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America celebrates
225 years of
independence
The Declaration of
Independence of the
Thirteen Colonies,
July 4, 1776
When in the Course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve
the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect
to the opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which impel them
to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.
That to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed.
That whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness...
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From the top
AF leaders send
holiday message

Passing through

By James G. Roche,
secretary of the Air Force and

Gen. Michael E. Ryan,
Air Force chief of staff

WASHINGTON – July 4, 1776, marked an
extraordinary turning point in history. The
Declaration of Independence adopted by the
Continental Congress was, and still is, a revolutionary step in governance. It focused on the good of the
individual as well as the good of society. More than
225 years later, those revolutionary ideas continue to
flourish on this globe.
The American Revolution was based on the
founding fathers’ vision of liberty – one in which
they placed all their trust and their very lives. Their
courage has inspired countless Americans to serve
our country in public life and the armed services to
build this great nation. We owe a debt to all those
who have gone before us for their sacrifices for our
freedom.
To each and every military member and civilian on duty around the world, we salute you. We are
proud to serve with you, as together we protect and
preserve the extraordinary freedoms won by those
who have gone before us.

AFSPC commander
congratulates wing

Photo by Staff Sgt. Alex R. Lloyd

Vice President Dick Cheney is greeted by Brig. Gen. Bob Kehler, 21st Space Wing commander, after
arriving at Peterson Air Force Base June 22 on his way to a speaking engagement in Vail, Colo.

Roche and Ryan speak about budget
By Staff Sgt. Amy Parr
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Dr. James G. Roche,
appearing before Congress for the first time as secretary of the Air Force, and Gen. Michael E. Ryan, Air
Force chief of staff, addressed the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense about the
2001 budget June 6.
During the hearing, they spoke of people, readiness, infrastructure and equipment.
“I’m happy to say this year we are making our
recruitment goal, both in terms of quality and quantity,” Ryan said. “Our major challenge is retaining our
best and brightest to stay with us for a career.”
While Ryan said there’s been a drop in readiness
over the last few years, it has slowed down. Still, he
said, more needs to be done to retain troops and
improve or replace aging equipment and infrastructure.
An additional $33 million in supplemental
increases were requested this year for recruiting and
retention programs. Ryan said reenlistment bonuses
have been used to retain people and keep them in the
Air Force for second and third tours. Increases were
also requested to address other personnel issues like
healthcare shortages and basic housing allowances.
While quality-of-life issues are important for
attracting and retaining people, Ryan said quality of
service was, as well. Quality of service means giving
airmen the proper tools to do their jobs.
“Quality of service is not just about equipment
with which they operate, but the hangars and buildings and shops in which they must work,” he said.

“We all know quality begets quality. And, as you
know, we have underfunded our capital equipment
and our infrastructure for too long and we must turn
the aging problem around.”
Roche said the Air Force is losing people midcareer and that problem needs to be addressed.
Although he said the financial aspect of being in the
military is improving, more improvement is needed,
especially in terms of career planning and mentoring.
“[General Ryan and I] are both seized with the
fact that we have an enormous amount of time and
money [invested] in these very high-caliber people,”
he said. “We can’t have them leave us. And so we
intend to make this a major effort for the Air Force in
the next couple of years. Principally on retention, we
believe that the force that retains will be the force that
will attract.”
The bottom line is this, Roche and Ryan said.
The Air Force protects the nation’s interests across the
board. From contingency operations to humanitarian
assistance, aerospace power has been crucial to theater commanders for providing quick and decisive
actions in support of national interests.
Although the United States has the highest quality force in the world, there are concerns for the
future, according to Roche and Ryan. In joint written
remarks, they said the future organization, concepts of
operation and capabilities in consideration of the
changing global security environment must be evaluated. The Air Force must recapitalize and modernize
its force through emphasizing science and technology,
improving partnerships with industry, expanding
capabilities in space and becoming more efficient in
all its efforts.

Congratulations to the 21st Space Wing for
winning one of the prestigious 2001 Air Force
Design Awards. The Merit Award for concept and
design on our Headquarters Facilities for NORAD,
Army Space Command and U.S. Space Command is
a great achievement. We appreciate all you do for
our mission success in this critical area. Please pass
our thanks to everyone involved for a job well done.
Sincerely,
Gen. Ed Eberhart
Air Force Space Command Commander

Innkeeper team thanks 21st SVS
Thanks to the Pikes Peak Lodge for a wonderful
visit. Every where we went we saw evidence of
“Team Peterson.” We really appreciate all the festivities your 21st Services Squadron planned for us. It
was an outstanding trip and confirmed that you take
great care of Peterson travelers.
Sincerely,
Maj. Mark Tharp
Air Force Innkeeper Team chief

Action line

Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line
(556-7777 or by
fax: 556-7848) is
your direct link to
me. It provides an
avenue for you to
voice concerns over
unsolved problems,
share good ideas or
provide some constructive criticism.
As a reminder,
the Action Line is
not a replacement
for using your chain
of command. Action
Brig. Gen. Bob Kehler
Lines can help
make the Peterson Complex and the wing a better place to live and work.
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Capabilities, strategy must converge to face new threats
By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld told Congress the way U.S. armed forces
are configured must change to deal with the new
threats of the 21st century.
Rumsfeld said the current defense strategy is not
working, and the on-going Quadrennial Defense
Review will present strategic options for President
Bush and other decision makers. The Bush
Administration will use results of the QDR as the
basis of the fiscal 2003 Defense Budget.
Until then, however, DoD will continue to follow the “shape, prepare, respond” defense strategy
that has been in place since the last revision of the
U.S. National Security Strategy in 1995. DoD will
also continue to structure forces based on the forcesizing construct of being prepared to fight two nearsimultaneous major theater wars.
“I am a careful person and believe you don’t
replace what is until you have something better - and
we do not yet know whether the force construct the
QDR will examine will be better,” Rumsfeld said.
Rumsfeld, who testified before the both the
Senate and House armed services committees June 21,
said that reliance on the two major theater war concept
is causing risks.
“Because we have under funded and overused
our forces, we find we are short a division, we are
short airlift,” he said. “We have been under funding
aging infrastructure and facilities. We are short highdemand, low-density assets. The aircraft fleet is aging
and the cost to maintain it is growing. The Navy is
declining and we are steadily falling below acceptable
readiness standards.”
Rumsfeld flatly told Congress that the United

States “skimped” on service members. He said this
under investment in service members is “doing harm
to their trust and confidence, as well as to the stability of our force. ... We cannot continue to skimp on our
people if we are to have a first-class force for the 21st
Century.”
The United States has also under invested in
“future risks.” Rumsfeld said the American military
would change because the threats have changed, but
the United States cannot focus on one enemy or threat
to the exclusion of all others. To do that would be
shortsighted and human track records in forecasting
the future have not been particularly effective, he said.
“But while it is difficult to know who will threaten, or
where, or when in the coming decades, it is less difficult to anticipate how we will be threatened.”
He said the United States is vulnerable to terrorism, cyber attack, proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and the means to deliver them and the proliferation of advanced convention arms.
Rogue states are particularly dangerous not only
because the weapons have grown so powerful, but
also there are no checks and balances to stop leaders
of these states from using the weapons. “But we must
remind ourselves that these weapons do not have to be
used to alter behavior,” he said.
“The regimes seeking ballistic missiles and
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons see them
not only as weapons to use in war,” he said, “but as
tools of coercion - means by which they can intimidate their neighbors and prevent others from projecting force to defend against aggression.”
So, while whom the United States fights may be
clouded, the capabilities needed are not. Topping
Rumsfeld’s list of defense capabilities is people. “No
matter how advanced we become technologically,
people will always be the backbone of our defense,”

U.S. Air Force Band of the
Rockies wins national award
The United States Air Force Band of
the Rockies received the Colonel
George S. Howard Citation of
Musical Excellence this
month.
The John Philip
Sousa Foundation gives
the award to the top 1
percent of bands out of
a total of 164 bands in
the Department of
Defense. It is the highest
award presented to military
concert bands.
The
band
also
received this prestigious
award in 1993 and 1997, but
this is the first time the band has
won the award under the direction of
Lt. Col. Philip Chevallard.
“This is the best of the best award for
America’s military bands,” Chevallard said. “It’s a
tremendous validation of and honor for our organization. It’s also a great tribute to our enlisted musi-

cians. This award is theirs. They make the
sounds. I couldn’t be prouder of
them.”
The award is named after
Col. George S. Howard, the
first conductor of The
United States Air Force
Band, Washington D.C. It
was Howard who proposed the award to the
executive committee of
the Sousa Foundation on
December 1987 until then the
foundation had only recognized academic and civilian
bands.
The award is based on submitted materials including taped
performances, concert programs and
written narratives.
This year, along with The USAF Band of the
Rockies, an Army band in Europe was also recognized. (Courtesy of Air Force Space Command News
Service)

he said. “Smart weapons require smart soldiers.”
He proposes to continue or increase experimentation to create and test new ways of manning units,
structuring them and commanding them. Intelligence
capabilities will be crucial no matter what the threat.
Other capabilities the United States needs are
missile defense, space, information operations, precision strike, unmanned systems, Joint command and
control information systems and rapidly deployable
joint forces.
These capabilities, Rumsfeld said, tied with a
new strategy, would meet four defense goals. The
“shape, prepare, respond” strategy could possibly be
replaced by an “assure, dissuade, deter,
defend/defeat” strategy.
These capabilities would “assure” allies and
friends that the United States can respond to unexpected or new threats.
They would “dissuade” potential adversaries
from developing threatening capabilities. They would
“deter” potential adversaries from hostile acts and
counter blackmail against U.S. allies.
Finally, should deterrence and dissuasion fail,
they would “defend” the United States and its allies
and decisively “defeat” an enemy “at the time, place
and manner of our choosing.”
Rumsfeld said that change is difficult and DoD
is a huge bureaucracy that cannot change course
quickly. Today, the United States is strong and faces
no immediate threat. “But the greatest threat to our
position today is complacency,” he said.
“We need the humility to recognize that, while
America has capabilities, we are not invulnerable and our current situation is not a permanent condition.
If we don’t act now, new threats will emerge to surprise us, as they have so often in the past. The difference today is that weapons are vastly more powerful.”

BAH, base pay rates
increase for some Sunday
WASHINGTON - Effective July 1, most servicemembers in grades E-1 to E-4 with families
will see an increase in their tax-free basic housing
allowance.
Additionally, airmen in grades E-5 to E-7
with six to 26 years of service will get up to $59 a
month pay raise based on where they fall in the pay
chart, also effective July 1, said Air Force officials.
People can go to www.dfas.mil/money to
determine actual pay increases.
Both rate increases are in accordance with the
fiscal 2001 National Defense Authorization Act
said Air Force officials.
The NDAA combined the BAH rates for pay
grades E-1 through E-4 and recalculated the
dependent rate to ensure the median housing profile standard is half the difference between the cost
of a two-bedroom apartment and a two-bedroom
townhome. As a result, most of the affected BAH
rates increased slightly.
People can visit www.dtic.mil/perdiem for
actual BAH rate increases. (Courtesy of Air Force
Print News)
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Peterson Complex
crisis support team
needs volunteers
By Senior Airman
Melanie Epperson
21st SW Public Affairs

Photo by Capt. Carlos Garcia

Firefighters drag Tech. Sgt. Chris D. Pylkka, 21st Space Wing Plans, to safety during
Tuesday’s six-hour exercise for contingency procedures. Pylkka played a victim in a
simulated C-130 plane crash. The exercise included players from the fire department
security forces, medical group, services search and recovery units, battle staff and
other Team 21 units.

NATO orders required
for travel to Turkey
Recently, there have been numerous problems for personnel traveling to Turkey. All personnel traveling to Turkey must have NATO
travel orders in addition to their regular travel
orders.
All orders to Turkey should make the port
of entry Ankara, Adana or Izmir and avoid
entering through Istanbul if at all possible unless
it is the final destination.
Personnel are being denied entry through
Istanbul for various reasons, the latest being the

lack of NATO travel orders.
It is imperative that every traveler to a
NATO country has a NATO travel order in addition to a regular DoD travel order. The NATO
order is accomplished on an Air Force Form
1631. For those using an automated travel system, there has been a problem with not following this requirement.
To request an electronic copy of AF Form
1631, e-mail julie.gil@peterson.af.mil.
(Courtesy of 21st Comptroller Squadron)

The Peterson Complex
Crisis Support Program is
accepting applications for crisis support team members
through July 15.
Military
community
members ages 18 and older
with at least one year left on
station who are interested in
helping people experiencing a
family or personal crisis may
apply.
Team members may be
called to provide suicide
watches, help people deal with
a death, or lend support to victims of domestic abuse or other
violent acts.
“Team members help
families or victims maintain
healthy crisis management,”
said Susan Golden, family support center consultant.
“Support can be shown in
many ways such as providing
meals or helping set up child
care until the family members
are back on their feet again.”
The program needs 10-15
more people to serve on threeperson teams. Each team will
be on 24-hour call one week at
a time for a minimum of one
year.
Training will be provided
July 24, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., at the El
Pomar Center. Monthly onehour in-service training is also
available.
Volunteering has many
benefits including crisis sup-

port education,
volunteer
recognition, and the satisfaction of helping others.
“Is it hard to walk into a
house where a wife is sobbing
uncontrollably because her
husband just killed himself and
left her to raise their kids
alone? You bet,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Terry Brown,
Space Warfare Center first sergeant.
“Do you get a warm feeling knowing you helped someone at what is one of the worst
times in her life? You better
believe you do,” he added.
According to Brown, if
the team helps just one person
through a crisis, then it’s all
worth it.
To volunteer for the crisis
support team, call Susan
Golden at 556-6141 or visit the
family support center to fill out
an application.
People who need crisis
support should call the life
skills center at 556-7804 or the
base chapel at 556-4442.

Submit your
articles to the
Space
Observer
Articles must be
received at least 10
days prior to the
date you want them
to appear in the
paper.
Articles can be emailed to
shane.sharp@peterson.af.mil or
melanie.epperson@peterson.af.mil.
Call 556-7846 for
more
information.
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GSU

C o r n e r

Ground-Based Electro Optical
Deep Space Surveillance Sensors and
the Moron Optical Space Surveillance
System are employed by the 21st
Space Wing’s 18th Space Surveillance
Squadron, located at Edwards Air
Force Base, Calif., but the telescopes
are located at Socorro, N.M.; Diego
Garcia, British Indian Ocean Territory;
Maui, Hawaii; and Moron, Spain.
Each site is responsible for tracking deep space objects and updating
the Space Surveillance Network with
positional data on the orbiting objects
being tracked. All this data is fed from
the detachments and routed through
the Optical Command, Control and
Communications facility at Edwards
AFB. Once this data has been
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18th SPSS provides space surveillance
with detachments all over the world

received by the OC3F, it is then routed
to the requesting agency.
While it is true that the sun never
sets on the 18th SPSS, there is also
nearly constant darkness on one of its
units with usually two or more detachments conducting night time surveillance operations at the same time.
Detachment 2, Diego Garcia, and
Detachment 3, Maui, each have three
telescopes. Detachment 1 in Socorro
has two telescopes with a third to be
added this winter. Detachment 4 in
Moron has one telescope that was once
part of the transportable optical system
before being bolted down. Dets 1, 2,
and 3 will begin an upgrade from the
current vacuum tube-type cameras to
digital devices early next year. These

upgrades will
greatly improve
the quantity of
observations
forwarded.
Keeping
this process
flowing smoothly is the key to
providing timely
observations and
acquiring the required
objects. Military members
support the mission carried
out by the 18th SPSS, along
with three different contractors; Lockheed-Martin, Logicon,
and MIT/Lincoln Labs. The military
members and contractors are vital in
upholding the ops tempo required
while maintaining constant vigilance.
The 18th SPSS is the only space
unit located on Edwards AFB and has
a unique relationship with the base.
As the only operational unit, the
18th faces a unique set of challenges,
like trying to explain to the civil engineer squadron why we need our parking lot lighted during the night while
other lots are dark. Or trying to convince the communications troops that
our classified phone connection is a
high priority requirement.
Participating in base activities
has brought the 18th SPSS and 21st
SW into the local spotlight. The unit
actively sponsors the honor roll program at one of the local elementary

18th Space Surveillance
Squadron,
Edwards Air Force Base,
California

schools and, according to squadron
members, has been doing quite well in
intramural sports.
Participating in local high
schools’ “Career Day” allows unit
members to help in recruiting the next
generation of space operators.
Inspection results have proven
that the 18th SPSS is truly “Semper
Vigilans in Sine Alto—Ever Vigilant
in the Heavens.”
(Courtesy of 18th SPSS)
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How much do you know about the Stars and the Stripes?
Q. Who cut the American flag into pieces and was
honored for doing it?
A. Robert Peary, who left pieces of the flag scattered
at the North Pole.
Q. Is it ever appropriate to fly the flag upside down?
A. Yes, but only in an emergency. It means “Help
me, I am in trouble!”
Q. What is done with worn or outdated flags?
A. Flags are used until they are worn out and then
they are destroyed, preferably by burning.

Q. Francis Scott Key wrote the words to “The StarSpangled Banner” on the back of an envelope. What
is the source of the music for it?
A. The music is from an old English drinking song
called “To Anacreon in Heaven.”
Q. The American flag first flew over a foreign fort in
what country?
A. Libya — over Fort Derne, on the shores of
Tripoli.

Fourth of July facts and trivia
The country’s tallest
flagpole is in Dorris, Calif.,
just below the CaliforniaOregon state line. Its is 200
feet tall (Dorris Lions Club)
The U.S. imports
$131.1 million in fireworks,
mostly from china. The
U.S. exports $15.5 million
in fireworks, with Taiwan
being the leading purchaser.
(U.S. Census)
The United States
imports over $1 million in
American flags each year.
Flag exports total less
than half that amount, with
the United Kingdom as the
biggest importer of
American Flags. (U.S.
Census)
Independence Day is
the biggest U.S. hot dog
holiday. An estimated 155
million hot dogs were con-

sumed over the holiday last
year (National Hot Dog and
Sausage Council)
Three U.S. presidentsJohn Adams, Thomas and
James Monroe- died on
July 4. Only one-Calvin
Coolige-was born on that
day.
8,500 people suffering
fireworks-related injuries
are treated in hospital emergency rooms nationwide
each year. The estimated
annual cost of fireworksrelated injuries is $100 million. (U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention)
Liberty is most common patriotic name for a
U.S. city. Twenty-seven
U.S. cities have “Liberty”
in their names- four of them
in Iowa. (U.S. Census)

Q. A vexillologist is an expert in what?
A. The history of flags.
Q. “Shipwreck” Kelly (1885-1952) was famous for
sitting for long periods of time. What did he have to
do with flags?
A. He set many flagpole-sitting records. He sat for
49 days on one flagpole. He once estimated that he
spent a total of over 20,000 hours sitting on flagpoles. Flagpole sitting was a craze started in
Baltimore, Maryland, in 1929.
( Courtesy of Independence Hall Association)

Commentary: They paid the price
By Paul Harvey
Paul Harvey News and Commentary

The 56 men who signed our Declaration
of Independence that first Fourth of July were
risking everything. If they won their war with
the British, there’d be years of hardship and a
struggling nation. If they lost, they’d face a
hangman’s noose. And yet there where it says,
“We herewith pledge, our lives, our fortunes,
and our sacred honor,” they signed. But did
you know that they paid the price?
When Carter Braxton of Virginia signed
the Declaration of Independence, he was a
wealthy planter and trader; but thereafter he
saw his ships swept from the seas and to pay
his debts, he lost his home and all of his property and he died in rags.
Thomas Lynch, Jr., who signed that
pledge, was a third generation rice grower and
aristocrat - a large plantation owner. After he
signed, his health failed. With his wife he set
out for France to regain his failing health.
Their ship never got to France; he was never
heard from again.
Thomas McKean of Delaware was so
harassed by the enemy that he was forced to
move his family five times in five months. He
served in Congress without pay, his family in
poverty and in hiding.
Vandals looted the properties of Ellery
and Clymer and Hall and Gwinett and Walton
and Heyward and Rutledge and Middleton.
And Thomas Nelson Jr. of Virginia raised $2
million on his own signature to provision our
allies, the French fleet. After the war, he personally paid back the loans and wiped out his
entire estate; he was never reimbursed by his
government. And in the final battle for
Yorktown he urged General Washington to fire
on his (Nelson’s) own home, then occupied by
Cornwallis. He died bankrupt. Thomas Nelson,
Jr. had pledged his life, his fortune, and his
sacred honor.
The Hessians seized the home of Francis
Hopkinson of New Jersey. Francis Lewis had
his home and everything destroyed. His wife
was imprisoned; she died within a few months.
Richard Stockton, who signed the Declaration
of Independence, pledging his life and his for-

tune, was captured and mistreated, and his
health broken to the extent that he died at 51.
And his estate was pillaged.
Thomas Heyward, Jr. was captured when
Charleston fell. John Hart was driven from his
wife’s bedside while she was dying. Their 13
children fled in all directions for their lives.
His fields and gristmill were laid waste. For
more than a year he lived in forests and caves
and returned home after the war to find his
wife dead, his children gone, his properties
gone. He died a few weeks later of exhaustion
and a broken heart.
Lewis Morris saw his land destroyed and
his family scattered. Philip Livingston died
within a few months of hardships of the War.
John Hancock is remembered best, due to a
quirk of fate - that great sweeping signature
attesting to his vanity, towers over the others.
He was one of the wealthiest men in New
England. He stood outside Boston one terrible
night of the War and said, “Burn Boston,
‘though it makes John Hancock a beggar, if the
public good requires it.” He, too, lived up to
the pledge.
Of the 56 signers of the Declaration of
Independence, few were long to survive. Five
were captured by the British and tortured
before they died; 12 had their homes - from
Rhode Island to Charleston - sacked and looted, occupied by the enemy or burned. Two of
them lost their sons in the Army; one had two
sons captured. Nine of the 56 died in the War
from its hardships or from its more merciful
bullets.
I don’t know what impression you’d had
of these men who met that hot summer in
Philadelphia, but I think it’s important this July
4, that we remember this about them: they
were not poor men, they were not wild-eyed
pirates; these were men of means, these were
rich men, most of them, who enjoyed much
ease and luxury in personal living. Not hungry
men, prosperous men, wealthy land owners,
substantially secure in their prosperity. They
had learned that liberty is so much more important than security, that they pledged their lives,
their fortunes, and their sacred honor. They fulfilled their pledge, they paid the price, and
freedom was born.

Safety

Summer safety rules
from AAP put kids first
Fun In The Sun
- Babies under 6 months of age should be kept out of the direct sunlight.
Move your baby to the shade or under a tree, umbrella or the stroller
canopy.
- Dress babies in lightweight clothing that covers the arms and legs
and use brimmed hats.
- Apply sunscreen at least 30 minutes before going outside and use it
even on cloudy days. The sun protection factor should be at least 15.
- Try to keep children out of the sun between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. That’s
when the sun’s rays are strongest.
Pool Safety
- Never leave children alone in or near the pool, even for a moment.
- Make sure adults are trained in life-saving techniques and CPR so they can rescue a child if necessary.
- Surround your pool on all four sides with a sturdy five-foot fence.
- Make sure the gates self-close and self-latch at a height
children can’t reach.
- Keep rescue equipment like a shepherd’s hook (a long
pole with a hook on the end), life preserver and
portable telephone near the pool.
- Avoid inflatable swimming aids such as “floaties.”
They are not a substitute for approved life vests and can
give children a false sense of security.
- Children are not developmentally ready for swim lessons until after their fourth birthday. Swim programs
for children under 4 should not be seen as a way to
decrease the risk of drowning.
- Whenever infants or toddlers are in or around water, an
adult should be within arm’s length, providing “touch supervision.”
Bug Safety
- Don’t use scented soaps, perfumes or hair sprays on your child.
- Repellents appropriate for use on children should contain no more than 10
percent DEET because the chemical, which is absorbed
through the skin, can cause harm. The concentration of
DEET varies significantly from product to product, so read
the label of any product you purchase.
- Avoid areas where insects nest or congregate, such as stagnant
pools of water, uncovered foods and
gardens where flowers are in bloom.
- Avoid dressing your child in clothing with bright colors or
flowery prints.
- To remove a visible stinger from skin, gently scrape it off
horizontally with a credit card or your fingernail. You can also
remove a stinger by pinching it out with a pair of tweezers or your fingers.
Playground Safety
- Carefully maintain all equipment.
- Swings should be made of soft materials such as rubber, plastic
or canvas.
- Make sure children cannot reach any moving parts that
might pinch or trap any body part.
- Make sure metal slides are cool to prevent childrens’ legs from getting burned.
- Parents should never purchase a home trampoline
or allow children to use home trampolines.
Travel Safety
- Buckle up car seats and seat belts.
- Keep supplies with you, such as snacks, water, a first aid kit and any medicines your child
needs.
- Always use a car seat, starting with your baby's
first ride home from the hospital. Help your child
form a lifelong habit of buckling up.
- Read the manufacturer's instructions and
always keep them with the car seat. Read
your vehicle owner's manual for more information on how to install the car seat.
- Put your child in the back seat. It is the safest
place in the car because it is farthest away from a
head-on crash (the most common type of crash).
- The harness system holds your child in the car seat, and the seat belts hold the seat in the car.
Attach both snugly to protect your child.
- Children in rear-facing car seats should never be placed in a front seat equipped with an air bag.
- Children traveling alone to visit relatives or attend summer camp should have a copy of their
medical information with them at all times.
More tips from the American Academy of Pediatrics can be found on their Web site at
www.aap.org. (Courtesy American Academy of Pediatrics)
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Fireworks are not toys!
Always leave fireworks to trained professionals.
This includes sparklers, which can get as hot
as 1200 degrees Fahrenheit. (Wow, thats
hot!)
Attend only public fireworks displays put on
by trained professionals and stay back at
least 500 feet from the display. (Besides
being the safer way to see fireworks, public
displays are more spectacular than anything
youll see at home.)
If you or your friends find fireworks, dont
pick them up; tell a grown-up right away.
Remember, fireworks are not allowed on
Peterson Air Force Base!
By Staff Sgt. Jeffery A. Shaw, Base Fire Inspector

Firework danger too
often underestimated
By Jeffrey G. Straus, M.D.
Straus Eye Center

According to Prevent Blindness America, nearly 13,000
fireworks victims keep hospitals busy every year.
More than half of those injured are children. Fireworks
not only injure users, but 40 percent of fireworks mishaps injure
bystanders.
The three types of fireworks that keep hospital emergency
rooms busy during the holiday period are bottle rockets, firecrackers and sparklers. Bottle rockets and firecrackers can fly
in any direction prior to exploding and sparklers burn at temperatures hot enough to melt gold.
One of the reasons fireworks injuries continue to occur is
because people just don’t consider how dangerous these devices
can be.
People often don’t realize - until they are injured - that the
risk of blindness or injury outweighs the excitement of taking
risks with fireworks, and giving fireworks to young children can
mean a trip to the hospital emergency room.
(Courtesy of Straus Eye Center and Prevent Blindness
America)
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Legal office provides many benefits to Peterson Complex members
One military benefit that has not changed or
gone away altogether in the last decade is the services
provided at the base legal office. part of this benefit
is these services are free of charge and continue during retirement years.
In 2000, the Peterson legal office prepared 2513
powers of attorney, 1097 Last Will and Testament
documents, and notarized over 5000 miscellaneous
documents.
If you compare the 21 Space Wing legal office
services to the cost of the same services downtown,
you can see the benefit. The average cost of a power
of attorney is $125; a will may costs up to $1000-the
lowest price could be around $300. A "living will"
will be an additional fee. When speaking to an attorney about a civil law matter, the initial meetings or
"consultations" are free, however, once you retain the
attorney's services, the hourly charge can be as much
as $120.
The attorneys at the 21st SW legal office provide
free, legal counseling to all eligible clients on a variety
of topics such as child support, legal separation and
divorce, bankruptcy, landlord-tenant issues, and disputes with automobile dealers. A member may come
back to see the attorneys as many times as needed.
To be eligible for assistance at the legal office,
a person must hold a military ID card including
active duty, Guard and Reserve members on IDT
days, retired, or family member to include widowers.
Also in support of the 2000 tax year, which

ended April 15, the legal office, together with
Some members believe the legal office is where
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance personnel from
people go when they are in trouble. But there’s more
units across the base, electronically filed 840 tax
to the legal office than military justice and courts-marreturns. Peterson members, active and retired, saved tial. It’s a customer service organization.
over $99,300 in tax preparation fees.
The legal office is located in Building 350 on
With the increase use of Internet technology, the the second floor. Legal office staff members are
legal office has unlimited access to legal information
always available to speak at commander's calls. For
and laws. In the legal office lobby area, there is an
appointments or questions, call 556-4871.
extensive collection of easy to read handouts cover(Courtesy of 21st Space Wing legal office)
ing all kinds of subjects such as adoption,
bankruptcy, credit card fraud, immigration
and naturalization and landlord-tenant
issues. The handouts are free of charge.
The handouts are also available on the
legal office's Web site, which can be found By Col. Dan M. Goad
under "unit pages" at PeteCentral.
AETC director of communications and information
Do you have someone purchasing
About 2000 years ago, Sun Tzu in The Art of War said,
something from you but he will be paying
“The art of war teaches us to rely not on the likelihood of the
in installments? Would you like a signed
enemy’s not coming, but on our own readiness to receive him;
document to make the transaction more
not on the chance of his not attacking, but rather on the fact that
"binding?" The legal office has
we have made our position unassailable.”
Promissory Notes and Bill of Sale docuThese words of wisdom apply to today’s technology as
ments that can be used. It is as easy as fill
well as to the bows and arrows of Sun Tzu’s time. Winning or
in the blanks. Legal office personnel will
losing the next war may very well depend not on the types of
even notarize it for free. There is a
weapons systems we use, but rather on how well we take the
notary public available everyday from 1-3
responsibility to make our information systems invincible.
p.m. For people who may have a conflict
June’s Air Force Information Assurance Awareness
with the available office hours, the legal
staff can make other arrangements to nota- Campaign 2001 theme is “User Responsibilities.” In past
months, there have been articles published on digital devices
rize documents.
(such as personal digital assistants), threats and countermeasures, and Web security. The common thread weaving these
articles together is the user and how user actions affect national
security.
So, who or what is a user? A user is anyone who communicates using information technology in any manner. More
than this, however, users are responsible for protecting those
Tuesday and Wednesday at the Colorado Springs Municipal
communications from unauthorized access.
Airport, sponsored by the Experimental Aircraft Association, a
“Defense-in-Depth” outlines the Air Force’s philosophy
non-profit organization
for defending communications systems and the information
they contain. Although individual roles for this defense vary
Flight times are 7:45, 8:30 and 9:15 a.m. both days
depending on the user group to which we belong, all of us share
Cost per flight is $325 for EAA members and $375 for non-members
in the collective responsibility of achieving “Defense-inGround tours will be given from 2-6 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday. Cost per
Depth.”
tour is $5 per person (18 years and older), $4 per student (ages 8-17), and
To learn more about users’ roles as cyber-warriors in
$10 per family (Adults with children 17 and under). Children under 8 are
making our communications systems unassailable, visit the Air
free - accompanied
Force Communications Agency Web site at
by an adult.
https://www.afca.scott.af.mil/ip/iaac2001/indxpage.htm.

You’re the user in
‘user responsibilities’

Take a flight on a B-17 Flying
Fortress bomber from World War II

For reservations or
inquiries, call 1800-359-6217 or
visit www.b17.org.
For local contact,
e-mail
b17visit@earthlink.net.

Missoula Children’s
Theatre visits Peterson
Missoula Children’s Theatre is a unique educational international tour project, which develops life skills through participation in the performing arts. Creativity, social skills, goal
achievement, communication skills and self-esteem are all characteristics that can be attained through participation in the
Missoula Children’s Theatre.
The experience includes an open audition, intensive
rehearsals, two public performances and three enrichment workshops.
This week-long residency at Peterson Air Force Base is
scheduled for July 9-14 from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. in the base auditorium. Participants will perform “Sleeping Beauty,” an original
adaptation of the classic fairy tale. Family members ages 6-18
are eligible to audition.
Tryouts will be conducted on Monday, July 9, and selections will be made the same day. Selected participants will be
provided a schedule of rehearsals, locations and performances.
Performances will be free and open to the public.
Performances are scheduled for Friday, July 13, at 7 p.m. and
Saturday, July 14, at 3 p.m.
Registration runs through July 6 at the youth center. For
more information, call Robin Lauser at 556-7220.
Missoula Children’s Theatre is funded in part by the
National Endowment for the Arts and by the Montana Cultural
Trust.
(Courtesy of 21st Services Squadron Marketing)
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News
FEDERAL WOMEN’S PROGRAM: The
Federal Women’s Program will hold their next meeting July 9 at 3 p.m. in the Peterson Air Force Base
Chapel. For more information, call Dallas at 2682566 or Debra Agnew at 554-5265.
ASIAN AMERICAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER
EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM: The newly formed
AAPI committee will hold its second meeting July 18
at 3 p.m. in the 21st Mission Support Squadron’s atrium. This forum is open to all interested Peterson
Complex civil service and military personnel. One of
the topics discussed will be how to improve civilian
employment opportunities for AAPI personnel within
under-represented career fields and/or progression
into upper mobility positions within the federal
employment market. Another goal of the committee is
to assist military AAPI personnel who are transitioning to a civilian life that want to continue working for
the government as a civil service employee. For more
information, contact Yong Sharp at 567-4501.
FAMILY CHILD CARE OPPORTUNITY:
Family Child Care is an Air Force program that
allows military spouses an opportunity to supplement
their family’s income while caring for their own children in their licensed FCC home. Military spouses
can provide child care for other families’ children for
a total of at least 10 hours a week, on a regular basis.
They must be licensed to provide care in on-base
quarters. If you are interested in learning more about
this career option and its professional development
opportunities, call the FCC office at 556-4322.
CLINIC WEEKEND HOURS: The USAFA
family practice clinic and pharmacy are changing
their weekend hours. Current hours are Saturdays, 9
a.m.-3 p.m., and Sundays, 1-4:30 p.m. The hours will
change July 7 to Saturdays, 8 a.m-2 p.m., and
Sundays, 8 a.m.-noon. For appointments, call 333CARE (2273). This is the same number used for
active duty sick call appointments.
YMCA CAMP: The Armed Services YMCA
will hold a day camp Aug. 10-16 for military children
ages 5-7. The day camp
hours are 9 a.m.-4
p.m., Monday
through Friday.
Children
will
experience field
trips,
outdoor
adventures, arts
and crafts, games
and more. The
cost is $25. For
more information,
call 393-9620
extension 130.

Education Center
556-4064
AIR WAR COLLEGE: Recruiting for the Air
War College nonresident studies seminar program is
now underway. This is an ideal way to complete senior Professional Military Education, combining selfstudy with a formal, semi-structured meeting environment highly conducive to learning. Seminars are
scheduled to start in early August and will run until
June 2002. The program is open to active duty, guard,
and reserve colonels, lieutenant colonels, and lieutenant colonel selectees (or their equivalent) of any
component of the U.S. armed forces and civilian
employees (GS/GM-13 or above). Applications for
enrollment into the seminar program are now being
accepted. To enroll, an individual must use the application form available at www.au.af.mil/au/awc/enrolppr.htm. Sign up now or you will have to wait until
August 2002 for the next seminar academic year to
begin. Contact Mike Madsen at 556-7738.

For your information
AIR COMMAND and STAFF COLLEGE:
The Air Command and Staff College seminar will
start in August. Majors or major selects from all
services are eligible to enroll as well GS-11s and
above. Application forms may picked up at the education center. After Tuesday, the education office
will start putting the enrollments into the base level
personnel management system which flows to Air
University. Course material will be mailed directly
to the student once the enrollment has been
processed. The material will consist of a multimedia
CD-ROM and course books. Seminars meet for
approximately 10.5 months, 3 hours per week. It
should be noted that the number of missed sessions
for each student is no longer a factor and attendance
will not be tracked or recorded. Call Lisa Simon at
556-7392.
EDUCATION FAIR: The base education
office will hold an education fair at the base
exchange July 13, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. About 10
colleges and universities from the
area will be
available to provide information on their programs and answer questions. Stop
by, discuss your educational goals with them and
learn what each has to offer.
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY:
The Colorado Christian University with hold an
accelerated degree completion information seminar
on July 12 from 1-2 p.m. at the base education office,
room 208. Earn your associate and bachelor degree
through accelerated programs. This new student
information seminar discusses admission policy,
transfer credit including Community College of the
Air Force, CLEP and college credit for work experience, financial assistance and course schedules. Call
and reserve a seat today. For more information call
Tom Boven, Academic Advisor at 573-6616.

Civilian Personnel Flight
CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFIT SERVICE DAY: Representatives from Blue
Cross/Blue Shield, AETNA U.S Healthcare,
Government Employees Health Association,
Pacificare of Colorado and Kaiser Permanente will
be available to meet with Peterson Complex civilian
employees to discuss questions or concerns regarding health insurance coverage. Appointments are
not required. Representatives will be available
Wednesday in the civilian personnel office training
room from 9-10:30 a.m. For more information, call
Beverly Sagapolutele, 556-7073.

Finance
556-4770
BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING: The
dependent BAH will increase to $722 for E-1 through
E-4 effective July 1.
ATTENTION TRAVELERS: When submitting travel vouchers for payment, include three copies
of your orders, three copies of your voucher, and
receipts for airline tickets, billeting, rental car, and
any purchase over $75.

Commissary
COMMISSARY
CLOSED WEDNESDAY: The Peterson Air
Force Base Commissary
will be closed Wednesday
in observance of
Independence Day.

Case lot sale
Friday - Sunday

Youth Center
556-7220
SCHOOL AGE PROGRAM: The R.P. Lee
youth center offers quality, accredited morning and
afternoon programs for preschool-aged or schoolaged child, two or three days a week. Registration for
the before and after school programs and the part day
preschool program is scheduled for July 19, 9-11 a.m.
at the youth center. Call Karen or Robin at 556-7220.
YOUTH CENTER CLOSED: The youth center will be closed Wednesday and Saturday.

Family Advocacy
556-8943
COMMON SENSE PARENTING: This fivesession workshop offers fun, practical and skillsbased training in raising responsible children and
building happy families. Class dates are July 11, 18,
25 and Aug. 1, 8. Call Family
Advocacy for details.
ANGER MANAGEMENT:
Learn ways to successfully express
anger and increase your ability to
recognize and cope with feelings
of anger. Dates of the classes are
July 12, 19, 26 and Aug. 2, 9 from
2-4 p.m. Classes will be held at the
Peterson Air Force Base education
center.

Family Support Center
556-6141
Classes are held in the family support center
classroom, 135 Dover Street, Building 350, Room
1016, unless otherwise specified. Registration is
required for all FSC classes. To register, call the FSC
at 556-6141 or stop by the FSC classroom.
JOB ORIENTATION: For an overview of the
local job market and a look at how family support can
help with your job search, sign up for this orientation
offered July 5, 12 and 26, 1-2:30 p.m.
CAREER STATUS BONUS AND REDUX
BRIEFING: There will be a CSB/REDUX briefing
Monday, 1-4 p.m. This briefing is for Peterson Air
Force Base and Cheyenne Mountain Air Force
Station personnel and will focus on the new military
Thrift Savings Plan, Career Status Bonus, REDUX,
and retirement planning.
INVESTMENT SEMINAR: The seminar will
be taught in two
parts, July 17
and 19, 1-4 p.m.
The topics of
discussion will
be understanding mutual funds
and exchange
traded
funds,
taxes, expense ratios, loads and no loads. The instructor will be Professor James Agresta. The seminar will
be held in Building 350, Suite 107. Call 556-6141 to
register.
GOING OVERSEAS: This program assists
families in dealing with a new language, customs,
courtesies and lifestyle when preparing for a move to
a foreign country. Information on travel, phones, currency and voltage requirements are just a few of the
subjects that will be addressed in this class. The class
will be held on July 11, from 8-9 a.m. Call 556-6141
for more information.
SMOOTH MOVE SUMMARY: The smooth
move summary will be on July 11, from 9-9:30 a.m.
It is intended to provide information for spouses who
did not attend the one-step outprocessing briefing. A
summary of useful information and handouts from
relocation agencies are provided.

Commentary
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O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave
By Master Sgt. Jim Huber
21st Logistics Support Squadron

June 14, the United States paid
homage to the 224th anniversary of the
Stars and Stripes. Our flag was created during a period of uncertainty and
conflict when a great experiment was
undertaken by a group of visionaries.
The success of that experiment
and the symbols that it begins remain
the visible thread that binds together
the people forming the greatest nation
in the world.
In 1777, the Continental
Congress passed a resolution specifying “that the flag be 13 stripes alternate red and white; that the union be
13 stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.”
The 13 stars and stripes represented the original 13 colonies. The
resolution did not assign any meaning
to the colors selected. But, the colors
used in the Great Seal of the United
States did have a specific meaning.
Charles Thompson, the Secretary
of the Continental Congress, wrote,
“The colors of the pales (the vertical
stripes) are those used in the flag of
the United States of America; White
signifies purity and innocence, Red,
hardiness and valor, and Blue, the
color of the Chief (the broad band
above the stripes) signifies vigilance,

perseverance and justice.” The colors
on the Great Seal are often used today
to describe our flag.
During the past 224 years, the
flag changed many times by adding a
new stripe and new star to represent
each new state admitted to our Union.
Francis Scott Key witnessed the
fierce bombardment of Fort McHenry
from Sept. 13-14, 1814, and was
moved to see the 15 star and 15 stripe
flag still gallantly flying. It was on
board a ship in the Baltimore harbor
where he penned the words that would
become our national anthem.
Congress realized that with a
growing nation the practice of adding a
new stripe and star for each new state
would clutter the flag. So April 4,
1818, Congress passed a law that
restored the flag to the original 13
stripes and provided that a new star
would be added for each new state
admitted to the union. That legislation
made permanent the design of today’s
flag.
The flag’s nickname is attributed
to Captain Stephen Driver, a shipmaster in the 1830s. As the flag unfurled
in the breeze on his ship, the Charles
Doggett, Captain Driver declared “Old
Glory”.
He retired to Nashville, Tenn., in
1837 taking with him his prized flag.
When Union forces captured the city

of Nashville in 1862, Captain Driver
took Old Glory from its hiding place to
fly it over the capital.
Francis Bellamy wrote the Pledge
of Allegiance in 1892. In 1923 it was
modified by changing the original
“...my flag…” to “…the flag of the
United States of America…” Congress
officially recognized the popular oath
in 1941.
The Pledge of Allegiance was
last changed during the anti-communist frenzy in 1954 by adding the
words “…under God…”
Flag Day was first observed in
1885. President Woodrow Wilson officially recognized Flag Day through a

Presidential Proclamation in 1916.
Aug. 3, 1949, President Harry Truman
signed into law an Act of Congress
designating June 14 of each year as
National Flag Day.
The flag has been at the forefront
of countless triumphs and tragedies.
From the forging of our nation to the
far off corners of the globe, on the
dusty craters of the moon and in the
outer reaches of space, Old Glory is
proudly there proclaiming the continued success of the great American
experiment and the men and women
who uphold those principles that form
the “land of the free and the home of
the brave.”

Base club membership has its privileges; benefits outweigh costs
By Dan Schofield
Community Support Flight chief

I’ve been a civilian
employee with the Air Force
for 16 years. Although I don’t
wear a uniform, display my
rank, or directly defend the
sovereignty of this or other
nations, I do consider myself
an important part of the Air
Force family.
During my career with the
Air Force, I have worked in
Morale Welfare
Recreation/Services. In doing
so, I have been involved with
and have witnessed a great
many positive programs that
increase the quality of life for
everyone associated with the
Air Force. These opportunities
are often not available to our
neighbors living and working
off base.
One of these positive programs is club membership.
For many years, the club was
where I met with friends and
co-workers for lunch or for a
drink after work and often
enjoyed Sunday brunches. Not
only have their dinners been
of high quality, but also very
affordable.
Over the years, changes

were put in place regarding
how clubs operate, what funding they receive, and the cards
that are issued to members.
When the club card system
went to the credit card format,
I quit as a member. I felt the
Air Force was forcing another
credit card on me, and that
was something I didn’t want.
But after a while, I got
tired of paying higher prices
for lunches and having to be a
guest of a member in order to
enjoy socializing with coworkers and friends at the
club.
I have become a club
member again and am glad I
did. The Peterson clubs have
implemented benefits that outweigh the dues. Yes, I get
club-dining coupons equivalent to the amount of dues that
I pay. As long as I eat or drink
at the club a few times a
month, I break even. I get a
chance to win a minimum of
$1,000 every Friday night
during the weekly cash drawing. I also have a free breakfast – every Monday, offered
to officer and enlisted club
members alike. I like the food
at both of Peterson’s clubs.
And their specialty programs

– such as lobster night,
Mongolian barbeque, and the
gourmet dinner – are tremendous.
I have a friend who tells
me that when he and his wife
think about places to eat dinner, the club doesn’t usually
come to mind. I can understand that because when civilians leave the base after work,
we don’t think about coming
back until the next workday.
With the quality of the meals,

and at a lower cost than most
area restaurants, I believe
making a special trip to the
clubs for dinner is something
to consider.
Now, about the credit card
itself. With no annual fee, it’s
a bargain. Even with paying a
small annual fee for frequent
flier mileage, it’s really a bargain. The credit card company
isn’t tied to one airline, so
there are many options to
select from when cashing in

the credits. My wife and I
now use the services card as
our only credit card and
we’ve accumulated enough
frequent flyer miles we’ll be
flying to Europe soon.
If you’re not a club member, I highly encourage you to
try membership, enjoy the
available benefits and see if
you’re pleased with your decision. I strongly believe you
will be pleasantly surprised.

12

People

SPACE OBSERVER
Friday, June 29, 2001

Nineteen future supervisors earn diplomas
from Peterson AFB leadership school
Class 01-F of the
Peterson Air Force Base
Airman Leadership School
graduated June 19at a ceremony at the enlisted club.
Brig. Gen. Bob Kehler,
21st Space Wing commander,
was the guest speaker.
Senior Airman Michael
B. Fewell, 721st Civil
Engineer Squadron, Cheyenne
Mountain Air Force Station,
earned the John L. Levitow
Award for excellence as a student and a scholar. Senior
Airman Jeffrey S. Cochran,
21st CES, Peterson AFB and
Senior Airman Michael B.
Fewell, 721st CES, Cheyenne
Mountain AFS, tied to receive
the Academic Achievement

Awards for the highest class
average. Senior Airman Paul
B. Barbee, 13th ASOS, Fort
Carson, earned the
Distinguished Graduate
Award, and Senior Airman
Tina J. Parrott, Headquarters
NORAD, Peterson AFB, was
awarded the Leadership
Award.
Graduates included:
Senior Airman Michael L.
Austin, Senior Airman Paul B.
Barbee, Senior Airman Lewis
D. Carlisle, Senior Airman
Jeffrey S. Cochran, Senior
Airman Lisa D. Coker, Senior
Airman Michael B. Fewell,
Senior Airman Raymond H.
Gibbons III, Senior Airman
Inocente Gutierrez Jr., Senior

Airman Jacob A. Hey, Senior
Airman Kjersti S. Howell,
Senior Airman Reginald D.
Key Jr., Senior Airman
William C. Lassiter II, Senior
Airman Charles K. Maxwell
II, Senior Airman Christian P.
Pardue, Senior Airman Tina J.
Parrott, Senior Airman
Meshekka L. Rockman,
Senior Airman Stephanie
Saavedra, Senior Airman
Hugo Uribe Jr., and Senior
Airman Glenn D. Wooten II.
Congratulations to the
future leaders of the Air Force
for their accomplishments and
commitment to excellence.
(Courtesy Airman
Leadership School)

Star Performer

NAME: Staff Sgt. Carl F.
Gonyea
UNIT: 21st Logistics Support
Squadron
JOB TITLE: Defense
Support Program and Mobile
Ground Station site support
HOMETOWN: Rockwood,
Mich.
TIME IN SERVICE: 11
years
ABOUT GONYEA:
Staff Sgt. Gonyea works
configuration control and
maintenance site support for
the Defense Support Program
and the Mobile Ground
Station. His duties include
management of critical maintenance, configuration control,
and site support issues for
geographically separated units
supporting the Integrated
Tactical Warning/Attack

Assessment and National
Command Authorities. He
develops wing maintenance
policy and procedures and is
directly involved as the 21st
Space Wing’s lead for all software and hardware modifications performed on mobile
space-based missile warning
systems valued at over $200
million.
Gonyea is also responsible for the 21st LSS AntiTerrorism/Force Protection
Program. He wrote the operating instructions for unit wide
facility evacuation plans and
is responsible for proposed
unit random anti-terrorism
measures. Additionally, he is
responsible for unit personnel
training and overall unit
awareness and facility vulnerability inspections.
His off-duty community
contributions include volunteer work with a local Boy
Scout pack summer day camp
as the director for Cub Scout
nature activities for 120 young
scouts over a 5-day period,
and packing food for the
“Care and Share” program to
benefit over 100 local needy
families.
In the future, Gonyea
hopes to complete his bachelor’s degree in computer engineering and apply for Officer
Training School.

Monday, 3:30 p.m. at
the enlisted club
Free food!
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Air Force team conquers
Armed Forces Eco Challenge
A team of four Air Force members earned first place during the 150mile Armed Forces Eco Challenge
adventure race in Alaska June 21-26.
Team Speedy Mail, made up of
three
Air Force pararescuemen
(Kenneth Fournier, David Shuman and
Skip Kula) and a communications specialist (Rebecca King), crossed the finish line Saturday at Quartz Lake,
Alaska, finishing the race in 61 hours
and seven minutes.
King told the media “because we
didn’t know how far the team behind us
was, we kept pushing ourselves to keep
on going.”
As the winning team of the
Alaska qualifier, team Speedy Mail will
go on to represent the United States
Armed Forces against the best
endurance athletes in the world in the
Eco-Challenge New Zealand 2001
World Championships.
King said even though they finished first, they have a rigorous training schedule ahead of them to prepare
for New Zealand.
According to the team, the secret
to their success is their sense of humor,
their endurance and the fact that the
team works really well together.
The race not only served as a
qualifier for the world championships,
but also as a benefit event for Tragedy
Assistance Providers for Survivors, a
national non-profit organization made
up of, and providing services to, all
those who have lost a loved one while
serving in the Armed Forces. The
organization relies on donations and
funds raised through charity events.
TAPS was chosen to host the
first-ever qualifier for the worldrenowned Eco-Challenge out of 250
applicants.
The race included 22 mixed gender teams of four, representing the
active and reserve components of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and
Coast Guard.

Courtesy photo

Armed Forces Eco Challenge participants paddle down the Delta River in Alaska during the pack-rafting portion of
the race.

Most of the teams were competing in memory of a lost comrade. The
members of team Speedy Mail dedicated their race to all Air Force pararescuemen who have lost their lives in the
line of duty.
In the months before the race, the
teams spent time finding sponsors and
raising funds for TAPS in addition to
training for the competition.
The course
Leg 1: Mountain Biking - 81.4 km
Competitors rode off the end of
the tarmac on Allen Army Air Field, at
Fort Greely and into the wilderness of
interior Alaska. For 81.4 km, the AFEC
teams crossed waist-high, white water
creeks, and rode up and down steep
rocky hills. Bikers traveled under the
Alaska Oil Pipeline and then did a little
road riding before ending the first leg.

Leg 2: Mountaineering - 17.9 km
Racers climbed up a steep
moraine 4,800 feet and along a ridge
overlooking the west face of Devil's
Thumb. Then, they descended a steep
gully cautiously watching for avalanches and loose rock. At 5,400 feet, the
climbers put on crampons and ascended
to the base of the fixed ropes. The fixed
lines were set back from large cornices
hanging over the 1,500-foot face. At the
top of the cliff, the competitors donned
equipment for glacier travel and crossed
to a snow-covered peak to another set
of fixed ropes. From the middle summit
of the peak, the climbers then descended a fixed rope, crossed snow fields and
chose a descent route along the ridge
line. A wrong choice meant hours of
brush beating through thick stands of
alders.

Courtesy photo

Armed Force Eco Challenge competitors trek through the Alaska wilderness.

Leg 3: Mountain Biking, PackRafting, Trekking - 79.8 km
AFEC competitors changed into
biking clothes and grabbed equipment
for trekking and pack-rafting. After riding along the swiftly flowing Delta
River and bushwhacking through thick
brush as they went, the teams blew up
individual pack rafts and descended
into the water. They then trekked west
to Octopus Lake. The course went
through Alaska tundra, the soggy and
uneven ground which is tiring to navigate. Trekkers had to navigate through
environment which mixed mosquitoladen bogs with alder-covered steep
slopes. Ultimately, the teams crossed
back over Delta River ending up under
Donnelly Dome.
Leg 4: Mountain Biking - 45 km
Teams once again picked up their
mountain bikes and rode for the final
mountain biking leg of the course. This
section took them back along the
Alaska Oil Pipeline and North along the
Richardson Highway into Delta
Junction.
Leg 4: River Rafting - 18 km
The four-man, 14-foot rafts began
where Jarvis Creek dumps into the
Delta River. One of the biggest challenges of this leg was navigating down
the wide, braided river which offers
many channels to chose from, many of
them, dead ends.
Leg 5 - Trekking - 6.6 km
The final leg of the course took
competitors from the confluence of the
Tanana and Delta Rivers, to the Quartz
Lake Recreation Area. In between the
racers bushwhacked their way over Bert
Mountain, navigating through the thick
brush and across the tundra to the finish
line. (Information provided by Tragedy
Assistance Providers for Survivors)

Sports

Sports

Intramural standings
As of June 21

Soccer
Wins Losses
5
1
5
2
3
4
2
3
0
5

21 CS
21 CES
AFMC
21 SVS
Det 4

Pool
1.
2.
3.
3.

21 SVS “A”
1 CACS
721 CES
21 SVS “B”

Wins Losses
5
1
3
3
2
4
2
4

15

Staying
fit

Shorts

Fourth of July hours
The fitness center will be open 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday.
Women’s soccer
Air Force Sports Program Form 303s for women’s soccer
are due by July 6. Call 556-1515 for more information.
5K fun run
There will be a 5K fun run July 6, 11:30 a.m. Call 556-1515
for details.
Hiking trip
There is a hiking trip planned for July 6-8 to Kite Lake. Call
outdoor recreation at 556-4867 for more information.
Fly tying classes
Fly tying classes are scheduled for July 11, Aug. 8 and Sept.
12, 6-8 p.m. at Building 675, outdoor recreation. The class cost is
$10. Call 556-4867 to register.
Kayaking basics
The last basic kayaking class is scheduled for July 9, 11, 16
and 18 at the aquatics center. The cost of the four-session class is
$30. Call 556-4867 to register.
ATV/ camping trip
There is an ATV camping trip scheduled for July 13-15 in
Deckers. The trip costs $150 per person. Call 556-4867 to register and for more information.

1.
2.
3.
3.
5.

SPACE OBSERVER
Friday, June 29, 2001

Jerry
Cummings,
21st Logistics
Support
Squadron,
takes a run on
the treadmill at
the fitness center.
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