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Base Briefs
Volunteers needed July
17 and 18 to help with the
Schriever AFB Base Picnic
Volunteers are needed to help with
the annual base picnic. Set-up crews
are required on both days from 7 a.m.
to 12 p.m.
Volunteers are needed from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. or 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. to man
the events, such as cooking, serving,
monitoring the inflatables, etc. Teardown crews are needed from 1:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. on July 18 only.
To volunteer, contact the Military
Personnel Element at 567-5900. You
will be able to sign up for specific events
and times, but slots are limited.
For more information, please contact
Airman 1st Class Brendan Kiser of 50
MSS at 567-5900.

Crafters and Vendors
wanted for July 18 Base
Picnic
Crafters and vendors are needed to
participate in the Fourth Annual Craft
and Vendor Show at the base picnic on
July 18. To reserve your space, there is a
$20 nonrefundable registration fee.
For information and application,
please contact Seth Cannello of 50
SVS at 567-6658.

Retirement ceremony to
honor Chief Master Sgt.
Clarence H. Moore
Colonel Teresa A.H. Djuric,
Commander, Holm Accession &
Development Center cordially invites you to a ceremony honoring
Chief Master Sgt. Clarence H. Moore,
Command Chief Master Sergeant, 50th
Space Wing on the occasion of his retirement from the United States Air
Force at 9 a.m. July 18 at the DeKok
Building here. A reception will immediately follow. Dress: Uniform of the
day Civilian: Daily attire.
For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Claudia Puentes of 50 SW/CCCA
at 567-5691

Car, truck and motorcycle
show to be held at Schriever
AFB Base Picnic
Open to all. Enter your car, truck,
or motorcycle in the show to be held
in conjunction with the base picnic on
July 18 (set-up by 9 a.m.).
All participants need to arrive between
8 a.m. and 9 a.m., to park vehicle(s).
After registering your vehicle(s), you
will be provided a map and guidelines
to getting onto Schriever AFB.
Pre-registration is required. Call
Bill Clearwater at 567-3850 or Sharon
Merrill at 567-3889. All drivers are required to have: Driver’s license, proof
of insurance and vehicle registration
documents.
For more information, contact
Bill Clearwater of CONS/LGCZ at
567-3850
More Briefs page 6
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Wing commander outlines mission,
priorities, leadership philosophy
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

His father is a retired Coast Guard master
chief petty officer. His younger brother is a
Captain in the United States Navy. His wife
is a retired Air Force officer who last served
as the director of staff for the 460th Space
Wing at Buckley Air Force Base, Colo. So
it’s no surprise that family and service to
country mean a lot to Col. Cary Chun.
“I will never forget that my family is my
greatest strength and will continue to be
so in the days and years ahead,” the 50th
Space Wing commander said in an interview
June 30. “The constant love and support that
I receive from my wife and children have
sustained me through hard work and long
hours.”
One profound change will occur during
Colonel Chun’s tenure: for the fi rst time,
families will call Schriever “home.”
“Not only will we need to focus on taking
care of the people who work here,” Colonel
Chun said, “but we will need to focus on
taking care of the families who live here.
And that means providing a wonderful environment to raise a family.”
The 50th SW will evolve in terms of how
it fl ies and fights in space and cyberspace
through continued demand for bandwidth
via the Air Force Satellite Control Network;
through space systems such as Wideband
Global SATCOM, which has one satellite
in orbit; and through Advanced EHF and
GPS-IIF, both scheduled to come online
sometime in 2009.
Th roughout this evolution, the wing must
continue to help win the Global War on
Terrorism by providing combat effects from
space, Colonel Chun said. Servicemembers,
government civilians and contractors are all
vital to the mission.
“The diversity in our workforce is one of
our greatest strengths,” he said. “We all bring
unique capabilities and experiences to the
workplace, and it’s the combination of those
capabilities and experiences that make the
wing as a whole even better. We are a total
force. We could not accomplish the mission without our government civilians and

Colonel Cary C. Chun
Col. Cary C. Chun is the Commander,
50th Space Wing, Air Force Space
Command, Schriever Air Force Base,
Colo. As Commander, he is responsible
for more than 3,100 military, Department
of Defense civilians and contractor personnel serving at 50th SW operating
locations worldwide, in support of more
than 170 communications, navigation
and surveillance satellites with their associated systems valued at more than
$66 billion.
Colonel Chun has also commanded
the Space Operations Wing at the
Aerospace Data Facility, Buckley AFB,
Colo., the National Reconnaissance
Office Operations Group at Onizuka
AFS, Sunnyvale, Calif., and the
614th Space Operations Squadron at
Vandenberg AFB, Calif. Colonel Chun
has also served as the Director of Space
Forces while deployed to Southwest
Asia for Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior
to this command, Colonel Chun served as the
Executive Officer to the Commander, Air Force
Space Command.
Colonel Chun has gained extensive space operations experience working with U.S. Space
Command, AFSPC, 14th Air Force, the Special
Technical Operations Community, the National
Reconnaissance Office and Air Forces Central. He
is a graduate of the Space Warfare Center’s Space
Tactics School. Colonel Chun also possesses extensive acquisition background and has earned
Level III Certification in Program Management
contractors working alongside our military
personnel.”
The colonel outlined the wing’s priorities: improve today’s operations, increase
Airmen readiness, modernize base infrastructure and integrate modernized space
systems. Colonel Chun expects a lot of the
men and women under his command —
“Strive for perfection; we’re a nation at war,
and mistakes can cost lives.”
However, he does not expect Airmen to go

U.S. Air Force photo

Thursday, July 3, 2008

and Systems Planning, Research, Development
and Engineering while supporting multiple highly
classified space programs. Additionally, he has
supported the president and first lady as a White
House Social Aide.
Colonel Chun was born Aug. 23, 1963, in Cavite,
Philippines at Sangley Point Naval Air Station
when his father was on active duty in the U.S.
Coast Guard. Colonel Chun was commissioned
as a second lieutenant from the U.S. Air Force
Academy May 29, 1985. He is married to the former
Angeline Montiero and has three children: Thomas,
Mackenzie and Ian.
it alone. A leader’s role, he said, is to never
leave an Airman behind.
“Focus on the mission and take care for
your people,” he said. “Lead by example;
trust your people to do their jobs. Inspire
them to be the best that they can possibly
be, not just at work but in all aspects of
their lives. If we can achieve this, our wing
will achieve unprecedented success in the
mission and in the personal lives of all our
people.”

Space Aggressors get new commander
By Staff Sgt. Stacy D. Foster
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

A command space operator whose expertise
includes nuclear operations, missile warning
and space tracking assumed command of the
527th Space Aggressor Squadron at the Space
Aggressor Warehouse here, June 30.
Lt. Col. Michael Hough succeeds Lt. Col.
Miguel Colón, who will become the Deputy
Commander of the 595th Space Group
here.
Colonel Hough received his commission in
1992 through Texas Tech University’s ROTC
program. His career includes assignments
in a variety of space and missile operations
positions.
He served as an intercontinental ballistic
missile crew commander, flight commander
and emergency war order instructor at the
341st Missile Wing at Malmstrom AFB,
Mont. He was the chief of standardization
and evaluation at the 6th Space Warning
Squadron at Cape Cod Air Force Station,
Mass. Colonel Hough also served as weapons officer at the 353rd Combat Training

Squadron at Eielson AFB, Alaska. He has
also served as a staff officer on the Air Staff
as the chief of space training and exercises,
Air Force Director of Space Operations at
the Pentagon.
Colonel Hough’s education includes a
bachelor’s degree in business administration
from Texas Tech University and a master’s degree in human relations from the University
of Great Falls, Mont. He is also a graduate
of Air Command and Staff College and Air
War College at Maxwell AFB, Ala.
Colonel Hough’s awards include a Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, an Air Force
Meritorious Service Medal, a Joint Service
Commendation Medal and an Air Force
Commendation Medal.
As commander of the 527th Space Aggressor
Squadron, Colonel Hough is responsible for
preparing the Combat Air Forces, joint and
allied, for battle by providing challenging,
realistic space threat replication, training
and feedback, thus, improving the ability
of the United States and allied forces to detect and mitigate the effect of an adversary’s
space attack.

U.S. Air Force photo

Lt. Col. Michael Hough succeeded Lt. Col. Miguel
Colon as commander of the 527th Space Aggressor
Squadron June 30. The ceremony took place at the
Space Aggressor Warehouse.
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The 4th of July: Barbecue cookouts and fireworks
Commentary by 50th Space Wing
Safety Office

Cooking outdoors — in parks, campgrounds
and backyards — is an enjoyable summer pastime. Yet while barbecues provide a fun and
casual dining experience, they also provide the
ideal condition for a costly mishap. Barbecue
grills appear to be harmless, but misuse and
carelessness result in thousands of injuries each
year. While we’re anxious to fire up the grill, it’s
important to remember a few safety tips.
 Always cook in a well-ventilated area with
good lighting.
 Keep your grill or fi re pit well away from
tents, tree limbs, bushes and dry leaves.
 Keep your grill off wooden decks and away
from children’s play areas.
 Use the proper method to start the fi re —
refer to the instructions on starter fluid labels.
 Be careful when using lighter fluid; don’t
add fluid to an already lit fire.
 Don’t wear loose clothing that could easily

Heidi Witherington
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 Always follow label directions and use common sense.
 Ignite fi reworks outdoors and away from
buildings and vehicles; keep children and pets
at a safe distance.
 Light one fi rework at a time; never reignite
malfunctioning fireworks.
 Never throw fi reworks at another person or
shoot fireworks in metal or glass containers.
 Never experiment or attempt to make your
own fireworks.
 Always wear eye protection while launching
fireworks.
 Keep a bucket of water handy.
 Dispose of fi reworks by soaking them in
water before placing them in a trash can.
The best way to enjoy fireworks on the Fourth
of July is to experience one of the great fireworks displays around town from the following locations: Fort Carson, Memorial Park, Red
Mountain, Sky Sox Stadium and Cripple Creek.
Have a safe and happy Fourth of July.

Birth of a nation

Heidi.Witherington@csbj.com

ART DEPARTMENT

catch fire.
 Supervise children around outdoor grills.
 Never leave a fi re unattended and be extra
careful on windy days.
 Dispose of charcoal and embers properly —
drench the embers with water and then smother
them with dirt; place coals in a proper can for
disposal.
 Never place cooked food on the same platter
that held raw food.
Throughout our history, fireworks have been a
part of the Fourth of July celebration. However,
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
estimates that 11 people died and 9,400 people
were treated for fireworks-related injuries in
2006.
Within the Colorado Springs city limits, it is
illegal to ignite fireworks of any kind. If you are
outside the city limits, please adhere to the following tips from the National Council on Fireworks
Safety to ensure a safe holiday weekend:
 Observe local laws.
 Buy fi reworks from reliable sources.

53rd Wing

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. (AFPN) —
As we celebrate our nation’s 232nd birthday, it’s
humbling to look back and imagine the difficulties faced by those leaders who were “eyes on”
the formation of a new republic.
In 1776, the idea of a new world colony gaining
independence from the world’s most powerful
country appeared a bit far-fetched, and in some
circles of European society, an amusing and deadly venture. Yet despite the daunting challenges,
there was enough creative energy among our very
different colonial state leaders to organize a new
government and fight for survival.
The key to success was leadership; both in the
planning stages of a new government and directly
on the battlefield. Our founding fathers understood the power of leading from the front.

In the planning stage for a new republic, the
Continental Congress was wise enough to select five successful leaders to write and publish
the Declaration of Independence. This ultimate
working group included Thomas Jefferson, age
33; John Adams, age 41; and Benjamin Franklin,
the senior mentor at age 70.
Their finished product brazenly told the world
the United States of America was open for business.
The signers of the Declaration of Independence
publicly put their relatively cozy lives and fortunes
on the line for a new form of government.
More importantly, the Declaration of
Independence helped Gen. George Washington
rally his troops by putting on paper the ideals
and freedoms they were fighting to establish,
preserve and protect. General Washington faced
incredible manpower and resource shortfalls on
the battlefield in 1776. He persevered by keeping

our fighting forces intact, picking his battles
wisely, and understanding that as long as we
had a military we had a nation.
General Washington’s art of the long view is
something we all need to remember the next
time we complain about resource shortfalls or
the direction of our own organizations.
So a hearty “Happy birthday” to the United States
of America! As a nation we have both sputtered
and soared through the centuries and decades. We
were, and still are, imperfect at times. Yet during
other periods we seem blessed with providence.
And while fate certainly is a factor in any nation’s
success, I believe leadership and just plain hard
work generated our own good fortune.
In the end, we have survived every challenge
and we remain this world’s best example of what
Abraham Lincoln called a nation of the people,
by the people and for the people.

w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m

Boot Camp
was Hard...
Buying a Car
is Easy!

Todays Homes offers MORE
incentives to active
duty/retired military!
No Down Payment!*

Discounts for Military

Debt Payoff for VA Loans*

Bring in th

is a
Plus, for active duty an
mention thed or
additional $2,000, and for
secret o
rd:
retired an additional
“movie pw
a
sses”
$1,000 towards upgrades,
for 2 complim
entary
movie tickets
over and above normal
!
incentives.
No purchas
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See requirem
.
ents below.

719.322.6800
www.TodaysHomes.com
†

No purchase necessary. Must fill out registration card and financing application for movie tickets.
*Lender restrictions may apply. See lender for details.

Military Appreciation
Program
You’ve made a commitment
to our country.
We’ve made a commitment
to your family.

When you participate and purchase your
next vehicle from Bob Penkhus, new or
used, you’ll have complete
peace-of-mind.
While you’re overseas you can be
assured that your family will never
be stranded.
Battery Failure • Locked Out • Flat Tire
• Any Emergency • NO COST
They will always know who to call for
the assistance they need, including
alternate transportation.
Bob Penkhus Certified Earth Friendly

7455 Test Dr. Colo. Spgs 80918
1-888-876-7604
w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m
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Construction continues on Falcon Parkway
By Meryl Large

onto Hubble Avenue to completely by pass the construction area.
“With the addition of brand new neighborhoods, comes
some minor inconveniences and disturbances to Schriever
personnel working on base,” stated Jim Mullen, TVC Project
Director. “We are reminding anyone who drives, walks or
runs near the construction site to be aware of their surroundings, follow directions and use caution. These situations will
arise as we continue to build and improve the community
but, as a result, Schriever AFB will receive their first on-base
neighborhood for Airmen and their families.”

Marketing Manager, Tierra Vista Communities

Courtesy photo

Development of Tierra Vista Communities, Schriever’s
first ever on base housing for Airmen and their families, is
well underway. As a result, several areas on base are being
affected by the housing construction; most notably Falcon
Parkway where a new round-a-bout is being installed and
construction for an offsite sewer line has commenced.
Mike Kondus, TVC Sr. Construction Manager stated,
“The traffic control plan TVC has put in place for Falcon
Parkway has worked very well. Base security and safety forces
have been involved and traffic lights have been activated
to minimize traffic congestion. In addition, traffic pylons,
barricades and signage have been put in place to identify
areas under construction. We ask that everyone travelling
on Falcon Parkway to please take notice of these signs and
to drive carefully.”
Over the next few weeks large construction trucks will be
travelling on Falcon Parkway carrying construction material
for the round-a-bout and sewer line. All construction traffic
will be through the West gate on Irwin Road. By utilizing
the gate on Enoch Road, base personnel can avoid most of
the construction traffic.
Persons travelling on Falcon Pkwy as it approaches Voyager
Road are urged to use caution. At this point Falcon Parkway
is funneled into one lane and you may only turn left or right.
People wishing to avoid this area can choose to turn right
onto Hahn Avenue off of Falcon Pkwy and then turn left

In order to maintain the safest roadways possible and
make any inconveniences as minor as possible, Tierra Vista
Communities has used barricades and pylons extensively
throughout the construction area, keeping base personnel
separated from the work in progress.
Should a situation arise where additional safety measures
are necessary, Actus Lend Lease will take whatever measures
are deemed necessary to ensure and maintain a safe work
environment for both base and construction personnel.
Construction on Falcon Parkway is tentatively scheduled
for completion by July 31.

Base Housing Demographics
RANK

4BR
UNITS

3BR
UNITS

General Officer
Senior Officer
Field Grade Officer
Company Grade Officer
Chief Master Sgt.
Senior NCO
Airman, Junior NCO

2
5
12
26
1
22
64

0
0
8
26
0
10
66

TOTAL

132

110

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/2/2 $204,950
1327 fin sf/1655 total

Strasburg
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $209,950
1397fin/ 1975 total

Mule Deer Crossing

Middleton
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $209,950
1438 fin sf/ 2026 total

Port Royal
2 sty, 4/2.5/2 $244,950
2026 fin sf / 2656 total

Fairfax
2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $219,950
1498 fin sf/ 2094 total

Cape York
2sty, 3/2.5/2, $239,950
2476 total sf

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/3/2
$209,950
1655 sf total

Close Out
Only
3
Remaining

CLAREMONT RANCH — Pre-Opening Sale, Homes in the Low $200’s
FOR ALL SUBDIVISIONS: As a thank you to our active military buyers (with I.D.) - we are now offering a free appliance package to be included with all home
purchases. This will include a washer, dryer, refrigerator and microwave. ALSO INCLUDED: closing costs paid by seller with preferred lender.

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes:
Monday-Saturday 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree
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Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

U.S. Air Force photo/Amber Whittington

Col. Cary Chun congratulates Schriever Airmen who were selected for promotion to technical and master sergeant
during a selection party June 27. Twenty-seven technical sergeants and 37 staff sergeants were selected for
promotion between August 2008 and July 2009. Colonel Chun is the 50th Space Wing commander.

Schriever servicemembers
selected for stripes
At 8 a.m. Central Standard Time on June
26, 2008 the Air Force Personnel Center at
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, released the
names of the newly selected Technical and
Master Sergeants.
Congratulations to the following members
of the Schriever community on their welldeserved selection:

Selected to the rank of Tech.
Sgt. are Staff Sergeants:
Clifton Ames, 4th Space Operations
Squadron
Joshua Avera, 50th Space Communications
Squadron
Jesse Barnett, 527th Space Aggressor
Squadron
Corey Benedicto, 50th Space
Communications Squadron
Amanda Berry, 50th Contracting
Squadron
Jeff rey Brown, 50th Civil Engineering
Squadron
Nadine Catania, 50th Contracting
Squadron
John Chavez, 11th Space Warning
Squadron
Scott Devine, 50th Space Wing Chaplain
Support Team
Michael Ebert, 11th Space Warning
Squadron
Michael Farmer, 17th Test Squadron
Stephanni Fletcher, 50th Operations
Support Squadron
Garrett Gardner, 50th Space
Communications Squadron
Alakai Hao-Rivera, 3rd Space Operations
Squadron
Margaret Herrera, 50th Force Support
Squadron
Marcelito Hughes, 50th Civil Engineering
Squadron
Erik Knippa, 4th Space Operations
Squadron
Quentin Manson, 50th Operations
Support Squadron
John Muehlhausen, 50th Civil Engineering
Squadron
Ashley Pond, 2nd Space Operations
Squadron
Justin Robinson, 50th Space
Communications Squadron
Alain Rodolosi,
50t h
Space
Communications Squadron
Eric Ross, 50th Security Forces
Squadron
Travis Rowland, Joint Functional
Component Command-Integrated Missile
Defense
Angel Santaella, 11th Space Warning
Squadron
Lucas Schellhammer, 50th Space
Communications Squadron
Kenneth Scott, 4th Space Operations
Squadron
Lynnette Simmonds, 50th Space
Communications Squadron
Amy Soltero, 11th Space Warninng
Squadron

Taryn Stys, 11th Space Warning
Squadron
Aaron Summers, 3rd Space Operations
Squadron
Joshua Sutfin, 11th Space Warning
Squadron
Ryan Vonoven, 50th Space Communications
Squadron
Sidney Wells, Midwest Communications
Support Element
Benny Windom Jr., 4th Space Operations
Squadron
Adam Young, 3rd Space Operations
Squadron

Selected to the rank of Master
Sgt. are Technical Sergeants:
Marvin Banks Jr., 3rd Space Operations
Squadron
Amber Brackett, 4th Space Operations
Squadron
John Cavallo Jr., 11th Space Warning
Squadron
Bruce Clark Jr., 50th Security Forces
Squadron
Ira Doubet, 50th Space Communications
Squadron
Michael Gliniewicz, 3rd Space
Experimentation Squadron
Dewey Hare, 50th Space Communication
Squadron
Roderick Howell, 4th Space Operations
Squadron
Benjamin Indino, 25th Space Range
Squadron
James Jordan, 50th Logistics Readiness
Flight
Neil Lagman, 50th Space Communications
Squadron
Steven Livziey, 50th Security Forces
Squadron
Andru Lombardo, Space Innovation and
Development Center
James Malveaux Jr., 4th Space Operations
Squadron
James Mendoza Jr., 2nd Space Operations
Squadron
Matthew Migel, 2nd Space Operations
Squadron
Martie Moore, 50th Space Wing Public
Affairs
Gabriel Moreno, 50th Force Support
Squadron
Geoff rey Owens, 4th Space Operations
Squadron
Sergio Perez, 50th Space Communications
Squadron
Joseph Schulte, 3rd Space Operations
Squadron
Shannon Stromberg, 3rd Space Operations
Squadron
Gary Thomsen, NRO Operations
Squadron
Martin Todd, 50th Security Forces
Squadron
John Wininger, 50th Civil Engineering
Squadron
Joseph Yokum, 3rd Space Experimentation
Squadron

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

GET CLOSER.

Experience the new Rocky Mountain Wild exhibit at Cheyenne Mountain
Zoo. Get closer than you’ve ever dared to the animals that deﬁne the West,
including moose, mountain lion, grizzly bear and
more. It’s the ultimate Colorado adventure!

www.cmzoo.org • (719) 633-9925
I-25 to exit 138 west and follow the signs.
Sponsored by:
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BASE BRIEFS
Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo to kick off events
The Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo is asking for 40 volunteers
to assist with Schriever Air Force Base night July 10.
Volunteer duties include security, ushering, ticket taking
and barn and stall management.
The rodeo will take place at the Penrose Event Center July
9-12. July 10 is Schriever Air Force Base volunteer night
and is also pink shirt night: for everyone who wears a pink
shirt, the Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo will donate money to
the Susan B. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. July 12 is
Air Force Space Command night.
In addition, four-person teams may sign up for the Wild
Cow Milking Competition, which will be held throughout
the rodeo.
For more information on the Wild Cow Milking
Competition and volunteer opportunities at this year’s Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo, contact Master Sgt. Jason Mitchell of
the 50th SCS at 567-5542.

Leave carryover extended to 75 days
Servicemembers may now carry forward up to 75 days
of leave for Fiscal Year 2008, according to the Secretary of
Defense General Counsel office.
For more information, contact Staff Sgt. David Allen of
the 50 CPTS at 567-5101.

Education office opens at Schriever
The Peterson Air Force Base Education Office now has
representatives here each Wednesday from noon to 4 p.m.
in the DeKok Building, Room 363.
For more information or to make an appointment, contact
the education office at 556-4064.

Resume basics class to be offered
Employers receive hundreds of resumes yet only spend

seconds reviewing them. How do you make yours stand
out and land an interview? This class will cover creating an
effective resume, which format to use, translating military
experience to civilian terms, cover letters, and reference letters. The next class will be July 31 from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
For more information, contact Jenny Dillingham of the
Airman and Family Readiness Center at 567-3920

Construction areas off-limits
Areas north of the Main Fitness Center and Child
Development Center here are now off-limits.
The exception is the paved running path, which is still
open except for the southeast loop.
The closures are due to heavy equipment traffic and base
housing construction. For more information, contact the
Main Fitness Center at 567-6628.

NSPS training available July 7-11
National Security Personnel System employees and supervisors are invited to attend training at the First Term Airmen’s
Center in the DeKok Building the week of July 7-11.
Training will consist of performance management and
human resources elements for employees and supervisors.
Supervisors must attend both the human resources and performance management training to be certified as a rater.
Trainees should complete NSPS 101 training, available on
the Schriever intranet site, before attending this training.
For more information, contact Martha Larson of the 50
FSS at 567-5778.

Operation Homefront offers scholarships
Military spouses may receive scholarships up to $5,000
through Operation Homefront if they apply before July
15.
Spouses can use the scholarship money to attend a postsecondary university, college, accredited trade school, certifi-

cate program, vocational school or community college. Funds
from the scholarship can assist with tuition, fees or books
and will be paid directly to the educational institution.
The grand prize scholarship winner will receive $5,000.
Two first-place winners will receive $2,500; 10 second-place
award winners will receive $2,000, and 20 runners-up will
receive $1,000.
For more information, visit the Operation Homefront
Web site, www.operationhomefront.net.

U.S. Senior Open to sponsor military family
day
Active-duty and retired servicemembers and their families
will receive free admission to the 2008 U.S. Senior Open
July 30.
The admission includes a voucher for a free meal and a
discount in the merchandise tent.
More than 150 golfers are expected to attend the 2008
U.S. Senior Open, including Hale Irwin, Mark O’Meara,
Tom Watson and Craig Stadler.
For more information, contact the Senior Open
Championship Office at 719-471-6488.

Speakers wanted
Do you like to speak in public? Are you looking to support
your community in a special way? The Speakers Bureau can
be a great way to do both. The 50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Office is recruiting civilian and military volunteers to speak
at local schools, colleges, veterans meetings and more.
Topic of speech can extend beyond your career field, and
can also include your life, military experiences and travel.
Speakers will also have the chance to speak at events such as
Veteran’s Day, Memorial Day and Independence Day.
For more information, contact the 50 SW/PA at
567-5044.

Christopher Roy Insurance Agency
22 years in the Military

Auto
Home
Life
Business
RV’s
Boats
Motor
Homes
and more

• Multi-Policy Discounts
• Free Insurance Analysis & Quotes
• Active & Retired Military Discounts
Contact:
Off: 719-314-3920 Cell: 719-331-4476
Email: croy@farmersagent.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/croy
We Get You Back Where You Belong!

Colorado Springs 10th Annual

GETTINGMORETHAN*EXPECTED
July 11, 12, 13
OUR FREE CHECKING ACCOUNT IS ALL ABOUT EXTRAS.

Ent.com

Ent’s Free Checking,* with no minimum balance or monthly maintenance fees, a free Visa®
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Third Reserve C-130 joins
California wildfire fight
By Senior Airman Stephen Collier
302nd Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A third Air
Force Reserve Command C-130H was dispatched June 27 to help fight raging wild
fires in California.
The 302nd Airlift Wing, Peterson Air Force
Base, Colo., sent the additional airplane and
crews to join the 302nd Air Expeditionary
Group at McClellan Airfield, Sacremento,
Calif., to help battle the northern California
Corral and Piute fires.
As of June 29, Airmen at McClellan
Airfield launched their fourth day of missions
in support of the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection’s war against
California wildfires. The fires are the result
of lightning strikes that blanketed most of
the state June 21.
The Corral fire, located about 200 miles
north of Sacramento, is more than 10,000
acres wide and is five percent contained
with some structures are threatened. The
Piute fire, which started June 28, is more
than 260 miles south of Sacramento. That
fire is uncontrolled, raging throughout the
Sequoia National Forest near Lake Isabella.
Fire officials are reporting that structures
are being threatened by this fire.

More than 5,400 lives are being threatened
by both fires. Fire information is current as
of 2 p.m., June 29.
The C-130H Hercules carry the modular airborne firefighting system, known as
‘MAFFS,’ are capable of dropping up to 3,000
gallons of fire retardant per mission. The
302nd AEG has eight C-130s under its command and will launch as many missions as
California officials require to contain the
wildfires.
Aircrews have dropped approximately
117,000 gallons of fire retardant since airborne missions began June 26. Members
and aircraft of the 302nd AEG are based at
the Sacramento-area airfield, which allows
these military transport aircraft to fly with
maximum fuel loads and MAFFS to operate
with full fire retardant capability. Aircrews
and C-130 support personnel come from
Charlotte, N.C.; Cheyenne, Wyo.; Colorado
Springs.
Airmen are deployed here in support
of California firefighters and the National
Interagency Fire Center to battle wildfires
in the state. For more information on fires
throughout California, visit www.nifc.gov
or www.fire.ca.gov.

Credit for CCAF associate degrees | Affordable military tuition assistance rates
98% recommendation rate by students | Flexible start dates
Named a top 30 military-friendly college | Top-tier faculty

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Stephen Collier

Staff Sgt. Josh Crooks, an Air Force reservist with the
302nd Airlift Wing, Peterson Air Force Base, washes
down the ramp of a C-130H prior to a firefighting mission
at McClelland Airfield in Sacramento, Calif. Sergeant
Crooks and three 302nd AW aircraft and crews are
assigned to the 302nd Air Expeditionary Group fighting
the Corral and Piute wildfires fires near the California
capital. As of 2:30 p.m. June 29, aircrews launched
eight missions against the fires, dropping 24,000 gallons of fire retardant.

JONES INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
877.605.6766
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Program offers enlisted members chance to LEAD
By Ann Patton
U.S. Air Force Academy Public Affairs

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
(AFPN) — Enlisted Airmen with eyes on U.S.
Air Force Academy appointments may have
their chance to become an officer through the
Leaders Encouraging Airman Development
program.
The program, initiated in 1995 by Gen.
Ronald R. Fogleman, the former Air Force
chief of staff, delegates authority to unit and
wing commanders to nominate highly-qualified Airmen to attend the Academy.
No congressional appointment is needed. Commanders have the opportunity to
identify outstanding and deserving Airmen
with officer potential for the program. To be
considered eligible, Airmen must not yet be
23 years old on July 1 of the year entering
the Academy.

“The officers’ corps needs sharp men and
women,” said Maj. Tina Erzen, a regional
diversity director for Academy admissions.
“This offers an opportunity for those who
desire a commission.”
According to the Academy admissions
office, because of the many application requirements, it’s critical applicants start the
Academy admissions process as soon as they
can. They also stressed that because of the
current high operations tempo, members and
their commanders may have less time and
are frequently separated by deployment, shift
work or other service-related duties.
Eighty-five slots are available for activeduty Airmen who qualify for direct entry into
the Academy. An additional 85 slots are available for enlisted members from Air Force
Reserve and Guard components. Fift y slots
are also reserved at the Preparatory School

for Airmen who do not meet direct entry
criteria, with the intention of an Academy
appointment to follow upon successful completion of the Prep School.
An Airman must be a U.S. citizen or be
able to attain citizenship before entry into the
Academy the following year, be unmarried,
have no dependents and be of high moral
character.
Applicants must complete Air Force Form
1786: Application for Appointment to the U.S.
Air Force Academy Under Quota Allotted to
Enlisted Members of the Regular and Reserve
Components of the Air Force. The form requires personal information, immediate
commander’s endorsement (no lower than
squadron commander or equivalent) and
Military Personnel Flight coordination.
After the application is processed by the
Academy admissions office, applicants will be

notified concerning additional requirements
such as the candidate fitness assessment, an
extensive medical evaluation, completion
of an interview with an admissions liaison
officer, completion of the writing sample
and attainment of qualifying scores on the
Scholastic Aptitude Test or the American
College Test.
Prior enlisted cadets have a tremendous
understanding of the Air Force in general
and the enlisted force in particular and are
therefore invaluable assets as cadets and
future officers, Major Erzen said. Prior enlisted members tend to be more mature and
responsible and can help ease the transition
to military life for other cadets.
For more information on the LEAD program, visit www.academyadmissions.com or
call 719-333-8574 or 800-443-9266.

South Korean army UAVs enhance training at Kunsan
8th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

KUNSAN AIR BASE, South Korea (AFPN) — Airmen
from the 8th Civil Engineer Squadron here and South Korean
army soldiers teamed up for combined nuclear, biological
and chemical training June 23 and 24 at Kunsan Air Base.
The two-day training course presented the two forces with
scenarios requiring them to protect and sustain mission
capability at Kunsan AB.
During the training many missions were executed such
as NBC reconnaissance using an unmanned aerial vehicle recon system, main supply road decontamination,
detailed equipment decontamination and detailed troop
decontamination.
“Our Korean allies are showing us their capabilities and
how they will help us defend the base by decontaminating
personal and equipment,” said Capt. Delvin Ricks, the 8th
CES readiness and emergency management flight officer.
The South Korean army showcased two helicopter-like
UAVs, fitted with advanced biological detection and collection equipment during the combined training.
“Today we are going to verify the biological agent collecting system, in case of wartime the (South Korean army’s)

35th homeland reserve division is going to support U.S.
Air Force,” said South Korean army Capt. Park, Ki Chul
from the South Korean Army Chemical School Warfighting
Experiment Center.
Captain Ricks said he now knows what to expect from
the South Korean army and what kind of support they can
offer. The combined training session allowed the 8th CES
Airmen to we can see the South Korean army’s procedures,
give recommendations for improvement and also learn what
they have to offer.
“(We know) we can count on them, we know there capabilities and we know they are confident,” he said.
For many of the Airmen and soldiers involved it was their
first time training with their allied counterparts. South
Korean army Corporal Park, Chunyong South Korean army
NBC decon team said he hopes to take part in future combined training opportunities.
“This training is pretty new to me. This is the first time
that I have trained with the U.S. Air Force,” he said. “It’s
been a great opportunity to have exercise with (South Korean
army) and U.S. Air Force we would like to have more chances
like this one.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Areceli Alarcon

A South Korean army soldier guides a Humvee from the 8th Civil Engineer
Squadron through a vehicle decontamination station June 24 at Kunsan
Air Base, South Korea. South Korean army soldiers demonstrated the
capabilities of their nuclear, biological and chemical detection technology
during a two-day combined training session here June 23 and 24.

Welcome... to the dental practice of

877
745-EGGS

Jackson Anderson, D.D.S.

719-597-9057

N

POWERS

Please call

ACADEMY

Comprehensive dental care for the entire family
Active and retired military insurance accepted
In practice since 1981
We are accepting new patients

for an appointment

OMAHA
GALLEY
U.S. 24

6459 Omaha Boulevard
7*4"t.$t%JTDPWFSt"NFYt$BSF$SFEJUt$BTIBOE$IFDLT

Special Tuition Rate for
Active Military and Spouses.
t $250 per credit hour for Bachelor’s programs
t 10% off tuition for Master’s programs
t Credit for military training & ﬂexible military
leave policy

Online & On-Campus
Colorado and Nevada Locations

1.800.944.7667
www.Regis.edu/Military

valuable coupon

$3.00 OFF
Giant Pizza*

Surrogate program $20,000+
Egg donor program $4,500-$10,000

*Limit one coupon per order • Not valid with any other promotion • Offer expires: August 4, 2008

2910 E. Platte
473-5540

If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
some who truly knows the answers.

now accepting visa & mastercard
we hope you enjoy your dining experience
as much as we enjoy having you!

www.DonatedEggs.com

Brooks Family Eye Care
Keith J. Brooks, O.D. & Priscilla L. Brooks, O.D.
6799 Bismark Road, Suite D
Colorado Springs, CO 80922

50% Off Lenses
With Purchase of Frame. Includes
all lenses and lens options. No-Line
Bifocals, Anti-Reflective lenses,
Tints, Transitions lenses etc.

Wiley-X Tactical Goggles, Sport,
Bicycling, Motorcycling...Most
Prescreption Lenses.
Most Insurances Accepted
TRICARE, Davis Vision,
Great-West, EyeMed etc...

574-2020
Peterson

Bismark

CIMARRON HILLS DENTAL CENTER

Constitution

By Senior Airman Dana Hill

North

Good thru 08/09/2008

Schriever Sentinel

July 3, 2008

9

Memorial visit a family affair for top enlisted Airman, uncle
By Senior Master Sgt.
Raymond Sarracino

he came up with two basic rules:
Travel is free for vets and no side
trips are allowed so the focus reSecretary of the Air Force Public Affairs
mains on the memorial.
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — When
The first Honor Flight mission
Army veteran Richard McKinley
was in May 2005 when six planes
visited the World War II Memorial
ferried 12 veterans from Dayton,
here for the first time June 24, the
Ohio, to Manassas, Va. The next
Air Force’s top enlisted man — his
month, eight planes carried 16 vetnephew — was there to greet him.
erans. The month after that, 20 went
The Ohio resident was visibly
on 10 flights.
moved by Chief Master Sgt. of the
Captain Morse said he rememAir Force Rodney J. McKinley, his
bers returning to Ohio after the first
brother’s son, taking time out of his
flight and being surprised at what
Pentagon schedule to tour the memohe saw.
rial with him.
“There were easily 120 family
“I didn’t expect to see him,” said
members and supporters out there
84-year-old Mr. McKinley. “It’s
waving flags and welcoming them
been a long time. This is such a
home,” he said.
surprise.”
As word spread, demand quickly
Chief McKinley said he was deoutstripped capability.
lighted to visit his uncle.
“We were flying up to 20 veterans
“I haven’t seen him in years, so bea
month,
but were getting requests
ing able to be here when he arrived is
from 95,” Captain Morse said.
very meaningful for me,” he said.
Honor Flight volunteers reMr. McKinley traveled as a guest of
searched alternatives and discovthe Honor Flight organization based
ered that many airlines flew nonstop
in Springfield, Ohio, which brings
from Dayton to Washington sevveterans of World War II to see the
eral times a day. They now focus on
memorial.
raising funds to pay for commercial
The former private first class enU.S. Air Force photo/Senior Master Sgt. Raymond Sarracino
transportation and maintain a Web
listed in 1942, graduated basic training at Camp McCain, Miss., and at- Richard McKinley (left) reacts after being surprised by a visit June 25 from his nephew, Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney site at www.honorflight.org.
The organization includes chapters
tended advanced infantry training J. McKinley, during a trip to the World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C.
in 31 states, which have flown more
in Ireland. He fought in Western
He encountered many World War II ther, a Vietnam veteran, to Washington to
than 9,000 veterans to Washington.
Europe under Army Gen. George
Chapters east of the Mississippi River genS. Patton as a member of the 3rd Army veterans and, during a six-month period, see the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
“Since there were two more seats in the erally f ly veterans to the memorial and
and was injured crossing the Meusel River. asked each one if he had visited the memorial.
None
had.
back
of the plane, I decided to invite two return them home the same day.
He spent 14 months in hospitals in Europe
“Not
one
...
for
a
variety
of
reasons;
World
War II veterans along for the trip,”
“The greatest reward comes when a vetand the U.S. prior to being discharged in
from family issues to money,” Captain he said.
eran is greeted by people who ask them
1945.
Upon returning home, he presented his for photos and autographs, and some to
Retired Capt. Earl Morse, the founder Morse said. “I feared they would never
see
America’s
‘thank
you’
for
their
serexperience
and plans for more flights to the simply thank them,” Captain Morse said.
and operations manager of Honor Flight,
vice.
These
are
the
most
humble,
stoic,
Aero
Club
at Wright-Patterson Air Force “You know from participating that every
spent much of his military career in aeroveteran on that plane has had a personal
space medicine. After retiring from the appreciative and patriotic veterans who Base, Ohio.
“I had 11 pilots come forward to volun- experience where they know that they are
Air Force, he worked as a physician’s walk the face of this earth.”
The captain, a private pilot, was inspired teer (immediately),” he said.
revered and loved and appreciated by their
assistant in a Veterans Affairs clinic in
to
start
Honor
Flight
when
he
flew
his
faAs
he
cemented
the
concept
into
reality,
country.”
Springfield.
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Airmen bring enjoyment through
cooking at Center for the Intrepid
By Beverly Simas
Air Education and Training Command Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFPN) — The
apartment-style kitchen on the fourth floor of the Center
for the Intrepid in San Antonio was bubbling with excitement June 24 as the sound of conversation and the smell of
delicious foods permeated the air.
The Center, located near Brooke Army Medical Center,
provides traumatic amputee patients, severe burn patients
and those requiring limb salvage efforts with techniques
and training to help them regain their ability to live and
work productively.
In the apartment traditionally used to acclimate wounded
warriors back to traditional living accommodations, Tech.
Sgt. Jason Simas and Staff Sgt. Michael Leo prepared a lavish feast to brighten the spirits of all around. The sergeants,
who are enlisted aides to the Air Education and Training
Command commander and vice commander, volunteered
their culinary talents to support the Airmen and others in
treatment and working at the center.
“It is just about (the Airmen) getting to eat and getting to
relax,” Sergeant Leo said.
The idea for the event began in March as one Airman
visited another.
“I was going down (to CFI) to meet with Staff Sgt. Matt
Slaydon,” Sergeant Leo said. Sergeant Slaydon was critically
injured in October, when an improvised explosive device
detonated near him while he was clearing convoy routes,
leaving him completely blind and causing him to lose his
left arm.
At that meeting, Sergeant Leo cooked an entire lunch
including Caribbean-jerk chicken.
“People kept stopping in the kitchen to see what was going on. I ended up feeding about 18 to 20 people,” Sergeant
Leo said.
The learning and sharing from that experience made
Sergeant Leo realize he needed to make this a regular event.
He requested the help of a fellow aide; Sergeant Simas.
“I really like the idea and jumped at the opportunity to
help,” Sergeant Simas said.
With a menu of beef tenderloin covered in a balsamic red
wine sauce, French cut green beans, garlic mashed potatoes
and a carrot cake, the price of the groceries needed for the

elaborate banquet began to escalate.
However, the Randolph Air Force Base Middle Tier
Association quickly voted and approved a donation of $100 to
help supply the effort. In addition, Chief Master Sgt. Stephen
Page, the 12th Flying Training Wing command chief, reached
into his own pocket to donate to the cause.
The aides also receive full support from the commanders
they serve.
“What is cool about this is that everyone does what they
can do to help. People like Mike and Jason are the reason I
stayed in the Air Force,” said Maj. Gen. Mark A. Welsh III,
the AETC vice commander.
Sergeants Simas and Leo planned the event to serve any
Airmen in treatment at the CFI, but were cooking specifically
for Sergeant Slaydon and his wife, Annette, and Airman
1st Class Kevin Krogh. Airman Krogh lost his legs in an
automobile accident.
“We come down here to feed the Airmen, but as long
as there is food we don’t turn anyone away,” Sergeant Leo
said.
The smell of good food brought many new faces to the
doorway — some staff and some wounded warriors.
Wounded Marine Cpl. Travis Dodson came in search of
“the best steak in San Antonio.” He wasn’t disappointed,
he said.
After the meal, members of the well-fed crowd shared
some insight on the event.
“It is nice to know that other people care and want to help,”
Sergeant Slaydon said. “The brotherhood crosses the different
duties. The general’s aides cook us a meal that only someone
with a star on their shoulder would normally get.”
Airman Krogh said he just appreciates something different
from the food at the dining facility.
“It brightens the mood and morale of the servicemembers
and the staff,” said Chris Ebner, an occupational therapist
at the center.
When the last tenderloin was handed out and the carrot
cake was just a sweet memory it wasn’t hard for those involved to see the participants were changed. General Welsh
was quick to point out that the two aides serving may really
be the ones served by their own project.
“I really think it is Jason and Mike who are truly benefiting from this experience,” the general said.
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U.S. Air Force photo/Beverly Simas

Tech. Sgt. Jason Simas and Staff Sgt. Michael Leo prepare a meal for Airmen at the Center for the Intrepid June 24 in San Antonio. Airman 1st
Class Kevin Krogh assists in the preparation. The sergeants are enlisted aides to the Air Education and Training Command commander and vice
commander. They volunteered their culinary talents to support servicemembers in treatment at the center.
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Officers may apply for Test Pilot School

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFPN) — The next annual Air Force Test
Pilot School Selection Board will convene Oct. 27 through 30 at the Air Force Personnel
Center here, and officers interested in applying should submit their applications to AFPC
by Sept. 15.
The school trains pilots, navigators and engineers to develop, test and evaluate the newest
aircraft and weapons systems.
The pilot-selects will fi ll positions in the fighter, multi-engine, and/or helicopter categories. The navigator-selects will fi ll positions in the fighter, multi-engine, and/or unmanned
aerial vehicle categories. Rotary wing pilots and engineers will conduct testing on the latest
rotary wing systems to include CV-22 Osprey and special operations assets.
“The Air Force Test Pilot School is the world’s preeminent fixed-wing test pilot
school,” said Howard Peterson, an AFPC special flying programs personnel technician. “Graduates of the Test Pilot School are in high demand in an era of increasing
technology advancements on the battle field. Graduates also have a profound influence
on the designs of future combat capabilities and ensure mission suitability for use in
the field. In addition, the Test Pilot School conducts exchange programs with the Navy,
United Kingdom, and French test pilot schools to train fixed and rotary wing pilots
and flight test engineers.”
New graduates of Test Pilot School are awarded a master of science degree in flight test
engineering by Air University, accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools.

‘Falcon’ lands in Afghanistan
BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan (AFPN) — The U.S. Air Forces Central band “Falcon”
showcased its musical talents for audiences June
20 to 22 at Bagram Air
Base.
The band entertained
attendees of the 455th
Expeditionary Operations
Group change-of-command ceremony with a variety of pop music before
and after the ceremony.
During the formal procedure, the band played
“Ruffles and Flourishes,”
the “General’s March,” the
national anthem and the Air
Force song. Later in the afU.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Demetrius Lester
ternoon, the band gathered Brig. Gen. James M. “Mike” Holmes plays guitar as Senior Master Sgt.
their acoustical gear and set James Weber looks on during the band’s show June 22 at Bagram Air Base,
out to reach the Airmen as- Afghanistan. The U.S. Air Forces Central Band “Falcon” band travels throughout
signed to the aircraft main- the area of responsibility to promote troop morale and to reach out to host
tenance squadrons remotely nation communities. General Holmes is the 455th Air Expeditionary Wing
located on the opposite side commander. Sergeant Weber is the band’s vocalist and guitarist.
of the base.
“Sometimes there are folks who are unable to get to the entertainment that’s offered on
the bases ... because of their schedules,” said Senior Master Sgt. James Weber, the band’s
superintendent. “What we try to do is to go out with our acoustic instruments and play
for those small work centers.”
In addition to the small performance, the band hosted a two-hour concert open to the

13

base’s population. The music varied from country and rock to rhythm and blues. In the mix
of variety, Brig. Gen. James M. “Mike” Holmes, the 455th Air Expeditionary Wing commander, was invited to make a guest performance picking the tunes to Lynyrd Skynard’s
‘Sweet Home Alabama.’

Entries sought for military essay contest
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The Military Officers Association of America is seeking entries
for its inaugural Military Professional Essay Contest. Essays may address any topic that has
relevance to the association’s stated mission of preserving a strong national defense.
The contest is open to current, former and retired members of the military; members of
their families; and students, staff and faculty members at any professional military education institution.
Writers must be at least 18 years old and the essay must be the writer’s own work. Multiple
entries are permitted. Entries are due by July 31.
Entries will be judged by an independent panel, and the top three essays will be printed
in an upcoming issue of the Military Officer magazine. Judges will base their selections on
original thought, clarity and logic of writing and style.
The entrants will be vying for prizes of $1,000 for first place, $500 for second place and
$250 for third place.
The winners will be announced on the MOAA Web site Dec. 31.
Complete rules can be found at www.moaa.org/essaycontest.

Airmen donate medical equipment to Bulgarian hospital
HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE BASE, Fla. (AFPN) — Airmen from Homestead Air
Reserve Base recently raised $2,800 to purchase a new cardiac monitor for the children’s
ward at local hospital
during a deployment to
Graf-Isnatievo Air Base,
Bulgaria.
Reservists from the
482nd Fighter Wing
deployed with 10 F-16
Fighting Falcons to train
with Bulgarian air force
MiG-21 and MiG-29
fighter jets, but also made
a lasting contribution to
the people of Bulgaria.
The plan came to mind
when Chaplain (Maj.)
Vincent Cummings, a
U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Bucky Parrish
482nd FW chaplain, no- Dr. Stefan Lazarov (second from right) gives a tour of the children’s ward to
ticed a history of altruism Chaplain (Maj.) Vincent Cummings, Senior Master Sgt. Honey Lane and Tech.
from photos that adorned Sgt. Errol Johnson June 23 at a hospital in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Approximately
the walls of the Bulgarian 200 Airmen Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla., deployed to train with the
air base.
Bulgarian air force. The Airmen raised $2,800 to purchase a medical device
“Airmen had always for the children’s ward that is useful for patients with respiratory or cardiac
done something special problems. Dr. Lazarov is from the Medical University in Plovdiv, Bulgaria.
for the people of Bulgaria,” Chaplain Cummings is a 482nd Fighter Wing chaplain, Sergeant Lane is the
the chaplain said. “Our 93rd Fighter Squadron first sergeant and Sergeant Johnson is a 93rd FS
predecessors volunteered aerospace medical technician.
at orphanages, performed
community service and purchased gift s and valued items for children.”
The chaplain received the green light to coordinate an effort to make a contribution to the community, and met with the commanding officer of Graf Ignatievo AB.
The commander suggested giving to the children’s ward at a local hospital in nearby
Plovdiv, the nation’s second largest city.
Chaplain Cummings teamed with Senior Master Sgt. Honey Lane, the 93rd Fighter
Squadron first sergeant and Tech. Sgt. Errol Johnson, a 93rd FS aerospace medical technician, for their medical insight. The team then began fundraising.
“Everybody pitched in and we raised $1,800 after the first day, and a total of $2,800 was
donated over a two-day period,” Chaplain Cummings said.
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