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From the top

Motorcycle deaths rise in ‘101 days’
By Staff Sgt.
Carlos J. Trevino
Air Force Print News

File photo

Pause to reflect this
Independence Day
By Gen. Lance Lord
Air Force Space Command, Commander

Today marks the 227th anniversary of declaring our independence as
a free nation. As we proudly display
the American flag around our nation –
on Main Street, at ground zero in New
York, in Oklahoma City, at Pearl
Harbor – and with our forces around
the world, let us all pause to reflect on
what it means to secure the rights of
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Our republic, the United States of
America, is unique in the history of the
world. We are a free and open society
that runs our government instead of
our government ruling the people. We
truly value each individual in our society.
To secure, protect, and preserve

this liberty, the baton has been passed
from the long line of heroes in places
like Lexington, Bunker Hill, Yorktown,
Gettysburg, St. Mihiel, Guadalcanal,
Anzio, Normandy, Pusan, Khe Sanh,
and An-Nasiriyah. Our military is
always on duty for this vital cause.
Only those who have paid the ultimate
price know the true cost of freedom.
Our continued success depends
on great Americans in the service of
our country ensuring the government
of the people, by the people and for
the people shall not perish from the
Earth – our uniformed military members, our civil servants, our contractors, and our community leaders.
Beccy joins me in saying how
very grateful we are for your service,
and we wish you a safe and happy
holiday.

Action Line
Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is your direct link to the 21st
Space Wing Commander. We suggest you first try to
resolve problems at the lowest level possible — with
the person or activity, and then follow the chain of
command.
Though it’s not required, we ask that you leave
your name and phone number so we can get back to
you for clarifications, or if your response isn’t printed. If you can’t get satisfactory results, call 556-7777.
Or you can fax your question to 556-7848.

SAN ANTONIO
— Motorcycle riders
account for more than
half of the Air Force’s
safety-related
deaths
during this year’s 101
Critical Days of Summer
safety campaign, according to Air Force Safety
Center
officials
at
Kirtland Air Force Base,
N.M.
Officials said there
is an alarming trend in
motorcycle
accidents
involving airmen, which
have accounted for six of
the 10 Air Force deaths
so far during this year’s
safety campaign.
Those who take
unnecessary risks “think
they are invincible,” said
John Russell, chief of
ground safety at the center.
“Most were singlevehicle mishaps with
speed and failure to
maintain control (as) the
key factors,” Russell
said.
While motorcycle
fatalities are a growing
concern during the first

one-third of the 101 critical days, the potential
for deaths involving
four-wheeled vehicles
and
work-related
mishaps should not be
discounted, he said.
“We want our personnel to enjoy their
well-deserved
recreational activities during
this season. But, we
don’t want our folks to
forget about assessing
the risk in their activities. We have smart people; we want them to
make smart decisions,”
Russell said.
People returning
from deployment abroad
face additional challenges, he said.
“Many of our
members are making
plans to become reacquainted with their family and friends. The last
time we experienced a
101 critical days period
directly following combat operations was in
1991. That summer we
lost 42 Air Force warriors
in
needless
mishaps, twice the average of summer mishaps
for the preceding five
years,” he said.

There are things
people can do to avoid
becoming accident victims during the remaining safety campaign,
Russell said.
“Always assess the
risk,” he said. “If you
have uneasiness in performing a task or being a
participant in an activity,
evaluate it. There are
risks associated with
everything we do; positive results are achieved
when we look at all risk
factors and make smart
decisions. This includes
the Air Force mandatory
motorcycle safety-training course, and wearing
your seat belt while
operating a motor vehicle.
“Safety is an attitude that must be considered 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
Being responsible for
our actions by making
sound decisions is key to
mishap
prevention,”
Russell said. “Every
member of the Air Force
is vital to our nation’s
defense, and we must
take the steps necessary
to protect them from
harm.”

Command announces family days
Gen. Lance Lord, commander of Air Force
Space Command, has designated today, Aug. 29,
Nov. 28, Dec. 26, and Jan. 2 as family days for members of the command.
A family day means that, if possible, AFSPC
people will not have to come in to work on those
days. All the family days are in conjunction with
federal holidays.
AFSPC officials said commanders should
ensure people on duty during a family day get the
time off at a later date.

“Air Force Space Command people work hard
all year long,” Lord said. “The time we give them to
spend with their families is acknowledging the loyalty and diligence they exercise every day at work.”
Guidelines of the military leave program
should be followed in matters concerning passes and
chargeable leave.
For civilian employees, commanders can
encourage liberal leave, use of previously earned
compensatory time, or use already-approved time-off.
(Courtesy of AFSPC Public Affairs)
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 July 3, 1992 – The U.S. European
Command launches Operation Provide
Promise to provide relief flights to
Bosnia-Herzegovina.
 July 6, 1989 – President Bush
presents the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the nation's highest civilian
award, to retired Air Force Gen. James
H. Doolittle at the White House.
 July. 7, 1985 – The first B-1B
Lancer is accepted by Strategic Air
Command and the 96th Bombardment
Wing at Dyess AFB, Texas.
 July 8, 1943 – Col. M.G. Grow,
8th Air Force surgeon, received the
Legion of Merit for developing the flak
vest.
 July 9, 1966 – The F-111
Aardvark fighter-bomber flies for the
first time at Mach 2.5.
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CMAFS Main Gate construction begins
By Tech. Sgt.
Michael Phillips
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Construction of a new
Main Gate complex to provide
increased force protection for
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force
Station officially got under
way at a groundbreaking ceremony June 27.
The new Main Gate complex will house a 2,500-squarefoot Visitors Center, a new
guard station with remote control of traffic barriers, upgraded vehicle search facilities, and
a 60-vehicle parking area on
the south side of NORAD
Road.
“I was hoping (Cheyenne
Mountain Operations Center
Commander, Brig.) Gen.
DeCuir could be here, because
he represents the Mountain
when he’s downtown,” said
Col. Benjamin Osler, 721st
Mission
Support
Group
Commander. “He told me that I
wouldn’t see this gate.
“I told him, ‘Sir, if I do
nothing else before I change
commands, I would get a
chance to turn a shovel of
dirt,’” Osler said.
“On behalf of everybody
in the 721st, I want to thank
our Civil Engineers for sticking with it, and staying on top
of it, and making this happen,”
Osler said. “This is going to be
a great project.
“Let Gen. DeCuir know
that the ‘Ben Osler Memorial
Gate’ is going to happen,” he
concluded.
The project is an anti-terrorism/force protection measure that will allow CMAFS to
better protect base assets.
“What a great day today
is,” said Brig. Gen Duane Deal,
21st Space Wing Commander.
“Looking back in history
on this day – in 1847, they
strung the wires for the tele-

graph between New York and
Boston,” Deal said. “That was
state-of-the-art communications back then. That’s the
state-of-the-art in communications today,” he said, gesturing
to the mountain behind him.
“In 1955, the first legislation was passed in Illinois for
seat belts. It took another 10
years to get that nationwide,
but it became a new era of
security and safety for our
nation,” he said. “This is going
to be a new era of safety and
security for the Mountain.
“In 1988, some guy
named Mike Tyson walloped
Michael Spinks in 91 seconds.
Knocked out – brought force to
bear,” he said. “That’s what our
Security Forces do – they bring
force to bear. And probably a
lot quicker than 91 seconds.
“We’re excited about
what today represents,” Deal
said. “It represents a new
beginning, new digs for our
Security Forces Warriors – our
first line of defense for this
mountain. A new location, and
the best view in the country of
any office.
“(Today) represents teamwork between the Air Force
and the City of Colorado
Springs,” said Deal.
“The project is partially
funded by the City of Colorado
Springs,” said Lt. Col. Todd
Wynn, 721st Civil Engineer
Squadron Commander. “A
Consent Agreement allows the
city use of NORAD Road in
return for their funding contribution.”
The $1.6 million project
is a joint effort between the Air
Force and the City of Colorado
Springs who, through a
Consent Agreement with the
Air
Force,
contributed
$400,000 in funding for the
project.
“The design for the new
complex was a joint effort

Photo by Dennis Plummer

Left to right, Art Howells, Vice President of John Bowman, Inc., Lt. Col. Todd Wynn, 721st Civil
Engineer Squadron Commander, Brig. Gen. Duane Deal, 21st Space Wing Commander, Col.
Benjamin Osler, 721st Mission Support Group Commander, and Col. John Bonapart,
Cheyenne Mountain Operations Center Director of Staff, turn over the first shovelfuls of dirt
at the groundbreaking ceremony June 27 for a new $1.6 million Main Gate complex at
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station.

between the 721st Civil
Engineer Squadron and the
721st
Security
Forces
Squadron,”
said
Wynn.
“Communications support provided
by
the
721st
Communications Squadron
makes the new facility a truly
collaborative effort involving
all 721st Mission Support
Group functions.”

“Once complete, this
Force-Protection project will
significantly increase the ability of local Security Forces to
control access to base facilities, and protect base assets at
this critical 21st Space Wing
installation,” Wynn said.
“Improved vehicle search facilities, and pop-up crash barriers
will both lead to improved

deterrence of hostile activity.”
“We’re very excited about
providing the people of
Cheyenne Mountain with the
best in anti-terrorism and
force-protection facilities,”
Wynn added.
Completion of the new
main gate facility is scheduled
for May 2004.

More than 900 face involuntary retraining
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas —
More than 900 airmen may be involuntarily moved to
shortage career fields starting Monday, according to
Air Force Personnel Center officials.
Although 450 airmen volunteered to change
career fields during the initial phase of this year’s noncommissioned officer retraining program, it was not
enough.
Around the second week of July, officials will
begin notifying airmen selected as most vulnerable to
retrain.
They will ask the airmen to submit their choices
of shortage career fields they would most like to
retrain into as part of the program’s Phase II. The second phase runs through Aug. 15.
“This phase of the retraining program is necessary to help meet the needs of the Air Force by putting
airmen where they are needed most,” said Chief
Master Sgt. Alvin Diaz, Chief of the AFPC Skills
Management Branch.

Under Phase II, not everyone is guaranteed his or
her first choice. Major commands continue to accept
volunteer applications. Personnel officials encourage
all eligible NCOs to also consider special-duty assignments such as recruiter, military training instructor,
first sergeant, or professional military education
instructor.
“There’s still time for those who have been identified for possible retraining to volunteer,” said Diaz.
“It’s up to each airman, but if it were me, I’d think having control over my career would be a priority and help
reduce the stress of not knowing whether or not I will
get that notification asking me to make a selection. I’d
volunteer.”
The retraining program is designed to help balance the enlisted force by moving NCOs in specialties
with surpluses to those with shortages. In April, the
Air Force said it needed about 1,400 airmen to change
careers.
Factors such as retention rates and new promo-

tions have an effect on how many airmen will finally
be retrained and where they will be needed, said Diaz.
“But unless a large number suddenly step up and
volunteer, we’ll be looking for another 900 or so,” he
said.
“We will work with those who have been selected for retraining, as we would any retraining case, in
order to make the transition as smooth as possible for
the airman and his or her family while still meeting the
needs of the Air Force,” said Tech. Sgt. Derek Hughes,
Noncommissioned Officer in Charge of Air Force
retraining here.
Vulnerability listings by grade and Air Force specialty code will be updated online weekly on the Air
Force
Personnel
Center’s
Web
site
at
https://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/enlskills/Retraining/
retraining.htm. Military personnel flights have more
details on the program.
(Article courtesy of Air Force Personnel Center
News Service)
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Fireworks facts and tips Space wing “SEWS
Facts:
It is illegal for any person to possess
or discharge any fireworks other than permissible fireworks (sanctioned displays)
anywhere in the city of Colorado Springs.
Roman candles, cherry bombs, M-100s,
M-80s, shells and mortars, helicopters, bottle rockets, and sparklers, are among the
multitude of fireworks that are illegal.
Fire bans may impact and change
standard regulations – please check your
local municipality for fire ban and fireworks prohibition information.
Colorado averages about 1,100
fires caused by fireworks:
 80 percent are brush, weed
and outside
fires.
 14
percent of
f irework
fires
are
structure fires
— of those, 6
percent are
vehicle fires
and 94 percent are residential fires.
If your
misuse of fireworks causes a
fire, arson charges could be leveled against you.
Personal use of fireworks result in
about 150 injuries which require medical
attention.
55 percent of fireworks related
injuries are burns, and most of those burns

involve the hands, eyes, and head.
Nearly 40 percent of victims of firework-related injuries are under the age of
15, and these numbers are increasing.
The majority of fireworks related to
fires are illegal firecrackers, bottle rockets,
and other fireworks.
The National Fire Protection
Association reports firework injuries
jumped by 29 percent in 2000; from 8,500
in 1999 to 11,000 in 2000.
Most fires caused by fireworks are
not reported.
Sparklers are the leading
product involved in injuries to
children under the age of 5.
Sparklers reach temperatures greater than 1,800
degrees Fahrenheit at the
tip – hot enough to ignite
clothing.
Safety Tips:
Attend public displays
instead of lighting your
own.
Never allow
young children to
play with fireworks.
Check to see if fireworks are legal before purchasing or using them.
Please contact the Colorado Springs
Fire Department if you have questions
about the prohibition of fireworks in
Colorado Springs.
(Information Courtesy of the 21st
Space Wing Safety office)

up” new mission
By 1st Lt. Virgil Magee
AFSPC Public Affairs

Air Force Space Command
has long been the home of global
missile warning. Now, a program
dedicated to sharing that information with allied forces has been
passed on to AFSPC.
In a June 20 ceremony here,
the 1,500-square-foot Shared Early
Warning System Centralized
Distribution Facility was formally
opened for business. The aim of the
new facility is to provide launch
detection notifications to partner
nations spanning three geographical combatant commands. During
Operation Iraqi Freedom, SEWS
helped protect coalition forces by
providing missile event information.
“The Shared Early Warning
System is a presidential directive
program intended to ensure regional stability and mutual security
interest of the United States and
selected partner nations,” said Maj.
Gene Ramsey, SEWS project lead
for AFSPC. “With SEWS being
operational, we can focus on standardizing equipment configuration
and normalizing standards.”
The ceremony marked the
transfer of operational ownership

of SEWS from the Electronic
Systems Center, Hanscom Air
Force Base, Mass., to the 21st
Space Communications Squadron
at Peterson. The 21st SCS will
operate and maintain the global
missile event information function
for distributing releasable information to NATO and partner nations.
Additionally, the U.S. Department
of State and Department of
Defense are aggressively negotiating with other nations to participate
in the program.
“The
21st
Space
Communications Squadron is
proud to be part of today’s ceremony, and looks forward to providing
exceptional support, in terms of
highly qualified and dedicated
space communicators, to the SEWS
mission,” said Michael Behncke,
21st SCS Deputy Commander.
Currently, SEWS uses data
derived from U.S. military satellite
constellations to detect heat from
missile and booster plumes against
the Earth’s background. That data is
then relayed to mobile elements
around the world, and then to various communication satellites,
which shoot the information to
Cheyenne Mountain Operations
Center, theater commanders, and
allied forces.

www.peterson.af.mil

SNCO ORIENTATION COURSE
FOR MSGT SELECTS
All master sergeant selects are invited to attend a
SNCO Orientation Course Aug. 12-14 at the Peterson
Enlisted Club. Attendees must RSVP via e-mail by
July 11 to Master Sgt. Eugene Fisher at eugene.fisher@peterson.af.mil.

PROTESTANT CHAPEL SERVICES
COMBINED SUNDAY
The three Protestant services at the Peterson
Chapel will be combined at 11 a.m. Sunday.
Chaplain Steven Dabbs will share his farewell message at this service, followed by a farewell picnic
potluck for the chaplain and his family at the base
park. The chapel will provide hamburgers, hot dogs,
and beverages. Attendees are asked to provide side
dishes for potluck-style sharing. All interested persons are welcome. Call the chapel at 556-4442 for
more information.

CALL FOR PARADE ENTRIES
Entries are being taken for the 2003 Pikes Peak
or Bust Rodeo Parade. This year’s theme is “Home of
the Brave.” Show your support for local and national
Armed Forces by proudly displaying our nation’s colors of red, white, and blue on your parade float. All
entries must have a Western motif highlighting the
parade theme. Entry deadline is July 18th. Entry forms
are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. For an
entry form and parade rules, call 635-8803. The
parade will take place Aug. 6 in downtown Colorado
Springs.

NEW TAX SCAMS SURFACE
The IRS reports two new tax scams targeting
both e-mail users generally and the families of persons
serving in the armed forces in particular. In the first
scam, victims receive an e-mail message that appears
to be from the IRS. The message contains links to a
non-IRS Internet site requesting personal and financial
information. This information can be used for both
identity theft and accessing personal financial
accounts. The second scam involves a telephone caller
posing as an IRS employee who tells the family member that they’re entitled to a $4,000 refund because
their relative is in the armed forces. The caller then
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requests a credit card number to cover a $42 fee for
postage and handling. Before ending the call, the
scammer provides an actual IRS toll-free number to
make the call seem legitimate. The victim’s credit card
number is then used to make numerous unauthorized
purchases. For the complete story, logon to
www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=109570,00.html.

their own for a total of 10 hours or more per week must
be licensed to do so in on-base quarters. The Mission
Support Group Commander may revoke the housing
privileges of individuals who provide childcare, but
refuse to become licensed. To learn more about childcare as a career, call 556-4322.

NOTICES FOR ADVANCE CHILD TAX
CREDIT PAYMENTS

Sponsors are needed for students attending the
Preparatory School at the U.S. Air Force Academy for
the class of 2003-2004. The USAFA Prep School is
designed to prepare students for admission and success at the Air Force Academy. If you are an E-7 and
above, 0-3 and above, or GS-7 and above, and would
like to apply to sponsor one or more of these students,
contact Capt. Carrie Wood at 333-9921 or e-mail carrie.wood@usafa.af.mil.

The IRS will mail out notices to those taxpayers
who are eligible to receive the advance child tax credit about one week before the payment check is mailed.
The IRS and the 21st Space Wing Tax Center urge taxpayers to store these notices in a safe place and bring
the notice with them to assist in the preparation of their
2003 tax returns. Just as with the Rate Reduction
Credit for the 2001 tax season, failure to provide a
copy of this Advance Child Tax Credit Notice to your
2003 tax preparer may increase the IRS processing
time to finalize your tax return. Questions can be
directed to the Peterson Tax Center at 556-5213.

AIR FORCE CLUBS OFFER
SCHOLARSHIPS TO MEMBERS
Air Force Clubs are offering $25,000 in scholarship money to any club member or his or her family
members. There will be six scholarships awarded, with
the top prize of $6,000 for higher education costs.
Scholarships will be awarded based on a 500-word
essay written about “Air Force Clubs – Help Us Make
Members First.” Entries must be submitted to the base
Services commander or director by July 15. Rules and
entry forms are available online at wwwp.afsv.af.mil/Clubs/Scholarship.htm.

CHILDCARE PROVIDERS NEEDED
The Peterson Family Child Care Office is currently looking for providers who are willing to care for
mildly ill children and to care for children on evenings
and weekends. For more information, call the Family
Child Care Office at 556-4322.

ON-BASE CHILDCARE PROVIDERS
MUST BE LICENSED
Military spouses who are presently providing
child care or who want to care for children other than

PREP SCHOOL SPONSORS NEEDED

TOP 3 EDUCATIONAL GRANTS
The Pikes Peak Top 3 offers five $50 education
grants every quarter to enlisted Team Pete members,
E-6 and below. Applications are available from any
Top 3 member, the education center, and on the Top 3
web site at https://halfway.peterson.af.mil/pikespeaktop3/.

NEWS FROM CCAF
As the Community College of the Air Force
implements new technology, AF Form 2099, known to
students as the “blue bubble sheet,” will no longer be
accepted from active duty, Guard or Reserve members.
Students can order CCAF transcripts at
https://afvec.langley.af.mil/afvec.
Students are reminded not to send transcripts to
their education office. CCAF will only accept civilian
transcripts directly from civilian institutions. Students
can check the Web site to ensure CCAF received their
transcripts.

CORRECTION
In the June 26 Space Observer article
“Where Country meets Western,” photographs
attributed to Staff Sgt. Lawrence Holmes were
actually taken by Larry Hulst. The Space
Observer apologizes for the error.
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Celebrate freedom
By Staff Sgt.
Melanie Epperson
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

“When in the course of human
events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the
Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare
the causes which impel them to the separation.”
With
these
words, the 13 origianl
colonies proclaimed
to the world their
freedom
from
imperial
British
rule. This was the
birth of our great
nation.
Our
Founding Fathers
signed
the
Declaration
of
Independence 227 years
ago, and America has been
celebrating and advocating
freedom ever since.
The Fourth of July celebrations this
year will almost certainly include the traditional parades, replete with marching
bands and hand-made floats, barbecue
grills loaded with hot dogs and hamburgers, and family fun culminating in
grandiose fireworks displays that light up

the sky in time with John Phillip Sousa’s
“Stars and Strips Forever.” With current
events as they are, more than one person
will surely look to the sky and wonder
about their husband or wife, son or daughter, mother or father. Hopefully, they will
know that, wherever their loved ones are,
whatever they are doing, they, too, can hear
the voice of freedom, and see the progress
of democracy.
This year, we celebrate the joys of
independence with many who are new to
the experience.
When those 56 men signed the
Declaration
of
Independence
in
1776,
only
about a dozen
democracies
existed in the
entire
world.
According to a
Freedom House
study, there
are
more
than
120
today.
Americans
have much to celebrate.
President Ronald Reagan described it
best when he said, “It’s so precious, yet
freedom is not something that can be
touched, heard, seen, or smelled. … The
air we breathe is also invisible and taken
for granted, yet if it is denied even for a
few seconds, we realize instantly how
much it means to us. Well, so too with
freedom.”

Independence Day Celebrations
Fabulous Fourth
Memorial Park
10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Colorado Springs Jazz, & Blues Fest, Inc. & Philharmonic
Free admission
Music, carnival rides, fireworks at approximately 9:30 p.m.,
crafts at the Artist Colony
Featuring Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, Otis Taylor, and several local bands
For more information, visit www.coloradospringsjazzfestival.com.
Fireworks on Red Mountain
Manitou Springs, Colo.
For more information, call 719-685-1444.
Buffalo Barbecue
Soda Springs & Memorial Parks
Manitou Springs, Colo.
July 4th-6th
Food, entertainment, crafts, and more
For more information, call 719-685-9655.
Old Fashioned 4th of July
Buckskin Joe Park & Railway
Cañon City, Colo.
10:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
For more information, call 719-275-5149.
July Celebration at the Royal Gorge
Royal Gorge Bridge
Cañon City, Colo.
July 4th- 6th
9 a.m.-6 p.m.
For more information, call 888-333-5597.
Pikes Peak Speed Week
Pikes Peak International Raceway
“USAC Rocky Mountain Classic” Race Day
USAC Silver Crown Sprint & Midget Races
Displays, demonstrations, post-race concert, and fireworks
For more information, call 888-306-7223.

www.peterson.af.mil
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Thunderbolt repair
TALLIL AIR BASE, Iraq — Maintainers from the 407th Expeditionary Maintenance Squadron repair
an A-10 Thunderbolt II June 24. A10s, also known as “tank killers,” are often used in close support of ground troops The A-10’s munitions include 250-pound iron bombs, ALQ-131 electronic
jamming pod, 2.75 inch Zuni rockets, AGM-65D Maverick missiles, and a 30mm cannon mounted
in the nose.
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Peterson Air Force Base Notable Numbers
The following base agencies listed below can be
contacted directly at area code 719:
 Action Line. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-7777
 Base Exchange . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-7270
 Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-4442
 Civil Engineers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-4030
 Commissary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-7765
 Dental Clinic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-1333
 Fire Department (Emergency) . . . . . . . . . 911
 Fraud, Waste and Abuse Hotline
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-2100
 Housing Maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . 556-4455
 Inspector General complaints
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-6309
 Military/Civilian/Travel Pay . . . . . . . 556-4770
 Military Equal Opportunity
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-7657/7693
 Nurse Advice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-887-4111
 Optometry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-1065
 Air Force OSI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-4022
 Public Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-5185
 Safety Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-8001
 Security Forces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-4000
 Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-4882
 Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-4307
 TriCare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264-5000
 Base Operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556-7321

House Select Committe visits USNORTHCOM
By Petty Officer 1st Class
Beverly Allen
NORAD/U.S. Northern Command Public Affairs

The House Select Committee on
Homeland Security recently visited U.S.
Northern Command to learn how the
command supports our nation’s effort to
guard the homeland.
Committee members received one
of the first congressional tours and
briefings at USNORTHCOM, the
nation’s newest unified command,
expressly focused on homeland defense.

During the briefings, the committee was given an overview of
USNORTHCOM’s mission responsibilities, command and control processes
and the authorities for conducting military operations within the continental
United States. They also discussed the
legal and policy boundaries of employing military forces in domestic events.
The House Select Committee on
Homeland Security is chartered to coordinate the efforts between Congress and
the federal agencies tasked with protecting our homeland from terrorist attacks.

The Committee’s membership was
announced in February.
This is the first major trip for the
committee. During their trip, they also
visited the Ports of Long Beach and Los
Angeles, June 21, where they held a
field hearing on “Protecting Our
Commerce: Enhancing the Security of
America’s Ports” in Los Angeles. They
met with Orange Country First
Responders the following day.
According to the committee’s Web
site,
http://www.hsc.house.gov/index.cfm, “with the enactment of

the historic legislation creating the
Department of Homeland Security, the
immediate focus of the Select
Committee will be to work with the
President to implement the new law.
The Select Committee’s oversight will
be devoted to getting the new
Department up and running as quickly
and efficiently as possible.
The
Committee has exclusive legislative
jurisdiction over all matters relating to
the Homeland Security Act and will be a
crucial influence in shaping America’s
security future.”
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News
Peterson construction notices
BX/COMMISSARY PARKING LOT WORK
Seal coating and striping of the BX/Commissary parking lot is scheduled to begin
Monday and will last until July 18. The work will be done in at least three stages to leave room
for customer parking during the project. For more information, call 556-1833.

FAMILY HOUSING/DORM CATV CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
A family housing/dorm construction project began June 23 and will last until approximately Oct. 31. Adelphia will lay cable to provide family housing and the dorms with cable
service to include digital cable and high speed Internet. For more information regarding this
project, call Roger Williams at 556-1633.

ELECTRICAL REPAIR PROJECT IN MILITARY FAMILY HOUSING
Phase one of a project to repair the secondary electrical distribution system in Peterson
Military Family Housing is slated to begin this week. The drawing below shows the area of
housing affected by Phase one. Work within this project includes running new underground
electrical lines from transformers in the area to each unit. The contractor will then connect the
new lines to the existing electrical distribution panel inside each unit. The contractor is required
to give a one week notice to each resident involved before any outside work in their area begins.
Also, the contractor is required to contact each resident two weeks prior to any work inside
their unit in order to schedule a date and time. Questions or concerns can be directed to Master
Sgt. Michael Funicelli at 556-1634.

Peak Performer
Name: Francis P. Impastato
Rank: Staff Sergeant
Unit:
21st
Comptroller
Squadron
Duty
Title:
NCOIC,
Commander’s Support Staff
Time in Service: Seven years
Home Town: Greendale, Wis.
Off-duty Interests: Playing
guitar, squadron sports, inline
hockey, collecting music and
drawing.
Why did you join the Air
Force?
To serve my country, to be a
part of forces that allow us the
freedoms we all enjoy.
What inspires you to do what
you do?
My father, retired Master Sgt.
R. Bartholomew Impastato. He
has shown me the meaning of
strength and perserverance.
Fifteen years ago he had a
stroke that grossly immobilized
his right side and affected his
speech. He overcame that,
has had two bouts with cancer
before the age of 50, and is
still kicking. Look in the dictionary and you will see his face
under strength.
Favorite part of your job?
Serving the members of this
great squadron. I love giving

Photo by Senior Airman Susan Mrowiac

good news to people or solving
people’s problems. If I can tell
someone that the assignment
they applied for is on its way, or
the error that has been plaguing them has been solved, their
reaction gives me the peace of
mind that makes the not so
gratifying parts of my job easy.
What goals have you set?
To finish both Community
College of the Air Force
degrees I have started in the
next two years.

www.peterson.af.mil

News
SKATEBOARD SCAMMED? - June 20

A military family member reported to
Security Forces his skateboard, valued at $42.30,
was missing from the Youth Center. He stated he
left his skateboard in the storage room inside the
Youth Center. When he returned, the skateboard
was gone. Youth Center staff stated they would
check their surveillance camera tapes.
The following real-life events with real
individuals from around the Peterson Complex are to
inform you of crimes, accidents, and events occurring
on base. The following entries are from hundreds
recorded in the Peterson Police Blotter:
**Editor’s note: Although the Space Observer
staff may make light of some blotter entries, the intent
is to call attention to our security and law enforcement
concerns. However, rest assured, our professional
Security Forces treat each incident seriously.
BARRIER BONKER #1 - June 19

Security Forces responded to the North
Gate for a report of a minor accident. The driver
of a van misnegotiated the barriers when she
entered the installation, and struck an
unsuspecting traffic barrier.
BARRIER BONKER #2 - June 19

Security Forces responded to the West Gate
for a report of a minor accident. The driver was
entering the installation when he misnegotiated
the barriers, and stuck another unsuspecting
traffic barrier, a distant relative of the North Gate
victim.
CART CAPER - June 19

Security Forces responded to the Silver
Spruce Golf Course, where an employee stated
she had detained two civilian employees for
taking a golf cart for a joyride through the golf
course. The golf course employee stated that the
two had entered the Pro Shop and asked for a key
to a golf cart. When told they would have to pay
for the cart before they could use it, they left the
Pro Shop. A few moments later, she saw the two
pull out with a cart, heading toward the parking
lot. A golf course employee and some co-workers
stopped the fairway felons, and had them return
to the Pro Shop. The Colorado Springs Police
Department took custody of the golf cart
gangsters.
LONG – AND BENT – ARM OF THE LAW - June 19

Security Forces responded to the
NORAD/U.S. Northern Command Headquarters
for a report of a minor accident. A civilian
contractor was making a delivery to the building,
and followed the vehicle in front of him through
the barrier without stopping. The barrier arm
came down on the cab of his vehicle, causing a
slight bend at the base of drop arm, and a scratch
to the bottom of the pole.
GAME OVER - June 19

Security Forces responded to the Base
Exchange, where a store detective had detained
a military family member for shoplifting a video
game, valued at $9.50. The CSPD responded,
and rewarded the thief with a shoplifting
summons.
PARKING LOT ‘PING’ - June 20

A military member reported to Security
Forces that his green Ford Ranger had been
damaged in the parking lot of Dormitory 590.
Damage to the vehicle consisted of a dent on the
front passenger door. He stated he did not
witness the damage, and does not know who
would have done it.
MOTORHOME MAYHEM - June 20

A civilian reported to Security Forces that he
had been involved in a minor vehicle accident in
the Visitors Center parking lot. As he was backing
his motorhome out of a parking spot, he struck a
sedan owned by a military member. As he
attempted to pull forward, the Nissan’s bumper
remained attached – unfortunately, it remained
attached to the wrong vehicle. Other damage to
the victimized vehicle consisted of a dent to the
right rear quarter panel and a cracked rear
taillight. There was no damage to the land yacht.
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JUST VISITING? - June 21

Security Forces received a report that a
government vehicle was parked in the Visitors
Center parking lot. Security Forces noticed the
vehicles doors were unlocked, and the keys were
inside the vehicle on the center console. Security
Forces secured the vehicle, and transported the
keys to the Security Forces facility.
ASSISTANCE RENDERED - June 21

Security Forces and the Fire Department
were notified of a military aircraft emergency,
when a C-130 crew reported an engine
malfunction. Patrols responded to the flight line.
The response was terminated by the Fire Chief
when the aircraft landed safely.
SKATEBOARD SAFE - June 21

A military family member reported to
Security Forces that another military member had
found a skateboard matching the description of
the one reported missing from the Youth Center.
When the individual was contacted, he informed
Security Forces he had found the skateboard,
and secured it at his residence. Security Forces
returned the renegade roller to its rightful
recipient.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #1 - June 21

Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
American Medical Response services responded
to the West Gate, where a civilian was
complaining of shortness of breath due to being
anemic. AMR personnel transported the
individual to the U.S. Air Force Academy Hospital
for further treatment.
NOT-SO-WIDE-OPEN SPACES – ANOTHER BX
BONKING - JUNE 22

A military family member reported to
Security Forces that she had been involved in a
minor vehicle accident in the BX parking lot. As
she was pulling into a parking space, her car
accidentally struck the left rear quarter panel of a
neighboring Cadillac with the right rear quarter
panel of her car. The Chevy suffered scratches on
the right rear tire well. Crunches to the Caddy
consisted of a cracked left rear taillight, and
scratches and a dent extending the length of the
left rear side quarter panel.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #2 - June 23

Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the North Gate, where two
Security Forces members were complaining of
problems breathing, nausea, and tightness of the
esophagus. The problem appeared to be caused
by the fumes of a passing truck with a
malfunctioning clutch. Patrols located the vehicle
in base housing, and confirmed the fumes were
caused by a mechanical problem. All vehicle
documentation was current. AMR personnel
transported the individuals to Memorial Hospital
for further treatment.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #3 - June 23

Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the West Gate, where a
military member was complaining of shortness of
breath and chest pains. Bioenvironmental
checked the quality of air at the North and West
Gates, and found no dangerous toxin levels.
AMR personnel transported the individual to
Memorial Hospital for further treatment.
NUMBSKULL NUKE? - June 23

Security Forces responded to the TriCare
Service Center, to a report of a hostile customer.
Seems a retired military member was angry
because of a misunderstanding with the office
staff, and had verbally threatened two employees.
The individual said if an appointment not
scheduled by tomorrow, he would bring a nuclear
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bomb. The employees felt very threatened by the
malcontent customer’s tone.
FENCE FABRIC FIDDLED WITH? - June 23

While conducting a foot patrol, a Military
Working Dog team found the northeast perimeter
fence adjacent to Army Space Command
Headquarters damaged.
EXPIRED BADGES, WIRED SUSPECTS, BAGS
BAGGED - June 23

Security Forces requested a check of a
vehicle at the intersection of Stewart Avenue and
Paine Street due to an expired license plate. The
driver was also in possession of an expired
contractor’s badge, and the check revealed an
active missing report filed by CSPD. Further
observation revealed a green leafy substance
with a small amount of seeds in the ashtray. A
search also revealed multiple empty plastic bags
inside her purse. At about the same time, another
individual was seen walking from the Base
Commissary. The second subject identified
himself as the brother of the vehicle driver, and
produced an expired dependent ID. An Officer
Safety search of the second individual revealed a
bag of a green leafy substance, and a homerolled “cigarette” inside a hidden pocket of his
jacket. CSPD detained the driver on a Missing
Report Warrant, and her brother on possible
possession of a controlled substance. The
dependent ID card, Contractor Badge, and a
Restricted Area Badge were confiscated.
CLASSIFIED CLUMSINESS - June 23

During routine patrol, Security Forces found
a Classified message was left unsecured in a
room at NORAD/U.S. Northern Command
Headquarters. The confidential correspondence
was secured in the Security Forces safe.
PARKING LOT ‘PING’ #2 - June 24

A military member reported to Security
Forces that her white Honda Prelude had been
damaged while parked in the Dental Clinic
parking lot, suffering a 10-inch by 5-inch dent to
the front left quarter panel.
BACK & BONK #1 - June 24

A military member reported to Security
Forces that she had been involved in a minor
vehicle accident in the parking lot of the Ent
Building. As she was backing her sedan out of a
parking spot, she backed into a pickup owned by
a retired military member. Damage to her
demolition derby entry consisted of a paint
transfer to the left side rear bumper. The parked
pickup sustained of a small dent and a scratch.
Security Forces issued a citation to the backing
bonker for improper backing.
SOFTBALL SCUFFLE - June 24

Security Forces was notified that several
military members had been involved a physical
altercation at the Mountain View Softball Fields.
While watching a softball game, a verbal dispute
occurred with an opposing team. Following the
game, the military members were confronted by
several individuals, who jumped two of them. One
military member immediately called “9-1-1” and
notified CSPD. One military member was
transported by his wife to Evans Army Hospital at
Fort Carson for further treatment. A second
individual was transported to the U.S. Air Force
Academy Hospital for further treatment. Two other
members sustained bruises and abrasions but
refused medical treatment.
SLOSHED SUSPECT - June 24

Security Forces detained a military member
at the West Gate. The driver was nervous, and
was emitting a faint odor of an alcoholic beverage.
Officers initiated Field Sobriety Maneuvers, which
the suspect had problems following. The imbibing
imbecile was transported to USAFA Hospital for
alcohol content blood analysis, and charged with
driving while under the influence.
BACK & BONK #2 - June 25

A retired militar y member repor ted to
– See Blotter, Page 13
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This Week
Today
 Air Force Space Command
Family Day
 Play Group, 10:30a.m.-noon,
at the Youth Center

Independence Day
 Closed: Aquatics Center, Auto
Skills Center, Bowling Alley,
Child Development Center,
Community Activities Center,
Enlisted Club, Family Child Care
Office, Library, Officers’ Club,
Outdoor Recreation, Youth
Center, Aero Club Office (flying
available weather permitting)
 Holiday hours: Aragon
Dining Facility, brunch 6-10
a.m., dinner 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.,
carry out 8-11 a.m.; Granite Inn,
brunch 6-10 a.m., dinner 11 a.m.5:30 p.m., midnight meal 11
p.m.-12:30 a.m.; Fitness Center,
7 a.m.-6 p.m.
 Golf Course, all facilities open

Saturday
 Youth Center closed

Sunday
 Youth Center closed
 Sunday Brunch, 10 a.m.-1:30
p.m., at the Officers’ Club.

Monday
 Family members of deployed
personnel may use the golf
simulator at the golf course free
Mondays-Fridays.

Tuesday
 Sponsorship Training, 7:308:30 a.m., at the Family Support
Center.

Wednesday
 Applying for federal service,
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Family
Support Center.
 All you can eat Chicken buffet,
5-7 p.m., at the Enlisted Club.

Helpful Numbers
 Family Advocacy 556-8943
 Education Center 556-4064
 Library 556-7462
 Community Center 556-7671
 Aquatics Center 556-4608
 Fitness Center 556-4462
 Officers' Club 556-4181
 Enlisted Club 556-4194
 Youth Center 556-7220
 Family Support 556-6141
 Red Cross 556-9201
 Outdoor Recreation 556-4487
 Golf Course 556-7810

Flying ATWIND in July
Around the World in Ninety Days,
a game designed to encourage the
military community to participate in
Services activities, is in full swing at
Peterson Air Force Base.
The base library serves as
computer headquarters for ATWIND.
Participants without home computers
may log on and enter game pieces on the
library’s computers, or they can
telephone in game pieces. For more
information, visit the ATWIND Web site
at www.atwind.com or call the toll-free
hotline at 1-888-597-9960.

piece.

Fitness and Sports Center, 556-4462.

Bowling Center, 556-4607.

Take the Spinning Class at 12:15 p.m. on
Wednesdays and get one game piece.
Take the Aerobics Class at 12 p.m. on
Wednesdays and get one game piece.
Use the Fitness Center on Fridays and get
one game piece.
Do the July 11 5K Fun Run at CMAFS and
get one game piece.
Participate in the July 18 5K/10K Fun Run
and get one game piece.
Participate in an intramural sport and get
one game piece.

Bowl on Tuesdays or Saturdays and get
one game piece each day.
Purchase food at the snack bar on
Thursday and get one game piece.

Community Activities Center, 556-7671.
Make a purchase on Wednesdays and get
one game piece.

Enlisted Club, 556-4194.
Play Quick Shot Bingo every Tuesday and
get a game piece.
Each person and their guest attending the
Wednesday night family buffet gets a game piece.
Have lunch at the E-Club on Thursdays
and get a game piece.
Anyone eating Mongolian barbecue at the
club gets a game piece.
Each club member and their spouse at the
Friday evening social hour gets a game piece.
Join the Enlisted Club and get a game
piece.
Sign up a new E-Club member and get a
game piece for yourself.

ATWIND activities in July
Aero Club, 556-4310.
Join the Aero Club and get one game
piece.
Existing members who sign up a new Aero
Club member earn one game piece.
Complete an orientation flight or an
Introduction to Flying session and get one game
piece.

Family Child Care, 556-4322.

Use the Aquatics Center on Sundays and
get one game piece.
Take the water aerobics at 6:30 p.m. on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday and get a game
piece each day.
Purchase a swim pass and get one game
piece.
Register for and complete a swim session
and get one game piece.

Participation in Family Child Care
program by providing child care in the home
earns one game piece per week per adult
participant.
Attend the monthly meeting of the
Involved Parent Group and get one game piece.
Individuals who complete all requirements
through initial orientation to become a Family
Child Care provider earn three game pieces. If
recruited by an existing provider, that provider
earns one game piece.

Auto Skills Center, 556-4481.

Family Support Center, 556-6141.

Use the Auto Skills Center on Mondays
and get one game piece.
Complete your first-time Auto Skills
Center orientation (safety briefing) any day of the
week and get one game piece.
Enroll and complete any one of our three
welding classes and get one game piece. Call the
Auto Skills Center to inquire about specific dates
and times.
Register your car for sale in the Auto Skills
Center’s Used Car Corner and get one game

Get one game piece for attending an FSC
class, meeting with a consultant/specialist or
using the resource room. Classes include:
Applying for Federal Service; Bundles for
Babies;
Career
Marketing
Strategies;
CSB/Redux; First Term Airman’s Training; Interviewing Skills Class; Job Orientation; Medical
Records Review; Pre-Sep Brief; Readiness
Briefing; Resume Review; Small Business
Seminar; Sponsorship Training; Uniserv TSP;
TAP Seminar.

Aquatics Center, 556-4608.

Library, 556-7462.
On Tuesdays, use the Internet on the
library’s computers and get one game piece.
On Wednesdays, attend storytime at 10:15
a.m. and get one game piece.
On Thursdays, check out library materials
and get one game piece.

Officers’ Club, 556-4181.
Have lunch at the O’Club on Mondays and
get one game piece. Bring your family, boss,
spouse, or co-worker to lunch. Each paying
customer gets one game piece.

Outdoor Recreation, 556-4867.
Rent a camping package on Fridays and
get one game piece.

Silver Spruce Golf Course, 556-7414.
For every Super Saver Range Card
purchased in July, get two ATWIND game pieces.

Teen Center/Youth Center, 556-7220.
Become a Youth Center member or renew
your membership and get one game piece.
Attend a Teen Adventure Camp and
receive one game piece.
Participate in any organized youth
activities sports program and earn one game
piece.
Attend Teen Supreme Keystone Club or
Teen Council meetings and earn one game piece
per meeting.
Participate in any teen activity and get one
game piece.

(Courtesy of
Squadron Marketing)

21st

Services

ARAGON DINING FACILITY MENU
Today

Friday

Sunday

Saturday

Lunch:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Brunch:

Brunch:

Liver with Onions
Orange Spiced Pork
Chop
Tempura Fried Fish
Broccoli
Peas and Carrots
Steamed Rice
Rissole Potatoes

Beef Corn Pie
Seafood Newburg
Veal Paprika Steaks
Mustard Greens
Harvard Beets
Potatoes
Pea and Pepper Rice

Yankee Pot Roast
Simmered Corned
Beef
Pineapple Chicken
Fried Cabbage
Carrots
Mashed Potatoes
Black-Eyed Peas

Creole Shrimp
Savory Baked Chicken
Swedish Meatballs
Asparagus
Creamed Corn
Squash
Baked Potatoes
Noodles Jefferson

Cantonese Spareribs
Mustard Chicken
Oven-Fried Fish
Broccoli Combo
County-Style Tomatoes
Peas
Macaroni and Cheese
Boiled Egg Noodles
Sweet Potatoes

Dinner:

Monday

Pepper Steak
Lunch:
Mr. Z's Baked Chicken
Ginger Pot Roast
Baked Stuff Fish
Pot Roast
Mixed Vegetables
Roast Loin of Pork
Green Beans
Cauliflower Combo
Steamed Rice
Green Beans w/
Mashed Potatoes
Mushrooms
Oven-Browned
Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Tuesday

Wednesday

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Chili Mac
Southern Fried
Chicken
Beef Cannelloni
French-Style Peas
Glazed Carrots
Mashed Potatoes
Squash

Salmon Cakes
Teriyaki Chicken
Veal Parmesan
Fried Cabbage
Succotash
Parsley Buttered
Potatoes
Filipino Rice

Country Captain
Chicken
Turkey A La King
Meatloaf
Mustard Greens
Okra and Tomato
Gumbo
Steamed Rice
Mashed Potatoes

Sauerbraten
Grilled Bratwurst
Jaegerschnitzel
(Veal)
Cauliflower
Harvard Beets
Spinach Salad
Potatoes Au Gratin
Sauerkraut

Barbecued
Spareribs
Lemon Herbed
Chicken
Stuffed Pork
Chops
Cauliflower Combo
Mexican Corn
Steamed Rice
Scalloped
Potatoes

www.peterson.af.mil

News
ner panel was pushed in, and it was dented on
the right rear quarter panel. Security Forces
issued a citation to the Jeep jockey for improper
backing.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #4 - June 25

– From Page 9

Security Forces that he had been involved in
aminor vehicle accident in the Commissary parking lot. As he was backing his Jeep out of a parking spot, he bonked a BMW that was pulling in.
The Jeep suffered no damage. The bonked
Beemer sustained several small scratches on the
right rear bumper, the bottom part of the rear cor-

Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the Fitness Center, where a
military member was who was complaining of a
twisted ankle. AMR personnel transported the
individual to Memorial Hospital for further treatment.
BARRIER BONKER #3 - June 25

Security Forces responded to the West Gate
for a report of a minor accident. The driver of a
Dodge Ram pickup was coming onto the installa-
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tion when she misnegotiated going through the
barriers, and the Ram lived up to its name and
rammed a traffic barrier, causing a gouge on the
right side of vehicle, a scratch on the right rear
door, and a scratch on the right side of the truck
bed. There was no damage to the traffic barrier.
ALARMING TRENDS CONTINUE:

In addition to these entries, there continue to
be too many preventable alarm activations on
base. Among those noted by Security Forces this
week were more involving doors that were
improperly held open, and people not using proper procedures when entering or exiting facilities.
** If you have any information on a crime, report
it to Security Forces at 556-4000.

WELCOME TO THE AIR FORCE
And that’s just the beginning. Once you enlist, you’ll also receive a
good starting salary with regular pay raises, tax-free housing and food
allowances. Not to mention opportunities for higher education and full
retirement benefits after 20 years of service. Visit our Web site at
AIRFORCE.COM or call 1-800-423-USAF.

CROSS INTO THE BLUE
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Nearly half a century of service
By Master Sgt. Gary Carpenter
NORAD/USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

When Beverly Crockett starting working for
what would eventually become North American
Aerospace Defense Command, she was an editorial
typist making less than $3,000 a year.
In May 1957, talk of Soviet intercontinental ballistic missiles and long-range bombers was in its infancy. In fact, the launch of Sputnik was still five months
away.
What there was of Peterson Air Force Base was
known as Pete Field in those days. The real hub for air
defense operations for North America was at Ent AFB
in Colorado Springs, now home to the U.S. Olympic
Training Center.
Crockett, whose original plan was to work only
long enough to earn money for college, retired from
civil service June 20, ending a 46-year career that
began in Continental Air Defense Command, the forerunner to NORAD. Her last position was executive
secretary to NORAD’s director of plans, a job she held
for 17 years.
More than 300 family members, friends, and coworkers attended her retirement ceremony at the
Peterson Officers’ Club. Gen. Ralph E. “Ed” Eberhart,
Commander in Chief NORAD, and Commander, U.S.
Northern Command, officiated.
Eberhart is the last of many NORAD commanders and senior officials Crockett has seen come and go
over the years. By her own count, she was “an assistant
to 22 American and Canadian general officers, about
nine colonels, one major, and one civilian.”
She worked with veterans of World War II through
the first conflict in the Persian Gulf. But no matter what
era it was, Crockett said she was always impressed with
the quality of the men and women who served.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Lawrence Holmes

Gen. Ralph E. “Ed” Eberhart, Commander in Chief
NORAD, and Commander, U.S. Northern
Command, speaks at Beverly Crockett’s (right)
retirement ceremony June 20. Crockett had 46
years of civil service.

The people weren’t the only thing to change over
the years. The 21st-century design and technology of
the NORAD/NORTHCOM headquarters building are
far-removed from the 1950s environment at Ent.
“We worked in World War II barracks at Ent,” she
said. “They were always cold in the winter and hot in
summer. We did tedious word processing on early versions of the electronic typewriter. A secretary’s job
may have changed over the years, but we’re still busy.
“During the early years, promotion opportunities
were rare, and civilian jobs were classified two to three
grades lower than present day,” Crockett said.

Despite all the differences, the years brought a lot
of good times. “I was always enthusiastic about my
work,” she said.
And there was always plenty to do away from the
office. The promotion parties, changes of command,
Canada Day celebrations, anniversary celebrations,
holiday parties, happy hours, and pot-lucks were
always a good time, said Crockett, who recently helped
cut the cake at NORAD’s 45th anniversary ball. She
said she’s going to miss “the camaraderie, day-to-day
association with staff members and Canadians.”
Although she’s retired, Crockett has plenty to
keep her busy.
“Over the years, we’ve accumulated volumes of
historical material on family, church, and local rural
history, which wait to be finalized,” she said. “Both
sets of grandparents and other Eastern European
immigrants established a congregation and completed
a Russian Orthodox Church north of Calhan in 1905.
It became an historical site. About 1935, a new church
was built nearby. The history must be finished before
the 100th celebration in August 2005.”
She also plans to spend more time with her husband, Davy, and work several days a week on the family ranches east of Colorado Springs. But the past 46
years will never be very far from her memory.
“I was proud to be a member of the NORAD/(Air
Defense Command) staff,” said Crockett. “I made many
friends from our country and Canada. I’ve seen NORAD
established and the Mountain (Cheyenne Mountain Air
Force Station) completed with technology of the ’50s
and ’60s, yet, it remains an architectural masterpiece.
“We’ve met the changing threat through modern
technology, especially the installation of satellites in
space. NORAD is indeed an example to the world –
two great nations working together for the common
defense of their homelands.”
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21st SCS edges out 21st CES in intramural soccer
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By Staff Sgt. Shane Sharp
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photos by Stacey Hirst

The
21st
Space
Communications Squadron beat
the 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
4-2 during intramural soccer
action Tuesday.
The win gave the 21st SCS
team a 10-2 record for the season,
tied for first place.
The game is one of the last
games of the season which ends
this week.
Playoffs will begin Tuesday
to decide which team will be
crowned base champions for the
2003 season.

Above:
Lonnie
Gann (near left),
21st SCS soccer
team, presses forward
as
Jose
Hernandez-Salano
(right), 21st CES
soccer team, races
forward to defend.
Right:
Tim
Rademacher (left),
21st SCS, dribbles
down
the
field
trailed by defender
Daniel Morris, 21st
CES.

Lance Willoughby, 21st SCS soccer team, competes for the ball against
a CE defender.
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Commentary

What goes TDY, stays TDY – NOT!
By Staff Sgt. Jennifer Gregoire
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE,
Alaska — I am not the temporary duty
police. Or I wasn’t until January when I
witnessed a senior airman lick a lieutenant colonel’s neck as she prepared to
down a tequila shot. After the shot, she
promptly sucked the lime from the officer’s mouth.
Not only did the officer allow this
to happen, so did every temporary dutyclassmate of mine at the table, including
a major and a chief master sergeant.
I expect a lot from senior NCOs
and officers — and to see both ignore
such a blatant disregard for rules disgusts me. Maybe these are the people
who keep the saying “what goes TDY,
stays TDY” alive.
I was at a one-week training
course at Maxwell AFB, Ala., and
joined some of my classmates at the bar
that Wednesday night.
I was mortified after watching the

shot incident — I kept thinking someone higher ranking would say something. No one did. As the shots continued, the crowd dwindled.
I talked to the airman briefly, in
private, when the lieutenant colonel
excused himself from the table. I then
asked her how much alcohol she had to
drink, if she was aware of what she was
doing — and how it looked. I then asked
her if she knew where I was going with
this conversation — she said “Yes.”
Apparently, she didn’t. When the
lieutenant colonel returned, she did
another shot off of him, and I realized I
hadn’t been blunt enough.
When the airman began touching
the officer inappropriately, I reached my
breaking point and out of my mouth
came:
“If you’ve found what you’re looking for … I suggest the two of you retire
for the evening.”
I asked the senior airman, “Are
you still thinking about re-enlisting? If
you are, I suggest you reconsider.”

“I’m reconsidering it now,” she
said.
“Good, because I don’t want you
in my Air Force, and Sir, with all due
respect, that goes for you too.”
The lieutenant colonel said he was
sorry he offended me, but since I said
something to him and the airman, he
told me I had better say something to the
chief and the staff sergeant who were
also at our table.
I was stunned. Instead of admitting what he did was wrong, he tried to
deflect the situation to people who had
been talking during the evening — nothing more.
The lack of integrity of everyone
involved made me question why I reenlisted just two weeks prior. Why was
a staff sergeant with seven years of service — in the midst of officers and senior
NCOs — the one enforcing standards?
Why would I or should I respect
anyone who ignores inappropriate
behavior contradictory to our Uniform
Code of Military Justice?

I wonder how the “bystanders”
would have felt if the Air Force Chief of
Staff or the Chief Master Sergeant of the
Air Force walked in and corrected the
behavior for them?
I hate when my intelligence and
my authority as an NCO are insulted. If
you don’t like being corrected by a subordinate, or dealing with the consequences of your actions — you should
not be doing it in the first place. If you
don’t have the guts or pride in the Air
Force values to correct people, you
should consider another profession.
Everyone talks about having
integrity — it’s one of our Core Values
— but that doesn’t mean everyone who
wears a uniform has it.
I reported the incident to my
instructor and the course director,
prompting an investigation. No matter
what the outcome, I’m glad I had the
guts to do what was right. If that makes
me the TDY police, so be it.
(Courtesy of Pacific Air Forces
News Service)

