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Base Briefs
Speakers, workplace
coordinator wanted

Do you like to speak in public? Are
you looking to support your community in a special way? The Speakers
Bureau can be a great way to do both!
The 50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Office is recruiting civilian and military volunteers to speak at local schools,
colleges, veterans meeting and more.
Topic of speech can extend beyond
your career field, and can also include
your life, military experiences and travel. Speakers will also have the chance to
speak at events such as Veteran’s Day,
Memorial Day and Independence Day.
Meetings will be held to give tips on
speaking in public, practice sessions, as
well as briefings on upcoming events.
The public affairs office is also seeking a workplace coordinator for Job
Shadow Day April 18. The coordinator
will be responsible for setting up the
visit and recruit individual hosts who
are willing to be shadowed by eighth
grade students from local middle
schools. Students will be accompanied
by teachers and counselors.
For more information, contact
the 50th PA office at 567- 0542 or
567-5044.

Fitness center offers new
class

The Main Fitness Center will hold
a circuit training class every Friday at
9:30 a.m.
The class will be one hour and uses
light resistance, bands, balls and bars
to enhance overall fitness.
For more information, contact the
Main Fitness Center at 567-6628.

DASH volunteers wanted

Drive A Servicemember Home needs
volunteers from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. April
11 and 12.
One weekend dispatcher and 14 drivers, 8 males and 6 females, are needed.
For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Adrian Fernandez of the 1st Space
Operations Squadron at 567-2747.

Dodgeball tournament taking
place April 18

The Main Fitness Center will host
a dodgeball tournament at 9:30 a.m.
April 18.
To register your team, contact the
Main Fitness Center at 567-6628.
For more information, contact the
50th Services Division at 567-3588.

North parking lot under
construction

Construction at the North Portal
parking lot will continue until June 24.
Parking will not be available in the first
four rows throughout the construction
period.
For more information, contact
Senior Airman Nancy Hubbard of
the 50th Civil Engineer Squadron at
567-4693.
More Briefs page 9
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AF Reserve activates first space wing
By Maj. David Kurle
442nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
— Air Force Reserve Command ceremoniously stood up its very first space wing here
April 4, ten days before the command’s 60th
anniversary.
The 310th Space Wing, which expanded
from an Air Force group to a wing March
7, was officially recognized at the ceremony
attended by Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander of Air Force Space Command, and
officiated by Lt. Gen. John Bradley, chief of
Air Force Reserve and commander of Air
Force Reserve Command.
“This represents the culmination of 15
years of Air Force Reserve participation in
the operation and defense of America’s space
assets,” said Col. Jeffrey Ansted, 310th SW
commander.
“I think we’ve lived up to our vision as an
unrivaled wingman to our Regular Air Force
counterparts,” he said, addressing the new
wing during the ceremony. “We’ve also had
the opportunity to take the lead in certain
space operations, like an unrivaled wingman should.”
Reservists providing space-operations
capability is not new to the Air Force, but
the 310th, which reports to 10th Air Force,
is the first time AFRC has provided a winglevel unit to carry out missions in America’s
highest frontier.
Dr. Ronald M. Sega, the former undersecretary of the Air Force and executive
See Space Wing page 9

U.S. Air Force photo/Amber Whittington

Lt. Gen. John Bradley, chief of Air Force Reserve and commander of Air Force Reserve Command, hands the
310th Space Wing colors and command of the Air Force Reserve’s first-ever space wing, to Col. Jeff Ansted April
4. The 310th SW provides its gaining major command, Air Force Space Command, with experienced people in
seven space squadrons to man space-based systems including Defense Meteorological satellites for weather
observation, Midcourse Space Experiment satellite to conduct space surveillance, the Space-Based Infrared
System for early missile warning and Global Positioning System satellites used for navigation. The wing also
includes a test squadron, several base support squadrons, medical staff and the Reserve National Security
Space Institute. In all, ten squadrons, five stand-alone flights and the institute report to the 310th SW.

SWAT teams conduct exercise at Onizuka AFS
By Valerie Joseph
21st Space Operations Squadron Public Affairs

ONIZUKA AIR FORCE STATION,
Calif. — To the casual observer, it might
have appeared as if Onizuka Air Force
Station was under siege March 26 when
Special Weapons and Tactics teams converged in the parking lot mid-morning.
About 50 weapons-toting, armor-wearing
police officers from Sunnyvale and Santa
Clara’s SWAT teams came here to put their
specialized training — domestic counterterrorism and high-risk law enforcement
operations — to the test.
Base officials invited local SWAT team
members to conduct operations at Onizuka
in a multi-jurisdictional exercise with Air
Force members. Maj. Scott Selchert, the
base’s chief of security forces, said the exercise had tremendous benefit for everyone
involved, adding the installation is heavily
dependent on the surrounding community
in the event of a high-risk situation.
“What was truly beneficial about the exercise was only a handful of people knew
U.S. Air Force photo/Valerie Joseph
what the entire event was going to be,”
the major said. “Onizuka readiness folks Officials with the Santa Clara, Calif., Special Weapons and Tactics team set up operations at Onizuka Air Force
put this event together very quietly and Station, Calif., in preparation of a multi-jurisdictional exercise with base officials March 26. The exercise tested local
challenged us with the level of detail they agencies’ counterterrorism and high-risk law enforcement capabilities.
threw at us.”
The joint exercise tested every aspect of SWAT operations, hostage
The exercise scenario involved a disgruntled base employee who ‘shot’ a guard and took three people negotiations and coordination with the Air Force, and base officials
hostage. After the ‘shooter’ hid in the vastness of the Blue Cube, declared it a complete success.
“This was a great opportunity for 21st SOPS security members and
base officials directed all employees to remain in their offices while
base security and SWAT team members searched and cleared ap- our incident commander to work with local police agencies,” Colonel
proximately 20,000 square feet of unoccupied office space. At the McNiel said. “We often have to simulate their response during exercises;
same time, base commander Lt. Col. Sam McNiel activated the this time there were real people with real weapons and equipment on
site. I think all agencies involved in the exercise learned a lot about
Emergency Operations Center to support operations.
Once the ‘shooter’ was located, a hostage negotiation team made working together and the environment here at Onizuka.
“This was a good use of some of the space in ‘the cube’ we’re
contact to try and resolve the emotionally charged event.
“This was a prime opportunity to test our needs with their capa- not using for operations anymore,” the colonel added. “We have a
bilities,” Major Selchert said. “It also afforded SWAT and hostage multimillion-dollar facility, and the more we can use it in ways that
negotiation team members the opportunity to test their abilities in contribute to the defense of the country, the better stewards we’re
being of taxpayers’ dollars.”
an unfamiliar environment and out of the public eye.”
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Taking care of Airmen a top priority
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PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. —
Win today’s fight. Take best care of our people.
Prepare for tomorrow’s challenges. These are the
overarching priorities of our Air Force.
Even while fighting a Global War on Terrorism
and striving to find the ways and means to recapitalize our capabilities, we still make taking
care of our people a top priority. I’m honored
to be a member of such a world-class team ... a
team whose leaders recognize that people truly
are the foundation of our success.
One of the most important ways we care for
our people is by recognizing their individual
contributions toward mission success. During
the week of April 21, we will gather together
nominees from across the globe to compete in
Air Force Space Command’s top recognition
program for enlisted Airmen. Although small
in number — fewer than two dozen individuals
— they represent the many thousands of enlisted
Airmen across the command who ensure mission
accomplishment each day.

As we recognize this select group of performers, it is important to note that supervisors and
commanders are an important element of this program. Their support is crucial from the beginning,
as they nominate deserving Airmen and author
the required award packages. Without the support
and encouragement of supervisors and commanders there would be no awards program.

This year’s theme, “I am an American Airman,”
is familiar to every Airman. Using our creed
in this way underscores its importance to all
Airmen. It also serves to remind us that the Air
Force’s proud heritage, its tradition of honor and
legacy of valor are founded on the service and
sacrifice of individual Airmen ... enlisted and
officer, commissioned and noncommissioned.
The nominees will be welcomed in a special
ceremony at the command headquarters here.
They’ll participate in a series of professional
development events and other activities for
the remainder of the week until the banquet
on the final evening where the Air Force Space
Command’s top enlisted Airmen of the year
will be announced. The winners will go on to
compete for selection as one of the Air Force’s
12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year.
I join with our commander, Gen. C. Robert
Kehler, to thank all the nominees for their integrity, service and excellence ... and their supervisors and commanders for nominating them for
this important recognition. We look forward to
celebrating the achievements of these outstanding Airmen.

Deployed to serve

ART DEPARTMENT
Art Director
Rowdy Tompkins
Rowdy.Tompkins@csbj.com

Assistant Production
Manager
Jeff Adcox
Jeff.Adcox@csmng.com

Commentary by Col. Barry Mines
455 Expeditionary Mission Support Group commander

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan (AFPN)
— As I reflect over the first eight months of
my deployment to Bagram, I’m flooded with
memories of the people who have passed through
during that period. I have seen several rotations
come and go, picking up where their predecessors
left off and continuing to improve their work
areas, their living conditions and the efficiency
in their processes.
I also have seen many distinguished visitors,
including high ranking general officers, members
of Congress, former Olympic athletes, music

stars, and television personalities. They visited
us because they care about our military and our
way of life, and they want to honor us and thank
us for our service.
It can be difficult for those who are not closely
connected to military service to understand why
we follow a career path that requires us to perform under extreme conditions, endure frequent
hardships and face long separations from family
and friends.
A deployment provides ample time to reflect
on the question of why you serve in the military.
Are you truly serving? Are you making a difference in the mission? Are you ensuring continued
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success by growing your replacement? Are you
playing well with your coworkers and fellow service members? We are deployed to serve, not to
be served.
It is all too easy to let our focus slip from
why we serve when faced with a myriad of daily
problems and tasks. During a morale call to
my wife, I gave in to whining about something
here at Bagram. She responded that I needed
to put on my “big boy underpants” and deal
with it (which was very sound advice.) All of
us occasionally need to be reminded of why
See Commentary page 9
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Schriever prepares for 4-Fit Challenge ‘08
4th Space Operations Squadron
The time has come again for the 4th Space
Operations Squadron to issue a challenge
to the rest of Schriever Air Force Base. The
third-annual 4-Fit Challenge is on the horizon scheduled for April 25.
The event was designed to test the overall
fitness of each unit throughout the 50th Space
Wing through multiple strength and conditioning trials. Units form teams to compete in
a variety of events with each score tallied at
the end to determine the fittest squadron.
“As the two-time 4-Fit challenge champions, we’re ready for someone to bring it this
year,” says Lt. Col. Tommy Roberts, commander of 4th SOPS.
The 4-Fit Challenge has made some changes this year in an effort to include a wider
variety of fitness evaluations, simplify the
scoring process, and make the competition as
impartial as possible. This year, judges from
outside 4th SOPS will be used to referee and
judge the events to ensure the evaluation of
each event is fair and thorough. In addition,
officials will streamline the scoring of each

event so awarded points are purely based on
performance rather than participation.
“This year we really wanted to focus on
getting everyone involved,” said event coordinator Tech. Sgt. Melissa Jackson of 4th
SOPS. “In previous years, the events were
geared mainly toward runners, but this year
we designed a day of challenges where everyone can find a spot to participate.”
The most significant change was the revision of the activities. The events have been
revised to include more people and test a wider
variety of talents. This year’s events include:
n 4x4 mile: Co-ed Bike relay
n Team push-ups : Co-ed team of 4 doing
pushups in succession for 444 seconds
n 4x400m: Men’s and Women’s relays
n Team sit-ups: Co-ed team of 4 doing situps in succession for 444 seconds
n 4x100m: Men’s and Women’s relays
n Team circuit: Co-ed team of 4 complete
obstacle course in succession
n Tug-O-War: Co-ed team of 6, single
elimination tournament
n Ultimate football: 1 team of 10 per squad-

Courtesy photo

Members of the 4th Space Operation Squadron celebrate their Ultimate Football championship during the 2007
4-Fit Challenge. 4th SOPS invites everyone to participate in this year?s 4-Fit Challenge scheduled to kick-off
at 8 a.m. April 25 at the base running track.
ron, single elimination tournament
day “4” all.
Prizes are awarded in each event and the
(For more information or to register a
winning unit will take home the coveted 4-Fit team for the 4-fit challenge, contact Sergeant
Challenge trophy. 4th SOPS guarantees a fun Jackson at 567-2889.)

Some civilian career updates become just clicks away
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
— Air Force Personnel Center officials here
recently introduced a new self-service application — the Electronic Civilian Record
Update — as part of its ongoing commitment to civilian force development. ECRU
gives civilians preparing to meet a development team panel the ability to perform Web
updates on certain civilian career information, such as developmental and professional
military education, and duty titles.
The new capability, built on an existing
software application, is an interim solution
for helping force development teams resolve an
ongoing issue of not having employee records

updated in time before the panels meet. The
self-service updates performed by employees give career development team members
a clearer picture of the workforce and helps
them to more effectively develop future leaders
and meet the needs of the Air Force.
The Air Force is working an initiative, in
conjunction with the Department of Defense,
that will give all Air Force civilians the ability to update their education, training and
special qualifications (certifications, professional licenses) through My Biz. My Biz is a
self-service module that is part of the Defense
Civilian Personnel Data System. Using My
Biz, civilians have the capability to update

Our Mission

is to provide our growing community with
the highest quality automotive solutions
possible from purchase to service.

We Will

work e-mail addresses, work/home telephone
numbers, handicap codes, ethnicity and national origin, and language. However, other
critical pieces — such as education — are
“view only.” In the future, My Biz will provide
additional update capabilities.
“When the long-term solution becomes a
reality, it will be a huge leap forward in giving
civilians the power to manage their careers
more effectively,” said Cindy Waechter, chief
of the civilian future operations branch at
AFPC. “Instead of being dependent on others
to do those updates, customers will be able
to do them at their convenience. This new
capability will basically streamline what used

to be a fragmented process into one Webbased, self-service application.”
Currently, civilian employees have to trek to
various locations to update their records because certain tasks are performed at the flight,
installation level and at other organizations.
“Our goal is to give customers the ability
to go in and update their important career
information themselves, so it can be immediately reflected in their career brief,” said
Waechter. “By eliminating those unnecessary steps, we can provide faster and smarter
service when our customers need it.”
For more information, visit AFPC’s “Ask”
Web site and search for “ECRU.” (AFPC)
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50th NOG commander: AFSPC safety staff leads new
program
implementation
‘Hats off’ to Team Onizuka
By Valerie Joseph

21st Space Operations Squadron Public Affairs

ONIZUKA AIR FORCE STATION, Calif.
— The 50th Network Operations Group commander visited Onizuka Air Force Station
March 20 to thank the men and women of the
21st Space Operations Squadron for their efforts
during a recent Air Force Space Command
Operational Readiness Inspection of the 50th
Space Wing and to recognize outstanding contributors to the ORI and the mission.
“Twenty-(first) SOPS played an intricate role
in that effort,” Col. Robert Skinner said. “I
know for a fact ... that no matter where they
were going to look, they would find something
good. To get zero major deficiencies within 21st
SOPS and within the 50th NOG is a testament
to the outstanding work. So hats off to you!”
Colonel Skinner acknowledged the two
professional teams the inspectors recognized, the Network Operations Center and
SATCOM Operations. He also handed out
50th Space Wing commander’s coins to Tech.
Sgt. Tim Tetreault, Delando Warthaw, Edward
Fernandez, Linda Forester, Stan Lawson, Linda
Oliver, Mark Stout, Verne Stucky and Doug
Yasukawa.
Colonel Skinner awarded 50th NOG commander’s coins to James Russell, Philip Mayo,
Jeff Skaggs and Don Simpson.
Lt. Col. Samuel McNiel, 21st SOPS com-

mander, presented squadron coins to Guy Ong,
Chris Gray, Andre Dilan, Michelle Clardy,
William Covotta, Ray Brower, Curtis Duenas,
Octavio Bugarin, Jimmy Dunfield, Jared
Picklesimer and Rod Green.
Changing gears now that the ORI is over,
Colonel Skinner turned to the subject of base
closure.
“Onizuka is in a precarious situation because
we have mission transfer to Vandenberg ... and
we still have a mission here to do and personnel activity ... to do,” he said.
The colonel recalled the first time he came
to Onizuka he was asked whether the heritage
and heraldry that has been, for many years,
a part of Sunnyvale, the Air Force Satellite
Control Network and the Air Force would
be maintained.
“One of the things we’re doing, which I think
means a lot,” he said, “is the facility that is
being built at Vandenberg (for the AFSCN)
will be named the Ellison Onizuka Satellite
Operations Facility.” Maj. Gen. Thomas Deppe,
vice commander of AFSPC, had recently approved the name for the new facility.
Colonel Skinner said the mission transfer
plan still needs work and asked for everyone’s
help to identify those areas “before they become
a roadblock.” He also asked for help to ensure
heritage items, pictures and other items that are
not going to Vandenberg aren’t forgotten.

21st Space Operations Squadron mission

The mission of 21st SOPS is to plan and conduct specialized communications
for a wide spectrum of Department of Defense, allied, civil and commercial
space systems. 21st SOPS is a squadron that is rich in tradition. Every
Space Shuttle mission to date has been supported from Onizuka AFS.
The squadron monitors, maintains and updates the status of Air Force
Satellite Control Network resources and provides status, configurations
and readiness of controlled resources to multiple users and command
centers. As a back-up control node to AFSCN under the auspice of 22nd
SOPS, it schedules, allocates, conducts orbit analysis and configures
AFSCN common user resources.
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By Ed White

Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
— Safety is a part of everyday life in
the military. Whether one is working in
an office, around large machines or airplanes, accidents and illness can happen
from on-the-job activities. Many promising careers have been cut short by a moment’s carelessness resulting in serious
injury and lifelong disability.
The Department of Defense is engaged
in implementation of the Department of
Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health
Administrations Voluntary Protection
Program. Maj. Gen. Thomas Deppe.
Air Force Space Command vice commander is leading the program within
the command.
“The VPP has assisted many companies and federal agencies make significant
reductions in injury and illness rates,”
General Deppe said. “This is a proven
program and I have tasked my safety staff
to lead the effort.”
In the VPP, management, labor and
OSHA establish cooperative relationships
at workplaces that have implemented a
comprehensive safety and health management system.
According to an OSHA fact sheet on
the program, the scope of the program
includes “all groups covered by OSHA,
including federal agencies, are eligible to
join the Voluntary Protection Program.
Participants are selected based on their
written safety and health management
system and ongoing performance.”
“In the Air Force Space Command,
our rates are good but still must improve
toward meeting the Secretary of Defense’s
goal to reduce injuries and illnesses up
to 75 percent based on a 2002 baseline.
We need to take our safety and health

programs to the next level. VPP will help
us do that,” General Deppe said.
Today, the 460th Space Wing at Buckley
AFB, Colo., and the 341st Space Wing at
Malmstrom AFB, Mont., have received
baseline assessments to determine how
they measure up against the VPP’s four
primary elements.
Those elements include: management
leadership and employee involvement,
work site analysis, hazard prevention
and control, and finally, safety and
health training. Three more wings,
the 90th Space Wing, at F. E. Warren
AFB, Wyo., the 30th Space Wing, at
Vandenberg, Calif., and the 50th Space
Wing at Schriever AFB, Colo., will begin
the program this year.
The Department of Labor Web site declares that, “statistical evidence for VPP’s
success is impressive. The average VPP
worksite has a Days Away Restricted or
Transferred (DART) case rate of 52 percent below the average for its industry.”
The program is ongoing. The command
has dedicated people and resources toward its success. General Deppe concluded, “from top to bottom, we must
work this together, in earnest.”
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Street Talk
What activities do you enjoy doing with your
child/children?
U.S. Air Force photos/Staff Sgt. Daniel Martinez

From A1C to BTZ!

Chief Master Sgt. Mark Repp of the 50th Operations Group, and Col. Terry Djuric, 50th Space Wing
commander, pin senior airman stripes on Airman First Class Bernard Baum. Airman Baum, who is assigned to the 50th Space Communications Squadron, was expecting to attend a briefing with his peers
but instead was surprised with senior airman stripes. Also pictured is Brig. Gen. John Hyten, director of
requirements for Air Force Space Command.
Brig. Gen. John Hyten congratulates Airman 1st Class Scott Buske for making senior airman below the
zone. Col. Terry Djuric, 50th Space Wing commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Mark Repp of the 50th
Operations Group surprised the unsuspecting Airman in front of his peers with senior airman stripes April
4 at the Military Personnel Element in the DeKok Building. General Hyten is the director of requirements
for Air Force Space Command.

We go for walks with the dogs and
to grandma and grandpa’s and play
on the swing set.
— Staff Sgt. April Barnard,
50th Comptroller Squadron

I like to go to high school
track meets with them. We do
homework together and play board
games once a week.
— Col. Terry Djuric, 50th Space
Wing commander

We play basketball and work out.
— 2nd Lt. Kassie Montalvo,
50th Contracting Squadron

We play a lot of board games
together.
— Capt. Danny Matous, 50th
Operation Support Squadron

She’s only four months, so we
have tummy time.
— Senior Airman Akilah
Robertson, 3rd Space
Operations Squadron

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeff Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients

9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123
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Wing Staff and MSG families ‘retreat’ to the Rocky Mountains
By Tech. Sgt. Martie Moore
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

WESTCLIFFE, Colo. — The phone is ringing, the television is blaring ‘he lives in a pineapple under the sea...’ and
the dog ate Tommy’s homework. Its times like these when
parents want to retreat.
For 24 families assigned to the 50th Space Wing Staff
and 50th Mission Support Group, they were able to do just
that.
Friday afternoon, families started arriving at Horn
Creek Camp which is nestled in the Southern Colorado
Rockies about 90 miles southwest of Colorado Springs.
They were greeted by the 50th SW Chapel staff, macadamia nut chocolate chip cookies and a map to their
private cabin.
The Meadows Camp area, where the Schriever families
stayed, has 12 duplex style cabins, three larger cabins, and
one Mini Lodge with nine hotel-style rooms.
There was one mandatory meeting during the entire
weekend to share information about the events. After that,
each family had the choice of how they wanted to spend
their time.
“Emotional health of the family is a priority especially
with the deployments and high ops tempo,” said Chaplain
(Lt. Col.) Norman Ellis, 50th Space Wing Chaplain.
Adults and children alike took part in the open recreation area to play basketball, ping pong, foosball, bowl, or
challenge the rock climbing wall. There were also planned
events such as making s’ mores, crafts and popcorn and
movie night as well as an opportunity to go horseback
riding.
The retreat was an ideal way for families to forget about
laundry, cooking, dishes and all the other time consuming
parts of family’s lives that takes away from time to spend
together.
“This was an opportunity to have quality family time and
talk to our children about what’s going on in their hearts,”
said Suzi Hutchinson, wife of Col. Ottis Hutchinson, 50th
Mission Support Group commander. “Military children
have a hard time. We have to keep a close eye on them. Life
at home is so fast paced in the household with homework
and activities, there’s no time to relax and laugh together.
Knowing the stress these young parents are going through,
it’s nice to see them with their kids being in a place they
are forced to do nothing but relax and spend time with
each other.”
Staff Sgt. David Allen of the 50th Comptroller Squadron
and Ronnelle Allen of the 50th Services Division brought
their two daughters, Jazmyn, 2 years old, and Jaylena, 7
months old, to enjoy some family time.
“It’s better than what I expected,” Mrs. Allen said. “It was
a chance to spend more time together dedicated towards
us. We don’t have to run errands or do anything around
the house.”
Often one of the struggles of a busy military family is
meal time.
That was also taken care of during the retreat. The chefprepared meals were served in the warm log cabin atmosphere. There, families who were strangers became friends
over the hot home-cooked meals.
Many of the activities were focused on the children and
for Tech. Sgt. Gabe Moreno and Staff Sgt. Anastasia Moreno,
50th Mission Support Squadron, and their three children
Gabe Jr.,11, Isaac, 9, and Tristan, 2, it couldn’t have been
better.
“Just being with the kids and having one on one time
without TV and video games and just enjoying the outdoors.
It’s definitely a good time for my husband and I to enjoy each
other and the family,” said Sergeant Moreno.
The 50th SW Chapel hosts a retreat for each group at

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Scott Devine

Col. Ottis Hutchinson, 50th Mission Support Group commander, and Master Sgt. Tim Brown, 50th Mission Support Squadron first sergeant, exchange
competitive words with one another before a friendly face-off on the swinging log. Competitors would have to balance on the log while trying to knock
their opponent off with a pillow. Colonel Hutchinson was the victor.
varying times in the year.
“It is a federally funded program and really has less to
do with religion than with helping families; however, the
chapel is the agency that’s responsible for it,” Chaplain
Ellis said.
“Our retreats are open to any unit members who want
to attend. Although the Title 10 money can only pay for
military members and their immediate family, we do try and
encourage our civilian counterparts to
attend. They do have
to pay a bit more, but
I believe it is really
worth it.”
Sharing bonds as
parents and military
families the voices
rang through the
main lodge as conversations steered
towards children,
hobbies and where
they have been stationed during their
military career.
“I’ve done tons of
retreats but this is my
first family retreat,”

Mrs. Hutchinson said. It’s awesome to watch people just
relax. No phones, no television, the kids are running, playing and meeting each other.”
Although parents had to ‘face the music’ again on Sunday
evening and prepare for the Monday grind they could do so
with a weekend of good memories.
For information on upcoming retreats, contact the 50th
Space Wing Chapel office at 567-3705.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Ammon Hickman

Top: Tristan Moreno and Paige Donmoyer share
a moment during the 50th Space Wing and 50th
Mission Support Group retreat held April 4-6 at Horn
Creek Camp in the Southern Colorado Rockies.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Ammon Hickman

Left: With the help of their parents, children made a
variety of crafts April 5 at the retreat at Horn Creek
Camp. Other events included making s’mores and
ice cream sundaes in addition to popcorn and movie
night and horseback riding.
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Welcome Home Soldiers
& thanks!

Breakthrough comes in preventing Dengue fever
By Senior Airman Erin M. Peterson
59th Medical Wing Public Affairs

Free Fertility Seminars
In Search of the Stork™

Reproductive Medicine & Fertility Centers appreciates
all that you have done and we are proud to be part of the
TRICARE system of dedicated care givers for our troops and
their families. As Board Certified Reproductive
Endocrinologists and Infertility Specialists we have access to
new tests and recently we have partnered with Repromedix™
a lab that specializes in helping the “worried
fertile” understand their options for creating a
Free
family. Now you can determine the “biologic
15 min
clock” for females and learn if the sperm you
phone
produce “works”. These are not old tests,
consults,
these are very new technologies. We would be
call!!
happy to help you create a family!
Call us!

Our Free Monthly Seminar
includes:
xBiology of Reproduction
xWhat diagnostic tests you
need and those you don’t
xTreatments options PLUS
costs
xFinancial Plans
xAcupuncture & Tricks to
improve your own fertility!

265 Parkside Drive, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, CO 80910
719-475-BABY(2229)
www.475-baby.com Info@475-baby.com
www.planaheadtest.com/us

RSVP: 877-475-2229

Quality tattooing by ‘TAP’ since 1988
Multiple European award-winning artist
Hospital ‘Autoclave’ sterilization overseen by Nurse Practitioner

MILITARY DISCOUNT

Open Tues. - Sat. 12-12
Walkins welcome, or call ahead to reserve

(719) 597-TATU (8288)
www.TattooBeat.com

Corner of Powers and Constitution
5705 Constitution Ave.

LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFPN) —
Dengue fever and the potentially fatal form of the disease,
dengue hemorrhagic fever, are rated by the Department of
Defense as number 3 of the top 40 disease threats to deployed
military forces.
According to a report from the Pan American Health
Organization, an international public health agency, over
the past 20 years the occurrence of Dengue in sub-tropical
regions of the Americas has shown an increasing trend and
2007 was an epidemic year.
Dengue outbreaks have been reported in Honduras, Costa
Rica and Mexico. In 2008, the disease is epidemic in Brazil,
and Dengue fever is recognized as an emerging infectious
disease globally to include the continental United State.
Dengue fever is a communicable disease manifested by
an abrupt onset of fever, with severe headache, muscle and
joint pains and rashes. A second infection may result in
the much more severe dengue hemorrhagic fever. It has a
geographical distribution comparable to malaria.
No cure exists for the disease; the treatment is supportive
therapy. Prevention and control of dengue virus transmission are essential because in the absence of a vaccine or
preventative drug, the only means of protecting deployed
military personnel is by preventing the bites from infected
mosquitoes.
Many factors relate directly to the outbreak of Dengue
fever. Chief among them is improperly disposing of tires,
cans and bottles, particularly plastic bottles, These objects
can catch rain water and remain in an environment for a
long time without degrading, creating breeding grounds
for Aedes aegypti, the species of mosquito responsible for
transmitting the Dengue virus.
Aedes aegypti lay their eggs in small, dark, shaded water
containers where no wind exists. The overabundance of these
containers in the environment increases the probability of
Dengue infection through the bite of the mosquitoes.
Dengue fever has become a greater concern as military
members continue to deploy to those locations where the
Aedes aegypti are likely to be found. Efficacious force health
protection technologies are required to protect the war
fighter.
Air Force entomologist Col. James Swaby and molecular
biologist James McAvin, both from the 59th Medical Wing
at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, recognized the need to
rapidly identify the locations where Dengue-carrying mosquitoes are prominent and dispose of the threat to America’s
warfighters.
Working for years, they developed genetic tests for both
the virus and the mosquito that can be used on a rugged,
field deployable instrument, and methods to freeze-dry the
assays to enable testing in the most austere settings. From
that point, they were able to test for the specific species and
virus in any environment.
Previously, in order to determine whether Aedes aegypti
were present, entomologists would place small, black plastic
jars, called Ovatraps, containing the ideal environment for
the mosquito to lay eggs in the environment.
The entomologist then would collect the eggs from the
Ovatraps and send them to a lab where they would raise them
until they were adult mosquitoes, after which the species
could be identified by a highly-skilled entomologist using a
high-powered microscope. This process took weeks and made

U.S. Air Force photo/Capt. Tim Davis

Col. James Swaby uses a powered aspirator to collect mosquitoes in a
northern Thailand jungle in August 2007. The mosquitoes are processed
to remove their genetic material for testing to determine their species
and if they are infected with Dengue Fever. Colonel Swaby is the 59th
Clinical Research Division chief at Wilford Hall Medical Center, Lackland
Air Force Base, Texas.
it improbable that the infected mosquitoes had remained in
the same area. The presence of the virus in the mosquitoes
could only be determined by incubating samples from the
mosquitoes for several days in one of only a few laboratories
equipped and staffed to do this highly specialized work.
Colonel Swaby and Mr. McAvin wanted to disprove the
assumption that genetic-based testing in an unstructured,
non-lab, austere field environment was not possible.
Discovering that freeze-drying the assays needed for
the tests was possible, they were able to refute this assumption by identifying the mosquito and whether it
was infected with the Dengue virus in the field in just
minutes. This hastened the process and made eliminating
the infected mosquitoes in a specific area more effective
by concentrating control measures only in areas where
the Aedes aegypti are infected with the virus, and in a
matter of minutes.
“For the first time our Dengue assay has received DOD
certification for environmental surveillance,” said Colonel
Swaby. “From this extensive research, the stage is set to
launch more effective and timely control measures to protect our fighting forces from the debilitating effects of this
disease.”

DOD to phase out full Social Security numbers on IDs
By Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination benefit!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

referral is
No Primar y Care
call for
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necessa
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• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall
TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

WASHINGTON — As a means of combating identity
theft, the Defense Department will issue identification cards
without full Social Security numbers printed onto them, a
senior official said here April 3.
The Defense Department cares about protecting personal
information as well as increasing database security, said
Mary Dixon, director of the Defense Manpower Data Center
based in Arlington, Va.
Identity theft is a very real problem today, Ms. Dixon explained. Criminals who pilfer SSN-bearing identity cards can
virtually assume someone’s identity through a few computer
keystrokes and clicks of a mouse, she said.
TriCare, the military services’ health maintenance organization, already has removed Social Security numbers from
its members’ identification cards, Ms. Dixon said.
Plans are to remove the Social Security numbers from
identification cards issued to military family members by
the end of this year, Ms. Dixon said, noting that those cards

still would display the sponsors’ SSN, for now. Between 2009
and 2010, all department-issued identification cards will
feature only the last four digits of a holder’s Social Security
number, she said.
About 3.4 million people now have department-issued
common access cards, Ms. Dixon said. Around two-thirds
of those card holders are military members, and some civilians who deploy overseas, who have full Social Security
numbers printed onto the back of their CACs.
“You might lose that card,” Ms. Dixon pointed out, noting
that family members, including children, could misplace
their identification cards, too.
Modern information technology precludes the need to
have full social security numbers printed onto employee
and family member ID cards, Ms. Dixon said.
“Today, all of our (computer) systems can ‘talk’ to each
other, so we don’t necessarily need to know all of that information printed on your card,” she said.
New identification cards will be issued as they reach their
expiration dates, Ms. Dixon said. (AFPN)
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Base Briefs
Frisbee club resuming this month

Schriever’s Ultimate Frisbee Club will
resume during the month of April. All skill
levels are invited to participate.
For more information, contact Capt.
Ryan Laughton of the 4th Space Operations
Squadron at 567-4674.

Elitch Gardens to hold military day

Elitch Gardens in Denver will hold a military family day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. April
12.
Tickets are $20 at Schriever’s Outdoor
Recreation Office in Bldg. 300 Rm. 133, and
include unlimited rides, an all you can eat
barbeque lunch and a free ticket to Elitch

Gardens for September or October.
For more information, contact the 50th
Services Division at 567-3588.

Single parent group meeting April 15

Schriever’s Single Parent Support Network
meeting will be held from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. April 15 at the Airman and Family
Readiness Center.
The meeting is an open forum to discuss
the various topics and needs of the single
parent community. Supervisors are encouraged to allow single parent Airmen to attend
the meeting.
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt.
Martie Moore of the 50th Space Wing Public

Commentary:
From page 3
we a0re here. Every airman at Bagram has a meaningful and purposeful job. If there was no need for your
service, you would not be here.
Each individual brings his or her own unique skills
to our military service.
We all have key jobs to perform, whether flying the
jets, making airdrops, maintaining the aircraft, fueling
aircraft, billeting our personnel or ordering and tracking
aircraft parts. There are so many jobs required for our
wing to function properly, and all demand a dedication
to service.
Every service member at Bagram makes a difference.

Space Wing:
From page 1
agent for space, as well as a retired Air Force Reserve major
general, spoke at the ceremony inside a 302nd Airlift Wing
hangar here.
“(Operating in) space was important in the last century,”
Dr. Sega said. “But it’s absolutely crucial today.
“Be proud of what you do,” he told Reservists in the command’s newest wing.
The 310th provides its gaining major command, Air Force
Space Command, with experienced people in seven space
squadrons to man space-based systems including Defense
Meteorological satellites for weather observation, Midcourse
Space Experiment satellite to conduct space surveillance, the
Space-Based Infrared System for early missile warning and

Affairs Office at 567-5042 or Patricia Czepiel
of the A&FRC at 567-7357.

A&FRC offers classes

The Airman and Family Readiness Center
will hold a sponsorship training and an information session to apply for employment
as a police officer for the United States Secret
Service Uniformed Division.
The sponsorship training will be from 8-9
a.m. April 15 and the Secret Service employment event will be from 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
April 14.
For more information, contact the A&FRC
at 567-3920.

Many have remarked that those who served in World War
II were the greatest generation. Let us strive to serve in a
manner which will allow history to look as kindly upon
our generation.
As I draw closer to the end of my tour, I recognize there
are things I will miss about Bagram and the people I have
worked with during this deployment. A current country
music song by Trace Adkins advises “You’re going to miss
this...these are some good times, and you may not know
it now, but you’re going to miss this.”
After your deployment is over and done, I’m sure
you will reminisce on many of the times you enjoyed
with the people you served with. You can look back
and pass on your own war stories to your friends and
family. You can describe living in a wood B-hut, define
a Chigo unit (small heating and air conditioner unit),
and explain that a Cadillac is not a car, but the top of
the line in expeditionary shower and latrine living.

Global Positioning System satellites used for navigation.
“The work you’ve done alongside your active-duty counterparts has benefited our entire Air Force,” General Bradley
said to AFRC’s newest wing. “Everything you do has an impact on every Soldier, Sailor, Airman and Marine in combat
operations.”
The wing also includes a test squadron, several base support
squadrons, medical staff and the Reserve National Security
Space Institute. In all, ten squadrons, five stand-alone flights
and the institute report to the 310th SW.
The 310th, one of the most operationally diverse units in
the Air Force Reserve, is headquartered at Schriever Air Force
Base, Colo., and supports the Department of Commerce,
Air Force Space Command, Air Combat Command, Air
Force Cyber Command, and three Regular Air Force Space
Wings.
In addition to the wing, Colonel Ansted also officially
activated the 310th Operations Group and 310th Mission
Support Group.

Housing office closed April 15

The housing office on Peterson Air Force
Base will be closed April 15. Regular duty
hours of 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. will resume April
16.
For more information, contact Tierra Vista
communities at 597-7200.

Earth Day volunteers wanted

Volunteers are needed to help clean up
Garden of the Gods from 8:30 a.m. to noon
April 19 in support of Earth Day 2008.
For more information, contact Senior
Master Sgt. Keith Roche of Air Force Space
Command at 554-2506.

Only those who have deployed can truly appreciate
those terms.
A unique appreciation for the classic film, “Groundhog
Day,” as well as the urge to take malaria pills on a regular basis, are traits that will also mark you as one who
deployed to serve.
You may also remember how you improved personally
during your rotation. How you worked on your career development course, progressed in your professional military
education, took a college course, lost weight or got in shape.
I know I will remember the various folks who joined me
to run the perimeter road, and how they improved their
times and set a new personal distance records. I thought
it was fun, but some may not have experienced the same
level of enjoyment.
Take care of the mission, take care of yourself, and take
care of your coworkers. Remember, you deployed to serve,
not to be served. Thank you for your service.

3216 CHELTON CR. •471-9060
PRESIDENTIAL
PAINT PACKAGE

with integrated clear coat

250

$

ALL THIS
FOR ONLY...
Reg. Price $499.95
Two Year Gloss Warranty

Van,Truck and Commercial Vehicles by Estimate.
Stripping of old paint, body work and
rust repairs extra.
With coupon. Expires 4-26-08
Not valid with any other offer.

• FREE Estimates
• Insurance Claims Handled
• Nationwide Warranty
• Prompt Repairs
• Unmatched Quality
• Hail Damage Specialists

Engineering, Technology
and Security Clearance

CAREER EXPO
April 16, 2008
11 am - 4 pm

Crowne Plaza Hotel Colorado Springs
2886 South Circle Drive
Candidates must have at least 2 years of related industry
experience on top of degree or comparable military
background and US citizenship to attend.
Candidates with active clearance, military and retired military
personnel are encouraged to attend. Some employers will
require an active clearance.

Meet face-to-face with local and national employers

Some of the opportunities available include:
Engineering (All Disciplines), Electrical, Mechanical, Systems,
Network, Environmental, Civil, IT, Program Managers,
SW/HW, QA, Satellite, Aerospace, Aircraft, Contract
Specialists, Logistics, CONOPS, RF/Radar, Communications,
A&P Mechanics, Design/Development, Stress & Structures,
Reliability, Maintainability, Military Ops, Test, SATCOM,
Signal Analysts, Space Systems, Info Ops,
DSCS/MILSTAR Techs, ASTAC, Systems Administrators,
Technicians, Field Engineers, Modelers, Tech Writers,
Linux/Windows and related disciplines.
U.S. Air Force photo/Amber Whittington

Col. Kevin Cavangh salutes the 310th Space Wing Security Forces Honor Guard during the 310th Space Wing activation ceremony of the Air Force
Reserve’s first-ever space wing April 4 at Peterson.

Employers interested call 877/842-3976 x18
Jobseekers call 877/842-3976 x17
www.expoexpertsllc.com
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Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

Christopher Roy Insurance Agency
22 years in the Military

Auto
Home
Life
Business
RV’s
Boats
Motor
Homes
and more

• Multi-Policy Discounts
• Free Insurance Analysis & Quotes
• Active & Retired Military Discounts
Contact:
Off: 719-314-3920 Cell: 719-331-4476
Email: croy@farmersagent.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/croy
We Get You Back Where You Belong!

prizes • auctions • dinner • prizes • auctions • dinner • prizes

A GREAT time
for a GREAT cause!
Attend a Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation banquet, where fun and
fundraising combine for a
memorable evening.

Date: Saturday, April 26, 2008
Time: Doors open at 4 pm
Place: Phil Long Expo Center
Ticket Information: 719-495-2583

military
mondays

25% off
order
(with valid i.d.)

dine in & carry out only
(nw corner of powers & barnes)
colorado springs, co 80917
(719) 574-nypd (6973)

Free classifieds for
Servicemembers
Call 329-5210

U.S. Air Force photo/Mike Kaplan

U.S. Air Force Academy Falcons z-back Chad Hall eludes a Wyoming defender during Air Force’s 20-12 win Oct. 20, 2007 at Falcon Stadium in
Colorado. Hall rushed for a game-high 167 yards to up his career total to 1,878, the eighth highest in Academy history.

Air Force football schedule set for 2008
By Troy Garnhart
U.S. Air Force Academy

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — Six nationally televised games and visits to Falcon Stadium by Southern Utah,
Utah, Navy, New Mexico, Colorado State and Brigham Young
University highlight the 2008 Air Force football schedule,
released April 2 by the Mountain West Conference.
The Falcons open the season at noon Aug. 30 in Falcon
Stadium against Southern Utah, a Football Championship
Subdivision (formerly NCAA Division I-AA) team. Air
Force is 12-0 all-time against teams from the Championship
Subdivision. The game will not be televised.
The Falcons then begin MWC play on Sept. 6 by traveling to Laramie, Wyo., to take on Wyoming at 1:30 p.m.
CBS College Sports Network (CBS C), formerly known as
CSTV, will nationally televise the game. A non-conference
game at Houston Sept. 13 follows. Game time and television
network are to be announced. The team then plays the first
of two consecutive nationally televised games on VERSUS
by hosting Utah at 2 p.m. Sept. 20. The Falcons are idle on
Sept. 27.
Air Force begins its quest for the Commander-in-Chief’s
Trophy at 2 p.m. Oct. 4 against Navy in Falcon Stadium. The
game will be televised nationally by VERSUS. Back-to-back
conference road games in the Pacific time zone follow as Air
Force plays at San Diego State on Oct. 11 at 6:30 p.m. and
at University of Nevada — Las Vegas on Oct. 18 at 7 p.m.
Both games will be televised by the MountainWest Sports
Network (The Mtn.).
The Falcons then host New Mexico in Falcon Stadium on
Oct. 23 beginning at 6 p.m. on CBS C. Air Force completes
CIC play by traveling to Army Nov. 1. The game time and
television network are to be announced, although the game
will most likely be on ESPN U or Classic, which are the
television partners of Army.

Colorado State comes to Falcon Stadium Nov. 8. The game
starts at 4 p.m. and will be televised by The Mtn. Air Force
closes out the regular season with two nationally televised
games. The Falcons host BYU at 1:30 p.m. Nov. 15 and travel
to Texas Christian University on Nov. 22 for a 2:30 p.m. CST
kickoff. The BYU game will be televised by CBS C while
VERSUS will carry the TCU game.
Schedule with dates, kickoff times and television network
coverage follows:

2008 Air Force Football Schedule

Saturday Aug. 30 12 p.m. Southern Utah First Mtg
Saturday Sept. 6 1:30 p.m. at Wyoming* (CBS C) AF
23-19-3
n Saturday Sept. 13 TBA at Houston (TBA) First Mtg
n Saturday Sept. 20 2 p.m. Utah* (VERSUS) AF 14-10
n Saturday Sept. 27 OPEN
n Saturday Oct. 4 2 p.m. Navy (VERSUS) AF 25-15
n Saturday Oct. 11 6:30 p.m. at San Diego State* (The
Mtn.) AF 17-9
n Saturday Oct. 18 7 p.m. at UNLV* (The Mtn.) AF 9-4
n Thursday Oct. 23 6 p.m. New Mexico* (CBS C) AF
15-10
n Saturday Nov. 1 TBA at Army (TBA) AF 28-13-1
n Saturday Nov. 8 4 p.m. Colorado State* (The Mtn.) AF
26-19-1
n Saturday Nov. 15 1:30 p.m. BYU* (CBS C) BYU 22-6
n Saturday Nov. 22 2:30 p.m. at TCU* (VERSUS) TCU
4-2-1
* Mountain West Conference game
All times local to site
(The Mtn.) — MountainWest Sports Network;
(CBS C) — CBS College Sports Network, formerly known
as College Sports Television (CSTV).
n

n

Airmen at war set cargo, passenger movement records
By Staff Sgt. Shawn J. Jones
U.S. Air Forces Central Public Affairs

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) — Air transportation
requirements of cargo and troops within U.S. Central
Command’s 27-nation area of responsibility reached an alltime high in March, but Airmen responded to this demand
with a record-setting performance, officials said.
U.S. Air Forces Central’s air mobility professionals topped
previous benchmarks in the number of passengers and
amount of cargo moved in a one-month period.
Airmen exceeded the prior record for passenger movement
by three percent, transporting nearly 120,000 troops into,
out of and within the Middle East and Horn of Africa.
Airmen moved more than 41,350,000 tons of total cargo
weight, exceeding the previous record by seven percent.
Furthermore, Airmen set a single-day record of 1,365
pallet-position equivalents, a standard unit of measurement
that reflects the floor space occupied by both cargo and
troops, by beating their previous best by seven percent.
A record was also set for the average daily pallet-position
equivalents moved.
Despite the record work load, the Airmen demonstrated
mobility effectiveness with a 91 percent on-time delivery rate
and maintained velocity by minimizing cargo inventory at
the aerial ports.
“Maintaining effectiveness under these conditions is a

significant accomplishment by our Airmen,” said Lt. Col.
Brian Robinson, the Air Mobility Division director at the
Combined Air and Space Operations Center here.
The demand for airlift in March (was) high due to the
transportation of particularly large warfighter units to and
from Iraq and Afghanistan, in addition to typical air mobility requirements, Colonel Robinson said.
While much of the credit for March’s record-setting
performances goes to deployed Airmen actively flying and
maintaining aircraft in the war on terrorism and Air Mobility
Division’s planners and schedulers, two other mobility programs were essential elements to the performance, Colonel
Robinson said.
The Theater Express Program, which allows commercial
air transportation companies to move non-sensitive coalition cargo throughout CENTCOM, saves money and eases
the requirement on coalition aircraft and aircrews. Of the
record cargo weight delivered in March, Theater Express
transported over 27 percent.
Also, coordinated and responsive reachback support from
618th Tanker Airlift Control Center temporarily brought
forward strategic mobility crews and C-17 Globemaster IIIs
which contributed to air mobility’s big month. Reachback
support ensured warfighters moved to the fight on time by
airlifting over 4,698 troops, Colonel Robinson said.
They got us over the top, Colonel Robinson said.
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Colorado’s last Guard Vietnam MIA laid to rest
By Tech. Sgt. Mike R. Smith
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. (AFPN) — The remains of a Colorado
Air National Guardsman who vanished during an observation flight 39 years ago over the jungles of South Vietnam
were to rest April 3 at Arlington National Cemetery.
Maj. Perry H. Jefferson, an intelligence officer with
Colorado’s 120th Tactical Fighter Squadron, went missing
during an observation flight April 3, 1969.
The 37-year-old major was flying aboard an O-1 Bird Dog
observation aircraft piloted by Army Reserve pilot, 1st Lt.
Arthur Ecklund, and they never returned to their base.
Defense officials said a three-day search found no evidence
of a crash, and hostile forces in the area prevented other
searches. Both men were listed as missing in action.
A closed-casket viewing was held at a funeral home here
April 1. Families, fellow servicemembers, veterans and friends
to both men attended full-honors funerals April 2 and 3,
which started at the Old Post Chapel on Fort Myer, followed
by platoon, band and caisson escorts to their gravesites on
the nation’s most sacred property.
More than 150 people attended Major Jefferson’s services,
including nearly 100 members from Colorado who watched
the state’s reported last Guard Vietnam MIA put to rest.
Major Jefferson received his bachelor’s degree from
Southern Methodist College and worked for Aramco in
the Middle East before joining the Air Guard. His wife,
Sylvia, died in 1992. He and 375 other Colorado Air Guard
members deployed to Phan Rang, Vietnam, in April 1968.
They were the first Air Guard fighter squadron assigned to
active duty in Vietnam.
For retired Col. Don Neary, an F-100 Super Sabre pilot who
served with Major Jefferson, said the major didn’t need to fly
on visual reconnaissance missions from Phan Rang.
“I think what his motivation was is he probably wanted to
be a pilot ... but also the aircraft was our forward air control
airplane,” Colonel Neary said. “I think it gave him an appreciation for us, and he went out to get that experience for
when he would come in and brief us in the morning.”
“We were within a month of coming home,” said Maj.
Gen. John L. France in “Colorado Pride,” a Colorado Air
Guard history book.
General France was the unit’s operations officer in Vietnam
and later served as Colorado’s adjutant general. In the book,
he shared the moments leading up to Major Jefferson’s
disappearance.

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Mike R. Smith

Members of the Air Force Honor Guard carry the remains of Maj. Perry H. Jefferson into the Old Chapel April 3 at Fort Myer, Va. Major Jefferson had
been listed as missing in action for 39 years in action in Vietnam. Major Jefferson was an intelligence officer with the Colorado Air National Guard’s
120th Tactical Fighter Squadron and on April 3, 1969, he was flying aboard an O-1 Bird Dog observation aircraft that never returned to their base.
“Clyde Seiler and Don Neary were on a (F-100) mission
together. Clyde got shot down and went into the jungle — no
parachute. He didn’t get out. Then, we lost Perry Jefferson a
few days after Clyde. It was a rough time,” General France
said in his book.
The unit returned home in April 1969, and the Air Guard
members who served at Phan Rang were immortalized later
in the National Guard Heritage Series painting “Scramble
at Phan Rang.”
After defense officials received human remains in 1984
from a suspected military crash, eyewitnesses were interviewed. One witness said the aircraft crashed on a mountainside and the pilots died and were buried there. An excavation
led by the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command uncovered
the aircraft’s wreckage, but no human remains were found

at the crash site.
In 2000, the remains turned over in 1984 were identified
as Lieutenant Ecklund’s. The lieutenant was interred April 2
and was previously interred in Knoxville, Ill., by his family
in 2004. The reservist attended Arizona State University and
was drafted in 1966. He attended helicopter and fixed-wing
aircraft training prior to his combat deployment.
Defense officials said Major Jefferson’s remains were not
identified until 2007, after a Vietnamese national living in
California turned them in.
The day before Major Jefferson’s interment ceremony, visiting Colorado Guard members walked among blossoming
cherry trees to the Vietnam War Memorial to lay a wreath.
They also located Major Jefferson’s name on the dark granite
and took a rubbing for their military museum.

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Brandy Station

Tri lvl, 3/2/2, $204,950
1498ﬁn sf/2408 total

Mule Deer Crossing

Middleton

Fairfax

2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $209,950
1439 ﬁn sf/ 2026 total

2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $224,950
1498 ﬁn sf/ 2004 total

Forest Meadows

Woodmen Hills

The Camden

2 sty, 3/3/3, $339,950
2284 ﬁn sf/ 3194 total

Forest Meadows
8413 Vanderwood Rd.
266-3845
Blk Forest & Woodmen

Cape York

2sty, 3/2.5/2, $239,950
1666 ﬁn sf/ 2476 total

Savannah

The Charleston

Ranch, 5/3/3, $352,034
3528 ﬁn sf/ 3736 total

Ranch, 3/2/2.5, $319,950
2836 ﬁn sf

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

Claremont Ranch
This Model Closed
Please Visit
Mule Deer Crossing

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. *Closing costs paid with approved lender.
**Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Yorktown II

2 sty, 4/2.5/3, $329,252
2394 ﬁn sf/ 3338 total

Woodmen Hills
11952 Royal County Down Road
495-4267
Woodmen & Meridian

20

Now Open
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BANNING LEWIS
RANCH
a new home community
Base
Pricing
from the
Low $200s

Northtree Ranch House & Information Center

This masterfully planned community
provides you with . . . .

a K-8 public charter school C pure Fiber to the Home (FTTH) connectivity C tree-lined streets & welcoming front
porches C neighborhood parks with miles of trails and pasillos planned C and for less than $3/day, your
homeowner fee not only gets you a community rec center, tennis courts and a Jr. Olympic pool, but
also high-speed internet service, a minimum of 55 cable TV channels and ... well, it’s a long list.

Learn more at

BanningLewisRanch.com/welcome

5 NEIGHBORHOODS – 20 MODEL HOMES
Open Daily: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-6pm.
THE ASHFORD COLLECTION
THE CHERRYDALE COLLECTION
THE HAWTHORN COLLECTION
by John Laing Homes
by Todays Homes
by Capital Pacific Homes
THE MAPLETON COLLECTION
THE PINERY COLLECTION
by Classic Homes
by Capital Pacific Homes
ALSO COMING SOON
THE LINDENBURY COLLECTION
THE OAKMONT COLLECTION
by Classic Homes
by Capital Pacific Homes
(Now Pre-Selling)

(Opening May 17th)

BROKERS WELCOME – Guest Builders Paying Co-Ops at 4% or more.
Begin your visit at the Northtree Ranch House and Information Center off of Marksheffel Rd. & Vista Cerro Ave. just south of Woodmen Rd. or call us at (719) 522-2432.
Banning Lewis Ranch Management Company, LLC is the master developer of Banning Lewis Ranch, not a Guest Builder. The consumer should look to the Guest Builders for more information regarding homes. Pricing subject to change without notice. Amount of current broker commissions
have been provided to Banning Lewis Ranch Management Company, LLC by participating Guest Builders. Such commissions are subject to change in the future without notice at the discretion of the Guest Builders.

