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Base Briefs
Speakers wanted
Do you like to speak in public? Are
you looking to support your community in a special way? The Speakers
Bureau can be a great way to do both!
The 50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Office is recruiting civilian and military
volunteers to speak at local schools, colleges, veterans meeting and more.
Topic of speech can extend beyond
your career field, and can also include
your life, military experiences and
travel. Speakers will also have the
chance to speak at events such as
Veteran’s Day, Memorial Day and
Independence Day. Meetings will be
held to give tips on speaking in public,
practice sessions, as well as briefi ngs
on upcoming events.
For more information, contact the
50th PA office at 567-5044.

www.csmng.com

AFSPC makes difference with victory boxes
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Can an Air Force Space Command major and two staff sergeants
make a real difference to people halfway around the world? Maj.
Jason Gross and Staff Sgts. Rosalia and Billie Burgan can. They are
making a huge difference in the lives of Iraqi and Afghan families
through the Victory Box Campaign.
Victory boxes are care packages that are put together by Americans
and sent to servicemembers in Iraq and Afghanistan who have
volunteered to distribute the contents to local citizens.
Major Gross and the Burgans have been busy here as they support
this effort. More than 13,000 boxes have been sent from across America,
with more than 700 coming from the Colorado Springs area.
“Along with setting up displays where people can come and pick
up boxes, we also attend group meetings such as the newcomer’s
group at the Broadmoor Hotel, where we brief the members about
the program and give out boxes,” said Sergeant Rosalia Burgan.
Local community organizations get involved as well “The Pikes
Peak Library staff supported the program,” she said. “They gathered
school supplies, shoes and clothes.”
Why these three Airmen became involved in this program is best

Infinity Park to hold military
rugby night
The Glendale Raptors rugby team
will face off against the Air Force
at Infi nity Park in Glendale, Colo.,
March 8.
Tickets are $3 for servicemembers
who present their ID or wear their
uniform.
For more information about Infinity
Park, visit www.glendalerugby.com.
For more information about the
event, contact Diana Anderson of
VP Marketing and Sponsorship at
720-226-9720.

Guardian challenge mascot
tryouts to take place

See Victory page 7

By Lorna Gutierrez
Schriever Sentinel

Jim Christian, a music teacher at Ellicott Elementary School,
has taught students as young as five to play the ukulele. He’s also
taught students to understand chord progression, percussion, how
to play the recorder, in addition to the singing that comes with most
elementary music classes.
Mr. Christian has equipped his students with more knowledge in
music than many music classes, and it’s all due in part to the Troops
to Teachers program, a program that assists eligible military personnel

Anger management classes
set for March 12, 19
The Peterson Air Force Base Mental
Health Clinic will offer anger management classes March 12 and 19 in
the Mental Health conference room in
Building 1171.Topics covered include
effective communication, listening,
conflict resolution, assertive communication, and problem solving.
For more information or to register,
contact Carol Beard of the 21st Medical
Group at 556-8943.

CCU offers math course
Colorado Christian University will offer Math 110 every Wednesday for five
weeks from 5-9 p.m starting March 12.
Class size is limited to 20 students
and fulfi lls Community College of the
Air Force requirements for math.
For more information or to register,
contact Tom Boven, enrollment counselor and military liaison for CCU, at
596-9235.

Maj. Jason Gross (third from the left), AFSPC command lead for upgraded early warning, and a security detail prepare to deliver victory boxes to a local school in Iraq.

to transition to a new career as public school teachers. This allowed
Mr. Christian, who recently retired form the Air Force after 22 years,
to teach kindergarten through fourth grade.
As a guitarist for the U.S. Air Force Academy Band, Mr. Christian
has plenty of musical expertise to draw from.
“I’m different than most out-of-college music teachers,” Mr. Christian
said about his background and experience as an Air Force musician.
Mr. Christian, an Oklahoma native who’s been in Colorado since
1991, said he enjoyed his time with the Air Force. He enlisted with
the intent of playing music after receiving his master’s degree in
music and attributes his inspiration to the Army Jazz Band and the
encouragement of a friend who told him that the Air Force had a
great music program.
Since joining the Air Force in 1978, with a break in service since
joining, Mr. Christian traveled to most of the states in addition to
a few trips to Greenland and a trip to Europe. However, he said the
high points were the trips to Nashville, in which his band made 10
appearances with the Grand Ole Opry.
Two to three years before retirement, Mr. Christian became aware
of the Troops to Teachers program.
With the idea of teaching planted in his head, Mr. Christian
moved forward. He is currently fi nishing his two-year Teacher
in Residence program at the University of Colorado at Colorado
Springs and continues to teach while studying for the program.
He also received fi nancial support for his studies through the
program.
“If it wasn’t for the Troops to Teachers program, I don’t know if
I’d be teaching,” he said. “The Teacher in Residence program made
it easier.”
Mr. Christian also takes his patriotism to the classroom. Each class
puts on a program during the year and his third-graders’ program
this year was entitled Salute to America.
“Every student gets to play,” he said. “I try to build orchestras
around the songs.”
Though different from his experience with the Air Force, he said
teaching is worth it.
“I didn’t have any idea what teaching would be like,” he said.
“It’s lots of hard work and I don’t want to short-change any of the
students. The kids are your responsibility and your responsibility
level peeks the minute you walk in the door.”
He also addresses the issues of those who seem too distracted to
learn. But he says to see the work come together in the students’
annual performances is worth all the hard work.

Troops to Teachers seminar
There will be a free luncheon seminar on the Troops to Teachers program
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Retired AF member enjoys life as music teacher

The 50th Space Wing will hold tryouts
for General William Jackson Palmer
for the 2008 Guardian Challenge.
General duties include motivating
the crowd at various events and will be
from March 5 through May 16.
For more information, contact Lt.
Col. Jim Denbow of the 4th Space
Operations Squadron at 567-4183.

Inside

Vol. 2 No. 10

from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. March 14 in the DeKok Building, Room 310.
U.S. Air Force photo/Lorna Gutierrez

Jim Christian, who retired from the Air Force after 22 years, became a teacher
through the Troops for Teachers program. The program assists servicemembers into becoming school teachers. Mr. Christian is a music teacher at Ellicott
Elementary School.

For more information on the luncheon, contact Master Sgt. Richard
Longacre at 567-5927. You can also check out www.ProudToServeAgain.
com for more information.
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Flying home just got quicker.
At ExpressJet, it’s our duty to get passengers to their destinations quickly and
comfortably. This is especially true when our passengers are U.S. soldiers and their
destination is home. With non-stop flights to 25 cities across the country, we make
sure our troops are within arms reach of their loved ones — on the double.
///
Fly non-stop on ExpressJet Airlines to:
LA/Ontario / Sacramento / San Diego
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Get Out and Go: Cheap fun in Manitou Springs
By Lorna Gutierrez

PUBLISHER

Schriever Sentinel

Lon P. Matejczyk

Located only four miles west of
Colorado Springs is Manitou Springs,
a town that can bustle with tourists
or lay peacefully in the quieter, colder
months.
With bed and breakfasts abound and
plenty of shops and restaurants, there’s
something for everyone — even the
arcade junkie.
Manitou Springs has one of the oldest amusement arcades around. The
arcade takes up seven buildings and
makes up almost an entire city block.
Visitors can play games for a penny, a
nickel, a dime and up.
The musty smell upon entering a
building gives a hint to its age.
Arcade Amusements, Inc., also
known as the Penny Arcade, is a
family-owned business, founded by
Jack Kerns. Mr. Kerns opened up the
arcade in the early 1930’s and it is currently run by Alan Kerns, the founder’s
youngest son.
A lot of used games were bought,
some from as far back as 1908, said Ron
Allen, a manager of the arcade.
The history, nostalgia and plain fun
U.S. Air Force photo/Lorna Gutierrez
of the games attracts a variety of cusPenny Arcade patron Ed Harrison said he has been coming to the arcade since 1965 when he was a young boy. The arcade offers
tomers, from the young to the old.
“There are video games that rep- an inexpensive alternative for entertainment for a fun day out.
Mr. Allen says people can spend hours at the 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Come the warmer weather, the
resent almost every year since video
arcade will open at 10 a.m. and may extend their
arcade for very little money.
games started coming out,” Mr. Allen said.
“We have an English football game from the summer closing time of 10 p.m. until midnight,
Mr. Allen says one of the hardest parts of his
job is trying to find a part to replace games as mid-20’s and we’ll get college kids that come in depending on the size of the crowd.
The arcade also has coupon games, and the
old as 80 years old. Occasionally, the part that here and play tournaments and maybe spend 70
coupons never expire.
needs replacing is the game’s coin acceptor, re- cents,” Mr. Allen said.
When the summer comes, the arcade will be
“If you had coupons from 1962, they’d still be
sulting in having to replace it with an acceptor
that can only accept higher coins, such as nickels bustling with different generations of people en- good,” Mr. Allen said. “We recently had a man
joying the weather and the atmosphere. The ar- and his wife come in and trade 17,000 coupons
or dimes, for a former penny-slot.
The arcade is change-driven, and if your pock- cade will also stay open longer, extending current for a bear lamp.”
Mr. Allen said the arcade has been there forever
ets are empty of coins, a place to exchange bills winter hours of Tuesday through Friday from 11
a.m. until 5 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from and plans on staying.
for coins is available.
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Faster than a speeding bullet: Why we track the trash?
“Near-Earth objects can travel up to 17,000 miles per hour,
so a collision with a launching or orbiting satellite or with a
manned space craft, could be catastrophic,” said Terje Turner
of AFSPC Air, Space and Nuclear Operations directorate.
“Every space launch requires that these objects be tracked
closely in order to avoid accidental collisions.”
Air Force Space Command is always busy with its mission of delivering space and missile capabilities to America
and its warfighting commands. Within that spectrum, one
of its most important jobs is to know where about 17,000
man-made space objects are within the 60- to 20,000-mile
band above the Earth.
Mr. Turner described the two categories of objects. “First
there are catalogued objects. These are objects whose origin
is certain — about 12,000. Analysis objects, those we can
identify but are uncertain of their origins, are the second
class.
There are roughly 6,000 of these,” he said. The objects range
in size from about four inches in diameter — baseball-size —
to 90 by 150 by 200 feet and 520,000 tons, the International
Space Station.
What are these space objects? Roughly seven percent of
them are operational satellites. About 15 percent are rocket
bodies, and about 78 percent are fragments of rocket bod-

ies and inactive satellites. For instance, the oldest piece of
space debris is a sphere, six inches in diameter, launched
in March 1958.
The Space Surveillance Network, a consortium of Air
Force and Army ground-based and space-based radars and
optical sensors located at about 20 sites around the world,
has been tracking objects in orbit since 1957.
Why is it important to know where all these objects are
located? Mr. Turner likens the Space Surveillance Network
to a space neighborhood watch.
“We provide tracking information to a number of organizations in the Department of Defense and the civilian
communities,” said Mr. Turner. “We have a pilot program we
are working on called the Commercial and Foreign Entities
Program, where we are working out how to tell satellite owners if one of their satellites might be in danger of a collision
with another object.
“We inform them, and it is up to them to determine
what action to take,” he said. “That early warning is important, because it gives these folks the time to make better
decisions.”
How do they do it? Looking at the space shuttle, for example, computer models determine the flight path of the
shuttle based on information provided by the SSN.
There is an imaginary box drawn around the shuttle, measuring six by six by 25 miles. If any of the objects intersect this

Active Wellness
Massage Therapy
Carol Hage
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Pain Management, PTSD and much more.
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imaginary box along the pre-determined flight path during
the proposed flight time, NASA can then order changes to
the flight plan, or launch time, to remove the danger.
Douglas Wood of CNN reported in 2005 that “NASA
has changed the shuttle’s flight path 12 times since the Air
Force Space Command’s Space Control Center began performing its analysis in 1981. The center also works for the
International Space station,” he added. “NASA has moved
the ISS six times based on SCC analysis.”
If it sounds like there is a huge layer of material orbiting
around the Earth, requiring launching craft to dodge and
scurry around them, this is not the case. “Only a small
amount of debris exists where the shuttle orbits, and the
likelihood of a ‘significant collision’ between a piece of
debris and the shuttle is extremely remote,” Mr. Wood
said.
Even though the numbers cited here sound rather large,
in the 60- to 20,000-mile band in which the SSN tracks,
there are usually only about three or four objects in an area
roughly equal in size to the airspace of the continental United
States.
While manned craft can be directed around orbiting debris, the debris pieces themselves are simply moving in an
orbit defined by the physics of the events causing them to
become scrap in the first place. Even though they are scattered
through an area that is defined by vertical and horizontal
parameters, pieces have collided, creating even more debris
to be monitored.
Not all the items remain in space. It seems that the rule
is ‘what goes up, might come down.’ Some objects re-enter
the Earth’s atmosphere and either burn up completely as
they pass through the upper levels, or if the pieces are large
enough, they impact the surface.
Mr. Turner says that the SSN tracks these pieces, watching
the orbits denigrate, often for weeks and months before reentry and, early on in this process, his organization shares
the information with the appropriate agencies. This information is particularly valuable when it looks like some of
the debris might survive re-entry, which happened recently
with the U.S. Satellite, SN 193.
“With every launch we have the capacity for more space
debris to accumulate,” Mr. Nelson said. “That is why the
efforts of the SSN are so important.”
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20th AF, Northrop Grumman, SMC celebrate MMIII upgrade completion
By Tech. Sgt. Kurt Arkenberg
90th Space Wing Public Affairs

F.E. WARREN AIR FORCE BASE, Wyo. — Leaders
from 20th Air Force, Northrop Grumman and the
Space and Missile Systems Center met here Feb. 25 to
announce the completion of the Guidance Replacement
Program on the Minuteman III weapon system.
Maj. Gen. Roger W. Burg, 20th AF commander;
John L. Clay, Northrop Grumman sector vice president and ICBM prime integration contract general
manager; and Douglas L. Loverro, Space and Missile
Systems Center executive director, met with media to
discuss the success of the upgrade program and what
it means to the capability of the system.
“We are fully operational and capable,” said General
Burg during his opening comments. “We have successfully deployed 450 new guidance sets throughout
the missile fields of Malmstrom (AFB, Mont.), Minot
(AFB, N.D.) and here at Warren. It was done on time
and on budget.”
The $2.4-billion project began in 1999 and finished
Jan. 18 at Minot when the last NS-20 missile guidance set
was removed and replaced by the newer NS-50 MGS.
The GRP primary modification provides the warf-

ighter updated guidance electronics while maintaining accuracy. This upgrade replaced the guidance
computer and soft ware, while still using the existing
gyro-stabilized platform.
According to the general, the MMIII has had the
same guidance set since the system’s inception in
the late 1960s.
“Technology has progressed by leaps and bounds
since the first Minuteman III rolled off the assembly line,” said General Burg. “This program ensures
we will have a credible, capable nuclear deterrent
through 2030.”
Mr. Clay echoed the general’s thoughts and highlighted the reliability of the guidance set.
“The old guidance set averaged a failure indicator about every 7,000 hours,” said Mr. Clay. “That
number is up to roughly one indicator every 27,000
hours (with the new MGS), which translates to a more
reliable and capable weapon system.”
In addition to the GRP, the MMIII is undergoing
modification and upgrade projects to the propulsion
system and the reentry vehicle that, when completed,
will essentially leave the Minuteman as a new weapon
system from nose cone to nozzle.

U.S. Air Force photo by Shelley Raffl

Airman 1st Class Charles Bostic, 90th Missile Maintenance Squadron, inspects the bottom of the mating surface on the missile guidance system in the payload transporter. The
post boost control system is made up of the propulsion system rocket engine and missile
guidance system and goes onto one of the Minuteman III ICBM in the missile field.
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GPS helps troops locate
targets and each other
By Amanda Creel
78th Air Base Wing Public Affairs
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Help us “Rock The Zoo” with a
personalized river rock for yourself,
your family, a special friend or any of
the other important people in your life.
Your rock will be permanently displayed
on a Community Wall of Names at
Moose Lake, an integral part of our new Rocky Mountain Wild exhibit. And
it will help guarantee the Zoo keeps rocking for years to come.
Reserve your rock by March 15 and have it displayed on the
Community Wall for the May 2 opening of Rocky Mountain Wild!
Order online at www.cmzoo.org
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo reserves the right to refuse to engrave
any name or organization it deems to be inappropriate. Questions?
Call 719-633-9925 ext. 115, or e-mail info@cmzoo.org.
Thank you for your donation. A letter of receipt from Cheyenne
Mountain Zoo will be mailed to you for your ﬁle.

ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE, Ga. (AFPN)
— Members of the Joint Service System
Management Office here provide global
positioning systems-enabled technology in direct support of warfighters
worldwide.
Part of the 752nd Combat Sustainment
Group, the JSSMO has representatives from
all military branches. The unit maintains
GPS receivers in the only operational GPS
lab in the Department of Defense.
The Blue Force Tracker is one of the systems that uses the GPS equipment maintained here. All military branches use the
BTF to help track friendly units regardless
of their location.
The tracker system can detect where a unit
is located as well as determine whether or not
the unit is moving and what form of transportation the unit is using.
“It can see them on the ground or in an
aircraft,” said Willie Jackson, a JSSMO integration engineer. “It can see them flying
around or driving around.
“Without the GPS receivers maintained by
Robins AFB’s GPS lab, the Blue Force Tracker
would not be able to provide grid coordinates
or the timing needed for synchronization,”
Mr. Jackson said.
Two receivers are presently used with the
system: the Defense Advanced GPS Receiver,
the most recent version; and the Precision
Lightweight GPS Receiver, many of which
are being phased out and replaced.
The lab is equipped with a replica of the
equipment used in the combat and tactical
vehicles to test soft ware before sending it to
the field, Mr. Jackson said.
The receivers are removable, allowing military members to take the receiver with them

when leaving a vehicle.
“It can tell them how to get out of the area
or allow them to notify other units of their
location,” Mr. Jackson said.
The U.S. military is using more than
40,000 BFTs in rotary aircraft, helicopters,
mine-resistant ambush protected vehicles,
Humvees and tanks.
Other equipment using the GPS receiver
includes laser rangefinders, which are primarily used by special forces and tactical air
control party members.
The JSSMO also tests software using
laser rangefinders to ensure software
updates will not hinder their use in the
field. VECTOR 21 and the MARK 7 laser
rangefinders send a laser beam to the target
and determine the location of and distance
to a target. The MARK 7 can be used in
pitch black because it provides the user
with night vision.
Other equipment maintained by the lab
includes the Single Channel Ground-to-Air
Radio System. This radio continually hops
from one radio channel to another in order to keep the radio from being jammed
or detected.
The radio would not be able to maintain
the timing it requires to be synchronized
without GPS, Mr. Jackson said.
Another GPS-enabled technology the office is responsible for is the development of a
Combat Survivor Evader Locator, or CSEL.
The radio was planned after Capt. Scott
O’Grady was shot down during Operation
Deny Flight, which enforced the no-fly zone
over Bosnia. Captain O’Grady’s F-16 Fighting
Falcon was shot down by a surface-to-air
missile June 2, 1995, south of Banja Luka,
Bosnia. For six days, he evaded capture before
See GPS page 7
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BASE BRIEFS
Schriever’s AFAF to kick off March 17
The Air Force Assistance Fund Campaign for Schriever
Air Force Base will begin March 17.
The AFAF provides charitable means through affi liates
to help Air Force families in need.
For more information, contact Maj. Brian Simonis of the
50th Operations Group at 567-2538.

Schriever softball tryouts taking place
Schriever varsity softball tryouts will take place at 3 p.m.
March 10-11 at the softball field.
The team will compete in the Colorado Springs League
and some area tournaments.
For more information, contact Master Sgt. David Hagar
of the 11th Space Warning Squadron at 567-1759 or the 50th
Services Division at 567-3588.

A&FRC to offer various training, courses
Schriever’s Airman and Family Readiness Center will
hold a basic investing class, Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly
Effective People, sponsorship training, resume basics and
annual family readiness training throughout the month
of March.
The basic investing class will take place from 2:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. March 19, Covey’s 7 Habits course from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. March 11-13, sponsorship training from 8 a.m.
to 9 a.m. March 18, resume basics from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
March 19, and annual family readiness training from 8 a.m.
to 9 a.m. March 10.
For more information, contact the Schriever A&FRC at
567-3920.

GPS:
From page 6
being rescued by a Marine Corps search and rescue team
after the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines combined
their efforts.
It was the six-day wait that prompted the development of
the CSEL, said Stephen Morrissey, an equipment specialist
for the lab.
The CSEL radio is a handheld GPS worn in a pilot’s vest.
The radio enables a pilot to communicate messages at the
touch of a button, such as “I’m injured” or “enemy nearby.” It will indicate a pilot’s location, even if the pilot is
incapacitated.
The GPS soft ware tested and developed by the unit is used
throughout the military and helps troops around the world
locate targets and one another.

Meet your new troops.
You can now make a seamless transition
to a teaching career through the
Hire-in-Advance Program!
Troops to Teachers has partnered with
school districts throughout the nation
allowing you to secure employment
up to two years in advance.
For more information:

1-800-438-6851
info@mwttt.com
www.mwttt.com
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Victory:
From page 1
answered by an e-mail they received from a Soldier who
got his unit involved in the project.
“I explained the program to my Soldiers, and they understood as well as I do, that amidst all this turmoil, there
are still good, kind people who have not been tarnished
by this war ...,” the Soldier explained.
“Your victory boxes have stretched out far beyond what I
think you intended them to. You’ve shown hardened Soldiers
that war is not all about destruction but also rebuilding,
not just about tearing down an enemy but also giving hope
to the future generations. Above all, you’ve allowed us to
keep our humanity, which is something that is easily lost
here,” he said.
Major Gross has seen both sides of this effort. He became
a volunteer while in Iraq. He received some of the packages,
which he distributed to local communities. The reactions
of the Iraqis inspired him to want to do more.
“I really enjoyed putting a smile on the faces of the children,”
he said. “It made me homesick for my own family, but in a
good way — reminding me of the important things in life.”
Upon his return, Major Gross contacted Mary Margaret
Halleck, the founder of this not-for-profit, Department of
Defense-approved charity and began working closely with
her to get more people from the command and the local
area involved.
“This effort is such a worthwhile thing,” he said. “You can’t
believe the look on people’s faces when they get something
that is going to make their life a little bit better. This is the
other side of the battle, winning the hearts and minds of
the people of Iraq and Afghanistan.”
The in-theater volunteers are not all front-line troops
either. They are chaplains, medical personnel, civil affairs
and supply folks. All the services participate. People at all
levels are getting involved.
An American Forces Press Service article describes the
normal contents of a victory box as “practical, but not always
attainable goods.” People fill the boxes with things like paper
and pencils, children’s shoes, sewing items or clothing. These
are small things, to be sure, but where they are not available,
having them can be a boost to family morale.
The victory box effort started because Mrs. Halleck’s
stepson was deployed to the war zone, and, in his communications to her, he described the true poverty. She put
together some care packages for him to distribute and sent
them off. Her stepson came home, but she realized the need

Air Force Courtesy Photo

Maj. Jason Gross, AFSPC command lead for upgraded early warning,
is surrounded by Iraqi boys at a school where victory boxes were giving out. The boy on the right is showing off his coloring skills. He just
received a coloring book from one of the victory boxes.
was still there. It haunted her and inspired her to action.
In mid-2005, Mrs. Halleck and some friends got together
to see what else they could do and from that meeting
“victory boxes” was born. Today it is a DoD-sanctioned
part of “America Supports You,” an umbrella group of
non-profit organizations that aims to help veterans and
their families, and citizens in war-torn countries.
Mrs. Halleck explained the process for sending a box. “When
you get an empty box from one of the sponsor locations, it
has a unique identification number written on it. There is also
an information sheet and a pre-addressed label and customs
declaration. We highlight in yellow on the label and on a
compact disk which blanks volunteers need to fill in.
“If a person lives in a location where he or she can’t get a
flat-rate priority box, they can pick the box up at the post
office,” Mrs. Halleck said. “Then I either e-mail or snail-mail
the info sheet, label, CD and victory box number.”
Anyone in the Colorado Springs area interested in obtaining a victory box can go to: the Help-U-Sell real estate
office, at 3639 Star Ranch Road, or call (719) 314-3015.
“We want to thank the public for their participation,”
said Terisa Flannery, the company’s point of contact for
the program.
AFSPC members along with hundreds of volunteers
across America and throughout the war zone are showing that person-to-person contact counts.
If you want to participate in the overall program, e-mail
Mary Margaret Halleck at www.victoryboxes.com.

8

Schriever Sentinel

March 6, 2008

INCENTIVES!!!

PLUS CLOSING COST PAID*
PLUS FREE APPLIANCES
PLUS FREE LANDSCAPING

ASK ABOUT NO PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS!

QUICK CLOSE!!
MULE DEER CROSSING

CREEK TERRACE
IN FOUNTAIN

$10,000 Bonus

The Brandy Station
7305 Running Deer Circle
$209,950 • Tri-Level • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1498 fin sf / 2408 total sf

The Strasburg
9225 Red Fern Ln.
$224,450 • 2 story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1397 fin sf /1975 total sf.

The Fairfax
3634 Reindeer Circle
$224,950 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1498 fin sf / 2094 total sf

The Melbourne
3797 Reindeer Circle
$229,950 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1712 fin sf / 2,408 total sf

Woodmen Hills
Forest Meadows

The Cape York
3965 Reindeer Circle
$239,950 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
1666 fin / 2476 total sf

The Middleton
9224 Red Fern Ln.
$224,450 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1438 fin sf /2026 total sf.

Mule Deer

Claremont

The Meadow Brook
3791 Reindeer Circle
$224,950 • Ranch • 4 bd, 3 ba, 2 gar
• 1997 fin sf

FOREST MEADOWS

WOODMEN HILLS

Creek Terrace

The Meadow Brook
7330 Willowdale Dr.
$235,500 • Ranch • 4 bd, 3 ba, 2 gar
finished basement
1997 total sf

The Yorktown II
8413 Vanderwood Rd.
$329,252 • 2 Story • 4 bd, 2.5 ba, 3 gar
• 2394 fin sf / 3338 total sf

The Charleston
11698 Rio Secco Rd.
$319,950 • Ranch • 3 bd, 2 ba, 2.5 gar
• 2836 fin sf

Under
Construction
The Port Royal
9204 Red Fern Ln.
$238,950 • 2 Story • 4 bd + loft, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
finished basement
1902 fin sf /2536 total sf.

The Camden
11710 Rio Secco Rd.
$339,950 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 3 ba 3 gar
• 2284 fin sf / 3194 total sf

The Arlington
11686 Rio Secco Rd.
$359,950 • 2 Story • 4 bd, 4 ba 3 gar
• 2596 fin sf / 3736 total sf

The Savannah
8421 Vanderwood Rd.
$352,034 • Ranch • 5 bd, 3 ba, 3 gar
• 3528 fin sf / 3766 total sf

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.
Forest Meadows
8413 Vanderwood Rd.
266-3845
Blk Forest & Woodmen

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.
Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

Woodmen Hills
11952 Royal County Down Road
495-4267
Woodmen & Meridian

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. *Closing costs paid with approved lender.
**Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com
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Schriever’s
Stars of 2007
Team Schriever Award Winners
Airman of the Year
NCO of the Year
Senior NCO of the Year
First Sergeant of the Year
CGO of the Year
Civilian of the Year (Cat. I)
Civilian of the Year (Cat. II)
Civilian of the Year (Cat. II Sup.)

Senior Airman Charity Estrada
Tech. Sgt. Tiffany Thiel
Master Sgt. Stephen Campbell
Master Sgt. Sara Dozier
Capt. Stephen Lyon
Kristin Hunt
Edgard Millan
Timothy Brecheen

Honor Guard
Airman of the Year
NCO of the Year
Senior NCO of the Year
CGO of the Year

Senior Airman Jennifer Matts
Tech. Sgt. James Van Prooyen
Master Sgt. Ronnie Fejarang
1st Lt. Arley Marx

Right: Airmen with the High Frontier Honor Guard post the colors to open
the Team Schriever 2007 Annual Awards ceremony at The Club on Peterson
Air Force Base Feb. 2. The ceremony honored Schriever Airmen who made
a difference to the community and the Air Force. Read about the award winners, including some details of their accomplishments, on the next pages.

photo by Amber Whittington






Interested in becoming a teacher?

For a limited time, buy one air/hotel
package and the second person
flies free* from Colorado Springs!
Packages available with over 50 of
Las Vegas’ most exciting hotels.

Join Troops to Teachers and Spouses to Teachers for a
FREE informational luncheon!!


Location
Buckley AFB - TBA
Peterson AFB – The Club
Fort Carson - TBA
USAFA - Family Support Center
Schriever AFB – Family Support Center
UCCS – University Center


All seminars are
from 1130 to 1300
with lunch provided.
* Offer based on a buy one (1) air/hotel package, get one (1) round-trip companion airfare for free. Minimum
two (2) night air/hotel package required. Companion travel must be on same itinerary as regular fare passenger. Must be purchased by March 19, 2008 for travel between April 1 and August 31, 2008. Prices do not
include PFC, segment tax or Sept. 11 security fee of up to $10.50 per segment. A convenience fee of $9.50 per
traveling customer will apply when booked at www.allegiantair.com or through an Allegiant Air call center.
Travel purchased through an Allegiant Air call center will cost an additional $10.00 per segment. A checked
baggage fee will apply per bag, per segment. A segment is defined as one take-off and one landing. Fares
are non-refundable. Restrictions apply. Offer not valid on previously purchased tickets.

RSVP required:
(800) 438-6851
info@mwttt.com

Date
Monday, 10 March
Tuesday, 11 March
Wednesday, 12 March
Thursday, 13 March
Friday, 14 March
Saturday, 15 March
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Team Schriever
Award Winners

Senior Airman
Charity Estrada
3rd SOPS

Master Sergeant
Stephen Campbell
50th SCS

Airman of 2007

NCO of 2007

Senior Airman Charity Estrada managed the 3rd
Space Operations Squadron’s academics program
and wrote training lessons for more than 90 space
systems operators, leading to a 72-percent improvement in operators’ accuracy. She was selected
as an exercise evaluator for two unit exercises and
led preparation for the 50th Space Wing’s Inspector General inspection, garnering a “best practice”
rating during a 50th Operations Group staff assistance visit.
Airman Estrada organized an Airman Leadership School class community project, raising
$37,000 for Front Range military bases and contributing to her receipt of an ALS leadership award.
She also set up a visit for 13 Airmen to a Colorado
veterans’ home.

Tech. Sgt. Tiffany Thiel found and repaired
three satellite communications outages before operators had detected them, preventing a loss of two
hours of intelligence data to warfighters deployed
to the Middle East. She provided flawless communications support to U.S. Southern Command’s
2007 PANAMAX exercise, ensuring allied nations’
ability to respond to Panamanian requests for
assistance to guarantee safe passage through the
Panama Canal and ensure the canal’s neutrality.
As a unit lead for the 25th Space Range Squadron’s Combined Federal Campaign drive, Sergeant
Thiel rallied the squadron to reach 157 percent of
its goal.
In addition, she coordinated 20 volunteers for
Garden of the Gods’ Earth Day activities.

Technical Sergeant
Tiffany Thiel
25th SRS

Senior NCO of 2007

CGO of 2007

Master Sgt. Stephen Campbell led the Department of Defense’s “communication nerve center”
at Schriever, overseeing an $8.4-billioni communication and computer node to support 485 sites
around the world. As an aggressor for a DOD
network exercise, Sergeant Campbell mirrored
adversary tactics to help DOD develop defensive
cyberspace tactics, techniques and procedures.
Sergeant Campbell also made himself available
as a mentor and wingman to other Airmen within
the 50th Space Communications Squadron. He
chaired 10 practice boards for quarterly awards and
senior airman below-the-zone competitions.
He was also instrumental in helping construct a
retreat for wounded warriors, rallying 24 volunteers to assist with the facility’s construction.

Capt. Stephen Lyon deployed to Afghanistan in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom, where his
actions as U.S. military liaison to the Afghanistan
Border Police led in part to receiving a Bronze Star
medal.
As operations flight commander at the 490th
Missile Squadron at Malmstrom Air Force Base,
Mont., Captain Lyon led his team through an Air
Force Nuclear Safety Inspection and a 20th Air
Force Missile Standardization and Evaluation team
inspection, earning glowing ratings on both.
While assigned to the 3rd Space Experimentation Squadron, he wrote an operational risk
management matrix for an intricate demonstration
mission, allowing senior leaders to make informed
risk decisions.

Captain
Stephen Lyon
3rd SES

Honor Guard
Winners

Honor Guard Airman of 2007

Senior Airman
Jennifer Matts
A photo of Master Sgt. Ronnie Fejarang, the Honor Guard Senior NCO of the year,
was not available at the time the Schriever Sentinel went to press. Sergeant Fejarang is assigned to the Space Innovation and Development Center here.

50th SCS

Senior Airman Jennifer Matts’ contributions
to the High Frontier Honor Guard include leading cordon teams for the secretary of defense, the
Air Force chief of staff and Poland’s air chief in
2007. She was the first selected to participate in a
color guard formation for Gen. C. Robert Kehler’s
ceremony to assume command of Air Force Space
Command. She perfected every colors position and
executed more than 40 full-honors funerals.
In addition, Airman Matts briefed more than
500 first-term Airmen on the benefits and duties
of joining the honor guard, showcasing the honor
guard’s professionalism and outlining its mission.
As a member of the High Frontier Honor Guard
Booster Club, she raised $1,850 toward honor
guard coins and awards banquet events.
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Master Sergeant
Sara Dozier
50th NOG

Edgard Millan
25th SRS
Civilian Category II

Technical Sergeant
James Van Prooyen
50th SCS
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First Sergeant of 2007

Civilian of 2007

Master Sgt. Sara Dozier is the only group-level
first sergeant in the 50th Space Wing, supporting a
diverse group of four squadrons, nine global sites
and more than 250 enlisted Airmen. She was Air
Force Space Command’s lead for the first worldwide first sergeants’ conference. She took charge
while deployed to Kirkuk Air Base, Iraq, acting
as a first sergeant for more than 900 Airmen and
oversaw 12 senior leader visits, including six general officers and Secretary of State Dr. Condoleeza
Rice.
Sergeant Dozier also supported Airmen’s family
members, setting up six deployed spouses’ dinners
and helping Operation Warmheart provide more
than 250 food baskets and more than 4,000 food
vouchers for Air Force families.

Kristin Hunt was a key squadron enabler for
the 2nd Space Operations Squadron’s transition to
the Architecture Evolution Plan, keeping the unit
focused on the biggest GPS event in 20 years. She
aggressively verified information on more than 158
squadron members in preparation for a new reports
process and skillfully managed the commander,
operations officer and assistant operations officer’s
schedules during an unprecedented operations
tempo.
Mrs. Hunt also contributed to the local community by orchestrating the 50th Operations Group’s
“Christmas for Kids” event, providing gifts to
74 less-fortunate children, and led a charitable
organization’s food bank to send more than 100
pounds of food to deployed servicemembers.

Kristin Hunt
2nd SOPS
Civilian Category I

Civilian of 2007

Civilian of 2007

Edgard Millan defined system requirements for
a next-generation space range system, doubling
the range’s ability to support test and training
activities. He developed complete space range
infrastructure requirements and upgraded the range
support facility to a $5,000 digital phone system.
The new system increased the 25th Space Range
Squadron’s capabilities by 80 percent.
Mr. Millan completed the project three months
early, saving the squadron more than $8,000. He
overhauled the unit’s organizational structure,
enabling a 33-percent increase in range use with no
additional manning.
Mr. Millan mentors youth on how to succeed
in their homes and community as a Tae Kwon Do
instructor and senior leader.

Timothy Brecheen was the Air Force lead for
a 32-person most efficient organization competition, accommodating in-house upgrades to several
communications systems to save the Air Force 240
days and more than $10,000.
He manages $2.5 million in civil engineering
projects at New Boston Air Force Station, N.H.,
including 13 simplified acquisition of base engineering resources projects that were completed in
2007 to shield New Boston AFS’s antennas from
severe weather.
Mr. Brecheen personified the Air Force’s role as
an environmental steward, leading the base natural
resources program and self-reporting a problem
with a fuel tank gauge that prevented a notice of
violation and saved the Air Force $25,000.

Timothy Brecheen
23rd SOPS
Civilian Category II Supervisory

Honor Guard NCO of 2007

Honor Guard CGO of 2007

Tech. Sgt. James Van Prooyen led High Frontier
Honor Guard teams on 34 funerals, 74 military
events and 23 civil events, more than any other
High Frontier Honor Guard NCO. He was the first
choice to lead the honor guard detail for Gen. C.
Robert Kehler’s assumption of command of Air
Force Space Command—an event that General
Kehler praised as “perfect.”
As NCO in charge of the honor guard’s Bravo
Flight, Sergeant Van Prooyen oversaw manning for
his 13-member team, providing flawless coverage
for 145 details. He trained Airmen how to use the
government travel card while on temporary duty
orders for an honor guard detail. Sergeant Van
Prooyen inspects team members’ uniforms prior to
every event, creating a lasting public impression.

First Lt. Arley Marx was a tireless officer in
charge for the High Frontier Honor Guard in 2007,
leading 98 military funerals, 22 military ceremonies and five civic events. He exacts particular
care to ensure the honor guard motto, “To Honor
With Dignity,” is thoroughly known and practiced,
and he consistently leads the way with energy and
enthusiasm. His leadership has set the benchmark
for practice, proficency and pride.
Lieutenant Marx was hand-selected to conduct
four rifle cordons, receiving a coin and personal
accolades from the secretary of the Air Force for
enhancing the Air Force image with professionalism and maintaining the Air Force heritage.
Lieutenant Marx also contributed to Habitat for
Humanity, aiding with construction of 73 homes.

First Lieutenant
Arley Marx
2nd SOPS
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