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The Peterson Consolidated Club will
hold the 60th Air Force Birthday Bash
Sept. 21.
Social hour starts at 5 p.m. followed
by dinner at 6 p.m. Tickets are $20 for
club members and $23 for non-members and can be purchased through
your unit’s first sergeant.
For more information, contact
Master Sgt. Michael Joseph at 556-7522
or at michael.joseph@peterson.af.mil

Free theater tickets

The Colorado Festival of World
Theatre will offer a limited number of
free tickets to military personnel for a
variety of shows.
To find out more information, visit
www.Colorado Festival.org.
For a schedule of shows offered or to
get tickets, call (719) 227-0086 or send
an e-mail to military@cfwt.org.
Please include your name, unit and
contact information so your tickets can
be reserved.

TOP 3 to award education
grants

DASH seeking volunteers

Drive A Servicemember Home is a
program that provides members from
Peterson, Schriever and Cheyenne
Mountain a safe way to get home.
DASH needs volunteers to be drivers and a dispatcher from 11 p.m. to 3
a.m. Sept. 7-8.
To volunteer, send a request to
armedforcesdash@cheyennemountain.
af.mil and include desired position,
night(s) available and a home or cell
phone number.

SARC seeks victim advocate
volunteers

The Sexual Assault Response
Coordinator is looking for volunteers
to serve as victim advocates.
Mandatory training for volunteers
will be held Sept. 11-12 and 24-26 at
Peterson and is open to military and
Air Force civilians.
A signed form by your commander
or supervisor is required.
For more information, contact Kim
Nam at 567-7634 or at kim.nam@
schriever.af.mil.
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Swift-footed Schrieverites to compete in AF Marathon

The members of the Schriever Running Club will compete in the Air Force Marathon Sept. 15 at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. They are (from left): Nicole
Fleming of the 50th Contracting Squadron, Carlos Nivia of the 4th Space Operations Squadron, Alan Burwell of 2nd SOPS, Julie Warren of 4th SOPS and Katherine
Portillo of 3rd SOPS. Not pictured but also competing will be Caitlin Diffley of 2nd SOPS.

Family’s AF heritage spans three generations
By Lorna Gutierrez
Schriever Sentinel

Three men from the White family across
three generations are part of the Air Force’s
60-year heritage. Each man served in the
Air Force, and two men are part of the 50th
Space Wing’s history.
Don White served in the Army Air Corps
during World War II, where he served as a
munitions armorer on a B-24 Liberator aircraft. David White, second generation, was a
50th Tactical Fighter Wing Airman stationed
at Hahn Air Base in Germany. Justin White,
third generation, is a captain stationed here
at Schriever.
The 50th SW affiliation shared by the
Grand Island, Neb., natives was not planned.
For David, it started in 1968 when he enlisted
in the Air Force and began basic training.
After a short assignment in Seville, Spain,
he was assigned to Hahn AB, beginning his
50th TFW affiliation.
“Hahn was one of the best assignments ever,”
David said. “It’s a really good place and a neat
base. I was honored to be assigned there.”
David worked as an inertial and radar
navigation systems repairman while at Hahn
AB. He also performed maintenance on F-4
Phantoms, a job that took him to Wheelus AB
in Libya, Aviano AB in Italy, Spangdahlem AB
in Germany and Zaragoza Air Base in Spain.
While at the 50th, he participated in the
9th Allied Forces Central Europe, part of
the National Atlantic Treaty Organization’s
Tactical Weapons Meet at Spangdahlem AB
in Germany, supporting aircraft from the
10th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 50th TFW
and 17th Air Force.
He was honorably discharged from active
duty in March 1972 and from the Air Force
Reserve in March 1974. His rank at time of
discharge was E-4, which was sergeant at
the time.
Justin came to Schriever from Tinker Air
Force Base in Oklahoma at the beginning of

2005. He was immediately
assigned to the 4th Space
Operations Squadron and
began work as a payload engineer for Milstar. He then
moved to the orbital analysis
shop and worked on an 8month operation to reposition the Milstar constellation.
He recently became 50th SW
orbital safety officer.
It wasn’t a push from his
dad, but a summer vacation
to the Air Force Academy
that planted the Air Force
seed in Justin’s mind. The
seed grew, and when it came
time to choose a university,
Justin chose the Academy.
He graduated in 2000.
Justin said he didn’t realize
the family’s tie to 50th SW
history until recently, when
Justin was looking at some
old patches and realized the
heritage.
“I think it’s cool,” Justin
said. “We were at the same
wing but two different places.
I’m proud to be able to carry
on the history my family has
with the Air Force and the
Army Air Corps. To be a part David, Don and Justin White stand proudly at Justin’s graduation from the
of the same wing heritage as Air Force Academy in 2000. Each of the three men has ties to Air Force
my father makes this tradi- heritage: Don was a B-24 pilot for the Army Air Corps, David was assigned
tion even more special.”
to the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing at Hahn Air Base, Germany, and now“It’s exciting that my son Captain Justin White is chief of orbital safety for the 50th Space Wing.
is associated with the wing,”
his family is still contributing toward our
David said.
And Justin knows his grandfather, who nation’s defense. I’m glad he had the chance
died in March 2006, would be proud of his to see me commissioned and the start of my
Air Force career.”
career choice in the Air Force.
As for the anniversary: “It’s great history,”
“He always told us stories, good and bad,
about his time of military service. His coun- David said. “It’s neat that they’ve been able to
try and freedoms were very important to him keep and maintain the tradition that comes
and I believe he would be glad to know that with the 50th.”
Photo courtesy of Capt. Justin White

Schriever’s TOP 3 Education Grant
Committee will be taking applications
from E-1’s to E-6’s where a first place
nominee will be awarded $100 and two
others will receive $75.
Guidelines and applications are
available on Schriever’s intranet site
when you click onto organizations,
councils and then TOP 3.
Applicants have until Sept. 30 and
winners will be notified by their first
sergeant.
For more information, contact
Master Sgt. Primo at 567-3723.
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Working in Peterson’s Air Terminal, 2nd Lt.
Carolyn Griffin has seen a lot of different Army
shipments come through Peterson.
“Everything from Blackhawks to office supplies,” said the lieutenant, the officer in charge
of air terminal operations for the 21st Logistics
Readiness Squadron. “Basically anytime Fort
Carson is sending something overseas, it comes
here.”
But Lieutenant Griffin and dozens of other
Team Pete members got the chance to see something new recently. Peterson employees helped
load 12 Army Chinook helicopters onto Air Force
C-17s during the last two weeks of August.
The Chinooks, the first to be shipped through
Peterson, made an important pit stop here before
heading overseas to support Operation Enduring
Freedom. Airmen, Soldiers, contractors and civilian personnel disassembled and inspected the
choppers before loading each one onto a separate
C-17, the aircraft transporting the Chinooks to
their new stations.
While up to four Blackhawks can fit into a C17, only one of the 50-foot long Chinook CH-47
helicopters can be squeezed into the C-17’s 98foot long cargo bay, a fact that made the whole
project labor-intensive and time-consuming. But,
Lieutenant Griffin said, no one really seemed
to mind.
“This is the first time we’ve had Chinooks
come through here, so we’re all really excited,”
she said.
Peterson staff, from security forces to fuel
management, spent months coordinating the
shipment with officials at Fort Carson as well
as the Army National Guard unit responsible
for the Chinooks.
That unit – Detachment 1, Company B, 3rd
Battalion, 126th Aviation Regiment, out of New
York and Maryland – arrived at Fort Carson
earlier this summer to train at high altitude with
the Chinooks. The choppers were then taken to
Peterson, where Guardsmen and contractors
disassembled them – a process that takes between 10 and 18 hours and about 35 workers

Photo by Rob Brussard
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By Corey Dahl

A Chinook CH-47D juts from the maw of a C-17’s cavernous cargo bay. Employees from Sikorsky Support Services Inc.,
and Soldiers from Company B, 3rd Battalion, 126th General Support Aviation Battalion, a National Guard unit from New
York and Maryland, helped load the aircraft Aug. 30 for overseas deployment. A dozen of the helicopters were airlifted
aboard C-17s through Peterson AFB in late August.
per helicopter.
Peterson staff then inspected the helicopters
before Guard members and contractors loaded
them onto C-17s, an hours-long effort often performed in the middle of the night or very early
in the morning, depending on the timing of a
plane’s arrival.
“A lot of people have had long hours,” said
Robert Schwaeble, Peterson’s airfield manager.
“But we’ve got a bunch of good people here who
cinched it up a notch and made it happen.”
And for 1st Lt. Terrance Thorgramson, one of

the Guard pilots deploying with the helicopters,
the teamwork and coordination involved – and
not the Chinooks, as cool as they may be – ended
up being the most amazing part of the whole
effort. He said working with such a variety of
personnel is also a good learning experience
for everyone.
“The military is getting pretty diverse now,”
he said. “I go anywhere and I could be working
with Air Force, Marines. Cooperating like this
really helps prepare us for working together in
the future.”
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Reservist’s military service spans four decades
“The main thing I see in the

By Staff Sgt. Daniel Martinez
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

military is the opportunity
to improve yourself,”

Tech. Sgt. Hipolito Torres-Morales

Photo by Staff Sgt. Daniel Martinez

It’s the summer of 1970 – Richard Nixon
is president, the war in Vietnam is still being
fought, psychedelic rock and roll is on the
radio, and the hippie subculture is starting to
wane at the start of this new decade. That was
also the summer where the path was laid out
for a man from San German, Puerto Rico as
a result of being drafted into the Army.
With a combined 38 years of military service in three different branches of the military, Tech. Sgt. Hipolito Torres-Morales is
now on the road to retirement. With a mildmannered demeanor, he spoke modestly of
his service that started on July, 27 1970, and
continues today.
When Sergeant Torres-Morales’ call to
duty came, he found himself in basic training for the Army at Fort Jackson, S.C. Upon
completion of basic training, he was stationed
at White Sands Missile Range, N.M.
“I did different things,” Sergeant TorresMorales said. “I was training on hawk missiles, and I was sent to Vietnam briefly for
45 days.”
Sergeant Torres-Morales’ service in
Vietnam was cut short because his two brothers were already fighting in the war. He was
pulled out and sent to Germany, where he
spent the majority of his Army service.
“I liked Germany,” he said. “I was there for
seven years and I like that place.”
In 1978, he was assigned to Fort Riley,
Kan., where he spent his last year in the Army
before relocating to Colorado and working
in civil service.
“The Army called me back months after I
got out,” he said.
Sergeant Torres-Morales didn’t want to
return to Fort Riley and opted to fulfill his
service by another means.
“I went through the Naval Reserve in
Colorado Springs,” Sergeant Torres-Morales
said. At the time the Naval Reserve was at
Crystal Lake, and he signed up for two years,

Tech. Sgt. Hipolito Torres-Morales came to Schriever in 2005 and worked at the heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning shop before moving to the heavy equipment shop. Sergeant Torres-Morales works for the 50th
Civil Engineer Squadron here but is assigned to the 302nd Airlift Wing, which is a reserve unit based out of
Peterson Air Force Base.
working in supply until 1980.
After finishing his two-year stint in the
Navy, he joined the Air Force Reserves that
same year. From 1980 to 1983, he worked as
a loadmaster while stationed at McChord Air
Force Base, Wash.
In 1983, he retrained into civil engineer-

ing as a pavement and ground worker and
returned to Colorado Springs as part of the
302nd Airlift Wing’s Civil Engineer Squadron
at Peterson Air Force Base.
After 11 years in CE, Sergeant TorresMorales retrained again into aerospace
ground equipment, which is his present spe-

cialty in his reserve unit. He was activated
in 2001 after the Sept. 11 terror attacks, and
in 2005 was brought to Schriever to help fill
some badly needed positions in the heating,
ventilation and air conditioning shop, then
the heavy equipment shop.
Unique to Sergeant Torres-Morales is not
only his time in service but also his dedication to whatever job he undertakes.
“He’s a hard working individual always
staying busy,” said Staff Sgt. Timothy Callery,
assistant NCOIC of the heavy equipment
shop. “He’s always looking for something to
do, never complains about anything and is always at work an hour before work starts.”
While in his military role or as a civil
service worker, Sergeant Torres-Morales
has even found the drive to go to school.
He holds an associate’s degree in business,
management and accounting from Pikes
Peak Community College and most recently attended Intellitec Colleges to learn
HVAC.
“The main thing I see in the military is
the opportunity to improve yourself,” said
Sergeant Torres-Morales.
Sergeant Torres-Morales’ military career
has taken him to many different countries
including Southwest Asia, Spain, Thailand,
Greece, Italy and the Philippines. He also has
gone on humanitarian missions in Colombia,
Bolivia, Honduras and Costa Rica to help build
houses.
As the year draws to a close, Sergeant
Torres-Morales will be retiring after almost
four decades of service.
“Thirty-eight years,” Sergeant Callery said.
“That’s a long time to do anything.”
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Prairie dogs, rabbits
and snakes – oh, my!
By Lorna Gutierrez
Schriever Sentinel

Located in the prairie, Schriever is no
stranger to wildlife. It hosts prairie dogs, rabbits, rattlesnakes, bull snakes, burrowing owls,
great horned owls, field mice, antelope, coyotes,
thirteen-lined ground squirrels or “striped gophers”, birds and other wildlife. While many
of these species pose no threat, some can be
dangerous if humans venture too close.
Luckily, no one ventured too close to a
rattlesnake that was found here Aug. 14.
Master Sgt. Ron Phillips of the 50th Civil
Engineer Squadron entomology department
said finding a snake on base is a rare occurrence. Sergeant Phillips, who has been at his
job a mere month, said his predecessor had
never come across a snake.
If you spot a snake, keep your distance
and assume it’s dangerous, Sergeant Phillips

recommends. If you are bitten, try to limit
movement and seek immediate attention.
As for other wildlife, Bill Rose of 50th CES’
environmental flight suggests a hands-off
approach.
“If you don’t know what a creature is, just
leave it alone,” he said. “They’re just as scared
of you as you are of them.”
Also, stay away from marked-off areas. Mr.
Rose recommends that if you see an animal
that is dead, and you’re not sure why it’s dead,
leave it alone and call the CES service desk
with the information.
Also be aware of feral cats. Not like friendly
house cats, these cats will scratch, and the
scratches can become infected.
“If you corner and harass something
wild, it will get aggressive,” said 50th CES
Environmental Flight chief Bill Kivela.
“Just use your common sense,” Mr. Rose
said.

Congressional delegation
observes enemy fire from C-130
SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) – Four congressional delegates observed live, enemy
fire from a C-130 Hercules Aug. 30 that had
just departed Baghdad International Airport
enroute to Jordan.
“They witnessed firsthand our Air Force’s
Airmen in combat,” said Lt. Gen. Gary L.
North, the U.S. Central Command Air Forces
commander.
On average, 108 C-130 missions are flown
each day over Iraq and Afghanistan. On any
given day in the U.S. Central Command area
of responsibility, C-130s move approximately
163 short tons of supplies and equipment
and more than 1,800 people throughout the
combat zone.
The C-130 on which the congressional delegates were flying has been in service for 44
years and has flown approximately 6 million
miles – the equivalent of 14 round-trips from
the earth to the moon and back.
“Our aircraft maintenance professionals
are truly some of America’s unsung heroes,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Richard Small, the
CENTAF command chief. In contrast to the
44-year-old aircraft, the oldest crewmember
– praised by the congressional delegates for
their calm and professional actions under
fire – was 38 years old.
“I am convinced we must continue to make
America and her leadership aware of the
health of America’s airpower fleet,” General
North said. “Like the congressional delegation who personally witnessed our aircrews
and their aging equipment in action, our
nation realizes Airmen are engaged every

“Airmen synchronize and

integrate with the entire
coalition efforts – defending
our homeland, providing
strategic deterrence and
giving our nation unparalleled
global vigilance, reach and
power.””
Lt. Gen. Gary L. North, U.S. Central
Command Air Forces commander
single day in Iraq and Afghanistan, from
Kyrgyzstan to the Horn of Africa.”
The daily CENTAF schedule of C-130s,
C-17 Globemaster IIIs and tendered commercial aircraft in theater move more than
3,400 people and approximately 814 pallets
– 1,200 short tons or approximately 2.4 million pounds of equipment – throughout the
CENTCOM area of responsibility.
“Airmen synchronize and integrate with the
entire coalition efforts – defending our homeland, providing strategic deterrence and giving
our nation unparalleled global vigilance, reach
and power,” the general said. “This is the reason
the recapitalization of our Air Force’s fleet is
so important and that 44-year-old C-130 our
congressional delegation saw combat in is part
of Gen. (T. Michael) Moseley’s (the Air Force
chief of staff) and our Air Force’s aging fleet
and recapitalization strategy.”
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Space experts come together USNORTHCOM prepared
to address warfighter needs for hurricane response
By Capt. Catie Hague

Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

More than 70 senior leaders and experts
from across the Services, joint agencies and
Intelligence Community came together
Aug. 28 at Headquarters Air Force Space
Command to discuss the way ahead for
Operationally Responsive Space.
The objective – a clearly defined joint
process for identifying and developing ORS
requirements and capabilities; how they are
integrated and deconflicted; and ways to create, follow and use common standards.
“We need a new process to get off the
ground quickly and deliver effects rapidly,”
said Gen. Kevin P. Chilton, AFSPC commander. “We need everybody pulling together to support the joint force commanders with reliable, sustainable, effective and
rapidly fieldable solutions.”
Attendees seemed positive about Tuesday’s
meeting.
“It was very productive,” said Army Col.
Dave Cox, Future Warfare Center deputy director, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command. “The right people were in the
room to discuss how to apply the right resources to support the joint warfighter, and
to identify the best organization to figure out
the joint process for requirements.”
As the Army’s proponent for space, SMDC
wants to make sure the Army has the right
people working in the joint ORS office, according to Colonel Cox. “We want to meet
the Service’s needs for space by ensuring the
joint office can link to the Army organizations it needs for support.”
Col. Kevin McLaughlin, Joint ORS Office
director, agreed that the meeting was a good
start. “ORS is in its infancy, and this was a key
meeting,” he said. “For the first time, the ORS
community is defining how it will work together to deliver timely and relevant combat

effects to our combatant commanders.”
The ORS concept is to provide joint force
commanders space and space-related capabilities on orbit, quickly to meet urgent
operational needs.
AFSPC sees itself as the “lead integrator”
for this effort,” said General Chilton. “We
don’t have all the answers; (the Department of
Defense) needs to leverage the expertise and
capabilities of all the ORS stakeholders.
“We certainly will not be the owners of all
the ideas,” continued the general. Each of the
services will develop payloads, innovations
and thought, but “someone has to be leading
the integration for standards.”
AFSPC is to ORS what Air Mobility
Command is to military airlift.
“If we don’t have set standards that we
can all sign up to,” General Chilton said,
“then we’ll wind up with unique satellites
that require unique buses that require unique
interfaces to unique boosters. It will take
months and years to provide space effects to
the warfighter as opposed to weeks.
“As a team,” he said, “we need to draw upon
our individual strengths in space to better
support the joint fight – figure out how to
best spend our nation’s treasure.”
The atmosphere throughout the meeting
was collaborative and cooperative, ending
with a common view of the need for the ORS
community to establish a requirements and
solutions process. The Army will host the
next meeting, which is scheduled for mid-tolate September. Key players will try out the
proposed ORS process using a U.S. Strategic
Command requirement.
“Properly identified and prioritized ORS
solutions have the potential to provide additional capabilities for the nation and ensure
we meet the dynamic warfighter needs,” said
General Chilton. “These solutions just have
to be good enough to win.”

By Petty Officer 1st Class
Joaquin Juatai
NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

August 29 marks the second anniversary
of Hurricane Katrina’s devastating landfall
on the Gulf Coast. Local, state, federal and
military responders rushed to New Orleans,
one of the most devastated areas, to offer
rescue, aid and clean up in the aftermath
of the storm.
U.S. Northern Command is responsible for
the Department of Defense’s role in response
to a disaster such as Hurricane Katrina. In
that role, USNORTHCOM coordinates movement of equipment and personnel in support
of the primary responding agency, whether
that is the Federal Emergency Response
Management Agency, the National Guard
or another primary responding agency.
“Hurricane Katrina’s impact on this country was unprecedented. There are still many of
our fellow Americans whose lives still haven’t
returned to normal,” said Gen. Gene Renuart,
commander of North American Aerospace
Defense Command and USNORTHCOM.
“It will take many years for the Gulf Coast
to fully recover.
“The United States military was deeply
involved in the response to the hurricane and
subsequent flooding,” Renuart said. “While
our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines
helped thousands of people, we also learned
many lessons.”
According to Renuart, USNORTHCOM
has been using the lessons learned from
Katrina to modify plans to respond to both
natural disasters and potential terrorist
actions.
“We have been conducting exercises and
working with our federal partners to be
better prepared for a future catastrophe,”

Renuart said.
Since Katrina, USNORTHCOM has pursued a robust planning and training program, developing and testing concepts of
operation and response to a disaster such
as a hurricane.
Personnel at the command have identified
many of the resources that may be needed
during a disaster and established a process
to move them quicker.
The command has continued to work with
other federal agencies to improve the overall
federal response.
In May, USNORTHCOM and its subordinate commands participated with
FEMA Region 1 in a National Hurricane
Preparedness Exercise, which enabled further refining of processes and procedures in
disaster response.
USNORTHCOM is ready to help federal,
state and local officials to be prepared for
a major hurricane and to be successful at
conducting response operations, if necessary
and requested by the primary responding
agency. Some of the ways these objectives
are being achieved are:
Through State Engagement programs,
USNORTHCOM provides planning support
to help states prepare for emergencies.
USNORTHCOM and its subordinates,
as well as local, state and federal partners
conduct major disaster exercises to refine
processes and apply lessons learned.
Working with FEMA, USNORTHCOM
has prepared pre-scripted mission assignments to accelerate the disaster response
process.
USNORTHCOM conducted a major exercise with the National Guard in May to
refine the interface between the National
Guard and DOD.

Base Briefs
Schriever contractors required to
see security manager for new CAC

Civilian Personnel Flight to conduct
NSPS training

Contractors working at Schriever who have
a CAC card expiring in September must see
their security manager in order to be entered
in the Contractor Verification System.
This must be done in order to obtain a
new CAC card.
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt.
Stewart at 567-5900/5901 or at jeffrey.stewart@schriever.af.mil

The Civilian Personnel Flight will conduct
National Security Personnel System training
starting at 8 a.m. on Sept. 4 and 12.
DOD civilians and servicemembers who
supervise civilian employees are required to
complete this training.
To sign up or for more information, contact
Herbert Poiro Jr. at 567-5796 or at herbert.
poiro@schriever.af.mil

MPF customer service hours

Ultimate Frisbee Club seeks
members

The Military Personnel Flights hours are
Monday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Tuesday and Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Wednesday, 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
For more information, contact Tech Sgt.
Stewart at 567-5900/5901 or at jeffrey.stewart@schriever.af.mil

Ultimate Frisbee enthusiasts are seeking
to start a weekly game at Schriever.
All skill levels are encouraged to
participate.
For more information, contact Capt.
Laughton at 567-4875 or at ryan.laughton@
schriever.af.mil
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Volleyball game unites Afghans, Americans
By Staff Sgt. Julie Weckerlein
FORWARD OPERATING BASE
MEHTAR LAM, Afghanistan (AFPN)
– Americans and Afghans are bumping
and spiking, but it is a friendly competition
and not a fight.
Airmen, Soldiers and Afghans compete
during weekly rounds of volleyball at this forward operating base in eastern Afghanistan,
which provides Afghans to see the Americans
in a different setting than that outside the
wire dressed in battle uniforms.
“They get to come on the base and see us
relaxed and in our (physical training) uniforms, a lot different than how we look when
we are out on convoy” said Army Sgt. 1st
Class Frank Comer, a civil affairs specialist
with the Laghman Provincial Reconstruction
Team who attends every game held in a sandpit inside Forward Operating Base Mehtar
Lam. “They get to see that we, too, enjoy a
good game of volleyball.”
The Airmen and Soldiers are part of the
Laghman PRT, which serves as an administrative unit of international aid to the area via
reconstruction projects, humanitarian aid
delivery, and security backed by national and
coalition forces. The PRT engages with key
government, military, village and religious
leaders while monitoring important political,
military and reconstruction development.
They also make efforts to provide outreach
to the citizens they’re helping.
Hence, the volleyball games, the brainchild of Army Staff Sgt. James Miller, another civil affairs specialist with the PRT.
During the many convoys through various
villages, Sergeant Miller noticed a familiar
trend – the youth were playing volleyball.
“It wasn’t uncommon to see nets strung
between two trees, or two poles stuck in the
ground and kids playing,” Sergeant Miller
said. “It got me thinking that maybe one way
we could connect with the locals was to invite
them onto the FOB and get some friendly
competition going between the Americans
and Afghans.”
He approached the Air Force services
Airmen running the morale, recreation and
welfare programs at the base and asked if he
could incorporate the Afghan and American

Photo by Master Sgt. Jim Varhegyi

U.S. Central Command Air Forces Public Affairs

Airmen and Soldiers from the Provincial Reconstruction Team host a volleyball game Aug. 26 for Afghan high school students invited from the province’s five districts
Aug. 26 at Forward Operating Base Mehtar Lam, located in Afghanistan’s Laghman Province. The weekly volleyball games are designed to give the students a chance
to meet and interact with military members in a friendly atmosphere.
game into the base’s volleyball season. The
Airmen were enthusiastic.
“It wasn’t a problem to include these games
in our season,” said Senior Airman Eliceo
Dejesus, a services Airman for the PRT deployed from Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.
“Volleyball keeps everyone happy, and including the Afghans is even better because it
allows for us to interact with them, too.”
Even though the Afghan male students
rotate from different villages each week, the
Americans have yet to actually claim victory
on the court. Yet, the Airmen and Soldiers
insist they are winners every time.
“Sure, they beat us severely every week,”

Sergeant Comer said, “but we come out winners because we’re establishing relationships.
Sometimes the local elders attend the games,
too, and we’re able to talk about construction
updates and potential projects.”
Sergeant Miller said he likes to approach
the young men who play and ask them if they
were governor of the province, what would
they build first?
“Their answers provide insight into the
communities’ needs,” he said. “They say they
want schools, roads and medical clinics. Just
recently, we were asked for a library. That
was a first, but it’s good to know what they
want and need.”

The volleyball games will continue until
the winter, but will most likely start up again
once the weather warms up in the spring,
which is a good thing, said Jahedi, the Afghan
director of the Laghman Youth Society.
“When the Americans come out into the
villages in their armor and with their guns,
the people can’t really look at them and know
them,” he said through an interpreter. “The
villagers don’t know who (the Americans)
are, what they are doing, why they are in
that village. But since we play volleyball, the
Afghans are happy to come here. They are
happy to see that the Americans are here to
serve Afghanistan and to help the country.”
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Flag football begins
By Lorna Gutierrez
Schriever Sentinel

Photo by Lorna Gutierrez

50th CPTS’ Andy Algermissen runs toward the goal line during intramural flag football action August 30.
Algermissen and company won the contest versus 3rd SOPS, 29-0.

Photo by Lorna Gutierrez

It’s that time of year again – a time when
the temperature begins to cool and a pigskin
ball is thrown down a field.
On a cool, damp morning on Aug. 30,
six teams took to the field for intramural
flag football season.
First up, 3rd SOPS and 50th CPTS.
Despite many runs by 3rd SOPS’ quarterback Joshua Sollee, the team was not able
to post any points and 50th CPTS won the
contest 29-0.
50th CPTS’ Kevin Allen caught a catch
from quarterback Karl Seppa near the goal
line to give his team good scoring position.
Teammate Craig Armogida then caught a
throw from Seppa, putting six points on the
board for his team. The extra point attempt
was no good.
In the second half, a deep pass was caught
by Korey Kuykendall. A run by Seppa soon
followed and at first and goal, Billie Barnard
caught the pass, putting his team up 12-0.
Allen caught the extra point, making the
score 13-0.
As 3rd SOPS headed down the field,
Kuykendall picked off a pass, giving his
team the ball. 50th CPTS capitalized on the
play and Armogida scored, giving his team
a 20-0 lead. The extra point was good.
Another interception by Kuykendall gave
50th CPTS the ball once more. Michael
Chua took the ball down the field and teammate Armogida scored the touchdown.
Chua followed with an extra two points.
That was the end of 50th CPTS’ scoring
run.
“For a first game we played really well,”
said coach Bryan Snyder. “We’re working
in new people on the team and they played
great.”
In the second game, it was NOPS versus
50th OSS/OG, and 50th OSS/OG came out
with a 12-7 win.
An interception in the first half by 50th
OSS/OG’s Danny Matous helped lead to a
touchdown by teammate Dan Sanders, off
a catch from quarterback Craig Cherek,
which put 50th OSS/OG up 6-0.
As NOPS’ T.O. Williams neared the goal
line, a pick by 50th OSS/OG’s Mike Kitchen
crushed the scoring attempt. 50th OSS was
not able to score on that drive however, and
a catch and long run by Mark Baggett put
NOPS on the board with six points while
Williams added the extra point, putting
his team up by one.
With only a few minutes remaining,
50th OSS/OG went on a run led by Dan
Sanders. Rob Singleton caught the winning
touchdown.
With only 44 seconds remaining, NOPS
tried to make a quick score but a pick from

50th OSS/OG’s Jeff Guy ended the run.
While this was only the second day of
football action, 50th OSS/OG had lost its
previous contest and was glad to get the
win.
“We came together more as a team today,”
said coach Aaron Pinson. “We had some
new guys come out and contribute.”
In the final game, it was 4th SOPS versus
50th SFS/CES with 4th SOPS prevailing
20-7.
It was a slow start for the eventual winners as 50th SFS/CES’ Anthony Ellington
put the first six points on the board off a pass
by quarterback Richard Tibbetts. Teammate
Paul Kelly added the extra point.
4th SOPS’ quarterback Walt Merriam
threw a touchdown to Jeremy Brown while
Nick Clossman evened the contest 7-7 with
the extra point. A pick by 4th SOPS’ Ryan
Laughton ended the half.
4th SOPS’ Steve Gofus scored with seven-and-a-half minutes remaining in the
half. Christopher Dempsey added the extra point. With two minutes remaining in
the game, 50th SFS/CES tried to answer but
4th SOPS’ Kenny Smith picked off a pass,
resulting in a Dale Harris touchdown.
“We played well for the first game,” said
coach Myron Bryant. “We have lots of kinks
to work out but we’ll try to work them out
and keep winning.”

50th OSS/OG quarterback Craig Cherek runs through
the defense during intramural flag football action Aug.
30. Cherek threw two touchdown passes to aid in his
team’s victory over NOPS.
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