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Base Briefs
527th Aggressor Squadron
Change of Command
Lt. Col. Michael Hough succeeded
Lt. Col. Miguel Colon as commander
of the 527th Space Aggressor Squadron
in a ceremony at the Space Aggressor
Warehouse here, July 2. Colonel Colon
is the Deputy Commander of the 595th
Space Group here.

Volunteers needed July
17-18 for base picnic
Volunteers are needed to help with
the annual base picnic. Set-up crews
are required on both days from 7 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Volunteers are needed from
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. or 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
to man the events, such as cooking,
serving, monitoring the inflatables, etc.
Tear-down crews are needed from 1:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on July 18 only.
To volunteer, contact the Military
Personnel Element at 567-5900.
For information, contact Airman 1st
Class Brendan Kiser of the 50th Force
Support Squadron at 567-5900.

Crafters, vendors wanted
for July 18 base picnic
Crafters and vendors are needed to
participate in the Fourth Annual Craft
and Vendor Show at the base picnic
July 18.
To reserve your space, there is a $20
nonrefundable registration fee.
For information and an application, please contact Seth Cannello of
the 50th Force Support Squadron at
567-6658.

Retirement ceremony to
honor Schriever’s command
chief
Colonel Teresa Djuric, Commander,
Holm Accession & Development Center
cordially invites you to a ceremony
honoring Command Chief Master Sgt.
Clarence H. Moore, 50th Space Wing on
the occasion of his retirement from the
United States Air Force at 9 a.m. July 18
at the DeKok Building here. A reception
will immediately follow. Military dress
will be the uniform of the day. Civilian
dress will be daily attire.
For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Claudia Puentes of 50th Space
Wing at 567-5691.

Car, truck and motorcycle
show to be held at base
picnic
Schriever personnel can enter a car,
truck, or motorcycle in the auto show
at this year’s base picnic July 18.
Participants need to arrive between 8
a.m. and 9 a.m., to park their vehicles.
Pre-registration is required. Call Bill
Clearwater of the 50th Contracting
Squadron at 567-3850 or Sharon Merrill
of the 50th Contracting Squadron at
567-3889. All drivers are required to have
a driver’s license, proof of insurance and
vehicle registration documents.
For more information, contact Bill
Clearwater of the 50th Contracting
Squadron at 567-3850.
More Briefs page 6
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Parade kicks off 68th Annual Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo Days
Members of the 50th Space Wing march as participants in a parade down Tejon Street here July 8. The parade kicked off the 68th Annual Pikes Peak or Bust
Rodeo, which runs nightly from July 9 through July 12.

Acting SECAF Donley shares his perspective
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

The U.S. Air Force Core Values of Integrity
First, Service Before Self and Excellence in
All We Do will remain in place, said Acting
Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Donley
during his first visit to an Air Force base since
being named to the position.
In a candid town-hall style meeting with
members of Air Force Space Command,
Mr. Donley directly addressed the position
he finds himself in as the newly appointed
Acting Secretary of the Air Force, effective
about two weeks ago.
“We are working through the issues confronting the Air Force,” he said, referring to
the nuclear enterprise issues and others that
caused his predecessor to resign. “We need to
build back inner confidence in our Air Force
and we need to rebuild our credibility.”
Mr. Donley outlined three perspectives he
brings to this position based on his previous
experience.
“The first thing you will get from me is
‘jointness,’“ he said. “The Air Force is one
part of a big team.”
He outlined some of the ways the Air Force
contributes to the ongoing joint fight in Iraq,
Afghanistan and the Global War on Terror
both in the United States and around the
world.
“I know the Air Force is contributing lots
of mission sets and capabilities, and it is an
impressive array, I can tell you,” said Mr.
Donley.
A related theme is the support to the Global
War on Terrorism.
“Th is is a priority for this Air Force,”
he said. “We have over thirty thousand
Airmen deployed around the world engaged in the Global War on Terror in Iraq
and Afghanistan.”
One of his first acts upon appointment was
to visit Walter Reed Hospital and speak with
wounded Airmen. From this visit he gained
an appreciation of their sacrifices and inspira-

U. S. Air Force photo by Duncan Wood

Acting Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Donley (left) is greeted by Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander of
Air Force Space Command (right) and Gen. Gene Renuart, commander of U.S. Northern Command and the
North American Aerospace Defense Command upon his arrival at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. Mr. Donley
visited four bases on July 1-2 to discuss his perspectives and address the issues facing the Air Force.
tion from them as well, as these warfighters
all expressed their desire to heal quickly and
get back in the fight. He also recognized those
who stand behind and support the people on
the pointed end of the spear.
His third theme is the welfare of Airmen.
He explained that the Air Force is a technology-driven service, but it’s most important
asset is the knowledge, experience and commitment of the people who make it all work
to support the warfighter.
“The welfare of our Airmen is very important to me, and I will try to strike the
best balance in the Air Force budget between
equipment needs and our people,” said Mr.
Donley.

After addressing his overall concerns, Mr.
Donley spoke to the issue closest to AFSPC
right now.
“The Air Force’s credibility has been tarnished, and we need to rebuild it,” he said.
“The Air Force leadership needs to develop a
roadmap for the nuclear enterprise to put us on
the right track for stewardship of the nuclear
mission that the defense establishment and
the American people expect from us.
“There is no quicker route to recovery than
the power of tens of thousands of Airmen
and civilians rededicating themselves to the
high standards of excellence that have always
been the hallmark of the world’s best Air
Force,” he said.
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QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/2/2 $199,950
1327 fin sf/1655 total

Mule Deer Crossing

Middleton
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $199,950
1438 fin sf/ 2026 total

Strasburg
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $224,950
1397fin/ 1975 total

Fairfax
2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $219,950
1498 fin sf/ 2094 total

Port Royal
2 sty, 4/2.5/2 $244,950
2026 fin sf / 2656 total

Cape York
2sty, 3/2.5/2, $239,950
2476 total sf

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/3/2
$209,950
1655 sf total

Close Out
Only
3
Remaining

CLAREMONT RANCH — Pre-Opening Sale, Homes in the Low $200’s
Buy one of our homes during the month of July and receive a $500 gift card from Lowe’s!
FOR ALL SUBDIVISIONS: As a thank you to our active military buyers (with I.D.) - we are now offering a free appliance package to be included with all home
purchases. This will include a washer, dryer, refrigerator and microwave. ALSO INCLUDED: closing costs paid by seller with preferred lender.

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes:
Monday-Saturday 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

Pilots
wanted.
(
)
No experience necessary.
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Show proper respect to U.S. flag
Commentary by Maj. Kelli A. Molter
Air Force Services Combat Operations Division

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — We mark the
232nd birthday of our nation this week, and
proud citizens across the country will display
the American flag throughout the Fourth of July
weekend as a celebration of our independence
— some of them incorrectly.
Independence Day reminds me of growing up
with a proud, passionately patriotic father — an
Army and Berlin Airlift veteran — who vigorously coached me and my sisters in proper flag
handling, including keeping the flag from touching the ground and the consequences of having
to burn it should we fall short in that duty.
This rule has always occurred to me as drastic,
so I checked the Federal Flag Code (Public Law
94-344) to corroborate it and discovered it wasn’t
necessarily so.

What I did find was the following:
 The flag should never touch anything beneath it such as the ground, floor, or water.
 The flag, when it is in such condition that it
is no longer a fitting emblem for display, should
be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by
burning.
I read on and found more code my dad and
others might fi nd surprising and useful —
particularly as we display the stars and stripes
throughout neighborhoods, parks and parades
this weekend.

Check out these codes here:
 It is universal custom to display the flag
only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and
on stationary flag staffs in the open. However,
when a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may be

displayed 24 hours a day if properly illuminated
during hours of darkness.
 When the flag is displayed from a staff projecting from a window sill, balcony or front of a
building, the union of the flag should be placed
at the peak of the staff unless the flag is at halfstaff.
 When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should be uppermost and to the flag’s own right — that is, to the
observer’s left. When displayed in a window, the
flag should be displayed in the same way, with
the union or blue field to the left of the observer
in the street.
 When used on a speaker’s platform, the
flag — if displayed flat — should be displayed
See Respect page 9

Any drinking means no driving
Commentary by
Chief Master Sgt. Alan Houchens
22nd Security Forces Squadron

MCCONNELL AIR FORCE BASE, Kan.
(AFPN) — After 29 years, it’s still as if it happened yesterday. And, memory means a lot at
my age.
I was 18 years old and driving home on a rainy
night. I had my own car; gas was under a dollar;
my 8-track tape player was playing, and I was
going to see the world at the expense of the Air
Force.
A set of headlights appeared in my lane, and
with no time to react, we impacted. The hood
folded. The engine pushed through the dashboard,
and I was slammed into the windshield.
Blinded by the blood pouring from my head
wounds, I climbed from the wreckage. I stumbled
to my feet only to collapse and wake up in the
hospital.

The officer said the other driver was drunk
and was going at least 80 miles per hour when
he slammed into me. It was my second accident
with a drunk driver in less than a year.
I healed and set out on my career as a security police law enforcement specialist. At every
chance, I would seek out the drunk drivers to
see them punished while developing a zero tolerance reputation.
Fast forward ten years to my own revelation
where the cuisine of unit barbecues flowed from
a keg.
I intended to drive, knowing I was not drunk.
I was well trained in the effects of alcohol and
much too smart to drive drunk. The unit had
received portable breath tests, and I was curious to see how they worked but unsure if I had
drunk enough to register a reading.
I was in denial when the reading showed I
was “over the limit.” I was upset when my lack

of situational and self awareness almost put me
in a position I so adamantly and vehemently
condemned others for. If my self-awareness
was so far off, had I unknowingly driven drunk
before?
I thought about the many driving under the
influence apprehensions I had made and how the
drivers almost always felt they were not drunk,
even as some poured themselves out of the car
and low crawled to me.
These situations have convinced me law enforcement alone is not the key to DUI prevention,
the primary tenants must include education and
prevention. This takes a concentrated effort by
all Airmen, which is why the wing commander
has asked for an action group to work in the
education and prevention arenas.
In the next couple of days a call-to-arms will
See Drinking page 9

Winning Smiles For Everyone!
Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

EXPERIENCED, CARING AND GENTLE
Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

Personal Dentistry with a Soft Touch for
Children, Parents & Grandparents.

SAME DAY EMERGENCY CARE

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

597-9737

www.powersdentalgroup.com
Caring For Smiles Since 1974
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Todays Homes offers MORE
incentives to active
duty/retired military!
No Down Payment!*
Debt Payoff for VA Loans*

Bring in th

is ad
Plus, for active duty an
mention the or
additional $2,000, and for
secret o
rd:
retired an additional
“movie pw
asses”
$1,000 towards upgrades,
for 2 complim
en
movie ticketstary
over and above normal
!
incentives.
No purchas
e necessary.†
See requirem
ents below.

719.322.6800
www.TodaysHomes.com
†

No purchase necessary. Must fill out registration card and financing application for movie tickets.
*Lender restrictions may apply. See lender for details.

Volunteers needed for
base picnic next week
By Staff Sgt. Daniel Martinez
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

ATTENTION PRE-OWNED BUYERS!
Buy
A Pre-Owned Vehicle From

Triple Your Economic
Stimulus Check!
CASTLE ROCK

Medved

You must buy or lease from Medved to qualify. $600 individual
economic stimulus payments tripled to a max of $1800. Cannot be
used in conjunction with other offers. W.A.C. See Medved for details.

Receive
Or $3500And
Trade
in Guarantee!
Push, Pull, or Drag!

1,000 Gallons

W.A.C. Must present proof of trade ownership prior to negotiations.
Excludes dealer demos, other adv units. Must present $3500 trade
in offer prior to negotiations

Of Gas.

Or No Trade?
Don’t want to use
2007 Chevy
Silverado
stock# P2032 only 8000
miles ..................... 22,999
your
stimulus
check?
2003 Hummer H2 stock# EB46744A loaded ........................................ 17,999
Westock#will
make the
2006 Ford F-150
R641487A only 12,000 miles........................... 17,999
2007
GMC three
Sierra 2500payments
stock# F196575a – Diesel SLTfor
4X4 ...............
32,999
first
you!
Purchase Price $12,999 Minimum. No Push, Puill Or Drag, W.A.C. Based On $3.75/ Gallon.
Not Valid With Any Other Offers.
$
$
$
$

$
2006 Dodge
2500advertisement
stock# 8195069a
Diesel 4x4 loaded
WAC.Ram
Must present
prior to –negotiations.
Excludes.......... 27,799
demos, any adv units. Offer for pre owned vehicles only.

Prices do not include Push, Pull, Drag or 1000 gallons of gas

The warm summer months provide the
perfect opportunity to enjoy barbeques,
sports and outdoor activities. Schriever’s
annual base picnic is no exception when it
comes to having fun in the sun.
The base picnic, which will be held
July 18 near the softball field, will include
many Schriever picnic staples including
plenty of free food and events for the whole
family.
In order to make this year’s picnic as
successful as those in the past, picnic organizers are looking for volunteers July 17
and 18 to set up, man booths, serve food
and tear down.
“We couldn’t hold an event of this
magnitude without our Airman and civilian volunteers,” said picnic chairman

John Brunfeldt of the 50th Force Support
Squadron. “To make this event just as good
if not better than last year’s, we could definitely use a helping hand.”
Schriever personnel interested in volunteering for the base picnic can contact the
50th FSS at 567-5900 or stop by the Military
Personnel Office’s customer service section
in the DeKok building.
Returning to this year’s picnic is team
tug-of-war, the ice cream eating contest,
a craft fair, several inflatables for all ages,
the bungee trampoline, the gyroscope,
and softball games in addition to other
activities.
“This year we will have ‘Hardy’ the camel
for children’s rides, weapons and tactical
vehicle displays, a strong man and woman event, a hot wing eating contest and a
custom automobile, motorcycle and truck
show,” Mr. Brunfeldt said.

The following is a timeline for some of the events planned for
the base picnic:
 Family 5K Fun Run/Walk at 8:30 a.m. outside the Main Fitness Center
 Group All-Star Softball games starting at 9:30 a.m. at the softball field
 Food serving at 10:30 a.m. at the dining tent area
 Hot wings eating contest at 11:00 a.m. at the youth event area
 Strong man/woman challenge at 11:30 a.m. at Hahn Avenue
 K9 demonstration at 11:30 a.m. at the softball field
 Group All-Star Softball Championship game at 12:30 p.m. at the softball

Just Minutes North of Academy

Just Minutes North of Academy

www.medved.com
www.medved.com

field
 Ice cream eating contest at 1 p.m. at the youth event area
 Tug-O-War at 1 p.m. at the south end of the softball field
 Tricycle relay races at 1 p.m. at Hahn Avenue

877-8123
Mark
Varia
(888) (888)
877-8123
AskAsk
for for
Brent
McMillen

 Airman versus 5/6 Council Kickball game at 1:30 p.m. at the softball field
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50th CES welcomes Former 2nd SOPS officer
newest commander to command 50th OSS
By Staff Sgt. Stacy D. Foster

By Staff Sgt. Don Branum

50th Space Wing Public Affairs

Think of any civil engineering squadron on any Air Force base, and thoughts of
heavy duty trucks and equipment come to
mind. Things were no different during the
50th Civil Engineering Squadron changeof-command ceremony here June 30.
With a 19-ton road grader serving as a
backdrop, Lt. Col. Daniel J. Clairmont assumed command of the squadron, replacing
Lt. Col. Timothy Fuller, who will become
Chief of the Civil Engineering Operations
Support Branch, Air Combat Command,
Langley AFB, Va.
Colonel Clairmont received his commission through the Air Force ROTC in
1989 after graduating from Western New
England College in Springfield, Mass. His
past assignments include Chief of Mission
Realignment, 22nd CES at March AFB,
Calif., Operations Flight commander,
673rd CES at Eareckson Air Station, Ark.,
Chief of Environmental Compliance,
86th CES, Ramstein Air Base, Germany,
Operations Flight commander, 786th CES,
Ramstein AB, Operations Flight commander, 325th CES, Tyndall AFB, Fla.,
Chief of Operations and Readiness, United
States Central Command, Shaw AFB,
S.C., Chief of Incident Management and
Modernization, ACC, Langley AFB, and
Chief of CE Operations Support Branch,
ACC, Langley AFB.
Colonel Clairmont graduated from
Western New England College, Mass., in
1989 with a Bachelor of Science in mechanical engineering. In 1995 he completed his
Master of Science in engineering and environmental management at the Air Force
Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson
AFB, Ohio. Colonel Clairmont’s military
education includes Squadron Officer School

50th Space Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force photo

Lt. Col. Daniel Clairmont assumed command of the
50th Civil Engineering Squadron in the heavy equipment shop here June 30. Colonel Clairmont replaced
Lt. Col. Timothy Fuller, who will become Chief of the
Civil Engineering Operations Support Branch, Air
Combat Command, Langley AFB, Va.
in residence at Maxwell AFB, Ala., Air
Command and Staff College and Air War
College by correspondence.
His awards include a Bronze Star Medal,
four Meritorious Service Medals, three Air
Force Commendation Medals, and an
Achievement Medal.
As commander of the 50th CES, Colonel
Clairmont will be responsible for providing utilities, environmental services, fire
protection, construction, operations and
maintenance of real property facilities and
their supporting infrastructure for the 50th
Space Wing and 12 geographically separated units worldwide.

Look Mom,
We’re Free!

A former operations officer for Schriever’s
own 2nd Space Operations Squadron returned
to assume command of the 50th Operations
Support Squadron in a ceremony June 19 in
the DeKok Building Atrium here.
Lt. Col. Harold “Stormy” Martin succeeded Lt. Col. William “Bud” Robey, who
will attend the Air War College at Maxwell
Air Force Base, Ala.
Colonel Martin returns to Schriever
from a role at Headquarters Air Force
Space Command as the Command Lead
for Positioning, Navigation and Timing
at Peterson AFB. His other assignments
include Director of the Air Force Deputy
Chief of Staff for Air and Space Operations
Action Group at the Pentagon, liaison to the
National Reconnaissance Office at Onizuka
Air Force Station, Calif., and crew commander and chief of operations scheduling for 1st
SOPS here. He deployed as an executive officer during Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm to the 801st Provisional Air
Refueling Wing and for the 801st Provisional
Bomb Wing Logistics Deputate at Moron
Air Base, Spain.
Colonel Martin graduated from Purdue
University, IN., in 1986 and received a commission through Officer Training School Jan.
27, 1988. His military education includes Air
War College by correspondence, and Air
Command and Staff College and Squadron
Officer School at Maxwell AFB. He holds
a Bachelor of Science degree in Honors
Mathematics from Purdue University, a
Master of Science in Space Operations from
Webster University in Colorado Springs and
a Master of Military Operational Art and
Science degree from ACSC.
His awards include three Meritorious

U.S. Air Force photo

Lt. Col. Harold “Stormy” Martin succeeded Lt. Col.
William “Bud” Robey in a ceremony June 19 in the
DeKok Building Atrium here. Colonel Martin, a former operations officer with the 2nd Space Operations
Squadron here, is the former Command Lead for
Positioning, Navigation and Timing at Peterson AFB.
Colonel Robey will be attending the Air War College
at Maxwell AFB, Ala.
Service Medals, three Air Force
Commendation Medals and two Southwest
Asia Service Medals.
As commander of the 50th OSS, Colonel
Martin will be responsible for managing and
conducting training programs, ensuring the
combat readiness of a 530-person crew force
that operates more than 50 Department of
Defense satellites, implementing the 50th
Space Wing’s space weapons and tactics
program, overseeing space modernization
and upgrades for operations and providing
intelligence support to the 50th SW.

e
d
i
r
a
Take the sky.
through
Introducing the new Mountaineer Sky Ride…an open-air,
chairlift-style ride through the skies over Cheyenne
Mountain Zoo, offering spectacular views of the
mountains, city and plains. Available with
or without Zoo admission,
it’s high adventure!
Hours: 9 a.m. to dark
as weather permits
Ages 12 and over: $5.00
Ages 3-11: $4.00

The2008U.S.SeniorOpenis
majorfunforthewholefamily!
Kids17andunderareadmittedfreetothe
U.S.SeniorOpenwithaticketedadultandone
adultcanescortupto9kids!Plus,whenthey
visittheUSGAJuniorTent,kidswillreceivea
freehat,lunchvoucherandothergoodies
courtesyoftheUSGA.

Military ticket information - 719-471-6488
U.S. Senior Open | The Broadmoor
July 28-August 3, 2008 | www.2008ussenioropen.com

Sponsored by:

Take I-25 to exit 138, go west and follow the signs.

tXXXDN[PPPSH
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Missile wings redesignated, regain history
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Th ree of the command’s former space
wings have been redesignated to more accurately reflect their function. The 90th, 91st,
and 341st Space Wings are now missile wings.
This is the final event in an action that began
about a year ago.
“Today we are going back to a name of
historical and time-honored significance,
built by a proud and illustrious past. Missiles
are in our blood and we are going back to our
true heritage,” said Col. Christopher Ayres,
commander, 91st Missile Wing.
At the end of the Cold War, the missile

wings were renamed as space wings, beginning an unintended move away from focusing on the important mission the wings had
been created to perform. For the missileers,
the decade under the space wing designator
was a time of mixed messages. There was
a nuclear missile fleet to maintain and extremely high standards of maintenance and
training to adhere to and yet, these Airmen
were, perhaps, the only wings in the Air Force
whose names did not reflect their everyday
function.
Col. Sandy Finan, the head of the nuclear
capabilities in the Air, Space and Nuclear
Operations directorate (A3N) for Air
Force Space Command said, “We operate,

maintain, support and secure our nations
most powerful weapons system. That is an
awesome responsibility and every one of
those Airmen, both out in the field and at
the various headquarters understand that
responsibility.”
The importance of the nuclear deterrent
provided by the newly re-designated wings
was captured best by Col. Michael Morgan,
commander, 90th Missile Wing.
“Many nations, many allies rely on us to
provide safety and security for them. And
part of that safety and security is providing
a nuclear deterrent that insures any potential
adversary out there understands that we will
defend ourselves, ensure our survivability

and that of our allies.”
To those outside of the missileer culture the
name change may be a small thing; however,
to those members of the wings now regaining their lineage, built by five generations of
Airmen before them, this is a very important
change.
“Someone said a long time ago, history
gives you perspective, but heritage gives you
pride,” said Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander, Air Force Space Command, at a
recent museum dedication. His comment
is especially applicable to the missile wings
as they step off into the future, once again
bearing the designator they were meant to
have.

BASE BRIEFS
Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo to kick off events
The Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo is asking for 40 volunteers
to assist with Schriever Air Force Base night July 10.
Volunteer duties include security, ushering, ticket taking
and barn and stall management.
The rodeo will take place at the Penrose Event Center
July 9-12. July 10 is Schriever volunteer night and is pink
shirt night. For everyone who wears a pink shirt, the Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo will make a donation to the Susan B.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. July 12 is Air Force Space
Command night.
In addition, four-person teams may sign up for the Wild
Cow Milking Competition, which will be held throughout
the rodeo.
For more information on the Wild Cow Milking
Competition and volunteer opportunities at this year’s Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo, contact Master Sgt. Jason Mitchell of
the 50th Space Communications Squadron at 567-5542.

Marian House Volunteers
Volunteers are needed to help out at the Marian House
Soup Kitchen July 12.
The first shift, 7 a.m. to 10 a.m., is food preparation and
cooking. The second shift, 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. is serving
and clean up.
For more information, contact Len Packer of the National
Reconnaissance Office Operations Squadron at 567-7707.

Leave carryover extended to 75 days
Servicemembers may now carry forward up to 75 days
of leave for Fiscal Year 2008, according to the Secretary of
Defense General Counsel office.
For more information, contact Staff Sgt. David Allen of
the 50th Comptroller Squadron at 567-5101.

Volunteers needed for bi-monthly blood
drive
The bi-monthly Memorial Blood Bank blood drive will

take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 16 in the Bldg. 300
Auditorium.
Eighteen volunteers are needed. The positions available
are morning and afternoon drivers, set-up and tear down
crew, and escorts. All positions will require approximately
a two-hour commitment.
To volunteer or for more information, contact Tech.
Sgt. LaDonna Burnett of the 50th Space Communications
Squadron at 567-6173.

Troops To Teachers
Troops to Teachers is offering a free informational luncheon July 22 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the First Term
Airmen Center.
Lunch will be provided. This briefing will explain the
teaching certification processes and programs as well as
the scholarships available. Bring three to four copies of
your resume and official college transcripts to speed up
the process. To register, go to the following link, https://
afkm.wpaf b.af.mil/saf b_pdc_ftac. Attendance is limited
to only 40 personnel and registration is first come, first
serve.
For more information, contact Master Sgt. Scott Dillingham
of the 50th Force Support Squadron at 567-5927

Education office opens at Schriever
The Peterson Air Force Base Education Office now has
representatives here each Wednesday from noon to 4 p.m.
in the DeKok Building, Room 363.
For more information or to make an appointment, contact
the education office at 556-4064.

Resume basics class to be offered
Schriever Airman and Family Readiness Center will hold
a resume class from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. July 31.
This class will cover creating an effective resume, which
format to use, translating military experience to civilian
terms, cover letters, and reference letters.

For more information, contact Jenny Dillingham of the
AFRC at 567-3920.

Construction areas off-limits
Areas north of the Main Fitness Center and Child
Development Center here are now off-limits.
The paved running path will stay open except for the
southeast loop. The closures are due to heavy equipment
traffic and base housing construction.
For more information, contact the Main Fitness Center
at 567-6628.

U.S. Senior Open to sponsor military family
day
Active-duty and retired servicemembers and their families
will receive free admission to the 2008 U.S. Senior Open
July 30.
The admission includes a voucher for a free meal and a
discount in the merchandise tent.
More than 150 golfers are expected to attend the 2008
U.S. Senior Open, including Hale Irwin, Mark O’Meara,
Tom Watson and Craig Stadler.
For more information, contact the Senior Open
Championship Office at 471-6488.

Speakers wanted
Do you like to speak in public? Are you looking to support
your community in a special way? The Speakers Bureau can
be a great way to do both. The 50th Space Wing Public Affairs
Office is recruiting civilian and military volunteers to speak
at local schools, colleges, veterans meetings and more.
Topic of speech can extend beyond your career field, and
can also include your life, military experiences and travel.
Speakers will also have the chance to speak at events such as
Veteran’s Day, Memorial Day and Independence Day.
For more information, contact the 50th Space Wing Public
Affairs at 567-5044.
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By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs Office

What started as the simple idea of a clock in space with
an absolutely known location to aid the U.S. military in
navigation has given birth to a technological explosion with
reverberations throughout the world. Not only are Americans
empowered by this technology, scientists from Asia, aviators
and airport managers in Africa and farmers in Europe are
becoming safer and more productive because of it.
What is being done with this “very accurate clock?” On
the military side it provides precision strike capabilities,
the locations of friendly forces and vehicles, timing and
much, much more.
The military was the earliest and most noted beneficiary
of GPS technology, and probably is the user that comes to
mind first for most people. However, the civilian world has
benefited tremendously from GPS, too, and much less is
known about that aspect of the story.
“GPS is not just an American capability,” General Hyten
said. “GPS has become the gold standard for the world. Our
job is to maintain that gold standard. And we are going to do
it because it is critical to so many capabilities in the military
and civilian worlds.”
Some ways GPS touches us all include:
Timing: According to the GPS website, precise time is
crucial to a variety of economic activities around the world.
Communication systems, electrical power grids, and financial
networks all rely on precision timing for synchronization and
operational efficiency. The free availability of GPS time has
enabled cost savings for companies that depend on precise
time. They can link to the GPS system at no cost and get the
most accurate time available.
Roads, Highways and Railroads: One of the most obvious
uses of GPS is to track vehicles as they travel through the air,
on the ground and over water. Building on that foundation,
modern ground transportation industries and governmental
elements use GPS to operate business more effectively and
move huge numbers of people every day.

According to www.gps.gov, the U.S. government website
on GPS, “using GPS technology to help track and forecast
the movement of freight has made a logistical revolution.”
“The promise of GPS Technology for increasing safety
and security, reducing congestion, and improving efficiency
are limitless. Quite simply, GPS has become the enabling
technology for transportation,” said Jeff rey N. Shane, Under
Secretary for Policy, U.S. Department of Transportation.
Aviation: GPS provides new and more efficient routes that
save carriers money and get passengers to their destinations
faster. The U.S. government GPS webpage says that, “the trend
toward an Area Navigation concept means a greater role for
GPS. Area Navigation allows aircraft to fly user-preferred
routes from waypoint to waypoint, where waypoints do not
depend on ground infrastructure.”
Marine: GPS provides the fastest and most accurate method for mariners to navigate, measure speed, and determine
location. This enables increased levels of safety and efficiency
for mariners worldwide. Marine users need very specific
information relating to the sea bed, navigable channels, and
other pieces of maritime data that enables them to navigate
safely. Of course, the sea itself is reasonably featureless, but
beneath the surface, quite some detail is needed to be sure
that the vessel will not become grounded.
Space: Space exploration has any number of inherent
levels of difficulty. NASA is looking at GPS as a model for
position-navigation and timing systems that would support
a permanent astronaut base on the moon, as well as for when
they send astronauts to Mars. These could support geographical and scientific explorations of the moon and Mars. The
potential is that, using GPS as the model, several lunar and

planetary systems could be built and deployed as the human
exploration of space moves outward into the universe.
Agriculture: Precision agriculture is now changing the way
farmers and agribusiness view the land from which they reap
their profits. Precision agriculture is an information-based
agricultural system designed to improve the agricultural
process by precisely managing each step of the planting,
fertilizing, growing and harvesting processes to ensure maximum agricultural production and continued sustainability
of the natural resources. The end result is that farmers and
ranchers can now manage their land by the square yard
instead of the square mile.
Environment: Opportunities for GPS technologies to serve
the environment are constantly being exploited and developed. Technology writer Elwyn McLachlan with Trimble
Navigation Ltd. wrote “Forest and natural resource applications can achieve significant gains through employing GPS
data collection technologies.
“Where previously data was collected using pen and paper,
estimating locations on paper maps, or using a compass and
chain to determine positions, GPS systems have allowed data
collection to be streamlined, and result in more accurate
and consistent information,” McLachlan added. “The use of
GPS to provide location information is now commonplace,
and cases are coming to court where proof of ownership or
liability is tied to GPS-derived data.
Public Safety and Disaster Relief:
In a Sept. 21, 2006 speech to a U.S. Chamber of Commerce
luncheon in Washington, D.C., Edward Morris, director of the
See GPS page 9
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Installation Acquisition Transformation, changing the way Air Force does business
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

It is said that warfighters win battles, and
logisticians win wars. What hasn’t been said
is that the acquisition team provides both
with the beans, bombs and bullets to get it
done. Effective acquisition strategies can be
as important to ultimate victory as effective
battle strategies.
In late 2005, Mr. Charlie E. Williams Jr.,
deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force
for contracting chartered the Installation
Contracting Realignment Study. The study
examined the state of installation acquisition
support within the Continental United States
or CONUS. The analysis revealed tactical
or local rather than strategic or Air Forcewide contracting and acquisition customer
support. It also showed an inconsistent use
of skilled contracting resources and an inability to leverage economies of scale for the
Air Force. Essentially the system was driven
from the bottom up. A new structure will
work from the top down.
“The current construct is not effective. We
can no longer sustain 71 separate buying offices across the United States to support our
warfighters,” said Col. Harold Cunningham,
provisional director of the 790th Installation
Acquisition Group here.
The result of the study is the formation of
the Installation Acquisition Transformation
effort.
“IAT is driven by two forces,” said
Col. Mark Hobson, Air Force Materiel
Command. “Our Air Force is telling us we
have to fi nd money to recapitalize our aircraft. Restructuring the contracting/acquisition function is our contribution. It will
help our Air Force operate more effectively
and provide money back to recapitalize. The

second force is the operations tempo. We
have an opstempo that is driving us hard.
We are deploying our military while our
civilians at home have to take up that extra
work. By centralizing the effort more and
working across the Air Force through the
five regional contracting centers we will
help reduce the workload, provide savings
back to the Air Force and still support our
warfighters with all the things they need
every single day.”
The end result of IAT is a more centralized effort utilizing five regional centers
with small footprint offices at the individual
bases. Peterson AFB is one of those regional
centers.
The plan calls for the movement of part of
the workforce from the 71 current offices to
the regional centers.
“We are going about this as deliberately as
possible,” said Colonel Cunningham. “We
are following the rules and guidelines to the
letter so that we can take care of our folks
the way they deserve.”
This change will not happen overnight.
“We are not going to move anyone until
fiscal year 2010, and probably not until the
second quarter because that is when the
funds are programmed to be available for
the effort,” Colonel Cunningham added.
“And the migration itself will take about
three fiscal years.”
So, how is this different than the current
system?
In the current system, 71 different buying offices concentrate only on purchasing
items for their base. In the new structure, the
regional centers will be able to purchase common items across all the bases in the region
and get better pricing by buying volume.
Purchasing items like cleaning supplies,

U.S. Air Force graphic by Fredy Arguello

The Air Force is restructuring the installation acquisition support function to centralize the process. It will draw
in from 71 separate locations buying the things the force needs to function from day to day to five regional
centers. Among other benefits, these centers will find commonalities in the purchasing of goods and services
so that the Air Force will reap the benefits of savings based on bulk purchases.
computers, office supplies and even basewide communications support will generate savings across the board. The savings
will be magnified as each region cross talks
with all the other regions to purchase these
common items.
When this process is applied against the
approximately $13-billion dollar purchasing
effort for the Air Force in any given year, the
savings can be very large indeed.
“Sue Payton, Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force (Acquisition) said of IAT: “Air Force
leadership recognizes that an increased em-

phasis on strategic sourcing will improve
customer service, reduce purchasing costs,
and accelerate delivery of goods to installation customers.”
Colonel Cunningham added, “As dramatic
as this change is, I think it is a great opportunity to make our Air Force better able to
respond to the challenges of today and the
ones we anticipate tomorrow. I also think
this new construct will provide our highly
talented contracting work force with tremendous opportunities to expand their skills in
pursuit of strategic contracting.”
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Master, tech virtual promotion Respect:
release an overall success
From page 3

By Master Sgt. Kat Bailey
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
— It was deathly quiet at 7:45 a.m. at the Air
Force Personnel Center on July 26. Here,
and around the world, noncommissioned
officers eligible for promotion to technical
and master sergeant hit the Internet, hoping
someone had posted the promotion list prior
to the 8 a.m. scheduled release.
At 7:59 a.m., a scream ripped through
the air as both the Air Force Portal and the
AFPC public Web site posted the list. More
screams followed, some tears, a number of
groans and many different versions of the
chant, “I did it! I did it!” It was a grand day
for the Air Force as 12,514 NCOs advanced
to the next level.
The tech and master release was the third
major enlisted promotion release using the
new Web-based process, and by far the
largest.
“Before the virtual process, the scenario of

GPS:
From page 7
Office of Space Commercialization, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
said, “GPS, proved to be indispensable during
the relief and recovery operations following
hurricanes of the 2005 season. Unaffected
by weather conditions, GPS continued to
provide accurate location information to
rescue workers after entire neighborhoods
were left unrecognizable. GPS allowed relief
vessels to safely navigate into areas where
ground-based navigation aids were no longer
functioning.”
Recreation: Geocaching is an interesting
pastime. It requires a GPS receiver and some
time. Played around the world, players hide
a “cache” — a waterproof container with a
log book and trinkets inside — and other
players try to find it using GPS coordinates
and clues posted on one of several websites
(GeoCaching.com).
Hiking, camping, mountain biking and
even wildlife observation can be enhanced
by GPS technology either by using a hand-

Drinking:
From page 3
sound in search of motivated individuals to
assemble, discuss and implement strategies.
This action group will do more than pay lip
service in prevention and education after
an unfortunate incident. Instead, it will be
a concentrated effort on many fronts to reach
everyone in the wing. If you desire to become
involved, I encourage you to see your first
sergeant or unit chief.
We are all working hard, and there is
no reason not to play hard. But when you

having to report to your commander to find
out your score added unnecessary stress to
an already intense situation,” said Tech. Sgt.
Derrick Grant from McConnell Air Force
Base, Kan., who was selected for promotion
to master sergeant.
“If you didn’t get promoted, you sometimes
felt compelled to justify your score to your
commander during an already disappointing time. This process of being the first to
know mitigated much of the stress, and the
instant gratification and ability to immediately look up your score [via Air Force Portal
and virtual Military Personnel Flight] was a
phenomenal change.”
The virtual promotion release system resolves several challenges from the former
promotion notification process: notifying
Airmen all over the world on a specific date
and time, safeguarding the integrity of the list
against unauthorized release and premature
notification, as well as letting non-selects
determine their status at the same time.

held unit to identify locations, or routes of
travel. Photographing environmental scenes
or wildlife can also utilize this technology as
well, since a GPS-enabled camera can print
out a date/time stamp along with coordinates
of where the photo was taken.
The U. S. Coast Guard Navigation Center
coordinates and manages the Civil GPS
Service Interface Committee (CGSIC) as
part of the Department of Transportation’s
program to respond to the needs of civil
GPS users, and to integrate GPS into civil
sector applications. CGSIC comprises
members from U.S. and international
private, government, and industry user
groups.
“GPS is one of the greatest success stories
in the history of the space command and it
is one of the greatest success stories in the
history of the Air Force,” said General Hyten.
“The decision last year to not put selective
availability on the future block of GPS satellites means that GPS will always be a free,
open service, and this should put confidence
in the rest of the world. GPS is going to continue to grow — and you see it everywhere,
from bass boats to your car, to golf carts,
to bombs, everything is utilizing our GPS
system,” he concluded.

above and behind the speaker. When displayed from a staff in a church or public
auditorium, the U.S. flag should hold the
position of superior prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position
of honor at the clergyman or speaker’s right
as he faces the audience. Any other flag so
displayed should be placed on the left of
the clergyman or speaker or to the right
of the audience.
 The flag, when carried in a procession
with another flag or flags, should be either
on the marching right (i.e. the flag’s own
right) or, if there is a line of other flags, in
front of the center of that line.
 The flag should not be displayed on a
float in a parade except from a staff.
 When the flag is displayed over the
middle of the street, it should be suspended
vertically with the union to the north in an

east and west street or to the east in a north
and south street.
 The U.S. flag should be at the center
and at the highest point of the group when
a number of flags of states or localities or
pennants of societies are grouped and displayed from staffs.
 The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding or drapery. It should
never be festooned, drawn back, nor up
in folds, but always allowed to fall free.
Bunting of blue, white, and red, always
arranged with the blue above, the white
in the middle, and the red below, should be
used for covering a speaker’s desk, draping
the front of the platform and for decoration
in general.
Whether you call it the stars and stripes,
old glory or “The Star-Spangled Banner,”
the flag has protocol that remains consistent
and the Federal Flag Code is there to guide
us and protect its honor.
To reference the Federal Flag Code in its
entirety, visit the State Department Web
site at: http://usinfo.state.gov/infousa/life/
symbceleb/flagcode.html.
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drink, no matter the amount, your judgment is clouded. If you accept this, you’ll
avoid having to see the commander with
your career on the line or looking across the
jail cell at a guy named “Bubba” who thinks
you’re sexy.
If you think you’re always in control when
you drink, you’re just a bad statistic in-waiting — with life-threatening consequences
for you and the innocent.
Follow the only plan known to work; any
drinking means no driving. I challenge the
wing to have a safe summer with no more
DUIs this year.
The key to any success is that even if we
stumble, we get back up and finish with the
same determination as when we started.
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U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Hector Garcia

A C-130 Hercules from the Air Force Reserve Command’s 302nd Airlift Wing at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., equipped with the modular airborne
firefighting system, taxies to the runway at McClellan Airfield, Calif., July 5 to begin firefighting operations. Aircraft from the 302nd AW are conducting
firefighting support missions as part of the 302nd Air Expeditionary Group.

C-130s continue aerial firefighting
By Staff Sgt. Luke Johnson
302nd Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AFPN) — Aircraft from the
302nd Air Expeditionary Group continued aerial firefighting
support missions July 5 in a coordinated effort to control
wildfires in California.
C-130 Hercules aircraft flew 25 sorties in approximately
50 flight hours. Twelve sorties flew to the Goleta, or Gap, fire
located approximately six miles northwest of Santa Barbara
and delivered approximately 33,000 gallons of fire retardant.
Seven sorties flew to the Piute fire located in the Sequoia
National Forest fire, delivering more than 19,500 gallons
of retardant.
Finally, six sorties were flown to the Shasta Humbolt
Complex located in northern California’s Shasta and Trinity
counties, delivering approximately 16,800 gallons of fire
retardant.
The California Air National Guard’s 146th Airlift Wing
moved critical reloading supplies to the Channel Islands Air
National Guard Station July 4 to increase modular airborne
firefighting system-equipped C-130 efficiency in battling the
fires in southern California, according to Tom Hoffman, the
military liaison officer with the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection.
For the C-130 aircraft operating out McClellan Airfield,
Calif., but covering the fires in southern California, crews
will reload fire retardant at Channel Islands ANGS in order
to save time traveling to the Gap and Piute fires. The aircraft
will then return to McClellan airfield at the end of the flying
day for maintenance and the next day’s launch.
The 302nd AEG aircraft units include three Air National
Guard units — the 145th Airlift Wing from Charlotte,
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N.C.; the 146th Airlift Wing from Channel Islands ANGS;
and the 153rd Airlift Wing from Cheyenne, Wyo. — and
one Air Force Reserve unit — the 302nd Airlift Wing from
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.
The 302nd AEG comprises eight Air Force MAFFS-capable
C-130 aircraft operating out of McClellan Airfield, and Navy
Reserve and Marine Corps helicopter units operating out
of Naval Air Station Lemoore, Calif.
Three Marine helicopter units — Medium Helicopter
Training Squadron 164 and Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron 268 based out of Camp Pendleton, Calif., and
Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 465 based out of Marine
Corps Air Station Miramar in San Diego — fly CH-46 Sea
Knight and CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopters equipped with
2,000-gallon specialized fire fighting buckets.
U.S. Navy Reserve helicopters flying from NAS Lemoore
are assigned to the Helicopter Sea Combat Support Squadron
85 based out of Naval Air Station North Island, Calif. The
squadron is flying MH-60 Knighthawk helicopters with
420- and 360-gallon specialized fire fighting buckets.
The 302nd AEG military airborne assets flew a total of
55 missions July 4 and have flown approximately 270 missions and dropped nearly 600,000 gallons of fire retardant
since June 26.
The 302nd AEG provides unique capabilities and is part of
a unified military support effort of U.S. Northern Command
to provide assistance to the U.S. Forest Service, CAL FIRE
and the National Interagency Fire Center.
USNORTHCOM continues to closely monitor the
California wildfires to anticipate additional requests for
Department of Defense assistance to local, federal, and state
civil authorities and will launch as many missions as officials
require to battle the wildfires.
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Schriever Spotlight:

Cyberspace Warriors
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

“No NOG, No Nothing” … that is the
battle-cry heard around the world as the
men and women of the 50th Network
Operations Group provide around the
clock space and cyberspace combat effects . While American government and
businesses have come to rely on satellites
and satellite communications like the
timing and navigation signal broadcasts
from GPS for agricultural operations,
ATM, stock market transactions, etc…
to unmanned aerial vehicle pilots controlling their aircraft from thousands of
miles away to critical weather forecasting reports for pilots flying anywhere in
the world, the “satellite flyers” have come
to rely on the Air Force Satellite Control
Network and communications links to
provide their combat and civil effects. As
you’ll hear the 50th NOG Commander,
Col Robert Skinner, say, “Without the
50th NOG, these multibillion and million dollar satellites will eventually turn
into space debris.”
In a nutshell, the 50th NOG lies
at the intersection of operations and
support in providing assured access to
space and cyberspace anytime, anywhere and have been at the top of their
game since the late 1950s. While the
official lineage dates back to 1965 and
the 1879th Communications Squadron,
the 50th NOG actually can trace a “dual
lineage” back to 1959 and the 6594th
Test Wing that operated the Air Force
Satellite Control Facility focused on
supporting the CORONA Spy Satellite
Program. Today, the 50th NOG’s space
and cyberspace warriors control the Air
Force Satellite Control Network and a
vast array of computer and communications networks that stretch around the
world, touch every military service and
affect everything from morale calls to
President and Secretary of Defense communications. Colonel Skinner pointed
out that, “The sun never sets on the 50th
NOG.”

They have earned recognition as
the command’s best large communications and information unit three
years running, and they represented
the 50th Space Wing in two of three
Guardian Challenge competition events
(Operations and Communications)
to help bring home the 2008 Aldridge
Trophy as the “Best Space Operations
Wing” in Air Force Space Command.

Wired for Success
In the satellite communications
business, what goes up must first go
down. Approximately 1500 circuits (the
most in the command) run beneath
Schriever’s soil, carrying telephone conversations and computer network traffic
to destinations around the world. The
50th Space Communications Squadron
is responsible for making sure people
who need phone, network and mission
data delivery service — including warfighters overseas and at 99 Department
of Defense installations — have it when
they need it.
“A lot of people think that the 50th
SCS does communications support
for the AFSCN, and yes, we do that,”
explained Lt. Col. Donovan Routsis,
the 50th SCS commander. “That’s a
big part of our mission — we provide
communications support for military
satellite communications and GPS.
But at the same time, we also support
a global communications mission and
the Joint Task Force for Global Network
Operations.”
As Mr. Brian Wright, who doubles
as the squadron’s Policy and Standards
Flight Chief as well as the 50th Space
Wing’s Chief of Maintenance, points
out, “We’re one of six DISA multifunction switches in the continental United
States. All other bases in DOD get
their phone service from one of those
switches.”
When warfighters make morale calls
from Iraq, Afghanistan or anywhere
else around the world, they talk to a
Schriever operator. The operators handle

more than 1 million such
calls per year, Mr
Wright said. In addition, a good portion
of phone service to
DOD installations in the
Pacific Theater goes
through Schriever
circuits.
The Missile
Defense Agency
at Schriever also
relies on 50th SCS’
capabilities. One
notable example was
Operation Burnt Frost, in
which the U.S. military shot down
a satellite whose onboard hydrazine
could have posed a health risk had the
satellite reentered the Earth’s environment intact.
“Our people and systems partnered with the folks at U.S. Strategic
Command at Off utt AFB, Neb.,”
Colonel Routsis said. “We provided the
command-and-control loop for that
shoot down — the Joint Functional
Component Command for Integrated
Missile Defense’s Senior Communicator
said they couldn’t have completed that
mission without our support.”
The importance of 50th SCS’ involvement in DOD missions brings plenty of
scrutiny. In the past eight months, the
squadron has undergone four separate
inspections: DISA conducted a performance evaluation to examine how the
50th SCS operates the 22 DISA nodes
that they support and later conducted
an enhanced compliance validation.
Air Force Space Command inspected
the squadron’s information assurance
program and later returned to evaluate
50th SCS during the wing’s Operational
Readiness Inspection.
In each of the inspections, 50th SCS
excelled. Indeed, the squadron’s performance has led to prestigious awards in
2006 and 2007.
“Two years ago (in 2006), we won
three major DISA awards,” Colonel

Pictured here is one of two Colorado Tracking Station radomes at Schriever Air Force Base. The tracking station,
callsign PIKE, is one of eight Air Force Satellite Control
Network ground stations that the 50th Network Operations Group operates at sites around the world.

Routsis said. “We were
named the best tech
control facility in the
continental United
States, the best Defense
Switched Network and
the best Defense Red
Switch Network. In
2007, we won the
best DSN switch
and were runnersup for best large
tech control facility and best DRSN
switch.
Even as the Air Force has
restructured its communications
squadrons to two flights, the 50th SCS
has grown to four. Two — the plans
flight and base support operations flight
— conform to the Air Force standard
structure. A third flight operates mission communication systems, and a
fourth handles the Major Command
Communications Coordination Center
mission that recently moved here.
The MCCC’s mission is cyberspace
situational awareness, Colonel Routsis
said. The center works with Air Combat
Command and Air Force Cyber
Command (Provisional) to monitor
mission-specific communications services across AFSPC.
The squadron’s challenge will be to
keep its team working together seamlessly as the unit grows to meet future
mission requirements.
“It’s been a very busy year for us,” he
said. “We had 37 people deployed in the
last Air and Space Expeditionary Force
bucket, and most of our operations
centers during the AEF rotation are going 24/7. When I first got here, our tech
controllers were 125-percent manned
— and now we’re sitting at 68 percent
with cross-training and force reduction.
These are the people who are the heart
and soul of our circuits, so it’s been a
real challenge.”

Building the Future
Contractors are an integral part of
the teams that work throughout the
NOG. The Program Management Office
manages contracts that sustain the base
network infrastructure, the AFSCN and
other vital areas of not only the NOG’s
mission, but the entire 50th Space Wing.
PMO works differently in AFSPC than
in other major commands, said PMO
director Mike Schlitter, who came here
after working at Hanscom AFB, Mass.
The 50th Space Wing’s PMO specializes
in buying services, rather than products
or research.
One such service is the Network Space
and Operations Maintenance contract,
valued at more than $400 million. The
50th SW conducted a two-year-long
source selection process before awarding the contract to Harris Technical
Services Corporation earlier this year,
Mr. Schlitter said.
“We partner with contracting officers
in the 50th Contracting Squadron’s to
form the 50 SW’s Acquisition Center of
Excellence and to perform the source
selection,” Mr. Schlitter said. “What that
means is that you (the customer) define
what you need and put it out as a request
for proposal for everyone to see. Bidders
See NOG, next page
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real-time changes for high priority satellite
supports and emergencies.
come back with proposals, you evaluate the
“We currently execute about 400 to 500
proposals, and you award the contract.”
satellite supports daily,” said 22nd SOPS
But the PMO’s involvement doesn’t end
commander Lt. Col. Steven Staats. “We
with the award. “After that, or in addition
support 25 different operations centers and
to that, PMO administers the contract in
more than 140 active satellites on the netconjunction with 50th CONS and with the
work. Managing the AFSCN and operating
customer,” Mr. Schlitter said. “We make
the remote tracking stations are both 24/7
sure the contractor delivers what they’re
critical mission operations.”
getting paid to deliver.” In the last year, the
Creating and managing the Network
program management professionals have
Tasking Order, or NTO, is no easy task.
done just that … the contractors performNASA, the National Reconnaissance Office,
ing on the two largest wing contracts have
other space operations squadrons and
reached an all-time high operational perfor- the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
mance rating.
Administration are among the diverse array
Many bases’ acquisition missions focus
of customers who may need the AFSCN’s
around either products — the F-35 Joint
communications capability at any given
Strike Fighter is one example — or contime.
cept. Mr. Schlitter worked in Research,
“There are so many amazing things beDevelopment, Test and Engineering at
ing done by national security space proHanscom AFB. Prior to his job at Hanscom grams,” Colonel Staats said. “The diversity
AFB, Mr. Schlitter, a former F-4 Phantom
of comprehensive support to the (U.S.
pilot and Vietnam veteran, worked in the
Central Command) area of responsibility
private sector for 25 years.
and the people in the middle of the current
“Here, the knowledge of how important
fight is just amazing. When I look at the
the support is after the weapon system is
volume of combat effects that the nation
up — and a satellite’s a weapon system — is
can provide through space assets — intel,
inherent in the people who operate it and
MILSATCOM, missile warning, weather,
make it do what it’s supposed to do. That is
GPS — we support almost every AFSPC
support. And combined with maintenance,
mission through this one weapons system,
that becomes sustainment. If you’re flying a
the AFSCN. That’s just amazing and it’s an
fighter on a mission, initially you’re not so
honor.”
concerned about what happens if you run
But it’s also a careful balancing act.
out of fuel. But when you hit bingo fuel,
“We receive requests and requirements
and you’re looking around to see if there’s
for support from all of our users anywhere
a tanker out there somewhere ... they’re a
between two weeks and 72 hours in adservice. They’re your sustainment.”
vance,” Dariel Baker, 22nd SOPS Network
Awareness of the sustainment side of the
Scheduler, explained. “Daily, we deconflict
equation is something Mr. Schlitter said
these against one another and any maintehe would take with him if he returned to a
nance or downtime requirements for a 24
more traditional systems program office.
hour period. Once deconfliction has been
“It’s like, ‘What comes first, the cart or
completed, we publish the NTO. After disthe horse?’ I think sometimes the Systems
tribution of the NTO, we continue to work
Program Office think the cart comes first,”
with requests for change, new supports,
he said. “It really
vehicle emergendoesn’t — the
cies, or anything
horse comes
that would cause
“We have the desire, and we have the expertise a change to the
first. But if it’s
to be more involved in any application where
a good horse, it
schedule. Even
tells you how to good business decisions are needed ...”
when we publish
design the cart.
the NTO, we’re
–
Mike
Schlitter
If you design the
still making 100
Director, Program Management Office to 120 real time
initial weapon
system properly,
changes to it per
you make the
day.”
sustainment and
“The AFSCN is critical to the space misservices piece of it a whole lot easier.”
sion, and the Air Force mission as well,
Mr. Schlitter says he sees the PMO takAFSCN operations teams do much more
ing on a larger role in future acquisitions
than simply support the space mission” said
not just in 50th NOG but throughout the
Captain Brad Morrell, 22nd SOPS Network
Schriever AFB.
Crew Commander.
“We have a lot more potential to offer
“We work directly with almost every
than we have historically to the wing and to AFSPC mission area on a real time baAFSPC,” he said. “We have the desire, and
sis, 24/7, every day of the year, he added.
we have the expertise to be more involved
“Support provides an inaccurate picture. We
in any application where good business
are here, with our users; they can’t operate
decisions are needed, and that goes beyond
their missions without us. And in my mind,
acquisition or source selection. We have
that goes beyond being a support role into
people who have very good business sense
being a true mission partner.”
and the capability to improve processes in a
lot of different areas where we haven’t previ- Environmental Stewardship
ously been involved. We’re ready to help
The eighth worldwide antenna site is
wherever we can to support the mission of
operated by the 23rd SOPS at new Boston
the 50th SW.”
AFS, N.H., and they do it exceedingly well.
In 2007, they set a station record 27,200
Talking to Satellites
satellite contacts and two of the three duty
Even the most exotic satellites are useless
crews exceeded 10,000 supports without a
if they can’t perform their missions for peo- personnel error. With operations running
ple on the ground. Often the link between
smoothly, they can focus on additional
people on the ground and satellites in orbit
priorities.
is the Air Force Satellite Control Network,
Taking care of the environment is a top
which is operated in a complementary man- priority for any Air Force installation. This
ner by every operations squadron in the
is especially evident at New Boston AFS,
NOG.
N.H., 2,800 acres of rich, colorful New
At the forefront of AFSCN operations
England forest. A contractor is in the first
is the 22nd Space Operations Squadron,
stages of making sure people can enjoy New
which operates seven of the eight worldwide Boston’s natural beauty for years to come.
remote tracking stations. The 22nd SOPS
“Back in the early ‘40s, this installamanages the overall AFSCN operations and tion was a bombing range near Grenier
produces the Network Tasking Order, which Army Air Field,” explained Lt. Col. Kevin
is akin to the common Air Tasking Order
Reigstad, who commands New Boston’s
in the “air world”. The Network Tasking
23rd SOPS. “They’d drop bombs into Joe
Order determines what and when organiEnglish Pond.”
zations are allocated time on the AFSCN
Those bombs didn’t always explode. For
and has enough flexibility to accommodate
See NOG, page A4
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The 50th Network Operations Squadron
maintains a detachment at Diego Garcia,
British Indian Ocean Territory, as part of its
worldwide Air Force Satellite Control Network
mission. Another Air Force Space Command
mission, the Ground-Based Electro-Optical
Deep Space Surveillance system, also has a
tracking station at Diego Garcia.
U.S. Air Force photo

photo by Michael Tolzmann

ech. Sgt. Bryan Schubert watches a moving satellite dish as it tracks a satellite across the northern
olar sky Jan. 25 at Detachment 3 on Thule Air Base, Greenland. Thule AB Airmen with two major
pace missions support Air Force Space Command contribute to the space mission here. Sergeant
chubert is currently assigned with the 2nd Space Operations Squadron at Schriever Air Force Base.

photo by Tech. Sgt. Johnny L. Saldivar

Tech Sgt. Paul Hagood monitors a Mobile Viper System while on a C-17 Globemaster on an air base in Southwest Asia Feb 19. Sergeant Hagood
can monitor the aircraft position, signal strength and equipment status. He was deployed to the 379th Expeditionary Communications Squadron
from the 50th Space Communications Squadron at Schriever when this photo was taken and has since returned to the 50th SCS.

photo by Airman 1st Class Adam Guy

photo by Duncan Wood

n Air Force Satellite Control Network scheduler with the 22nd Space Operations Squadron at Schriever maintains the Network
asking Order here March 12. Schedulers make up to 120 changes daily to support between 400 and 500 satellite contacts.

Mitch Tharaldson, Col. Stephen Tanous, Lt. Col. Sam McNiel and Army Lt. Col. Martha Kiene break
ground on the construction phase for a new satellite control facility at Vandenberg AFB, Calif., Jan.
23. The new facility will house the 21st Space Operations Squadron, which will move to Vandenberg
Air Force Base in 2011. Colonel Tanous is the 30th Space Wing commander; Colonel McNiel is the
21st SOPS commander, and Colonel Kiene represents the Army Corps of Engineers.
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that matter, they didn’t always hit the
pond.
“We did a surface walk of the installation a few years ago, with people spread
50 feet apart,” Colonel Reigstad said.
“We drew a new map based on that
survey and ended up with about 1,200
of our 2,800 acres closed off for most
activities.”
Included in the closed-off area is
23rd SOPS’ mission operations area.
Surveyors in 2006 found a 100-pound
unexploded ordnance just 300 feet from
the squadron’s operations building. A
Reserve explosive ordnance disposal
team piled 500 sandbags over the bomb
to protect nearby facilities when they
detonated it.
“The only visible damage ... was the
top barbwire runner on the nearby
fence,” said Lt. Col. Dean Bellamy, 23rd
SOPS director of operations.
The Air Force will begin clearing out
the munitions in earnest later this year,
Colonel Reigstad said.
“We are the Air Force’s #1 most
advanced project and AFSPC is giving
us $6.5 million to perform this phase,”
he said. “The contractor will conduct
elbow-to-elbow detection with specialized equipment to look for surface debris
and pick it up. If it’s a (live) bomb, they’ll
explode it in place.
“The first step was identifying the
problem,” he continued. “A doctor
would check you out and tell you what
condition you were in before he treated
you. Now we know what condition we’re
in with regard to UXOs, and we’re going
to try treating it. We’re not going to be
done this year, but we’ll have a good idea
of what it will take to finish the removal
process.”
New Boston’s initiative is part of an
Air Force-wide operation to clean its
bases of UXOs. The removal program
will affect the base’s busy family camping area, or fam camp.
“Because so much of our area is wooded, we have a decent-sized fam camp,”
Colonel Reigstad said. “Safety is a major
consideration — our fam camp is on the
north side of Joe English Pond.” The fam
camp has been closed since 9 Jun 08 so
that families aren’t placed at risk while
teams scour the installation for UXOs.
The cleanup effort will also require
close teamwork with the community
outside New Boston AFS’ gates.
“Jeff Oja, our UXO program manager,
is working with the local community,
briefing local conservation organizations, town leaders and Congressional
staff,” Colonel Reigstad said. “The hazard radius of a 100-pound bomb is 483
feet. If you draw a 483-foot circle around
parts of our installation, the circles reach

Satellite Flyer Online
www.schriever.af.mil

off the installation and even onto local
roads.
“We shouldn’t have to close anything
down unless we identify a live round;
then we’d truly start impacting what’s
going on. We are doing everything we
can to minimize impact to AFSCN operations and the local community. “
UXO clearance is the largest environmental operation at New Boston AFS,
but it’s not the only one. New Boston
AFS personnel manage threatened
species such as Blanding’s Turtles and
coordinate controlled burns on station
with state and local agencies.
“We have a forest, and we have to
manage it responsibly,” Steve Najjar, the
station’s Natural Resources lead said.
“There’s never a dull moment for things
outside our core mission; we’re constantly working with the public to make sure
they are not only aware of our activities,
but partner with them.
“We’re a squadron that is not sitting still,” Colonel Reigstad continued.
“We’re supporting a lot of organizations
that are non-50th SW and non-tenants
to get them on site. Colonel Bellamy
is working with potential tenants to
determine if New Boston can meet their
needs. Just recently, we teamed with the
NRO to replace the datalink terminal on
top of our operations building.”
Even as 23rd SOPS’ mission grows, its
people remain ready to take on any challenge, Colonel Reigstad said.
“We have a great team of people here,”
he said. “We’re a seasoned group of
individuals doing the mission accurately
every day. Give us a task, and we get it
done.”

Goodbye and Hello
On the East Coast, 23rd SOPS is cleaning house. On the West Coast, 21st SOPS
is also cleaning house, but of a different
nature … they’re getting ready to leave
Onizuka AFS, the only home it has
known since its activation more than 16
years ago.
“On one hand, we’re keeping everything running with a 99-plus-percent
mission success rate, and at the same
time, we’re getting ready to shut things
down at Onizuka and start them up at
Vandenberg AFB, Calif.,” said 21st SOPS
commander Lt. Col. Samuel McNiel.
“We have to make sure the sequence of
events for closure and transfer is done in
such a way that there’s no breakdown in
operations.
“We have to make sure everything at
Vandenberg AFB is operational before
we shut down critical operations at
Onizuka — but at the same time, we
have to be ready to flip the switch so that
we can do the mission from Vandenberg
AFB with 99-plus percent mission suc-

U.S. Air Force photo

The Air Force recently began an effort to remove unexploded ordnance from Joe
English Pond, shown here, and other areas on New Boston Air Force Station, N.H.
The pond was used as a practice target for Army pilots during World War II.

cess. That takes a lot of careful planning,” Colonel McNiel added.
In addition to 21st SOPS’ AFSCN
node, the squadron will move a Defense
Satellite Communications System dualheavy earth terminal and its mission
to a new facility at Vandenberg AFB.
The new facility, also named after Space
Shuttle Challenger astronaut Lt. Col.
Ellison Onizuka, will house 21st SOPS
in whatever form the squadron may
take.
“At Vandenberg, we’ll be a tenant, so
the 30th Space Wing will provide all the
power, security and communications
infrastructure. We’ll be a much smaller
organization,” he said.
The move is already underway — 21st
SOPS recently activated Operating
Location-A at Vandenberg AFB, with
a DOD civilian assigned there as 21st
SOPS’ on-site liaison. The squadron will
move more people to Vandenberg AFB
in 2009 and 2010, and Onizuka AFS will
close forever in 2011.
“We’ll continue the legacy of Colonel
Onizuka at Vandenberg, but we won’t
have the Blue Cube, which has been a
landmark of national security space
operations for 40 years,” Colonel McNiel
said. “There will be no more Blue Cube.”
But with that sadness comes excitement at the prospect of forging a new
path for the squadron at its new home.
“We’re building a new home. Anytime
you get to build a facility from the
ground up to enable our mission and
meet our needs, that’s exciting,” Colonel
McNiel said.

Conclusion
About nine months ago, Col Skinner
read a quote from Vince Lombardi and
his group has adopted its message, ““We
are going to relentlessly chase perfection,
knowing full well we will not catch it,
because nothing is perfect. But, we are
going to relentlessly chase it, because in

the process we will catch excellence!”
And boy have they. Over the last two
years, the 50th NOG has garnered 6
DOD, 1 Air Force, 7 AFSPC and numerous wing-level awards including 6 of the
12 available awards at last years 50th
SW annual awards banquet. The excellence hasn’t stopped there either said
Col Skinner, “We had Excellent ratings
in our three major graded areas during
the ORI and zero major deficiencies …
a truly monumental feat when you consider we’ve endured significant resource
cuts over the last few years”. Getting the
mission done — and getting it done well,
as the 50th NOG has — is the result of
a team of people who operate together
seamlessly, Colonel Skinner said. “If it
weren’t for the uniforms, you wouldn’t
be able to tell who’s a DOD civilian,
who’s a contractor or who’s military,”
he said. ‘We’re the most diverse and
geographically separated group in the
wing and it takes this kind of teaming
and partnership to succeed in raising in
the bar of excellence”.
Assured access to space and cyberspace is one of the cornerstones of
America’s status as a superpower. The
men and women who work in the 50th
NOG — Airmen, DOD civilians and
contractors — recognize this. At the same
time, we recognize the mission doesn’t
happen without taking care of our people
according to Chief Master Sergeant
Wayne Whetsell, NOG Superintendent.
Whether it’s taking care of our deployed
members’ families or the member themselves, our ability to focus on the mission hinges on how well we take care of
our folks. The 50th NOG’s people make
sure whenever the military, NASA, the
NRO or any other government agency
need access to space or the vast networks
operated by the NOG, they get it…the
50th NOG professionals, teaming with
partners have set the example…in the
end, that’s the bottom line.
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choices you have for higher education in your community.
ACCEL members include: Colorado Christian University, Colorado State University-Pueblo, Colorado Technical
University, DeVry University, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University, National American University, Nazarene Bible
College, Newman University, Pikes Peak Community College, Regis University, Troy University, UCCS, University of
Phoenix, University of the Rockies and Webster University.
ACCEL (Alliance of Colleges and Corporations for Education and Leadership) formed in 1995. We are a nonprofit organization comprised of volunteer representatives
from higher education institutions. All ACCEL members are
regionally accredited and hold classes on-ground in Colorado Springs. www.accelcs.org

:(, ,"( *.* ,%-/$3$/6-,$
: (** ,#(*(1 /6$,$910 ""$.1$#

 OR .

   

NATIONAL AMERICAN UNVERSITY
  " #$+6*3#-*-/ #-./(,&0  

$ /$ ""/$#(1$#!61'$(&'$/$ /,(,&-++(00(-, ,# +$+!$/
-%1'$-/1'$,1/ * 00-"( 1(-,'(" &-**(,-(08444," '*"-/&

Connect
with your
Future
s Prepares students for leadership
in direct, family-centered social
work practice
s Fully accredited by the state of
Colorado and CSWE
Health Sciences

s Advanced Standing available for
students with a BSW degree from
a CSWE accredited program

Business and Management
Information Systems and Technology
Criminal Justice and Public Administration
Engineering and Computer Science

s Full- or part-time options;
evening and weekend courses

www.newmanu.edu/msw.aspx
2120 Hollowbrook Drive, Suite 100
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Colorado Springs Campus
4435 North Chestnut Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80907

1.888.266.1555

WWW.COLORADOTECH.EDU
CEC2202429-05/08

16

Schriever Sentinel

July 10, 2008

COMMUNITY EDUCATION FAIR
Wednesday, July 16 • 11am - 6pm
FREE PARKING

WORLD ARENA

FREE PARKING

Your military training was anything but basic. But will it get you a job in
the corporate world? At Devry University, you can learn the specialized
skills today’s employers need. You can take courses online, so you can
work toward your degree anytime, anywhere. We’re also located near
you, and classes are offered days, nights and weekends.

Special offer for military personnel
As a special “THANK YOU” to active duty military and their spouses
DeVry University offers military scholarships worth up to 46% off of
their COLLEGE TUITION! We will waive our $50.00 application fee for
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If you have graduated from a Community College in the past twelve
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may apply.
Completed your Bachelor’s Degree?
With a Master’s Degree from our Keller Graduate School of Management,
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t 10% off tuition for Master’s programs
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With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?
Adult Studies program distinctives:
• Take classes at Peterson AFB or online
• Special military tuition rate
• Bachelor’s and master’s degrees available
• Take classes one evening per week
• Five week courses and online courses
for busy adults
• Credit for previous college courses and
life learning experiences

New classes begin soon!
800.44.FAITH • www.ccu.edu

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu
www.ccu.edu/usaf

Colorado Christian University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools

NAZARENE BIBLE COLLEGE

Complete Your
BACHELOR’S DEGREE
In as little as 2 Years
There is No
Time Like Now!
There is No College Like
Nazarene Bible College
TRADITIONAL DEGREE
& INNOVATIVE EDUCATION
PROGRAMS
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

0ASTORAL -INISTRIES
#HRISTIAN %DUCATIONAL -INISTRIES
-USIC -INISTRIES
"IBLE AND 4HEOLOGY
#OUNSELING IN #HRISTIAN -INISTRY
%ARLY %DUCATION -INISTRIES
7OMENS 3TUDIES

Call 719-884-5063 and speak to
a Traditional Degree Counselor

visit us at

www.nbc.edu
IDEAL FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL
s -AJORS IN ,EADERSHIP  %THICS #HRISTIAN #OUNSELING
 #HRISTIAN 3CHOOL %DUCATION
s #ONVENIENT CLASSES ON CAMPUS OR ON LINE
s &ULLY ACCREDITED PROGRAM
s %ASY ACCESS TO COLLEGE FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
s #REDIT FOR MILITARY SERVICE

Call 719-884-5090 and speak to
an ADVANTAGE Counselor

Real Knowledge for Real World Success

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
MASTER OF HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MASTER OF SCIENCE
Finance • Space Systems Operations Management

MASTER OF ARTS
Human Resources Development • Human
Resources Management • Information Technology
Management • Management and Leadership •
Procurement and Acquisitions Management

GRADUATE CERTIFICATES
Government Contracting • Remote Sensing

www.webster.edu/co
Metro Campus

719-590-7340

Peterson AFB

719-574-7562
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Model Home Location:
1905 Swigert • Colo Spgs, CO 80929
Phone Number:
719.683.9100
Directions:
East on Hwy 94, South on Curtis Rd.,
West on Blue Rd.
Hours:
Tuesdays-Saturdays 10AM-5PM
Sundays 12PM-5PM
Mondays Closed

Just a Hop, Skip and a Jump to Schriever AFB! Park Ridge offers country living, amazing views and is only
minutes from the popular Powers corridor. Here you’ll find:
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/FJHICPSIPPE1BSLT #JLF5SBJMT 
$PNNPO"SFBTBOE1POET
t1BWFE4USFFUTBOE/BUVSBM(BT

Colorado Springs, CO
719.495.3005
*Pricing, specifications and availability subject to change without notice. Please visit Anthony Homes’ model home for complete details.

www.HomesByAnthony.com

