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Base Briefs
Wing change of command
June 12
On behalf of Col. Terry Djuric and
Col. Cary Chun, you are invited to the
50th Space Wing change of command
ceremony June 12 at 9 a.m. Please join
us in the courtyard of Building 210 for
the formal portion of the ceremony,
immediately followed by a reception in
the Building 210 Atrium. Colonel Chun
is coming to us from Headquarters Air
Force Space Command, while Colonel
Djuric moves on to executive officer
to the commander, Air Force Officer
Accession and Training Schools at
Maxwell AFB, Ala.

Col. Djuric’s farewell picnic
June 11
The 50th Space Wing will host a farewell picnic for the wing commander
Col. Terry Djuric 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. June
11 at the base softball field.
All Schriever AFB personnel are
invited and civilian attire is authorized during the picnic. Meal tickets
are $5 and include a choice of two hot
dogs or hamburgers, or one each, a
bag of chips, a cookie and beverage.
Entertainment will include a collection
of rock music, farewell presentations
and Commanders versus Chiefs/First
Sergeants softball game.
Tickets will be sold June 2-6 through
group level POC’s.
For more information, contact
Maj. Christopher Abate of the 50th
Comptroller Squadron at 567-5102.

Speakers wanted

Maj. Gen. Morrell golf
tournament, banquet
The 50th Operations Group will
hold a Maj. Gen. Jimmy R. Morrell
Golf Tournament at 1:30 p.m. May
29 at the U.S. Air Force Academy and
an awards banquet at 6:30 p.m. May
30 at the Peterson AFB Consolidated
Club.
For more information about the golf
tournament, contact 2nd Lt. Justin
Roque of the 4th Space Operations
Squadron at 567-4903. For more information about the awards banquet,
contact Capt. April Wimmer of 50th
OG at 567-7582.
More Briefs page 10

Inside
Commentary ......................... 3
Morrell Awards....................... 4
Water Quality Report ............ 8

Retired Chief Master Sgt. Ed Weaver presents the award named in his honor to Lt. Col. George Farfour, 595th Operations Support Squadron commander. The
595th OSS was recently named the best operations support squadron with a space mission in AFSPC for 2007. The Weaver Award was established in 1992.

595th OSS wins AFSPC award for ops support
By Capt. Earl Chang
595th Operations Support Squadron

The 595th Operations Support Squadron
recently received the Chief Master Sgt.
Edward Weaver Award, recognizing the
595th OSS as the best operations support
squadron with a space mission in Air Force
Space Command for 2007.
Retired Chief Master Sgt. Edward Weaver
personally presented the award to Lt. Col.
George Farfour, 595th OSS commander, dur-

ing a Space Innovation and Development
Center commander’s call May 19.
“The Night Flyers have worked very hard
and feel humbled to be recognized as the best
from a pool of all stars”, Colonel Farfour said.
“To be further singled out by Chief Weaver
himself is an unprecedented honor.”
The ceremony marked the first time Chief
Weaver presented the Award named in his
honor.
In 1992 then Maj. Gen. Roger DeKok

designated the award to be named for Chief
Weaver to recognize his many contributions
to AFSPC.
Earlier in the day, Colonel Farfour inducted
Chief Weaver as an honorary Night Flyer.
The 595th OSS is part of the SIDC’s 595th
Space Group. The squadron’s mission is to enhance Air Force space superiority and improve
force readiness by providing mission support
functions to the test, education, and space
range missions executed by the 595th SG.

MSX a cornerstone
of space situational
awareness

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Do you like to speak in public? Are
you looking to support your community in a special way? The Speakers
Bureau can be a great way to do both!
The 50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Office is recruiting civilian and military volunteers to speak at local schools,
colleges, veterans meeting and more.
Topic of speech can extend beyond
your career field, and can also include
your life, military experiences and travel. Speakers will also have the chance
to speak at events such as Veteran’s
Day, Memorial Day and Independence
Day.
For more information, contact the
Public Affairs office at 567-5044.

U.S. Air Force photo/Carol Floyd

By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

The 1st Space Operations Squadron will say
goodbye June 2 to a satellite that has been a cornerstone of Air Force space situational awareness
for more than 10 years.
The Midcourse Space Experiment satellite’s role
as a space-based platform for tracking objects in
geosynchronous orbit was a stroke of luck for the
Air Force and Air Force Space Command, as the
satellite’s original mission was to track ICBMs
launched from the Earth.
“With MSX, the Air Force had a tracking platform unaffected by weather and atmospheric conditions,” said Lt. Col. Erik Eliasen, commander of
the 1st Space Operations Squadron here.
The 1st SOPS assumed command and control
of MSX Dec. 4, 1998. The squadron joined forces
with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s
Lincoln Labs and the Johns Hopkins University
Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel, Md., to keep
MSX operating six years beyond its original design
life. The Applied Physics Laboratory developed,
tested and launched the satellite and provided
technical advisers and system engineers, while
MIT planned sensor experiments and processed
data from MSX’s sensors.
Most of MSX’s sensors required a supply of cryogen to keep its infrared detection instruments at a
low temperature. However, the Space-Based Visible
See Space page 1

Airpower meets space
power in historic flyby
Airpower meets space power as the U.S. Air
Force Thunderbirds Demonstration Team
soars in formation over Schriever Air Force
Base May 25. The flyby is a historic first for
Schriever, which does not have a flightline.
The Thunderbirds are in Colorado Springs
for a demonstration at the U.S. Air Force
Academy graduation May 28.
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COMMENTARY

Use your head: Wear a helmet

PUBLISHER
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Commentary by
Airman 1st Class Dustin Withey
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Editorial

3rd Space Operations Squadron

Editor
Mike Boyd

I’ve been riding all-terrain vehicles and dirt
bikes since I was 8 years old. From then until the
present, my mother has always hounded me on
helmet wear. Up until about a week ago I had
always had the attitude that, unless I was racing
or jumping my ATV, a helmet was just a waste
of time. I had the attitude that my mother and
everyone else were just old and overly cautious.
I felt that only people who couldn’t ride need
helmets. And of course I live my life by the adage
that I am 19 years old and indestructible.
I had an attitude readjustment May 9. I was
on a camping trip with a group of friends, and
of course I had brought my ATV. I remember
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Tammy Fogall

commenting, just as we pulled into the campsite, that I had forgotten my helmet back in my
room. “Gee, I hope I don’t wreck.” Unfortunately,
there was no wood immediately available upon
which to knock.
About an hour after we had settled the campsite, a friend asked if I would take him for a ride.
Ever eager to spread the joy of ATVing I unwisely
chose to take him for a short ride up the road and
back. We departed, both helmetless, around up
Old Stage Road at about 7:30 p.m. We made it to
the top of the hill just fine and began our return.
But I didn’t account for the extra weight of my
passenger, and while attempting to negotiate
a left hand turn, I found that I couldn’t break
traction with the rear tires. We weren’t going
to make the turn.

I recall telling my passenger to hold on right
before we struck the embankment. We hit the
soft dirt of the embankment at around 60 miles
per hour, and while my ATV stopped instantly,
we didn’t. My passenger and I were thrown 40
feet from the site of impact. He took my advice
and held on to me whilst I broke both of our falls
with my unprotected head.
When I finally regained consciousness and was
coherent, I found myself at Penrose Memorial
Hospital with twelve staples in my head and a
severe concussion. I’ve learned that while I am
still young, I am not invulnerable. Accidents
happen to even the most experienced riders, and
proper protective equipment is most times the
deciding factor between bruises and permanent
brain damage.
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On angels wings
MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASE, Mont. —
One year after the accident that claimed the life
of Canadian Air Force pilot, Snowbird 2 Capt.
Shawn McCaughey, the Canadian Snowbirds
Aerial Demonstration Team returned to us and
they culminated their performances with a successful weekend air show in a tribute to their fallen
friend.
Last year, during a practice session May 18,
Captain McCaughey lost control of his aircraft
and subsequently crashed. It would later be determined that a seat-belt malfunction was the cause
of the accident.
His life was cut short, and the lives of many
Team Malmstrom professionals would forever
be changed.
That show was the first of the season for the
Snowbirds in 2007, and the devastation of losing a teammate, a comrade in arms, was felt by

many. Especially their new-found friends in Great
Falls.
The local community, Malmstrom leadership
and Team Malmstrom professionals rallied around
the Snowbirds family to do whatever they could
to help ease their pain.
Somehow, it continued to hurt us all, until the
Snowbirds announced they would return for another show in 2008.
I witnessed the crash; was injected into the emotional roller-coaster that ensued, tried to overcome
those feelings and put on a professional face to do
what I could to help where I was needed. Everyone
at Malmstrom and in Great Falls did, too.
It was tragic. Plain and simple.
I still feel a chill every time I walk by Captain
McCaughey’s photo on display in the Bldg. 500
showcase; I always stop for a moment to reflect
on his fiancee’s and family’s grief.
No one ever wants to feel that pain and anguish
See Commentary page 8

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Dillon White

The Canadian Forces Snowbirds Aerial Demonstration
Team fly over Malmstrom in their “Big Wedge” formation
May 18. The Snowbirds were the highlight performance
for the 2008 Malmstrom Air Show and Open House.

Winning Smiles For Everyone!
EXPERIENCED, CARING AND GENTLE
ATTENTION PRE-OWNED BUYERS!

Triple Your Economic
Triple
Your Economic
Stimulus
Check!
Stimulus Check!
You must buy or lease from Medved to qualify. $600 individual
economic stimulus payments tripled to a max of $1800. Cannot be
used in conjunction with other offers. W.A.C. See Medved for details.

You must buy or lease from Medved to qualify. $600 individual

stimulusTrade
payments tripled
max of $1800. Cannot
Or economic
$3500
into a Guarantee!
be used in conjunction with other offers. W.A.C.
Medved foror
details.Drag!
Push,SeePull,
W.A.C. Must present proof of trade ownership prior to negotiations.
Excludes dealer demos, other adv units. Must present $3500 trade
in offer prior to negotiations

AND

Or No Trade?
Free
Portable
Don’t want
to use
your stimulus
check?
TV/DVD
System
We
will make the
with purchase of any pre-owned vehicle
approved credit.
Must present ad prior to negotiations.
firstWiththree
payments
for you!

Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

Personal Dentistry with a Soft Touch for
Children, Parents & Grandparents.

Offer
notadvertisement
valid with any
other
promotion.Excludes
WAC. Must
present
prior
to negotiations.
demos, any adv units. Offer for pre owned vehicles only.

SAME DAY EMERGENCY CARE
Just Minutes North of Academy

www.medved.com
(888) 877-8123 Ask for Mark Varia

597-9737

www.powersdentalgroup.com
Caring For Smiles Since 1974

4

Schriever Sentinel

May 29, 2008

Officer nominees announced for 2008 Gen. Morrell awards
By 1st LT Robert Singleton
50th Operations Support Squadron

Nominees have been announced in the officer category for
the 2008 Maj. Gen. Jimmy R. Morrell Awards. Each nominee
was chosen for their contributions to the 50th Operations

Group’s mission and for having a profound impact on operations ranging from testing equipment, training, and saving
the Air Force money.
The award is based on General Morrell’s contributions to
the 50th Space Wing. After overseeing the transfer of the
first operational satellite to Air Force Space Command in

1986, he became commander of the 2nd Space Wing, Falcon
Air Force Base and led his unit to its first ever Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award.
The winner will be announced at the annual award banquet
which will be held May 30 at the Peterson AFB Consolidated
Club.

The 2008 Gen. Morrell Award officer nominees:

Capt. Angelo Fernandez
50th Operations Group Standardization and
Evaluations Division

Captain Fernandez led an Initial Operations Assessment of
the new $920 million Architecture Evolution Plan, keeping
the Department of Defense’s premier navigational satellite
poised for operations. Additionally, he inspected the command and control ground networks increasing the Air Force
Satellite Control Network resources by over 800 percent
while simultaneously reducing critical constellation coverage gaps. Finally, Captain Fernandez’s professionalism and
expertise were crucial to the latest operational testing of the
Air Forces top two satellite mission totaling more than $10
billion in DOD assets.

Maj. Francios Roy II

Capt. Gary Pelton

50th Operations Support Squadron

1st Space Operations Squadron

Major Roy’s superior leadership and unwavering work ethic
proved priceless in shaping the future of Satellite Command
and Control Initial Qualification Training. This initiative effectively reduces training time by 35 percent with a savings of
$2.2 million. Additionally, his unprecedented commitment to
excellence was crucial for the first-ever Task-Based Training
and Evaluation crew training scenarios for 19 operational
crews. His unwavering commitment to excellence was key
to the 50th OSS’ nomination for the best operations support
squadron in AFSPC and honors as the flight commander
of the year in 2007.

Captain Pelton’s leadership of the squadron’s largest flight
resulted in sweeping organizational changes that blazed a
trail for operationally responsive space missions such as the
Multi-Mission Space Operations Center and space situational
awareness with the Space-Based Space Surveillance satellite. While simultaneously supporting current operations of
three distinct satellite programs in multiple orbital planes,
Captain Pelton managed the flawless and historic transition
of launch and early orbit, anomaly resolution, and disposal
operations for the GPS satellite constellation to 2nd SOPS.
Further, he overhauled archaic paper documentation with
digital systems resulting in a 200 percent increase in efficiency
and 70 percent faster checklist processing for operators.

First Lt. Michael Taylor

First Lt. Christina Muscarella

Capt. Bret Stromberg

3rd Space Operations Squadron

2nd Space Operations Squadron

4th Space Operations Squadron

Lieutenant Taylor distinguished himself by winning the
50th Space Wing’s company grade officer of the year for
2007. His expertise in orbital operations was further demonstrated by standing up the first orbital analyst program
for the newest 50th Space Wing satellite in 13-years. His
relentless efforts directly resulted in planning the first-ever
Wideband Global Satellite station change, which arrived in
its operational orbit two days ahead of schedule, increasing
communications capability over 900 percent. Lieutenant
Taylor further distinguished himself by building the WGS
orbital analysts’ brand new training program from scratch.
This 900 hour course included over 500 pages of material
which he used to train up the initial four members of the
WGS orbital analyst team. His demanding training plan
prepared 3rd SOPS to take control of the $600 million satellite 8-months ahead of schedule.

Lieutenant Muscarella oversaw more than 21, 370 spacecraft contacts while providing 99.9 percent global navigation
and timing signal availability to U.S. Central Command
warfighters. As the subject matter expert, she prevented
over 30 anomalies ensuring unprecedented 2.8 meter weapon system accuracy in support of Operation SWARMER.
Additionally, Lieutenant Muscarella’s superior anomaly
resolution skills were reflected by the squadron winning
the 2007 Gen. Richard C. Henry Award for best space operations squadron in AFSPC. Furthermore, her unwavering
dedication and expertise were showcased while executing
GPS in-theater tactics during the 2008 AFSPC. Finally, her
leadership drove the $850 million weapon system upgrade,
the largest event in 22 years, anchoring the unit’s 2007 Lt.
Gen. Claire Chennault Trophy for best space operations
unit in 14th Air Force.

Captain Stromberg’s leadership supercharged secure and
survivable satellite communications for national leadership,
strategic forces and tactical warfighters worldwide. He flawlessly responded to more than 50 unique system anomalies,
safeguarding the squadrons 99.9 percent mission success
rate. Captain Stromberg’s expert response was key to rapidly
restoring vital communications links to Pacific Air Force in
only six hours. Additionally, he drove a 300 percent increase
in satellite data collection with the implementation of a
revolutionary telemetry capability. Captain Stromberg continually strives to share his knowledge to the next generation
of engineers and operators, dedicating more than 260 hours
to train more than 100 squadron members on engineering
level satellite payload material. Captain Stromberg identified
and eliminated six unneeded changes to the Milstar system
baseline saving the Air Force more than $1 million dollars.
His technical expertise earned him recognition as the 4th
SOPS’ engineer of the year for 2007.
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An Airman’ s struggle leads to golden future
By Tech. Sgt. Martie Moore
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Cecil Wingfield

“Many of life’s failures are people who did
not realize how close they were to success when
they gave up.”
— Thomas A. Edison 1847-1931
After ten months of technical training
for radio maintenance accomplished, an
eighteen-year-old Airman reported to his
first duty station at Laughlin Air Force Base,
Texas in August 2001. After a few months
on the job and undergoing medical tests a
report stated, ‘hand motor skills were not
sufficient to do the job.’
“At first I was devastated, I felt that I had
failed,” said Staff Sgt. Ammon Hickman,
chaplain assistant, 50th Space Wing.
At that point he had two options — get
out of the military or retrain into another
job. He decided to stay in the Air Force and
search for another job.
In the meantime Sergeant Hickman
worked at the chapel. Five months went by
and he was passed over five times for various jobs.
“After the fift h time of being turned down
I went to the Wing Chaplain and asked him
to see if a chaplain assistant job had opened
up,” Sergeant Hickman said.
Two weeks later he was on his way to a
new career.
In September 2003 the chaplain assistant
started taking some college courses without
a real course of action.
“After about eight months of classes one
of my co-workers told me I needed a degree plan and I took his advice,” Sergeant
Hickman said.
He enrolled with Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University with a plan.
“When I started college, a base education
counselor told me that if I wanted to finish
my degree, I shouldn’t get married or have
kids,” he said.
However, that advice fell on deaf ears.
“The night before I got married, I stayed
up until 4 a.m. working on case studies for

an on-line class,” he said. “On one of the last
days of our honeymoon, I left my wife at the
hotel, found a library and took a test.”
A month after the wedding, Sergeant
Hickman left on his first deployment to Tallil
Air Base, Iraq.
“On this deployment I still took classes
and [College-Level Examination Program]
CLEPed some, but I did have to drop out of one
class because I didn’t have time,” he said.
In addition to getting married, Sergeant
Hickman took on the challenges and responsibility of raising a child too.
“Two days before my wife was due with our
first child, I finished my last bachelor’s class.
On the way home I called her and said, ‘Honey,
you can have the baby now,’ he said.
Two months after his son was born,
Sergeant Hickman deployed to Baghdad, Iraq
with a bachelor’s degree under his belt.
“I say all of this just to illustrate that being
married and having children doesn’t provide
the most conducive environment to finish
school, but it definitely gave me the motivation,” Sergeant Hickman said.
His wife Amber agrees the time and effort
he put into getting a degree will benefit them
as a family.
“I feel that our sacrifice is going to benefit
our family in many different ways, the time
and effort he put in these past four years,
will affect our future for the better,” Mrs.
Hickman said. “Nothing is ever a guarantee
in life or in the military. With him finishing his education now we will have many
options available in the future. That gives
me security.”
When he started to pursue a Master’s in
Business Administration he noticed he was
doing as well as the military officers in his
courses. The thought crossed his mind that a
commission was an option. For six months he
prepared an application for the Medical Service
Corps and in October 2007, he was accepted.
Sergeant Hickman recommends that
Airman have a degree plan.
“It’s great if you are taking classes, but

Staff Sgt. Ammon Hickman his wife Amber and son Kyle pose for a photo after Sergeant Hickman received his
Masters in Business Administration degree. Sergeant Hickman will go to Maxwell AFB, Ala. for Commissioned
Officer Training in August.
once you have that degree plan, you don’t
waste time on classes you don’t need and
it gives you a road map for finishing your
degree,” he said.
As for his decision to get married and have
a child ...

“I did both of these things, and I’ve finished
my master’s; I don’t regret my decisions one
bit,” he added.
Sergeant Hickman will go to Maxwell AFB,
Ala. for Commissioned Officer Training in
August.
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Schriever Airman awarded chaplain assistant of the year
By Joan Johnson
Schriever Sentinel

Life is full of surprises and winning the NCO chaplain assistant of the year award at the Air Force level was definitely
a shock for Staff Sgt. Lance Tressler, 50th Space Wing.
Every year the Charles R. Meier Award recognizes the
distinctive accomplishments of one chaplain assistant
throughout the Air Force.
“I was shocked. It was unexpected,” he said. “I like the
idea of helping people and my faith has always been important to me.”
Sergeant Tressler entered the Air Force in December 1998
and has been actively involved with chaplain services ever
since. As 50th Space Wing NCO in charge of chapel operations, his duties include financial management and program
support to effectively utilize the ministry’s resources. He
advises the chaplain staff about chapel funds, facilities, administration, program, policies and procedures.
“Sergeant Tressler has a wealth of knowledge on the internal operations of the Air Force chaplain service,” said 50th
Space Wing Chaplain (Capt.) Chad Bellamy. “He has been
a huge resource during his assignment at Schriever and that
is reflected in his selection as the top NCO of the chaplain
service across the Air Force.”
“A lot of people think our job is easy, but our job entails
a lot,” Sergeant Tressler said.
It takes knowledge in a lot of areas from finance, contracting, administration to office security, and deals with many
high profi le programs, he said. The job also comes with
expectations and stereotypes such as “goodie two shoes.”
“We are all people and we all make mistakes. Having that stereotype or expectation can be challenging at times,” he said.
At times, people in a difficult situation who step into the
chaplain’s office will sometimes exhibit a full range of emotions, from sobbing uncontrollably to extreme anger, he said.
Chaplain’s assistants develop and use strong interpersonal
and communicative skills for people who face some of life’s

U.S. Air Force photo

Staff Sgt. Lance Tressler was awarded the Charles R. Meier Award on
the Air Force level. The award recognizes chaplain’s assistant’s based on
their distinctive accomplishments in their career field. Sergeant Tressler
is assigned to the 50th Space Wing Chaplain’s office.
difficulties. Being firm can be especially hard, he said. He
calls it corrective mentoring.
Other challenging aspects of his job include the downsizing of chaplain services and budget cuts.
“This causes us to take a new look at what we call global

ministry ... prioritization of needs versus resources to meet
those needs,” he said.
Sergeant Tressler, who just returned from his third deployment, found it challenging to be deployed with the different
military branches because they have different views of the
chaplain’s duties. He said he also found that ministering in
the field was another challenge to being deployed because
promoting religious sensitivity in a diverse environment is
tough and demanding.
“A lot of people don’t understand what their own religious
beliefs entail,” he said.
Accommodating people’s personal spiritual and religious
beliefs is part of what he does at his home base and or in a
deployed environment, he said.
His role models include his parents and retired Chief
Master Sgts. K. Carter and Jeffrey Turley. He said they were
personally involved with helping him set and achieve his
goals through their leadership skills.
When he’s not working, he said he enjoys any sport that
gets him outside including skiing, volleyball and hiking. He
is also very involved in his church and has a Community
College of the Air Force degree in sociology.
But whether it’s the best or worst of times, a baptism or
wedding, family problems, death notifications and grieving,
Sergeant Tressler said he loves helping people.
“My goals are to develop the Airmen that I’m surrounded
by, whether they work directly for me or in different offices,
to be the best they can be and help them reach their goals,”
he said.
“Great things lie ahead as Sergeant Tressler prepares for
greater responsibilities. We are very proud of his accomplishments,” Chaplain Bellamy said.
Sergeant Tressler said he plans to re-enlist in November
and continue in chapel services while possibly pursuing a
nursing commission.
“I’d like to thank the great staff here, and the deployed
staff,” Sergeant Tressler said. “They’re great people to work
with.”
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Headquarters visit sparks fond memories of Missileer Ron Greger’s 42-year career
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Ronald “Ron” Greger, an Aerojet employee, was at Air Force Space Command
Headquarters for the Guardian Challenge
awards activities, May 6. With his colleagues,
he built the Minuteman warhead model that
hangs in the headquarters and he had never
seen it after it was installed.
“It really makes me feel proud to be a part
of this family,” he said upon seeing the model.
“I have seen the young men and women on
duty today and the fine job that they all do.
It really makes me feel good to be part of
all this.”
Mr. Greger started his career with Boeing
working on the B-52 Program, and then
moved to Douglas Aircraft to help on the
Apollo Program. During the mid-1960s, he
was with Bell Aerospace as a senior propulsion test engineer on the intercontinental
ballistic missile program. His career spans
the development and production of the
Propulsion System Rocket Engine, or PSRE.
He currently is the program manager for
sustainment under the IPIC contract with the
526th ICBM Group and Northrop Grumman
Mission Systems at Hill AFB, Utah.
“You might find it hard to believe,” Mr.
Greger said, “that we didn’t have personal
computers in that age and all the electronic
technologies we have today, and yet we went
from conceptual design to deploying the first
system in five years.”
Their high-tech tool chest included the
slide rule as a top-drawer instrument in
those days.
The engine he worked on was a “cold gas,

bi-propellant, liquid propulsion system,” he
said. This used a very corrosive oxidizer and
their primary concern was how to build containment tanks for the propellant that would
last 10 years or more.
“That became especially important when
three drums of the oxidizer that were stored
at the labs ruptured after 30 days,” said Mr.
Greger. This gave them a real-life example of
why they needed to work the containment
technology.
“We were pushing the technology for containing those propellants for years on end,”
he added.
The ultimate result of that development
is that no ruptures have occurred since that
first one. This is an excellent record that only
emphasizes the demand for perfection in the
operation and maintenance of our ICBM
force.
“We never thought we would keep these
propellants in the containment for so many
years because it was such tricky business
— so corrosive — and then, here we go,
40 years and the system is still reliable, still
effective,” Mr. Greger added.
Mr. Greger said of his work on the missile,
“I feel that the Minuteman ICBM played a
big part in keeping us out of a major, catastrophic war with Russia at that time and they
still play an important part in our national
defense.”
Still a vital player in a long and successful career, Mr. Greger has no plans to retire
just yet.
“As long as the work is still fun and I feel
that I am contributing, I think I am going
to stick around,” he concluded.

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Lohr

Mr. Ronald Greger (left), a 42-year Aerojet employee who has worked exclusively on Minuteman propulsion
systems since the mid-1960s, talks to fellow employees, (from left — right) Judy Bauer, Mark Kaufman, and
Mike Marlow, about the ICBM model hanging in the Headquarters, Air Force Space Command building. Mr.
Greger was instrumental in building the model and had never seen it as it is displayed.

Win This Princess Bed!
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Home
Life
Business
RV’s
Boats
Motor
Homes
and more

David Prejean Insurance Agency

Mortgages Done Right

21 years in the Military

Your VA Mortgage Authority

• Multi-Policy Discounts
• Free Insurance Analysis & Quotes
• Active & Retired Military Discounts
Contact:
Off: 719-314-3920 Cell: 719-492-8274
Email: dprejean@farmersagent.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/dprejean
We Get You Back Where You Belong!

When it’s time to get Your Loan…..
Please dial (719) Our-Loan (687-5626)
email us at SFILOANS@hotmail.com

LICENSED BONDED & INSURED
Exclusively serving Colorado since 1997

The princess
who wins this
bed will have her
picture taken &
the ad will run
in the Colorado
Springs Military
Newspapers.
(No purchase
necessary to win)

Enter to win at

BEDS-N-MORE
through Saturday, May 31st.

204 Mt. View Lane, #15
(North Nevada Business Center)

719-473-6996
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Did you know...
Approved Auto Repair
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and Most Extended Warranties
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Schedule an appointment today

$20
OFF 10%
OFF
3000 or 7500
Scheduled Factory

Mile Service

Premium filters may be add’l charge. We
reserve the right to use a brand of our choice.
Some restrictions may apply. Plus S/M & HWS.
Please present coupon upon arrival.

Maintenance
Services 30,000 • 60,000
90,000 mi Intervals
Some restrictions may apply. Plus S/M & HWS.
Please present coupon upon arrival.

1548 S. 21st St. • 475-9424*
2353 E. Platte Ave. 632-8939*

for a weekend of
horseplay at the
second annual
Colorado Springs
School Family
Polo Classic.

second • annual

POLO

Saturday, June 7, 2008
and
Sunday, June 8, 2008

Saturday, June 7, 2008
AN EVENING AT THE RACES: GALA PARTY
Sunday, June 8, 2008
FAMILY POLO CLASSIC: POLO EXHIBITION AND FAMILY PICNIC
On the Boddington Fields • 21 Broadmoor Avenue
Noon – 4:00 p.m.
Polo exhibition, children’s activities, food vendors, beer and wine tent
and live music.
General Admission Tickets: $50 per Family (2 adults and 4 children)
or $10 per child and $15 per adult.
A beneﬁt event for The Colorado Springs School the Pikes Peak Therapeutic Riding Center.

For more information and to buy tickets online, visit
www.CSS.org/FamilyPoloClassic.aspx
or call 719-434-3501.

425 West Filmore • 520-5777*
225 Main Street • Fountain • 391-8822
autotechplaza.net

5-Star Bank Proudly Supports the Family Polo Classic
and encourages Military Families to attend.
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Bioenvironmental Engineering Reports Water Quality
Schriever AFB personnel can get the facts
about the water they drink from the recently
released Cherokee Metropolitan District —
2008 Water Quality Report.
This report (reporting period 1 Jan — 31
Dec 07) informs the public about the quality water and services Cherokee delivers to
the base population every day. According to
Cherokee, the drinking water continually
meets or surpasses state and federal standards for drinking water quality.
Cherokee, as well as the 21st Medical
Group’s Bioenvironmental Engineering (BE)
flight, tests the water consumed throughout the base. Cherokee tests the water at its
sources, and in the Cherokee water distribution system.
BE tests water at ten different sampling
locations per month for microbiological contamination that could occur in the
Schriever section of the distribution system.
The sample sites include the dining facility,
Joint National Integration Center, and the
Child Development Center. All microbiological samples collected in 2007 were analyzed
by the El Paso County Health Department
laboratory and all but one sample reported
negative for the presence of bacteria. One

microbiological sample collected at the visitor’s center on 18 Jun 07 reported positive but
all follow-up samples were negative.
In June 2007, Bioenvironmental
Engineering collected an annual lead and
copper drinking water sample from the
SAFB Child Development Center kitchen faucet that is used for food and infant
formula preparation. The sample was collected and preserved using Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) protocols. Lead
reported as none detected as or less than the
method detection level of 0.00100 micrograms per liter (mg/L) which is well below
the Environmental Protection Agency lead
standard of 0.015 mg/L. Copper reported at
0.29 mg/L, which is below the copper standard of 1.3 milligrams per liter (mg/L).
Force protection is very important to BE. To
ensure the health of our forces, BE also conducts drinking water surveillance on any water
transported to and consumed at the Schriever
AFB Base X deployment training facility.
Local water sources (ground water) include
seventeen municipal wells installed about
180 feet into an underground source of water called the Black Squirrel Creek Alluvial
Aquifer spanning an area eight miles north

Commentary:
From page 3
again. No one.
But we were all about to feel the apprehension of the “what
if.”
Going to the practice session May 16 this year was an eerie
feeling. A lot of the same faces watching that horrific scene
last year were there again, prepared to do what they needed to,
if necessary, and hoping fate wouldn’t be tempted twice.
Our hearts were beating 10 times faster than needed, and
our stomachs were in our throats. When the practice session
was over, I think we all gave a collective sigh of relief and
prayed the next two days would give us the same results. I

and nine miles south of Ellicott, Colorado.
Th roughout the process of collection,
treatment and distribution, certified water
treatment plant operators and laboratory staff
monitor the water quality for its chemical and
biological content. Some of these analyses are
required to meet state and federal standards,
while others are part of ongoing testing to
assure a continual supply of high quality
drinking water.
As water travels over the surface of the
land and through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up
substances resulting from the presence of
animals or from human activity.
The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that the water poses a
health risk. More information about the contaminants and potential health effects can
be obtained by calling the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (1-800-426-4791) or visit www.epa.
gov/safewater.
Some people may be more vulnerable to
contaminants in drinking water than the general public. These people should seek advice
about drinking water from their health care

am sure the Snowbirds, their families and friends, and all
of us at Malmstrom felt the same way.
I believed that Shawn was going to be the “10th man.” He
wasn’t going to let anything happen to his team he loved so
much. He would guide them with angel’s wings to a successful show at Malmstrom; they would complete the mission
they set out to accomplish a year ago.
I think my gut was right.
I worked the Malmstrom Open House and Air Show May
17. I watched with much anxiety the awesome, successful
performance of the Snowbirds, in a different way than many
of the on-lookers, but in the same way as those who were
there in 2007. I was happy when they finished and relieved
that it was over.
I couldn’t bear to stand the stress of watching the show
again this year. Instead, I witnessed what I could from the
deck of my home. I couldn’t see much, but I saw what I needed

providers. EPA/Center for Disease Control
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen
the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and
microbiological contaminants are available
from the EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline.
Cherokee Metropolitan District encourages
participation in community decision-making
affecting drinking water quality. To learn
more, call Mr. Kip Peterson at (719) 597-5080
or attend an open Board of Directors meeting
scheduled at 1730 on the second Tuesday of
each month at 6250 Palmer Park Boulevard
in Colorado Springs.
To view the complete 2008 Water Quality
Report, visit the SAFB web page at www.
schriever.af.mil. Consumers without web access can get a hard copy of the water quality
report at the Bioenvironmental Engineering
office located in building 210 on Schriever AFB.
All SAFB personnel living in Peterson AFB
dormitories can receive a hard or electronic
copy of the report from their dorm manager.
For more information on Schriever Air Force
Base water quality, call Mr. Michael Puleo at
556-7721 or Major Jeffrey Ellis at 567-5757.
(Water quality information courtesy
of Cherokee Metropolitan District and
Bioenvironmental Engineering)

to finally put closure to that tragic event of one year ago.
After finishing their show for the public, the Snowbirds
made a fi nal pass over Veteran’s Memorial Park, where
Captain McCaughey has a permanent symbol of his sacrifice
and a place in the Great Falls community forever.
As they flew over in the missing-man formation, a chill
overcame me in the more-than 80 degree heat, and my eyes
fi lled up with tears. I stood up to watch those teammates
of his overhead. I paid tribute to what they were saying by
standing at attention, even though I am not military, just
in the same way I would if the American national anthem
was playing. And then I smiled.
Godspeed Captain McCaughey. You were with us this
weekend; you guided your partners, helped us all overcome
our fears; ensured a spectacular show and lifted those of us
who miss you so much, to a new height.
Mission accomplished, Sir.

VA Home Loan Experts

Get Approved to Own
Your Own Home!
We make the
process easy!

12295 Oracle Blvd. #340 Col. Spgs, CO 80921
Look us up @ at www.dora.state.co.us/real-estate
MBL100010627

719-785-4860
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Sylvia’s Desert Boot Cleaning
& Shoeshine Co.

Bank from Home OR
Around the World with Internet Banking

Grand Opening!

Quality tattooing by ‘TAP’ since 1988
Multiple European award-winning artist

2230 B Street
Suite 300
719-930-4813

Hospital ‘Autoclave’ sterilization overseen by Nurse Practitioner

MILITARY DISCOUNT

FREE SERVICES

Thank You For
Your Service

Open Tues. - Sat. 12-12
Walkins welcome, or call ahead to reserve

• FREE Internet Banking

Fountain Valley’s
Community Bank

(719) 597-TATU (8288)
www.TattooBeat.com

410 S. Santa Fe
Fountain, CO 80817

• FREE Bill Pay
• FREE Basic Checking

Also Specializing in Timberlands, Lugz, & all suede footwear.

Corner of Powers and Constitution
5705 Constitution Ave.

(719) 382-5643
www.coloradomountainbank.com

www.desertbootproducts.com

YOU PROTECT US!
NOW LET US RETURN THE FAVOR!

WITH A MILITARY EXCLUSIVE NO-EXTRA-CHARGE
3-YEAR LUBE, OIL & FILTER SERVICE CONTRACT

(1)

AVAILABLE ON THE LEASE OR PURCHASE OF A NEW DODGE, CHRYSLER OR JEEP VEHICLE

500 BONUS
EXCLUDES SPRINTER, VIPER AND SRT MODELS

ALSO $
RECEIVE A

MILITARY

(2)

IN ADDITION TO CURRENT CASH ALLOWANCES ON DODGE, CHRYSLER & JEEP VEHICLES

Chrysler Town & Country

All-New Dodge Journey

Jeep Grand Cherokee

• The industry’s ﬁrst and only available
Stow ‘N Go® seating and storage system(4)
• Five-Star Government Crash Test Rating(3)

• Up to 25 highway miles per gallon
• Available Flip ’n Stow front passenger in-seat storage
• Available Second-row in-ﬂoor storage
• Available Fold-ﬂat front passenger seats

• Five-Star Government Crash Test Rating(3)
• Available upgraded standard 4.7L V8 Engine

Announcing the
Chrysler $2.99

Gas Guarantee.

(5)

Right now, when you buy or lease most Dodge, Chrysler
and Jeep vehicles, you’ll pay just $2.99 a gallon for gas
or diesel in each of the next three years for up to the ﬁrst
12,000 miles per year. It’s our $2.99 Gas Guarantee.

AND ALL BACKED BY THE BEST WARRANTY
IN THE BUSINESS WITH UNLIMITED MILEAGE.
SEE YOUR DODGE,
CHRYSLER AND
JEEP® DEALERS

www.dodge.com/en/heroes

(6)

Limited Warranty

www.chrysler.com/en/heroes

www.jeep.com/en/heroes

(1) 12 Certiﬁcates for lube, oil and ﬁlter changes for up to 3 years from date of purchase or lease depending on driving habits. Excludes Sprinter, Viper and SRT models. See owners manual for recommended maintenance
schedule. (2) Current and retired personnel, veterans within 6 months of discharge and their immediate family members receive an additional $500 military bonus on the purchase or lease of a new Chrysler vehicle.
Excludes Sprinter. Viper and SRT models. Must present current military ID, retirement or discharge paper at time of purchase. To be eligible, retirees must have at least 20 years of service. See your dealer for details.
(3) Star ratings are part of U.S. Department of Transportation’s SaferCar.gov program (www.safercar.gov). (4) Based on 2007 Competitive minivans. Excludes other Chrysler models. (5) Available
miles per year based on a maximum number of gallons which varies depending on model. Visa® /MasterCard® credit card required. 87 octane gas and diesel fuel only. Allow six weeks for activation. Excludes
Crossﬁre, Wrangler, Chassis Cab, Challenger, Sprinter, SRT,® and all other offers. Go to LetsRefuelAmerica.com, call 1-800-866-4656 or see your dealer for additional details. (6) See dealer for a copy of
limited warranty and details. Non-Transferable. Not available on SRT, Diesel vehicles, Sprinter, Ram Chassis Cab, and certain ﬂeet vehicles. Chrysler, Jeep and Stow ‘N Go are registered trademarks of Chrysler LLC.
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Arlington ‘Flags In’ tribute begins Memorial Day commemoration
By Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — More than 3,000 Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen and Marines officially kicked off the Memorial
Day commemoration May 22 as they placed 265,000 miniature flags at every grave at Arlington National Cemetery.
The tradition, known as “Flags In,” dates back to 1948,
when soldiers of 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, known as “The
Old Guard,” began the annual Memorial Day tribute.
This year marked the fift h year company-size elements of
sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen joined the
soldiers in placing a U.S. flag at the base of the gravestone and
columbarium niche of every single servicemember buried
or injured at Arlington.
In the afternoon, the troops fanned out across the cemetery’s hills and valleys, carrying rucksacks bulging with
bundles of flags. They approached each headstone, centering
a miniature flag exactly one boot length from the base before
sinking it into the rain-softened ground.
“It’s hard to put all this into words,” said Army Sgt. Maj.
Russell McCray, The Old Guard’s top noncommissioned
officer. “We’re here every day honoring our fallen heroes,
and everyone buried here is a hero. But being here for this
is something particularly special.
“It’s an honor for everyone who is part of this. If you look at
their faces, you can see that,” Sergeant McCray continued. “This
experience out here will humble you, beyond a doubt.”
Even Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Andres Yanez, who
regularly supervises funeral details at the cemetery, called
it an honor to participate in the Flags In tribute.
“We come here every day, but today is special for us,”

U.S. Army photo/Adam Skoczylas

Servicemembers place 265,000 miniature flags at every grave at Arlington
National Cemetery during Flags In. The Flags In tradition dates back to
1948 and begins the annual Memorial Day tribute.
he said. “When I look out there and see all those flags, I
know that I’ve been a part of it. I’m rendering honors to
our fallen, and I hope that someday someone renders those
same honors to me.”
Almost five hours after emplacing his first flag of the day,
and admitting he “couldn’t count” how many more he’d
positioned, Navy Seaman Shawn Palaszewski still hadn’t
lost his enthusiasm for the mission.
“We’re here rending honors to all our fallen shipmates,
and showing them that we care,” said Seaman Palaszewski,
a U.S. Navy Ceremonial Guard member just 10 weeks out of
boot camp. “These sailors and all our armed forces [mem-

bers] have fallen for our freedoms, and we’re here to pay
tribute to that.”
“This is such a privilege and an honor for me,” said Army
Sgt. Mary Jackson, of The Old Guard’s Headquarters and
Headquarters Regiment. “These people gave the ultimate
sacrifice. I can only imagine doing that for my country.”
Positioned at the columbarium, Marine Sgt. David Gray
from Marine Barracks Washington directed his troops as
they moved among the rows of niches. After returning from
a deployment to Iraq, Sergeant Gray called his first time participating in the Flags In tribute particularly meaningful.
“It’s a privilege to be alive and able to support those
Marines who made the ultimate sacrifice for the country,”
he said. “We can’t bring them back. The only thing we can
do is honor them and pay tribute to them.”
Like Gray, Army Staff Sgt. John Diggles, platoon sergeant
for The Old Guard’s H Company, said he considers the mission a special calling.
“Friends of mine are here, quite a few, so this is very personal,” Sergeant Diggles said, looking out over the rows of
headstones. “This is a way of showing the remembrance of
our fallen soldiers on such a special day.”
As she looked out at the sea of flags fluttering in the wind,
Army Sgt. 1st Class Jennifer Bailey from The Old Guard’s
Fife and Drum Corps declared the landscape nothing short
of “breathtaking.”
“The impact is huge. It’s very dramatic,” said Sergeant
Bailey, who was participating in the Flags In ceremony for
the sixth year. “It’s uniform, and it’s simple. And I think
it’s the uniformity and the simplicity that makes this so
beautiful and so unique.”

BASE BRIEFS

CDC Parent Advisory Board set for May 29
Schriever’s Child Development Center’s Parent Advisory
Board will meet May 29 at 11 a.m. in the CDC training
room.
For more information, contact the CDC at 567-4742.

Crud tournament set for June 13
The 50th Mission Support Group will host a Schriever

(
(

versus Peterson Crud Tournament at 5 p.m. June 13 at the
Peterson Air Force Base Consolidate Club.
The team entry fee is $20 and must be submitted by June
9. Four man teams and individuals are encourage to enter.
For more information or to register, contact 2nd Lt. Denise
Wright of the 50th Contracting Squadron at 567-3888.

Sponsorship training taking place June 17
Schriever’s Airman and Family Readiness Center will hold
sponsorship training June 17 from 8-9 a.m.
Training will include highlighting local on and off base
resources, sponsor responsibilities, and the effect sponsorship has on the mission. Training is mandatory for first
time sponsors and for those who have not sponsored in
more than a year.
For more information, contact the A&FRC at 567-3920.

Welcome... to the dental practice of

Jackson Anderson, D.D.S.

CIMARRON HILLS DENTAL CENTER
Comprehensive dental care for the entire family
Active and retired military insurance accepted
In practice since 1981
We are accepting new patients

Please call

719-597-9057
for an appointment

N

POWERS

The Asian American/Pacific Islander Heritage committee
will host a cultural showcase from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 29
in the Building 300 auditorium. The showcase will include
food and entertainment significant to AAPI culture.
The AAPI Heritage committee will also host a 5k run at
9 a.m. May 30 at the Main Fitness Center.
For more information about the cultural showcase, contact Hyemi Head of the 4th Space Operations Squadron at
567-3472.

For more information about the 5k run, contact 1st Lt.
Mara Zakrajsek of the 50th Operations Support Squadron
at 567-5091.

ACADEMY

AAPI Heritage committee to host run,
cultural showcase
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Minuteman ICBM successfully
launches from Vandenberg
By 2nd Lt. Raymond Geoffroy
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

Battlefield Airmen train on
Hickam base housing area
By Tech. Sgt. Chris Vadnais
Air Force News Agency

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii
(AFPN) — Joint terminal attack controllers, or JTACs, found a unique place to train
for close-quarters battle: in one of Hickam’s
base housing areas.
JTACs are part of a tactical air control
party team. These battlefield Airmen live
and work with Army ground units, and
their main function is to coordinate air
strikes in support of combat operations.
Soldiers don’t knock politely before entering a suspected terrorist hideout; they kick
the door down, clear the building’s rooms
for their own safety and then assess the
situation. The battlefield Airmen who fight
alongside them need to know how to do these
things the same way Soldiers do them.
Teamwork like that requires plenty
of practice. JTACs are seeing a growing
amount of urban combat downrange, so
close-quarters battle training is incredibly
valuable for them.
“At any time, a JTAC can find himself,
at the company level or even at the platoon
level, on a clearing team, clearing through
rooms while they’re doing close-air support
in support of urban operations,” said Tech.
Sgt. Mark Kistler, a JTAC assigned to the
25th Air Support Operations Squadron at
Wheeler Army Air Field, Hawaii.
That’s why one of Hickam’s old neighborhoods, currently scheduled for demolition,
is so valuable to him and his teams. While
abandoned buildings may not seem too
useful to some, they’re much better and
more realistic than places where the JTACs

usually train.
“Normally we are limited to a rangetype complex where they have all kinds of
restrictions,” said Sergeant Kistler. “You
don’t get the atmosphere of being in a real
urban environment,” he said.
“Here, we’re able to come in to houses and
apartment-style buildings like you might
see over in theater and they can get real-life
training dealing with stairways, dealing
with objects that are inside, like bathrooms
and kitchens, that you normally don’t get
to see so much in the urban training areas
here in Hawaii,” he said.
For the training, JTACs split into two
opposing forces: an aggressor team and a
breach team. Aggressors took cover inside
the houses while the breach team planned
their attack.
Younger JTACs like Airman James
Aldridge, who is preparing to deploy for
the first time later this year, appreciated
the element of reality the housing units
lent the exercise.
“Today’s training was more urban, with
cars driving by and people around,” said
Airman Aldridge. “In other exercises we’re
in remote locations, surrounded by vegetation and wildlife. It felt more realistic being
able to breach through doors while reacting
to realistic attacks,” he said.
In a few months these homes will be
torn down and replaced with new places
for Hickam’s Airmen and their families to
live. But for one day they were urban battlefields, helping to better prepare Airmen to
fight the war on terrorism.
“It’s training that could save my life one
day,” said Airman Aldridge.

Enjoy the Ride! ’07 Saturn Sky $24,910.

Graphic by Staff Sgt. Mark A. Schurman

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Chris Vadnais

Airman James Aldridge, a joint terminal attack controller, posts security during close-quarters battle training May 7 at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii. The JTACs were using an old housing area on Hickam AFB
to conduct realistic training in an urban environment. Airman Aldridge is assigned to the 25th Air Support
Operations Squadron at Wheeler Army Air Field, Hawaii.

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE,
Calif. — A Minuteman III intercontinental
ballistic missile configured with a National
Nuclear Security Administration, or NNSA,
joint test assembly launched from North
Vandenberg recently.
The launch was an extended range test
which proved the weapon system’s reliability
and accuracy.
The missile’s single unarmed re-entry
vehicle traveled approximately 5,250 miles
before hitting its pre-determined target in a
broad ocean area 230 nautical miles southwest of Guam.
This flight was approximately 1000 miles
farther than the traditional tests, which land
in the Marshall Islands.
“The longer flight path is part of our testing
procedures,” said Capt. Jason Yeates, launch
director for the mission. “Every three years
we test the extended range of the missile.”
The more distant impact site imposed
unique challenges which were overcome
through a joint effort with the Navy.
“This mission was different in the fact that
our normal target area is pre-configured for
our re-entry vehicle scoring,” said Captain
Yeates “To gather the data we needed in this
new location, we joined with the Navy and
one of their oceanographic vessels.”
The Navy vessel deployed 16 rafts with onboard tracking instruments in a grid pattern to
score the accuracy of the re-entry vehicle when
it struck the water, said Captain Yeates.
This cooperative effort between the Air
Force and the Navy was key to the success
of the entire operation.
“This mission was unique in its use of the
extended range assets from the Navy’s Mobile
Instrumentation System on a T-AGS class
ship” said Lt. Col. Lesa Toler, 576th Flight
Test Squadron commander. “Inter-service
coordination was phenomenal resulting in

a seamless operation and collection of the
necessary data for a successful test.”
Another unique feature of this mission was
who led the launch itself. Captain Yeates was the
first maintenance officer ever to act as launch
director for a Minuteman III test launch
While he said he was excited and honored
to perform such a feat, Captain Yeates was
quick to point out that maintenance officers
have served as launch directors for Titan,
Peacekeeper, as well as Minuteman I and II
operational test launches.
The critical task of testing and improving our
nation’s ICBM fleet has been a mission unique
to Vandenberg since it’s founding in 1958.
Through precise testing, weapon system
improvements, and the resulting demonstration of a key Air Force deterrent, Vandenberg
Airmen help maintain strategic stability.
“For the past 50 years Vandenberg has
been at the forefront of testing and improving American ballistic missiles,” said Col.
Steve Tanous, 30th Space Wing commander.
“Thanks to the hard work of the 30th SW and
the 576th FLTS, we continue a proud legacy
of assuring the readiness and reliability of
our ICBM fleet.”
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Former Air Force pilot, NFL star touts opportunities for veterans
By Annette Crawford
AF Small Business Solutions Center

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — Chad Hennings has been
known by many titles in his life: U.S. Air Force Academy
graduate, A-10 Thunderbolt II pilot, Gulf War veteran, Dallas
Cowboy.
The three-time Super Bowl champion now can go by one
more title: small-business advocate.
“Small business is the lifeblood of America,” Mr. Hennings
said. “The importance of this nation is in the grassroots;
it’s in the local. It’s not the major or federal or corporate,
it’s the individual who has the small business that feeds
the local community, provides jobs, pays the taxes for the
community programs.
“To me, that’s the essence and the lifeblood of our nation.
It’s the small-business person, the entrepreneur, somebody who wants to go out and create something, to build
something. That’s what our country is built upon.”
Growing up in Elberon, Iowa, Mr. Hennings learned lessons from his family that have served him throughout his
life, lessons that were reinforced when he attended the Air
Force Academy. He now puts those lessons into action as
president of Hennings Management Corp., a marketing
and consulting company. He also is a principal in TRW, a
rock-retaining-wall business.
“First and foremost is the integrity I learned from my
parents,” he said. “At the academy, I learned the importance
of strategic planning, the importance of tactics, the importance of communication as an individual and as a member
of a team, whether that be an athletic team, cadet squadron,
fighter squadron or in an office.
“You have to be able to trust those you’re working with
and (also to understand) the importance of service before
self, of giving back by giving your best, not necessarily to
achieve any personal accolade, but to make the team successful. Those personal things are all byproducts of the team’s
success,” Mr. Hennings said.
Sixteen years after climbing out of the cockpit for the last
time and nearly 20 years after graduating from the Academy,
Mr. Hennings still continues to be a spokesman for the Air
Force. He also speaks to corporate gatherings, stressing the
importance of commitment and leadership.
“But I also want to be able to give back, and I want to be
a part of a successful business, thus my association with
service-disabled veteran-owned businesses that I’m an advocate for,” Mr. Hennings said.

U.S. Air Force photo/Joel Martinez

U.S. Air Force Academy graduate and Gulf War veteran Chad Hennings
went from flying A-10 Thunderbolt IIs to playing professional football. Now
he is an advocate for veterans and small businesses.
He said he was moved to action after getting the opportunity through the Fort Worth Airpower Society to visit
Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio. There, he
visited with wounded vets at the Center for the Intrepid as
well as the BAMC burn unit.
“(I was able to) talk to these young soldiers who have
given their all in their service to their country, and to look
them in the eye and have them tell me how they wish they
could go back and continue to serve, that they still have
a lot in them, that they want to continue to be productive
citizens.
“That drive has been instilled in them through the service
of wanting to give back, of wanting to be productive, not

wanting a handout,” he stressed. “That’s what sparked the
light in me to be able to be a part of something, to give these
individuals a chance, an opportunity.”
Mr. Hennings said small businesses have the capability
of helping warfighters and making an impact on their local
communities.
“You take that veteran who has such service, integrity and
commitment that they gave to their branch of service and
to our country, and that ethic can translate into grassroots
effort. People are inspired by these individuals. People can
look at that individual and say, ‘He’s paid his price. He has
earned the opportunity and can sit back and get his disability paycheck from the government and do nothing, but
look, he’s starting his own business.’ They’re an inspiration
to me to want to continue to go out and make a difference,”
Mr. Hennings said.
Americans can help in this effort, not only by supporting
active-duty troops but by supporting veterans, Mr. Hennings
said.
“They’re not asking for any kind of special compensation,” he said. “They’re asking to have the opportunity to
prove that they can do it. That’s how we can support them,
by encouraging them, by providing them the opportunities
for skills training.”
One such opportunity is a program that began at the
University of Syracuse’s Whitman School of Management in
2007 — the Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for Veterans with
Disabilities. Mr. Hennings spoke to the first class last summer. Mike Haynie, assistant professor of entrepreneurship
and emerging enterprise at Whitman, said Mr. Hennings
was the perfect person to address the class.
“Chad Hennings kicked off the whole thing and really got
everybody fired up,” Mr. Haynie said.
This summer the free program will expand to the business schools at Florida State University, the University of
California at Los Angeles, and Texas A&M University.
More information can be found at http://whitman.syr.
edu/ebv.
The Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for Veterans with
Disabilities is an example of innovative thinking in the
education arena, and Mr. Hennings said it will take forward
thinkers at many levels in all walks of life to make an impact
on the lives of service-disabled veterans.
“When you ask about ways to help veterans, I don’t believe
that it’s all government, all public sector, all military,” he
said. “It’s a holistic approach.”
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CSAF addresses Air Force top enlisted leaders
By Staff Sgt. Jason Lake
and Scott Knuteson

“We need to understand that
the future is a complicated
and dangerous place,” he
said. “If we don’t dominate
the airspace, no friendly force
movement occurs on the
surface: no ship movement
or ground force movement...
nothing.”

Air University Public Affairs

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala.
(AFPN) — “We have to adapt to today’s
fight, but prepare for the fight of tomorrow,”
the Air Force chief of staff told more than 300
of the Air Force’s top enlisted Airmen during the 2008 Senior Enlisted Leader Summit
at Maxwell Air Force Base’s Gunter Annex
May 21.
Gen. T. Michael Moseley spoke with chief
master sergeants from key positions around
the globe about the challenges of today’s Air
Force and the importance of its evolution for
the 21st century.
The 36-year Air Force veteran said as the
world continuously grows more complex on
an economic, political and technological
scale, the role of the Air Force to maintain
air, space and cyberspace dominance remains
paramount.
“We need to understand that the future
is a complicated and dangerous place,” he
said. “If we don’t dominate the airspace,
no friendly force movement occurs on the
surface: no ship movement or ground force
movement... nothing. Air dominance was
job number one in 1918... 1944... all the
way through Southeast Asia and continues today.”
General Moseley pointed out the importance of Air Force modernization and recapitalization by explaining how some of
today’s cell phones have more computing
capability than NORAD’s early air defense
computers. Some of the Air Force’s current
aircraft were built in the same era as those
computers.
“We have to be able to deal with the rapid
change of technology and militarization of
it,” he added. “I can’t imagine taking the Air
Force through the 21st century with 80-yearold airplanes,” he said referring to plans of
keeping legacy airframes such as the B-52
Stratofortress in the Air Force inventory until

Chief of Staff of the Air Force,
General T. Michael Moseley,

U.S. Air Force photo/Melanie E. Rodgers

The 18th Chief of Staff of the Air Force, General T. Michael Moseley, addresses more than 300 chief master
sergeants during the Senior Enlisted Leader Summit at Maxwell Air Force Base’s Gunter Annex, Ala., May 21.
General Moseley spoke with command chief master sergeants, career field managers and other key senior
enlisted leaders about the challenges of today’s Air Force and the importance of its evolution into the 21st
Century.
2030. “We have the oldest inventory in Air
Force history. We can’t operate old aircraft
indefinitely.”
While direct conflict with the modernizing military forces around the globe may
be unlikely, General Moseley said there is a
higher possibility of conflict with non-state
enemies who use their equipment.
Just as technology continues to evolve,
General Moseley said Airmen must stay
poised to engage today’s evolving enemy.
He said Airmen need to be organized,
trained and equipped to engage enemies
from either hostile nations or rogue organizations operating without territorial
boundaries.

“The goal is to have a 100 percent deployable Air Force,” he said. “We’re an expeditionary Air Force that fights our country’s
wars on the enemy’s two yard line, not our
own two yard line.”
General Moseley encouraged the chiefs
to promote innovative ways for units to accomplish their missions and share lessons
learned out in the field.
“We can change the game just like Billy
Mitchell did in 1921,” he said, referring to
the controversial, but revolutionary aerial
bombing tests on ships by the Air Force’s
“forefather,” Lt. Gen. Billy Mitchell.
General Moseley praised Air University’s
Officer Training School innovation for merg-
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ing active duty, Air National Guard and
Reserve officer training into a standardized
Total Force commissioning program.
“Everything we do is Total Force,” he
said.
The chief of staff also answered questions
from chiefs about career field mergers, the
importance of sharing the Air Force story
with the American people and the status of
Army in-lieu-of taskings.
“Having the chief of staff speak to our
top enlisted leaders has been a summit
highlight,” said Chief Master Sergeant of
the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley. “His
vision, analysis and explanation of strategic level doctrine and focus on airpower
history will resonate with these leaders
and throughout our Air Force for years,”
he said.
The 2008 Senior Enlisted Leader Summit
is an annual gathering between the Chief
Master Sergeant of the Air Force and senior
enlisted leaders serving as command chief
master sergeants, career field managers,
professional military education commandants and other key positions representing
the Total Force. The first summit was held
here last year.
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Space:
From page 1
sensor, or SBV, did not require coolant and
continued to prove useful even after the other
sensors became inoperative.
It’s impossible to talk about MSX without
also talking about space situational awareness. The SBV has been a critical component
of Air Force space situational awareness, said
Col. Shawn Barnes, chief of space situational
awareness and command and control for
Headquarters Air Force Space Command
at Peterson Air Force Base. And space situational awareness, or SSA, is increasingly
important as space becomes a more contested
environment.
“SSA is the capability to understand where
satellites are in space, what those satellites
are, who is using those satellite systems
and what they’re using them for,” Colonel
Barnes explained. “It’s also understanding
the natural (space) environment and the
terrestrial environment as they affect the
satellite systems and the capabilities that
they provide.
SSA allows space systems operators to fight
their weapons systems and provide their systems’ capabilities to warfighters around the
world, Colonel Barnes said.
“For example, if you want the force enhancement that GPS provides, you need to
understand what the natural environment is
doing that may corrupt or otherwise affect
the GPS signal,” he said. “You also need to
know what other things are in space that
you want to avoid running into, whether it’s
debris or other operational satellites. And of

course, you need to know what sorts of things
in space or in the terrestrial environment
might be a hostile threat.”
The Space-Based Visible sensor is one
of an array of sensors involved in building
SSA. Three 21st Space Wing detachments
in Socorro, N.M., the British Indian Ocean
Territory and Maui, Hawaii, operate the
Ground-Based Electro-Optical Deep Space
Surveillance system. Missile warning units
— the 6th Space Warning Squadron at Cape
Cod Air Force Station, Mass., 7th SWS at
Beale AFB, Calif., and 12th SWS at Thule
Air Base, Greenland — also contribute to
the SSA picture.
“But it’s not just the Air Force — it also
includes the Army, which operates and manages the Reagan Missile Test Site at Kwajalein
Atoll,” Colonel Barnes said. “It also includes
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s
Lincoln Labs ... and it includes foreign operations such as the radar facility at (Royal Air
Force) Fylingdales and the Globus II radar
station in Cape Vardø, Norway.”
The information comes together at the 1st
Space Control Center, located at Vandenberg
AFB, Calif., as part of the Joint Space
Operations Center. There, space professionals look at the information to understand
where objects are in space and what they
are.
“We combine that with information from
the intelligence community to understand
not just what those space objects are but what
they’re doing and who’s using them,” Colonel
Barnes said. “And then we put that together
with our understanding of the natural environment so that we know what sort of problems or challenges we may have operating in
the environment of the day, which changes
rapidly.”

Although MSX will shut down June 2, its
contributions to space situational awareness
will live on in its successors. First SOPS will
command the SBV’s successor — the SpaceBased Space Surveillance system — after its
scheduled launch in early 2009.
“From SBV, we understand what sort of
capabilities we need from a space surveillance
platform,” Colonel Barnes said. “That gives us
a sense for SBSS’ technical requirements.”
For starters, SBSS will be more agile and
will collect more data than SBV.
“We’ll still look at the Geosynchronous
Belt, but we’ll also be able to look at middleearth orbit, which is where you find GPS,”
he said. “We’ll also be able to look at objects
that are in transfer orbits from low-Earth
orbit into deep-space orbit. When we see
that a satellite has moved or is no longer on
its current element set, SBSS can help us find
that satellite and track it so that we don’t lose
it and have to find it again.”
SBSS will act as a complement to the
GEODSS system, acting like the zoom on
a camera for space objects of particular
interest.
“GEODSS may note that we expected to see
something at one point in the sky, and it’s not
there anymore,” Colonel Barnes said, “or we
may find something where we didn’t expect
it to be. We’d then use SBSS to better understand whether it’s a satellite that maneuvered
from Point A to Point B, whether it’s a new
object or if it’s potentially an object breaking
up. It will give us the ability to dwell on one
object for longer periods of time.”
SBSS will eventually evolve from a single
satellite into a small constellation of three
or four, Colonel Barnes said.
“The first launch is scheduled for the early
part of 2009,” he said. “In the end we will

have a constellation — but a relatively small
constellation.”
AFSPC continues to improve its efforts to
expand SSA with upgrades to the groundbased components of the Space Surveillance
Network, Colonel Barnes said. The command
will also continue to look at ways of improving SSA.
“We’re beginning to find ways to bring in
what I would call non-historic data sources,
which could be operated by any of the services or other government agencies,” he said.
“For example, sea-based radar, which is a sensor that the Navy now operates, is one sensor
we’re looking at that could potentially contribute to future SSA.” Other sensors might
include those currently under development
by the Missile Defense Agency, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
NASA, the intelligence community and
others.
As ground- and space-based systems
evolve — and as space continues to evolve
as a warfighting domain — space situational
awareness will become ever more critical,
Colonel Barnes said. SBSS and 1st SOPS will
continue to be a part of the SSA mission.
“We’re working very hard in the command to make sure we can provide SSA as
necessary,” Colonel Barnes said. “We’re at a
time when we recognize that space is likely
to be a contested environment, and as such,
the need for SSA is that much greater. If
you look at our dependency on space, what
others’ dependencies are on space and their
appreciation of our dependency on space,
then it’s not hard to see that they will try to
deny us the advantage that we have today.
SSA is foundational if we want to prevent
them from taking away that advantage.”

Defending your freedom.

 7 ÊUÊ

ÕV>Ì

vÊ-ÕÌ iÀÊ À>`

£ Î  { Ê -° Ê Ó £ Ã Ì Ê - Ì À i i Ì
À>`Ê-«À}Ã]Ê "Ênää{

 Ç£® Ê È Î x  Î ä ä {
Ü Ü Ü° L  Ü` Õ V > Ì  Ã  V  ° V  

`iÃÊÃÌ>ÀÌ}Ê>ÌÊf]Çää°Ê
*>ÞiÌÃÊ>ÃÊÜÊ>ÃÊf£xäÉ°I
"ÛiÀÊÈäÊ«}tÊ
Can you have this much fun with your car?
IÃÊ>LÕÌÊÕÀÊ£ä¯ÊÌ>ÀÞÊ`ÃVÕÌ°

Free classifieds for
Servicemembers
Call 329-5210

Schriever Sentinel

May 29, 2008

15

MILITARY SERVICE DISCOUNT
for Active and Retired
of
US Armed Forces.

15%

See store for details. Special restrictions may apply.

ASK US ABOUT OUR LOW
INTERNATIONAL RATES.

GET UP TO

5 FREE

after $30 mail-in rebate debit
card with data package purchase
and 2-year wireless service
agreement per phone.

SAMSUNG a437
Ultra-thin Bluetooth®
camera phone
Available in red,
gold, or black

79

$

99

after $100 mail-in rebate debit
card with qualified data plan and
voice plan and 2-year wireless
service agreement.
BLACKJACK™ II

Integrated GPS with
AT&T Navigator
Windows Mobile® 6.0

99

$

after $100 mail-in rebate debit
card with qualified data plan and
voice plan and 2-year wireless
service agreement.

BLACKBERRY®
CURVE™ 8310
Email, Internet,
and GPS capable

AT&T STORES
Colorado Springs 1785 E Cheyenne Mountain Blvd
719-226-0804
5825 Constitution Ave, 719-638-8922

Colorado Springs (cont.)
5881 N Academy Blvd, 719-260-1438
Pueblo 810 Hwy 50 West, 719-544-6353

99

Open Sunday

24

Schriever Sentinel

May 29, 2008

UL^ZLHZVU
UL^JOVPJLZ
=PZP[\Z[VKH`HUKSLHYU
HIV\[^OH[»ZUL^H[

Capital Paciﬁc Homes!

6SHFLDO0LOLWDU\$SSUHFLDWLRQ
%WEWQEPPXSOIRSJSYVETTVIGMEXMSRJSV]SYVWIVZMGIEPP
EGXMZIQMPMXEV]TIVWSRRIP[MPPVIGIMZI*6));-2(3;'3:)6-2+7
MRXLIMVRI['ETMXEP4EGM´G,SQI=SY«ZITVSXIGXIHXLI
%QIVMGER(VIEQRS[FYMPH]SYVS[R

<RXDVN«ZHGHOLYHU

Where else

could you ﬁnd all of this included for
8LEX«WVMKLX]SYVLSQIS[RIVJIIEX&ERRMRK0I[MW
6ERGLKIXW]SYEPPSJXLIJSPPS[MRKERHQSVI
&EWITVMGIHJVSQXLI0S[W


&EWITVMGIHJVSQXLI1MHW


ONLY $86
PER MONTH?!

%GGIWWXS8LI6ERGL,SYWIVIGVIEXMSRGIRXIV
.V3P]QTMGTSSP OMHW«WTPEWLTPE]EVIE
8IRRMWGSYVXW
,MKLWTIIHMRXIVRIXWIVZMGI
'EFPI8:WIVZMGI[MXLEQMRMQYQSJGLERRIPW

&EWITVMGIHJVSQXLI9TTIVW

(VMZMRK(MVIGXMSRW;SSHQIR6HXS1EVOWLIJJIP7SYXLXS
:MWXE'IVVS%ZI)EWXXS'ETMXEP4EGM´G,SQIW«'SQQYRMXMIW
3J´GILSYVW1SR8YIW7EX7YR

7XEXISJXLIEVX´XRIWWVSSQ

&DSLWDO3DFL¿F+RPHVFRP

:X\HYLMVV[HNLPZHWWYV_PTH[L7YPJLZZWLJPÄJH[PVUZHUKH]HPSHIPSP[`HYLZ\IQLJ[[VJOHUNLH[HU`[PTL^P[OV\[UV[PJL9LUKLYPUNZHYLHUHY[PZ[ZJVUJLW[PVUVUS`-YLL>PUKV^*V]LYPUNZVMMLYPZNVVKVUJVU[YHJ[Z^YP[[LUVUVYILMVYL
1\UL6MMLYPZNVVKVUUL^JVU[YHJ[ZVUS`UV[VUSV[[YHUZMLYZ6MMLYPZH]HPSHISL[VJ\YYLU[HUKYL[PYLKTPSP[HY`WLYZVUULS"WYVWLYPKLU[PÄJH[PVUYLX\PYLK(KKP[PVUHS[LYTZHUKJVUKP[PVUZHWWS`ZLL:HSLZ*LU[LYMVYKL[HPSZ

