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Base Briefs
Free gifts of music

Maroon 5, Keith Urban, Daughtry,
Five for Fighting, along with other artists, teamed up with the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service to deliver a free
compilation of songs produced exclusively for servicemembers, called “For
the Troops II,” this holiday season. The
music can be downloaded free by all
U.S. active duty, Reserve and National
Guard personnel, military retirees and
their families at www.aafes.com.
Additionally, Dr. Pat Boone recorded
two Christmas songs for troops and
their families to download free. The
songs, entitled “A Christmas Letter
From Your Family,” are available at
www.RedWhiteandBlueChristmas.
com or at DrPatBoone.com. The songs
are a holiday gift of encouragement,
appreciation and love from families
to the troops.

USAFA Galaxy Brass

The USAFA band, “Galaxy Brass,”
will perform at Schriever Dec. 19. They
will offer two performances: one from
10 to 10:30 a.m. in the 50th Space Wing
Headquarters building atrium, and a
second performance will be from 11 to
11:30 a.m. at the Satellite Dish.
For more information, contact
Denise Curtis at 567-5044.

50 SW 2008 Holiday Party

The 2008 Wing Holiday Party is
scheduled for Dec. 19, at the Peterson
Consolidated Club. Social time begins
at 6:30 p.m. and dinner starts at 7 p.m.
There will be giveaways, games and
more.
Ticket prices are: E-1 thru E-4:
Free E-5/E-6; O-1/O-2; YA to YB;
Contractors: $20 E-7 thru E-9; O-3
and above; YC and above: $35.
For more information, contact 2nd
Lt. Kelly Lehman at 567-4962, 1st Lt.
Jane McDonald at 567-5156 or Sheila
Thomas at 567-4600.

Hanukkah service

There will be a Hanukkah Service at
5 p.m. Dec. 22 at the Peterson Chapel,
followed by a party. The event will include music, singing, potato pancake
(latkes), pizza and drinks. Free menorahs and candles will be available at the
service and will also be at available at
the Schriever Chapel Office starting
Dec. 19.

Schriever clinic closed on
holidays

The Schriever Clinic will close at
noon on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31 for the
holiday break and will not reopen until
Dec. 29 and Jan. 5 respectively.
For more information, contact the
Schriever Clinic at 567-4455
More Briefs page 11
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Cookies for the Troops: Bakers, baggers
deliver sweet treats to dormitory Airmen
By Staff Sgt. Amanda Delisle
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
— Thousands of homemade cookies, candy,
hot chocolate and other goodies were collected, bagged and delivered to dormitory
residents at Peterson Dec. 16 as part of the
annual Cookies for the Troops program
sponsored by the Peterson Spouses’ Club.
Hundreds of people donated cookies and
sweets, totaling more than 6,600, for nearly
400 single servicemembers of Peterson,
Schriever and Cheyenne Mountain.
“A lot of these Airmen are young and it
could be their first holiday away from their
family,” said Amy Wren, Peterson Spouses’
Club member and cookie drive coordinator.
“We need to take care of the family we’ve
got — our Air Force family.”
Brown paper bags, decorated by local
school children, families and volunteers,
housed lots of baked goods and other
sweets, along with a holiday card from the
American Red Cross and note from the
spouses’ club.
The cookie drive is about more than just
giving homemade goods to troops though;
it’s about taking care of each other.
“We want them to know we care. We’re
one Air Force, one team,” said Master Sgt.
See Cookies page 9

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Amanda Delisle
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Volunteers from Schriever and Peterson bag cookies for dormitory Airmen in support of the Cookies
for the Troops drive Dec. 16. More than 6,600
cookies were donated by Peterson and Schriever
military and family members for nearly 400 Airmen
living in the Peterson dormitories.

Holiday décor presents risks
Holidays are a time when many people enjoy decorating their homes with trees, lights, candles and other
festive décor.
These decorations, if not used properly, can quickly
make an enjoyable holiday into a dangerous one.
Each year, hospital emergency rooms treat more than
12,000 people for falls, cuts, shocks and burns related to
holiday lights, trees and other decorations, according to
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.
“The glowing lights on a tree or house, f lickering
candlelight and fireplaces and other decorations can
add beauty and tradition to your holiday,” said Tech Sgt.
Steven Briggs, 50th Space Wing Ground Safety Manager.
“However, when so many people each year are injured,
lose their homes and possessions or even lose their lives
due to this, taking time to ensure holiday décor is used
properly is paramount. Following a few simple safety
tips can help prevent holiday decoration-related injuries
and fires, keeping your holiday a time for celebration,
not tragedy.”
The following are tips to make your holiday a safe
one:

Trees

• W hen purchasing an artificial tree, look for the label
“Fire Resistant,” which means it is more resistant to
catching fire.
• W hen purchasing a live tree, check for freshness. A
fresh tree is green and needles are strong and don’t
break when bent.
• W hen setting up a tree at home, place it away from
heat since it dries live trees out rapidly. Keep the stand
filled with water also.

Lights

• I ndoors or outside, use only lights that have been
tested for safety by a recognized testing laboratory,
such as the Underwriters Laboratory. And, before
using lights outdoors, check labels to be sure they
have been certified for outdoor use.
See Risks page 9
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Holidays are time
to show care,
compassion for
family
Commentary by Col. Cary Chun
50th Space Wing commander

As Airmen, our family extends beyond our blood
relatives to our Air Force family. During the holiday
season, it can be easy to get caught up in the hustle
and bustle and forget about our Air Force family
— the Airmen we work next to each day and those
deployed.
Especially during the holidays, when many of our
Airmen are far from their families, we need to make
a special effort to care for our Air Force family.
Ask what your wingman’s holiday plans are, and
don’t assume that everyone has plans for the holidays.
Show compassion by reaching out to your wingman
and if possible, include them in your holiday plans.
Also remember our deployed Airmen and their
families during this holiday period. By reaching out
to the families of deployed Airmen, we show how
much we appreciate their sacrifice. A care package,
letter or call can mean a lot to a deployed Airman
or their family. Show them they’re appreciated and
not forgotten.
Taking care of each other is a priority and it’s important to be an attentive, compassionate wingman,
especially during the holiday season. The holiday
season is an important time for sharing and bonding
with your family and friends.
The mission of today’s Air Force requires many of
us to spend many hours at work or away from our
loved ones on TDYs, remotes and deployments. The
support of our family and friends during these times
is critical to our ability to ensure mission success. For
this reason, make the most of the time we share.
As we celebrate this holiday season, remember to
take care of our entire Air Force family.
Happy holidays!

Col. Cary Chun, 50th Space Wing commander.

regis university College for
Professional studies offers flexible

Free classifieds for
Servicemembers
Call 329-5210

Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees for active
military personnel and their spouses at a
preferred tuition rate. Regis gives you the
freedom to earn a nationally recognized degree

Active Duty and Short Timers

that is accessible and affordable:
▶ Convenient online learning

(Soon to be Retired)

The Retired Enlisted Assoc. is looking for women and
men that wear the uniform of the U.S. Military to become
members. The Retired Enlisted Association, works for all
enlisted, active duty, retired and wounded vets, who have
served our country.
You will be surprised as to what this organization has done
for members of the Armed Forces of the United States.
Come by the Club to get your FREE Meal Ticket for
Thursday or Friday Night Dinner Special. (A $7.50 value
includes tax) Request reservations to be made.
Bring your family or guests for every full price paid by a
family member or guest you will receive 1/2 price for others.
Note: One Free Meal Coupon will be given to Military
Personnel only.

▶ Multiple campus locations
▶ Six start dates per year

Can I go back to school
and still fulfill my duties to
my family and country?
Ken Sagee, ETC(SS), USN
B.S. in Business Administration Student

at regis university, finding the balance
to a rewarding life is possible. With over 130 years of

Tuition Rates for
✯ Preferred
Active Military and Spouses ✯
▶ $250 per credit hour for Bachelor’s degrees
▶ 10% off tuition for Master’s degrees

Ask us about our

Jump start to the new year special!
Register by January 12, 2009.

earn a top-rated degree and
advance YoUr militarY career!

1.800.392.7984
www.regis.edu/Military

academic excellence, we are committed to helping
active military personnel like Ken earn a top-rated

Chapter 1
The Retired Enlisted Association
834 Emory Circle
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80915
Phone: (719) 596-0927 • Fax: (719) 570-7363

degree that is accessible and affordable.
ranked a top university in the
West for 14 consecutive years.
-U.S. News & World Report

Colorado springs Campus
7450 Campus Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80920

7 Colorado Campuses | 2 Nevada Campuses | Online
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Promotion is a journey
Commentary by Master Sgt. Donaldo W. Puller
50th Force Support Squadron superintendent

Master Sgt. Donaldo Puller, 50th Force Support Squadron superintendent.

Who wants cruise control
and bucket seats?

While we may think there is a fast track to promotion, the journey may
be anything but. As enlisted members go through the process of advancing
through the ranks, their ride will be filled with highs, lows and emotional
and professional challenges.
When Airmen begin the emotional ride of competing for promotion,
there is a slim chance promotions through the ranks will come when
expected or desired. Very few will make their next promotion their first
time testing; history has shown most will conquer the grade on their
second or subsequent time testing.
The Weighted Airmen Promotions System is one of the fairest promotion systems in today’s military. And although it may not always come
quickly, promotion is given to those who are the most qualified based on
the evaluated criteria.
So, other than studying, what can Airmen do to be prepared for the
next step? The Air Force Personnel Center’s enlisted promotion fact sheet
explains the most current promotion process information for 2008/2009. It
points out that it is each member’s responsibility to not only give your best
effort on the Specialty Knowledge and Professional Development Guide
Tests, but also to ensure member’s take responsibility for the accuracy of
their own WAPS data (personnel records, evaluations, time in service,
time in grade, professional/personal educational levels).
I must admit, being passed by for promotion can be one of lowest points
in an Airmen’s career. However, one thing most people don’t consider is
the continued on-the-job experience or “seasoning” gained by sitting out
another year. These experiences continue to build and lay a more solid
foundation as we journey through the Air Force ranks. On the other hand,
getting promoted or having a close colleague/personal friend get promoted
can put you on top of any track looking out at the world.
I can say with 21 years of experience, your outlook towards the Air
Force and life will vary depending on which part of that track you’re on.
By being well rounded, involved in base and local communities, fulfilling
WAPS requirements and having faith in what you do, you will increase
your chances for promotion in the U.S. Air Force so that when your time
comes, whether quickly or not, you’ll be ready to take on the responsibilities that come with the next rank.
The Air Force Personnel Center’s enlisted promotion fact sheet is located
at: https://gum.afpc.randolph.af.mil/cgi-bin/askafpc.cfg/php/enduser/
std_adp.php?p_faqid=8179&p_created=1190213718&p_sid=5x4Rmiij&p_
accessibility=0&p_redirect=&p_lva=&p_sp=cF9zcmNoPTEmcF9zb3J0X2J5PSZwX2dyaWRzb3J0PSZwX3Jvd19jbnQ9MSwxJnBfcHJvZHM9MC
ZwX2NhdHM9MCZw.

Quality. Honesty. integrity.
It’s the way our homes are built. It’s the way we do business.
Creek Terrace – Year End Closeouts! Unbelievable values - will go fast!

w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m
You’ve made a commitment to our country.
We’ve made a commitment to your family.

Military Appreciation Program
When you participate and purchase your
next vehicle from Bob Penkhus, new or
used, you’ll have complete
peace-of-mind.
While you’re overseas you can be
assured that your family will never
be stranded.
Battery Failure • Locked Out • Flat Tire
• Any Emergency • NO COST
They will always know who to call for
the assistance they need, including
alternate transportation.
Bob Penkhus Certiﬁed Earth Friendly

Discounts for Military

7455 Test Dr. Colo. Spgs 80918
1-888-876-7604
w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m

Popular “Brandy Station”
7317 Willowdale Dr.
Was $179,950 now reduced to $169,950.
3 bed/2 baths
Unfinished basement large lot!
1327 fin.sf/ 1655 total

“Strasburg”
Was $199,950 now reduced to $179,950.
9225 Red Fern Lane
2 story, 3 bed/ 2.5 bath,
Unfinished basement
1397 finished SF/
1975 Total

“Port Royal”
7311 Willowdale Dr.
Was $239,950 now reduced to $219,950!
4 bed/2.5baths +loft
Unfinished basement kitchen w/ island
2026 fin.sf/2656 total

Claremont Ranch

Free appliance package included with Active Duty Military!

Mule Deer Crossing
Model Home Closeout
3989 Reindeer Circle
Was $249,950 now reduced to $244,950!
4 bed/3.5 bath w/
FULL FINISHED BASEMENT!
A/C - lots of upgrades Beautiful Home!

“Dillon”
1944 Lillian Way - $194,950
Ready Now!
Perfect Rancher!
2 bed/2ba
Unfinished basement
Possible 4 bed w/ basement finish - great mountain view!
1062 fin. sf/ 2018 total

“Keystone”
1934 Lillian Way - $204,950
Ready December
3 bed/2.5 baths spacious kitchen Beautiful mountain view!
Unfinished basement
1496 fin sf/ 2094 total

FRonT YaRD LanDsCaping w/spRinkLeR sYsTems inCLuDeD

Seller pays closing costs w/ preferred lender

Creek Terrace

Closed on Mondays

7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Dr.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Visit our Model Homes:
Mon-Sat 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Claremont Ranch
Closed on Thursdays

2044 Lillian Way
570-7232
Marksheffel & Colorado Tech Dr.

Schriever Sentinel

December 18, 2008

5

Street Talk

What was your favorite gift/holiday
memory as a child?

“I guess it would have to be a huge
Spongebob body pillow.”
— Airman 1st Class Marcia Charles,
50th Force Support Squadron

“My favorite memory was when my Dad came
home from a deployment in time for Christmas.”
— Airman 1st Class Ashley Jalbert,
50th Force Support Squadron

Tuesday Nights
Military Appreciation
& College Night
“When I was eight or nine, I got a
G.I. Joe Hovercraft.”
— Josh Mitchell,
50th Space Communications Squadron

“When I was 12 or 13 I got my very first
stereo and album.”
— Julie George,
50th Space Wing

“My favorite memory is making Christmas
cookies with my Mom each year.”
— Capt. Carrie Konowicz,
50th Space Wing

Show Proper ID & get...
Burgers $3.95
10% Off Full Menu
Join us for Pool, Pong
& Refreshments!

719-633-0583 • 2432 W. Colorado Ave.
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U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Stacy D. Foster

A member of Westech Construction works on the frame of a new
house here Dec. 16. Vertical construction of the new base housing
began in October 2008. The first families are expected to move in
as early as Summer 2009.
U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Stacy D. Foster

New neighborhood springs up at Schriever
A row of houses on the eastern edge of the base wait to be finished here Dec. 16. Vertical construction on the first set of homes in the Schriever housing area began in October. Families are expected to move in
as early as Summer 2009.

877
745-EGGS
Surrogate program $23k base + stipends
and expense reimbursements
Egg donor program $5,000-$10,000
If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
someone who truly knows the answers.

www.DonatedEggs.com

NOW OPEN

Tue-Sat 11am-9pm • Sun 1-5pm

3216 CHELTON CR. •471-9060

15% OFF
Any package
over $399.95

Does not include parts or sublet.
Not valid with any other offer.

• FREE Estimates
• Insurance Claims Handled
• Nationwide Warranty
• Prompt Repairs
• Unmatched Quality
• Hail Damage Specialists

Telescopes
Binoculars
Spotting
Scopes

Books
DVDs
Toys

124 E. Cheyenne Mountain Blvd
(719) 576-0830

www.StargateAstronomyStore.com

Academy Allergy, Asthma, and Sinus Center
WELCOMES
Dr. Mark D. Menich
U.S. Army, Retired
Board-Certified, Allergy/Immunology
20 years experience serving military members and their families.
We welcome Tricare patients, both children and adults
Hay Fever
Rash
Recurrent Infections

Hives
Sinus Problems
Eczema

Asthma
Cough
Food Allergy

Appointments Immediately Available
3116 N. Elizabeth Street
Pueblo, CO 81008
(719) 542-7222

3220 N. Academy, Suite 2
Colorado Springs, CO 80917
(719) 637-1222
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Airman’s Roll Call: Make safe decisions during holidays Air Force leaders send
SAN ANTONIO (AFNS) — This week’s Airman’s Roll
Call focuses on Airmen making safe decisions regarding
drinking and driving during the holidays.
The holiday season between Thanksgiving and the new year
is one of the most dangerous times on America’s roadways,
due to an increase in the number of people who are driving
after too many drinks.
Airmen are not immune, or exempt, from the tragedies
that can result from this risky behavior. Remember drinking and driving do not mix. Keep this in mind to prevent

tragedy from striking you, or someone else.
For more information about making safe decisions during
the holidays, read this week’s Airman’s Roll Call.
Airman’s Roll Call is designed for supervisors at all levels
to help keep Airmen informed on current issues, clear up
confusion, dispel rumors and provide additional face-toface communication.
To subscribe to an e-mail version of the product, visit www.
af.mil/subscribe. Airman’s Roll Call is one of 30 featured Air
Force products that can be received via e-mail.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Amanda Delisle

A story to tell
Angel Chun, wife of Col. Cary Chun, 50th Space Wing commander, and a holiday puppet, read to 3- and 4-year-old children at the Child
Development Center here Dec. 15.

holiday message

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — The following is a holiday
message from Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Donley,
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton A. Schwartz and Chief
Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley:
“The holidays give each of us an opportunity to reflect our accomplishments of the past year and cherish
time with our families. It is also a time to look forward
to a new year of opportunities, both collectively and
individually.
“Our Air Force faced difficult challenges this year and
all of you responded admirably in meeting them. As a
Service, we renewed our focus on stewardship, accountability, precision and reliability. These are the hallmarks
of our core values — integrity, service and excellence.
Each and every one of you is vitally important. Our role
as trustworthy partners in today’s joint and coalition fight
depends on your day-to-day contributions. We could not
be more proud of all you do to demonstrate that the Air
Force is “all in” and devoted to winning today’s fight
while preparing for tomorrow’s challenges.
“During this holiday season, you can reflect with pride
that many of our great nation’s Soldiers, Sailors, Marines,
Coast Guardsmen and Airmen may safely celebrate with
their families because of your contribution. The global
vigilance, reach and power you collectively provide the
nation are vital to our security, both at home and abroad.
In the coming year, we will continue to innovate the air,
space and cyberspace capabilities we provide combatant
commanders. You are the strength of our Air Force and
its greatest asset. It is our privilege to serve with you
all, and we are grateful for the support your families so
faithfully provide.
“We recognize your service requires great sacrifice.
While many Airmen will enjoy time with their families
this holiday season, tens of thousands more are separated
from loved ones or far from home because of their selfless
service to the nation. We honor all of you, your service
and your families who share in your sacrifice. We wish
you all a safe and happy holiday season.”

COLORADO POWER CLASSIFED
BaChElor’S | MaStEr’S | DoCtoratE*
Computer Engineering
Computer Science
Computer Systems Security
Electrical Engineering
Enterprise Information Systems
Software Engineering
* Degree levels and degree programs vary by campus.
Please check with the campus you are interested in attending for availability.

TRIVIA CONTEST
WIN A $50 VISA
GIFT CARD!*

It’s simple!
Look through
the classifieds
section for the
hidden Colorado
Trivia Question
and email your
answer and your
contact info to classifieds@csmng.com.
Guess the correct answers
each week for a month and
be entered in the monthly
drawing to win. One prize
will be given out monthly.
Contest runs October, November & December 2008!

iHint: Employment
ColoraDo SprIngS CaMpuS
4435 north
north Chestnut
Chestnut Street
Street
4435
Colorado Springs,
Springs, Co
Co 80907
80907
Colorado

*Must be 18 years or older to win.

1.888.266.1555
www.coloradotech
coloradotech.edu
edu
www

CEC2235990 - 09/08
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New terminology
recognizes
contributions
of Airmen

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Jason Epley

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz speaks during an Airman’s Call at Joint Base Balad, Iraq, Oct. 25. General Schwartz visited eight
installations in the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility and Horn of Africa with Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney McKinley.
By Senior Airman J.G. Buzanowski
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — The Air Force is adopting new
terminology to better reflect participation in today’s joint fight,
the Air Force chief of staff advised in a letter to the field.
Airmen who were previously categorized as filling nonstandard or “in lieu of” taskings now will be referred to as
filling a joint expeditionary tasking, or JET.
“When it comes to being part of the joint fight, the Air Force
is all in,” Gen. Norton Schwartz said. “The term JET reinforces
our commitment to the joint fight as an equal member of the
joint team. The amazing contributions Airmen make around
the world every day are not in lieu of anything.”
The Air Force change comes on the heels of a larger shift
within the entire Department of Defense. As of Oct. 1, DOD
terminology for “in Lieu of” taskings was refined and broken
out into three separate sourcing categories to more narrowly
and accurately define the nature of the tasks military members perform.
The DOD categories for non-standard taskings previously
referred to as ILO are now:
— Joint Force/Capability Solution: military members from

Welcome... to the dental practice of

Jackson Anderson, D.D.S.

Cimarron Hills Dental Center

one Service who perform their core mission in place of military
members from another Service
— AD-HOC: military members from one Service combined
with military members and equipment from another Service
into a single deployable unit
— ILO: military members performing mission capabilities
outside of their normal competencies
An Air Force RED HORSE team filling an Army engineering
battalion requirement would be an example of a joint force/
capability solution task. An example of an ad-hoc task would
be a provincial reconstruction team, a capability which is built
when needed and not contained in any Service. Currently the
Air Force does not have any taskings which meet the new
DOD definition for ILO.
Regardless, General Schwartz stressed the term JET would
be used for all non-standard taskings to help capture the
magnitude of Airmen’s service. While DOD terminology will
still be used in joint planning, Airmen will use the term JET
internally to encompass all of these terms to “emphasize our
contribution to the fight with a single term that reflects our
esprit and mission,” the general said.
“When our nation needs us, we answer the call,” he said.

WE PAY TOP $$$

for an appointment

N

Powers

AcAdemy

719-597-9057

Commentary by Lt. Col. John Giles
45th Operations Support Squadron commander

CAPE CANAVERAL AIR FORCE STATION, Fla.
— Has a mentor made a difference in your life? As a
mid-level captain stationed at Cape Canaveral in 1998, I
considered separating from the United States Air Force.
My job wasn’t bad but I lacked focus. I didn’t view my
role in the Air Force as significant and I had little sense
of being a part of something bigger than myself. I had
no long-term direction.
Maybe there are members of your unit who feel this way.
If so, quality interaction with an Airman who has earned
their respect can make all the difference. In fact, I believe
mentoring is one of the most valuable tools in the USAF
toolkit to develop mature and effective Airmen. Here are
some specific ways a mentor can make an impact.
Professional Training: In addition to basic job knowledge, an experienced mentor can teach a fellow Airman
about other important Air Force topics such as professional military education, assignments, the promotion
system and so on. More than academic, this interaction
teaches an individual practical ways to function and be
effective in the Air Force organization.
Personal Development: Service members have lives
outside the Air Force. Many face difficult challenges in
finances, relationships and their health. Wise council from
a respected mentor can add perspective, raise awareness of
how to deal with situations, impart a sense that someone
cares and ultimately improve quality of life.
Setting an Example: One of the best ways to develop
new skills is to observe others in action. A mentor can
demonstrate effective behaviors that a junior Airman can
then emulate. This type of example can ease discomfort
about dealing with problems by offering the opportunity
to see how an experienced individual functions and interacts with those around them at work and at home.
I was fortunate to find several mentors at a pivotal
point in my career. For me, these were individuals who I
respected, who were approachable and made a deliberate
effort to help me develop professionally and personally.
Rather than look down on my inexperience, they accepted
the responsibility to set an example I could follow. This
instilled in me a sense of belonging and imparted definite
direction to my Air Force career.
I challenge you to look for opportunities to be a mentor. You never know the difference you could make in
COSprings_Military_AD.ai
8/26/08
9:42:59 AM
someone’s
life.
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ONE GREAT nation
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• King James Bible
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On In-Town Condos & Homes

866.387.5717

AlpineResortProperties.com

FREE Season Pass
with 5 nights lodging
plus 30% off lodging thereafter
Ski-in/Ski-out Condos

800•621•8190

www.ironhorsevacations.com

take a winter park ski vacation. you`ve earned it.

Home of First
Baptist Christian
Academy
Opening Fall
2008

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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Officials set military housing allowance rates for 2009
By Army Staff Sgt. Michael J. Carden
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Housing allowances
for military members will go up an average of 6.9 percent in 2009, Defense Department officials announced
Dec. 15.
The increase comes to an average of about $95 per
month across the board for the 950,000 servicemembers expected to draw basic allowance for housing, or
BAH, in 2009, but some servicemembers will not see
any increase at all, and others will see less than that the
average increase, said Susan A. Brumbaugh, director
of the Defense Department’s BAH program.
“We did see some decreases in some areas for some
pay grades,” she said, “[but] it’s not across the broad
spectrum. We also saw some significant increases across
the board, so it’s a balance.
“In some years, you’ll have a rental market that is very
strong in some areas,” she explained, “and in others
areas, you’ll have local rental markets where there’s not
a lot of housing available. So it changes. It can fluctuate
from year to year. Every year you’ll see some [areas]
that go down and some that go up, and this was a very

Risks
From page 1
• Check each set of lights, new or old,
for broken or cracked sockets, frayed
or bare wires or loose connections.
Throw out damaged sets and replace
burned-out bulbs with new ones of the
same wattage.
• Stay away from power or feeder lines
leading from utility poles into older
homes.
• Turn off lights when you go to bed or
leave the house.
• Outdoor electric lights and decorations
should be plugged into circuits protected by ground-fault circuit interrupters
to protect against electric shock.

typical year.”
Those who do notice their area’s BAH is lower than
last year’s shouldn’t worry, Ms. Brumbaugh said, because
an individual rate protection law is in place to protect
those who already are under a rental agreement. So, if
BAH rates in their area are lower Jan. 1 than Dec. 31,
the previous, higher rate applies. Servicemembers who
change duty stations after Jan. 1 will be affected by the
new, lower rates for that area, she explained.
“If [the military member’s] status didn’t change, his
rate will not go down,” she said. “Individual rate protection is in place. It’s in the law, and it’s not going to
change.”
The local market economy serves as the basis for
BAH rate changes. Military housing officials from each
installation begin collecting data from the local rental
market as early as January each year. They research the
current rates for two-bedroom houses, townhouses,
single-family homes and all the different standards and
profiles for homes, Ms. Brumbaugh explained.
Typically, rates are higher in larger, more heavily
populated metropolitan areas, such as New York City,
Chicago and Washington, D.C. Rates in rural areas

Candles and other decorations

• Keep burning candles within sight and
never use lit candles on a tree or near
other evergreens.
• In homes with small children, take
special care to avoid sharp or breakable decorations, keep trimmings with
small removable parts out of the reach
of children who could swallow or inhale small pieces and avoid trimmings
that resemble candy or food that may
tempt a child to eat them.
• To avoid lung irritation, follow container directions carefully while decorating
with artificial snow sprays.
• Don’t burn wrapping papers in the
fireplace. Wrappings can ignite suddenly and burn intensely, resulting in
a flash fire.

(Information courtesy of the 50th Space Wing
Safety office)

usually are more stable, and although they may increase
to some degree, the rise doesn’t have the same impact
as in larger cities, she said.
“The military housing offices are looking at adequate
and appropriate dwellings we would want our military
families living in,” she said. “They don’t look at a small,
two-bedroom house and say, ‘We could put an E-5 with
a family in that.’ They look at it as something that would
be appropriate for that particular profile.”
The BAH program is designed to benefit servicemembers, but it’s not designed to pay 100 percent of
their housing expenses, Ms. Brumbaugh said. Although
she’s never met a servicemember who is pleased with
his or her BAH rates, she said, the program is very
well designed, and once servicemembers understand
the process for which the rates are set, they’re fairly
satisfied.
“The entitlement is a wonderful entitlement,” she
said. “[The Defense Department] absolutely bends over
backward to make sure that if there is any change at
all, it’s for the benefit of the member.”

Cookies
From page 1
Mary Lacombe, 21st Space Wing career
assistance advisor.
Schriever and Peterson supported the
dormitory Airmen with donated oatmeal,
chocolate chip, sugar, peanut butter, ginger
snap and a variety of other cookies and
confections. The bases’ military members,
along with family members, also showed
how much they care by bagging the thousands of cookies at a very busy Peterson
Chapel room.
The hundreds of volunteers who baked
and donated the cookies and sweets, helped
organize, bag and deliver them, all worked
together to ensure the success of the pro-

gram, according to Mrs. Wren.
“It’s an absolutely wonderful thing to see
a room full of people from the base, from
first sergeants to Airmen, to help distribute cookies,” said Angel Chun, Peterson
Spouses’ Club member and Schriever’s
cookie drive coordinator. “They were
excited and it meant something; it was a
heartfelt thing to do and everyone came
together.”
Once all the treats were bagged, volunteers loaded them up and took them to the
dormitories for delivery. Dorm managers
and volunteers knocked on each military
member’s door to deliver the special packages and wish each a happy holiday.

Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

 Military Discounts! 
Ask about our

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeff Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients

9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123

FREE
TOWING!
Peak to Peak Transmission
Serving
Colorado Springs and Surrounding Areas
1290 Ainsworth St.

638-6559
www.peaktopeaktransmission.com

FREE Performance Check and Diagnostics

7995

$

(Most Cars)

TRANSMISSION
TUNE-UP
INCLUDES: Change Transmission
Fluid Clean Screens (if possible)
• Adjust Bands (if possible) • Replace
Pan Gasket • Road Test Remove Pan
• Replaceable Filters Extra. Not valid
with other offers. With coupon.

100 OFF

$

TRANSMISSION
REPAIR

ANY INTERNAL
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION REPAIR
Must present coupon at time of
purchase. Minimum $1000 repair
Not valid with other offers.
With coupon.
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Schriever lieutenant
snags third rugby honor
By Scott Prater
Schriever Sentinel

First Lieutenant Joe Riedesel felt his bone give way. His
nose doubled as a faucet as blood gushed out onto the grimy
field.
He stumbled from the field, rushed to the sideline and
waited impatiently as trainers stuffed cotton up both of his
nostrils. A quick squirt of peroxide and a pat on the back
later, and he strode back on the field.
Not even a broken nose can hinder a determined rugby
player.
Lieutenant Riedesel finished that game against Army in
the All-Armed Forces Rugby Championship tournament
Nov. 17 at Fort Benning, Ga., and he went on to play four
more games as his Air Force team claimed the championship
trophy for the fifth consecutive year.
Afterward, he heard more good news. The 2nd Space
Operations Squadron Airman was named to the All
Tournament team . . . for the fourth consecutive year.
“He’s a tremendous athlete,” said Air Force coach, Lt.
Col. Dan Lockert. “He gets all around the pitch, and he’s
everywhere you need him to be, whether he’s got ball in
hand or running in support.”
Lieutenant Riedesel competes at a position known as the
“prop,” one of the front-line players a rugby team uses to
force its will on an opposing team. The prop, along with
other front-row players, provides the main power in the
push forward in the scrum. For this reason they are usually
the strongest and heaviest players on the team.
At 6 feet, 225 pounds, Lieutenant Riedesel say’s he’s often
outweighed by 60 pounds.
“There’s no technology between you and your opponent,”
he said. “It’s just man to man. It takes you back to the roots
of football. I enjoy rugby. It helps me relax and it’s just an
outlet for anything that’s going poorly.”
Lieutenant Riedesel didn’t earn just a position for the AllArmed Forces team, he was a unanimous choice, as voted on
by the coaches who participated in the tournament.
As a sport, rugby dates back to 1823, but it’s still relatively
new to the lieutenant. Little did he know that a desire to
keep his weight down would lead to such an exciting turn
of events.
Recruited to play football for the Air Force Academy, the
cadet fought to earn his place on the team, but his class was a
big one for linebackers, with 42 invited to training camp.

Courtesy photo

First Lt. Joe Riedesel runs up to tackle a Marine in support of his teammate, 2nd Lt. Marc Ward, during the Armed Forces Rugby Championship
tournament in November.
He was told if he put 30 pounds on his 6-foot frame he
could play defensive line. But, after gaining the weight he was
still number three on the depth chart. Once again, coaches
told him, “gain 30 more pounds and maybe you could play
on the offensive line.”
He decided enough was enough. During his sophomore
season, he bagged football.
That same year his roommate invited him to play rugby
for the Air Force Academy team. Lieutenant Riedesel tried
out, made the team, and fell in love with the sport.
He started for AFA teams that won the NCAA rugby title
in 2003 and reached the NCAA playoffs in 2004 and 2005.
Playing loosehead prop, Lieutenant Riedesel earned allAmerican honors his senior season.
That event opened the eyes of the Air Force team, a squad
comprised of active duty, guard and reserve Airmen. He was
invited to tryout, and later, join the Air Force team mere
months after graduating from the Air Force Academy. That
2005 team won the All-Armed Forces tournament, and
Lieutenant Riedesel then earned his first stint on the AllArmed Forces team and the Combined Services team.
“It was a lot of fun,” he said. “We went over to Europe and
competed internationally against other military teams from

France, the Czech Republic and Germany.”
In 2006, the Combined Services team traveled to play in
a tournament in the Caribbean.
Colonel Lockert says it’s important to understand that the
Airmen who play rugby for the Air Force team aren’t professionals; they’re career Airmen who play rugby because they
love the sport. Their accomplishments come with limited
time for practice and travel.
The sport also tends to wear a body down.
“You get real sore,” Lieutenant Riedesel said. “I’ve had
bursa sacks blown out on both knees. Those take a couple
of months to heal.
The All-Armed Forces team will suit up again in 2009,
sometime in March or April, when Lieutenant Riedesel can
expect more punishment.
“I don’t know how long I’ll keep playing,” he said. “Having
a winning season inspires you to keep on playing. For me it’s
great playing with a great bunch of guys. You get to know
them and it’s always sort of a reunion when you get back
together. I love that the most.
“I’m going to give myself two more years if my knees hold
up, then maybe I’ll have to look into playing racquetball.”

Work as we know it has changed...

so what are you
doing to adapt?

In today’s fast-paced and competitive
business environment, you are no
longer judged for your loyalty and
seniority but by the success of your
last project. . . By achieving notable
results on projects you position
yourself as a valuable asset.
—Project Management Institute (PMI®)

If your goal is to advance in rank or begin a
civilian career, you need CCU’s accredited

CERTIFICATE IN PROJECT MANAGEMENT
holidays are more festive than ever at the Zoo’s new
winter Wildl
Wild and. Make enrichment gifts for your favorite
animals and mingle with Santa at The loft. accompany
him as he delivers your gifts to the animals. Take in
thousands of holiday lights from the Mountaineer Sky
Ride or experience their beauty firsthand while walking
through the park. either way, holidays at the Zoo are
wilder than ever.

Info Session Wed., Jan. 7, 5-6PM at PPCC, Room A-255
➣
➣
➣
➣

Take classes online or one evening a week from CCU at PPCC
Four 5-week courses . . . start in January and ﬁnish in June 2009
Covers Project Management Book of Knowledge (PMBOK®) topics
Prepares you to pursue your PMI Project Management Professional
(PMP®) certiﬁcation

Thursdays thru Sundays
december 5 – January 4
5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (last ticket sold at 8:00 p.m.)
Admission:
Adults: $7.25, $10.25 with Sky Ride • Kids: $4.25, $7.25 with Sky Ride
Call 719-633-9925 or visit cmzoo.org.
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Sponsors:
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1125 Kelly Johnson Blvd., Suite 105, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
Take I-25 To exIT 138 weST and follow
The SIgnS.
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719.867.5800 • www.ccu.edu/scc
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Base Briefs
Schriever fitness center holiday hours

The fitness centers’ hours will be as follows during the
holidays:
Dec. 22/Dec. 23
Main fitness center — 5 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Annex — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Dec. 24
Main fitness center — 5 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Annex — 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Dec. 25
Main fitness center — Closed
Annex — Closed
Dec. 26/Dec. 27
Main fitness center — 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Annex — Closed
Dec. 28
Main fitness center — Closed
Annex — Closed
Dec. 29/30
Main fitness center — 5 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Annex — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Dec. 31
Main fitness center — 5 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Annex — 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• Wheel & Tire
Packages
• Bed Rugs

Jan. 1-3
Main fitness center — 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Annex — Closed
Jan. 4
Main fitness center — Closed
Annex — Closed
Jan. 5
Main fitness center — 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Annex — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Annual AF-wide customer feedback survey

The annual Air Force-wide Customer Feedback Survey
will be available online through Jan. 15. Visit www.usafservue.com, select Schriever and complete the survey. Be sure
to hit “submit” when you are finished. This information is
used to identify what is being done right and identify areas
of improvement.
For more information, contact Lynn Sleeth at 567-4740
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• Spray Liners
• Nerf Bars
• Grill Guards

Silverado /Sierra Crew Cab Short Bed, 700 Series

Ram Quad Cab, Model 100XQ

Military Discount — 5% off

667-0053

2400 Naegele Ave
West Hwy 24 at 25th Street

Supervisor Safety Training rescheduled

Due to the Holidays, Supervisor Safety Training has been
rescheduled from Dec. 25 to Dec. 23.
For more information, contact Tech Sgt. Steven Briggs
at 567-2848.

Locally Owned & Operated
By Retired Military

10% MILITARY DISCOUNT ALL THE TIME!!

We have
11 HDTVs, so
you’ll NEVER
miss a game!
NFL SUNDAY TICKET
ESPN COLLEGE GAME DAY

U.S. Air Force photos/Staff Sgt. Amanda Delisle

Share and Care
Melinda Fraizer, Child Development Center provider, and her class of six children, accept a certificate of appreciation presented by
Col. Otis Hutchinson and Angel Chun Dec. 15 for the six boxes of food they collected as part their Share and Care program for those
in need. Colonel Hutchinson is the 50th Mission Support Group commander and Mrs. Chun is the wife of Col. Cary Chun, 50th Space
Wing commander.

referral is
No Primar y Care
call for
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• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall
TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

(NW Corner of Powers/Barnes)

Book your event now!
(719) 578-0608

www.rhinosbar.com

Attention Military
Searching for a
way to get
ahead? Look
no further.
You can get college credit for your
Military training and experience.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination benefit!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

Visit us at:

4307 Integrity Center Point

University of the Rockies would like to wish a
Happy Birthday to the United States Air Force.

Whether you are Permanent or
TDY Military, you and your
dependents qualify for in-state tuition.

Financial Aid Available!

To the troops around the
world, our thoughts are
with you and your
families. Thank you to
all that serve and have
served our country.
Happy Birthday!

ENROLL TODAY! Spring classes begin Jan. 21

Find out more online at

ppcc.edu/military

1.800.877.1184
For more information
about the
University of the Rockies,
email info@rockies.edu
or visit our website at
www.rockies.edu.
University of the Rockies is accredited by The Higher Learning
Commission and a member of the North Central Association (NCA).

PPCC Military Programs 502-4100
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Happy
Holidays
From
®

Headquarted In Colorado Springs

Proud Sponsor of:

Member

www. noradsanta.org

