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Columbia’s
Calling
Editor’s note: This is the first in a
series on the Colombia Accident
Investigation Board. Next in the series is
“Home” becomes Houston – and
Beyond.
Brig. Gen. Duane Deal
21st Space Wing Commander

Early on Feb. 1, I was “enjoying”
my Saturday morning ritual on the elliptical machine at the Peterson Fitness
Center, watching the TV news in anticipation of my friend, Air Force Col. Rick
Husband, and the crew of the space
shuttle Columbia land in Florida during
my workout. What happened next is
seared forever in every American’s mind
– perhaps more so in mine because of
my activities and responsibilities since
that moment.
The TV announcement the shuttle
was overdue and not communicating,
something that planning and physics
simply don’t allow to happen unless
something’s wrong, followed by the
sobering images of a disintegrating
spacecraft and its valiant crew streaming toward earth.
Abruptly finishing my workout, I
headed to the wing operations center in
gym clothes versus uniform, knowing
these circumstances would excuse that.
The 21st Space Wing Operations
Center crew was methodically at work,
ensuring our wing’s worldwide sites
were already working to retrieve their
surveillance data — data that would
prove invaluable to the Columbia
Accident Investigation Board in the
days and weeks to come.
We were in constant communication with command centers at Cheyenne
Mountain, 14th Air Force, and
Headquarters Air Force Space
Command, all knowing we had lost a
second space shuttle in our lifetime, and
added seven more lives to the 10 already

lost in U.S. space exploration.
Conversations
with
AFSPC
Commander, Gen. Lance Lord, and 14th
AF Commander, Maj. Gen. Michael
Hamel, reflected our wing’s growing
role in tracking the mishap. Two hours
later came the call from AFSPC Vice
Commander Lt. Gen. Robert Hinson that
set the course for my coming days — I
was to be the AFSPC member on the
Columbia Accident Investigation Board.
Not unlike the many other aircraft
and space launch accident boards I’d
been on or presided over, the work
began immediately.
Within an hour I was talking with
NASA Deputy Administrator Fred
Gregory, an astronaut and retired Air
Force colonel I’d come to know years
before. Two hours after that, the newly
formed Board was in a teleconference
with NASA headquarters and recovery
crews already conducting the search for
debris and remains in Texas and
Louisiana – even as we planned our initial gathering. Late that night we had
our second teleconference, and I finally
went home to pack – for an undetermined duration.
I arrived early the next afternoon
at Barksdale AFB, La., the initial command site for recovery operations.
While waiting for the remainder of the
Board to arrive, I took a brief tour of the
debris recovery facilities and viewed the
already-filling wall-sized debris tracking map.
As if the different color code for
human remains on the map didn’t snag
your attention, the next event squarely
drove home one of the principal reasons
we were already so hard at work — the
arrival of the first set of astronaut
remains.
Together with the two other Board
members already at Barksdale, we
silently observed as two Blackhawks
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From left, Columbia Accident Investigation Board members Dr. Jim Hallock,
Board Chairman retired Admiral Hal Gehman, Brig. Gen. Deal, and Roger
Tetrault examine a section of the Columbia’s left main landing gear in a
debris collection facility at Kennedy Space Center in Florida. The debris was
shipped from the collection point at Barksdale Air Force Base, Shreveport,
La., as part of the ongoing investigation into the tragic accident that claimed
Columbia and her crew of seven.

landed and taxied in front of us. After
the rotors stopped whirling, an Air Force
Honor Guard cordon crisply and
somberly approached each helicopter,
retrieving a casket from each. The caskets were carried to a nearby hangar
being readied for remains, where two
chaplains conducted a brief service honoring the courageous astronauts for
Barksdale members present.
With huge lumps in our throats, we
returned to our temporary offices.
The coming days at Barksdale
involved our chairman, retired Navy
Admiral Hal Gehman, organizing the
Board, determining who would initially
focus on what, and us traveling by helicopter to the debris collection points in
and around Nacogdoches, Texas.
As we drove the countryside of
Texas, it hit home how daunting a challenge debris recovery would become —
the terrain was heavily wooded, sparsely
populated, and replete with swamps,
streams, and lakes.
We observed debris in multiple
locations, to include intact propellant
spheres, to portions of payload bay

doors, to the thermal protective tiles.
The support and concern of the good
citizens of eastern Texas shone through
in the debris found on the roadside –
every piece we saw in our travels had
flowers, notes, and U.S. flags positioned
around it.
We received thorough overviews
of the recovery process to follow, which
included members and volunteers from
nearly two dozen federal, state, and
local agencies, and more than 5,000
people at times scouring the 200-milelong and 10-mile-wide debris path.
Each piece would be tagged, photographed, and its GPS coordinates
recorded. A daunting task, considering
the location of much of the debris, and
the wide area over which it was scattered. It’s amazing that to date we’ve
collected nearly 80,000 pieces of the
orbiter weighing over 40 tons, despite
the fact much of it dissipated during the
heat and violence of the reentry. It’s
also amazing that not a single person
was hurt as those pieces – some weighing hundreds of pounds – hurtled toward
the ground.
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 May 31, 1941 - Maj. Gen. George
H. Brett appointed Chief of Air Corps.
 June 1, 1992 - Strategic Air
Command, Tactical Air Command, and
Military Airlift Command are inactivated. Air Combat Command and Air
Mobility Command activate, comprising most of the resources of the inactivated commands.
 June 2, 1949 - Gen. Henry H.
Arnold is given the permanent rank of
General of the Air Force.
 June 3, 1959 - The first U.S. Air
Force Academy class of 207 graduates,
with 205 receiving commissions as
regular officers in U.S. Air Force.
 June 4, 1969 - The Thunderbirds,
the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration
Squadron, holds their first exhibition
using the F-4 Phantom aircraft.
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Wing exercise tests joint response capabilities
By Tech. Sgt. Gino Mattorano
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The 21st Space Wing tested its ability to respond
to contingencies during a wing exercise May 20-21
that included a joint nuclear weapons accident scenario with the 50th Space Wing at Schriever Air Force
Base, Colo.
21st Space Wing exercises are truly global.
While the 21st Security Forces Squadron was responding to a bomb threat here at Peterson, wing geographically separated units were responding to their own set
of exercise inputs, and the wing’s command and control element worked to ensure the wing’s mission of
worldwide missile warning and space control never
missed a beat.
“There were three main objectives for this exercise,” said Capt. David Nuce, 21st Space Wing
Inspector General Exercise Controller. “We wanted to
demonstrate command and control between the ‘eyes
in the field’ and the battle staff, demonstrate readiness,
deployment and the ability to survive and operate, and
to conduct a joint exercise with the 50th Space Wing.”
Although each exercise is a learning process that
prepares the wing to meet challenges that might come
its way, Nuce feels the wing performed well.
“The normal players like fire, civil engineers,
security forces, and Services performed well, as
expected,” said Nuce. “There were a few problems we
identified, such as a lack of urgency, and communication between the battle staff and the field players.
People need to keep in mind that even though we’re in
an exercise, we still need to hustle as if this was a realworld event.”
With several military installations in the
Colorado Springs community, it’s important for bases
to work together to ensure that everyone understands
what their responsibilities are in a given contingency.
“The nuclear accident scenario was designed to
test Peterson and Schriever’s response to this type of
incident,” said Nuce.
“There are memorandums of agreement that outline specific roles for each base, and this exercise test-
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Members of the 21st Space Communications Squadron assist an exercise victim of a car bomb at
Building 1038 during the 21st Space Wing’s Condor Crest exercise May 20-21. The wing uses exercise
scenarios to be prepared in the event of an actual accident or incident.

ed our ability to interpret those agreements, and
respond accordingly.”
Given the Air Force’s current operations tempo,
it’s ever more crucial for Air Force members to be
ready to deploy at a moment’s notice, and Day Two of
the exercise gave wing members a taste of the deployment process, and life in tent city.
“We processed 180 people through the deployment line,” said Nuce. “Each person who deployed
was required to have all necessary items to deploy,
including training and immunizations. Next, we
deployed 80 of them to an exercise deployed location
on Pete East.”
While “deployed,” exercise participants received
training in Ability to Survive and Operate, perimeter
defense, self aid and buddy care, unexploded ordnance
detection, and underwent simulated chemical attacks.
Air Force units conduct readiness exercises to
prepare for real-world contingencies, and with an

Operational Readiness Inspection on the horizon, the
wing is honing its ability to react at a moment’s notice.
“We need to train like we would react in an actual contingency,” said Nuce. “You always revert to how
you were trained to do a task, so that when you confront that situation ... you react and don’t freeze.
Exercises aren’t designed to teach us how to bleed, but
how to stop bleeding.”
So what’s the best way for people to prepare for
the upcoming ORI or a real-world contingency?
“Understand your functional and squadron
requirements – know your job,” said Nuce. “The
requirements are listed in unit operations plans; the
command inspector general evaluates how the players
execute the plans. Exercises and inspections exist to
evaluate training. Training should be accomplished
and practiced well before an exercise. Keep in mind ...
an ORI is an inspection, not training – that is how we
need to approach exercises.”

Taking the reins
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All gave some, some gave all
Photo by G. Dennis Plummer

Brig. Gen. Leonard E. Patterson, Air Force Office of Special
Investigations Commander, passes the guidon to Col. Karen A. Esaias,
new Commander of the 8th Field Investigation Region during the AFOSI
8th Field Investigation Region change of command ceremony May 15.

Vietnam veterans render a salute after presenting a wreath to members
of the Military Order of the Purple Heart during the Memorial Day ceremony at Memorial Park in Colorado Springs. More than 300 people
gathered at the Veterans Memorial in the park Monday to pay tribute to
the more than 2.5 million servicemen and women who have given their
lives in defense of this nation.

4

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, May 29, 2003

HOME ALONE TRAINING
Peterson Air Force Base has devised youth supervision guidelines recommending that children ages 10
and 11 years old attend a Home Alone Training class,
before staying at home without supervision for up to
two hours. The two-hour workshop teaches about
being safe, taking care of yourself and your home,
problem solving skills, first aid, and more. For information, call Dr. Karen Kirshenbaum at 556-7220. To
sign up, call the Youth Center at 556-7220.

PARENT-TEEN DRIVING SEMINAR
A Parent-Teen Driving Seminar will be held
5:30-7:30 p.m. June 18 in the R.P. Lee Youth Center
training room. Instruction on driving laws and licensing will be presented. The seminar is free, but seating
is limited to 60 persons. Make reservations by June 17,
call the Auto Skills Center at 556-4481 for more information, or to register.

UNITS NEEDED TO HOST BONE
MARROW REGISTRATION DRIVES
Organizations and groups are needed to host a
unit or base-wide registration drive to recruit potential
life-saving bone marrow donors for the C.W. Bill
Young Department of Defense Marrow Donor
Program. For details, call Master Sgt. Kristin Clark at
556-3152, or e-mail kristin.clark@peterson.af.mil.

COMBAT ZONE TAX RELIEF
Beginning Jan. 1, and ending October 30, 2003
(unless circumstances warrant otherwise), Turkey and
Israel (as well as the water areas of the Eastern
Mediterranean that lie east of 30 degrees east longitude) in direct support of Operation Iraqi Freedom,
have been designated Combat Zones. Personnel affected include those permanently assigned, deployed or on
temporary duty (some restrictions may apply). Certain
temporary duty orders prepared after May 1, must contain a scripted eligibility statement. Active duty pay
received while stationed in a Combat Zone, re-enlistment bonuses received from re-enlistments that took

News Briefs
place in a combat zone, and monetary awards received
from IDEAs submitted while in a combat zone, are
exempt from federal income tax. Personnel meeting
the eligibility criteria, and assigned to Turkey or Israel
on or after Jan. 1, should contact their finance unit to
ensure pay accounts are accurately updated with the
appropriate tax exclusions. For more information, contact Bruce Amos at the Peterson Tax Center 556-5213.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE
ASSESSMENT SCHEDULED
The annual Peterson AFB Environmental
Compliance and Assessment Management Program
assessment is Monday through June 6. Members of the
ECAMP team will contact your organization during
the week of June 2-6 to schedule a visit. The purpose
of this visit may be to physically inspect your shop or
organization, or to check records and other administrative areas. Try to accommodate the team members as
they conduct these important inspections. More information can be found on the Environmental Flight Web
page, under Unit Pages on the PeteCentral homepage.
Contact 2nd Lt. Elizabeth Maertens at 556-1459 with
any questions.

WOMEN ON WEIGHTS
Sign up today for a new class, WOMEN ON
WEIGHTS, from 4-6 p.m. June 10 at the Peterson
Health and Wellness Center The class is exclusively
for women who may be intimidated by the weight
room, and want to learn how to use the weights correctly. This class is being offered in the evening to
accommodate women’s busy schedules, since some
women find it difficult to work out during the day. Call
556-6141 for more information.

COMMISSION SOLICITS
FEEDBACK
The Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations will conduct an accreditation survey of the 10th Medical Group June 6 to evaluate the organization’s compliance with nationally
established Joint Commission standards.

Anyone believing he or she has pertinent and
valid information about quality-of-care issues and the
safety of the environment in which care is provided
may request an interview with the commission’s field
representatives. Requests for an interview must be
made in writing no later than five working days before
the survey begins. Requests must indicate the nature of
the information to be provided at the interview.
Requests should be addressed to: Division of
Accreditation Operations, Office of Quality
Monitoring, Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations, One Renaissance
Boulevard, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181. Requests can
be faxed to 630-792-5636, or e-mailed to complaint@jcaho.org. The Joint Commission will
acknowledge such requests in writing by telephone,
and will inform the organization of the request for any
interview. The organization will, in turn, notify the
interviewee of the date, time and place of the meeting.

‘USED CAR CORNER’ LOCATION
The Peterson AFB Used Car Corner, aka “Lemon
Lot,” has been relocated from the Ent Federal Credit
Union Parking Lot to the lot adjacent to Building 625
and the Auto Skills Center. The lot is on Otis Street,
between Hamilton and Ent avenues. The fee for placing a car in the lot is $5 for two weeks. Each vehicle
requires a valid vehicle registration, valid insurance,
and a Department of Defense base decal. Call the Auto
Skills Center at 556-4481, if you have any questions.

FEDERAL EMPLOYEE HEALTH
BENEFITS REPRESENTATIVES
AVAILABLE
Representatives from Blue Cross/Blue Shield,
Kaiser Permanente, Mail Handlers’ Benefit Plan, and
Pacificare will be available to meet with federal
employees on matters/issues concerning their health
insurance coverage 9-10:30 a.m., today at the Civilian
Personnel Flight training room. Appointments are not
necessary. For more information, call Beverly
Sagapolutele at 556-7073.

www.peterson.af.mil

The following real-life events with real individuals
from around the Peterson Complex are to inform you
of crimes, accidents, and events occurring on base.
The following entries are from hundreds recorded in
the Peterson Police Blotter:
**Editor’s note: Although the Space Observer staff
may make light of some blotter entries, the intent is to
call attention to our security and law enforcement concerns. However, rest assured, our professional Security
Forces treat each incident seriously.
SNACKS SNATCHED - May 15
A civilian contractor reported to Security Forces
that one of her vending machines was possibly
missing merchandise. She stated that someone
wearing BDUs had told her the door on the
machine was open, and he had closed it. The
next morning, she noticed it was short on merchandise, but she didn’t notice any problem with
the lock. The machine should have contained
$231.65, but only contained $76.25. She then discovered the lock was broken, and could not
secure the machine. Security Forces verified
there were no signs of forced entry, and that the
locking mechanism on the machine was inoperative. All merchandise was removed from the
machine. The owner stated the lock would be
replaced by a company repairman.
UNSIGNED ON THE DOTTED LINE - May 15
East Gate Security Forces confiscated the government Identification Card of a civilian employee
when they found the ID did not have a valid
Issuing Officer’s signature. The employee was
directed to the Visitors Center to gain access to
the installation.
FOUND PROPERTY – ID CARD - May 15
A retired military member turned in an ID card
that had been found in the Base Library parking
lot. The ID card was secured in the Security
Forces’ Found Property Locker.
COWARD CREAMS CAR - May 15
Security Forces responded to a report of vehicle
vandalism in the parking lot of the Base

News
Exchange. A civilian employee returned to his
Jeep Wrangler after work, and discovered shaving cream on the driver seat, passenger seat, and
outside of the vehicle. A letter had been left on the
front windshield, possibly from the suspect. This
vehicle was also vandalized on May 9. The
Colorado Springs Police Department arrived and
verified the damage. Anyone with knowledge of
this repeat juvenile behavior is encouraged to
come forward to Security Forces.
UNSECURED FACILITY - May 15
During routine patrol, Security Forces found a
rear door at the Base Library left unsecured.
Security Forces and the facility custodian conducted an interior search of the facility, and found
everything in order.
IT’S A GAS - May 16
The Base Fire Department notified Security
Forces that they were responding to a gas leak in
base housing, and requested assistance with
crowd control and traffic control. Base civil engineers responded and repaired the leaky line.
BDU BURGLING - May 16
A military member reported to Security Forces
that a set of BDUs, valued at $57, was missing
from a paper shopping bag in the back seat of her
vehicle. While doing work around her house, she
had left the garage door to her residence open,
and someone may have taken them then.
CLODS’ CLOTHING CAPER - May 16
Security Forces responded to the Base
Exchange, where a store detective had detained
a military family member for shoplifting, and a
civilian companion for trespassing. The two
sticky-fingered shoppers attempted to steal a
shirt and a pair of pants valued at $118. The
CSPD responded and issued a summons for
shoplifting and a summons for trespassing to the
fashion-unconscious felons.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #1 - May 16
While being detained in conjunction with the
shoplifting/trespassing incident, a background
check on a third suspect, a female civilian, resulted in the female being detained by CSPD. She
began complaining of pains in her kidney related
to recent surgery. The Fire Department, and
American Medical Response services responded, and AMR personnel transported the individual
to Memorial Hospital for further treatment.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #2 - May 17
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and AMR
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responded to Hangar 123, where a military member had injured his right ankle. The individual exited a parked bus with a large briefcase and gas
mask carrier in his right hand, and fell to the
ground. AMR personnel transported the individual to Memorial Hospital for further treatment.
GONE GOLD - May 17
A military member reported to Security Forces
that a gold necklace, valued at $220, was
removed from his billeting room. The military
member, who is on base to attend a school, stated contractors were working in his room when he
returned for lunch, and they returned to his room
as he returned to class.
ANOTHER VANDALIZED VEHICLE - May 17
Security Forces responded to a report of vehicle
vandalism in the parking lot of Dormitory 590. A
military member reported his blue Mazda was
shot on the trunk with a paintball pellet. Security
Forces conducted a search of the area, and found
five other paintball pellets around the vehicle.
ASSAULT - May 17
Security Forces responded to Dormitory 590,
where a military member reported an assault. The
military member and a witness stated that another military member came into her room, and a
verbal altercation ensued. In the course of the
altercation, the intruder began to assault her.
Later in the evening, the victim confronted the
suspect at an off base nightclub, who then reportedly pushed her and laughed. Security Forces
located the suspect and transported him to the
Security Forces facility. He was advised of his
Article 31 rights under the Uniform Code of
Military Justice. He acknowledged his rights,
requested legal counsel, and declined to accomplish a written statement. The suspect was later
released to the custody of his First Sergeant.
NOT-SO-WIDE OPEN SPACES –
PARKING LOT ‘PING’ - May 18
A military member reported that he had been
involved in a minor accident at the Shoppette. He
was attempting to make a left hand turn into a
parking spot, when his red Jeep Cherokee
clipped the front left bumper of a black Nissan.
The Jeep suffered no damage, while the Maxima
sustained a large rub mark on the left front
bumper. Security Forces issued a citation to the
Jeep jockey for Inattentive Driving.

See Blotter, page 6
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MEDIAN MAYHEM - May 18
A military member reported that she had been
involved in a minor accident at the north parking
lot of the Hartinger Building. As she was driving a
government vehicle through an unfamiliar area,
she struck the median, causing a bend in the tire
rim on the front passenger’s side.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #3 - May 19
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and AMR
responded to Hangar 121, where a military member was having a seizure. AMR personnel transported the individual to Memorial Hospital for further treatment.
SUSPICIOUS PACKAGE - May 19
A military member notified Security Forces of an
unattended backpack near a dumpster at the
731st Airlift Squadron facility. Security Forces
actions requested an Explosive Ordnance
Disposal team from Fort Carson. After making
contact with the owner of the bag, the request
was terminated. The owner stated he was

News
dropped off by aircrew transportation and went
inside the facility, leaving the bag unattended next
to the dumpster.
EAGLE EYES – SUSPICIOUS INCIDENT
- May 19
Security Forces at the North Gate requested a
driver’s license check on a civilian contractor, who
was attempting to gain entry to the installation
using an international driver’s license. A check
revealed no record of his driver’s license, and officers were unable to verify his identity. CSPD
issued a summons for providing false information
to police officers. The license was seized by
CSPD and placed into evidence.
EAGLE EYES – SUSPICIOUS INDIVIDUAL
- May 21
Several military members reported to Security
Forces a white male wearing a gray sweater with
a black backpack near the East Gate, taking pictures of the FAA Tower. CSPD and the Air Force
Office of Special Investigations responded.
STOP BEFORE YOU GO - May 21
Security Forces at the West Gate reported that a
tan SUV had run the gate. Entry controllers immediately initiated stop, check and pass procedures.
The driver and his passenger, a retired military
member, returned to the gate because the driver
had noticed the gate guards waving their arms as

he drove away. Security Forces verified the individuals were authorized on base, and allowed
them to re-enter.
MORE GONE GOLD - May 21
A military member reported to Security Forces
that some jewelry, valued at $3,160, was stolen
from her house on base. She had removed her
jewelry to clean the house for an office party, and
placed it on top of the jewelry box on her dresser.
She later noticed the jewelry was missing. The
missing items include an engagement ring was a
half-inch white gold comfort band, with a princess
cut diamond; quarter-inch wide yellow gold wedding bands; and an Anne Klein two-tone gold and
silver watch with initials “AK” on the clasp.
ALARMING TRENDS CONTINUE:
In addition to these entries, there continue to be
too many illegitimate alarm activations on base.
Among those noted by Security Forces this week
were one involving yet another door that was held
open (when will they ever learn?), an incorrect
PIN number, two accidental alarm activations by
personnel, and five people not using proper procedures when entering or exiting facilities. One
malfunctioning motion alarm was reportedly
caused by Miller moths in the building.
** If you have any information on a crime, report
it to Security Forces at 556-4000.

WELCOME TO THE AIR FORCE
And that’s just the beginning. Once you enlist, you’ll also receive a good starting
salary with regular pay raises, tax-free housing and food allowances. Not to
mention opportunities for higher education and full retirement benefits after 20
years of service. Visit our Web site at AIRFORCE.COM or call 1-800-423-USAF.

CROSS INTO THE BLUE
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All it takes is a second of reflection
By Col. Sameul R. Dick
Air Force Space Command Safety Directorate

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. – As we
kick off the Air Force’s 101 Critical Days of Summer,
we can reflect on last year’s successes.
On May 1, 2002, after two fatalities in Air Force
Space Command on April 27 and 28, Gen. Lance
Lord, Commander, issued a directive for supervisors
to review their subordinate’s plans for significant time
off or leave. Since that directive, AFSPC has lost only
one member (a motorcycle accident), compared to 70
within the Air Force.
The direct involvement of supervisors at all levels, and an increased attention to how our people
spend their off-duty time have had remarkable effects.
In fact, the difference between AFSPC’s success and
the Air Force, in which off-duty fatalities escalated
from 1999 to 2002, can be characterized as statistically significant.
It’s stories like the ones that follow that helped
increase the chances of everyone in the command.
An airman who had just finished five days of 12hour shifts (and we all know a 12-hour shift starts an
hour or so before the shift and finishes and hour or so
after the shift) was about to go on leave. His supervisor talked with him briefly and asked, simply, “How
far is it, and how long will it take you to drive?” Of
course, the distance was great and the trip would take
another 10 hours, with rain and ice forecasted. Since
every minute of leave is precious, the airman had
intended to take off after work to be at the destination
in the morning. After a little mentoring and suggestions from the supervisor, our member chose to get a
good night’s sleep, start early tomorrow, and make it
by afternoon, well-rested, rather than dragging, halfasleep, through the night.
Another sergeant had been out partying with

friends and had two drinks. One of the partiers said to
their friend, “Hey, you shouldn’t be driving, why don’t
we get a ride?” The sergeant made a decision to let
someone else drive. Their first sergeant had told them
they could call anytime and get a lift, and the sergeant
still carried the phone number in his wallet. They even
used their seatbelts for the trip back to their lodgings.
An officer was out with friends on a warm summer weekend at a new swimming hole. He had just
been on a long deployment in a hot, dry place, and it
was great to be back home with friends, enjoying the
water and the company. This was the perfect spot —
a high rock overlooking the water you could jump
from and do all those acrobatics before you hit the surface. This officer thought it might be wise to check
out the water, at the beach level, before making the
dramatic plunge from the rocks above. Good thing,
because the water depth was only a murky three feet
under the rocks overhead. They did find a good 12foot hole with a slightly lower cliff, but a much better
landing space.
So who were these three individuals? They are
just three of more than 19,000 uniformed members of
our command who made decisions with a small
amount of foresight and a large amount of caring for
each other, for their subordinates, and for their own
lives. Each chose to avoid the hazards of the situation,
and survive to enjoy their families and friends. We
could call it good fortune, but those decisions didn’t
depend upon a “roll of the dice.” Each one was purposeful, even if the decision moment was brief.
That’s why we’ve had such a remarkable year.
Our people have consistently made good decisions in
a process that promotes leaders at all levels to have a
positive impact on the lives of our people. Let’s hope
this practice continues during the 101 Critical Days of
Summer.
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NORAD’s 45th birthday
North American Aerospace Defense
Command marked its 45th anniversary
recently with a ball at the Officers’ Club,
which included a cake-cutting ceremony.
Cutting the cake from left are Gen. Ralph E.
“Ed” Eberhart, Commander in Chief,
NORAD, and Commander, U.S. Northern
Command; Chief Master Sgt. Kevin Estrem,
Command Chief Master Sergeant for
NORAD and NORTHCOM; Staff Sgt. Noelle
Amthor, the most junior U.S. military member who attended the ball; Sgt. Michael
Oehlrich, the most junior Canadian military
member at the ball; Beverly Crockett, who
has worked at NORAD since the command
was created; LGen Kenneth Pennie, NORAD
Deputy Commander; and Chief Warrant
Officer Skip Sacco, of the Canadian
Contingent Unit.
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News
Dependent parents, parents-in-law
do not qualify for TriCare coverage
By Capt. Brenda Morgan
Health Care Integrator

Recently, there has been an
increase in the number of active
duty members booking appointments for their dependent parents
and dependent parents-in-law.
Unfortunately, dependent parents are not eligible for TriCare at
all — not even TriCare Standard.
This is not a new policy.
TriCare/CHAMPUS
Policy
6010.47-M (dated Sept. 14, 1988)
states that dependent parents and
parents-in-law are excluded from
coverage. In addition, the
Department of Defense TriCare
Handbook (September 2002), page
6, states, “some people are not eligible for Tricare Standard, such as
... dependent parents and parentsin-law.”
Currently, the Peterson

Clinic, like most other Military
Treatment Facilities, assigns a
Primary Care Manager to all members enrolled to the Peterson Clinic
through TriCare Prime. This
includes active duty members and
their dependent spouses and children, as well as all retirees age 65
and under who have opted for or
joined TriCare Prime. The beneficiary then has access to their
Primary Care Manager by making
appointment through TriCare
(Routine/Well appointments —
264-5000, option 2) and the
CARE-Line (Acute/same-day —
556-CARE).
Dependent parents and parents-in-law do have access to
Pharmacy, lab, and radiology services that their off-base providers
request through a hand-written prescription.
Active duty members who

choose to take their parents as
dependents must be fully aware of
the limitations of access to a military provider. Many members
believe that just because their parent holds a dependent military ID,
they get the same TriCare benefits
as all other active duty dependents.
While we try to work with
families to assist them in finding
providers off base, the active duty
member will be responsible for
either purchasing health insurance
or making arrangements to pay
cash for a provider’s care. There are
agencies in the community that
can, at times, see patients who
qualify financially for assistance.
For more information on
TriCare health benefits, visit the
TriCare Service center in the clinic,
or call our Beneficiary Counseling
and Assistance Coordinator, Ric
Carlson, at 556-1016.

Commissary coupon
use rules change
By Rick Brink
Defense Commissary Agency

FORT LEE, Va. – Commissaries will start
enforcing new policy revisions Sunday that limit
coupon use to only one per item, unless otherwise
specified on a coupon.
“We still gladly welcome the use of coupons,”
said Bob Vitikacs, the Defense Commissary Agency’s
executive director for operations and product support.
“We’re only limiting the number of coupons a customer can use per item to what is specifically stated on
the coupons. If the coupons state more than one per
item can be used, we’ll accept them.”
The revised DeCA policy more accurately
reflects manufacturers’ intent for coupon use, Vitikacs
said. DeCA policy had allowed commissaries to
accept multiple coupons unless specifically stated as
“only one per item.”
Under the new policy, customers can still take
advantage of multiple couponing, but only through
sales specifically allowing the practice. Customers can
watch for advertising and in-store flyers to learn about
these sales, and manufacturers will continue to provide coupons in the stores.
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SERVICE
Not going anywhere? Services can take you

‘Around the World in Ninety Days’
By Tech. Sgt. Michael Phillips

Saturday

the ATWIND Web site,” she added.
Throughout the summer, players
will earn travel miles each time they participate in an ATWIND-sanctioned
event. ATWIND events include recreational activities, sports and fitness
events, youth programs, educational
opportunities, chapel programs and
family support programs.
By participating in events, players
acquire game pieces, representing air
miles. Collecting miles moves the player along to a series of five destinations:
Scott Air Force Base, Ill.; Vandenberg
AFB, Calif.; Hickam AFB, Hawaii;
Kadena AB, Japan; and Rhein-Main AB,
Germany.
As players reach each destination,
they’re entered into the grand prize
drawing for that destination. The farther
a contestant travels, the greater the value
of the grand prizes.
This year’s grand prizes include
five vacation packages to Vail, Colo.,
and cash prizes up to $5,000. More than
11,000 prizes are available.

“One thousand dollars will be
awarded at each AFSPC base per month,
for the three months ATWIND takes
place, which is pretty big,” said Bonnie
Runge, AFSPC marketing and commercial sponsorship chief.
Another feature of the game is the
“base race.” All AFSPC bases compete
to see who can increase their ATWIND
participation the most from last year.
The top three winners will receive
$25,000, $10,000, and $5,000 respectively to spend on quality-of-life projects.
“Since AFSPC joined the
ATWIND program three years ago,
we’ve seen participation in services programs increase nearly 75 percent during
these 90 days,” said Ronald Turmelle,
AFSPC deputy director of services.
In 2002, nearly 130,000 AFSPC
members played, an increase of more
than 700 percent from ATWIND’s inaugural year.
(AFSPC Public Affairs contributed
to this story)

ARAGON DINING FACILITY MENU
Today

Friday

Sunday

Saturday

Lunch:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Brunch:

Brunch:

Herbed Baked
Chicken
Southern Catfish
Stuffed Cabbage
Rolls
Mixed Vegetables
Peas
Mashed Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes

Mexican Baked
Chicken
Stuffed Green Peppers
Swiss Steak with
Tomato Sauce
Peas and Carrots
Spanish-Style Beans
Steamed Rice
Macaroni and Cheese

Sweet Italian Sausage
Lasagna
Spaghetti with Meat
Sauce
Broccoli Polonaise
Cauliflower
Mashed Potatoes
Italian-Style Baked
Beans

Cajun Meatloaf
Crispy Baked Chicken
Ribeye Steak
Broccoli
French-Style Peas
Glazed Carrots
Mashed Potatoes
Baked Potatoes

Parmesan Chicken Breast
Sauerbraten
Tuna and Noodles
Cauliflower Combo
Fried Cabbage
Peas
Steamed Rice
Au Gratin Potatoes

Dinner:
Cornish Hens
Jaegerschnitzel with
Mushroom Sauce
Roast Loin of Pork
Carrots
Corn Combo
Potato Halves
Orange Rice

Friday
 Deployed Spouses’ Social, 10
a.m., in the atrium of the Mission
Support Facility.
 Fitness month closing ceremony, noon in Gym No. 2. Door
prizes will be awarded.

21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Beginning Sunday, the Air Force
Space Command community can take a
virtual trip around the world, as
ATWIND, or “Around the World in
Ninety Days” kicks off its third season.
The game, designed to encourage
the military community to participate in
existing Services programs, events and
activities, runs from June 1 to Aug. 31.
All military ID cardholders are eligible
to participate.
The “mission” is to travel from one
landmark destination to another, with
the chance to win cash and prizes along
the way.
“ATWIND starter kits are available
at all Services activities on Peterson Air
Force Base,” said Margie Arnold, 21st
Services
Squadron
Marketing
writer/editor.
Those who have played ATWIND
in the past don’t really need a starter kit,
Arnold said, but beginning Sunday, they
can begin their ATWIND flight by registering the free introductory game piece
# 9999-2003-999, on the ATWIND Web
site, www.atwind.com, or by calling
ATWIND’s toll-free number, 1-888597-9960.
“People can also access the site by
clicking on the ATWIND logo on the
PeteCentral home page,” Arnold said.
Once registered, participants can
log their travel miles on the Web site, or
by using the toll-free number.
“Peterson’s Library also has two computers that players can use to log onto

This Week

Monday

 Synchronized swimming, 8-10
a.m., every Saturday, at the
Aquatics Center.
 Whitewater rafting on the
Arkansas River, every weekend,
with Outdoor Recreation.
 Thunder Alley, beginning at
8:30 p.m., every Saturday, at the
Bowling Center.

Sunday
 The Bowling Center is closed
Sundays and Mondays through
the summer.

Monday
 Family members of deployed
personnel have free use of the
golf simulator at the Silver
Spruce Golf Course MondayFriday.

Tuesday
 Sponsorship Training, 7:308:30 a.m. in Building 350, Room
1016. The training highlights
sponsor responsibilities and is
required for all sponsors of military and civilian employees.

Wednesday
 America's Kids Run, 9 a.m. at
the Fitness Center's outdoor
track. This is an Air Force event,
for children 5-13 years old. For
information, call the Youth
Center at 556-7220, or visit the
Web site: www.americaskidsrun.org.
 Story Time, 10:15 a.m., at the
Base Library.
 Country-style buffet featuring
roast pork, and chicken and
dumplings, 5-7 p.m., at the
Enlisted Club.

Helpful Numbers
Tuesday

Wednesday

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Baked Chicken
Simmered
Knockwurst
Swiss Steak with
Tomato Sauce
Broccoli
Polonaise
Carrots
Sauerkraut
Mashed Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Roast Turkey
Baked Canned
Ham
Fish and Fries
Succotash
Herbed Green
Beans
Tempura
Vegetables
Cornbread
Dressing
Mashed Potatoes

Salisbury Steak
Onion Lemon
Fish
Yakisoba
Spinach
Stewed Tomatoes
Simmered Pinto
Beans
Mashed Potatoes

Barbequed Beef
Cubes
Paprika Beef
Pork Chop Suey
Cauliflower
Corn on the Cob
Lima Beans
O'Brien Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Caribbean Jerk
Chicken
Beef Porcupines
Chicken
Enchiladas
Mexican Corn
Peas with Onions
Scalloped
Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Country-Style
Steak
Pita Pizza
Fried Chicken
Cabbage
Fried Cauliflower
Mashed Potatoes
Oven-Browned
Potatoes

 Family Advocacy 556-8943
 Education Center 556-4064
 Library 556-7462
 Community Center 556-7671
 Aquatics Center 556-4608
 Fitness Center 556-4462
 Officers' Club 556-4181
 Enlisted Club 556-4194
 Youth Center 556-7220
 Family Support 556-6141
 Red Cross 556-9201
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Saying ‘thanks’
Country superstar salutes military
By Staff Sgt. Shane Sharp
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

One of country music’s biggest
stars came to Colorado Springs to thank
the troops with a free concert May 21.
McGraw and the Dance Hall
Doctors played to more than 20,000 area
military members at Pershing Field on
Fort Carson.
“The band and crew were completely enthused at the chance to come here,”
said McGraw. “We had a week off and
figured there’s no better thing we could
do than stop off and thank the troops. It’s
a privilege and honor to be here.”
Country music has traditionally
been a large supporter of the military and
McGraw is no exception.
“There’s nothing more American
than camouflage and country music,”
said McGraw grinning. “Whether you
believe in a mission or not, when these
guys go over there and put their lives on
the line, you’ve got to be behind them
100 percent.”
That kind of support goes a long
way.
“It’s nice to know there are people
out there who appreciate us protecting
them,” said Airman 1st Class Corrine
Buth, 810th Medical Dental Operations
Squadron at the Peterson Clinic.
The same sentiment echoed
throughout the crowd.
“Things like this mean a lot to the
troops,” said Senior Master Sgt. Chris
Macmullin,
Cheyenne
Mountain
Operations Center.
Airman Crystal Chenard, Staff Sgt.
Christy Gravitt, and Staff Sgt. Leahanna
Neas, all from the 21st Space Wing
Operations Center, begged their way up

Photos by Budd Butcher

Above: At the end of the first
tune, “Comfort Me,”Tim McGraw
offers a salute to the crowd to
show his appreciation for their
service.
Right: Many signs could be
seen at the concert showing the
military’s
appreciation
for
McGraw and the Dance Hall
Doctors taking the time to say
thanks.

to the front of the crowd before the show
began.
“We had to convince some nice
Army guys to let us stand in front of
them,” said Gravitt. “We’re so excited to
be here.”
“It’s great to know that someone
actually appreciates what we’re doing,
especially when a lot of people are
against us,” said Chenard.
“It really shows support when people like Tim McGraw take time to say
thanks,” added Neas.
While the concert was appreciated
by all, many had feelings that run a little
deeper.
“This really means a lot,” said
Robin Brooks, whose husband is in Iraq
with the 3rd Brigade Combat Team. “My
husband would feel so appreciated to
know of the support shown here at home.
When he left, he wasn’t feeling so appreciated with all of the protests against
operations in Iraq. It would make him
feel good to know about the show of support this concert gives.”
Brooks, who was gathered with
other women whose husbands are in the
same unit, traveled 2 hours to attend the
concert.
“I was visiting with my parents and
wanted to come back for the concert to
take my mind off the deployment and
enjoy a fun night with the strength and
support of other spouses,” said Brooks.
That’s what the concert was all
about.
“We wanted to give families a
break, just a relief for a couple hours not
to have to think about all the stuff that’s
going on in the world, and not to have to
think about somebody being gone,” said
McGraw.

Tim McGraw shakes the outstretched hands of military members. McGraw performed to more than 20,000 airmen, soldiers, sailors, Marines, and family members of deployed personnel during a tribute concert May 21.

With signs like “My daddy thanks
you” and “My daddy’s got your back”
waving in the crowd, McGraw kicked off
the tribute concert with “Comfort Me,” a
song off his latest CD. When the song
ended, he saluted the crowd to thank
them for their service and sacrifices.
“We appreciate what you do and
what your families go through,” said
McGraw. “There’s nowhere else we’d
rather be tonight.”

Above: Crowds of military members and families of military wait in
line
to
get
onto
Pershing Field for the
concert.
Left: Left to right,
Airman
Crystal
Chenard, Staff Sgt.
Christy Gravitt, and
Staff Sgt. Leahanna
Neas, all from the 21st
Space Wing Operations
Center, cheer in front of
news cameras covering the concert.
Right: McGraw sings
one of several songs
that he performed that
night honoring the military and their families.
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Commentary

Clear’s community cares
By Chaplain (Capt.) Ken Thornton
13th Space Warning Squadron

Nestled in the Alaskan wilderness, roughly 80
miles north of Denali National Park and 80 miles west
of Eielsen Air Force Base, Alaska, people assigned to
Clear Air Force Station have found a way to tame the
effects of the seasonally extreme arctic climate. They
serve.
The men and women assigned to the 13th Space
Warning Squadron proudly represent themselves and
the 21st Operations Group through many community
services they’ve undertaken.
Perhaps the most touching Team Clear story is
about a 7-year-old boy from the neighboring town of
Anderson. Erik had an inoperable brain tumor.
Erik’s initial contact with Team Clear’s caring
came through Master Sgt. Bob Valdez in December
2002.
Valdez, the 13th SWS’s Superintendent of
Financial Management, took Erik and his family to
Eielsen Air Force Base to participate in the “Pilot for
the Day” program. Erik toured the fighter squadrons,
Fire Department, Security Forces, dining hall, and
other units on base.
Later, Erik toured Clear AFS, where the base
Honor Guard rolled out the red carpet, and the 7-yearold touched the lives of many Team Clear members.
Following his visit, Clear’s Air Force members made
regular visits to Erik’s home and finally to the
Fairbanks, Alaska, hospital where he passed away
April 10.
His passing did not end Team Clear’s caring or
involvement in Erik’s life.
Jennifer Skinner, a teacher at the Anderson
School and wife of Master Sgt. Pat Skinner, organized

Erik’s memorial service. His family invited Lt. Col.
Tom Lollis, Clear AFS Commander, to share some
personal thoughts. As I delivered the funeral message,
Team Clear was on hand to honor Erik and his family
as they mourned their tremendous loss.
Clear’s Honor Guard presented Erik’s family
with the U.S. flag in recognition of his being named an
honorary member of the Marine Corps by Marine
Corps Commandant Gen. James Jones. Erik had wanted to be a Marine when he died because, as his father
said, “When Marines die, they die in service of their
country.”
The service Team Clear shared with Erik and his
family is one of the many services they’ve offered the
local community.
During the 2003 Alaskan Iditarod, Team Clear
members helped dogsled teams get their supplies to
the checkpoints along the Nenana River on the way to
Fairbanks. They also assisted with spectator parking,
served at dogsled team checkpoints, and ran radio
communications for the event.
Team Clear’s first-rate medical clinic bears a
heavy load for the Anderson community too.
In addition to providing medical care for base
personnel, the base clinic also provides urgent care for
surrounding community members who would otherwise have to travel a great distance to the nearest
urgent care center or emergency room.
The clinic’s long-standing mutual-aid agreement
with Anderson Volunteer Emergency Medical Services
has resulted in numerous around-the-clock responses
by the base ambulance and fire department to a broad
range of emergencies over the past six months. Base
emergency responders have handled cardiac and respiratory emergencies, motor vehicle accidents, and hunting accidents.

The clinic’s community service doesn’t stop at
reactive measures either.
Clear clinic team members have worked to
improve emergency medical care for local communities by educating, training, and certifying local people
as Alaska State Emergency Medical Technicians.
Recently, clinic staff finished an Emergency Medical
Technician III course certifying local community
members as advanced emergency medical providers.
The 13th SWS Fire Department continued its
commitment to serving and saving.
They responded to 21 mutual-aid vehicle accidents, fire, and medical emergencies in the past year,
saving lives and property in surrounding communities.
Clear firefighters and 20 base volunteers battled a
120-acre wildfire in Anderson. When a local structure
caught fire, the base Fire Department responded with
a crew and truck to extinguish the blaze.
Team Clear also came through for the annual
Fairbanks Big Brothers/Big Sisters Bowl-for-KidsSake Fund-Raiser.
They generated more than $3,300 in pledges—
the largest sum of money raised by Team Clear since
it’s inception in 1999. The Fairbanks event organizers
were quite thankful when Team Clear showed up with
so many people and pledges.
The Clear team was one of the largest represented at the event—a truly amazing feat considering the
total population of Clear AFS is only about 350 people.
Habitat for Humanity is another beneficiary of
Team Clear’s generosity. Many Clear personnel have
strapped on tool belts and picked up hammers to build
homes for low-income families in Fairbanks.
Team Clear may be remote, but they’re anything
but removed.

Around the Air Force
DOD announces details of tanker lease program

www.peterson.af.mil

WASHINGTON — The approval of
the Air Force KC-767 tanker lease initiative
was announced May 23 by Edward C.
“Pete” Aldridge, under secretary of
Defense for Acquisition, Technology and
Logistics.
The agreement provides for leasing
100 KC-767 aircraft from the Boeing Co.
for six years starting in 2006, at a cost of
$138 million per aircraft. The initiative also
includes a provision to purchase the aircraft
for about $4 billion at the end of the lease
in 2017.
All things considered, Aldridge said,
the Air Force’s initiative seemed like the
best deal for America.
“We all recognized that one day we
were going to have to recapitalize the tanker
fleet,” he said. “We cannot continue to fly
KC-135s forever, and the longer you wait to
recapitalize, the more you run the risk of a
fleet of those aircraft being grounded for
some reason. So we have to get started, and
here is an opportunity to start with a minimal amount of up-front Department of
Defense dollars, and we can get our aircraft
delivered much faster.”

Gen. John W. Handy, U.S.
Transportation Command commander and
Air Mobility Command commander,
echoed those sentiments.
“This decision is a welcome first step
toward recapitalization of our vital tanker
fleet,” Handy said. “Aerial refueling is key
to ensuring America’s global vigilance,
reach and power, and the timely addition of
these 767s will enable us to maintain and
improve that capability. It’s a great investment for the Nation, one that will pay dividends for years to come.”
The strategy allows the Air Force to
begin replacing the KC-135E tanker fleet
three years earlier than planned. With an
average age of over 43 years, E-model KC135s make up the oldest weapons system in
the Air Force inventory.
The KC-767 will be the world’s
newest and most advanced tanker. It can
offload 20 percent more fuel than the KC135E and unlike the E-model, can itself be
refueled in flight. It will also have the capability to refuel Air Force, Navy, Marine and
allied aircraft on every mission. (Courtesy
of Air Force Print News)
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Robert Zoellner

Full power
An F100-PW-100 engine runs at full afterburner in the 33rd
Maintenance Squadron’s test cell at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. The
engine, for an F-15 Eagle, passed all tests and became a milestone for the propulsion flight as the 40th spare war-ready
engine. Of the 167 total engines the 33rd Fighter Wing has, 59 are
earmarked as spares.
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News
Peterson welcomes new Boy Scout troop
By 2nd Lt. Suzy Kohout
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Peterson Air Force Base has a new Boy Scout
Troop. Troop 199 officially stood up May 17 at a ceremony during a Cub Scout Pack 99 graduation ceremony.
“We founded the new troop in order to provide a
local troop on Peterson that serves the needs of military families,” said Alex Welton, Troop 199
Scoutmaster. “The new troop also allows volunteer
opportunities to airmen right here on base.”
The new Boy Scout troop was made possible by
the sponsorship of the Colorado Springs area Chiefs,
approval from the local Boy Scouts of America
Council, and having at least three adult members who
serve in key troop leadership positions. Currently,
Troop 199 has two airmen first class who serve as
assistant scoutmasters.
“Volunteering is 99.99999 percent of scouting,”
said Airman 1st Class Jonathan Trachy, Troop 199
Assistant Scoutmaster. “This is the foundation of
scouting. If it weren’t for the volunteering of adults
there would be no scouting anywhere.”
Peterson still has its Cub Scout Pack 99 on base.
Pack 99 serves more than 40 members ages 7 to 11.
The start of a new troop allows boys to transition
from Cub Scouts to the Boy Scouts without having to
search for another troop in the Colorado Springs area.
Any new Boy Scout troop must have at least five
members in order to stand up. Currently, Troop 199
has nine members.

To become a member of the Boy Scouts, one
must complete the fifth grade, be 11 years old, or have
earned the Arrow of Light Award. The award is the
final and highest award for Cub Scouts and transitions
them from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts.
“Being a Boy Scout is one of the most rewarding
things that a young person can do,” said Trachy.
“Scouting not only provides a young man with a sense
of belonging, but (with) tools that he can use in his
adult life.”
“Boy Scouting refers more to ‘boy leading’
meaning the boys plan, organize, and conduct troop
meetings, community service projects, fundraisers,
and outdoor activities,” said Alex Welton. “Older boys
teach the younger boys scouting skills including knot
tying, camping, and orienteering. Adult leaders serve
as mentors, skill providers, and are responsible for
ensuring activities are done safely. Cub Scouts on the
other hand, are led by adults who plan, organize, and
conduct den and pack activities.”
“As senior patrol leader I have many responsibilities,” said Joshua Welton, 14, Boy Scout Troop 199
Senior Patrol Leader. “I am prepared to fulfill these. I
like the fact that I get to be in on the important decision making processes of a brand new troop.”
“I think (the new Boy Scout troop) is going to be
great,” said Elijah Welton, 12, Boy Scout Troop 199
Patrol Leader. “I’m understanding how a Boy Scout
troop is supposed to be run.”
Troop 199’s future meetings will be held at a
leader’s home on base until a facility is secured on
base (which will be announced in the Space Observer)

Courtesy photo

Dan Saucer (front left), merit badge counselor,
presents Elijah Welton (jester costume), First
Class Scout and Patrol Leader, and Joshua Welton
(knight costume), Star Scout and Senior Patrol
Leader, with their Camping Merit Badges during
the Troop 199 stand-up ceremony May 17. The
boys were in costume playing leading parts in the
Cub Scout Pack 99 Graduation Ceremony. The
theme was "Knights of the Round Table.”

to permanently hold meetings. The troop plans on
holding meetings once or twice a month through the
summer until September when they will begin holding
weekly troop meetings.
For more information about Cub Scouting visit
www.pack99.us, and for Boy Scouting call Alex
Welton at 550-4120 or 574-8970.

Sports

www.peterson.af.mil

By Staff Sgt. Josh Clendenen
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

The name Down Range takes
on an entirely new meaning this
month. That’s because it’s really
coming from down range.
I deployed two months ago
and since then, the world has turned
upside down and then righted itself.
When I left, I had a few things in
mind. First, come home safe, and
second, come home in shape.
Well, since there aren’t a
whole lot of recreational things to
do at forward locations, working
out is one of the few choices we
have. I can say this – the Air Force
really puts a lot of thought and
money into their fitness facilities.
Ours is, from what everyone has
told me, the nicest in the Area of
Responsibility. And I believe it.
We can work out in a nice air
conditioned tent or outside in the
sun, depending on how we feel. The
cardio room rivals some in the
states. Multiple elliptical machines
and treadmills help keep our cardiovascular health up to par.
For those who don’t care to
run indoors, Services has marked
off a 3-K route around the camp.

For me, the only time I run outside
is when I’m being chased by a
camel spider. If you’ve never seen
one, you’d run from them too.
They’re huge, and they can jump.
Speaking of jumping, we also have
a basketball and sand volleyball
court for those who want to play.
I guess the bottom line is,
when you deploy, you really have
nothing better to do in your free
time than work out. It’s really the
only way the 2,000-calorie meals
won’t make you fat.
For those who really don’t
want to work out because you’re too
lazy, you have better things to do, or
you just can’t get away from work, I
have a few things to tell you. If
you’re the lazy ones, working out
will give you more energy and
you’ll feel better. If you have better
things to do, readjust your schedule.
Your health should be a top priority
in your life. If you just can’t seem to
pull yourself away from work, have
your supervisor set up a mandatory
workout time for you. I’m sure
they‘ll help you out.
However, if you deploy and
don’t want to work out, but still
want to lose weight, don’t worry.
Between the camel spiders chasing
you and the 130 degree heat, you’ll
lose those unwanted pounds.
All of you back home are
lucky. I’ve said it before and I’ll
continue to say it, Colorado Springs
is one of the greatest outdoor recreation places in the world – get outside and do something.
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Swing away

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Gino Mattorano

Mark Conrad, Air Force Space Command Inspector General, is set to take one
for a ride during Friday Fun League softball action. AFSPC/IG squared off
against Army Space Command in the once-weekly league. While ARSPACE
had to forfeit, due to not having enough players, the two teams scrimmaged
anyway.

