“Best in Air Force Space Command – 2002”
Thursday, June 26, 2003

Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado

Vol. 47 No. 25

Photo by Staff Sgt. Lawrence Holmes

Photo by Senior Master Sgt. Jim Riley

Inside This Issue:

Blotter ... 9

At Your Service ... 12 Straight Talk Line 556-9154

2

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, June 26, 2003

From the top

Operations Group gains new commander
By Staff Sgt. Melanie Epperson
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The former United States Strategic
Command representative to United States
Pacific Command at Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii,
assumed command of the 21st Operations Group
in a change-of-command ceremony Monday at
Hangar 119.
Col. Teresa Djuric received the 21st OG
guidon from Col. Michael Rampino, who is
moving on to the Pentagon where he will serve
as Division Chief of the Space Superiority
Division.
In addition to STRATCOM representative
to PACOM, Djuric previously served as the U.S.
Space Command representative to PACOM in
Hawaii. She also commanded the 614th Space

Operations Squadron at Vandenberg Air Force
Base, Calif.
Djuric earned her bachelor’s degree in
computer science and information at Mary
Washington College in Fredericksburg, Va., in
1983, followed by a master’s degree in curriculum and instruction at the University of
Colorado in Colorado Springs in 1994. She later
earned a second master’s degree in strategic
studies at the U.S. Army War College in Carlisle
Barracks, Pa., in 2001. Djuric also graduated
from Squadron Officer School, Air War College,
and Army War College.
During her 20 years of service, Djuric has
earned the Air Force Meritorious Service Medal
with three oak leaf clusters, the Joint Service
Commendation Medal, and the Air Force
Commendation Medal.
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Col. Michael Rampino, former 21st Operations Group
Commander, and Col. Teresa Djuric, newly appointed 21st OG
Commander, salute Old Glory during the playing of the
national anthem Tuesday at the 21st OG change-of-command
ceremony.

821st Air Base Group changes commanders
By 1st Lt. Jeremy Eggers
821st Air Base Group Public Affairs

Photo by 1st Lt. Jeremy Eggers

Brig. Gen. Duane Deal, 21st Space
Wing Commander, and Col. Thomas
Walker, incoming 821st Air Base
Group Commander, stand at attention
during the posting of the colors at a
change-of-command ceremony June
20 at Thule Air Base, Greenland. Brig
Gen. Deal presided over the ceremony.

THULE AIR BASE, Greenland —
Col. Lou Christensen relinquished command of the 821st Air Base Group to
Col. Tom Walker during a change of
command ceremony June 19 at Thule
Air Base; Brig. Gen. Duane Deal, 21st
Space Wing Commander, presided over
the ceremony.
Christensen moves to Headquarters, Air Force Space Command at
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.
Walker spelled out his philosophy
for the year-old air base group with a
statement bringing everybody back to
their “ABC’s — Anticipate, Be prepared, and Communicate.”

“We must anticipate the future and
try not to miss the boat,” he said. “We
must be prepared for future opportunities and for any emergencies that may
arise. We have to communicate — up,
down, and sideways. In my experience,
most any problem could have been
avoided with better communication.”
“By putting ‘mission first and
people always’ as well as practicing our
ABC’s, I’m confident Team Thule will
continue to excel,” Walker said.
The 821st Air Base Group operates and maintains Thule Air Base in
support of missile warning and space
surveillance operations missions. It provides security, communications, civil
engineering, personnel, services, logistics, and medical support in a combined

U.S.,
Canadian,
Danish,
and
Greenlandic environment.
Walker entered the Air Force in
1983 as a graduate of Texas A&M
University ROTC program. He has
served in various assignments starting
as a manpower analyst at WrightPatterson AFB, Ohio. He served as the
2nd Space Launch Squadron’s operations officer and then as commander of
the 30th Operations Support Squadron,
Vandenberg AFB, Calif. Afterward, he
became a professor in the Department
of Future Conflicts at Maxwell AFB,
Ala. Following an assignment as executive officer to the Vice Commander, Air
Force Space Command, he was selected
as director, Air Force Space Command
Commander’s Action Group.

Action Line
Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is your direct link to the 21st
Space Wing Commander – use it wisely! Try to resolve
problems at the lowest level possible — with the person or activity, and then follow the chain of command.
Though it’s not required, we ask that you leave
your name and phone number so we can get back to
you for clarifications, or if your response isn’t printed.
If you can’t get satisfactory results, call 556-7777. Or
you can fax your question to 556-7848.

Customer service concerns
QUESTION: I called finance and was put on

hold for 30 minutes. I retried several numbers, and
was routed back to the same one. Can something
be done to improve the service? Thanks.
ANSWER: Thank you for your observation on
our customer service phone system. We understand
your frustration regarding our current phone system,
and have taken action to develop a more robust and
responsive system to handle the large volume of customer inquiries we receive on a daily basis. Due to
manning challenges and deployments, we’ve tried several options to continue to provide the best customer
service possible, including working with the 21st
Space Communications Squadron to purchase phone

software to route our phone calls most efficiently and
make sure we answer all calls promptly. The biggest
challenge arises when all technicians are handling
detailed questions and customers are forced to wait on
hold for the next available technician. We’re striving
to keep our doors open and technicians available to
help you in person and via phone. We’re also promoting several other options to “help you help yourself,”
such as MyPay, our e-mail question center at
21cpts.fmfc@peterson.af.mil, and our helpful Web site
links. If you’d like a briefing on any of these options,
either in your unit or at a Commander’s Call, call Capt.
Christine Millard at 556-7576.

A Moment
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Published by Gowdy Printcraft, 22 N. Sierra Madre, Colorado Springs, 80903, a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 21st Space Wing. This commercial enterprise
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Contents of the Space Observer are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government,
the Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by DOD, the Department of the Air Force, or Gowdy Printcraft, of the products or services advertised. Everything
advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of
the purchaser, user or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 21st Space Wing Public Affairs Office, 775 Loring
Ave., Suite 218, Peterson AFB, Colo., 80914-1294. All photographs are Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.
The Space Observer is published every Thursday. For advertising inquiries, call Gowdy Printcraft, (719) 6341593. Employees of Peterson Air Force Base who want to place a free classified advertisement should call 556-5241.
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 June 26, 1948 - The Berlin Airlift
(Operation Vittles) begins as a response
to a ground blockade imposed by the
Soviet Union on Berlin.
 June 28, 1976 - The U.S. Air
Force Academy becomes the first of
the big three service academies to
admit women cadets when it admits
Joan Olsen.
 June 29, 1949 - The U.S. Air
Force becomes the first service to
announce an end to racial segregation
in its ranks.
 July 1, 1961 - The North
American Air Defense Command
begins operation of a space detection
and tracking system designed to provide electronic cataloging of manmade space objects.
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Stripes anyone? 90 new masters, 75 new techs
By Master Sgt. Ty Foster
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

It’s official! Today, 90
technical sergeants and 75 staff
sergeants here heard the words
every enlisted person longs to
hear when promotions are
announced, “Congratulations!
You made it!”
Team Pete’s total number
selected includes inbound personnel who tested at their former assignment.
Eighty of the 232 people
who tested for master sergeant
here made the grade. All told,
34.48 percent of those eligible
were selected, blasting the Air
Force’s selection rate of 25.56
percent and Air Force Space
Command’s 22.36 percent.
Sixty-five of the 368 people who tested for technical sergeant here will pin on their new
stripes, a selection rate of 17.6
percent. Within the Air Force,
21.89 percent were selected.
The command average was
comparable at a 21.7 percent
selection rate.
Air Force Personnel
Center officials attribute the
lower promotion rates to a
higher rate of retention. This
left fewer vacancies to fill at
each rank.
The master sergeant
selection rate dropped 7.67 percent from last year, while this
year’s technical sergeant rate
fell 11.62 percent from last
year.
“Overall, we are seeing
tech and master sergeant promotion rates drop down to
about where we suggested as
we reach the goal of increasing

the ‘top five’ enlisted grades
from 48 to 56 percent (of the
enlisted force),” said Chief
Master Sgt. Mark Billingsley,
AFPC Enlisted Promotions
Branch Chief. “It’s important
to keep this in perspective these are the fifth-highest rates
of the last 20 years. That’s pretty remarkable and should
encourage people that the next
stripe is still well within reach.”
The final tally will
increase as tests are received
and scored for deployed airmen, said officials. They have
30 to 60 days after they return
to test.
“People who have been
deployed will be allowed to test
when they return, and we’ll
automatically consider them for
promotion. We do this on a
monthly basis until everyone is
considered,” said Chief Master
Sgt. Mark Billingsley, AFPC
Enlisted Promotions Branch
Chief.
The complete list of
selectees will be posted to
AFPC’s
Web
page,
http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mi
l/eprom/, by 6 p.m. CDT on
June 27.
Those who tested will
receive their score notices in
early July. Electronic score
notices will be available June
27 on AFPC’s virtual military
personnel
flight
at
http://www.afpc.randolph.af.
mil/.
The average master sergeant selectee score was 340.99
points, based on the following:
134.26 for enlisted performance reports.
75.06 for promotion fit-

Team Pete's Top Three councils
welcome new master sergeants
The Pikes Peak Top Three and Air Force Space
Command's Space Top Three Association congratulate Team
Pete's new master sergeant selects.
Each top three association welcomes and encourages
all master sergeant selects through chief master sergeants to
be involved members in the top three. These organizations
provide a setting where senior NCOs from throughout the
Pikes Peak area can meet, network, support enlisted programs, and further the pride and prestige of the enlisted
corps.
The Pikes Peak Top Three meets today at 3 p.m. in the
Buffalo Grill Room at the Enlisted Club here.
The PPT3 is a voluntary private organization comprised of senior NCOs who are assigned to the Peterson Air
Force Base complex. This includes Peterson AFB, Schriever
AFB, Cheyenne Mountain AFS, and the U.S. Air Force
Academy.
The Space Top Three's next meeting is at 7:30 a.m. July
17 in the Aragon Dining Facility. The Space Top Three is
comprised of senior NCOs who are assigned to AFSPC
headquarters.
For more information about becoming a member of the
PPT3, call Senior Master Sgt. Chuck Turner at 556-6253.
For more information about becoming a member of the
PPT3, call Master Sgt. Karen Eubanks at 554-4048.

ness exam.
66.05 for specialty knowledge test.
27.21 for time in grade.
35.94 for time in service.
11.88 for decorations.
The average master sergeant selectee has 3.45 years
time in grade and 17.06 years
in service. People selected will
be promoted to master sergeant
from August to July 2004.
The average technical sergeant selectee score was 321.01
points, based on the following:
132.73 for enlisted performance reports.
71.83 for promotion fitness exam.
55.89 for specialty knowledge test.
35.13 for time in grade.
26.70 for time in service.
6.13 for decorations
The average technical sergeant selectee has 4.80 years
time in grade and 12.22 years
in service. People selected will
be promoted to technical sergeant from August to July
2004. (AFPC News Service
contributed to this article)
Master sergeants
Abel, Raymond E.
Alt, Ronald J.
Araujo, David R.
Ashley, Darren P.
Booker, George E. Jr.
Borowski, John D.
Brinker, Steven D.
Brinker, Victor J.
Brown, Clayton R.
Core, James Jr.
Cravens, Tony J.
Dickens, Kevin S.
Draper, Tonya L.
Driscoll, Danyal K.
Duncan, Kelly L.
Feister, Christopher Q.
Ferrenburg, James S.
Fields, William F.
Fogle, Keith W.
Franze, James B.
Gagnon, Dean M.
Genther, Craig R.
Graham, Regina A.
Grau, Paul H. Jr.
Hansen, Troy A.
Harris, Leslie Jr.
Hartmann, Terri L.
Harvey, Miles C.
Haskins, Shelton D.
Hawkins, Duane S.
Hazard, Jon R.
Hordge, Karen K.
James, Ronnie D.
Keen, Daniel J.
Keller, Chad M.
Krause, Stephen J.
LaCombe, Mary K.
Lacy, Ronald G.
Lafferty, Thomas W.
Lamontagne, Shirley A.
LaVergne, Daniel P.
LeCompte, Raymund M.
Lemaitre, Philip J.
Leviner, Ronnie L.
Lewis, Richard R.
Mabrey, Timothy H.

Manecke, Kenneth J.
Martin, Aljavan Jr.
Martinez, Jesus Jr.
Maxwell, Ileathear
May, Carl O. Jr.
McGinn, Robert V.
Meyer, Kenneth L.
Murray, Timothy R.
Parente, Timothy R.
Parsons, Johnny L.
Pascal, Robert E.
Peacock, Douglas L.
Perreault, Paul R.
Perry, Samuel R.
Pierson, Thomas R.
Porter, Prince E. Jr.
Prothro, Reginald E.
Root, Michael A.
Ryan, Margaret A.
Schiffelbein, Stanley C.
Seider, Frances M.
Sherbine, Malcolm A.
Sierra, Daniel P.
Sloan, Christopher
Solomon, Jeffrey D.
Solomon, Valerie J.
Stahl, Melissa A.
Stephens, Rodney
Stitt, Diane L.
Thomas, Eric D.
Tisby-Sumpter, Lillian E.
Van Thournout, Kevin J.
Vanwinkle, Richard D.
Vogt, Marc H.
Ward, Teresa M.
Washington, Gary J.
Weese, Laurie M.
Wehlen, Maria M.
Wells, Olga G.
Whitaker, Kip D.
Wick, David B.
Woods, Melvin D.
Woon, Charmaine E.
Wright, William R.
Technical Sergeants
Ahrens, Heather J.
Alexander, Cindy
Anderson, Christian
Anderson, Todd E.
Benefield, Andrew W.
Brewer, David E. III
Buchholz, James A.
Butelli, Kandice B.
Calla, Phillip N.
Carlisle, Christopher W.
Carlson, Shanna L.
Conner, Amy L.
Cryer, Vickie R.
Denny, Dustin G.
Denny, Philip W. Jr.
Dodd, Corey M.
Doyea, Bryan W.
Dusablon, David F.
Earnest, Christopher
Evans, Glenn A.
Everman, James R.

Fox, Jeffrey S.
Franklin, John D.
Fukushima, Jon E.
Giddens, Mari C.
Gomes, Idalina
Gonzalez, Maldonado
Gonzalez, Miguel A.
Greene, Goldman A. III
Hall, Craig S.
Harris, Johnny L. Jr.
Hodd, David M.
Hoffman, Nathan R.
Holmes, Lawrence M.
Howard, Wayne M.
Itule, Fred F. II
Jackson, Wavelon C.
Johnson, Michael
Joyner, Roy V. III
Landers, James E.
Lester, Steven J.
Lewellyn, Jacquelene S.
Lisi, Timothy B.
Malacara, Marcos
McClure, Tarius L.
McKinney, Thomas F.
McLaughlin, William T.
Michal, Joshua R.
Mihill, Carie M.
Mitchell, Sandra
Needham, Patrick M.
Pack, Joseph B.
Palovich, Chad M.
Powell, Ivy J.
Ratliff, Sharon L.
Reaganogas, Tracy A.
Ritson, Barbara S.
Rosera, Daniel L.
Rucinski, Gilbert J.
Sabol, Sephen A.
Salazar, Edward M.
Sanchez, Melissa D.
Seaborn, Robert D.
Setlock, Richard M.
Sinnemaki, Jeremy M.
Smith, Christopher
Smith, Raymond A.
Spangler, Alena C.
Sutherland, Joseph E.
Swift, Jason A.
Thomasson, Robert L.
Weber, Jason O.
Wesley, Janna S.
Wilcox, Joel K.
Winsel, Kerry L.
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Rocky Mountain State Games
Free for military
dependent youth
By Christie Bond
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The 2003 Rocky Mountain State Games will be
held Aug. 1-3 at the Air Force Academy and other venues in the Colorado Springs area. This year, grant
money is available to military dependents under the age
of 18 to pay for the event registration fees.
The Rocky Mountain State Games is a statewide,
Olympic-style sports festival open to Colorado citizens
of all ages and athletic abilities, as well as military personnel stationed in Colorado and their families.
“We recognize that the military is a huge part of
Colorado’s identity, and military service members contribute tremendously to this state, both economically
and in terms of community involvement,” said Doug
Martin, Director of the Rocky Mountain State Games.
“With the creation of this new program, I’m pleased that
we will be able to give back to our men and women in
uniform, and allow their dependents an opportunity to
participate in the Games free of charge and experience
a truly unique statewide event.”
Participants can compete in one or more of 18
sports: 5-K run, archery, badminton, basketball, billiards, bowling, field hockey, golf, in-line hockey, martial arts (jujitsu, karate, and tae kwon do), racquetball,
soccer, slow pitch softball, table tennis, tennis, track and
field, triathlon, and weightlifting.
“Last year was our inaugural year for the games,
and we had more than 2,000 athletes compete in 14 different sports. This year, we’re expecting more than
3,500 to participate in 18 sports,” said Martin. “We’re

Courtesy photo

Colorado youth participate in last year’s Rocky Mountain State Games. This year, grant money is available to military dependents under the age of 18 to pay for the event registration fees.

also excited about our first-ever Opening Ceremonies
that will take place Friday night, Aug. 1 at the Outdoor
Track and Field Complex of the Air Force Academy.
The Opening Ceremonies will kick off the State
Games weekend with interactive displays, live entertainment, a parade of athletes, the finish of the 5-K run,
the lighting of the State Games cauldron, and much
more.”
Area military dependents who are under the age of
18 and are interested in receiving a Rocky Mountain
State Games Military Grant should fill out a grant application and turn it in, with completed RMSG registration
materials, to the Rocky Mountain State Games office:
219 W. Colorado Avenue, Colorado Springs, Colo.,

80903. A thank-you letter to the grant money donors,
USAA and H. Chase Stone, must also be included in the
package. The grant money will be distributed on a firstcome, first-served basis.
Adults and others are also invited to participate in
the games, but must pay the registration fee.
Registration deadlines vary by sport. July 10 is the registration deadline to be guaranteed a free State Games tshirt.
Grant, registration, and volunteer forms are available for download at www.thesportscorp.org.
Registration packages are also available at the Fitness
Center. For more information, visit the Web site, or call
the Sports Corporation at 634-7333.
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CMAFS MAIN GATE COMPLEX
GROUNDBREAKING
There will be a groundbreaking ceremony for the
new Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station main gate
complex Friday at 11 a.m. at the CMAFS main gate area.

TEAM PETE NCO INDUCTION AND
RECOGNITION CEREMONY
The next Team Pete NCO Induction and
Recognition ceremony is scheduled for Tuesday at 3
p.m. at the Officers’ Club. All base members are invited to come out and congratulate Team Pete’s newest
promotees.

OFFICERS’ CLUB PARKING
LOT CLOSURE
From 8 a.m. June 30 thru July 4, the south portion of the Officers’ Club parking lot will be closed for
seal-coating and re-striping. To help the contractor,
ensure all private and government vehicles are
removed from this area before the start date. Once the
south portion is completed, work will switch to the
north portion. Questions and concerns may be directed to Daniel Yocum at 556-1833 or 2nd Lt. Myles
Gilbert at 556-4697.

HISPANIC HERITAGE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Peterson Hispanic Heritage Committee meetings
will be held bi-weekly beginning in July. The next
meetings are 10-11 a.m, July 2, 16, and 30, at the
Enlisted Club. Everyone is invited to attend, and volunteers are needed. For more information, call Airman
1st Class Jessica Sanchez at 556-6493 or Staff Sgt.
Miguel Villarreal at 554-3038.

FLAG DISPOSAL CEREMONY
The next flag disposal ceremony is scheduled for
Tuesday at 10 a.m. in front of the Fire Department.
Unserviceable flags can be brought to the main fire
station, Building 218. The Fire Department Color
Guard periodically destroys the flags during a ceremony fitting for our national emblem. For more information, call Cindy Litteral at 556-4616 or Chief Master
Sgt. Rodney Coleman at 556-4790.

CALL FOR PARADE ENTRIES
Entries are being taken for the 2003 Pikes Peak
or Bust Rodeo Parade. This year’s theme is “Home of
the Brave.” Show your support for local and national
Armed Forces by proudly displaying our nation’s colors of red, white, and blue on your parade float. All
entries must have a Western motif highlighting the
parade theme. Entry deadline is July 18th. Entry forms
are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. For an
entry form and parade rules, call 635-8803. The
parade will take place Aug. 6 in downtown Colorado
Springs.

SNCO ORIENTATION COURSE
FOR MSGT SELECTS
All master sergeant selects are invited to attend a
SNCO Orientation Course Aug. 12-14 at the Peterson
Enlisted Club. Attendees must RSVP via e-mail by
July 11 to Master Sgt. Eugene Fisher at eugene.fisher@peterson.af.mil.

P R E P S C H O O L S P O N S O R S N E E DED
Sponsors are needed for students attending the
Preparatory School at the U.S. Air Force Academy for
the class of 2003-2004. The USAFA Prep School is

designed to prepare students for admission and success
at the Air Force Academy. If you are an E-7 and
above, 0-3 and above, or GS-7 and above, and would
like to apply to sponsor one or more of these students,
contact Capt. Carrie Wood at 333-9921 or e-mail carrie.wood@usafa.af.mil.

NEW MICROWAVE ENTRÉES
AVAILABLE
Microwavable entrées are available as “Grab ‘n
Go” meals at the Aragon and Granite dining facilities.
The meals are part of a six-month test within Air Force
Space Command. Entrées include: sausage, egg, and
cheese biscuit, sausage and egg waffle sandwich,
breakfast burritos, Tex-Mex with eggs, hash browns,
salsa, and cheese, turkey breast in gravy, home-style
pork in gravy, Portabello mushroom ravioli with meatballs, Szechwan chicken, and gyro sandwich. Prices
currently range from 90 cents to $2.65, not including
surcharge. For more information, call Dining Facilities
Management at 556-4723.

S C H O O L P H Y S I C A L A P P O I N TMENTS
The Peterson Clinic will provide a limited number
of school physicals. Appointments are available from
July 23-25, July 30-Aug. 1, and Aug. 6-8. Physicals are
available on a by-appointment-only basis. To schedule an
appointment, call TriCare at 264-5000.

CDC CHILD CARE OPENINGS
The Peterson Child Development Centers have
immediate openings for children ages 6 weeks - 6
months, 12-24 months, and 3-5 years. There are openings at the CDC Main for the infants, and at the CDC
Main and Annex for the older children. For informa-

Chapel Schedule
Protestant Worship Services:
Liturgical Service, 8:15 a.m.
Traditional General
Protestant Service, 11 a.m.
Gospel Service, 12:30 p.m.

5

Catholic
Weekday Mass, 11:35 a.m. (except Monday)
Saturdays, 5 p.m.
Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Reconciliation Saturdays, 4 p.m.

**For more information Call the chapel at 556-4442 for available
chapel programs.
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Team Pete units change command
Maj. John Brooker, right,
receives the 21st Security
Forces Squadron guidon
from Lt. Col. Russell
Porter, 21st Support
Group
Deputy
Commander, at a ceremony Friday on the Peterson
AFB
Parade
Field.
Brooker assumed command of the 21st SFS
from Col. Lyle Cary, who
had been commander
since June 2001.

Photo by Budd Butcher

Photo by Robb Lingley
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Lt. Col. Daniel Arnold, right, receives the 21st
Operations Support Squadron guidon from
Col. Michael Rampino during a change-ofcommand ceremony June 20 at the Peterson
Air Force Base Officers’ Club.

Lt. Col. Timothy Wagoner, right, receives the
13th Air Support Operations Squadron
guidon from Col. Keith Maresca during a
change-of-command ceremony June 17 at
Fort Carson.

Air Force ends
Stop-Loss
By Master Sgt. Eddie C. Riley
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — The last of the airmen
whose retirement or separation was delayed by StopLoss for Operation Iraqi Freedom were released June
23 and will be eligible to leave the service July 31.
Air Force officials authorized Stop-Loss for 43
officer and 56 enlisted specialties in early March to
meet national security objectives, specifically the war
in Iraq. More than half of the specialties — 31 officer
and 20 enlisted — were released from the program
May 14.
Michael Dominguez, assistant secretary of the
Air Force for manpower and reserve affairs, said the
program’s success, meaning victory in the war, led
directly to its conclusion.
“Because we were able to retain these Air Force
members and their expertise to contribute to the major
combat phase of the war, we were able to complete that
part of the mission as planned and may now allow
these American heroes to move on with their lives,” he
said.
The Stop-Loss release applies to all active-duty,
Reserve and Air National Guard people in all enlisted
grades and officers in the grade of colonel and below;
however, deployed airmen must remain in place for the
duration of their deployment, he added.
Military personnel flight officials will contact
people who had a previously approved/suspended
retirement or separation to review their options and
establish a new departure date. Released airmen will be
allowed up to five months transition time.
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Peak Performer
Name: Senior Airman
Mary Renae Willis
Unit: 821st Support
Squadron
Duty
Title:
Commander’s
Support
Staff
Representative
Time in Service:
Three years and one month
Hometown: Sandersville, Ga.
Off-duty Interests: Floor hockey, ceramics, softball, water
sports, hiking, and fitness.
Why did you join the Air Force:
My grandfather retired as a
master sergeant in 1971, and
gave me a great sense of pride.
Joining gave me an opportunity
to serve my country, education-

al opportunities, and
travel to Europe.
Favorite part of your
job? Knowing that I
help others by providing quality information
vital to their personal
needs.
What inspires you to
do what you do? Providing best
personnel support to everyone I
come in contact with and seeing
the customer walk away with a
sense of satisfaction.
What goals have you set?
Make staff sergeant by my
four-year point and finish my
bachelor’s degree in Human
Resource Management within
the next four years.

Photo by Stacey Hirst

Cosmetic care
Contractor Bobby Barnhill works to restore the EC-121 Morning Star at the base
museum June 19. Barnhill and co-worker Cliff Richards spent nearly two weeks
cleaning, repairing, and repainting parts of the aircraft. The aircraft was retired in
1978 after 25 years of service. Originally, EC-121s began as a transport planes and
were converted to Airborne Early Warning and Control Systems in the 1950s.

Airmen reminded to update vRED
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas — In
the five months since the official launch of the virtual
record of emergency data, more than 383,000 airmen
have updated their contact information. While this
number is impressive, there is more work to be done,
according to Air Force Personnel Center officials here.
“It’s imperative we have every airman — active
duty, Guard and Reserve — fill out their emergency
contact information,” said Maj. Jerry Couvillion, chief
of the center’s casualty services branch.
Better known as vRED, this online form replaced

the paper Department of Defense Form 93, Record of
Emergency Data, as the only way for airmen to provide
personal emergency information. By filling out the
form from any Internet-connected computer, Air Force
casualty officials have immediate access to critical
information needed to contact family members if an
airman becomes missing, suffers a serious illness or
injury, or dies, he said.
New procedures require all airmen to update their
information electronically every six months, before
deployments and after permanent changes of station.

On the AFPC Web page, http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil, people can enter the virtual military personnel flight by clicking on the “vMPF” logo at the top
of the page. New users will need to establish an account.
The online application asks questions such as
which relatives should be contacted and what their
addresses are. This process takes most people about 20
minutes, said officials.
For more information about vRED, call the Air
Force Contact Center toll free at (866) 229-7074.
(Courtesy of AFPC News Service)
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Commentary:
By Victor C. Duckarmenn
21st Space Wing Exercise Director

In my experience, I have found
three specific keys to Operational
Readiness/Compliance Inspection success. A leader’s report card looks complicated but it is quite simple — People
Power.
Knowledge is that power.
The three keys are a combination of
knowledge, skill and attitude. The synergistic affect is called “snap” or “sense of
urgency.” Without these keys working
together within you and your organization, the light at the end of the tunnel is
just another train!
Knowledge
Personal knowledge of corporate
values, ORI requirements, and your personnel and equipment readiness is a baseline for action. You must know your limitations, resources, management plans,
and required and desired outcomes. In
preparation for an inspection, you must
read! Once you know the conditions,
tasks and standards, you can act!
Acting on your experience and
knowledge is essential to gain the “breakthroughs” in the areas of initial response,
employment, mission support, and ability
to survive and operate in a stressful combat environment.
Funding and providing time to unit
training will provide the ingredients for
an Outstanding rating, and remains one

Three keys to
inspection success

of the common core readiness standards
that will be inspected in every area.
To win the day you must train. Use
your exercise opportunities to assess your
training.
Skill
Your quest for knowledge leads to
skill. Knowledge and skill will provide
the impetus for improvement in our ability to provide our warriors with services
and resources without unacceptable
delay. Skill is a natural or acquired facility in a specific activity.
It is ability, adeptness, command,
art, craft, expertise, expertness, mastery,
and knowledge in action. Skill and
knowledge work hand in hand to demonstrate to the world and those that assess
your skills that you are a winner in all
rated areas.
We must demonstrate command
and control, communications, and leadership skill in the implementation of functional plans and the technical know how
in order to get the job done no matter
what the odds. You need knowledge and
skill in the greatest of all human competitions – war.
There are two things that test the
mettle of an officer and NCO team.
These are preparations for an inspection,
and the conduct of a real war. We must
hone skills and never quench our thirst
for know-how.
Attitude
You can have knowledge and skill

however, without a professional attitude,
they mean nothing.
Attitude is a “mindset” in many
leadership manuals. The elements of a
professional attitude include thought,
emotions, and actions. You know a bad
attitude or a good attitude by the conduct
of your people.
A key to inspection success is attitude demonstrated in our preparation for
combat and our demonstration of our
readiness to win. A positive attitude
comes from implementing core values in
both your professional and personal life.
If you provide a service to your country,
deal honestly with everyone around you,
and implement quality principles in the
stewardship of public resources, you will
find yourself rated Outstanding or
Excellent.
So, how do we prepare ourselves
for unit compliance inspections?
Gain knowledge — use metrics and
score yourself against the highest standards. Train and take action that improves
yourself and your unit.
Gain skills — seek experience,
training and professional education.
Work smart and work hard.
Demonstrate your positive attitude,
and jump into your unit’s programs and
take the lead. Accept the hard jobs and
think “outside the box.” Use your talents,
and learn from your mistakes.
Be knowledgeable. Be skillful. Be
the attitude.

NORAD/USNORTHCOM
Annual Communications
Award Winners
These awards recognize individuals who have provided sustained
superior performance in communications and information support to the
Air Force and (or) Department of
Defense missions and operations.
NORAD Information Management NCO Staff Sgt. Kevin F. O’Grady
NORAD Information Management Senior
NCO - Senior Master Sgt. Kathy L. Shaffer
NORAD Communications and Information
Company Grade Officer - Capt. David
Farmer
USNORTHCOM CommunicationsElectronic Systems Senior NCO Master Sgt. Richard N. Blake
USNORTHCOM CommunicationsComputer Systems Airman Airman 1st Class Rodney P. Bati
USNORTHCOM CommunicationsComputer Systems NCO Tech. Sgt. Daniel L. Koral
USNORTHCOM CommunicationsComputer Systems Senior NCO Master Sgt. Dennis Knoop
USNORTHCOM Visual Information Senior
NCO - Senior Master Sgt. Debra Helle
USNORTHCOM Visual Information NCO Master Sergeant Patrick B. Morrow
USNORTHCOM Communications and
Information Field Grade Officer Air Force Maj. Todd L. Glanzer
(Information courtesy of U.S. Northern
Command Public Affairs)

www.peterson.af.mil

The following real-life events with real individuals
from around the Peterson Complex are to inform you
of crimes, accidents, and events occurring on base.
The following entries are from hundreds recorded in
the Peterson Police Blotter:
**Editor’s note: Although the Space Observer staff
may make light of some blotter entries, the intent is to
call attention to our security and law enforcement
concerns. However, rest assured, our professional
Security Forces treat each incident seriously.
MEDICAL RESPONSE - June 12
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
American Medical Response services responded
to the Visitors Center, where a military member
was complaining of shortness of breath, stomach
pain, and numbness and cramping in her hands
and feet. AMR personnel transported the
individual to Memorial Hospital for further
treatment.
AMPHIBIOUS GOLF CART - June 12
Security Forces responded to the Silver
Spruce Golf Course, where a civilian contractor
reported a golf cart had rolled into Pond #1. The
driver of the golf cart had reportedly stopped to
use the restroom at the 18th hole. After he
relieved himself, he was not relieved to find his
partner had noticed the cart rolling toward the
pond, attempted to catch the careening cart, but
found it was too fast for him. The golfers then
asked other members of their foursome to notify
the club house. Security Forces arrived, finding
the golf cart back on dry land, retrieved by
maintenance personnel. When last seen, the
golfers were checking the rules on penalty
strokes for shooting a cart into a water hazard.
BIKE BONKER - June 12
Security Forces and the Fire Department
responded to a minor accident at the intersection
of Stewart Avenue and Paine Street, where an
individual on a bicycle was struck by a pickup
truck. A military member was driving his pickup
west on Paine Street, and stopped for a red light.
When the light turned green, he turned south on
Stewart Avenue, striking another military member
on a bicycle. Two witnesses saw the bicyclist
approaching the intersection, and witnessed the
pickup pummel the battered bicyclist. The
stunned cyclist sustained small bruises to the left
leg, but declined further treatment. Security
Forces issued the pickup pilot several
summonses, including expired driver’s license,
failure to yield to a pedestrian, resulting in an
accident, expired registration and compulsory
insurance, and finally, relieved him of the
responsibility of driving his vehicle.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #2 - June 12
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to a residence in base housing,
where a child had fallen and bumped his head.
The child’s mother stated she would transport the
child to Fort Carson for medical treatment.
FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE – LEAKY
LIQUID - June 13
Security Forces and the Fire Department
responded to a report of a vehicle that was
leaking fuel at the intersection of Peterson
Boulevard and Paine Street. When all actions
were completed, the Fire Chief terminated the
response.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #3 - June 13
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the Combined Integrated
Support Facility, where a civilian employee was
complaining of spasms on the right side of her
body. AMR transported the individual to Memorial
Hospital for further treatment.
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MISSING MONEY - June 14
A civilian employee reported to Security
Forces that he had reported to work at the
Aquatics Center, and noticed the safe was open
and $195 missing. He stated he had counted the
money before closing the previous evening, but
failed to secure the safe. A search for witnesses
or suspects met with negative results.
MOTORCYCLES MANGLED - June 15
A military member reported to Security
Forces that his motorcycle had been knocked
over in the parking lot of Dormitory 1154. Another
military member reported that his motorcycle had
also been knocked on its side, and had been
moved from its original parking spot. The first
motorcycle had received no damage, but the
second sustained minor scratches on the left
fairing, chipped paint on the left side of the gas
tank, and a bent clutch lever.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #4 - June 15
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to Dormitory 1154, where a
military member was complaining of severe
stomach pains. A co-worker transported the
individual to U.S. Air Force Academy Hospital for
further treatment.
FIGHTIN’ FOOLS - June 15
Security Forces was notified that a military
member had failed to report for work, and was
asked to check his room in Dormitory 1164.
Security Forces noticed broken glass and blood
near the room, and began canvassing the area
for possible witnesses or information. A military
member admitted he had been in a physical
altercation with the missing military member. He
further stated the military member had struck
him, so he had pushed him to the ground.
Security Forces were notified that the missing
military member was transported to USAFA
Hospital for treatment, and was later transported
to Memorial Hospital for further medical
treatment.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #5 - June 15
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the Base Chapel, where a
military family member had lost consciousness.
AMR transported the individual to the USAFA
Hospital for further treatment.
WANDERING WALLET - June 16
A military member reported to Security
Forces that his wallet was taken from the
Aquatics Center. The individual stated he placed
his backpack, along with wallet, in an unlocked
locker at the base pool. When he returned to the
locker, he noticed his wallet was missing.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #6 - June 17
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the Commissary, where a
civilian was complaining of dizziness and
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numbness in the left arm. AMR transported the
individual to Memorial Hospital for further
treatment.
BRAKE. GAS. WHATEVER. - June 17
Security Forces responded to a minor accident at
the North Gate, where a minivan had rear-ended
a Triumph TR6. As the driver of the sports car
stopped for ID check, the minivan marauder
evidently mistook the gas pedal for the brake
pedal, causing the vehicle to accelerate forward
and tag the tail of the Triumph. Damage to the
minivan consisted of a paint transfer on the left
front bumper. The TR6 suffered a scuff on the left
rear bumper. Security Forces issued a citation for
inattentive driving causing a motor vehicle
accident to the motoring minivan.
LOST PROPERTY - June 17
A military member reported to Security
Forces that he had lost a black leather case
containing a palm pilot, his military ID and driver’s
license, two debit cards and two credit cards, a
Leave and Earnings statement, several
membership cards, and $60-$80 in cash. He
stated he had left the case on the rear bumper of
his car while putting his children in the car, then
drove off with the case on the bumper. Upon
arriving at work, he realized he lost the case. He
retraced his route, but was unable to locate the
missing briefcase.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #7 - June 18
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the Combined Integrated
Support Facility, where a government employee
was hyperventilating. AMR transported the
individual to Memorial Hospital for further
treatment.
GAME OVER - June 18
Security Forces responded to the Base
Exchange, where a store detective had detained
a military family member for shoplifting a video
game system, valued at $99. The CSPD
responded, and exchanged the ill-gotten game
for a shoplifting summons.
ALARMING TRENDS CONTINUE:
In addition to these entries, there continue to
be too many illegitimate alarm activations on
base.
Among those noted by Security Forces this
week was one involving yet another door that was
held open, and two people not using proper
procedures when entering or exiting facilities.
There was also one report of a possible
malfunctioning alarm.
One ‘creative’ activation was caused when
someone accidentally pushed the duress button
while trying to turn up the speakers on his
computer.
** If you have any information on a crime, report
it to Security Forces at 556-4000.

WELCOME TO THE AIR FORCE

And that’s just the beginning. Once you enlist, you’ll also receive a good
starting salary with regular pay raises, tax-free housing and food
allowances. Not to mention opportunities for higher education and full
retirement benefits after 20 years of service. Visit our Web site at
AIRFORCE.COM or call 1-800-423-USAF.

CROSS INTO THE BLUE

Where Country Meets Western
The U.S. Air Force Band of the Rockies teams up with country stars for a military tribute

By Master Sgt. Ty Foster

Left: The U.S. Air Force Band of the Rockies’
Wild Blue Country ensemble, performs with
Colorado’s renowned Flying W Wranglers during
filming for the tribute “Colorado: Where Country
Meets Western.”
Below: Master Sgt. James Bristow of Wild Blue
Country unslings his guitar after a performance.

21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The U.S. Air Force Band of the Rockies military
salute to country and western music airs at 9 p.m.
Wednesday on Public Broadcasting Station channel 8
and at 9 p.m. July 5 on KOAA Channel 5/30.
The hour-long “Colorado: Where Country
Meets Western” features performances by the band’s
Wild Blue Country ensemble and Colorado’s
renowned Flying W Wranglers framed by introductions and commentaries by 23 of Nashville’s biggest
stars, said Chief Master Sgt. Marcelle Hureau, the
program’s producer and a vocalist with the band.
With every performance, the premier band and its
many ensembles showcase the Air Force, Air Force
Space Command, and its people.
“We use these shows as a way to bring the Air
Force into people’s homes by way of music,” the Chief
said.
Originally slated for release as a Fourth of July
special, “Colorado: Where Country Meets Western”
was the brainchild of The U.S. Air Force Band of the
Rockies Commander and the program’s Executive
Producer, Lt. Col. Phillip Chevallard, and Wild Blue
Country’s Director, Senior Master Sgt. Scott Barbier.
“Performing a joint concert with the Flying W
Wranglers was a dream of mine since the early ‘80s
when I first met several of their members. We finally
got together and worked around our busy schedules
and as expected, the Colorado Springs audience totally supported the event,” said Barbier.
From its humble beginning, the $26,000 project
grew from a musical Air Force recruiting advertisement into a multi-faceted program rivaling the star
power and production quality of some of cable television’s top-rated music shows, Hureau said.
The band pulled out the stops on production,
bringing in Vandenberg Air Force Base’s top videographers out of the 30th Space Communications
Squadron. Chris Zenor’s 30th SCS team captured
Wild Blue Country and the Flying W Wranglers performances on video and lent some high-dollar editing
equipment and expertise to the project, she said.
Hureau brought in co-producer and director of
the program, Steve Flanigan, owner of The Producer’s
Group in Colorado Springs, to lend his 30 years of
experience to set design and lighting. Brent Griswell,

Photo by Staff Sgt. Lawrence Holmes

the editor, grew to appreciate country and western
music as he waded through hours and hours of raw
footage to create the program PBS and Channel 5/30
will air, she said.
“What we gave them is powerful,” the Chief
said.
The chief pitched the band’s special to 386 PBS
stations, the Pentagon Channel, Armed Forces
Network, some network affiliates. The current estimated audience is about 80 million viewers in 177
countries. Local audience estimates for the July 5
broadcast are at 500,000 because the show airs right
after the NASCAR race, Hureau said.
While the show’s original intent was to expose
the audience to the many appeals of country music,
it shifted into a tribute to the men and women of the
armed forces with the war in Iraq, the chief said.
The patriotic flavor came naturally to the Nashville
stars.
“They know,” Hureau said, “that even if this is
shown in November, there are still going to be people
over there – wherever ‘there’ is.”

Left: Senior Master Sgt.
Scott Barbier plays the
drums during recording with The Flying W
Wranglers. Barbier is
the Director of Wild
Blue Country.
Right: Country superstar Crystal Gayle prepares to record her
spot during filming in
Nashville, Tenn.

Photo by Master Sgt. Austin Carter

Country stars gather for Air Force band video
By Master Sgt. Austin Carter
Photo by Alex Warden

Photo by Master Sgt. Austin Carter

Photo by Alex Warden

Photo by Staff Sgt. Lawrence Holmes

Above: Chief Master Sgt. Marcelle Hureau (front left) and Master Sgt. Tim Wilson (front right) harmonize during one of Wild Blue Country’s performances.
Above left: The cowboy band Riders in the Sky prepares to tape their segment of the PBS special, “Colorado:
Where Country Meets Western,” during filming in Nashville, Tenn.
Left: Senior Master Sgt. James Christian (left) strums the mandolin while Master Sgt. Edgar Price plucks the
banjo during a performance.

AFSPC Public Affairs

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- “Country music incorporates what is America,” country music star Charlie
Daniels said to the camera. “It’s the Blue Ridge
Mountains, family, cowboys and open ranges. It’s a
slice of Americana.”
A bit of that Americana was captured recently
when 22 country and western music stars gathered at a
Nashville Public Broadcasting Service station to
videotape their thoughts on country music, patriotism
and the military.
It wasn’t a spontaneous gathering; rather it was to
supplement a future PBS special about an Air Force
band’s live concert of country and Western music
against a backdrop of spectacular Colorado scenery.
The Air Force Band of the Rockies at Peterson
videotaped “Colorado: Where Country Meets
Western” in February with Colorado Springs’ favorite
cowboy band, The Flying W Wranglers. It was a great
July 4 package for PBS stations and Armed Forces
Radio and Television Service broadcasts overseas. But
it lacked what producers cryptically call “star power.”
“I wondered how I could make it more nationally appealing to PBS,” recalled Chief Master Sgt.
Marcelle Hureau, singer with the band. “What would
be the draw for an audience?”
She remembered a Nashville contact who had

arranged a previous country music star’s concert with
the Band of the Rockies. She called and asked a simple question: Would any country stars be interested in
appearing on video answering questions about country
music that would be intercut with performances by the
band?
The answer from Nashville was emphatic: “Try
to keep us away.”
Nashville may be a large city of more than 1.2
million people, but the country music world is still a
small town where word of mouth counts for more than
press releases. Once the word was out, Hureau said, it
escalated into a country music fan’s dream convention
with more Stetsons than a Texas rodeo. There were so
many requests to appear, the taping, originally set for
just one day, had to be carried over into two days.
“Every time we thought we had a lock on the
schedule, another country star would insist on coming,” she said. “Big agents kept calling to their people
on the show. It was strictly word of mouth.”
The entertainer lineup was impressive: Craig
Morgan, Rhonda Vincent, Charlie Daniels, Ricky
Skaggs, Lorrie Morgan, Sammy Kershaw, The Oak
Ridge Boys, Tammy Cochran, Mark Wills, John
Michael Montgomery, Tracy Byrd, Collin Raye, Jett
Williams, Riders in the Sky, Crystal Gayle, Bill
Anderson, and Brad Paisley.
Craig Morgan and Riders in the Sky contributed
live performances.

Photo by Alex Warden

Craig Morgan, an 11-year Army paratrooper veteran with tours in Panama, Korea, and Fort Bragg,
N.C., can speak from experience about how much the
music means to the troops.
“Having been in the military, I can relate,” he
said. “I’ve had boots in the sand. They’re starved for
American culture. I’ve performed for soldiers I
worked with! It’s difficult for me to be home knowing
there’s a fellow soldier doing their job somewhere in
the world. I have nothing but pride for my fellow soldiers.”
Although they didn’t have the veteran’s credentials that Morgan has, other country stars were driven
by a belief shared by their fans – that anything they can
do for the U.S. military is too little.
“We all owe a great debt to armed forces,” said
Daniels. “I’ve toured big and small bases and seen all
branches of the service. I’ve never seen a more motivated, more clean-cut group. They love their country
and service. Bless them all.”
Some of the stars, like Lorrie Morgan, have family memories of past wars.
“One of my favorite uncles entered the Marines
when he was 16 and was shot by a Japanese sniper during the battle for Guam in World War II,” she said. He
was paralyzed from the waist down for life. He was a
gracious man. It made our family patriotic. It’s an
awful feeling to have someone fighting a war and
know that some are never coming back. I wanted to be
involved. I feel it’s our duty to be supportive.”
Many of the stars felt that the music’s fans have
always understood that support when the nation goes
to war.
“Country fans believe in backing the troops, no
matter how they feel about the war,” said Tracy Byrd.
Regardless of why they came, the Band of the
Rockies now has some of the brightest stars of country
and Western music adding commentary and views to
their hour-long program. It now has that elusive star
appeal that promises to gain a national audience for
the band.
“They were so enthusiastic and honored to do
this for us,” said Hureau. “They wanted to do more.
Imagine these world-renowned artists thanking us.”
Which shouldn’t be a surprise to country fans,
according to Brad Paisley.
“Country is all about reality,” he said. “Country
is not about being untouchable. In my hometown,
patriotism was expected.”
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This Week
Today
 Play Group, 10:30 a.m.-noon,
at the Youth Center.
 Job Orientation, 1-2 p.m., at
the Family Support Center.
 Blended Family Stepparenting, 2:30-4 p.m., at the
Peterson Air Force Base Library.

Friday
 Deployed Spouses
10 a.m., in the atrium
Mission Support Facility.
 Blended Family
parenting, 2:30-4 p.m.,
base library.

Social,
of the
Stepat the

Saturday
 Annual Cherry Blossom
Festival day trip available at ITT.
 Gourmet Night at the Officers’
Club. Reservations required.

Sunday
 The Aquatics Center will be
closed for staff training.
 Sunday Brunch, 10 a.m.-1:30
p.m., at the Officers’ Club.

Monday
 Family members of deployed
personnel may use the golf
simulator at the golf course free
Mondays-Fridays.

Tuesday
 Sponsorship Training, 7:308:30 a.m., at the Family Support
Center.

Wednesday
 Money Smart, 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m., at the Family Support
Center.
 All you can eat Country-style
buffet, 5-7 p.m., at the Enlisted
Club.

July 3
 Play Group,10:30 a.m.-noon,
at the Youth Center.

Helpful Numbers
 Family Advocacy 556-8943
 Education Center 556-4064
 Library 556-7462
 Community Center 556-7671
 Aquatics Center 556-4608
 Fitness Center 556-4462
 Officers' Club 556-4181
 Enlisted Club 556-4194
 Youth Center 556-7220
 Family Support 556-6141
 Red Cross 556-9201
 Outdoor Recreation 556-4487
 Golf Course 556-7810

Lasher brings home second place in
Air Force Artist Craftsman Contest
Sandy Lasher, Detachment 4, Air
Force Operational Test and Evaluation
Center, recently won first place in the
textiles category in the 2003 Air Force
Artist Craftsman Contest at Air Force
Space Command level, and second
place overall in the Air Force’s Textile
Art category in the adult division for
her seed bead necklace she calls “Yei.”
“I have been doing crafts all my
life,” Lasher said. “About six years ago
I started doing jewelry using semiprecious stones and was in a bead store
when I saw seed beads.”
Seed beads, she said, come in an
array of beautiful colors and finishes.
Lasher said she knew she could create
some outstanding things that would
show off these qualities.
In 2002, Lasher’s beadwork took
first place at the Colorado State Fair in
Pueblo, and in 2001 her skilled
craftsmanship earned her one Best of
Show and two first place awards, again
at the Colorado State Fair. Lasher also
won two First Place awards at Peterson’s
Artist Craftsman Contest in 2000.
“I have a need to create,” Lasher
said. “I enjoy combining different
colors and types of seed beads to create
interesting effects.”
Lasher doesn’t just use seed
beads. She also makes things like
fabric ornaments and paintings on
drums. She even creates jewelry
combinations with turquoise, amethyst,
and jasper.
She taught herself beading on a
loom about five years ago, and began

Photo by Warren Schroeder

Sandy Lasher, shown here with her award-winning necklace, receives a
certificate and a check for $100 from David Seckman, director of the
Community Activities Center.

creating her art pieces.
“I’m always thinking about and
working on projects for the next event,”
she said. “Right now, I’m working on
the entries for the Colorado State Fair in
August.”
If you missed seeing her awardwinning jewelry on base, you can find
her and her work on Saturdays at the

farmers market at Bancroft Park in Old
Colorado City, and at Cherokee’s of
Manitou, where she is a featured artist.
For more information about Sandy
Lasher and her Southwestern art, visit
her Web site www.southwestern
creations.com
(Information courtesy of 21st
Services Marketing)

ARAGON DINING FACILITY MENU
Today

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Lunch:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Brunch:

Brunch:

Herbed Baked
Chicken
Southern Catfish
Stuffed Cabbage
Rolls
Mixed Vegetables
Peas
Mashed Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes

Mexican Baked
Chicken
Stuffed Green Peppers
Swiss Steak with
Tomato Sauce
Peas and Carrots
Spanish-Style Beans
Steamed Rice
Macaroni and Cheese

Sweet Italian Sausage
Lasagna
Spaghetti with Meat
Sauce
Broccoli Polonaise
Cauliflower
Mashed Potatoes
Italian-Style Baked
Beans

Cajun Meatloaf
Crispy Baked Chicken
Ribeye Steak
Broccoli
French-Style Peas
Glazed Carrots
Mashed Potatoes
Baked Potatoes

Parmesan Chicken Breast
Sauerbraten
Tuna and Noodles
Cauliflower Combo
Fried Cabbage
Peas
Steamed Rice
Au Gratin Potatoes

Dinner:
Cornish Hens
Jaegerschnitzel with
Mushroom Sauce
Roast Loin of Pork
Carrots
Corn Combo
Potato Halves
Orange Rice

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Baked Chicken
Simmered
Knockwurst
Swiss Steak with
Tomato Sauce
Broccoli Polonaise
Carrots
Sauerkraut
Mashed Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Roast Turkey
Baked Canned
Ham
Fish and Fries
Succotash
Herbed Green
Beans
Tempura
Vegetables
Cornbread Dressing
Mashed Potatoes

Salisbury Steak
Onion Lemon
Fish
Yakisoba
Spinach
Stewed Tomatoes
Simmered Pinto
Beans
Mashed Potatoes

Barbecued Beef
Cubes
Paprika Beef
Pork Chop Suey
Cauliflower
Corn on the Cob
Lima Beans
O'Brien Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Caribbean Jerk
Chicken
Beef Porcupines
Chicken
Enchiladas
Mexican Corn
Peas with Onions
Scalloped
Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Country-Style
Steak
Pita Pizza
Fried Chicken
Cabbage
Fried Cauliflower
Mashed Potatoes
Oven-Browned
Potatoes

