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National Moment
of Remembrance
To commemorate
Memorial Day, the
White House has
asked that all
Americans share a
National Moment of
Remembrance by
pausing at 3 p.m.
Monday for a moment
of silence or to listen
to taps in memory of
who have served and
died for our freedom.

Community raising of
the flags - 9:30 a.m.
Monday at the Veterans
Honor Court Shrine of
Remembrance, 1730 E.
Fountain Blvd.
Pikes Peak Veterans
Council Ceremony 11 a.m. Monday at
Memorial Park with
guest speaker Lt. Gen.
Roger Dekok,
AFSPC vice
commander.
Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jim Varhegyi

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld answers
a reporter’s question in the Pentagon pressroom after giving his evaluation of the report of
the Commission to Assess United States
National Security Space Management and
Organization, May 8. The commission recommended designating the Department of the Air
Force as executive agent for space within the
Department of Defense.

This weekend marks
the beginning of the
“101 Critical Days of
Summer”
- Page 6
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Air Force transforms
military Space activities

Community
Activities

News

Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.

WASHINGTON — The Air
Force is stepping out to implement
decisions from the Secretary of
Defense to transform the way military
space is managed and organized.
The service will put into motion
recommendations made by the congressionally chartered space commission, a group that looked at national
security space activities and suggested steps to strengthen and streamline
how national leaders, the Department
of Defense and the Air Force manage
space.
The DOD recently reviewed the
report and agreed with its recommendations.
“This is an historic event in the
Air Force’s ongoing pursuit of aerospace integration and advanced space
capabilities, and we are excited to
tackle these new challenges,” said
Acting Secretary of the Air Force Dr.
Lawrence J. Delaney. “We recognize
the trust the Secretary of Defense has
placed in the Air Force and we are
ready to implement his directives.”
Gen. Ed Eberhart, Air Force
Space
Command
commander,
describes this transformation of space
activities as a critical step.
“This is a tremendous opportunity for the Air Force,” Eberhart said.
“We’re excited about what this will
mean for all aspects of our space program, and especially what it will
mean for America’s security. We’re
working closely with our service partners and all of DOD to implement the

commission’s recommendations.”
The intensive planning underway by the Air Force and other services will implement the commission’s
far-reaching set of recommendations
involving space organization and
management improvements, to
include career force development,
acquisition, operations, budgeting and
planning at the national, DOD and Air
Force levels.
Among the commission’s specific recommendations the Air Force
will be designated as the executive
agent for space within DOD and the
undersecretary of the Air Force will
be assigned as the Space Acquisition
Executive and Director of the
National Reconnaissance Office. The
commission also recommended
realigning the Space and Missile
Systems Center to become part of Air
Force Space Command and enhancing space career and professional
development.
Gen. Michael E. Ryan, Air Force
chief of staff, described the changes
ahead in the DOD and Air Force
space program as comprehensive and
far-reaching, a true watershed event.
“As a nation, we are more
dependent on space than ever before
for our economic and security needs,”
Ryan said. “These changes to our
space program are necessary, and truly
profound. It’s an exciting time to be on
the leading edge of the transformation
of our military space capabilities.”
(Courtesy of Air Force Print News)

Scholarship program graduates with honors
By Bonnie Powell
DeCA Marketing Business Unit

FORT LEE, Va. - One military
benefit has become even more valuable to
nearly 400 college and high school students. The first Defense Commissary
Agency-sponsored “Scholarships for
Military Children” program is complete,
and winners were recently announced.
The program was initiated last fall at
over 280 commissaries worldwide to
award scholarships to graduating high
school seniors or college-enrolled students. At least one $1,500 award per commissary location was planned for the first
year, but students turned in more than
5,000 applications and sponsor donations
amounted to over $500,000.
“The response from students and

sponsors was fantastic,” said Maj. Gen.
Robert J. Courter, Jr., DeCA director.
“Through the generosity of our trading
partners, additional scholarships were
made available for other high-quality
applicants.” More than 390 scholarships
are being awarded for the fall of 2001. For
a complete list of winners, go to
www.commissaries.com.
“The commissary benefit is always
named as one of the top military benefits,”
said Courter. “This scholarship program
enhances an already valuable benefit by
improving educational opportunities for
military children. It also involves our
commissaries more deeply with the military community they serve.”
Scholarships were open to qualified
sons and daughters of U.S. military active
duty, retired, and Guard/Reserve members.

A 3.0 grade point average, community and
leadership activities, and an essay entitled
“What Being a Military Dependent Means
to Me” were also required.
According to Bernard Coté of
Scholarship Managers, the overall caliber
of applicants was very high; so high that in
many cases the decision came down to a
student’s level of community involvement
coupled with the essay.
“The caliber of recipients is exceptional with the average GPA exceeding
3.5,” said Coté. “This ranks near the top
of all the scholarship programs evaluated
by Scholarship Managers. The essays are
also exceptional! Many are fit for publication and they reflect mature, outstanding
young persons whose lives have been
enriched by their parents’ military experiences.”
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Leaders send Memorial Day message

Photo by Staff Sgt. Angela Stafford

The American Flag waves in the wind above a sea
of white tombstones in Arlington National
Cemetery.

WASHINGTON (AFPN) -The following is a Memorial Day
message issued by Dr. Lawrence J.
Delaney, acting secretary of the
Air Force, and Gen. Michael E.
Ryan, Air Force chief of staff:
"President Lincoln captured
the essence of Memorial Day in
these words at Gettysburg: 'The
world will little note, nor long
remember what we say here, but it
can never forget what they did
here.'
"Since the Civil War,
Memorial Day has been a day for
Americans to remember the many
service members who, in the
course of fulfilling their duties,
have given their lives for the freedoms we enjoy. This year, we
should also think of our service
men and women deployed around
the world, thanking them for
defending the values we hold dear.
"On this Memorial Day, a
grateful nation honors those who
have given the last full measure
for our nation."

Message from the
21st Space W ing commander
Memorial Day presents a chance for all
Americans to reflect on the sacrifices of military members, past and present. Just like we
all have family ancestors, we also have military ancestors: the people who fought so that
we could live as we do today, with freedom
and democracy.
The conditions they worked under were
challenging and, in some cases, primitive
compared to our world today. Even as recently as five years ago we did not have the technology we have today. And although these
advances may make it easier to complete a
mission, the mission requires the same level
of commitment and loyalty on the part of all
military members.
So as we celebrate this holiday week-

end with barbecues and family gatherings I
ask you to spend a few moments remembering our military ancestors and all our troops
currently stationed worldwide. It's not easy
to be separated from your family, no matter
what time of year. We all continue to make
personal sacrifices for all Americans. Be
proud of your ancestry.
This weekend also marks the start of
the 101 Critical Days of Summer. Many people like to get adventurous as the weather
gets warmer. It's great to be involved in
activities and spend time with family and
friends, but be careful and watch out for each
other. Each of you is a very important member of Team 21. I want to see each of you
back from a great four-day weekend.

Chief’s corner
By Chief Master Sgt. Fred Shoettler
21st SW command chief master sergeant

Outdoor induction ceremony - Mark your calendars for
June 1, 3:30 p.m., and plan to attend the first-ever Peterson
Complex outdoor induction and promotion recognition ceremony.
It will be held in front of wing headquarters, Bldg. 845. This will be
a momentous occasion, in part, because the ceremony is open to all
NCOs who have yet to be officially inducted into our NCO ranks.
For more information, call Tech. Sgt. George Hinojos at 556-2108.
Another reason the ceremony will be special is that it will
include the dedication of the official base flag plaza. Eventually,
once the “giant voice” system is installed around base, we will play
Retreat and Reveille. If you want to reserve the official flag plaza
for a ceremony (such as a retirement), call the 21st Support Group
at 556-7338 to make your request.
Financial Responsibility - I once lived in a neighborhood
where a young student delivered the newspaper. Every morning he
was up at 5:30 folding papers and loading his bike for the run
through the neighborhood. I asked him once about the hardest part
of being a newspaper delivery guy. To my surprise, it wasn’t getting up early; it was collecting money at the end of the month.
Now, some 20 years later, I find myself sympathizing with him as I
realize that collecting money is a frustrating thing.
What I’m talking about are the people who say, “sign me up
for the awards lunch (or dinner) and I’ll pay you later.” When the
event is over, the club needs its money. There is no free lunch in
this world – someone has to pay for those meals.
I hear many excuses when I try to collect money from people.
My favorite is “the wing will cover it.” Really? To whom or what
organization are these people referring? Who is this wing that will
pay? The point is, if you plan to attend a function, pay up-front (in
cash or with your club card). People who make a reservation and
don’t pay up-front may be surprised to find themselves at a table
with ice water for the main course. All we ask is that you be
responsible. It is part of being a military professional.
First sergeant positions available - Due to forecasted retirements and upcoming assignments, there are several openings
around the Peterson Complex for new first sergeants. If you think
you have what it takes to become an outstanding first sergeant,
contact your unit first sergeant for an interview and more information. Good luck!
Holiday ahead - Finally, enjoy the upcoming time-off and be
aware of your surroundings, especially if you’re out on or near the
water. Summer is here and it is time to get out with your families
and enjoy the great Colorado weather, but please bring everyone
home safe and sound. See you around the wing. Take care.

Action line

Submitting Action Lines
The Action
Line (556-7777
or by fax: 5567848) is your
direct link to me.
It provides an
avenue for you to
voice concerns
over unsolved
problems, share
good ideas or
provide some
constructive critiBrig. Gen. Bob Kehler
cism.
As a reminder, the Action Line is not a
replacement for using your chain of command. Action Lines can help make the
Peterson Complex and the wing a better
place to live and work.

Q.

Why is the surcharge so high at the Aragon
Dining Facility? I paid a 75 cent-surcharge on food
that totaled $2.20. A tax, at only 6 or 7 cents on the
dollar, is cheaper. It would be cheaper for me to go off
base and buy something. With prices this outrageous,
we should get more BAS.

A.

Thank you for your question concerning the
military dining facility surcharge. The Office of the
Secretary of Defense Comptroller sets the surcharge
rates based on their determination of how much reimbursement they need to collect to help offset a portion
of the operating cost of military dining facilities.
Currently the surcharge is 30 percent, but you may
remember that prior to 1996 the surcharge was as
much as 280 percent. The Office of the Secretary of
Defense Comptroller changed the surcharge rules
(allowed by law) in 1996 requiring all customers to
pay, not just officers or those on TDY/PCS status. The
comptroller also rescinded all surcharge waivers in
effect at that time, and stated that no further waivers
will be granted. To date, they have not changed the
policy. If you have further questions, please call Capt.
David Andino-Aquino, services squadron, at 5566229.

Q.

What was civil engineer justification for
installing six sets of traffic lights on Peterson Blvd.,
for traffic entering the base? I noticed the improvements to the intersection of Peterson and Paine, and
the new traffic lights look great. But didn’t they think
we could see five or even four lights? Six seems a little much.

A.

Thank you for calling. Colorado Department
of Transportation regulations require one traffic signal for each traffic lane, plus one signal on the pole to
enable drivers traveling behind large trucks to see the
signals. For the southbound Peterson Blvd. approach
to Paine, there are two left turn lanes, two through
lanes and one right turn lane, for a total of five lanes.
Including the signal on the pole, there are six signals
on this approach, as required. On the northbound
Peterson approach to Paine, an overhead signal for the
right turn lane was not needed because the northbound right turn lane lines up with the pole on the
northeast corner. On the Paine St. westbound
approach to Peterson Blvd. there is an additional signal on the through lane. That signal will be removed.
If you have more questions, please call Ken
Chalifour, civil engineer squadron, at 556-4133.
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Park re-opens at Cheyenne Mountain
By Airman 1st Class Brian Hill
21st SW Public Affairs

A ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrating the completion of the remodeling efforts at Mountain Man
Park at Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station took
place May 18.
More than 300 people attended the event, hosted by Brig. Gen. Mike Gould, Cheyenne Mountain
Operations Center commander; Col. Don Alston, 21st
Space Wing vice commander; and Col. Bruce
Crownover, 721st Support Group commander.
Hamburgers, hotdogs and bratwursts were
served, and softball, horseshoes, racquetball and volleyball tournaments were played.
Park improvements included landscaping and
irrigation, relocation of the contractor storage area, a
new basketball court (to be constructed this summer),
and a future parking lot for the Consolidated Training
Facility (part of a project to install curbs and gutters
and repair pavement on the access road).
Alston awarded the 721st Communications
Squadron the intramural sports Commander’s
Trophy. This is the unit’s second consecutive year
winning the award.
The origin of the name of the park is unknown.
However, honoring people who’ve worked at
Cheyenne Mountain with a statue of a “Mountain
Man” has been a long-standing tradition, and a lifesize statue of a mountain man was carved and placed
near the gazebo at the park about 10 years ago.

Photo by Budd Butcher

Left to right, Col. Bruce Crownover, 721st Support Group commander, Brig. Gen. Mike Gould,
Cheyenne Mountain Operations Center commander, and Col. Don Alston, 21st Space Wing vice
commander, open the recently remodeled Mountain Man Park during a ribbon cutting ceremony
May 18.

AEF Center offers new Web format
Lt. Col. Bryan A. Holt
Aerospace Expeditionary Force Center

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va. — The
Air Force’s Web-based deployment tool, EAF Online,
has been redesigned to give airmen more help with
Air Expeditionary Force issues.
The Aerospace Expeditionary Force Center here
redesigned the Web site to give users more information,
enhanced access and the convenience of a single source
for all AEF deployment information. The center is
responsible for implementing the Air Force EAF concept.
“This is a major milestone to provide better service to those deploying,” said Lt. Col. Marie Barboza,
center project officer for EAF Online.
The new format combines features of the previous AEFC site into a Web portal which provides
access to various databases and can be customized for
each user. The site offers an array of information
including deployment checklists, the AEF commanders’ playbook, lessons learned, and the newest feature,
the commanders’ toolkit.
The major attraction for deployers is the position
descriptions with information on the duties, requirements and conditions of specific deployed positions.
Users get the information by first registering at the site,
which establishes their profile. Future log-ins will provide information tailored to a user’s career field. The
deployment checklist includes training, medical status
and other qualifications required for deployment, as
well as links to references. Commanders can track
training requirements of their people.
The commander’s toolkit upgrade allows com-

manders to track the deployment status of their unit
and people. Future enhancements will include a training module to track skill-level training and a module
to track operations tempo. All modules are updated by
pulling data from existing Air Force data sources,
such as the Personnel Data System.
“EAF Online is also very beneficial to Air Force
Reserve and Air National Guard members,” Barboza
said. The position descriptions and the Commanders’
Toolkits include information for active, Guard and
Reserve personnel.
The Web site can be accessed via military and
government computers at https://aefcenter.acc.af.mil/.
The AEFC has also added a new public Web site
accessible from any computer. It can be accessed
through EAF Online or directly at http://aefc.langley.af.mil. Updated daily, the unclassified site allows
users to link to EAF/AEF activities, theater information and other key issues.
“As the AEF construct matures, the unclassified
Web site provides critical information on how the Air
Force conducts business in the 21st century to the
general public, family members and news media representatives,” Barboza said . “This also allows Air
Force people to get certain AEF information from
their home computers.
The sites offer “one-stop shopping” for those eligible to deploy and those who want more information
about the EAF concept and AEF process. Individuals
can also provide feedback through EAF Online.
“It is critical that everyone identified for an AEF
should go to EAF Online to obtain the latest information they need for their deployment,” Barboza said.

Briefs
Flag plaza dedication, promotion-induction ceremony
slated for June 1
The 21st Space Wing flag plaza will
be dedicated in a ceremony June 1,
3:30 p.m., in front of the 21st SW headquarters, Building 845. The ceremony
will also include the first-ever Peterson
Complex outdoor induction and promotion
recognition ceremony. For more information, call Tech. Sgt. George Hinojos at
556-2108.

Change of command Thursday
Maj. Paul A. Bugenske will relinquish
command of the 21st Contracting Squadron
to Lt. Col. Reggie Selby Thursday, 10 a.m.,
at the Peterson Air Force Base officers'
club. Selby joins Team 21 after serving as
a U. S. Strategic Command acquisitions
officer at Offutt AFB, Neb.

Space Observer
Published by the Gazette, 30 S. Prospect Street, Box 1779, Colorado
Springs, 80901, a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under
exclusive written contract with the 21st Space Wing. This commercial enterprise
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Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by DOD, the Department of the Air
Force or the Gazette, of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised
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patron.
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Public Affairs Office, 775 Loring Ave., Suite 218, Peterson AFB, Colo., 809141294. All photographs are Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.
The Space Observer is published every Friday. For advertising inquiries , call
the Gazette, (719) 636-0325 for display ads, and 476-1663 for classified ads.
Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted to the 21st SW/PAI,
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Civilians leadership programs ‘Battlebots’
offer career opportunities
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
(AFPN) — The Air Force is looking for about 164
GS-12 through GS-15 civilian employees who are
interested in developing their leadership and management potential.
Under the Air Force Civilian Competitive
Development Program, the service will select 104
candidates nominated by senior leaders to participate
in a variety of management development activities.
The Defense Leadership and Management Program
will select an additional 50 to 60 qualified Air Force
candidates.
“Together, CCDP and DLAMP offer a framework wherein civilian employees can manage their
careers to reach maximum leadership potential,” said
Elinor Gonzales, resources and employee development division chief here.
The DLAMP is designed to cultivate select
employees from GS-13 through GS-15 grades into
leaders and managers through a comprehensive program of training, education and professional development completed over a six-year period.
Participants must finish a 12-month rotational
assignment, senior-level professional military education, and at least 10 graduate-level courses in a broad
range of subjects appropriate for defense leaders.
The CCDP is a leadership track designed to
help people in grades GS-12 through GS-15 compete
for promotion by selecting the right person at the right
time for the right training, Gonzalez explained. They
then are expected to put that training to work in an
appropriate follow-on assignment, she said.

Commanders must submit nominations for
either program to the Air Force Personnel Center,
HQ AFPC/DPKD, by Aug. 3. CCDP selections
will be announced in November while DLAMP
selections will be announced after the
Department of Defense makes final selections in
December.
(Courtesy of AFPC News Service)

Photo by 2nd Lt. Angela Arredondo

Cadets 1st Class Danial Eastman (left) and Jonathan Mueller work on their robots in preparation
for their first taste of robotic combat during the "Battlebots" tournament in San Francisco this
week. The U.S. Air Force Academy cadets each designed a robot for a laboratory course this
semester. Eastman's project is called SMD, short for "Something Must Die." Mueller created
Mordicus, Latin for "teeth" because the robot features two counter-rotating saws.

Officers have chance
to study overseas
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFPN) — Up
to three Air Force officers will have the opportunity to study
overseas for two years if they are selected for the Olmsted
Scholar Program.
The program provides selected officers with an in-depth
understanding of a foreign culture, increasing their sensitivity to
and awareness of viewpoints and concerns of people from other
regions of the world.
Being an Olmsted scholar involves cultural immersion and
study at a foreign university in the native language. Since study
must be in a foreign language, selected officers attend language
training before beginning their studies.
At the conclusion of two years of study, Olmsted scholars may apply for continuation of their program in an
American university for one additional year to obtain their
master’s degree.
The Air Force Nomination Board is scheduled for Nov.
15. The Air Force Personnel Center must receive applications
by Oct. 1.
Interested officers should mail applications directly to
AFPC/DPAPE, 550 C Street West, Suite 32, Randolph AFB, TX
78150-4734. The application format is available through the military personnel flight.
For more information on the program, check the officer professional military education Web site.
(Courtesy of AFPC News Service)
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Maj. Scott Peel
RAF Fylingdales

The radar, a Solid State Phased Array Radar
System, towers 10 stories above the picturesque North
York Moors National Park, approximately 12 miles
inland from the North Sea.
The BMEWS site at Royal Air Force Fylingdales,
United Kingdom, is set amid beautiful but desolate terrain, with rolling moorland covered by thick heather
and roaming herds of sheep. It was constructed in the
early 1990’s as a replacement for the 1960’s era threegolf-ball configured tracker site.
The only three-faced phased array radar in the
world, the site provides 360 degrees of coverage, an
important capability for an island nation like the UK.
Each face has 2,560 antennae elements to transmit and
receive the radar’s energy during the detection and
tracking processes. Within the structure, data processors manage the overall radar functions, telling the
radar when to transmit or receive, and processing the
radar data to determine if the item is a missile or space
object.
A five-person RAF crew mans the nerve center of
the SSPAR, the Missile Warning Operations Center.
The crew size is larger than a U.S. crew because of the
increased workload with monitoring a third face, dual
reporting requirements to UK and U.S. command and
control agencies, and performing intensive UK-specific tasks. The radar is maintained by a team of UK contractors, ensuring the SSPAR can perform its missions.
Whenever an object penetrates the radar’s coverage, the radar tracks the object to determine if it as a
missile or space object, which enables the crew to correctly prioritize their response. This ritual occurs thousands of times a day, but fortunately most involve orbit-

5

RAF Fylingdales
Supporting UK space ops

ing satellites and space debris, and not missiles fired
in anger.
The site’s primary mission is to provide tactical
warning and attack assessment of ballistic missile
attacks against the United States, United Kingdom,
Canada and their allies. Fylingdales’ crews transmit
missile launch data within 60 seconds of detection to
command and control centers in the U.S. and UK.
They also initiate simultaneous voice reporting procedures to both nations’ command centers. This information, combined with similar data and voice reports
from other sensors and sites, enables military leaders to
assess the potential threat of all missile launches.
The site’s secondary mission is to detect, identify
and track man-made objects orbiting the earth, and to
provide information to the U.S. Space Surveillance
Network. The site tracks objects in near earth orbit out
to a range of about 3,000 nautical miles. Because
objects can penetrate the radar’s coverage area multiple
times in a single day, Fylingdales can rack up 55,000
satellite tracks in a 24-hour period, although only a
fraction of these are actually processed by the operations crews. The site sends data on all tasked objects to
the Space Control Center at Cheyenne Mountain Air
Force Station, and also uses the data to support on-site
RAF programs.
In addition to Missile Warning and Space
Surveillance, the site performs several UK-specific
missions, including the Satellite Warning Service. The
service gives UK forces warning of surveillance by
other nations’ satellites. Until recently, its primary concern was military satellites gathering intelligence. With
increasing imagery availability from commercial
sources, it now focuses on any satellite an adversary
could use to gather information on UK forces and operations. RAF and civilian contractor experts, some with
over 30 years of spacetrack experience, run
the program on site.
Unlike the U.S. Air Force, the RAF
does not have a space career field to draw
crewmembers from. Instead, the operations room is manned by fighter controllers, most of whom started their careers
watching for threats with wings and vector
defenses onboard E-3 aircraft and at

BMEWS site III at RAF
Fylingdales, UK

ground-based
air defense radar units. To
transition fighter controllers into space
operations, RAF Fylingdales has an 11-week mission ready qualification course. All training is conducted on site, using extensive classroom training, a
system emulator, and exhaustive training scenarios to
produce combat-ready, qualified personnel.
U.S. Air Force presence at Fylingdales is limited
to a liaison officer who reports to the 21st Operations
Group. A force of one, the USAFLO is a bridge to U.S.
operations, maintaining mission-ready status and advising the RAF station commander on U.S. operational
issues. This requires the USAFLO to be a “jack of all
trades,” working budgets, logistics, civil engineering,
communications, supply and, most important, missile
warning and space surveillance operations issues.
Additionally, as the quality assurance evaluator, the
USAFLO monitors the site’s portion of the multi-million dollar Solid State Phased Array Radar contract and
oversees the 10 American contractor employees.
Although the site receives support through the
RAF command and support agencies, it still depends
heavily on numerous stateside agencies to keep it
functioning. Most of these agencies are part of the
21st Space Wing. So although you might not likely
PCS to RAF Fylingdales, chances are you might one
day support their operations and help keep the site
running.
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Commentary

Memorial Day:
By Jeff Nash
21st SW Operations Center

For the last 15 years, I’ve worn two small,
red ID bracelets with names engraved on them. The
names are not mine; they are of Air Force members
Maj. Carl B. Mitchell and Sgt. Larry W. Maysey.
They have something in common: They gave their
lives in service to their nation, and they have not yet
returned home.
When people notice the bands of red, they
frequently ask me what I know about the men
whose names
are engraved on
them. “How were
they lost?” and
“Did you know
them?” are the most
common questions.
In the spirit of the
upcoming
Memorial Day
remembrance, I’d
like to answer those
questions. Although I
never met them, yes, I
know something about
these men.
Mitchell was
assigned to the 1st Air
Commando
Squadron at Bien
Hoa Air Base,
South Vietnam dur-

Remember those who
made the ultimate sacrifice

ing the early stages of our involvement in Vietnam.
Jan. 14, 1964, he and his navigator took off from
Bien Hoa in their World War II-vintage B-26 attack
bomber to provide close air support to South
Vietnamese soldiers battling Viet Cong guerillas. A
forward air controller marked a target with white
smoke, and Mitchell placed napalm squarely on it,
despite receiving intense enemy machine-gun fire.
As he came around for a pass on a second target, his
aircraft was struck repeatedly and crashed to the
ground, killing both men.
Maysey was a pararescueman with the 37th
Air Rescue and Recovery Squadron at Da Nang
Air Base, South Vietnam. Nov. 9, 1967, he and
his HH-3 rescue helicopter crew were scrambled
from Da Nang to attempt to rescue a U.S. Army
Special Forces reconnaissance team surrounded
by the enemy on a hillside in Laos. Another
helicopter managed to rescue three of the
five, but was heavily damaged by ground fire
and driven off. Under intense fire, Maysey’s
helicopter maneuvered onto the steep hillside.
He left the aircraft to help the remaining
recon members board the helicopter. As
the helicopter attempted to lift off,
enemy troops closed in and raked it
with automatic weapons and grenades. The

severely damaged helicopter burst into flames,
flipped over, and slid down the hillside, killing all
but one aboard. The pilot managed to escape the
burning wreck, evaded capture, and was rescued 17
hours later.
Both Mitchell and Maysey were posthumously awarded the Air Force Cross, the Air Force’s
second highest award for valor. Their remains have
not yet been recovered and returned to the United
States, but because of their selfless acts, they live on
in Air Force history.
I correspond regularly with their families
and friends, although I never personally knew them
and they aren’t relatives. To me, though, they are
heroes and my brothers. They epitomize the spirit of
service before self and sacrifice for others. As a
retired Air Force member, I’m proud to be associated
with them. Their courage and commitment continue
to inspire me, and I will keep their memory alive.
This weekend is Memorial Day weekend, so
perhaps a good time to ask that you take time from
your holiday activities to remember men and women
like Mitchell and Maysey, who made the ultimate
sacrifice for their nation. Fly the American flag in
their honor. Attend a Memorial Day ceremony near
your home. Set a place for them at your holiday
meal, and in your heart.

Have fun and be safe during
101 critical days of summer
Master Sgt. Mark Schmidt
21st SW Safety

It’s that time of the year. Memorial Day
usually means that summer is finally here and
the long unpredictable spring weather is over.
As the weather improves, most of us look forward to vacations and outdoor activities that
allow us to relieve the stress and anxiety of
being cooped up all winter.
Memorial Day is also the start of the 101
critical days of summer. Historically, this is
the most dangerous period of the year for offduty injuries.
Our natural focus is on how to relax and
enjoy our summer. Unfortunately, while relaxing many of us tend to put safety on the back
burner, which makes us extremely vulnerable
to mishaps. I encourage you to keep your safety consciousness high during the critical days.
How do you do this? Think ahead, plan
carefully and use common sense. Take responsibility for your actions, know your limitations
and let others know when they’re about to
make a mistake.
Summer is our most active season. It
involves taking more chances, being less pre-

pared and paying less attention to our surroundings. Commanders and supervisors must
take the time to stress safety — especially offduty safety — to their workers at every opportunity, ensuring that each person is aware of the
increased risks associated with the 101 critical
days of summer.
We should all know, or learn, the requirements or precautions to take before we engage
in any activity. Thorough planning and using
risk management techniques will help you to
make sound judgments and prepare accordingly, whether you’re taking a long vacation to the
Grand Canyon or hosting a neighborhood
party. We must encourage people to wear the
correct protective equipment, take their time
and avoid short cuts and, most importantly,
educate our people.
The bottom line is, don’t place safety on
the back burner. It’s your health, and possibly
your life (or a loved one’s) at risk. You and
your family are extremely important to us.
Without you, we can’t accomplish our mission,
and your loved ones will certainly never be the
same if something tragic happens to you.
So pay attention to these 101 critical days
and have a fun and safe summer.
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F-15 on the move

Photos by Staff Sgt. Gino Mattorano

Members of various base units, from civil engineers and transportation members to security forces and volunteers, work to haul this F-15
Eagle from the flightline to the museum. On the flightline for the last 18 months undergoing repairs and other refurbishment, it was ready for
display last week and it took its place among the other show-pieces at the museum; one more step in what has become a determined effort
to make the Peterson Air Force Base Museum a historical showcase of aircraft and other memorabilia. The actual museum building is slated to reopen for customers Thursday, following extensive work inside and out.
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For your information
News
TROA PICNIC SET: The Pikes Peak chapter
of the Retired Officers Association will host a spring
picnic for all members June 9, noon-5 p.m., at the
Turkey Creek recreation area. For more information
or to sign up, call Paul McKean at 282-0187, or Mark
Milardo at 488-8531.
NCO
ACADEMY
TEMPORARILY
MOVES: The Forrest L. Vosler Non-commissioned
Officer Academy is temporarily moving to Building
625. The address is 450 West Hamilton Ave.
Peterson AFB, CO 80914-1510. The inclusive dates
are today - Dec. 17. The NCO Academy's next class
will start June 5 at the new building. If you have any
questions, contact the commander support staff at
556-8143.
ARMED SERVICES YMCA FATHER'S
DAY PICNIC: The Armed Services YMCA
of the Pikes Peak
Region will hold a
Father's
Day
Picnic June 17,
12:30-2:30 p.m.
The event will be
held at the
Fountain/Fort
Carson Sports
Complex at 900
Jimmy Camp Rd., Fountain.
The ASYMCA Father's Day Picnic is free and open to
all military fathers and their families. The menu
includes hot dogs and hamburgers, and activities
include a pool party and outdoor games for the kids.
Reservations are required. Call 393-9620, ext. 130,
for reservations or for more information.
YARD SALE: A base housing spring yard sale
is scheduled for June 2, 8 a..m.-3 p.m. “Yard Sale
Saturdays” are for base residents and for individuals
who are authorized access to Peterson AFB. All families in base housing are encouraged to participate.
Residents are welcome to display their items for sale
on their property, but should make every effort to
keep their area neat and respect the rights of neighbors. Do not post or display yard sale notices and do
not place personal ads in the local newspapers. With
more cars and people in the housing area, be extra
vigilant for unsafe conditions.
BLOOD DRIVE: There is a blood drive sheduled for Wednesday, 1-4 p.m. in the Building 1 auditorium. All blood types are needed, especially O negative and A negative. Donating blood takes only 45
minutes of your time, and you can't contribute again
for two months. Consider giving the gift of life. For
more information, call Airman Michael Haubert at
554-5038 or Master Sgt. Michael Langhorst at 5545670.
BASE SIREN TESTS: The 21st Space Wing
Operations Center will conduct a monthly base siren
test starting June 8. The base siren will be tested the
second Friday of each month to ensure the siren is
working properly in the event of a natural disaster or
contingency situation. Tests will last about a minute.
If you have any questions, please contact the WOC at
556-4555 or 556-4660.

Family Support Center
556-6141
Classes are held in the family support center
classroom, 135 Dover Street, Bldg. 350, Room 1016,
unless otherwise specified. Registration is required
for all FSC classes. To register, call the FSC at 5566141 or stop by the FSC classroom.
RESUME REVIEW CLASS: The employment team will coach participants to help them
improve their resumes and secure the jobs they want
during this Wednesday, 9-11 a.m. class. Participants
must bring a draft of their resume.
JOB ORIENTATION: For an overview of the

local job market and a look at how family support can
help with your job search, sign up for this orientation
offered Thursday or June 7,14 and 28, 1-2:30 p.m.
MARKETING YOURSELF FOR A SECOND CAREER: This is a free two hour professional lecture for officers and senior NCO's who plan to
leave the service in the next five years. The event is
scheduled for June 25, 9-11:30 a.m., at the enlisted
club. Spouses are also invited. Learn about competition of finding a job, perceptions civilian employers
have of military personnel, a plan for your job search,
resumes cover letters, broadcast letters, as well as
how employers read your resume, networking and
penetrating the hidden job market, preparing for and
conducting a successful interview, salary negotiations
and benefit packages, and rejection.

Military Personnel Flight
556-7377
MSS CLOSED EARLY JUNE 1: The 21st
Mission Support Squadron will close at noon June 1
for an official function. This closure includes the
commander's support staff (orderly room), civilian
personnel flight, military personnel flight, family support center, education human resource flight, education center and first term airmen's center. Individuals
who need ID cards or to enroll in DEERS, these services are offered at the U.S. Air Force Academy
(Building 5136), Fort Carson (Building 1118) and
Schriever AFB (Building 210).
NEW HOURS OF OPERATION: Walk-in
hours for all work centers other than customer service
(promotions, evaluations, separations, etc.) are 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Only customers with appointments will
be served from 8-10 a.m. The customer service counter will remain open from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Enlisted Club
556-4194
OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS: Official functions
held at either the Peterson's enlisted or officers' club
are eligible for specially designated appropriated
funds that are fenced directly for that purpose and do
not come from the using unit. These funds pay for the
fee charged to set up, tear down and clean the room.
Base members are encouraged to use the club facilities and the appropriated funds for official functions
including pin-on ceremonies, commanders calls,
change of command ceremonies, and more. To
reserve the club for an official function, call the club's
caterer. Requests must be made at least two weeks
prior to the event. For details, call 556-4194 (enlisted
club) or 574-4103 (officers’ club).
ENLISTED CLUB CLOSED MONDAY: The
enlisted club will be closed Monday, Memorial Day.
M O N E Y D R AW I N G :
Who wants to win $1,000?
Join the enlisted club
Friday nights for a club
membership drawing that
could leave you at least
$1,000 richer. You need
to have your current Club
Card in possession and you need
to be present to win. For details,
call Garry Shaffer at 556-4194.

Officers’ Club
556-4181
OFFICERS’ CLUB CLOSED MONDAY: The
officers’ club will be closed Monday, Memorial Day.
MONEY DRAWING: Who wants to win
$1,000? Join the officers’ club Friday nights for a
club membership drawing that could leave you a
$1,000 richer. You need to have your current Club
Card in possession and you need to be present to win.
For details, call Ray Hill or Joyce Caso at 574-4100.
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GOURMET DINNER NIGHT: Gourmet dinner night begins at 6 p.m. Saturday
with no-host cocktails and features
sliced tenderloin with a side of lobster newburg. The cost is $35 per person plus gratuity. Reservations
are limited to 32 persons.
Call 574-4100.

Community Activities Center
556-7671
CAC CLOSED MONDAY: The Community
Activities Center will be closed Monday, Memorial
Day.
BASEBALL TICKETS: Tickets for Colorado
Rockies baseball games are on sale at the CAC. For
more information, call 556-7671.

Youth Center
556-7220
YOUTH CENTER EVENTS:
Saturday - Soccer, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Monday - Closed for Memorial Day.
Tuesday - Keystone Meeting, 5:30 p.m. For program
details, call 556-7220.

Commissary
COMMISSARY HOURS:
The commissary will be
open May 29, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Education Center
556-4064
PIKES PEAK COMMUNITY COLLEGE:
PPCC is registering for the summer term. Term dates
are May 29 through July 21. English Composition I,
Western Civilization I and Principles of Speech
Communications will be offered during lunch hour,
11 a.m.-12:45 p.m. LIT 121, Survey of Mythology,
will also be offered during the summer term. This
course will explore myths from around the world. For
more information, call 574-1169, Ext.100. Pick-up a
summer PPCC schedule in Room 112 at the education
center.
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY:
Tom Boven, academic advisor, Colorado Christian
University, is available at the base education office
Thursdays, 1:30 – 4 p.m.. He has previous experience
with Air Force education programs and can discuss
your CCU degree completion program. For more
information, call him at 573-6166 for an appointment,
or stop by his office Thursday.
EDUCATION FAIR: The base education
office, in cooperation with many of the local area
universities and colleges, will present an education
fair at Peterson AFB July 13, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., outside
the BX. Information on a wide variety of undergraduate and graduate academic programs will be provided.
UNIVERSITY
OF
SOUTHERN
COLORADO: USC is accepting registrations for
summer classes. Additionally, two weekend classes
(principles of management and creating and leading
organizations) will be offered June 15. Call 574-3312
for more information or stop by the office at the education center.
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21st, 721st cops volunteer in annual torch run
By Airman 1st Class
Brian Hill
21st Public Affairs

Members of the 21st and
721st Security Forces
squadrons volunteered time
Wednesday to run in the annual Colorado Special Olympics
Law Enforcement Torch Run.
Eleven members of the
21st (including three members
of the 821st SFS from
Buckley Air Force Base) and
eight members of the 721st
SFS ran five miles each with
the torch.
Members from the 21st
SFS included Master
Sergeants Scott Barnhart and
Wendell Huston, Staff
Sergeants Jeramy White and
Kathy Wilson, Senior Airman
Jayson Spurr, and Airmen 1st
Class John Jansheski and Phil
Bradt. Master Sgt. Francis
Stordalen, Senior Airman
Gregory Wakeham, and
Airman 1st Class Kenneth
Conkright from the 821st
SFS, and Senior Airman
Rocky Laprade, from the
721st SFS, ran with the 21st
as part of the Guardian
Challenge team.
“Special Olympians are
some of the bravest citizens in
our society,” said Lt. Col.
Michael Trapp, 21st SFS
commander and participant.
“They don’t dwell on hardships, but give their very best
in competition. The men and
women of the 21st Security
Forces are proud to be associated with these great athletes.”
The 721st SFS team
included Senior Master Sgt.
Brian Wilson, Master Sgt.
Mark Silver, Tech. Sgt. Larry
Harrison, Senior Airmen Jake
Robbins and Stephen Rayner,
and Airman 1st Class Candice
Doucet.

Photos by Airman 1st Class Brian Hill

Lieutenant Col. Michael Trapp, 21st Security Forces commander, speaks in front of volunteer runners and news media at the
Colorado Springs Police Department Operations Center during the Colorado Special Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run
Wednesday.

“We enjoyed doing our
small part in helping the
Colorado Special Olympics,”
said Maj. Kyle Lunberg, 721st
SFS commander and participant. “We wish them the best
of luck.”
Five groups of military
police participated in the
event. Fort Carson military
police passed the torch to the
721st SFS who, in turn,
passed it on to the 50th SFS
from Schriever Air Force
Base. They passed it on to the
21st SFS, and the 10th SFS
from the U.S. Air Force
Academy finished the run.
The event, held for 10

years, spans 51 miles throughout El Paso County -- from
the El Paso/Pueblo to the El
Paso/Douglas county lines.
The Colorado Springs
Police Department has supported the run for the 10 years.
“We at the Colorado
Springs Police Department are
proud and honored to be a
part of this,” said Sgt. Rafael
Cintron, CSPD representative.
“We get inspiration from the
Special Olympic athletes’
dedication.”
The final leg of the relay
ends in Fort Collins June 1-3.
Law enforcement in Colorado
will be represented there.

The 21st Security Forces Squadron volunteer torch run team, led by their commander Lt.
Col. Michael Trapp, ran five miles from Goose Gossage Park to the U.S. Air Force Academy.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jeff Narrow

Major Kyle Lunberg, 721st Security Forces Squadron commander, carries the torch and leads his team at the Colorado
Special Olympics Law Enforcement Torch run Wednesday.

May25.qxd

12

5/29/01

7:37 AM

Page 12

Sports

SPACE OBSERVER
Friday, May 25, 2001

Sports
Memorial Day hours of operation
The fitness center will be open Monday,
Memorial Day, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
The aquatics center will be open Memorial
Day, noon-6 p.m. Call 556-4608 for more information.
The bowling center will be closed Monday.
Silver Spruce Golf Course will be open
Monday for holiday open play.
Indoor volleyball tournament
There will be an indoor volleyball tournament
Tuesday through Thursday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the fitness center. Call 556-1515 for more information.
Military Retiree Health and Fitness Day
Wednesday is Military Retiree Health and
Fitness Day. (Specially designated activities will be
held at the fitness center, bowling center, aquatics
center and enlisted club). Call 556-4598 for details.
Lunch buffet 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the enlisted club
with a guest speaker speaking about "Turning Back
the Clock: The Effects of Exercise on Longevity."
Cost is $5.50 per person. For reservations, call 5564194.

Shorts
May Fitness Month closing ceremonies
Closing ceremonies for May Fitness Month are
set for Thursday, 1 p.m. Pick up your fitness month
awards at the ceremony. Call 556-4462 for details.
Marine Corps birthday ball golf tournament
The first-ever Marine Corps Birthday Ball
fund-raiser golf tournament is scheduled for June 8
at the Appletree Golf Course, (719) 382-3649.
Registration for the tournament will be 6:30-7:30
a.m. that day with the tournament starting at 8 a.m.
Free range-balls are available from 6:30-7:45 a.m.
Up to 36 teams may participate and the top three
teams will win prizes. Individual contests include
closest to the pin, longest drive and straightest
drive. Cost for the tournament is $50 per person
which includes green fees, cart, lunch and drinks.
Cost is $40 per person without lunch. Mulligans at
$1 each. (Putting string costs $2 per foot or $5 per
yard with a limit of 2 yards per team and must be
purchased prior to 8 a.m. start). All proceeds will
support the Marine Corps Birthday Ball. For more
information, call Sgt Miguel Villarreal at (719) 5543774.

Golfers meet at Silver Spruce
A junior golf meeting will be Saturday, noon12:30 p.m., at the golf course. Thursday is ladies’
day at the course, from 7-9 p.m. For more information, call 556-7414.
Softball tournament
A softball tournament sponsored by the 50th
Security Forces Squadron is scheduled for June 2-3
at the Peterson Air Force Base softball fields. The
entry fee is $125 per team. Only squadron teams are
eligible to enter. Trophies will be awarded for the
top three teams. Call Staff Sgt. Brian James at 5675628 or Staff Sgt. Cyrus Ford at 567-2175 to register and for more information.
Outdoor recreation
Outdoor recreation needs volunteers to be
drivers for adventure trips into the wilderness areas
of Colorado.Volunteers are also needed to help with
outdoor recreation adventures in rafting, camping,
hiking, canoeing, ATV trips and kayaking programs.
Call Scott Hackney at 556-4867 or 556-4487 for
more information.

Submit your
articles to the
Space Observer
Articles must be
received at least
10 days prior to
the date you want
them to appear in
the Space
Observer.
Articles can be emailed to
shane.sharp@pet
erson.af.mil or
debbie.grant@pet
erson.af.mil.
Call 556-7846 for
more
information
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Brazilian national team visits
Peterson fitness center
The Peterson Fitness Center
hosted the Men’s National
Volleyball Team from Brazil this
week.
The team is using the fitness
center to practice for their match
against the U.S. national team
Saturday and Sunday at the
World Arena.
The Brazilian team is ranked
number four in the world by the
Federation International de
Volleyball, the international
organization of volleyball.
The FIVB World League
Volleyball series features the top
16 national teams in the world
competing to win international
ranking points as well as prize
money.
The Brazilians will play the
U.S. team, which is currently
ranked sixth in the world by the
FIVB, at 7 p.m. Saturday and
again at 7 p.m. Sunday.
The U.S. men will also take
on Germany at the World Arena
June 9-10.
Tickets are available by calling the World Arena box office,
at 576-2626. Or they can be
purchased at the World Arena
the day of the event.

Photos by Staff Sgt. Gino Mattorano

The men’s national volleyball team from Brazil used the
Peterson Fitness Center this week to prepare for their World
League match-up against the U.S. national volleyball team
Saturday and Sunday at the World Arena.

