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Base Briefs
Volunteers wanted for
Schriever Challengers
The Schriever Challengers are seeking
military or civilian volunteers to serve
as president, vice president, secretary,
and treasurer. The Schriever Challengers
are an organization that supports the
50th Space Wing’s participation in the
Air Force Space Command Guardian
Challenge competition and raises funds
to support the team.
For more information or to volunteer,
contact Capt. Jim Andrew of the 2nd
Space Operations Squadron at 567-2605.

Troops to Teachers luncheon
Troops to Teachers will offer a free
luncheon seminar from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. March 14 at the DeKok building
in Room 310.
The seminar will include discussions
on obtaining teacher certifications for
Colorado and other states in addition
to covering grants and financial assistance offered through the program. The
luncheon is open to servicemembers
and their spouses.
For more information, contact Master
Sgt. Richard Longacre of the 50th
Mission Support Squadron at 567-5927.

DASH volunteers wanted
Drive A Servicemember Home needs
volunteers from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. March
14 and 15.
One weekend dispatcher and 14 drivers, 8 males and 6 females, are needed.
For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Adrian Fernandez of the 1st Space
Operations Squadron at 567-2747.

Children’s Spring Fling to take
place March 15
Schriever will hold a Children’s Spring
Fling event from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. March
15 at the Main Fitness Center.
The event will include games, crafts,
door prizes, and egg hunt and food
and drinks among other activities.
Volunteers are also needed to man
booths, activities and serve food.
For more information, contact the
50th Services Division at 567-6628.

www.csmng.com

Schriever gains first AF Reserve space wing
SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE,
COLO. — From perfecting “skip bombing” techniques against bridges and railroad
targets in World War II to using space to
fight the Global War on Terrorism, the 310th
Space group has a unique history in the Air
Force. They added another honor March 7
as they became the first Air Force Reserve
space wing.
“This activation is an indication of our
continued growth in the Air Force space
missions, and it validates the contribution
of the Air Force Reserve in the fight against
terror,” said 310th SW commander Col. Jeff
Ansted.
The 310th SW comprises 16 units supporting the Department of Commerce,
Air Force Space Command, Air Combat
Command, Air Force Cyber Command,
14th Air Force, the Space Innovation and
Development Center here and the 50th, 21st
and 460th Space Wings.
Chief Master Sgt. Darin Miley, the wing’s
superintendant, sees the activation as a very
real plus in practical terms.
“As a wing, it is easier to get our manU.S. Air Force photo
power requirements met. We are authorized more than 800 personnel and we Tech. Sgt. Juan Gutierrez, left, and Capt. Garrett Donnelly of the 7th Space Operations Squadron here check the
now have about 600. We are now getting status of a satellite to ensure it is operating within normal parameters. The reservists are among the more than
personnel to do jobs that we used to have 700 members of the 310th Space Group. The group became a space wing March 7 to help the unit meet the Air
to take out of hide. That makes us more Force Reserve’s expanding role in space.
efficient, effective and mission-ready,” he
said.
sometime in the future.
Squadron located at Schriever. Lt. Col. John
Chief Miley said he also believes that the
The 310th SW has a wide variety of mis- Hunt, commander of 7th SOPS, explained
space mission will only keep growing, and sions and several subordinate units. One
See Wing page 11
that could mean another Reserve space wing in particular is the 7th Space Operations

Space command welcomes new command chief
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Newly assigned Command Chief Master Sgt. Richard T. Small
comes to Air Force Space Command with 24 years of hard-won
experience in the Air Force and Joint communities. His responsibility to the commander is for the professional development,
military readiness, and mission effectiveness of the command’s
enlisted Airmen.
Chief Small’s immediate plans include meeting with the senior
leadership of the headquarters staff, then moving forward to the

Schriever’s AFAF to kick off
March 17
The Air Force Assistance Fund
Campaign for Schriever Air Force Base
will begin March 17. The AFAF provides
charitable means through affiliates to
help Air Force families in need.
For more information, contact Maj.
Brian Simonis of the 50th Operations
Group at 567-2538.

Anger management classes
The Peterson Air Force Base Mental
Health Clinic will offer an anger management class March 19 in the Mental Health
conference room in Building 1171.
Topics covered include effective communication, listening, conflict resolution, assertive communication, and
problem solving.
For information or to register, contact Carol Beard of the 21st MG at 5568943.
More Briefs page 7
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U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Lohr

Chief Master Sgt. Richard T. Small is the command chief master sergeant for Air
Force Space Command. He serves as the senior enlisted advisor to the commander.

units to meet with field commanders, command chiefs, and their
Airmen.
“My role and responsibility is to ensure that the enlisted force is
prepared to execute the mission and meet the commander’s intent,”
he said. “My job is to listen to the Airmen throughout the command
— commissioned and noncommissioned — to observe, to interact,
to form an opinion, a snapshot in time, of where we are today.
“It is this insight which will enable me to give General Kehler a
useful assessment of the status of the enlisted force, their strengths,
weaknesses, required training and suggest ways to maximize and
leverage their potential to ensure continued mission success,” Chief
Small added.
A strongly-committed family man, Chief Small places great importance on the need to take care of the families of Airmen. In particular
he understands the difficulties faced by the families of those who are
deployed. “Even when you are deployed the mission at home — the
family mission — continues. So, one-hundred percent of the home
mission continues, but with only fift y percent of the manpower. We
have a moral obligation to take the best possible care of our families,
offering support during these challenging times.”
Mentoring is also one of Chief Small’s concerns.
“My role as command chief is the same as every other noncommissioned officer: develop those who will follow in my footsteps,” he
said. “From space to surface, across the entire spectrum of warfare,
nothing gets done in the U.S. Air Force without the NCO corps. We
must remain focused on growing the next generation of NCOs and
Senior NCOs.”
Getting Airmen to work on professional development is also one
of Chief Small’s goals. “I want our Airmen to understand that they
are, first and foremost, warriors. And, that warrior ethos is crucial
to our continued success as the world’s premier air, space, and cyberspace power. Our Airmen do fantastic work. No matter what the
task, they always make it happen. They exemplify the attitude, ‘no
task too difficult, no job too hard.’“
For Chief Small, the impact of AFSPC is well known, “In previous
roles I have had the opportunity to witness first-hand the impact of
this command on combat operations in Southwest Asia,” Chief Small
said. “Simply put, the men and women of Air Force Space Command
— and the capabilities they provide — enable combatant commanders
to integrate and synchronize space power in the battlespace.”
“The vigilance, the reach, and the lethality of our Air Force is underwritten by the skills and abilities of the men and women of this
command ... officer, enlisted, civilian, and contractor. Their capability, credibility and faithfulness are the secrets of our success...I’m
honored to be on their team,” he added.
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COMMENTARY

Don’t let my mistake become yours!

PUBLISHER

Commentary by
Airman John Rechtzigel

Lon P. Matejczyk
Lon.Matejczyk@csbj.com

381st Intelligence Squadron

Editorial

ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE,
Alaska — I have always been brought
up to live life to the fullest and live with
no regrets, but the day I decided to drive
under the influence was the day I watched
my life and dreams go up in flames.
My name is Airman John Rechtzigel and I
work at the 381st Intelligence Squadron. On
October 13, 2007, I made the biggest mistake
of my life. In a blink of an eye I lost my car,
my license, promotion, and quite possibly
my career in the Air Force. However, none
of this compares to the loss of respect from
my co-workers, friends, and family.
Last year on Oct. 13, I drove drunk and
passed out at the wheel of a five thousand
pound sports utility vehicle, which ended
up underneath a parked truck, thankfully
with no one in it. The Anchorage Police
Department estimated that I was traveling roughly 45 miles per hour when I had
lodged my SUV underneath the back of
the truck. The rear bumper of the truck
was just inches from my face. If I had been
driving any faster, I wouldn’t be here today
to talk about it.
After my accident, I realized my actions
to drink and drive was the equivalent to
throwing an axe into a crowd. Absolutely no
control over my life, or anyone else’s. My act
was completely and utterly irresponsible.
That night, I was handcuffed and taken
to jail until morning. Bloody, bruised and
ashamed of what I had done, I was thankful
to be alive and to have not injured or killed
anyone. What came to follow that day was
a trip to my unit commander, the base
commander, a letter of reprimand, being
placed on a control roster, an unfavorable
information file, extra duty, loss of promotion, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention
and Treatment screening, loss of my on
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base driving privileges for one year, six
days of house arrest, and approximately
$4000 in fines and penalties to the city of
Anchorage. I also totaled my vehicle, lost
my driver’s license for 90 days, and will
have to pay SR-22 insurance rates for three
years. Worst of all, I lost the respect of my
fellow Airmen, friends and family.
Today, I thank God I did not hurt anyone
and am alive to share my experience with
others. I hope that all Airmen will learn
from my mistake and not make the same
horrible decision I did. Because of my mistake, I learned a few invaluable life lessons
that I hope everyone will take to heart.
The decision to drink and drive should
not be an option at all. It only takes one
drink to ruin your life or someone else’s
in an instant.
People may think, “I’ve been here five
hours and had five beers, I’m ok to drive”,
but there is nothing further from the truth.
This is no way to gauge your blood alcohol
content or how your body will react to the
alcohol. If you are going to drink, you must
have a plan.
Before you go out, know who your designated driver will be, how many drinks you
will have, where you will be, etc. I didn’t
have a plan and that is where I failed.
Having a plan and sticking to it is the best
advice I could give anyone who consumes
alcohol. I made the mistake of thinking
I was okay to drive, and everyday I have
regretted my decision and will regret it for
the rest of my life. The decision to drink
and drive does not only put your own life
at risk, but also everyone else’s.
I would do anything to take back that
day. I could have prevented all of this by
making the right decisions, but I hope now,
through my experience, you will make the
right choice. Live through my mistake, and
don’t make it yours. Don’t let yourself be
the one regretting something you could
have prevented.

Thank you for serving
Commentary by
Senior Master Sgt. Tonia Savidge
437th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron first sergeant

CHARLESTON AIR FORCE BASE, S.C. (AFPN)
— When I enlisted in 1983, the world was a very
different place. Russia was our enemy, the one
computer our unit had was large enough to fill
an entire room and Michael Jackson’s “Thriller”
created a new form of entertainment called the
music video. Back in the day, many of us joined
the Air Force to travel, earn money for college
or simply to get out from under our parent’s
authority.
Now, TiVo-forward 24 years and today our
enemies lurk in the shadows all over the world,
personal computers fit in the palm of our hands
and music videos like “Th riller” have become as
outdated as an eight-track tape. In this post Sept.
11 world, even the focus of Air Force recruiting
has changed.
In the 1980s, we were enticed by the economic
and educational opportunities military life afforded. While many may have volunteered out of
a sense of patriotism, they did not do so at a time
when our nation was at war. Times have defi nitely
changed.
Today, young men and women enlist knowing
they may be called to act as sentries who protect
the Pentagon from a barrage of daily cyber attacks.
Others become guardians of freedom by supporting combat missions in Iraq or Afghanistan, or
performing humanitarian missions around the
world at a moment’s notice. These patriots are
not just focused on what the Air Force can do
for them, but on what they can do in the service
of our nation.
If you haven’t attended a First Term Airmen’s
Center graduation lately, I believe you’d be impressed
by the clarity with which our newest Airmen speak
about answering our nation’s call. Hearing them vow
to defend this nation with their lives and promising
See Thanks page 11
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Space aggressor makes cut for Air Force wrestling team
By Airman 1st Class Samantha S. Crane
366th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

MOUNTAIN HOME AIR FORCE BASE, Idaho
(AFPN) — Brett Spangler of the 527th Space Aggressor
Squadron at Schriever Air Force Base, Colo., was one
of 13 Airmen recently selected for the 2008 Air Force
Wrestling team here.
After almost two dozen athletes from around the
Air Force traveled here to participate in the All Air
Force Wrestling Camp, which started Feb. 13, the final
wrestling competition held March 1 determined who
would become part of the team.
More than 120 Airmen initially responded to Coach
Richard Estrella’s invitation to try out for the team,
but only 23 received news they were selected to attend
the camp, which was hosted by the 366th Services
Squadron. The fi nal 13 will train for 1.5 weeks at
Mountain Home AFB. They will then compete in the
Armed Forces Championship in New Orleans and attend other national wrestling events, with the Olympics
set as their ultimate goal.
“Wrestling is one of those sports that challenges
you mentally and physically,” said Dean Maraj,
who began wrestling as a freshman in high school.
Maraj is a network administrator with the 422nd
Communications Squadron at Royal Air Force
U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Stephany Miller
Croughton, England.
Brett
Spangler
(right)
and
Nader
Maghribi
practice
their
wrestling
moves
at
the
fi
tness
center
here
in
preparation
for
the
Armed
Forces Championship in New
“It’s hard to stay away from because it’s not someOrleans
March
5.
After
more
than
120
candidates
sent
applications
to
Richard
Estrella,
the
Air
Force
wrestling
coach
for
21
years,
he chose the 13 mostthing anyone can just pick up,” he added. “You’ve got
talented
athletes
to
join
the
team.
Spangler
is
assigned
to
the
527th
Space
Aggressor
Squadron
at
Schriever
Air
Force
Base,
Colo.
Maghribi
is assigned to
to train and work hard to be good at it, which is why
the 860th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at Travis AFB, Calif.
it’s so appealing to me.”
“I have some guys I’ve been working with for a
 At 66 kilograms: Thamir Rimbert from Mountain
 At 74 kilograms: Peter Hicks from Peterson AFB.
number of years, and I have great confidence in
 At 84 kilograms: Brett Spangler from Schriever AFB, Home AFB.
them along with the team as a whole,” Coach Estrella
said.
Colo.
 At 74 kilograms: Aaron Drain from Minot AFB,
 At 120 kilograms: Nader Maghribi from Travis AFB, N.D.
Calif.
 At 84 kilograms: Walter Hoffman from Barksdale AFB,
The following will wrestle in the Greco-Roman
La.
category:
Justin Millard from Peterson AFB will wrestle in the 96
 At 55 kilograms: Anthony Brooker from F.E. Warren The following will wrestle in the freestyle
kilogram
weight class in both the Greco-Roman and freeAFB, Wyo.
category:
style
categories.
 At 60 kilograms: Andrew Perez from Malmstrom AFB,
 At 55 kilograms: Jason De Rosa from Kadena Air Base,
Mont.
Tyler Moore from Aviano AB, Italy, will join the team
Japan.
 At 66 kilograms: Jacob Hey from Peterson AFB,
 At 60 kilograms: Dean Maraj from RAF as the assistant coach and an alternate for the 60 kilogram
Colo.
Croughton.
weight class in either category.
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Xeriscape project to beautify base entrances, save money
By Lorna Gutierrez
Schriever Sentinel

With the intent of providing a more inviting appearance
to Schriever’s entrances, the Enoch and Irwin Road gates
are being xeriscaped.
The project, which was designed by base architect
W.W. Lamkin and is being managed by Frank Padovich,
both of the 50th Civil Engineer Squadron, will be ongoing until June 30 and making good use of the end of
year funds.
Besides providing a more inviting appearance, xeriscaping is a successful way to reduce soil erosion and water
usage, said 50th CES engineering f light chief Russell
Henderer.
Plants that are native to the area will be planted to save
water. Conifer trees and some ornamental species will be
added for accent while sage brush and yucca plants will be
added for color.
Schriever has built other successful xeriscaped areas including the main entrance area of Building 300, the walkway between Buildings 400 and 401 and the terraced area
along the walkway between the West Portal and the Missile
Defense Agency.
“The project will also serve to educate Schriever employees
and visitors how xeriscape materials can be used at home,”
Mr. Lamkin said.

The project is a step up from the last time the entryways were landscaped over three years ago. That project
consisted of a simplified design where a couple of small
planting areas were placed next to the guard shacks. A
limited number of plants and rock covered the exposed
soil, leaving most of the remaining area barren, Mr.
Lamkin said.
As for the current project taking place at Schriever’s gates,
Mr. Henderer asks that motorists be cautious of the contractors working alongside the road on the project.
Xeriscaping is just one way that Schriever is becoming
more environmentally friendly.
Other projects, such as the photovoltaic solar power system
that is being installed at the Child Development Center, will
provide an energy savings of up to three kilowatts. The solar
array is an awareness project to demonstrate solar power.
They’ve also installed motion-activated light switches in the
hallways of Building 210, which automatically turn lights off
in spaces not in use, said 50th CES energy manager Dave
Bullock.
Mr. Bullock said the base also has projects under consideration, such as re-lamping the parking lot and sidewalk
lights with low-energy-use bulbs and the installation of
three wind generators that can produce up to three megawatts of power.
Those projects, combined with xeriscaping, have aided
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An area around the Enoch Road gate is prepared for beautification.
Xeriscaping is a landscaping project that will save the base money on
water consumption by using plants native to the area. The project will run
until the end of June.
Schriever in becoming a more energy-efficient base.
“This project demonstrates to the base population that
Schriever is taking an active role in conservation by utilizing
xeriscape techniques,” Mr. Lamkin said.
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Secretary Wynne salutes Airmen
By Janie Santos
Air Force News Agency

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — In the latest
Letter to Airmen, the secretary of the Air
Force salutes all those who provide support
to operations around the globe.
“I am continually amazed at the Air Force’s
ability to project combat power to any spot
in the world from non-deployed locations,”
Secretary of the Air Force Michael W. Wynne
said.
Secretary Wynne said that Airmen are
conducting network-enabled intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance missions
every hour of the day from worldwide locations using Predators, Reapers and Global
Hawk unmanned aerial vehicles to support combat operations wherever they are
needed.
“Mobility Airmen provide airlift, tanker
and aeromedical bridges that deliver joint
personnel and equipment rapidly to, from
and throughout the AOR,” he said. “This
combination of reachback and mobility de-

creases the number of Airmen deployed and
saves lives by drastically reducing the number
of ground force convoys required to travel
on dangerous roads, as well as getting the
injured to medical facilities rapidly.”
The secretary said that Airmen recently
played a key role in destroying an uncontrollable National Reconnaissance Office satellite on a trajectory to re-enter the Earth’s
atmosphere with 1,000 pounds of toxic fuel
onboard by providing targeting information
and space situational awareness.
“Although media attention focused on
the missile launch and intercept phase, this
amazing achievement would not have been
possible without the diligence and expertise
of the professional Total Force Airmen who
brought Air Force space and cyberspace capabilities to bear, “ he said.
Secretary Wynne’s Letter to Airmen
along with other senior viewpoints are
found in the Library section of Air Force
Link.

U.S. Air Force photo

Master Sgt. George Price, Jr., right, responds after an insurgent 122m projectile was fired into Forward
Operating Base McHenry in the Hawijah District of Iraq in September 2007. Helping him is an Army specialist
assigned to the 25th Infantry Division. During his last two deployments to Iraq, Sergeant Price has earned
the Air Force Combat Action Medal and two Army Combat Action Badges (meaning he was directly engaged
by the enemy and returned fire) along with two Bronze Stars for heroism in combat. He was recently named
the Senior NCO of the Year for 14th Air Force.

14th Air Force winner has
‘best job in the Air Force’
By Chris Calkins
45th SW Public Affairs
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PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. —
He readily admits he has the best job in
the Air Force.
“What? Are you kidding me? I get
paid to blow stuff up,” said Master Sgt.
George Price, Jr, flashing his million-dollar
smile.
“Is there anything cooler than that?”
Sergeant Price, who recently was named
the 14th Air Force Senior NCO of the Year,
is the 45th Civil Engineer Squadron’s
Explosive Ordnance Disposal flight chief.
But it’s not like he spends all his time
here at Patrick Air Force Base.
A veteran of 19 years and a native of
Bartow, Ga., he has deployed twice to
Iraq, once to Afghanistan, Korea, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan, South America,
South Africa and Egypt. He also deployed
to Texas and Louisiana leading the Space
Shuttle Colombia Recovery Team.
“It’s part of the job... it’s part of our job,”
he said, hesitant to use the word “I” in any
sentence.
“Those of us in the EOD community feel
we really do have a distinct sub-culture...
and I don’t mean that in a boastful way.
What I mean is that we are a close-knit
family in the very essence of the word. It’s a
feeling of camaraderie and belonging that I
have difficulties putting into words, but we
can all feel it. We’ll literally give the shirts
off our backs for our fellow EOD brothers
and sisters,” he said.
Sergeant Price also said he and his team
— get used to him saying that — are proud
to serve in so many joint-service assignments when deployed, especially with Army
units.
“We regularly deploy and train for a
couple months at stateside bases with our
counterparts before we deploy overseas. We
strive to maintain a constant state of readiness and endure rigorous training enabling
us to handle the arduous tasks that await
us in the AOR. It’s my job to ensure that
happens,” he said.
“No squad can ever be stronger than its
weakest link, and we make certain EOD is
never looked upon in that negative light. We
serve side-by-side with the units we deploy
in direct-support of. We go on missions
and perform our wartime task together,
he said.
“We are truly ‘Battlefield Airmen and
Force Enablers’” he said with emphasis.
And yes, there have been times (more
often than not), he related, when he and

his teams have come under direct enemy
fire.
In his last two back-to-back deployments
to Iraq, Sergeant Price has earned the Air
Force Combat Action Medal and two Army
Combat Action Badges (meaning he was
directly engaged by the enemy and returned
fire) along with two Bronze Stars for heroism in combat.
“Its all part of the job,” he said with a
shrug of his shoulders. “I sure wasn’t in
harm’s way alone. I thank God He enabled
me to bring back everyone I deployed
with.”
Sergeant Price did admit the toughest
part of his frequent deployments was the
time he has to spend away from home, and
away from his wife Kara, and four sons,
Tony, 18, Georgie, 15, Gregory, 13 and
Jacob, 4.
“Kara is wonderful. I’m truly blessed to
have a woman like her running our home
while I am gone. I know it’s not easy, and
therefore I’m very appreciative of the sacrifices she and the kids make while I’m gone.
I also know not everyone who deploys can
say they have that kind of support and trust
back home, so I definitely don’t take my
family for granted. It means so very much
to me to have that peace of mind so I can
focus on the dangerous task of rendering
safe and disposing of terrorist devices while
we are deployed,” he said.
Sergeant Price also said he’s honored
he was selected as the Senior NCO of the
Year for 14th Air Force. He’s very thankful and tries not to spend too much time
thinking about it, but it is an overwhelming
experience.
“It feels good for us (EOD) to be recognized for the contributions we make
at home station, in the local community
and while answering our nations call being deployed to austere locations I consider this a team award — but we’re not
in this business for awards, or for being
in the spotlight, or anything that draws
attention to us. That’s just not our makeup,” he said. “We’re here to do what we
think is a very important job, both here
in the States and in direct support in the
Global War on Terror,” he said. “And we
do it to the very best of our ability every
single time we are called out. We depend
on each other for everything — even to
survive.”
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BASE BRIEFS
Donate blood here March 26

Finance expert to hold free seminar

Schriever will hold a blood drive from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. March 26 at the Building
300 auditorium.
In addition to donors, 18 volunteers are
also needed for two hour shifts between the
hours of 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Michael Primo of the Space Innovation and
Development Center at 721-9882.

Financial expert Dave Ramsey will hold a
free seminar from 9 a.m. to noon April 4 in
the Special Events Center at Fort Carson.
Mr. Ramsey’s “Total Money Makeover”
seminar will cover getting out of debt, spending money purposefully, and keys to saving
and investing.
For more information, contact Fort Carson’s
Army Community Service at 526-4590.

A&FRC to offer classes

Space symposium seeks volunteers

Schriever’s Airman and Family Readiness
Center will hold a basic investing class, sponsorship training and resume basics during the
month of March.
The basic investing class will take place
from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. March 19, sponsorship training from will be from 8 a.m. to
9 a.m. March 18 and resume basics from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. March 19.
For more information, contact the Schriever
A&FRC at 567-3920.

Volunteers are needed for the 24th National
Space Symposium taking place April 7-10 at the
Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs.
Volunteers will have the opportunity to
meet senior leaders of the space community
and aerospace industry, tour the LockheedMartin Exhibit Center and attend the symposium session.
For more information, contact Melisa Perez
of the Space Foundation at 576-8000, extension
148.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!

TriCare Prime patients with acute and
non-emergency care needs between 7:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. should call the Military
Healthcare Access to Care Line. Personnel
from Schriever and Peterson Air Force bases
can call 556-CARE for an appointment with
their primary care manager. If the clinic
cannot provide an acute care appointment, a
referral may be entered for a civilian urgent
care visit.
For after-hours care, patients with acute
and non-emergency care needs should call
457-CARE for an appointment with the acute
care clinic. Acute care appointments will be
booked on a first-come, first-served basis for
all active duty TriCare Prime enrollees. NonTriCare Prime DOD-eligible patients will be
booked on a space-available basis.
For medical emergencies, call 911 or go
to the nearest emergency room.
For more information regarding the
Academy ER closure and acute care clinic
opening, contact the 10th MDG at 333-5111
or 333-5043.

• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primar y Care
ply call for
Sim
ry.
ssa
ce
ne
.
an appointment

Services are as follows:

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. —
The U.S. Air Force Academy Hospital will
close its emergency room April 1 and open
an acute care clinic.
This transition is the first stage in the
conversion of the hospital to an outpatient
clinic with an ambulatory surgery center.
Approximately 95 percent of the patients admitted to the ER have non-emergency medical conditions. The new acute care clinic will
continue to treat these patients.
The acute care clinic will provide acute
and non-emergency care by appointment
only to eligible Department of Defense
beneficiaries 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. The clinic will be staffed by both
military and civilian family practice physicians, assistants and nurse practitioners.
It will initially operate in the existing ER
location until the 10th Medical Group’s
ongoing acute care clinic facility renovation
project is completed. When completed, this
new space will offer a new and improved
location for clinic operations.

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley

No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

Southside
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548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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INCENTIVES!!!

PLUS CLOSING COST PAID*
PLUS FREE APPLIANCES
PLUS FREE LANDSCAPING

ASK ABOUT NO PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS!

QUICK CLOSE!!
MULE DEER CROSSING

CREEK TERRACE
IN FOUNTAIN

The Brandy Station
7305 Running Deer Circle
$209,950 • Tri-Level • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1498 fin sf / 2408 total sf

The Strasburg
9225 Red Fern Ln.
$224,450 • 2 story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1397 fin sf /1975 total sf.

The Fairfax
3634 Reindeer Circle
$224,950 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1498 fin sf / 2094 total sf

The Melbourne
3797 Reindeer Circle
$229,950 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1712 fin sf / 2,408 total sf

Woodmen Hills
Forest Meadows

The Cape York
3965 Reindeer Circle
$239,950 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
1666 fin / 2476 total sf

The Middleton
9224 Red Fern Ln.
$224,450 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
• 1438 fin sf /2026 total sf.

Mule Deer

Claremont

The Meadow Brook
3791 Reindeer Circle
$224,950 • Ranch • 4 bd, 3 ba, 2 gar
• 1997 fin sf

FOREST MEADOWS

WOODMEN HILLS

Creek Terrace

The Meadow Brook
7330 Willowdale Dr.
$235,500 • Ranch • 4 bd, 3 ba, 2 gar
finished basement
1997 total sf

The Yorktown II
8413 Vanderwood Rd.
$329,252 • 2 Story • 4 bd, 2.5 ba, 3 gar
• 2394 fin sf / 3338 total sf

The Charleston
11698 Rio Secco Rd.
$319,950 • Ranch • 3 bd, 2 ba, 2.5 gar
• 2836 fin sf

SOLD

Under
Construction

The Port Royal
9204 Red Fern Ln.
$238,950 • 2 Story • 4 bd + loft, 2.5 ba, 2 gar
finished basement
1902 fin sf /2536 total sf.

The Camden
11710 Rio Secco Rd.
$339,950 • 2 Story • 3 bd, 3 ba 3 gar
• 2284 fin sf / 3194 total sf

The Arlington
11686 Rio Secco Rd.
$359,950 • 2 Story • 4 bd, 4 ba 3 gar
• 2596 fin sf / 3736 total sf

The Savannah
8421 Vanderwood Rd.
$352,034 • Ranch • 5 bd, 3 ba, 3 gar
• 3528 fin sf / 3766 total sf

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.
Forest Meadows
8413 Vanderwood Rd.
266-3845
Blk Forest & Woodmen

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.
Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

Woodmen Hills
11952 Royal County Down Road
495-4267
Woodmen & Meridian

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. *Closing costs paid with approved lender.
**Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Schriever Sentinel
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U-2 squadron continues to fly high

military
mondays

25% off
order
(with valid i.d.)

dine in & carry out only
(nw corner of powers & barnes)
colorado springs, co 80917
(719) 574-nypd (6973)

Helping People the Christian Way
Senior, Military & Foster Parent Discounts

LOW
LOW
PRICES
Garden of the Gods

(

BEDS-‘N-MORE

204 Mt. View Lane, #15
(North Nevada Business Center)

Mt.Ln.
View
Dog
Track

N
Fillmore

719-473-6996

We also take donations of any
metal, furniture, & appliances.
Keep Colorado Springs green.

Our
hours are
11am till
2am
7 Days a
Week

We
serve
lunch
all day
long!

20% MILITARY DISCOUNT
OFF ANY FOOD ITEMS

Yes, this coupon is good
to use from 11am-Midnight!
(Please present this coupon for your discount)

Palmer Park
Powers

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) — Airmen of the 99th
Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron here continue to
add to the U-2’s 51-year history by being the only U-2 squadron
in the area of responsibility supporting operations Enduring
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.
Since its introduction in 1957, the U-2 and the Airmen
who support it have provided the United States and all
its branches of military, with an unmatched upper hand
on the enemy by providing high-altitude intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance to commanders past
and present.
“Even after 50 years of flying, the U-2 is still an important
part of the mission,” said Maj. Merryl Tengesdal, the 99th ERS
aircraft commander. “There are other platforms out there that
try to duplicate what we
do, but so far it has proven
to be a challenge.”
The mission of the 99th
ERS, out of Beale Air Force
Base, Calif., sounds simple:
To provide high altitude
ISR to the warfighter. But
what goes into supporting
that mission is much more
demanding.
The physiological support division of the 99th
ERS is made up of Airmen
who are essentially the
lifeline to the pilot of the
aircraft. They’re in charge
of prepping the seat kit,
loading the parachute,
and setting up the pressure suit for the pilot to
get dressed in for the day’s
mission.
Due to the U-2 flying
at altitudes of more than
70,000 feet, loss of cabin
U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Levi Riendeau
pressure is potentially fa- Capt. Ross Franquemont shakes the hands of the crew chiefs who have prepared his jet for a reconnaissance
tal to a pilot. The Airmen mission March 5 at Southwest Asia air base. The 380th Air Expeditionary Wing hosts the only U-2 squadron in the
from the PSD maintain the area of responsibility, providing high-altitude intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance for support in winning the
suits that keep the pilots war on terrorism. Captain Franquemont is a U-2 pilot from the 99th Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron.
alive and able to continue
flying the fragmentary
order.
Maintenance on this
dynamic airframe is difficult, but comes with a lot
of distinction.
“Maintainers of this
airframe deploy a lot,”
said Senior Airman
Christina Pagan, a 380th
Expeditionary Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron
U-2 avionics specialist.
“But you get to see and
learn about all the specialized capabilities it
can be equipped with for
missions.”
“It’s rewarding to know
that as a maintainer of the
U-2 you’re part of a small
group of people who
maintains the premiere
ISR airframe in the inventory,” said Senior Airman
U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Levi Riendeau
Donald Adams, a 380th
Expeditionary Aircraft Staff Sgt. Nikolina Kreager ensures a U-2 pilot is set for the day’s mission by checking the flight suit to make sure
Maintenance Squadron it can pressurize properly at high altitudes March 5 at a Southwest Asia air base.

BEDS-N-MORE

Nevada

380th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

U-2 crew chief. “Every day we fly this aircraft we are making history.”
Pride is a common trait among the Airmen who make the
U-2 mission possible.
“It’s rewarding to know that we provide information to
the troops on the ground that might save their life,” Major
Tengesdal said. “There are less than 850 U-2 pilots in its over
50-year history. It’s an honor to be a part of the U-2 heritage,
and to be fighting in the war on terrorism.”
Supporting and winning the war is the mindset of every
Airman affiliated with the U-2.
“With the information the U-2 provides, we’re watching
over our sister services, to ensure they all go home safe,”
Airman Pagan said.
“Our mission is to protect our friends, family and nation,”
Airman Adams said.

I-25

By Senior Airman Ross Tweten

BUY • SELL • TRADE

K-Mart
PORKY’S
Omaha

Call 574-PIGS • 5910 Omaha Blvd.

3216 CHELTON CR. •471-9060
PRESIDENTIAL
PAINT PACKAGE

with integrated clear coat

250

$

ALL THIS
FOR ONLY...
Reg. Price $499.95
Two Year Gloss Warranty
Van,Truck and Commercial Vehicles by Estimate.
Stripping of old paint, body work and
rust repairs extra.
With coupon. Expires 3-15-08
Not valid with any other offer.

• FREE Estimates
• Insurance Claims Handled
• Nationwide Warranty
• Prompt Repairs
• Unmatched Quality
• Hail Damage Specialists

1MBOOFE1BSFOUIPPEPGGFST
DPO¾EFOUJBMPSBM)*7UFTUJOHGPSXPNFOBOE
NFO*UµTFBTZ°JUµTBGGPSEBCMF°BOEZPVHFU
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B-1B destroys al-Qaida torture compound in Iraq
By Tech. Sgt. Joel Langton
Air Forces Central Public Affairs

ZAMBRANIYAH, Iraq (AFPN) — A B-1B Lancer aircrew destroyed an al-Qaida torture compound and prison
with six guided bomb unit-38 Joint Direct Attack Munitions
at 2:07 p.m. March 10 in Zenbaraniyah.
The bombing marked a change of fortunes for the village,

U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Andy Dunaway

Airman 1st Class Daniel String puts his radio and gear on after a B-1B
Lancer successfully dropped six GBU-38 munitions onto an al-Qaida torture
house and prison March 10 in northern Zambraniyah, Iraq. Airman Aton
is a joint terminal attack controller from Fort Drum, N.Y., and is deployed
with the 3rd Infantry Division 2nd Brigade.

where local villagers began standing up to the terrorists a
little more than a month ago in the former al-Qaida hotbed
south of Baghdad.
The 500-pound-class Global Positioning System-guided
bombs struck the torture compound in a coordinated effort with Multi-National Division — Center officials and
Iraqi forces.
“This (airstrike) removes the last remnants of al-Qaida
from this area,” said Army Lt. Col. Mark Solomon, the 6th
Squadron, 8th Cavalry Squadron commander.
The compound consisted of three buildings along with
several small shelters near the back of the compound. The
facilities had been used for torture, with handcuffs hooked
to the walls with bare wires plugged into outlets nearby.
Several of the walls were blood splattered. There were also
several interrogation manuals Soldiers found when they
captured the compound.
One community member, who escaped from the facility,
said it was a new day for the village as he looked into the

bomb’s craters.
“We all feel good,” Aubid Abdalla said. “It’s a dark past
that is gone.”
Mr. Abdalla, a former Iraqi army intelligence officer, was
encouraging local citizens to give coalition efforts a chance,
when he was kidnapped. He spent 15 days in the facility
and saw a young boy and an old man killed while he was
held prisoner.
Less than an hour afterward, after the B-1B’s precision
deliveries destroyed the al-Qaida torture facilities, Mr.
Abdalla said the event had changed him.
“I’m a lot happier now,” he said. “It was like my mother
gave birth to me again.”
Senior Airman Joseph Aton, a joint terminal attack controller assigned to Fort Hood, Texas, directed the fi nal
clearance in the B-1B’s deliberate JDAM weapons delivery
process.
“It was great to be part of this,” Airman Aton said. “You
can tell the people were happy to have this place gone and it
was awesome to make a
difference for them.”
The effort was
a joint effort between officials from
the Multi-National
Division-Center, the
Combined Forces
Air Component commander’s Combined
Air
a nd
Spac e
Operations Center, the
9th Air Expeditionary
Task Forces Air
Expeditionary Wing,
which flies the B-1B in
the area of responsibility and Sons of Iraq,
who helped provide
security.
As coalition forces left
the area, villagers stood
on the side of the road
cheering and clapping
U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Andy Dunaway
to be rid of this remnant
An al-Qaida torture compound and prison is destroyed after being hit with six guided bomb unit-38 Joint Direct Attack of al-Qaida.
Munitions from a B-1B Lancer at 2:07 p.m. March 10 in Zenbaraniyah, Iraq.

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Our Mission

is to provide our growing community with
the highest quality automotive solutions
possible from purchase to service.

We Will
Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

treat every customer and team member with
respect and integrity to achieve a positive,
supportive and productive environment.

You’ve

made a commitment to our country.

We’ve

made a commitment to your family.

Find your perfect car.

DODCARS.COM
1-888-876-7604

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com
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Wing:
From page 1
the unit’s mission.
“First of all, the 7th (SOPS) was the first squadron in the
wing. We are very proud of that distinction. We have experience with flying GPS and the Defense Support Program,
and we are currently involved in work with research and
development satellites,” he said.
They also have a booster launch operation and provide
support and telemetry data from Delta II vehicles. And the
squadron will soon operate a one-of-a-kind satellite operations center focused on the rapid fielding of cutting-edge
space technologies for warfighters, he added.
The wing is made up of the full spectrum of Reserve positions, from the support group at Buckley AFB, security
forces units and space operators at Schriever and Vandenberg
AFB, Calif.
Tech. Sgt. Diana Wilson is the training manager for the
wing’s headquarters. She is a full-time reservist and is from
the Colorado Springs area.
“This is a great job for me,” Sergeant Wilson said. “It is
close to home, it is something I really enjoy doing, and the
Reserves are so family-oriented. It is really great working
for the Reserves.”
An official ceremony will be held at Peterson AFB April
4 to mark the occasion.

Thanks:
From page 3
to never leave a wingman behind is truly inspiring.
At this time in our nation’s history, when we’re easily
focused on the challenges of budget cuts, constant deployments and the ever-changing virtual way we accomplish our
mission, I believe it becomes more and more important to
recognize the tremendous, daily accomplishments of our
entire Air Force family.
My hat goes off to the spouses who take on single-parent
roles for extended periods of time and creatively come up
with ways to keep their families strong.
I am grateful to co-workers and civilians who not only fill
the mission gap of those deployed, but also take on additional
responsibilities of cutting lawns and coaching base little
leagues to support the families of our deployed members.
This keeps our community strong.
As a first sergeant, it would be nearly impossible to accomplish my job of taking care of people without the network
of support created by our mental health and chaplain communities. When life gets tough and Airmen need a hand to
make sense of it all, these caring professionals help us keep
our faith strong.
And finally, it is so important to thank the 98.5 percent
of our Airmen who regularly make responsible choices and
choose not to participate in destructive behaviors like drinking and driving. They know how valuable they are to our
Air Force family and refuse to do anything to jeopardize
the mission. Their commitment to our core values keeps
our team strong.
It’s touching to me when I’m in uniform off base and a
perfect stranger comes up to me and says, “Thanks for serving.” Honestly, it just feels good to know people appreciate
what we do.
So please, take the time to tell someone in our Air
Force family that you appreciate them. You may never
know how important a well-placed “thank you” can be
to someone.
Thank you for serving!

Get started fast with a FREE box of checks!

Here’s to YOUR next
{ paydays }

Brooks Family Eye Care
Ent FREE Value Checking

Keith J. Brooks, O.D. & Priscilla L. Brooks, O.D.
6799 Bismark Road, Suite D
Colorado Springs, CO 80922

Everyone loves payday. And with a free checking account from Ent, there’s even more to
love about getting paid. Benefits like no minimum balance requirement, no monthly
fees, the convenience of a free Visa® Check Card* and a free box of checks to get you
started make Ent’s FREE Value Checking Account* the best place for your hard earned
money. And, you can sign up for free Direct Deposit to safely and securely deposit your
paycheck into your checking account each payday – giving you more time to relax and
enjoy your days off.

50% Off Lenses
With Purchase of Frame. Includes
all lenses and lens options. No-Line
Bifocals, Anti-Reflective lenses,
Tints, Transitions lenses etc.

Peterson

North

Good thru 04/12/2008

Ent.com : : Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100
Pueblo (719) 542-5276 : : Toll-free 800-525-9623
8059-DHA02/08

Constitution

Most Insurances Accepted
TRICARE, Davis Vision,
Great-West, EyeMed etc...

Stop by today and open your FREE Value Checking Account at any one of Ent’s
24 convenient service center locations in Southern Colorado.

574-2020
Bismark

Wiley-X Tactical Goggles, Sport,
Bicycling, Motorcycling...Most
Prescreption Lenses.

* For qualifying applicants
Ent is a community-chartered credit union. Ent is a trade name of Ent Federal Credit Union • Federally Insured by NCUA
Equal Opportunity Lender • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2008
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Flying home just got quicker.
At ExpressJet, it’s our duty to get passengers to their destinations quickly and
comfortably. This is especially true when our passengers are U.S. soldiers and their
destination is home. With non-stop flights to 25 cities across the country, we make
sure our troops are within arms reach of their loved ones — on the double.
///
Fly non-stop on ExpressJet Airlines to:
LA/Ontario / Sacramento / San Diego
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