPS
2nd Runner-up: 50th SCS
3rd Runner-up: 2nd SOPS

4x400m Women’s Relay

Overall Results

4th Place: 4th SOPS
1st Runner-up: 2nd SOPS
2nd Runner-up: 3rd SOPS
3rd Runner-up: 50th SCS

4th Place: 4th SOPS
1st Runner-up: 2nd SOPS
2nd Runner-up: 50th SCS
3rd Runner-up: 3rd SOPS
4th Runner-up: 50th CES
5th Runner-up: 25th SCTS
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* Menu subject to
change without notice
based on availability.

Friday

Roast Turkey, Lasagna, French Fried Shrimp

Saturday

Swiss Steak with Brown Gravy, Fried Fish

Sunday

Barbecue Ribs, Chicken Cordon Bleu

Monday

Baked Fish, Pot Roast, Country Captain Chicken

Tuesday

Veal Parmesan, Lemon Baked Fish, Teriyaki Chicken

Up, up
and away!

Wednesday Chicken Enchiladas, Beef Fajita, Burritos
Thursday

Herbed Baked Chicken, Beef Ball Stroganoff, Southern Fried Catfish

Other Eats & Treats:
High Plains Café
Outdoor Recreation Office
AAFES Shopette

Trina’s Coyote Café
Falcon’s Nest
Einstein Bros. Bagels

photo by Lorna Gutierrez

Dan Mitchell of 4th
SOPS goes airborne
to spike the ball at
50th SCS during
their semifinal match
in the Main Fitness
Center Wednesday.
4th SOPS won the
semifinal match in
three games: 25-27,
25-17 and 16-14. The
team will meet 22nd
SOPS in the championship game Friday.

NATIONAL FATHERHOOD
INITIATIVE
It takes a man to be a man.

Get your Tickets Today at

(866) 464-2626 or online at www.TICKETSWEST.com

For more event information Call (719) 635-3547 visit www.COLORADOSPRINGSRODEO.com • Proceeds benefit the families of our Local Armed Forces

Special Rodeo Parade, Rodeo and Salute to the Military Supplement will appear in
The Fort Carson, Mountaineer
The Air Force Academy, Academy Spirit
The Schriever Air Force Base, Satellite Flyer
The Peterson Air Force Base, Space Observer
and The Colorado Springs Business Journal
July 5 & 6.
FOR INFORMATION CALL 719-329-5209

