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Base Briefs
SNCO call scheduled for
Oct. 25, 26
50th Space Wing Command Chief
Master Sgt. Moore will be hosting two
SNCO calls at the Building 300 auditorium, Oct. 25 from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
and Oct. 26 from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Senior NCO’s at Schriever must attend one of the calls.
For more information, contact
Master Sgt. Maynard at 567-5693.

‘Boo at the Zoo’ needs
volunteers
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo needs 24
volunteers to help make its annual “Boo
at the Zoo” event a success.
A group of 12 volunteers will assist
with directing traffic Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays from 5 to 8 p.m. The first
group will assist with the event’s second
weekend, Oct. 26-28.
For more information, contact 50th
Services Division Marketing director
James Grof at 567-4740, or contact
Deborah Muehlesien, director of marketing for the Cheyenne Mountain
Zoo, at 633-9925, extension 114.

www.csmng.com

Wingman Day to focus
on responsible choices
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

Wingman Day, scheduled for Nov. 1,
will focus on the Culture of Responsible
Choices.
Wingman days are designed to build
esprit de corps within units by allowing
co-workers to learn more about one another and talk about the strengths and
weaknesses of their organizations.
“The wingman concept is more than
an event – it is a culture of Airmen taking
care of Airmen ... 365 days a year,” said
Lt. Gen. Roger Brady, deputy chief of staff
for manpower and personnel. “Wingman
day is the centerpiece around which this
year-round culture is anchored. It reinforces the wingman concept, reacquaints
Airmen with culture principles and revitalizes our dedication to being great
wingmen.”
The uniform of the day will be the
service uniform, or “blues.” Airmen
should also bring their physical training uniforms for the monthly fitness run,
scheduled for 2:30 p.m.

Col. Terry Djuric, commander of the
50th Space Wing, will kick off the event
with a broadcast at 7:30 a.m. Retired
Chief Master Sgt. Bob Vásquez will meet
with Airmen between 8 and 10 a.m. to
discuss what it means to be a wingman.
Chief Vásquez wrote “Heirpower! Eight
Basic Habits of Exceptionally Powerful
Lieutenants” and is director for the U.S.
Air Force Academy’s “Vital Effective
Character Th rough Observation and
Reflection” program.
Throughout the day, Airmen will meet
in small groups to discuss subjects of
local interest. Topics may include how
the unit supports the wingman culture
throughout the year, unit-specific challenges and situations that cause stress
and what wingmen can do to help. A
SharePoint site, https://schrieversps/
wingmen, will offer additional topics
for unit discussion.
After the unit discussions have concluded, Airmen will fi ll out a feedback
survey on the SharePoint site. The fitness
run will follow the surveys.

Shoeboxes for Soldiers
program collecting items
The Schriever and Peterson Chapels
are working together to collect and ship
items for deployed troops this holiday
season. Donated items at Schriever can
be dropped off at outdoor recreation
or the shoppette.
Suggested items include magazines
appropriate to the area, snacks, and other
items that may remind them of home.
For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Scott Devine at 567-3705.

Discovery lifts off for International
Space Station
The Space Shuttle Discovery lifts off from
the Kennedy Space Center at 11:38 a.m.
Eastern Daylight Time Oct. 23 for a mission to the International Space Station.
Schriever’s 22nd Space Operations
Squadron provides support for
manned space missions by making the Air Force Satellite Control
Network available to NASA.

Schriever clinic to have
adjusted hours Oct. 25
The Schriever medical and dental
clinic will be closed until 1 p.m. on
Oct. 25.
For more information, contact the
21st Medical Group at 567-3327.

The 50th Space Wing Holiday Party
is scheduled for Dec. 14 at the Crowne
Plaza.
More details are to come.
For more information, contact 2nd
Lt. Jane McDonald at 567-5156.

Volunteer income tax
representatives needed
Volunteers for the upcoming tax
season are needed, at least two representatives from each unit with an
appointment letter signed by their
squadron commander.
Tax training is scheduled to be
held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Dec. 3-7
at Peterson in Building 3. Volunteers
should have basic computer skills.
For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Ami Harris at 567-5050.
More Briefs page 9
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Schedule of events
7:30 a.m. – Colonel Djuric’s Wingman Day kickoff
broadcast
 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. – Units and sections will meet for
small-group discussion
 8 a.m. – First presentation by Chief Vásquez in the
Building 300 Auditorium for 50th Operations Group
personnel
 9 a.m. – Second presentation by Chief Vásquez in
the Building 300 Auditorium for 50th Network Operations
Group personnel
 10 a.m. – Third presentation by Chief Vásquez in the
Main Fitness Center for 50th Mission Support Group
personnel and members of 50th SW staff.
 1:30 p.m. – Personnel complete the feedback survey
on the Wingman Day SharePoint site.
 2 p.m. – Colonel Djuric’s closing remarks
 2:45 p.m. – Form up for Schriever ﬁtness run, which
begins at 3 p.m.


Schriever Airman receives
Bronze Star medal for Iraq tour
By Staff Sgt. Daniel Martinez
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

An intelligence officer with the
50th Operations Support Squadron
earned a Bronze Star medal Oct.
15 for his role in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.
Col. Clinton Crosier, commander for the 50th Operations Group,
presented the award to Capt. David
Hearn, during a commander’s call at
the Building 300 Auditorium.
“This is the first time in my career
I have ever awarded a Bronze Star,
which testifies to what a tremendous
accomplishment this is for Captain
Hearn,” Colonel Crosier said.
“It’s a great honor to be awarded
a Bronze Star,” Captain Hearn said.
“I feel really blessed to be a part of
a great military tradition. There
are Soldiers and Marines out there
who have earned their Bronze Star
through direct combat with the enemy or through even greater sacrifice
– their lives.”
Captain Hearn sees the accomplishments that earned him the
award as nothing more than just
doing his job.
“I was just blessed to be selected to
be in the position I was in, working
side by side with other warriors with
one goal in mind: get home safe and
make it safe for the rest of the troops,”
Captain Hearn said.
Captain Hearn was deployed to
Iraq from May to November 2006
and served as a member of the Joint
Special Operations Task Force. As an
intelligence officer, he helped gather
and present information that led to
the capture of insurgents who were
targeting American forces.
“We would build a target package
consisting of the target’s known locations, his associates and meeting
places, and then pass that on to the
special forces Soldiers. Then they
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Wing Holiday Party scheduled
for Dec. 14
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Capt. David Hearn was awarded the Bronze
Star medal for the work he accomplished
gathering and presenting intelligence on the
whereabouts of insurgents targeting American
forces and Iraqi citizens. Captain Hearn is the
intelligence ﬂight commander for the 50th
Operations Support Squadron.
would track him down,” Captain
Hearn said.
His work resulted in more than
750 targets, 350 successful missions
and 1,800 intelligence packets, which
the Iraqi courts used as evidence to
convict insurgents for their roles in
terrorizing American troops and
Iraqi citizens.
Captain Hearn said he doesn’t seek
the recognition that comes with the
award, but is just about getting the
job done.
“It’s a great feeling to know that I
helped, even a little bit, to make the
world safer. “ he said “I don’t need
the accolades, but I am proud of my
service and what we were able to
accomplish.”
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INCENTIVES!!!

Free Air Conditioning!
Free Appl.- incl. REFR. & W/D!
Closing Costs w/Appr. Lender!

CLAREMONT RANCH
CLOSEOUT PRICING!
ONLY 4 HOMES LEFT!
NEW FILING!! NOW OPEN!!
GREAT LOTS!! COMPETITIVE PRICING!!
“The Port Royal”
$219,750 • 7868 Parsonage Lane
Ready in January!
2-Story w/Siding/Brick, 2 Car, 4 Beds + Loft, 2
1/2 Baths, Formal Living Rm, Kitchen w/Pantry,
Box Window in Dining Area, Family Rm w/Gas
FP, Master has Walk-In Closet, 5-Pc Bath, Unfin.
Basement! 1902 Finished Sq Ft/2536 Total Sq Ft

MODEL HOME FOR SALE!
“The Fairfax”
$249,750! • 2301 Springside Drive
Ready in 30 Days!
Stunning Stucco 2-Story on 6,663 Sq Ft Corner
Lot, 4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, Great Rm w/gas FP,
Master has Vaulted Ceiling, 5-Pc Bath & Walk-In
Closet, Kitchen w/Island & Pantry, Box Window in
Dining Nook, Tons of Upgrades, Air Conditioning,
Landscaping w/Sprinkler System!! Finished
Basement!! 2,076 Total Sq Ft.!

AVAILABLE NOW
CREEK TERRACE

“The Brandy Station”
8061 Parsonage Lane • $207,900 NOW $199,950!
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home,
Vaulted Ceilings, Unfinished Bsmt.
FREE Microwave + Full Appliance Pkg.
+ Front Yard Landscaping w Sprinkler System
1327 Finished Sq. Ft/1666 Total Sq. Ft.
You Save $14,150.00!

Other Homes Ready for a Quick Close!
CREEK TERRACE

“The Charleston”
11698 Rio Secco Rd. • $304,155

NOW $234,750!

Ranch w/Stucco/Rock, 2 1/2 Car Garage,
3 Beds, 2 Baths, FP in Great Room, Main Level
Laundry, Huge Kitchen w/Breakfast Bar!
Lot is 16,252 sq. ft!
1,818 finished/3476 total sq. ft.

“The Freemantle”
7198 Araia Drive • $237,770

“The Cape York”
7175 Araia Drive • $235,660 NOW $234,750!
3 Beds, 2 1/2 Bath, Nice Open 2 Story Home,
Unfinished Basement, 2 Car Garage,
Upgraded Tile 1666 Finished Sq. Ft., 2,476 Total

“The Pemberton”
7207 Araia Drive • $260,100 NOW $249,750!
5 Beds, 3 Bath, 2 Car Ranch. Eat-in Nook, Vaulted
Ceilings, Upgraded Granite Kitchen Tile, Main
Lvl Laundry, Great Rm w/Fireplace, Full Finished
Basement w/2nd Fireplace, Upgraded Carpet & Pad
Throughout! 8209 sq ft lot; Total sq ft 2610!

MULE DEER CROSSING

2 Story, 2 Car Garage, 4 Beds, 2 1/2 Baths,
Formal Living & Formal Dining + Family Rm with
Gas Fireplace, 5 Pc Master Bath, Upper Level
Laundry, Unfinished Basement. Lot is 6,415 Sq.
Ft. 1862 Finished Sq. Ft./2598 Total Sq. Ft.
“The Middleton”
7214 Araia Drive • $219,450.00
3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath, 2 Car, 2-Story Home;
Vaulted Ceiling on Main Level, Box Window in
Dining, Master w/5-pc. Bath, Main Level Laundry.
1438 finished sq. ft./2026 total sq. ft
“The Fairfax”
7222 Araia Dr. • $239,500.00
4 Beds, 3 1/2 Baths, 2 Car, 2 Story, Upper Level
Laundry. Full Finished Basement! Lot is 7,005 Sq.
Ft.! Finished Sq. Ft. 1,498/Total Sq. Ft. 2076
“The Fairfax”
7262 Araia Dr. $223,450
3 Beds, 2 1/2 Baths, 2 Car, 2 Story, Full Unfinished
Basement, Upper Level Laundry, Master w/5-Pc
Bath, Great Rm w/Fireplace. Lot is 9,462 sq. Ft.!
1498 Finished Sq. Ft./2094 Total Sq. Ft.

“The Fairfax”
3634 Reindeer Circle • $236,800 NOW $229,750!
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths,2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Unfinished Walk Out Basement With Views,
Sprinkler Stub. 1496/2076 Sq Ft

“The Cape York”
3965 Reindeer Circle • $259,950 NOW $249,950!
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story, Full
Basement With Rec Room Finish, Sprinkler Stub. 1666
Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total

WOODMEN HILLS

MULE DEER CROSSING
“The Cape York”
3628 Reindeer Circle • $249,950

NOW $244,750!

3 bed, 2 ½ bath, 2 car garage, 2 story
Full Unfinished Basement on a Walk-Out Lot!
Sprinkler Stub. 1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total
“The Barbados”
7341 Running Deer Circle • $240,950

NOW $219,750!!

2-Story w/4 Beds, 2 1/2 Baths + Loft! 2 Car
Garage, Formal Living Rm, Kichen w/Bkfst Bar &
Pantry, Family Rm w/Gas FP, Master w/5-Pc Bath!
1902 Finished Sq Ft! Lot is 3,150 Sq. Ft.!
“The Trenton II”
12094 Rio Secco Rd. • $308,850 NOW $299,750!
Ranch with Stucco/Rock/3-Car Garage, 4 Bedrooms, 3
Baths, Fireplace with Raised Hearth, Island in Kitchen,
Bay Window in Great Room, Finished Basement. Lot
size 12,052 sq. ft.;
2542 Finished sq. ft. / 2836 Total sq. ft.

“The Arlington’
11686 Rio Secco Rd.- $367,730! NOW $349,750!
3 Car, Stucco/Rock 2-Story, 4 Beds, 3 1/2 Baths, FP in
Great Rm, Main Lvl Laundry, Study, Finished Bathrm
in Bsmt! Walk-Out Lot is 16,252 Sq. Ft.!
2616 Finished Sq Ft/3736 Total Sq Ft

“The Cape York”
8066 Parsonage Lane
Reduced to $224,750.00! GREAT VIEWS!
3 Bed, 2 1/2 Bath, 2 car, 2 Story, Formal Living Rm,
Vaulted Ceilings, Garage Svc. Door, Unfin. Bsmt. Full
Appliance Pkg. + Free Front Yard Landscaping
w/Sprinkler System!
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total Sq Ft
You Save $18,200.00!

WOODMEN HILLS

“The Camden”
11710 Rio Secco Rd. • $323,190
2-Story Stucco/Rock, 3 Car, 3 Beds, 2 1/2 Baths, FP
in Great Rm; Main Level Laundry, Huge Master!
Lot is 16,050 sq. ft.!
2284 finished/3194 total sq. ft.

NOW $299,750!

“The Cape York”

11832 Royal County Down Rd. - $266,150

NOW $259,750!

2 Story Stucco/rock, 3 Car Garage,
Porch, 3 Beds, 2 1/2 Baths, FP in Family Rm,
Main Level Laundry, Kitchen w/Island
& Pantry, Vaulted Ceilings, Unfinished Basement!
Lot is 25,953 sq. ft.!
1666 Finished Sq. Ft./2476 Total Sq. Ft.

READY IN OCTOBER

MULE DEER CROSSING
“The Brandy Station”
7305 Running Deer Circle Was • $242,950

Now $219,950!

Tri-level on Corner Lot! 3 Beds, 2 Baths, 2 Car
Garage, Fireplace, Vaulted Ceilings, Unfinished
Basement! Free Front Yard Landscaping!
Lot is 4231 sq ft! 1327 Finished Sq Ft/
1655 Total Sq Ft
“The Meadow Brook”
3791 Reindeer Circle Was • $268,450

Now $229,450!

Walk-out Ranch Style Home with Finished
Basement! 4 Beds, 3 Baths, 2 Car Garage, Gas
Fireplace, 5-Pc Master Bath, Kitchen Pantry!
Free Front Yard Landscaping!
Lot is 4275 sq ft! 1997 Total Sq Ft!
“The Melbourne”
3785 Reindeer Circle • $239,950.00
Attractive 2-Story w/Siding/Brick, 2 Car Garage,
Formal Living Rm w/Vaulted Ceiling, Open
Kitchen w/Island & Pantry, Family Rm w/Gas
Fireplace, Master has 5-Pc Bath, Walk-In Closet,
Sitting Rm w/Loft & Fireplace! Unfinished
Basement! Beautiful Walkout
Lot is 4,200 Sq. Ft.!
1712 Finished Sq. Ft./ 2408 Total Sq. Ft

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Woodmen Hills
11952 Royal County Down Road
495-4267
Woodmen & Meridian
ASK ABOUT FREE A/C!
*FOR A LIMTED
TIME ONLY!

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Claremont Ranch
2301 Springside Drive
638-9989
Marksheffel & Constitution

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Appliance Package Included in All Our Homes:
Refrigerator w/Ice Maker, Smooth Top Range, Hood & Fan, Dishwasher, Washer & Dryer
With One Of Our Preferred Lenders Builder Pays All Closing Costs
Visit our Show Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm Sunday 1-5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Your Local Home Builder

Prices
from
the low
$200’s
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Bus service available for thrifty commuters
By Lorna Gutierrez
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With October being Energy Awareness Month,
it’s important to be aware of the many methods
available to saving energy. One method, available to Schriever personnel, is the Mountain
Metropolitan Transit bus system, which has four
routes that run to Schriever, said Staff Sergeant
Jesse Roberge.
The service is free to all government employees,
way cheaper than driving a car or sport utility
vehicle and paying for gas.
Sergeant Roberge was an avid bus rider himself
until he purchased a vehicle of his own. Now he
wants to make sure people are aware that the
bus system is available, with pickups at the Air
Force Academy Park-n-Ride, Chapel Hills Parkn-Ride, Union Town Center and Space Village
Park-n-Ride.

For 50th Civil Engineer Squadron project
manager Dwight Jones, the bus ride provided
him the time to study for his Masters degree in
Business Administration, which he obtained
from Colorado Technical University. Besides the
studying time, Mr. Jones said the convenience of
not having to drive his car is a big plus.
“It releases a lot of stress,” Jones said. “In the
morning I go three miles to the bus stop, and I’ve
saved a lot of gasoline. I’ve gotten so used to it,
sometimes I forget to put gas in my car.”
“At current gas prices, I’m probably saving
about $100 a week,” said Mark Pontius, a bus
rider and budget technician for 50th CES.
Mr. Pontius had to adjust his work hours to make
the commute, but the money saved is worth it.
It’s also good for time management.
“It’s gotten me more organized with my office
and work space,” Mr. Jones said. “I know I’d bet-

ter catch the bus, or I’m going to be stuck.”
Not only is bus riding a gas saver, but it also
saves wear and tear on a vehicle.
There’s still plenty of space for more riders.
To take advantage of the system, fi ll out an application in Building 300, Room 333 to get a pass
– good for unlimited rides for 30 days, Roberge
said. There is a kiosk on the bus, much like an
ATM, in which to use the pass.
“It’s not like the bus is overflowing,” Mr. Jones
said. “This tells me that the bus is a great convenience but is not being used.”
Mr. Jones said that even though the bus isn’t
the most comfortable and breakdowns have occurred, he would’ve been looking for a new job
long before now due to the commute.
“The bad winter days are the biggest plus for
the bus,” he said. “We can sit back and let them
do the driving.”
Photo Lorna Gutierrez
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Schriever personnel take advantage of Mountain Metropolitan Transit’s service to the base Oct. 23. Airmen and government civilians can receive free bus passes through the 50th
Logistics Readiness Flight in Building 300.

PHIL LONG HYUNDAI
MOTOR CITY
2008 Hyundai Sonata

MSRP ................... $18,480
Rebate .................... $1,000
HMFC Bonus Cash.... $500
Military Rebate........... $500
Military Discount ..... $1,487

Military Appreciation Price

14,993

$

For a limited time, buy one air/hotel package
and the second person flies free* from Colorado Springs!
Packages available with 40 of Las Vegas’ most exciting hotels.

Photo for illustration purposes only. Dealer retains all rebates. Vehicle
subject to prior sale. Must be ACTIVE military to receive Military Rebate.
Stk# C728025. Must Finance through HMFC to get HMFC Bonus cash.

Need a Ride?
We’ll Pick
You Up!

170 West Motor Way
MOTOR CITY

719-575-7600
Take I-25 to Exit 140

http://myphillonghyundaisouth.com

* Offer based on a buy one (1) air/hotel package, get one (1) round-trip companion airfare for free. Minimum two (2) night air/hotel package required. Companion travel
must be on same itinerary as regular fare passenger. Must be purchased by Aug. 22, 2007 for travel to be completed by Jan. 31, 2008. Offer not available-Nov. 25-26; Dec.
14-17, 20-31, 2007; Jan. 1-7, 2008. Prices do not include PFC, segment tax or Sept. 11 security fee of up to $10.40 per segment. A convenience fee of $8.50 per traveling customer will apply when booked at www.allegiantair.com or through an Allegiant Air call center. Travel purchased through an Allegiant Air call center will cost an additional
$5.00 per segment. A checked baggage fee will apply per bag, per segment. A segment is defined as one take-off and one landing. Fares are non-refundable. Restrictions
apply. Offer not valid on previously purchased tickets.
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NORAD, USNORTHCOM wrap up Vigilant shield
By Petty Ofﬁcer 1st Class
Joaquin Juatai
NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

Photo by Petty Ofﬁcer 2nd Class Jhomil Bansil

North American Aerospace Defense
Command and U.S. Northern Command
are wrapping up a week of intensive training
as part of exercise Top Officials (TOPOFF)4
and Vigilant Shield 2008 (VS08).
TOPOFF4/VS08 is a national level exercise involving many top officials of the U.S.
government, the Department of Homeland
Defense, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, state and local governments in
Arizona and Oregon, the territory of Guam,
U.S. Pacific Command and dozens of other
agencies.
Scenarios involved in the exercise included
the simulated detonation of dirty bombs in
Guam, Phoenix, Ariz., and Portland, Ore.,
aircraft intercepts, persons of interest traveling to or from the countries of United States
and Canada and several other scenarios.
According to General Gene Renuart, the
opportunity to “elevate the kinds of concerns
that we have in the homeland to senior policy
makers and decision makers in the D.C. area,”
gives the commands the benefit of learning
how top officials view incidents such as those
the exercise is designed to simulate.

“How they view that from the very senior
political levels; that really influences how we
approach things at our operational level,”
Renuart said.
Renuart explained that the exercise also
stresses USNORTHCOM’s abilities to integrate and assist state and local responders in
the case of an incident or natural disaster,
offering the full support of the Department of
Defense for relief and recovery efforts should
the request be made.
Renuart said that the exercise enables
USNORTHCOM personnel to practice how
to “ensure that the states are not left ‘wanting’ at some point where the response leaves
them a gap (in capabilities).”
NORAD exercised it recently added maritime detection and warning function during
the exercise as well, tracking a vessel of interest in the Pacific and coordinating the intercept and investigation of that vessel with U.S.
Pacific Command and the Pacific Fleet.
Although the exercise provided challenges
for the commands, Renuart was quick to note
that USNORTHCOM responded as requested
to support the primary agency, in this case,
DHS and the state and local governments
on Oregon and Arizona.
“We work very closely with our friends in

Members of the Joint Interagency Coordination Group at the North American Aerospace Defense Command
and U.S. Northern Command discuss how best to respond to scenarios in the Vigilant Shield ‘08 exercise
at the commands’ headquarters at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. The exercise provides local, state, tribal,
interagency, Department of Defense and non-governmental organizations and agencies involved in homeland
security and homeland defense the opportunity to participate in a full range of exercise scenarios that will better
prepare participants to prevent and respond to national crises.
DHS and FEMA and the state emergency
operations directors and the state (Adjutants
General) to ensure that as they begin to respond and begin to see the need for more
capacity, that they do that in a systematic

way that allows for the state Guards to support,” said Renuart. “As the need continues
to grow, DoD is in a position to come in and
respond, but the state governor is primarily
responsible for an emergency response.”

USNORTHCOM commander outlines California wildﬁre response
PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. – The commander
of U.S. Northern Command said today that lessons learned
from Hurricane Katrina are helping the command and its
interagency partners efficiently and effectively support current wildfire response efforts in California.
Gen. Gene Renuart briefed reporters this afternoon at
USNORTHCOM headquarters on the command’s wildfi re
support efforts in the San Diego area.
“We’re really working hard to make every effort [to ensure]
that the citizens of California get the right kind of support
that they need and that it gets to them in a timely fashion,”
Renuart said. “We are the lead command for the Department
of Defense for military support for civil authorities and,

as such, we are closely tied to the state of California, with
the Department of Defense and with the National Guard
Bureau to provide the right kind of capability to ensure the
response is appropriate.”
According to Renuart, the involvement of more than
2,000 personnel at USNORTHCOM headquarters, more
than 500 at U.S. Army North, and elements that have been
deployed to the affected areas would not be possible if the
interagency community and USNORTHCOM had not applied and practiced the lessons learned during the Hurricane
Katrina response in 2005.
The challenges presented to USNORTHCOM by the
Katrina relief effort included coordinating the efforts of

federal civilian responders and federal military responders
with the states and the National Guard, Renuart said.
“We learned a lot out of Katrina on how to prepare for
a disaster like that by exercising and training and building a real planning culture among all of those interagency
participants,” he said. “We really do anticipate the needs of
a particular disaster ahead of time, and we’re able to preposition resources.”
Renuart said the members of the command are proud to
be of help during the California wildfire crisis.
“The thoughts and prayers of all of the team here at
NORTHCOM and NORAD are with the families in southern
California during this time,” he said.

Dream Makers
A First-Time Homebuyers Program
for Those in the Service of
Our Country’s National Security

Qualify for up to $5,000 in
grants for the purchase of
your first home!

Earn Your Degree ON BASE
at Peterson AFB!

The Pentagon Federal Credit Union
Foundation wants to help make your dream
of home ownership come true.
We’ll match your mortgage nest egg three to
one, up to $5,000. You can start with as
little as $500 of your own funds.
Grants available up to $5,000
for closing costs and down payments.

You’ve earned your stripes.
You deserve to own a home.

●

Visit online:
www.PentagonFoundation.org

●

Send an e-mail:
Dream.Makers@PenFed.org

●

Visit a participating Pentagon Federal
Credit Union branch location:
Colorado Springs
6045 Barnes Road
Ask for Bob Elliott

●

Call Pentagon Federal Credit Union:
1-800-247-5626

• Earn a Bachelor of Science in Organizational
Management degree (in Human Resources or
Project Management) or earn a Certificate in Project
Management
• CCU accepts credits from CCAF transcripts
• A special tuition rate of $250 per credit hour is available
for ON-BASE classes for Active Duty personnel and
their adult dependents, DoD civilians and contractors,
Guard and Reserve, and Retired Military

Contact Tom Boven
today at 719.596.9235
or tboven@ccu.edu
© CCU Marketing

800.44.FAITH • www.ccu.edu
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HERITAGE:

50th TFW pilot receives ﬁrst Medal of Honor for Vietnam service
By Randy Saunders
Major Bernard F. Fisher joined the 50th
Tactical Fighter Wing in August 1966 as
an F-102 Delta Dagger fl ight commander
with the 496th Tactical Fighter Squadron,
following a tour of duty as an A-1E pilot
with the 602nd Air Commando Squadron
in Southeast Asia. Within a few months
of his arrival at Hahn Air Base, Germany,
Major Fisher would become the first Airman
to receive the Medal of Honor for action in
Southeast Asia.
President Lyndon B. Johnson presented the
Medal of Honor to Major Fisher in a White
House ceremony Jan. 19, 1967.
Major Fisher’s actions in combat March
10, 1966, resulted in his receiving the
Medal of Honor. That day, Major Fisher
took off in an A-1E Sky Raider from Pleiku,
South Vietnam, to fly a routine bombing
and strafing mission. Soon after takeoff,
Major Fisher received orders to divert to A
Shau to assist a Special Forces camp under
heavy attack by 2,000 North Vietnamese
troops.
Arriving at the area, Fisher joined four
other Sky Raiders circling over a dense cloud
cover. Fisher led his wingman and two other
pilots through an opening in the clouds. As
they raced down A Shau Valley toward the
target, the pilots learned that enemy forces
were overrunning the camp. The A-1Es began
their attack.
Major Fisher and the other pilots were
making strafing runs over the target when
an A-1E received significant damage from
ground fire. The pilot of the damaged aircraft was Major Fisher’s wingman, Major D.
Wayne Meyers. Major Meyers crash landed

U.S. Air Force photo

50th Space Wing Historian

Maj. Bernard Fisher receives the Congressional Medal of Honor from President Lyndon Johnson at the White
House Jan. 19, 1967. To of Major Fisher’s ﬁve sons – Courtney (left) and Bradford (center), witness the presentation. Major Fisher was assigned to the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing at Hahn Air Base, Germany, at the time
he received his award.
on the camp’s airstrip and ran from his
burning aircraft, seeking refuge down an

embankment. Surrounded by enemy forces,
it appeared as though North Vietnamese

forces would capture the downed pilot before
rescue helicopters, some 20 minutes away,
could arrive.
Major Fisher, realizing his wingman’s
predicament, made a dangerous landing on
the steel-planking airstrip, which was badly
damaged and littered with debris. Taxiing
under enemy fire, Fisher skidded to a stop at
the end of the airstrip and turned his aircraft
toward Meyers’ burning plane. As he taxied,
Major Fisher spotted the downed pilot running from his hiding place.
Major Fisher stopped his A-1E to pick
up Major Meyers, and when Major Meyers
couldn’t climb up onto the wing due to propeller wash, Major Fisher pulled him head
first into the cockpit. Maneuvering around
shell holes and debris, Major Fisher took
off despite his aircraft’s 19 hits from smallarms fire.
Born in January 1927, Major Fisher joined
the Navy V-6 Radio Technician program in
March 1945 and served until March 1946.
While attending college, Major Fisher served
in the Air National Guard from 1947 through
1950. Major Fisher received his Air Force
commission from ROTC after completing
college in Idaho and entered primary flying
school in Marana, Ariz., in 1952. Following
pilot training, Major Fisher served primarily
as a fighter pilot in Air Defense Command
until volunteering for service in Vietnam
in 1965.
After his tour of duty with the 50th TFW,
Fisher returned to Air Defense Command
flying interceptors until his retirement as a
colonel in 1974.
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With our excellent Customer Service and hassle-free environment,
switching over to FSB has never been so easy. We now have ofﬁcial
“Switch Kits” that make it simple. Pick up a Switch Kit today,
ﬁll out the simple forms, and return it to us . . . and you’re done.
We do the rest! Then you can start enjoying all that banking with FSB
has to offer: internet banking, 24-hour phone banking, worry-free
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GPS operators unveil new early-orbit, anomaly resolution system
Operators with the 2nd and 19th Space Operations
Squadrons here assumed control of the newest GPS satellite
minutes after its Oct. 17 launch using a new Launch, Anomaly
resolution and Disposal Operations system, or LADO.
The new, $65-million system means 2nd SOPS will take
over satellite control authority on this and future GPS
launches about two weeks more quickly than for previous
satellites, said 2nd SOPS’ Staff Sgt. David Findish.
“Where in the past we relied on (1st and 7th SOPS) to
launch satellites and hand them over to us ... with LADO,
we have greater ownership of the entire process,” Sergeant
Findish said. “We now have control of the satellite from the
second it separates from the rocket until we dispose of it at
the end of its life.”
The upgrade to LADO comes on the heels of the recent
transition of GPS’ ground control system to the Architecture
Evolution Plan.
“We’ve brought on a new GPS control segment, a new
launch and early orbit control segment and a new satellite
in less than six weeks,” said Lt. Col. Douglas Schiess, 2nd
SOPS director of operations. “That is a huge accomplishment on its own, but our team did that while constantly
providing the best navigation signal available to civilian
and warfighter users. It’s been an incredible team effort
between 2nd SOPS, 19th SOPS, ground segment contractors
and satellite contractors.”
Nineteenth SOPS is a Reserve associate unit to 2nd SOPS,
and many of its operators have several years of experience
with the GPS constellation.
“Our folks have an incredible amount of credibility with
their years of space experience in both their civilian and
military positions,” said Lt. Col. Traci Kueker-Murphy, 19th
SOPS’ operations officer. “It epitomizes what the citizen
Airmen can bring to the table.”
“We couldn’t have done this without our reserve partners,” said 50th Operations Group commander Col. Clinton
Crosier. “They were absolutely essential to the transition’s
success.”

In previous launches, 1st SOPS and its Reserve associate
unit, 7th SOPS, provided launch and early orbit support
through the legacy Command-and-Control System. Early
orbit support operations for recent launches have taken approximately 14 days, at which point 1st SOPS relinquished
satellite control authority to 2nd SOPS.
As its name implies, LADO also provides GPS operators
with the ability to handle end-of-life disposal and anomaly
resolution in house. GPS operators typically have handled
routine anomalies, but LADO will also allow them to handle
major anomalies such as a tumbling satellite. This allows

LADO operators to concentrate on fi xing the anomaly
alongside analysts and contractors while other 2nd SOPS
operators maintain the rest of the constellation, said 2nd
Lt. Robert Dover of 2nd SOPS.
With an aggressive launch schedule planned out, LADO
personnel will be busy both launching new satellites and
maneuvering old ones into disposal orbits, Lieutenant Dover
said. The new satellites will give deployed warfighters assured
access to an accurate and stable navigation signal.
(Information compiled from the 2nd and 19th Space
Operations squadrons and staff reports.)

Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

Image courtesy of Lockheed-Martin

719-574-7631

Global Positioning System (GPS) Block IIR, supported by the 2nd Space Operations Squadron at Schriever Air Force Base.

Engineering, Technology
and Security Clearance

CAREER EXPO
November 5, 2007
11 am - 4 pm
Sheraton Colorado Springs Hotel
2886 South Circle Drive

Candidates must have at least 2 years of
related industry experience or military
background and US citizenship to attend.
Candidates with active clearance, military and
retired military personnel are encouraged to attend.
Some employers will require an active clearance.

Nov. 1 thru 4, 2007
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10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sunday

BLACK FOREST COMMUNITY CENTER

Meet face-to-face with local and national
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(Black Forest Road just north of Shoup Road)

Electrical, Mechanical, Systems, Network, IT, Program Managers, SW/HW, QA, Satellite, Aerospace,
Aircraft, Contract Specialists, Logistics, CONOPS,
RF/Radar, Communications, A&P Mechanics,
Design/Development, Stress & Structures, Reliability, Maintainability, Military Ops, Test, SATCOM,
Signal Analysts, Space Systems, Info Ops, DSCS/
MILSTAR Techs, ASTAC, Systems Administrators,
Technicians, and related disciplines.

New items arriving throughout show

Employers interested call 877/842-3976 x18
Jobseekers call 877/842-3976 x17
www.expoexpertsllc.com
If you cannot attend, email your resume to:
resume@expoexpertsllc.com

719-495-3217 (show hours only)

The Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild is a
Colorado nonproﬁt organization. A portion
of sale proceeds will beneﬁt the Black
Forest Arts & Crafts Guild Scholarship
Fund and the Black Forest community.
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LaundryTime has a new name!

LaundryTown
Photo courtesy of Air Force Space Command

Senior Airman Alexis Sellers receives a $100 education grant from Space Top 3 representatives Master Sgt. Brian Hinkle and Senior Master Sgt.
Suzette Cherry. Airman Sellers is assigned to the 50th Comptroller Squadron at Schriever Air Force Base.

The Cleanest in Colorado Springs!
2 LOCATIONS
Murray Plaza Cleaners
472 N. MURRAY BLVD, CO 80916
719-550-3558

Sand Creek Cleaners

1463 S. MURRAY BLVD, CO 80916
719-550-3555

7am - 9pm

Schriever Airmen receive Space Top 3 grants
By Master Sgt. Kate Rust
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Three Schriever Airmen received $100 grants toward their
college education from the Space Top 3 at Peterson Air Force
Base recently.
The winners for the third quarter of 2007 were Senior
Airman Alexis Sellers and Airman 1st Class Kristina
Robinson from the 50th Comptroller Squadron here and
Senior Airman Kayla Delos from the 50th Civil Engineer
Squadron.
The Space Top 3 offers three educational grants each quarter to enlisted Airmen.
Although the Air Force offers 100 percent tuition assistance, the cost of books, lab fees, etc., can become expensive.
The Space Top 3 seeks to help defray the additional costs

associated with pursuing a degree through its grants.
If you are assigned to Schriever or Peterson Air Force bases,
are an Air Force enlisted member in the pay grades of E-1
through E-6 (including E-7 selects) and are currently pursuing an undergraduate degree, you are eligible to apply.
The Space Top 3 is currently accepting applications for
the fourth quarter.
The application process is simple – just submit the documents listed below to the Enlisted Education Assistance
Program lead before Dec. 28. That’s it!
1. Completed EEAP application form, endorsed by your
first sergeant.
2. Copy of your tuition assistance form(s) showing current
course enrollment.

You Pick Coupon of

$1 OFF DRY CLEANING
$1 DROP OFF LAUNDRY
$1 COIN OPERATED MACHINES
Expires: Nov. 30, 2007

WE OFFER MILITARY DISCOUNTS

TriCare offers asthma advice, information
By CiCi Moore
TriWest Healthcare Alliance

PHOENIX – October is National Lung Health
month and is a great time for people living with
asthma to evaluate their condition and take extra
steps to maintain a healthy lifestyle.
Close to 53 million Americans are reported to
suffer from asthma, and it can appear in many
forms:

Allergic
Asthma is triggered by allergens such as animal
dander, airborne pollens and molds

Non-allergic
Asthma is caused by viral infections, certain
medications or irritants

Steps that can help you manage your asthma
 Recognize asthma triggers. Work with your physician to determine what is triggering your asthma attacks.
 Monitor your asthma and take medications. Take medication
at the first sign of symptoms and as instructed by your physician. If
your symptoms worsen, do not increase or decrease your medication
without discussing your symptoms with your doctor.
 Create an asthma action plan with your physician. Your asthma action plan should include emergency contact information, details on your
condition and instructions on what to do in the event of an episode.
 Partner with a clinical health coach to maintain a healthy lifestyle. TriWest Healthcare Alliance offers a condition management
program to TriCare West Region beneficiaries, which focuses on
educating you on how to improve your health management skills
while living with a condition such as asthma. The program is available
at no cost to eligible beneficiaries and does not affect your TriCare
benefits in any way.

Clinical health coach duties
Schedule a review of your health status.
Develop a customized educational plan based on your status and
personal health goals.
 Inform your physician of your participation.
 Work with you to reach established goals.
 Continue to help you as long as you want to participate and work
toward achieving wellness goals.
For more information on the program or to enroll, call TriWest tollfree at 888-259-9378. No referral or prior authorization is necessary.
Support is currently available for beneficiaries living with asthma,
depression, diabetes, heart failure, or any combination of these conditions. More information is posted on the condition management
portal at www.triwest.com under the “Healthy Living” section.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!



Exercise-induced
Asthma is triggered by vigorous physical
activity

Occupational
Asthma is caused by inhaling irritants found
in the workplace

Nocturnal
Asthma occurs when a person is sleeping and
typically worsens between midnight and 4 a.m.

No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!



Visit the Schriever Sentinel online at
www.csmng.com
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The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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People Are Talking About
“We rented the room in our house with
Colorado Power Classiﬁeds”
~ Glen, Colorado Springs
“I sold my RV in three weeks using Colorado
Power Classiﬁeds. I know people who couldn’t
sell theirs in a year. I was amazed. I even got calls
after the ad stopped running. The people who
bought it were such nice people!”
~ Evelyn, Colorado Springs
“I would like to cancel the remaining weeks of
our ad for the Little Tikes Adjustable Playground
as your paper did such a great job that the items
were sold the ﬁrst week.”
~ George, Colorado Springs
“I sold my kayaks in two weeks out of Colorado
Power Classiﬁeds! And kept getting more calls
after they sold!”
~ Kathy, Colorado Springs
“I have successfully found all my
Chihuahua puppies homes!
Thank you for your help!”
~ Mike, Colorado Springs
“I literally got about 20 calls the ﬁrst day
and about 15 the next! Thank you so
much for your help!”
~ Tasia, Colorado Springs
“I tried to sell my merchandise in other places
but the military papers work the best for me. I
received over 10 calls on my item! The military
personnel really do read these papers! I’m very
happy with Colorado Power Classiﬁeds!”
~ Joe L, Colorado Springs

...Join the Conversation
Place your ad today! 3 free* lines every week for active duty,
dependents, retirees and civil service employees.

Call (719) 329-5236
or go to www.csmng.com
to place your free* ad today!
*Ads are for private party merchandise, real estate and transportation only.
Business ads are not eligible.

The 4th Space Operations Squadron’s Mobile Operations
Flight prepares for a deployment to Andersen Air Force
Base, Guam, Nov. 25, 2006. The Ground Mobile-3 vehicle
shown here recently returned from the deployment
and a reﬁt that included upgrades to its equipment,
legacy computer systems and exterior. Fourth
SOPS is stationed at Schriever AFB.

Photo by Lt. Col. Tommy Roberts

GM-3 rolling again after ﬁvemonth deployment, overhaul
By 1st Lt. Justin Smith
4th Space Operations Squadron

If you’ve seen a shiny new truck driving
around base, you’re seeing more than just a
new vehicle; you’re witnessing the culmination of a massive two-phase operation recently completed by the 4th Space Operations
Squadron’s Mobile Operations Flight.
After earning its stripes on a five-month
deployment to Andersen Air Force Base,
Guam, the Ground Mobile-3 Milstar command-and-control vehicle received an extensive overhaul at Ogden Depot, Hill AFB,
Utah, to refit the vehicle with modernized
equipment, an overhaul of legacy systems
and new aesthetics.
As a part of the largest constellation repositioning effort in Milstar history, the
“DOOM” shop deployed GM-3 to Andersen
AFB to provide contingency support and
daily operations while 4th SOPS relocated
four of its five Milstar satellites.
Th is orbiting acrobatics act presented
many tumultuous challenges, and the truck’s
role in Guam was critical to maintaining
global protected communications throughout the entire operation. DOOM acted as
both a spotter and a safety net – successfully
preventing any unplanned impact to users
around the world.
In addition, 4th SOPS achieved a num-

ber of milestones throughout the journey.
The first was at the onset of the deployment
with the inaugural deployment of a Milstar
truck on a C-17 Globemaster III. In addition
to adding significantly more airlift options
to the mobile mission, this C-17 certification also saved the Air Force approximately
$900K compared to the previous C-5 Galaxy
method of transport.
Once on the ground in Guam, DOOM performed the first-ever command and control
of the Milstar constellation from the Pacific
theater. This was an incredibly important
proof of concept for future contingency operations, said Capt. Chris Bendig, 4th SOPS
chief of mobile operations.
DOOM also managed to skillfully accomplish an Integrated Mission Employment
Exercise from a deployed location. This exercise provided the entire 4th SOPS team
with an opportunity to push the limits of
operations through simulated anomalies
and security situations while its command
and control nodes were spread throughout
the world.
“This ‘shiny new truck’ is more than just
a revitalized asset; it’s a symbol of many
months of hard work both at home and
abroad supporting warfighters around the
world,” said 4th SOPS commander Lt. Col.
Tommy Roberts.

Air Force clariﬁes postdeployment stand-down policy
By Staff Sgt. Monique Randolph
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Air Force
post-deployment stand-down policy allows
Airmen returning from deployments and
lengthy temporary duty assignments time
off work for recuperation and reconstitution upon their return, the deputy chief
of staff of personnel said at the Pentagon
recently.
Reconstitution involves all the activities,
both official and unofficial, Airmen must
complete before they return to work, Lt.
Gen. Roger A. Brady said.
“These activities include anything from
filing travel vouchers or turning in equipment to getting household goods out of
storage or registering a vehicle,” he said.
Currently, post-deployment stand-down
time consists of a four-day special pass in
which Airmen may leave the local area
without being charged leave and an additional 10 days of limited duty time in
the local area during which they must be
available to report for duty if necessary.
A common misconception about postdeployment stand-down is that the rules
should be different for single Airmen who
must travel outside the local area to visit
family versus married Airmen whose immediate families reside within the local

area, General Brady said. Though Airmen
are encouraged to spend time reconnecting with family, it is not the sole purpose
of the program.
“Over time, the 10-day limited duty period has been mischaracterized as ‘family
time’ or ‘nonchargeable leave,’ and that
is simply not the intent.” General Brady
said. “The limited duty schedule is not an
entitlement. It is granted by commanders
– based on operational needs – for the
purpose of attending to official duties and
personal matters.”
The stand-down policy dictates that if
Airmen wish to travel outside the local
area, they may travel up to four days using
the special pass, but they must return to
the duty station to take additional standdown time. Airmen who choose to spend
more than the four-day pass period outside the local area must take chargeable
leave.
“The Air Force policy is in compliance
with Department of Defense instructions,
and applies to all Airmen, whether single
or married,” General Brady said. “We rely
on our commanders and supervisors to
relay the intent of the program to their
people, and we encourage and trust them
to grant returning Airmen this time when
possible.”
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A&FRC to hold TAP seminar
Schriever’s Airman and Family Readiness
Center will be holding a TAP seminar from
Nov. 13-17 at 2 p.m.
The seminar focuses on establishing networks, the job market, starting a draft for a
resume, in addition to providing mock interviews and Veteran’s Affairs information.
The seminar is geared toward those reenlisting or separating in a year or those who
are two years from retiring. Pre-separation
counseling is mandatory prior to signing
up for this class.
For more information, contact Elizabeth
Archuleta at 567-7347.

TRICARE provides guidance on
transitioning to retirement status
A servicemember can submit an initial
enrollment or reenrollment for TRICARE
Prime before their retirement date for both
themselves and their families without having
a break in coverage. This situation does not
require the enrollment form to be submitted

by the 20th of the month.
If a servicemember retires other than on
the first of the month, they have up to 30
days after the retirement date to submit an
enrollment or reenrollment.
A servicemember retiring on the first of
the month who fails to submit an enrollment
or reenrollment application must then be
submit the form by the 20th of the month.
This will result in a break in TRICARE Prime
coverage which may not continue until the
first day of the next or second month.
For more information, contact Mr. Ric
Carlson at 556-1016.

Beware of GTC phishing scam
Military members are advised to be aware
of a phishing email that lures people into disclosing information about their Government
Travel Card for a phony $20 incentive.
Bank of America will never contact account holders and request any personal account information through email.
For more information, contact Staff Sgt.
Renee Price-Goodloe at 567-5083.

NCOs can move into prior AFSCs
Under the Fiscal Year 2008 NCO Limited
Reclassification Program, NCOs who hold
a secondary or tertiary Air Force Specialty
Code may request to be administratively
reclassified into a previous AFSC.
Approval to be reclassified under this
strictly voluntary program is contingent
upon the NCO meeting all eligibility and
qualification requirements in order to meet
the needs of the Air Force without formal
training school attendance.
For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Richard Longacre, 50th Space Wing career
assistance adviser, at 567-5927.

Horizon Women’s Training
Symposium
As the Air Force celebrates its 60th anniversary, this is a prime opportunity to
highlight and learn from the accomplishments of the Air Force – including women’s
roles in the Air Force in the past, present
and future. The symposium is open to all

members of the U.S. Armed Forces, as well
as DoD civilian personnel.
Attendees of this training symposium will
experience first-hand the proud heritage of
ingenuity, courage, resolve and accomplishment from individuals like Brig. Gen. Wilma
Vaught, the first woman selected for promotion to brigadier general in the comptroller
career field; Chief Master Sgt. Dottie Holmes,
the first enlisted female to retire with 30
years total service; Chief Master Sgt. Brenda
Langlois, the first woman to pull nuclear duty;
Maggie Ringenberg, a former WASP; Tech.
Sgt. Kathy Shaw, the first female enlisted tactical combat convoy commander; and Lt. Gen.
Terry Gabreski, the highest ranking female
commissioned officer in today’s Air Force.
For more information, contact the Air
University POC, Capt. N’Keiba Estelle at DSN:
596-4252 or commercial at 344-717-1738, or
Col. Robyn King at 334-546-8154. Complete
conference information and registration is
available at: http://afwomensymposium.afit.
edu. As a reminder, 50th Space Wing does
not have TDY funding at this time.

DeKok family visits Schriever for retreat
ceremony

Photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Airmen from the 50th Mission Support Group render honors
to the American ﬂag during a retreat ceremony Oct. 19. The
ceremony paid tribute to Lt. Gen. Roger DeKok, ﬁrst 50th Space
Wing commander and the man after whom the DeKok Building
is named. Members of the late General DeKok’s family attended the event.
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Worldwide weather system installations completed
By Chuck Paone

environment.”
The successful installations at so many
global sites didn’t come without challenges,
Lieutenant Wyatt said. Program managers
had to coordinate efforts between the contractor and each of the bases continually,
ensuring that all site preparation was done on
time and that any issues were addressed.
Those issues ranged from the relatively straight-forward to the completely
unexpected.
“There was the queen’s grass at RAF
Lakenheath (in England),” Mr. Galbadis said.
“It turned out to be Kentucky bluegrass given
to her as a gift by someone in the U.S., and
it was protected by various British historical
organizations, forcing us to engineer solutions around it.”
They also faced a potential dinosaur archeological site conflict in England. At another location, concern for burrowing owls
temporarily halted work; worry over turtles
falling into trenches cropped up at yet another. Program managers even dealt with a
“stolen top-soil” allegation.
In foreign locations, such as in Southwest
Asia, issues such as host-nation agreements
presented obstacles, Mr. Lamoreaux said. In
the end, however, program officials worked
through all of these things, and a lot of other
challenges, to get the job done.
With the FMQ installations complete, the
team is on to the next challenge, installing a
follow-on system in a vast number of primarily smaller sites. Among them: two in Iraq
and one in Afghanistan.
The squadron has selected Vaisala Inc. of
Woburn, Mass, to provide those.
“We’re thrilled about the success of the
FMQ-19 installations, and we’re excited
about the follow-on effort,” Lieutenant Wyatt
said. “The bottom line is that we’re providing
a better, more integrated weather picture for
our warfighters. That’s what it’s all about.”

66th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

Courtesy photo

HANSCOM AIR FORCE BASE, Mass.
(AFPN) – The Electronic Systems Center
here has wrapped up a five-year, $70 million
effort to replace 110 fi xed-based weather sensing systems at sites across the globe.
The center and the prime contractor,
Coastal Environmental Systems of Seattle,
Wash., completed the final installation in
Southwest Asia Oct. 5, providing state-ofthe-art weather sensors to the busiest airfield
in that critical area of responsibility.
The fi xed based system, called the FMQ-19,
is a collection of weather sensors placed near
runways. These sensors collect weather data,
integrate it into a common format and transfer it to an operator display at base weather
units, according to 1st Lt. David Wyatt of the
651st Electronic Systems Squadron, program
manager for the system.
A typical suite is made up of a primary
system and a secondary system. The primary
unit consists of eight sensors which monitor
winds, weather conditions, visibility, ambient light, temperature, lightning, rain and
cloud height. The sensor in the secondary
unit measures visibility, cloud height and
wind.
“They automate the work previously done
by observers,” Lieutenant Wyatt said. “They
save a lot of manpower and provide better
data.”
Their strategic placement at the take-off
and touch-down points on the runway provides additional benefits, said Andy Galbadis,
a site activation leader with the squadron.
“That’s where the weather conditions that
matter most to the pilot need to be measured,” he said. “Weather data can spoil like
sour milk. It has to be fresh, and has to be
relevant, and conditions monitored right at
those critical locations tend to be both.”
In addition to reducing staffing needs, the
FMQ-19s also replace aging legacy systems

Steve Clark (left) and Dan Smith of Coastal Environmental, Inc. perform site acceptance and testing measures
on portions of the FMQ-19 weather sensing system in Southwest Asia. This system was the last of 110 to be
installed under a ﬁve-year, $70 million effort. System installation at the Southwest Asia location was done mainly
at night, as day-time temperatures often exceeded 100 degrees.
that had become difficult to maintain, said
Dave Lamoreaux, the squadron site activation specialist who oversaw the effort.
“We’re talking about late ‘60s and early ‘70s
technology,” he said. “The cost to keep them
operational had become very high.”
The old hardware also was limited in that
each piece performed a separate function and
provided an individual data point, which
operators then had to manually enter and
compile to get a comprehensive view. The
new, integrated systems automatically collate
all the data, providing operators with a com-

mon, real-time weather picture, Lieutenant
Wyatt said.
When linked up with the new Tactical
Forecasting System, the data from any individual FMQ-19 can be distributed to operational weather squadrons worldwide.
“This allows weather conditions almost
anywhere to be factored into large-scale
operations,” said Pat Dagle, director of the
651st ESS. “The FMQ installations are thus
a very significant part of our overall effort
to fully and automatically integrate weather
information into any Air Force planning
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Falcons bowl-eligible after win over Wyoming
By Wayne Amann
U.S. Air Force Academy Public Affairs

Photo by Mike Kaplan

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. (AFPN) – The U.S.
Air Force Academy Falcons capitalized on five Wyoming
turnovers to rally past the Cowboys, 20-12, before a season-high 41,531 fans in football action Oct. 20 at Falcon
Stadium here.
One of the key plays was when Falcons safety Bobby
Giannini’s forced fumble recovery for an 85-yard touchdown
return early in the fourth quarter, which gave Air Force a
14-9 lead and the momentum.
The win improved the bluesuiters to 6-2 overall and 5-1
in the Mountain West Conference. With four games left to
play, the victory made them bowl eligible for the first time
since 2003. NCAA Division I football teams must win a
minimum of six games to be considered for a post-season
bowl appearance.
“Not having the opportunity to get into a bowl the past
three seasons has been frustrating,” said Falcons senior
quarterback Shaun Carney. “Now we can take some pressure off our shoulders.”
Wyoming (4-3, 1-2 MWC) pressured Air Force early by
taking the opening kickoff and driving 80 yards in 15 plays.
The extra-point was wide left and the Cowboys held a 6-0
lead after one quarter.
The Falcons responded in the second stanza when Carney hit
z-back Chad Hall with a 5-yard touchdown strike to give Air
Force its first lead. Carney, who completed just 6-of-10 passes
for 52 yards in the game, also found wide receiver Mark Root
wide open in the end zone for a 25-yard insurance touchdown
off a well executed play-action fake in the fourth quarter.
The TD passes gave Carney 35 in his Falcon career, eclipsing the team record of 34 set by Rich Haynie, who set the
mark from 1971 to 1973.
Hall, meanwhile, kept rolling with 167 yards rushing on 28
carries, his third straight 100-plus yard game on the ground.
Hall has gained 592 yards in his last three games.
The Falcons trailed 9-7 early in the fourth quarter, when
the opportunistic Air Force defense turned the tide.
Giannini, who recorded a game-high 15 tackles, 11 of them
solos, spun Cowboys running back Wynel Seldon around
at the Falcon 15-yard line and he appeared to drop the ball.
Giannini scooped it up and coasted into the end zone.
“That was definitely a strange play,” Giannini said. “There
was no crowd noise, nothing was going on. I slowed down,
turned around and the only guy chasing me was (Air Force

Come out for the pre-game tailgate party hosted by the 50th and 21st Space Wings at 11:30 a.m. on Nov. 3. The tailgate will be taking place at Lot
4, Space 2 at Falcon Stadium. There will be free food, fun and fanatical Falcon football frenzy. The U.S. Air Force Academy Falcons will be taking on
the Army Black Knights. Kickoff time is 1:30 p.m. Don’t just sit there, come out and show some Falcon football pride!
linebacker) Drew Fowler. I slowed down and made sure I
crossed the goal line. That was probably the slowest touchdown in history, but it counts.”
The replay confirmed Giannini’s reaction to finish the
play.
The Air Force defense forced three other fumbles and intercepted two passes. One of the picks was authored by cornerback Carson Bird, his team-leading sixth of the season.
“Our defense just bowed their necks and was immense,”
said Air Force head coach Troy Calhoun. “We’re riding the
guts and hearts of our kids right now. We really showed
some fortitude today.”
For his performance, which also included three tackles

for losses and two forced fumbles, Giannini was named
the MWC Defensive Player of the Week. It was the third
straight week a Falcon was tabbed in one of the player of
the week categories.
Six wins doesn’t guarantee a bowl berth, just eligibility.
However, with four to play, two of those in the MWC, the
team is in its best shape in some time.
The six victories are the most for Air Force since it went
7-5 in 2003. The Falcons’ five conference wins are the most
since 2000 and ensures their first winning conference mark
since going 4-3 in 2002. And their 5-1 MWC start is the
Falcons’ best since they opened 5-1 in 1998 as a member of
the Western Athletic Conference.
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