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Base Briefs
Retiree appreciation day

Military retirees and anyone else
with access to Peterson Air Force Base
is invited to a free Retiree Appreciation
Day event scheduled for 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
July 14 at Peterson AFB.
The event will feature guest speakers
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at the base auditorium, a barbecue from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. at Eagle Park and an information
fair at the fitness center.
Guest speakers will include Colorado
Congressman Doug Lamborn and
commanders of the medical groups
at the Air Force Academy, Fort Carson,
Peterson AFB and the Veterans
Administration.
Parking is available at the base auditorium near the commissary. Shuttle
buses will run to and from the auditorium, fitness center and Eagle Park
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For information, call the Peterson
AFB Retiree Office at 556-7153.

MPF records section closed

The Schriever Military Personnel
Flight’s records section will remain
closed through July 13 for office
reconfiguration.
Common Access Cards and other
ID cards will only be reissued for those
who have reported their cards lost or
stolen. Other offices in the MPF will
remain open.
For more information, contact the
Schriever MPF at 567-5900.
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AFSPC to honor Space & Missile Pioneers
By Tech. Sgt. Kate Rust
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Air Force Space Command announced June
27 that the 2007 Air Force Space and Missile
Pioneers are retired Gen. Lew Allen Jr. and
retired Maj. Gen. Joe H. Engle. They will be
honored at an award ceremony and a hall of
fame induction luncheon here Aug. 8.
Dr. Allen is a West Point graduate who
later served as physicist in the test division
of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission’s
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. Among
his noteworthy projects was the determination of radiation effects on the photographic
film used in orbiting Corona reconnaissance
satellites. During the 1960s, he performed
high-level staff work involving some of the
nation’s most sensitive classified space projects. Dr. Allen later became director of the
National Security Agency, and was named
the tenth chief of staff of the Air Force. Before
retiring from active duty in 1982, he oversaw
the approval process for establishment of
Space Command, which later became Air
Force Space Command.
Following his retirement from the Air
Force, Dr. Allen became the director of the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory National Aeronautics
and Space Administration center in Pasadena,
Calif., and remained in that position until
1990.
General Engle was commissioned through
the Air Force ROTC program at the University

Retired Gen. Lew Allen Jr.

Retired Maj. Gen. Joe H. Engle

of Kansas and entered flight school in 1957.
He entered the history books June 29, 1965,
when he flew the X-15 experimental aircraft
to an altitude of 280,600 feet, becoming the
youngest person, at age 32, ever to qualify
officially as an astronaut, and one of only
eight men to qualify for astronaut wings by
flying an “airplane” into space.
By the time he retired from Air Force active duty and as an astronaut in November
1986, then Colonel Engle had accumulated

224 hours in space and held the unique distinction of being the only person to have
flown two entirely different winged space
vehicles — the X-15 and the space shuttle.
Before retiring from the Air National
Guard, he achieved the rank of major general. From the 1990s onward, he served as
an aerospace-engineering consultant and
simulation-evaluation pilot for space shuttle
modifications and other advanced, piloted
reentry vehicles.

Soup kitchen needs volunteers

Volunteers are needed to assist with
preparing and serving meals at the
Marian House soup kitchen July 14.
Volunteer shifts run from 7 to 10
a.m. for food preparation and from
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for food service
and cleanup.
For more information or to volunteer,
contact Jackie Gurzi of the National
Reconnaissance Office Operations
Squadron at 567-7063.

56 Council seeks cooks

The Schriever 56 Council needs six
additional volunteers to help cook and
serve food at the Base Picnic July 20.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Staff Sgt. Anastasia
Moreno of the 2nd Space Operations
Squadron at 567-7468.

A&FRC sponsor training

The Airman and Family Readiness
Center here will conduct sponsor training July 17 from 8 to 9 a.m.
The class will offer sponsors tips
on giving newcomers a positive first
impression of Schriever and the local
community, sponsors’ responsibilities
and the impact of sponsorship on the
mission.
Training is mandatory for anyone
who is a first-time sponsor or has not
sponsored a newcomer in more than
a year.
For more information or to sign up
for the training, contact the A&FRC
at 567-3920.
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The 30th Space Wing Command Post, led by Lt. Col. Pell Thompson, is the wing commander’s operations center. Command post controllers serve in Vandenberg’s crisis
response and management, and they deploy to support operations around the world. The command post is manned 24 hours a day, 365 days a year to fully support the
needs of 14th Air Force, the 30th Space Wing and Vandenberg Air Force Base.

Command post: commander’s eyes, ears on call 24/7
By Senior Airman Stephen Cadette
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE,
Calif. — The time was about 1:30 p.m. when
30th Space Wing Command Post got the call
from fire dispatch. A fire was raging in the
woods near building 12,000.
Without rain for weeks, the tinder-dry grass
beneath the trees quickly spread the blaze.
Responding to the call, Airman 1st Class
Rhea Amante and Senior Airman Alexis King
in the command post pulled white binders
from the shelves and immediately poured
over a series of checklists. Step by step they

worked their way down the list, notifying
commanders and first responders.
Much like the firefighters on scene, the
command post is a 24-hour operations center — as much a part of an initial response
team as security forces or explosive ordnance
disposal.
Serving as the eyes and ears of the 30th
SW commander, they pieced together the fire
dispatch’s information coming in to them
over the radio, then informed commanders
of the status of the threat and the response.
They needed to act quickly. Hundreds of
people in the communications squadron

worked only a few hundred yards away. They
would be in danger if the fire spread.
First, the 30th Mission Support Group
acting commander had to decide whether
or not to call the Emergency Operations
Center. Airman Amante and Airman King
informed him that an acre of trees was on
fire near the space communications building, and nearly two dozen firefighters were
trying to get through the thick trees, get to
the fire and put it out.
The controllers were ready to recall the
EOC representatives, contact the ambulance
See Post page 
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A&FRC: The ‘heart’ of Schriever
By Lorna Gutierrez
Schriever Sentinel

The heart of Schriever. That’s what Tricia
Czepiel considers Schriever’s Airman & Family
Readiness Center – a place where Airmen and
family members have a home outside of home;
a place where spouses can seek support for their
deployed loved ones; a place to figure out what
career path to take – in other words, a place with
many names.
Ms. Czepiel, who’s been involved with
Schriever’s A&FRC since its inception, said the
A&FRC has been a growing endeavor, especially
with Schriever’s growing population.
“While other service agencies take care of
Airmen, we take care of personal life issues,”
Ms. Czepiel said. “When people have a whole and
healthy balance in their personal lives, it makes
them more effective in their professional lives.”
Because there are many aspects to the life of
a military family, the A&FRC has many aspects
to its mission.
One such aspect is providing classes to aid in
Airmen’s personal and professional growth. Such
professional classes range from the 7 Habits of
Highly Effective People to resume writing to how
to balance a checkbook. Family life education
is also provided.
Another aspect is transition assistance.
Transferring from a military life to the civilian
world or transferring from one location to another takes some adaptation. And transferring
from life with a spouse to life with a deployed
spouse takes even more adaptation. The A&FRC
addresses all these issues and more when it comes
to life changes.
Ms. Czepiel and her staff of eight have helped
a variety of people. She said she enjoys helping
to develop the talents and skills people have and
help to obtain the resources they may need to
aid in the attainment of their dream jobs. Their
dream jobs don’t have to be nine-to-fivers either,
as self employment is also encouraged. They also
do leadership consultation and development.
“We teach them how to lead, starting within

themselves,” Ms. Czepiel said.
The A&FRC staff has helped a variety of
people with different employment situations,
including helping a spouse who had a desire
to be in the nursing field but had an allergy to
latex. They helped her find a job as a Certified
Nursing Assistant in a classroom for students
with medical conditions – a job in which her
allergy was not an issue.
“We had a situation that seemed hopeless and
we took that and helped her find a better environment,” said Nancy Seckman of the A&FRC.
Seckman said they also have a lot of success
with their personality indicator test, which
helps people know which jobs best fit their
personality.
The test, which is used for both service members and their spouses, has resulted in some extreme changes, including a woman who changed
her career path from administration to fashion
design.
“Lots of people have security clearance and
they want to use it,” Seckman said, adding that
what they really want to do may not require the
clearance.
The A&FRC also offers financial planning and
has many items available for checkout, ranging
from household appliances to language tapes.
Experience comes with the package when
dealing with the A&FRC. Ms. Czepiel was both
an Air Force spouse and brat. When she came
to Schriever as a liaison from Family Support
Center at Peterson Air Force Base in late 2000,
she concluded that Schriever needed a center
of its own.
She’s helped get Schriever A&FRC to where it
is now but holds hope in the building of a new
facility in the future. An Air Force design team
from Washington, D.C. has already drawn up
plans for the new building, which would also
include a chapel and community center area,
behind the soccer field.
She said she thinks the facility is a necessity
as there are 6,900 people on base and growing.
And while the A&FRC is still the newest center

in the Air Force, and works with a relatively
small staff, Ms. Czepiel said that when someone
walks in, they’ll get the entire team.
“Eight brains are better than one,” she said.

About the Airman & Family
Readiness Center

The Schriever AFB Airman and Family
Readiness Center’s primary focus is to support readiness by helping families and single
military members adapt to the demands of Air
Force life and to assist commanders respond
to identified concerns and issues.
The A&FRC, formerly the Family Support
Center, designs, develops, and conducts quality
of life programs according to base and community needs and capabilities. The A&FRC functions to ensure resources required to support
the entire base are available and accessible.
To accomplish its mission, the A&FRC
serves as the focal point for family matters
and is professionally staffed to provide four
core functions:
1) Provide a central point of information,
referral and follow-up;
2) Coordinate and consult with other base
and civilian service provider agencies to
strengthen policy and programs that benefit
the military community;
3) Help base leaders effectively meet family
needs at the unit level;
4) Conduct family life education and
skills.
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AFAHonorsSMC’s‘BestoftheBest’atAnnualBanquet
By P. A. Tezuka
SMC Public Affairs

Los Angeles Air Force Base — Fourteen
men and women from the Space and Missile
Systems Center were honored at the Air
Force Association’s annual awards banquet
at the Los Angeles Airport Marriott Hotel,
June 22.
This salute recognized their outstanding achievements and accomplishments
and was hosted by AFA’s General Bernard
A. Schriever Los Angeles Chapter 147. The
chapter has held close affiliations with SMC
for the past 33 years.
“You might think of it as the Academy
Awards night for space,” said Mr. Patrick
Devine, AFA’s General Bernard A. Schriever
Los Angeles Chapter 147 president. “The
honorees this evening represent the ‘best of
the best.’ We are recognizing the best performance of the year in each category.”
“What you see here tonight are the pioneers of the next half century of military
space,” said Lt. Gen. Michael Hamel, commander, SMC. “We’re going to talk about
and recognize these individuals who have
truly laid the foundation for the next half
century of military space power.”
The attendees watched a video recounting SMC’s history and the pioneers that set
the space program in motion, the transition
of Los Angeles Air Force Base to the new
Schriever Space Complex, and the commissioning of the new wings.
General Hamel and retired Air Force Lt.
Gen. and immediate-former SMC commander Brian Arnold presented the distinguished
Bernard A. Schriever Award to Maj. Gen.
William Shelton, Fourteenth Air Force commander, and the event’s guest speaker. The
award recognizes the individual “who has
made the most significant contribution to
the missions of the United States Air Force
in missiles and space programs during the
year.”
“To the Schriever Chapter members, I

AFA’s General Bernard A. Schriever Chapter honored 147 outstanding SMC personnel at its annual Salute to SMC Banquet, June 22. Pictured from left to right are Stacy
Dumas, Capt. Daniel Lim, Col. Randall Weidenheimer, Maj. Jennifer van Weezendonk, Brice Barrett, Lt. Gen. Michael Hamel, Retired Lt. Gen. Brian Arnold, Maj. Gen.
William Shelton, Lt. Col. William Berkstresser, Capt. Donny White, 1st Lt. Alex White, Lt. Col. Donna Shipton and Col. Wesley Ballenger. Other winners not pictured
include: Capt. Donita Ruehs, TSgt. Travis Chenard, SrA Ashley Borja and Barbara Konieczny
thank you for what you do for the dedicated people of our Air Force today,” said
General Shelton. “We are grateful for your
continued service to the greatest Air Force
in the world.”
A Schriever Fellowship trophy was given

to retired Maj. Gen. Thomas Taverney for
his outstanding contributions to the space
program. AFA’s Aerospace Education
Foundation in cooperation with the
Schriever Education Foundation will award
a student with the scholarship in General

Taverney’s name.
AFA also announced its plans to present
SMC with a 9-foot bronze statue of General
Schriever in November of this year to stand
in the courtyard of the Schriever Space
Complex.
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Air Force General Howell Estes Jr. passes away
SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — The general
who once led the command charged with resupplying deployed U.S. forces passed away
July 2 at his home in Bethesda, Md.
From July 1964 until he retired in August
1969, retired Gen. Howell M. Estes Jr. was the
commander of the Military Air Transport
Service, later known as the Military Airlift
Command, during the Vietnam War.
“General Estes exemplified the meaning of
service through his leadership, professionalism and commitment to the United States Air
Force and our nation, said Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley of his valuable
leadership was during the Vietnam conflict.
“Our thoughts and prayers go to his family
and loved ones during their time of loss.”
In addition to his responsibilities of supporting U.S. forces fighting communism in
the jungles of Southeast Asia, he had oversight of a global military airlift system, now
known as Air Mobility Command, to include
aeromedical evacuation operations, air rescue, air weather, photography and mapping
services throughout the world.
The son of an Army officer, the Fort
Oglethorpe, Ga., native graduated in 1936
from the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y., and was assigned to the cavalry
before he entered pilot training school in

June 1939. Upon graduation he transferred
to the Army Air Corps and subsequently
was assigned as a flight instructor at Brooks
Field, now Brooks City-Base, in San Antonio
in April 1940.
In August of that same year he was appointed commandant of cadets at the Brooks
Field Advanced Flying School. He became
director of flying for the school in July 1942
and was re-designated director of training
the following year. In February 1944 he assumed command of Blackland Army Air
Base in Waco, Texas. With the closing of
Blackland, he assumed command of Lubbock
Army Air Field at Lubbock, Texas, in July
1944.
In 1947, he was transferred to the newly
created U.S. Air Force.
During the Korean War, General Estes was
on temporary duty overseas from March to
July 1951 as vice commander of the Far East
Air Forces Bomber Command. During that
time, he flew 25 combat missions over Korea
with a total of 328 hours in the B-29.
General Estes was presented the General
H.H. Arnold Trophy, the highest military
honor given by the Arnold Air Society, April
26, 1967, for outstanding contributions to
military aviation and aerospace programs.
His military decorations include the

Courtesy photo

Gen. William Westmoreland, commander of U.S. Forces in Vietnam, left, discusses Operation Eagle Thrust
with Gen. Howell Estes Dec. 13, 1967.
Distinguished Service Medal (Air Force),
Distinguished Service Medal (Army),
Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clusters,

Distinguished Flying Cross, and Air Medal
with oak leaf cluster.
General Estes was 92 years old.
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Wing IA Office:
What’s in your inbox?
By Lorna Gutierrez

USNORTHCOM sets force protection
level for American military installations

Schriever Sentinel

By Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen

The 50th Space Wing Information Assurance Office here
is asking Schriever personnel to be aware of what’s in their
e-mail inboxes as part of an increased focus on information
security.
“No one is exempt from
this,” said Staff Sgt. Mike
Crandall of the 50th Space
Communications Squadron.
Sergeant Crandall said
Schriever personnel should use
their ability to digitally sign
e-mail messages with their
Common Access Cards.
“Everyone has to be aware
that security starts with them,”
Sergeant Crandall said. “It’s everyone’s business.”
Master Sgt. Bryan Gunderson, 50th SW IAO superintendent, recommended that anyone who receives a suspicious
e-mail should contact their information systems security
officer.

NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

Advice for dealing with e-mail:
Verify the source of the e-mail. If coming from
a place that you haven’t e-mailed or don’t know,
question it.
n Be aware that banking or credit institutions
never ask for personal details. If that is the case,
most institutions have a Web site where the
action can be reported.
n If an e-mail is asking for personally identifiable information, it’s more than likely not
acceptable.
n If the recipient recognizes the sender’s e-mail
address, the e-mail is probably okay to open.
n

Alpha, Bravo, Charlie and Delta. Those are the four levels
of force protection applied to every American military
installation, with Alpha being the lowest level and Delta
being the highest. And it’s the commander of U.S. Northern
Command who determines what the minimum force protection level will be for every American installation in the
continental United States.
“Eighty-five percent of the installations in the
armed forces, in the Department of Defense,
exist within the NORTHCOM area of responsibility,” said Army Col. Jim Brown,
chief of USNORTHCOM’s force protection and mission assurance division.
USNORTHCOM sets the force protection condition level for so many installations because it is the unified combatant
command whose geographic area of responsibility is North America. Other combatant commands, such as U.S. European
Command and U.S. Southern Command, set
the force protection condition levels for American
military installations in their areas of responsibility.
Individual facility and installation commanders may
increase their local force protection levels as they feel is
necessary, Brown said, but they must adhere to at least the
minimum level prescribed by USNORTHCOM.
“Most of our facilities in the United States are at Alpha
right now, several are at Bravo, and a couple are at Charlie,”
Brown said.
Force protection can include procedures as basic as checking identification cards at the entrance to an installation
and requiring credentials to get inside a building. However,
when necessary, force protection procedures can become
as stringent as inspecting every vehicle, person and bag
entering an installation.
“It’s layered. It’s well-thought-out. It’s well-resourced. And
it’s there,” Brown said. “But the question is: where should it
go? How should we improve our force protection?”
The constant challenges to maintaining effective force
protection, Brown said, are understanding potential threats
and avoiding routines and standard procedures that can

be exploited.
“It’s important always to ask the question: what should
I change? How should this system of force protection that
we’ve put in place evolve so that it moves ahead of the possible plans of people who would do us harm?”
Although USNORTHCOM sets the minimum force
protection level, the command does not tell individual
commanders specifically how to protect their installations
and facilities.
“We do not like to, what I term, pick up a 1,000mile-long screwdriver and turn it in the front
gate of Vandenberg Air Force Base,” Brown
said. Vandenberg Air Force Base and all
other military installations have commanders with oversight of their facilities.
“And we are here to facilitate them, and
to assist them, and to give them guidance that makes protecting (their base
or facility) easier.”

About USNORTHCOM

U.S. Northern Command was established
Oct. 1, 2002 to provide command and control
of Department of Defense (DoD) homeland defense efforts and to coordinate defense support of civil authorities.
USNORTHCOM defends America’s homeland — protecting
our people, national power, and freedom of action.
USNORTHCOM is the unified combatant command
responsible for defending the homeland and providing
defense support of civil authorities. Its subordinate commands are Joint Forces Headquarters National Capital
Region, Joint Task Force Alaska, Joint Task Force Civil
Support, Joint Task Force North and Standing Joint Force
Headquarters North.
USNORTHCOM’s AOR includes air, land and sea approaches and encompasses the continental United States,
Alaska, Canada, Mexico and the surrounding water out to
approximately 500 nautical miles. It also includes the Gulf
of Mexico and the Straits of Florida. The defense of Hawaii
and our territories and possessions in the Pacific is the
responsibility of U.S. Pacific Command. The commander
of USNORTHCOM is responsible for theater security cooperation with Canada and Mexico.
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Training mission results in Cancer survivor stresses
real-life rescue operation regular self-examinations
By Capt. Cathleen Snow
920th Rescue Wing Public Affairs

PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. (AFPN)
— A series of coincidences and an alert helicopter crew from Air Force Reserve Command’s
920th Rescue Wing here saved the life of a
66-year-old Florida man.
Several miles off of the coast of Florida’s
Daytona Beach, Lt. Col. Paul Nevius and his
crew were piloting an HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter back to Patrick AFB when they spotted
a 21-foot boat in the ocean moving at fullthrottle with no one aboard.
“It was not our intent to be anywhere close
to that position,” said Colonel Nevius.
Bad weather on their original course to
Key West, Fla. sent the reservists north to
Gainesville, Fla., and the flight path to Patrick
was hampered by air traffic.
In addition to launching its own search
for the missing boater, the crew initiated a
large-scale search by other Air Force Reserve
aircrews, local Coast Guard units and the
Daytona Sheriff’s department.
Two more Air Force Reserve helicopter
crews, preparing for nighttime training missions, went to help but not before wing maintenance people had reconfigured the aircraft for
a real life-saving mission. Five pararescuemen,
also preparing for a training mission, joined
the search.
“If there was someone out there, he needed
to be found,” said Master Sgt. Chris Seinkner,
a 920th RQW pararescueman.
With only a few hours of daylight left and
using the previous helicopter crew’s search
pattern, the two helicopters on scene flew to
the course line and began working towards

each other.
“You could only see the shore in between the
5-foot waves,” said Sergeant Seinkner.
The crew suddenly spotted a man in the
water, later identified as Russell Alger, and
made a beeline towards him.
“We saw the guy and 30 seconds later we
were in the water,” said Sergeant Seinkner.
Sergeant Seinkner and another pararescueman, Staff Sgt. Kacee Holms, jumped out of
the helicopter, plunged into the choppy ocean
water and swam towards Mr. Alger.
“He was waving his arms and splashing in
the water,” said Sergeant Holmes. “He was
excited to see us.”
“I took off my life preserver and put it around
the guy,” said Sergeant Seinker.
Senior Master Sgt. Stephen Schwarz, a combat search-and-rescue flight engineer, lowered
the hoist to the pararescuemen.
Sergeant Holmes then put Mr. Alger in the
hoist and gave the thumbs up signal to Sergeant
Schwarz, who pulled them up to safety.
The crew transported Mr. Alger to Daytona
International Airport. Once there, he declined
medical treatment. He was in good condition
upon his release.
“Because of the effort of a lot of our own professionals, a very lucky 66-year old Floridian
is alive today,” said Col. Steve Kirkpatrick, the
920th Rescue Wing commander.
“I truly appreciate the efforts of all involved,”
he said. “You have all embodied the motto
‘these things we do that others may live’ and
made the entire community proud.”
(Courtesy of Air Force Reserve Command
News Service)

Commentary by
Staff Sgt. Paul Bogumil

50th Space Communications Squadron

“I’m sorry Paul, but it’s cancer.” It was
July 2003, and the doctor’s words put the
fear of death in me for the first time. I was
only 28 years old! But if I hadn’t done selfexams on a regular basis, I might not be
here today to talk about it.
One week earlier, I had found a mass
on my left testicle that wound up being a
cancerous tumor. As soon as I found it,
I went to the emergency room at the U.S.
Air Force Academy. The doctor I saw that
night said there was nothing she could
do at the time but that I needed to have
an ultrasound performed the next day. I
could tell from the tone of her voice that
she was concerned, and that I needed to
take this seriously.
The next day, the ultrasound confirmed
the mass was a tumor that needed to be
removed. She referred me to a urologist,
who explained what was going on. He
was so concerned he wanted to remove
it that very afternoon, but we opted for
the next day.
The next morning, I was getting ready
for surgery that no man wants to have.
Before I knew it, the surgery was over,
and I was waiting in recovery.
Everything had moved so fast that I
didn’t really have a chance to think about
what was going on until a week later. Once
it hit me, I realized my life would never be
the same. To say the least, I was scared.
Thoughts of death ran rampant through
my mind, hand-in-hand with my worst
fear – not being able to see my daughter

grow up.
For the next six weeks, I had numerous
follow-up doctor appointments and more
needles in me than I care to count. About
two months after the surgery, I got the call
I had been waiting for: remission! Though
I was relieved, there was still plenty more
for me to face and conquer: some form of
doctor appointment every month for the
next year. Even now, I still have regular
doctor appointments that will continue
for the next six years. I live with knowing that in the next six years, I have a 40
percent chance of a recurrence.
Testicular cancer is not very common. About one in every 100,000 men
is diagnosed. Statistics show that white
males between the ages of 18 and 34 are
primarily at risk.
Men should conduct self-exams once
a month. A testicle should be soft and
lump free and should register obvious
pain when squeezed. If you notice anything different or strange, see the doctor
immediately.
These self-exams, while unpleasant, are
important. If I hadn’t found the tumor
right away, or if I hadn’t done anything
about it, the cancer could have quickly
spread up into my lungs and lymph nodes.
If it had spread – or if it spreads in the
future – I can look forward to chemotherapy, radiation treatment or another
surgery that would open me up from below my belly button all the way up to my
chest bone.
Bottom line – check yourself monthly.
Self-examination could very well save
your life. It saved mine!

Visit the Schriever Sentinel online at www.csmng.com
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Post: Unique mission
From page 
in the case of an injury, or the 76th Helicopter
Squadron to prepare them for fire suppression if needed. But the fire was small, and the
firefighters and the 30th MSG commander
decided not to recall the EOC or call the
commander’s senior staff to action.
As the firefighters bulldozed a fire break
around the burn, smoke drifted across
Cocheo Park to the 30th SW headquarters
building. The smell of burnt pine and eucalyptus floated up to the second floor and
through the four security doors into the windowless command post control room.
The console flashed, phones rang and radios squealed in between directions from
the firefighters on scene. If it wasn’t for the
information coming in over the wire, the
scent would be the only way for those in the
room to know there was a fire.
“We only know what we’re told, which is
why we ask a lot of questions,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Shawn Foster. The wing, the command post is most effective when it gets the
information responders need to act, the 30th
SW Command Post superintendent said.
The controller’s main objective is situational awareness and information to relay
back to those making critical decisions, like
whether to evacuate or call in a rescue.
“A lot of agencies fail to realize that when
we call and ask the questions, it’s not for the
command post; it’s for the wing commander,”
Sergeant Foster said.
Sergeant Foster is part of a small, cohesive
team composed of an officer-in-charge and five
Airmen who support the two, shift-working
controllers on console. Command post controllers at Vandenberg have a unique mission.
“Because this is Space Command, we
don’t do what command post usually does,”
Airman Amante said. “At a base with a flying
mission, command post controllers conduct
flight following, where they would take accountability of the aircraft coming in and out
of base. Because of the absence of fixed-wing
aircraft at Vandenberg, flight following is
done by base operations.
“But we were trained to talk to the aircraft,
so we can do that mission when deployed,”
Airman Amante said.
The 30th SW usually has two command
post controllers deployed at any one time.
Master Sgt. Louis Alcoser recently deployed
in support of U.S. Marines in the Iraq province of Al Anbar. Staff Sgt. Crystal McNabb
just returned from a deployment to the
376th Air and Space Expeditionary Wing
in Kyrgyzstan.
Training is the reason the controllers are
capable and competent.
“There’s always training going on,” said
Senior Airman Selam Kidane, 30th SW
command post controller. “Every command
post mission is different, so we’re always
training.”
Not only do they serve a specialized mission since they are at a space base their mission here is unique.

“When we have an airman
basic right out of tech
school, within 60 days he’ll
be at the console gathering
information for the CC.”
Senior Master Sgt. Shawn Foster
30th SW Command Post superintendent
“We’re more than just the CP for the wing,
we’re Vandenberg’s command post,” said Lt.
Col. Pell Thompson, chief of 30th SW CP.
That means carrying the responsibility of
command post for the 14th Air Force (Air
Forces Strategic-Space).
“All 14th subordinate units report through
us,” he said. “That means the controllers keep
accountability of commanders in the 14 AF,
including the 50th Space Wing at Schriever
AFB, Colo., the 45th Space Wing at Patrick
AFB, Fla., and the 614th Air and Space
Operations Center here at Vandenberg.”
During the fire, a report came in from
Schriever regarding the accountability of
their commander. The controllers had to
handle the input at the same time they coordinated response to the fire. Even when
many inputs come in from other bases, they
sometimes cannot wait until the crisis at
hand is resolved. It means the possibility for
a very hectic scene at any given moment.
“When someone walks in and sees us idle,
that’s the best way it can be,” Sergeant Foster
said. “When you see us with our books cracked
open, then you know something’s wrong.”
With a small fire like this one, the response
was light impact. The controllers didn’t need
to use many of their tools to inform base personnel of an emergency incident or accident
like the base siren, the automatic pop-ups on
the computers or the crash phone network, all
of which are controlled at the command post
console. They also talk over the Centracom,
which commanders and first responders use
to communicate with handheld radios. The
controllers learn all the specific techniques
to accomplish their mission right here at
Vandenberg, earning a certification that
entitles them to work on console.
“It’s an intense responsibility,” Sergeant
Foster said. “When we have an airman basic
right out of tech school, within 60 days he’ll
be at the console gathering information for
the CC.”
Command post controllers work long
shifts – 12 hours – constantly on the alert
to respond to an accident or incident.
Four hours after the fire began, it is finally
extinguished. Although the firefighters return to the firehouse, up in the command
post console, the controllers remain. The
charred ground cools, and the day turns to
night as another pair of controllers begin
their shift, on the ready and prepared to react
for whatever comes next.
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Headin’ down to the rodeo...

Gen. Kevin P. Chilton, commander, Air Force Space Command, served as grand marshal for the Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo parade July 7. The rodeo, which runs July 11 – 15, donates a percentage of its earnings to local military charities each year. Pictured riding with the general is his daughter, Megan.
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Summer Cleaning

Staff Sgt. Adrianne Clark was one of 12 volunteers from the Space Innovation and Development Center’s
595th Operations Support Squadron who cleaned the side of Curtis Road outside Schriever July 5. The
595th OSS is responsible for more than two miles of Curtis Road as part of El Paso County’s Adopt-aHighway Program.
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Softball: 50th Space Control Squadron wins big
By Lorna Gutierrez
Schriever Sentinel

A forfeit and two blowouts summed up intramural softball action
here July 9.
The first game, scheduled to be NOPS versus 50th OSS, was forfeited with NOPS taking the win due to 50th OSS’ lack of players,
adding another notch to its perfect 7-0 season.
In the second game, it was 50th CONS versus 50th SCS. Even
though a homer was hit at the end of the contest by 50th CONS, the
rest of the game was a blowout, with 50th SCS winning 17-2.
Jason Golaboski had a homer in the first inning to add to 50th
SCS’ already stellar beginning. Golaboski also had a triple in the
third inning for his team. Three innings was as far as the game went:
50th SCS’ 15-run lead was enough to seal the deal for the squad,
which goes to 7-0 with the win.
“It was great defense and awesome offense,” said 50th SCS coach
David Learn. Tony Grubb also had a homer in the victory while Josh
Folmar and James Van Prooyen added doubles.
In the next match, it was 50th OGV versus SIDC. The game was
never a contest as SIDC rolled to an 18-3 victory. SIDC, looking to
go to .500 on the season, got a strong start in the first inning after a
homer by Joe Clifford sent himself and teammates Marcus Burhans
and Carl Weaver across home plate. Burhans also tripled in the third
inning to add to the victory.
“This was the best game of our lives today,” said Burhans. “We
brought our ‘A’ game.”
Fred Woodring hit a homer in the third inning for the losing squad.
SIDC coach Mike McGrady had a good feeling as the second half
of the season got underway, aiming for a tournament entry and then
“seeing what happens.”

SIDC’s Dennis Daone prepares to make a throw during intramural softball action July 9. Daone and company won the contest, defeating
50th OGV 18-3.

20

July 12, 2007

Schriever Sentinel

