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From the top

Raising the standard: Enlisted dormitories
By Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force
Gerald R. Murray
The ultimate source of combat capability resides
in the men and women of the Air Force and our junior
enlisted personnel are the foundation of that capability. Highly educated and motivated, our enlisted force
today is the best in the world. How we take care of,
mentor, and lead this force is inextricably linked to
readiness, recruitment, and retention.
For our unaccompanied airmen, Air Force dormitories and how we manage them are critical to their
development process. The Secretary of the Air Force,
Dr. James Roche, Chief of Staff of the Air Force, Gen.
John Jumper, and I are dedicated to ensuring we provide a high-quality unaccompanied living environment that balances the needs of our airmen with the
needs of the Air Force.
The Air Force has good dormitories, and we are
making them better. We recently updated the oneplus-one dormitory standard to a new “Dorms-4Airmen” standard. The previous standard provided
each airman an 11-square meter room with a shared
kitchen and a shared bathroom. The new standard provides a larger private room (up to 17 square meters),
a private bathroom, and four airmen will share a larger common kitchen/living area. This new standard is
a clear improvement for our airmen. It provides more
privacy while increasing social interaction in a larger,
better-equipped common area. The Air Force has

included 1 billion dollars in the current President’s
budget to build new dormitories to this standard. This
clearly shows our commitment to improving unaccompanied living standards.
Besides improving the physical standards of the
dormitories, we’re also changing the policy that
determines who is required to live in them. In the
past, all unaccompanied airman in the ranks of airman basic through senior airman were required to
live in the dormitories. The new policy will only
require our airman basic through airman first class
and those senior airmen with less than three years of
service to reside in the dormitories. In the future senior airmen and above with more than three years of
service will be allowed to live off-base, with some
variations based on local housing availability and
unique circumstances. Implementation guidance will
be forthcoming that will provide timelines and
details. This approach better reflects the maturity
level and quality of our junior enlisted force without
jeopardizing the mission or our leadership focus on
our newest airmen.
How we manage the airmen living in the dormitories is perhaps the most important aspect of our dormitory issue. We often hear that we should allow
most airmen to move off base and treat our dormitories the same way we treat base housing. Those who
share this opinion often base it on the belief that if
they are old enough to go to war and die for their
country, then they are old enough to live in privacy.

We disagree. We do not simply send these
young airmen off to do battle. They are led into battle.
Someday they may be called upon to lead our future
airmen into battle, and it’s essential that they be
trained properly from the start. This development and
training extends into their private lives and living
quarters. An Air Expeditionary Force requires trained
warriors and leaders of warriors, and it is the first
three years of an airman’s career that are the most critical in shaping these future NCOs.
We rely heavily on Commanders, Command
Chiefs, First Sergeants, Supervisors, and other senior
leaders to help shape our future enlisted force. The
importance of leadership involvement in our airmen’s
lives cannot be overstated – it’s critical to providing
the needed mentoring and leadership in our dormitories.
That is why we’ve mandated that we continue
the current policy of unit integrity to ensure accountable leadership in each of our dormitories, quicker
recall response times, esprit-de-corps, and buddy-care
among airmen who live and work together.
Secretary Roche, Gen. Jumper, and I remain
dedicated to ensuring our dormitories are well maintained and well managed. These policy changes
improve the living environment, enable us to better
mentor and develop new airmen during their early
years, and reinforce our focus on unit integrity in our
approach to dormitory life. Thank you for your continued dedication to our great nation.

Action Line
Submitting
Action Lines
The Action Line is your direct
link to the 21st Space Wing
Commander. We suggest you first try
to resolve problems at the lowest
level possible — with the person or
activity, and then follow the chain of
command.
Though it’s not required, we
ask that you leave your name and
phone number so we can get back to
you for clarifications, or if your
response isn’t printed. If you can’t
get satisfactory results, call 5567777. Or you can fax your question
to 556-7848.

Sports Day cheers
Question: I just want to pass

on my appreciation and thanks
for the Sports Day event June 11.
The volunteers were exceptional!
In their labors, both military and
commercial sponsors made the
event noteworthy! Lastly, I want
to thank base senior leadership
for authorizing the course and full
range of activities. It allowed all of
us to see how much of a community we are, both at work and at
play.
Answer: We also wish to
thank the many volunteers and participants who helped make Sports
Day a great success – totally due to
the dedication of many volunteers
and their thorough planning. It truly
was a Team Pete event – great purpose, great support, great results.
Team Pete rocks!
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Look at that lawn
Left to right, Dan Urestia, Housing Inspector, and Lt. Col. David McCormick,
21st Civil Engineer Squadron Commander, present 1st Lt. Damon Wille, 2nd
Space Operations Squadron, and his wife, Karen, with prize coupons for winning yard of the month for officer housing for the month of June.
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 July 10, 1965 – Scoring the first
U.S. Air Force air-to-air combat victory in Southeast Asia, two F-4C aircrews of the 45th Tactical Fighter
Squadron down two communist MiG17 jet fighters over North Vietnam.
 July 11, 1972 – The U.S. Air
Force launches a giant 962-foot-tall
balloon system in support of NASA's
Viking Project for landing an
unmanned spacecraft on Mars in
1976.
 July 15, 1961 – The first
Minuteman I missile wing was activated at Malmstrom AFB, Mont.
 July 16, 1971 – Jeanne M. Holm,
director of Women in the Air Force,
becomes the first woman promoted to
brigadier general.
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Cheyenne Mountain gets new commander
By Tech. Sgt.
Gino Mattorano
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Col. David A. Adams
assumed command of the 721st
Mission Support Group in a
change of command ceremony
July 2.
Adams replaces Col.
Benjamin F. Osler, who is on
his way to Yongsan Post,
Korea, where he will be the
Deputy Assistant Chief of
Staff, C6, Combined Forces
Command, and Assistant Chief
of Staff, J6, Headquarters
United States Forces Korea.
Coincidentally, this is the same
headquarters from which Col.
Adams last served.
Prior to his assignment in
Korea, Adams was the Chief,
Information
Technology
Interoperability and Cost
Methodology Division, at the
Headquarters
SAF/SCTC,
Pentagon, Washington. His
most recent group-level leadership position was as the
Deputy Commander, 76th
Support Group, Kelly Air

Force Base, Texas, from April
2000 until April 2002.
Adams is looking forward to the challenges his new
position will bring.
“It’s an honor to serve in
our military and it is indeed a
greater honor to serve as one of
its unit commanders,” said
Adams. “Since its establishment in 1981, this Support
Group has developed a great
legacy in meeting the specified
tasks and missions levied by
our nation’s leaders. I appreciate Brig. Gen. (Duane) Deal’s
trust and confidence in my
selection to lead this group.
Susan and I thank Brig. Gen.
Deal, Col. Osler and his lovely
wife Pandora, and the men and
women of the mountain for the
wonderful, warm reception
they provided us upon our
arrival. This is our first assignment to this area and we both
look forward to the mission,
the people, and the outstanding
array of activities Colorado has
to offer.”
As the new commander,
Adams has established goals to

continue the group’s tradition
of excellence.
“First and foremost, we
need to continue our exceptional quality service and support to the Cheyenne Mountain
Operations Center,” said
Adams. “Second, we need to
ensure quality-of-life enhancements are properly addressed
and provided as appropriate to
the men and women of the
mountain. And finally, we
need to continue the requirements gathering, facilities
planning, systems engineering,
architecture development, and
budget preparations for the
security, infrastructure operations and maintenance, and
communications and computer
systems sustainment and testing in the future.”
Adams’ initial impressions of the group are all
thumbs up.
“I see rock-solid quality
service support,” said Adams.
“The more I dig, the more I
find excellence in service
delivery approaches across the
board. These folks are proud
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Brig. Gen. Duane Deal, 21st Space Wing Commander, passes
the 721st Mission Support Group guidon to Col. David
Adams, new 721st MSG Commander, during the group’s
change-of-command ceremony July 2 at Cheyenne Mountain
Air Force Station’s Mountain Man Park.

of who they serve, how they
serve, and why they serve.”
A 1981 distinguished
graduate of the University of
Minnesota, in Duluth, Adams
has a master’s degree in strategic studies from Air University,
Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.,
and is a 1999 graduate of the

Air War College.
His decorations include
the Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, Air Force
Meritorious Service Medal
with five oak leaf clusters, and
the Air Force Commendation
Medal with one oak leaf
cluster.

Free to good home
Retiring Security Forces canine needs a place to call his own
By Staff Sgt. Melanie Epperson
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

After nine years of military service, Rudy, an 11year-old German shepherd military working dog, is
retiring, but just where will he go? Hopefully, this
hard-working canine will be the first-ever from
Peterson Air Force Base to find a home on the Front
Range.
“About two years ago, Congress passed a law
that required us to put retiring working dogs up for
adoption instead of euthanizing them,” said Tech. Sgt.
Mark Dedrick, NCO In Charge, Military Working Dog
Section. “The dog has to meet certain criteria to be
eligible for adoption though, and it’s a long road to
approval.”
To qualify for adoption, Rudy performed three
controlled scenarios. These were video taped and sent
to Lackland AFB, Texas, where an animal behavioral
psychologist viewed them to determine if Rudy
responded well enough to adjust to civilian life.
“These were all done away from training areas
with people other than his normal handler, who were
dressed in civilian clothes,” said Tech. Sgt. Richard
VanWinkle, 21st Security Forces Squadron Training
Supervisor.
These precautions were necessary to ensure
Rudy was completely out of the working environment.
For the first test, VanWinkle said, Rudy watched
his “new owner” getting yelled at by a disgruntled
neighbor. In the simulation, the neighbor had to berate
the handler for a full 90 seconds while waving his
hands around in aggressive motions to see what
Rudy’s response would be.
“Rudy actually laid down,” VanWinkle said. “It
was totally opposite of what we expected to see.”
In the second test, Rudy was given a command to
attack, with no follow-up commands. He went for the
wrapped arm of the simulated assailant, but released it
quickly when no other commands were given.
“For the third test, the protective equipment usu-

ally worn by the simulated assailant was placed on the
ground between Rudy and the assailant instead, to see
which one he would attack,” VanWinkle said. “On the
attack command, Rudy went for the protective equipment, not the person. This means he can separate
work from play and has the temperament for adoption.”
With all tests complete, the psychologist at
Lackland reviewed the tapes and deemed Rudy suitable for adoption.
“According to public law, anyone in law enforcement, a former dog handler, or anyone who can reasonably handle the dog can adopt him,” VanWinkle
said.
“The ideal person would be a police officer, or
former dog handler or kennel master,” Dedrick said.
“But, the process is open to anyone who feels they can
handle the dog.”
DoD regulations require applicants have a
fenced in yard of at least 200 square feet and provide
adequate shelter and veterinary care, but there are
also other factors to consider.
“Rudy is not good with small children,”
VanWinkle added. “Older kids should be fine, but
only if they’re not afraid of dogs.”
According to VanWinkle, working dogs can
sense fear and will respond to it. Any household
where even one person is afraid, nervous, or apprehensive will not be a good home for Rudy.
“Rudy is very lovable, but he is trained to
attack,” VanWinkle added. “During the adoption
process, interested people will be briefed on commands not to give.”
In order to adopt Rudy, interested people must
first fill out a two-page application. After that, strong
candidates move on to the interview process.
“We ask about things like other pets, experience
with dominant dogs, and what their intentions are
after they adopt Rudy,” VanWinkle said.
Potential adoptive owners are also required to
watch a video tape of what trained military working
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While giving Rudy a scratch behind the ears, Staff
Sgt. Bruce Estep, 21st Security Forces Squadron
Military Working Dog Handler, shows off the
friendly disposition of this happy hound.

dogs are capable of; then they must sign a covenant
stating they accept all responsibility for the dog and
his care.
“Rudy is friendly and mellow,” said Dedrick.
“He’s a great dog, and he’s served his country well. He
needs someone to love him.”
Rudy has served faithfully by supporting the
Secret Service, the Department of State, the United
Nations, and by protecting America’s troops both here
and at other deployed locations like Saudi Arabia.
According to VanWinkle, Rudy has a great attitude, but adoptive owners must remember that he is a
highly trained military working dog.
For more information about Rudy or the adoption process, call Dedrick at 556-7333.
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Deputy Fire Chief named Best in Air Force
By Senior Airman
Susan Mrowiec
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

She was Peterson’s first female
firefighter, and now, the base deputy
fire chief marks another milestone as
the first woman to be named Air Force
Civilian Fire Officer of the Year.
Cindy R. Litteral has been a part
of the Peterson community since
1978. She arrived as an airman basic,
and eventually turned her focus to a
career in civil service. Her contributions will be recognized during a ceremony scheduled for Aug. 27 at the
Department of Defense Fire and
Emergency
Services
Training
Conference and awards banquet in
Dallas.
Litteral said surrounding herself
with successful people as well as her
ability to recognize and act upon a
good idea were key to her accomplishment.
“It’s important to recognize the
dedication of female firefighters not
just because it’s time, but because it’s
earned,” said Litteral.
Chief Master Sgt. Rodney E.
Coleman, Peterson Air Force Base
Fire Chief described Litteral as being
a virtual “ball of fire, who’s really in
tune with the mission of fire protection.” He added that she serves as a
“highly visible example for the air-

man, noncommissioned officers, and
civilians in the fire station, as well as
providing leadership within the community.”
Litteral readily acknowledged
those who helped her along her climb
up the station ladder.
“Without the guys, I couldn’t
have done it,” she said. Several of “the
guys” will be in Dallas to cheer her on
during the award presentation.
Peterson’s fire station color guard
will also join Litteral in Dallas.
Litteral started the station’s color guard
hoping to instill in the junior firefighters a sense of “why we’re here, what
we’ve learned, and where we’re going
in firefighting,” she said. Each day a
halyard is passed between the airmen
to decide who will help the color guard
with the day’s flag ceremonies.
“Everyone gets to participate,”
said Litteral. “Now the team performs
in formal flag ceremonies in the community,” added Coleman.
According to Coleman, this and
many other examples of Litteral’s hard
work and dedication helped make her
the best civilian Fire Officer in the Air
Force.
The Fire Protection Motto
describes a firefighter as one who has
the “desire to serve, ability to perform,
and the courage to act.”
“[Litteral] pretty much epitomizes that,” said Coleman.

Photo by Joe Fischer

Cindy Litteral, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron Fire Department Deputy Fire Chief,
speaks during the Peterson Fire Department’s flagpole memorial dedication.
Litteral was recently named the Air Force’s Civilian Fire Officer of the Year for
2002.
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Village East
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No Rent Until
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USERRA guarantees Reservists and
Guardsmen right to re-employment
By Capt. Andrew Dunnaville
21st Space Wing Legal Office

The Uniformed Services
Employment and Re-employment
Rights Act protects Reservists,
National Guardsmen serving under
federal orders, and other service
members from losing their civilian
jobs due to activation, deployment,
or call to military service. The law
requires civilian employers to provide prompt re-employment to
troops returning from military
service.
Service members who qualify
for USERRA must be given the
same or similar job they held
before being called to active duty.
Service members re-employed
under USERRA are also entitled to
the seniority, rights, and benefits
they had on the date they reported
for military service, plus additional
benefits they would have attained if
they
remained
employed.
Servicemen may also be entitled to
continuing health coverage by their
civilian employer for up to 18
months, as well as continuing pension benefits.
USERRA offers civilian
employment protection for all
forms of duty, including deployments, absences from work for
training, fitness examinations,

funeral honors, or duties performed
in response to a disaster. USERRA
also applies to voluntary assignments.
All civilian employers are
required to follow USERRA’s
requirements.
In order to qualify for USERRA, employees should give their
employers 30 days written notice
prior to beginning military service,
if possible. Service members performing 31 to 180 days of military
service must provide their employer with an application for reemployment no later than 14 days
after the completion of military
service. Those returning from 181
days or more of service have 90
days to complete an application for
re-employment.
Not all members may be able
to be re-employed by their civilian
bosses after returning from military
service.
National Guardsmen
called to duty under Title 32 (state)
orders are not protected by USERRA, but may be protected under
state law.
Members discharged under a
punitive discharge, or under other
than honorable conditions are not
entitled to the protections of
USERRA. USERRA does not
apply to temporary workers, or
those on the job for a short amount

of time.
Employers are not
required to re-employ service
members if re-employment is
impossible, unreasonable, or causes undue hardship on the company.
If an employer does not provide appropriate employment positions or benefits under USERRA,
or is about to fail or refuse to comply with USERRA, a number of
agencies can help.
After communicating with
your military chain of command,
the first step in resolving any
USERRA complaint should be to
contact the National Committee for
Employer Support of the Guard
and Reserve. The EGSR provides
trained
volunteers
and
Ombudsmen to respond to
inquiries and conflicts under
USERRA. The EGSR also assists
in settling claims employeremployee conflicts. To contact the
EGSR, call 800-336-4590.
The Department of Labor
also provides assistance on USERRA issues through the Veterans’
Employment and Training Service.
Their Web site is located at
www.dol.gov/vets/welcome.html.
Peterson legal assistance
attorneys can also answer questions
regarding USERRA. To make an
appointment with the base legal
office, call 556-4871.

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, July 10,

AAFES waiting
on uniform fabric
DALLAS, Texas — Delays in getting certified fabric have backed up production of selected
Air Force and Army optional uniforms.
Those items include Air Force
polyester/wool blend shirts and blouses, polyester
slacks and skirts, mess dress uniforms and officer
service coats sold through the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service. The shortages are expected to
continue through fall, AAFES officials said.
Lengthened delivery times on certified fabrics have caused the shortage. Burlington
Industries, the sole certified manufacturer of nearly every fabric used in military uniforms, has been
reorganizing under Chapter 11 during the past year.
As part of their reorganization plan, they
have become a “made-to-order” supplier, causing
fabric-delivery times to increase from five-to-six
weeks to six months or more. There is now a fourto-five month gap in the pipeline, officials said.
Uniforms produced by Army and Air Forcecertified manufacturers with certified fabrics are
the only uniforms sold in military clothing sales
stores. AAFES is not authorized to use other fabrics or purchase optional uniforms from companies that do not meet approved supplier requirements, AAFES officials said.
AAFES officials continue to work with the
Air Force and Army clothing and textile offices
to find additional manufacturers to supply certified fabric, officials said. In the meantime, military clothing sales store workers are moving
merchandise to different stores to meet the
immediate needs of military members.
(Courtesy of AAFES)
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One-stop shopping for U.S. defense
By Master Sgt. Austin Carter
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

America’s newest military command is patterned on a simple retail
concept that has been around for years
— everything people need in one convenient place.
U.S. Northern Command people
find the term “one stop shopping” useful to explain their mission, but that is
where the resemblance to the corner
mini-mart ends. They are not there to
sell snack cakes at 3 a.m. They are there
to defend the country.
The Command, conceived in the
aftermath of 9/11, has two missions:
homeland defense and military assistance to civil authorities, referred to as
MACA. In simple terms, homeland
security is a concentrated national effort
to counter terrorism in support of a lead
federal agency. Homeland defense is the
military effort to protect America’s sovereignty, and the Department of Defense
is leading the effort.
What it boils down to for the average American is that for the first time,
there is a military command designed to
watch his or her back.
“We’re here to protect the
American people where they live and
work,” said Gen. Ed Eberhart,
Commander of NORTHCOM.
Other combined and unified commands were created after World War II
across geopolitical lines to react to trouble spots around the world. Until two

years ago, most Americans thought the
United States was not vulnerable to foreign attack, except from long-range air
threats.
“We felt that we weren’t in danger
because we were protected by two large
oceans, and two friendly neighbors …”
Eberhart said. “But, on 9/11, we realized that we were threatened, especially
by ‘asymmetrical threats,’ and we needed one command and one commander to
protect against all hazards. What makes
our command a little bit different is that
we’re protecting the crown jewels – our
homeland.”
The deaths of thousands in New
York, Pennsylvania, and Washington on
Sept. 11, 2001, proved that America was
vulnerable to attack, and Americans
vowed not to forget that lesson.
NORTHCOM was activated Oct. 1,
2002, and Eberhart, commander of the
North American Aerospace Defense
Command, and former commander of
Air Force Space Command and U.S.
Space Command, was tapped to lead the
new organization.
So what has that got to do with
one-stop shopping?
Before NORTHCOM, other commands charged with protecting the
homeland overlapped in their responsibilities. No one was designated the lead
agency, and no one command had more
than sporadic commitment to any part of
the homeland-defense mission. There
was a clearer chain of command for the
Indian Ocean than for America. All that

Photo by Staff Sgt. Lawrence Holmes

Gen. Ed Eberhart is the commander of U.S Northern Command. The command is responsible for protecting Americans where they live and work.

has changed now. There is no confusion
on who is protecting America.
“With one-stop shopping, we have
streamlined considerably,” Eberhart
said. “It’s effective and efficient command and control. I would say that we
use our resources much better than we
have in the past. More importantly, you
now have a four-star commander who,
day-in and day-out, focuses on nothing
else than homeland defense and security. In the past, it was one of many missions for other organizations.”

NORTHCOM depends heavily
upon NORAD for protection of the
North American air space, including
U.S. air space. But it can also call upon
any U.S. aircraft, land forces and ships
at sea to further its mission.
“The fact of the matter is, if there
is something wrong or we need forces
immediately from any of the forces in
the United States, we can pick up the
phone and call the secretary of defense
and use those forces as needed,” he said.
– See NORTHCOM, Page 7
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– NORTHCOM, From Page 6

“In a matter of minutes, we would
be able to get the right forces moving to deal with whatever situation
we’re faced with.”
What most people fail to
realize, he said, was that while
NORTHCOM would be the overall
lead in defending the country in a
military situation, when it comes
to countering terrorism or disasters, its role is to lend a hand to a
civilian lead agency.
“Job one is defending the
American people from foreign
aggression,” the general said. “But
when a governor or federal agency
asks for our support, and the president feels support is warranted, we
will be there. Although that is not
job one for us, we see that as a job
that we’re going to be involved
with in the coming years, so we
must be prepared for that. When
we do it, we do that in accordance
with the laws of the land. We don’t
just ride into town and take over.”
NORTHCOM will lend a
hand to many federal agencies,
including the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the FBI, the
Department of Justice, the Coast
Guard, and even the U.S. Postal
Service.
“Well before NORTHCOM,
during the last postal strike in the
early ‘90s, the military was out,
making sure the mail arrived on
time,” Eberhart recalled.

As early as the day the command stood up, they were working
on fulfilling this obligation to lend
support. As Hurricane Lili
approached the Florida coast, dayold NORTHCOM was working
with FEMA to provide aid. In
January’s State of the Union
Address in Washington, NORTHCOM created a comprehensive
command structure for military
support should it have been necessary. It even went through the
unprecedented act of holding a
dry-run rehearsal with the lead
agency — the U.S. Capitol Police.
“We like to be proactive,”
Eberhart said. “I’d rather get
dressed up and not have to play
than be late.”
Part of that proactivity is
another practice favored by modern business — networking. Being
able to lend and ask for support
demands that the 500-memberand-growing command get to
know who it is working with.
“One of the difficulties of
standing up this organization
almost overnight has been the
challenge of building relationships,” Eberhart said. “This unified command’s relationships are
different from other commands. It
truly goes across all parts of our
government, and it’s not just horizontally across in terms of federal
agencies, but vertically, all the way
down to the first responders —

police and fire departments.”
His goals, he added, are to
make sure the organization
becomes mature as soon as possible and build a sense of trust and
confidence with the other agencies.
“We want a record of
achievement (with them) as
opposed to building up relationships just because they’re on an
organizational chart,” he said.
“The challenge here is a cultural
one; people are used to doing this
without a NORTHCOM presence.”
The real challenge in the
years ahead, Eberhart said, is to get
the command past the “new letterhead” stage and to silently, but
carefully, set up the perimeters of
defense for the country — to help
make sure 9/11 does not happen
again.
“I think the important thing
is that we work hard to do what we
know is right and to protect the
American people,” he said. “But
it’s a team effort, not just
NORTHCOM. Our goal is to get
better every day. If we can look
back and say that we’re better now
than we were on 9/11, which we
certainly are; that we’re better
now than we were when we stood
up; that we’re better now than we
were a month ago, then I think
that’s what our nation expects and
deserves. That’s what we intend to
provide.”
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TMO offers tips to
Travel Card holders
Refunds for unused tickets have normally
taken four to six weeks. However, since 9/11, the
war in Iraq, and the SARS scare, the “normal”
timeline to process refunds for unused tickets has
steadily increased to six months. Here are some
helpful hints on how to prevent government travel
card accounts from becoming delinquent.
Immediately return all unused tickets to the
Commercial Travel Office, so the refund process
can be initiated.
Rodger’s Travel personnel will send the
unused ticket(s) to the appropriate airline requesting a credit.
If your account has not been credited within
30 days, contact Bank of America at 800-472-1424
and file a dispute to the charges incurred.
Additionally, the 21st Space Wing Judge Advocate
recommends that you forward your dispute in writing to Bank of America. By officially disputing
the charge, it will prevent late fees from accruing,
and your account being delinquent
Bank of America then obtains the automated
refund from the CTO as proof that the refund is
pending. This will keep your VISA account current, pending posting of a refund.
As with any credit card, it is a personal
responsibility to take action on matters pertaining
to your account. For more information, contact
Traffic Management, at 556-4747.
Base members can also call the 21st Space
Wing legal office at 556-4871 if they continue to
have problems.
(Article courtesy of Peterson Traffic
Management Office)
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SNCO ORIENTATION COURSE
FOR MSGT SELECTS
All master sergeant selects are invited to attend a
SNCO Orientation Course Aug. 12-14 at the Peterson
Enlisted Club. Attendees must RSVP via e-mail by
Friday to eugene.fisher@peterson.af.mil.

MINIMAL MANNING AT MPF
CUSTOMER SERVICE
The 21st Mission Support Squadron will be minimally manned July 18 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. due to the
squadron’s picnic. The Military Personnel Flight’s customer service counter will be manned by two customer
service representatives, which will likely result in long
wait times.

NEW AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Several new awards, such as the Global War on
Terrorism medals, Air and Space Campaign Medal,
and others have been announced and are being developed. Criteria and implementation procedures have
not been finalized. Air Force personnel are not authorized to wear new awards not fully developed and
authorized by the Air Force. Estimated completion
dates have not been established, but will be provided to
Military Personnel Flights when finalized.

IRS NOTICES FOR ADVANCE CHILD
TAX CREDIT PAYMENTS
The Internal Revenue Service will mail out
notices to taxpayers eligible to receive this payment.
Notices should arrive one week before the payment
check is mailed. The IRS and the 21st Space Wing Tax
Center urge taxpayers to bring this notice with them to
assist in preparation of their 2003 tax returns. Failure
to provide a copy of this Advance Child Tax Credit

News Briefs
Notice to your 2003 tax preparer may increase the processing time of your tax return. For more information
contact the Peterson Tax Center at 556-5213.

EDUCATION RECORDS
The base education office is offering students the
opportunity to retrieve their education records before
the documents are destroyed Oct. 1. The paper files
are considered outdated due to the Air Force
Automated Education Management System.

PRESCRIPTION REFILLS AT
THE COMMISSARY
Starting Tuesday, all prescription refills must be
picked up at the Commissary Refill Pharmacy located in the southeast corner of the Peterson
Commissary, next to the health and beauty products
department. Refill pickup will be open Tuesday
through Saturday from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. There will be no
refill pickup at any Peterson Air Force Base pharmacies on Mondays.
Refills can still be called in at 333-2273. Orders
should be ready the following day if called in before
2 p.m., with the exception of Friday-Sunday. For
more information, call the base pharmacy at
556-1095.

FTAC ADVISORY COUNCIL
The First Term Airman’s Center Advisory
Council is scheduled to meet July 28 from 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m. in Building 350, Room 1064. The council
will seek commander, first sergeant and supervisory
level input regarding the FTAC program. The council
will provide a means to convey information between
FTAC and individual units, as well as present a positive image of the program to these units.

Commanders, first sergeants and supervisors of first
term airman are encouraged to attend. For more
information,
call
556-9158
or
email
beverly.holt@peterson.af.mil.

CHILD CARE
The Peterson Family Child Care Office is currently looking for providers willing to care for mildly
ill children and provide services on evenings and
weekends.
Military spouses who are presently providing
child care or who want to care for children other than
their own for a total of 10 hours or more per week must
be licensed to do so in on-base quarters. To learn more
about childcare as a career, call 556-4322.

BOOK SIGNING
Ed Rasimus will be signing his book, “When
Thunder Rolled: An F-105 Pilot Over North Vietnam,”
July 20 at 1:30 p.m. inside the 1905 Carnegie Library.
The book chronicles Rasimus’ experiences as pilot in
the Vietnam War. A documentary showing and question and answer session are planned. Proceeds from
book sales will go to the Pikes Peak library district.

CALL FOR PARADE ENTRIES
Entries are being taken for the 2003 Pikes Peak
or Bust Rodeo Parade. This year’s theme is “Home of
the Brave.” Show your support for local and national
Armed Forces by proudly displaying our nation’s colors of red, white, and blue on your parade float. All
entries must have a Western motif highlighting the
parade theme. Entry deadline is July 18th.
Entry forms are accepted on a first-come, firstserved basis. For an entry form and parade rules, call
635-8803. The parade will take place Aug. 6 in downtown Colorado Springs.

Chapel Schedule
Protestant Worship Services:
Liturgical Service, 8:15 a.m.
Traditional General
Protestant Service, 11 a.m.
Gospel Service, 12:30 p.m.

Catholic
Weekday Mass, 11:35 a.m. (except Monday)
Saturdays, 5 p.m.
Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Reconciliation Saturdays, 4 p.m.

**For more information Call the chapel at 556-4442 for available
chapel programs.

News

www.peterson.af.mil

New Child Tax Credit
scam surfaces
The Internal Revenue
Service has issued a consumer
alert, warning taxpayers about a
new scam targeting potential
recipients of the Advance Child
Tax Credit.
The IRS has seen isolated
instances of this new scheme. A
taxpayer receives a telephone call
from a person who promises to
speed up the payment of the
Advance Child Tax Credit checks.
The catch is the taxpayer must
agree to a $39.99 charge to a
credit card.
The IRS reminds taxpayers
that no person or organization can
“speed up” the payment of tax
benefits. In reality, taxpayers do
not have to take any action to get
the new benefit, which features an
advance payment for up to $400
per qualifying child. The Treasury
Department and IRS will perform
all the calculations and automatically mail a notice and a check to
each eligible taxpayer, beginning
the week of July 25.
“The only thing the taxpayer
needs to do is cash the check,”
said Mark W. Everson, IRS
Commissioner. “If you qualify,
we will send you a notice. There’s
no need to call, no need to apply,
no need to fill out another form.
The IRS will do all the work. A

few days after the notice, you will
get the check.”
Under the new scam, the
IRS is seeing the continuation of
a trend that emerged earlier this
year when the families of those
serving in the Armed Forces were
targeted. In both of these
schemes, scam artists use current
events to prey on unsuspecting
victims. The scams also feature
callers seeking credit card information to get taxpayers to pay for
special benefits.
If the taxpayer agrees to
the charge and provides a credit
card number or other sensitive
personal information, he or she
could find a much larger charge
to her account. By the time the
taxpayer realizes something is
wrong, the scam operator is long
gone, possibly victimizing another taxpayer.
If you encounter this latest
tax scam or suspect tax fraud or
abuse in some other situation,
report it to your nearest Internal
Revenue Service office. When in
doubt, seek help from the
Peterson legal office at 556-4871,
the IRS or a tax professional. The
IRS tax fraud hotline is 1-800829-0433.
(Courtesy of 21st Space
Wing Legal Office)
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Senior
Airmen
Shane Maloukis and
Raul Velez (seated),
18th Space Control
Squadron
at
Edwards Air Force
Base, Calif., monitor
activities and provide special taskings to geographically separated unit
ground
stations
tracking
space
objects.

18th SPCS airmen support OIF
Staff Sgt. Jason Jorgensen
18th Space Control Squadron

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif.
– Although located far from the front lines in
Iraq, the 18th Space Control Squadron was
very much involved in the fight from
Colorado.
When Operation Iraqi Freedom kicked
off earlier this year, personnel from the 18th
SPCS were called upon to provide expertise
in missile warning and other remote sensing
missions from space. Senior Airmen Shane
Maloukis and Raul Velez deployed to augment the 2nd Space Warning Squadron at
Buckley Air Force Base, Colo., for just that
purpose.
“It was amazing to see first hand how
the Air Force and Space Command could
quickly adapt and deploy personnel and assets
when faced with a clear objective,” said
Velez.
These two airmen, certified on two different weapon systems in geographically sep-

arated units, provided the troops on the
ground with timely land reliable space-based
warning of attack.
“A lot was asked of many people in the
military services when the war broke out.
I am just glad I could do something to
help my country when the call came,”
Maloukis said.
According to Maj. Michael Reddock,
18th SPCS Director of Operations, these individuals, like a number of other space professionals throughout the command, deployed on
short notice to meet the space requirements of
the forces on the ground, on the sea, and in
the air.
“A great deal of credit goes to these
space war fighters for ensuring timely warning and indications of enemy actions,” he said.
Since they’ve returned to their home station at Edwards AFB, both Airmen have
reunited with their crews to resume command
and control functions for the Ground-Based
Electro-Optical Deep Space Surveillance
(GEODSS) network.
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New DCG-Operations assumes duties
By Maj. Laura Kenney
Army Space Command Public Affairs

In a welcoming ceremony suitably
framed against the backdrop of the
Rocky Mountains, the new Army Space
and Missile Defense Command Deputy
Commanding General for Operations
assumed his duties June 23.
The ceremony introducing Army
Brig. Gen. Robert P. Lennox was held in
front of the SMDC – Colorado Springs
building, with Gen. Lance Lord,
Commander of Air Force Space
Command, and many State and local
dignitaries attending.
Army Lt. Gen. Joseph M.
Cosumano Jr., Commander of SMDC,
presented the new leader to the assembled audience with words of high praise.
“What a fine soldier and general
he is,” said Cosumano. Although many
of his accomplishments can be read
about in his bio, there’s a lot that’s missing.
“Brig. Gen. Lennox comes to us
from his last post as Deputy
Commanding General, Fort Bliss
(Texas). In that position, he helped over
10,000 soldiers – Active and Reserve
component – and their equipment
deploy for Operation Iraqi Freedom.
“And all of you have heard about
the 507th Maintenance Company, the
unit that suffered everything there is to
suffer during Iraqi Freedom,” said
Cosumano. “They had KIAs, MIAs,

wounded, and POWs. Imagine dealing
with that situation on the home front.
Together with his wife Jenny, Brig. Gen.
Lennox handled what was necessary,
from the Family Support Group level to
every detail. As the whole drama of the
507th played across the international
media, these two people dealt with it in
the real world, while still doing a magnificent job facing other daily challenges.
“Brig. Gen. Lennox is one of the
great young generals in the Army
today, and he comes to us at a time of
tremendous change. We still have
many soldiers and civilians deployed in
harm’s way, as they put their lives on
the line for a just and righteous cause.
The new DCG for Operations will be
an important part of a great team.
Welcome,” concluded Cosumano.
Lennox thanked Cosumano for
his kind words, but immediately
deferred the praise to his soldiers.
“These are indeed exciting times
we live in,” said Lennox. “Between
current operations, the stand up of the
Ground-based
Missile
Defense
Brigade, and establishing the Army
Service Component command relationship with U.S. Strategic Command,
we have many challenges ahead of us.
I had the chance to witness first hand
the terrific job Army Space soldiers
were doing during Iraqi Freedom. You
have a world class reputation, and I
couldn’t be prouder at joining you. I’m

Photo by Army Sgt. 1st Class Dennis Beebe

Lt. Gen. Joseph M. Cosumano, Jr., Army Space and Missile Defense
Command Commander, and Brig. Gen. Robert P. Lennox, new Deputy
Commander of Army SMDC operations, salute as the National Anthem is
played during the ceremony welcoming Lennox to the Command.

anxious to roll up my sleeves and get
started.”
Lennox is a native of Houston,
Texas. He is a 1977 graduate of the
United States Military Academy at
West Point where he earned a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Engineering. He
also holds a master’s degree in
Business Administration from Stanford
University.
His military education includes
the Air Defense Artillery Officer Basic
and Advanced Courses, the Combined
Arms Services Staff School, the Army

Command and General Staff College,
and the National War College where he
earned a master’s degree in National
Security Strategy.
Lennox’s decorations and awards
include the Legion of Merit with two
oak leaf clusters, the Defense
Meritorious Services Medal, the
Meritorious Service Medal with one
silver and one bronze oak leaf cluster,
the Joint Staff Commendation Medal,
the Army Commendations Medal, the
Southwest Asia Service Medal, and the
Army Parachutist Badge.

www.peterson.af.mil

The following real-life events with real individuals
from around the Peterson Complex are to inform you
of crimes, accidents, and events occurring on base.
The following entries are from hundreds recorded in
the Peterson Police Blotter:
**Editor's note: Although the Space Observer staff
may make light of some blotter entries, the intent is to
call attention to our security and law enforcement concerns. However, rest assured, our professional Security
Forces treat each incident seriously.
NO CAUSE FOR ALARM - June 27
Security Forces responded to a base housing
residence, after receiving a 911 hang-up call.
They contact ed a military family member at the
residence, who stated she had tried to dial a long
distance call and it didn’t go through. A search of
the premises met with negative results.
MEDICAL RESPONSE – June 27
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
American Medical Response services responded
to Dormitory 1270, where a military member was
complaining of stomach pains. AMR personnel
transported the individual to Memorial Hospital
for further treatment to his troubled tummy.
PICKUP PING – June 28
A military family member reported to Security
Forces that she had been involved in a minor
vehicle accident in the base housing area. As she
was driving north on McGuire Street, her pickup
was struck by another pickup, which was backing
out of a driveway.
The backer sustained five scratches, while the
damage to the victim had its right side bumper
pushed in, and several small scratches to the
same area. The backing bonker was cited for
improper backing resulting in a motor vehicle
accident.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #2 – June 28
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and AMR
responded to Dormitory 1102, after receiving a
call that a military member had possibly overdosed on his medication. An acquaintance had
noticed that the military member seemed very
lethargic and disoriented over the telephone.
Security Forces responded and found several
bottles of prescription medication. AMR personnel took possession of the medication, and transported the individual to Memorial Hospital for further treatment and observation.
VANDALISM TO GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
- June 29
Security Forces responded to a report of property damage in base housing. A military member
observed two juveniles breaking windows with a
two-by-four in a base housing residence. She
instructed the boys to follow her while she used a
neighbor’s phone to contact the Security Forces.
CSPD arrived at the Security Forces facility, and
the juveniles’ sponsor was issued a Case
Number, and informed of base housing requirements for proper children supervision.
CELL PHONE ‘ROAMING’ CHARGE – June 29
A government employee reported to Security
Forces that she had been shopping at the
Commissary, and had possibly left her cell phone
at a checkout while paying for groceries. When
she returned to the Commissary, she discovered
her phone was not discovered.
FOUND PROPERTY – June 29
A military member reported to Security Forces
that he had found a wallet containing a driver’s
license, an ATM card, credit cards, and several
business cards. An e-mail notification was sent to
the owner, with instructions to take custody of his
property. The wallet was stored in the Security
Forces Found Property locker for safekeeping.

News
JUICED JUVENILE - June 29
Security Forces detained a driver at the West
Gate, when a passenger exhibited signs of intoxication, and a Security Forces member knew that
the individual was under the age of 21. Field
Sobriety Maneuvers were initiated, which the individual failed. A Portable Breath Test showed a
preliminary blood alcohol content of .099. The
underage imbiber was advised of his Article 31
rights, and advised he was apprehended for
drinking under age and obstruction of justice. He
requested a lawyer, but consented to a Blood
Alcohol Analysis, and was transported to the Air
Force Academy Hospital. The driver was given
several opportunities to tell the truth about the
incident, but refused. He was transported to the
Security Forces facility, where he was advised of
his Article 31 Rights, and advised he was being
detained for obstruction of justice. Both individuals were turned over to their First Sergeants.
NOISY NEIGHBOR #1 – June 30
Security Forces responded to Dormitory 590,
where a military member reported hearing loud
music coming from one of the rooms. Security
Forces contacted the decibel dummy, and
reminded him how to spell c-o-u-r-t-e-s-y.
PARKING LOT ‘PING’ - June 30
A retired military member reported to Security
Forces that a contractor’s vehicle had been damaged in the parking lot of the Post Office on base.
Security Forces determined that, while backing
out of a parking slot on the east side of the building, an SUV driven by a military member, backed
into a contractor’s van while it was parked.
Damage to the backer consisted of minor paint
transfers to the left rear bumper. The van won a
scratch on its front right wheel well, and the right
front door suffered a small dent. The bonking
backer was issued a citation for improper backing, resulting in a motor vehicle accident.
DRINKING, DRIVING DUMMY – ‘MAY I USE
THE PHONE?’ - June 30
Security Forces detained a civilian driver at the
West Gate, who had parked his vehicle in the
search area, and came into the gate shack to use
the phone. Officers noticed an odor of alcohol and
administered a Portable Breath Test, with a preliminary blood alcohol content of .099. After citing
him, CSPD officers released the individual to a
military member, who sponsored him on the
installation,
and
drove
his
vehicle.
THEY DIDN’T LEAVE HIS HOME WITHOUT IT
- June 30
A military member reported to Security Forces
that his ID card and debit card were stolen from
his wallet in his room at Dormitory 1164. He stated he left his room unsecure while eating at the
volleyball court adjacent to the Dormitory, and
later noticed THE CARDS missing from his wallet. Two military members later told him they had
taken his cards and bought groceries totaling
$154. Both suspects were detained and advised
of their Article 31 rights, and charged with Theft,
Breaking and Entering and Conspiracy to Commit
Fraud. Both suspects acknowledged their rights
and requested to speak to a lawyer before
answering any questions or making statements.
The individuals were released to their unit.
DUMPSTER BLAZE - June 30
Security Forces responded to a report of a dumpster fire at the Temporary Lodging Facility. A
Security Forces member extinguished the fire
with the fire extinguisher from his vehicle. The
Base Fire Department arrived on scene, and
ensured all flames were extinguished. No cause
of fire could be found. Damage to the dumpster
consisted of minor char marks and melting to the
lid. A search of the area was conducted, to
search for reported suspects, but the individuals
could not be located.
BUM BONKS AND BOOKS - July 1
A civilian reported to Security Forces that her
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vehicle had been damaged in the parking lot of
the Commissary. Damage consisted of three red
paint marks, and two dents on the right side door.
NOISY NEIGHBOR #2 - July 1
Security Forces responded to Dormitory 1270,
where a civilian reported hearing loud music coming from one of the rooms. Security Forces contacted the resident, and advised him to keep the
noise level down out of courtesy to others.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #3 - July 2
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and AMR
responded to the Mission Support Facility, after
receiving a call that a civilian had fainted. AMR
transported the individual to Memorial Hospital
for further treatment.
BUILDING BONKER - July 2
Security Forces and CSPD responded to a major
vehicle accident at Base Operations. The driver of
a Freightliner stopped at Base Operations to ask
for directions. When pulling away from the building, the right side of the truck struck the awning,
and creased the exhaust pipe. Damage to the
semi consisted of bent tailpipe, and the top of the
box crushed in approximately two feet. The building suffered only a bent rain gutter. CSPD issued
the driver a summons for Careless Driving. A
local towing company removed the trashed truck
from the installation.
PURLOINED PLATE - July 2
A military member reported to Security Forces
that the license plate from his vehicle was
removed while parked in the long-term parking
area at Base Operations.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #3 - July 2
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and AMR
responded to the base picnic area, after receiving
a call that a military member had suffered a knee
injury. AMR transported the individual to Penrose
Hospital for further treatment.
FIREWORKS FOOLISHNESS – July 2
A CSPD officer transported a military member to
the West Gate, whom he had detained for illegal
possession of fireworks, and obstructing government operations. The pyrotechnic pinhead was
transported to the Security Forces facility, and
later released to his First Sergeant.
ALARMING TRENDS CONTINUE:
In addition to these entries, there continue to be
too many illegitimate alarm activations on base.
Among those noted by Security Forces this week
was one involving yet another door that was
forced open, and people not using proper procedures when entering or exiting facilities.
** If you have any information on a crime, report it to
Security Forces at 556-4000.

WELCOME TO THE AIR FORCE
And that’s just the beginning. Once you enlist, you’ll also receive a
good starting salary with regular pay raises, tax-free housing and
food allowances. Not to mention opportunities for higher education
and full retirement benefits after 20 years of service. Visit our Web
site at AIRFORCE.COM or call 1-800-423-USAF.

CROSS INTO THE BLUE

Working in the wild –
Team Pete volunteers tear out wildlife trap
By Master Sgt. Ty Foster
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Tom O'Toole (left), 21st Logistics Readiness Squadron, and Bill Arbegast, 21st Maintenance Operations
Flight, unload about 800 pounds of old wire at the Adams Blacktail State Wildlife Area in northwestern
Colorado.

Above: 2nd Lt. Rick VanSchoor (left), 21st
Logistics Readiness Squadron, and Tech.
Sgt. Malcomb Sherbine, 76th Space
Communications Squadron, install a portion
of the fence separating the upper and lower
pastures of the 616-acre parcel.

Photos by Master Sgt. Ty Foster

Above: Tom O'Toole
lugs a roll of rusty,
barbed wire along a
mountain trail.
Left: The Klines tool
is the weapon of
choice when removing fence staples
that
were
last
hammered 75-100
years ago.

They were a motley crew. Seven
men and one woman – all bent on destruction. Surveying the landscape before
them, a sea of blue-green sagebrush
assailed their senses with a heady sweet
aroma. Deep bluish-purple wild lupines
and the delicate beauty of the wild
columbine, Colorado’s state flower, punctuated the shade among groves of aspen.
The ecosystem served a plentiful
population of local fauna. Deer, elk,
moose, cougar, bear, Red-Winged
Blackbirds, Mud Swallows, Great Blue
Herons, and American White Pelicans call
the area home either seasonally or yearround.
The crew’s nemesis – roughly twothirds of a mile of rusted five- to ninestrand fencing – had withstood the ravages
of time and animal. In places, its barbed
wire had stood for nearly 100 years as a
barrier for livestock, and an obstacle for
wildlife.
The fence faced its final foe – a stalwart cadre from Team Pete.
The fence-pulling project at Adams
Blacktail State Wildlife Area started as a
squadron project in the 21st Logistics
Support Squadron, now the Logistics
Readiness Squadron, according to Tom
O’Toole, 21st Logistics Readiness
Squadron Distribution Flight Chief.
It grew into a Team Pete undertaking
when part of the LSS came under the
Maintenance Group last year and people
from other units became involved.
The 616-acre parcel on Blacktail
Mountain is home to 100-150 head of elk
on a year-round basis, and 30 to 40 deer
also take up residence on the Adams
Blacktail State Wildlife Area, said Bruce
Sigler, Colorado Division of Wildlife
Manager for the Upper Yampa Water
Conservancy District. Sigler, a Vietnam
veteran, has worked in the same DOW district for 32 of his 33 years with the service.
Replete with lush vegetation and
natural
aspen
groves,
Blacktail
Mountain’s
location
adjacent
to
Stagecoach Reservoir also makes the
property a prime calving area for elk, and
fawning habitat for deer, said Sigler.

More than 100 years ago, the area’s
bounty – rich soil, wildlife, and beauty –
attracted homesteaders to the 7,500-foot
elevation site. When the state was offered
the South Routt Country parcel, they
snapped it up for a mere $200,000, said
Sigler. The allocated budget was enough
to cover the land purchase, a survey of the
property, and a new fence line. Four miles
of new high-tensile fence – sans barbed
wire – accurately defined the property
boundary.
When O’Toole entered Sigler’s paradise on the mountain, he learned that, in
places, the new and old fences were so
close that they posed a real danger to
migrating wildlife.
“It was a wildlife trap,” said Sigler.
“In some places it was 3 or 4 feet (apart) –
others 15 to 20.”
Throughout his life as a hunter,
O’Toole said, “I have seen quite a few animals ‘hung up’ in fencing. I have come
across some live animals and had to put
them down.”
The division’s problem was that they
didn’t have the $25-$30,000 to fund the
removal of the old, rusty fence, said
Sigler. Adding insult to wildlife injury,
funding the project was low on DOW’s
priority list – 10 years low.
Rather than wait 10 years, and have
to treat or destroy the countless migrating
elk and deer, DOW turned to its volunteer
corps.
Last year, the DOW wildlife manager said there were two groups of volunteers. One group of seven was from
Peterson. This year, nine were on hand to
pull fence.
There’s only a half-mile of the old
fence remaining, and it doesn’t interfere
with wildlife movement. “We’ve done it
all with volunteers,” said Sigler.
The hard work and sore muscles
gave the volunteers a sense of accomplishment, improving habitat for nature’s
inhabitants. Awareness of the need for
projects such as the fence removal is evidence, as O’Toole puts it, of “man coexisting with nature.”
Pulling fence, setting fence posts,
stretching wire, and lugging coils of
barbed wire weren’t the only work on the
plate for Team Pete’s voracious volunteers.
Sigler had designed a “fish trap” for

the creek that runs through the area.
Constructed of freshly-cut, 8-foot
Pine logs, the v-shaped structure is set
into the banks of the stream with the
pointy end facing upstream. Sigler said
this shape allows water to accumulate
behind the dam and forces overflow to
create a pool at the apex. This gives
spawning fish a place to rest before they
jump the dam and continue their journey
upstream.
“A quarter mile of spawning beds
will produce an amazing amount of fish,”
Sigler said.
The structures also aid in water
retention during drought periods. As the
dam retains water, the surrounding soil in
the banks soak up additional moisture.
The contract cost to build each fish
trap is $2,000, Sigler said. Next year, he
plans to have volunteer crews place 15-20
within the property.
Tech. Sgt. Bob Kuznar, 21st Tech. Sgt. Bob Kuznar pries a fencing
Maintenance Operations Flight,is an avid staple out of an aged weathered post
hunter who willingly gives his time to using a Klines tool.
DOW projects as a way to “put a little who enjoy a simple nature walk.
To volunteer with the DOW, call
back.”
Jena Sanchez in the Colorado Springs
“Because, as a sportsman, I use the
office at 227-5200. For information about
resources,” Kuznar said. “It improves the the various volunteer opportunities, log on
habitat and environment, enabling it to to
the
DOW
web
site
at
support more, healthier, wild game.” He, www.wildlife.state.co.us. On the left side
like his fellow volunteers, gain satisfac- of the page, click on “Education” then
tion in the work they do for fellow sports- click on “Volunteer Opportunities” in the
men, tourists, bird watchers, and those drop-down box.

Above: Bruce Sigler, Colorado Division of
Wildlife Manager for the Upper Yampa Water
Conservancy District, notches a fencepost
for a portion of the new fence.
Left: The 616-acre Adams Blacktail State
Wildlife Area is located adjacent to
Stagecoach Reservoir about 14 miles south
of Steamboat Springs Colorado. Hikers and
hunters may enjoy the bountiful flora and
fauna in the region. Camping and boating
facilities are available at the reservoir.
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This Week
Today
 Play Group, 10:30 a.m.-noon,
at the Youth Center

Saturday
 Whitewater rafting, every
weekend, with Outdoor Recreation
 Water World day trip, tickets
available
at
Community
Activities Center

Sunday
 Sunday Brunch, 10 a.m.-1:30
p.m., at the Officers’ Club

Tuesday
 Sponsorship Training, 7:308:30 a.m., at the Family Support
Center
 Steak Night, 6-8 p.m., at the
Officers’ Club

Wednesday
 Story Time, 10:15 a.m., at the
Base Library
 Mexican Food Buffet, 5-7
p.m., at the Enlisted Club
 Stress Management, 1-4 p.m.,
Peterson Air Force Base Health
and Wellness Center

Thursday
 Career Marketing, 8 a.m.noon, at the Family Support
Center
 Mongolian Barbecue, 6-8
p.m., at the Enlisted Club
 Play Group, 10:30 a.m.-noon,
at the Youth Center

Helpful Numbers












Family Advocacy 556-8943
Education Center 556-4064
Library 556-7462
Community Center 556-7671
Aquatics Center 556-4608
Fitness Center 556-4462
Officers’ Club 556-4181
Enlisted Club 556-4194
Youth Center 556-7220
Family Support 556-6141
Red Cross 556-9201

This Week

Outdoor rec offers whitewater adventure
By 1st Lt. Suzy Kohout
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Whatever your speed, whether it’s
the excitement of crashing head-long
through the rapids, or a leisurely float
down a peaceful stream, Peterson’s
Outdoor Recreation has the river rafting
trip for you.
“The water levels are absolutely
awesome this year,” said K.C.
Henderson,
Outdoor
Recreation
Adventure Director. “This year we’ve
been seeing Class IV-plus rapids. Last
year with the drought we were lucky to
see Class III.”
The
American
Whitewater
Affiliation follows an International
Scale of River Difficulty to rate each
trip. Ratings range from Class I, the
smallest rapids, with very slow current
and no obstructions, to Class VI, which
are dangerous rapids.
“Our trips are on the Arkansas
River,” said Randall Greenfield, director
of Outdoor Recreation. “We don’t do
anything that’s a Class V or greater –
just for liability and risk. The Parkdale
stretch (of the river) is mostly Class III,
so it’s intermediate. The Royal Gorge
stretch is a Class IV-plus.”
“In both cases, we have trained
professional guides in all the boats,”
Greenfield said. “These are individuals
who have numerous training certificates
in rescue and river rafting. For example,
to be a raft guide through the Royal
Gorge requires 1,000 prior hours of
guiding experience – not just river experience, but guiding experience.”
Rafters meet at 7 a.m. on the
morning of the trip to be fitted with life

Courtesy photo

White water adventurers take on Arkansas River rapids during a recent
Outdoor Recreation rafting trip. Outdoor Rec offers several rafting trips
throughout the summer.

jackets, helmets, and wetsuits.
Prior to all river trips, professional
river guides give an orientation and a
20-minute safety talk, discussing the
river and the proper use of the equipment. Participants must also read and
sign an “Assumption of Personal
Liability” form prior to the trip. Adults
must sign a form for each child on the
trip.
“Customers are treated with kid
gloves, but at the same time, they have
to understand that it is a risk-taking
activity,” Greenfield said. “We make
sure that all our guides are trained professionally and have certificates that are
current in all their skills – knowing how
to rescue, save, and knowing how to
read the river properly.”
Customers don’t need prior rafting
experience. “With the guides and the
equipment we provide, amateurs can
go,” Greenfield said.

Prior to shoving off, the guide
gives a boatman’s briefing. “That lets
customers know how to operate the
boat, and various commands that the
boatman will need to relay to the crew
(customers) during the trip,” he said.
“Bring a towel and shoes that you
don’t mind getting wet,” Greenfield
said. “Because you’re guaranteed to
have wet feet.”
Rafting trips to Parkdale and the
Royal Gorge are scheduled for each
weekend through September, conditions
permitting. The Parkdale trip costs $45
per person, and is recommended for
ages 8 and older. Raft trips to the Royal
Gorge, recommended for those age 16
and older, cost $60. These fees include
rafting gear, camp-style meals, camp
fees, and round–trip transportation.
For more information and to sign
up for the rafting trips, call Outdoor
Recreation at 556-4867.

ARAGON DINING FACILITY MENU
Today

Friday

Sunday

Saturday

Lunch:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Brunch:

Brunch:

Herbed Baked
Chicken
Southern Catfish
Stuffed Cabbage
Rolls
Mixed Vegetables
Peas
Mashed Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes

Mexican Baked
Chicken
Stuffed Green Peppers
Swiss Steak with
Tomato Sauce
Peas and Carrots
Spanish-Style Beans
Steamed Rice
Macaroni and Cheese

Sweet Italian Sausage
Lasagna
Spaghetti with Meat
Sauce
Broccoli Polonaise
Cauliflower
Mashed Potatoes
Italian-Style Baked
Beans

Cajun Meatloaf
Crispy Baked Chicken
Ribeye Steak
Broccoli
French-Style Peas
Glazed Carrots
Mashed Potatoes
Baked Potatoes

Parmesan Chicken Breast
Sauerbraten
Tuna and Noodles
Cauliflower Combo
Fried Cabbage
Peas
Steamed Rice
Au Gratin Potatoes

Dinner:
Cornish Hens
Jaegerschnitzel with
Mushroom Sauce
Roast Loin of Pork
Carrots
Corn Combo
Potato Halves
Orange Rice

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Baked Chicken
Simmered
Knockwurst
Swiss Steak with
Tomato Sauce
Broccoli Polonaise
Carrots
Sauerkraut
Mashed Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Roast Turkey
Baked Canned
Ham
Fish and Fries
Succotash
Herbed Green
Beans
Tempura
Vegetables
Cornbread
Dressing
Mashed Potatoes

Salisbury Steak
Onion Lemon
Fish
Yakisoba
Spinach
Stewed Tomatoes
Simmered Pinto
Beans
Mashed Potatoes

Barbecued Beef
Cubes
Paprika Beef
Pork Chop Suey
Cauliflower
Corn on the Cob
Lima Beans
O'Brien Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Fried Catfish
Barbecued
Spareribs
Cajun Meatloaf
Red Beans with
Rice
Cottage Fried
Potatoes
Collard Greens
Black-Eyed Peas
Corn on the Cob

Dinner:
Country-Style
Steak
Pita Pizza
Fried Chicken
Cabbage
Fried Cauliflower
Mashed Potatoes
Oven-Browned
Potatoes

www.peterson.af.mil
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AEF rotations begin at Tallil
By 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez
407th Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

TALLIL AIR BASE, Iraq —
Five airmen stepped off a C-130
Hercules aircraft June 30 to
become the first Air and Space
Expeditionary Force Blue arrivals
here.
The AEF Blue rotation is the
first of two 120-day tours designed
to replace most people who are
still
deployed
supporting
Operation Iraqi Freedom and help
normalize the AEF cycle, according to officials.
“I’m really glad to be here,”
said Tech. Sgt. Paul Carpenter, an
air traffic controller from the 28th
Operations Support Squadron at
Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.
“Iraq is pretty much what I expected, a little like Afghanistan … hot,
humid and dusty.”
Two base agencies will be the
focal point as base officials prepare for the arrival and departure

of nearly 3,000 people within the
next month. They are the personnel
support for contingency operations
section, better known as PERSCO,
and the 407th Expeditionary
Logistics Readiness Squadron.
“Our main role is to maintain
accountability of personnel,” said
Senior Master Sgt. Susan Baker,
PERSCO team chief. “We have to
see everybody before they leave,
and we have to see everybody as
they land. If you don’t check out
with us, we still think you’re sitting
here.”
Before troops, either coming
or going, can go anywhere, they
will need a ride, and that job falls
on the shoulders of the 407th.
“We started working redeployment about a month ago,” said
Capt. Gary Jackson, 407th ELRS
commander. “The plan is to have a
just-in-time rotation.”
Thirteen flights have been
contracted to move airmen in and
out of Iraq in July, he said. The

flights, however, will not fly into
Iraq but arrive and depart from
another base in Southwest Asia.
C-130s will shuttle people to
and from the rotator base, Jackson
said. The C-130s will depart Tallil
and deliver troops about four to
five hours before the contracted
flight leaves. On the same trip, it
will pick up people who are
inbound and bring them back to
Tallil.
“This is a unique process,”
Jackson said. “Normally we have
rotators coming into the actual
base. The toughest challenge is to
be able to accommodate everybody (who) needs to go on the specific date that they request.”
As airmen begin to leave
within the next few weeks,
Jackson said there is one important piece of advice he has to offer.
“Flexibility is the key,” he
said.
(Courtesy of Air Force Print
News)

Photo by Capt. Patricia Lang

A Long way down
BAGHDAD, Iraq — Staff Sgt. Zach Porter
(standing) and Capt. Mitch Simmons collect
data from a coalition precision-guided munition strike. The roof of the Ba’ath Party headquarters building was hit during Operation
Iraqi Freedom.
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Widow offers thanks to those who serve
Editor’s note: This commentary is
printed with permission from Christy
Ferer, a New York native whose husband, Neil Levin, was killed in the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks. Ferer was part of a
recent USO tour to Iraq.
NEW YORK — When I told
friends about my pilgrimage to Iraq to
thank the U.S. troops, reaction was underwhelming at best.
Some were blunt. “Why are you
going there?” They could not understand
why it was important for me, a 9/11
widow, to express my support for the men
and women stationed today in the Gulf.
But the reason seemed clear to me:
200,000 troops have been sent halfway
around the world to stabilize the kind of
culture that breeds terrorists like those
who I believe began World War III on
Sept. 11, 2001. Reaction was so politely
negative that I began to doubt my role on
the first USO/Tribeca Institute tour into
newly occupied Iraq where, on average, a
soldier a day is killed.
Besides, with Robert De Niro, Kid
Rock, Rebecca and John Stamos, Wayne
Newton, Gary Sinise, and Lee Ann
Womack, who needed me?
Did they really want to hear about
my husband, Neil Levin, who went to
work as director of the New York Port
Authority on Sept.11 and never came
home? How would they relate to the two
others traveling with me: Ginny Bauer, a
New Jersey homemaker and the mother
of three who lost her husband, David; and
former Marine Jon Vigiano, who lost his

only sons, Jon, a firefighter and Joe, a
policeman.
As we were choppered over deserts
that looked like bleached bread crumbs, I
wondered if I’d feel like a street hawker,
passing out Port Authority pins and baseball caps as I said “thank you” to the
troops. Would a hug from me mean anything at all in the presence of the Dallas
Cowboy cheerleaders and a Victoria’s
Secret model?
The first “meet and greet” made me
weep. Why? Soldiers, armed with M16s
and saddlebags of water in 120-degree
heat, swarmed over the stars for photos
and autographs. When it was announced
that a trio of Sept. 11 family members
was also in the tent it was as if a psychic
cork on an emotional dam had been
popped.
Soldiers from all over our great
country rushed toward us to express their
condolences. Some wanted to touch us,
as if they needed a physical connection to
our sorrow and for some living proof for
why they were there.
One mother of two from Montana
told me she enlisted because of Sept. 11.
Dozens of others told us the same thing.
One young soldier showed me his metal
bracelet engraved with the name of a victim he never knew and that awful date
none of us will ever forget.
In fact at every encounter with the
troops there would be a surge of
Reservists – firefighters and cops, including many who had worked the rubble of
Ground Zero – wanting to exchange a
hometown hug.

Their glassy eyes still do not allow
anyone to penetrate too far inside to the
place where their trauma is lodged; the
trauma of a devastation far greater than
anyone who hadn’t been there could even
imagine. It’s there in me, too. I had forced
my way downtown on that awful morning, convinced that I could find Neil
beneath the rubble.
What I was not prepared for was to
have soldiers show us the World Trade
Center memorabilia they’d carried with
them into the streets of Baghdad. Others
had clearly been holding in stories of personal 9/11 tragedies which had made
them enlist.
USO handlers moved us from one
corner to the next so everyone could meet
us. One fire brigade plucked the three of
us from the crowd, transporting us to their
firehouse to call on those who had to
stand guard during the Baghdad concert.
It was all about touching us and feeling
the reason they were in this hell. Back at
Baghdad International Airport, Kid Rock
turned a “meet and greet” into an
impromptu concert in a steamy airport
hangar before 5,000 troops.
One particular soldier, Capt. Vargas
from the Bronx, told me he enlisted in the
Army after some of his wife’s best friends
were lost at the World Trade Center.
When he glimpsed the piece of
recovered metal from the Towers that I
had been showing to a group of soldiers
he grasped for it as if it were the Holy
Grail. Then he handed it to Kid Rock who
passed the precious metal through the
5,000 troops in the audience. They lunged

at the opportunity to touch the steel that
symbolized what so many of them felt
was the purpose of their mission – which
puts them at risk every day in the 116degree heat, not knowing all the while if a
sniper was going to strike at anytime.
Looking into that sea of khaki gave
me chills even in that blistering heat. To
me, those troops were there to avenge the
murder of my husband and 3,000 others.
When I got to the microphone I told them
we had not made this journey for condolences but to thank them and to tell them
that the families of 9/11 think of them
every day. They lift our hearts. The crowd
interrupted me with chants of “USA,
USA, USA.” Many wept.
What happened next left no doubt
that the troops drew inspiration from our
tragedies. When I was first asked to speak
to thousands of troops in Qatar, after Iraq,
I wondered if it would feel like a “grief
for sale” spectacle.
But this time I was shaking
because I was to present the recovered
WTC steel to Gen. Tommy Franks
(U.S. Central Command Commander).
I quivered as I handed him the icy gray
block of steel. His great craggy eyes
welled up with tears. The sea of khaki
fell silent. Then the proud four-star
general was unable to hold back the
tears which streamed down his face on
center stage before 4,000 troops. As
this mighty man turned from the spotlight to regain his composure I comforted him with a hug.
Now, when do I return? (Courtesy
Air Force Print News)
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Honesty should be foremost in our minds
By Col. Al Strait
21st Maintenance Group Commander

Someone once said, “In our day, those found in
dishonesty aren’t put to death, but something within
them dies. Conscience chokes, character withers, selfrespect vanishes, integrity dies. How cheaply some
men and women sell their good names.”
As one reviews this quote there are a lot of lessons of life to be learned. We all strive to be honest with
those we deal with on a daily basis. Whether we are at
work, at home, or conducting a business transaction,
honesty should be foremost in our minds.
In today’s society, we seem to be bombarded with
numerous examples of those who are not honest in their
day-to-day dealings. We read about dishonesty in
financial corporations, corruption by public leaders,
fraudulent claims, false charges, blackmailing, lying,
and the list goes on.
While some may think all is lost, I disagree. As I
look around, I see people trying every day to do what is
right. I see people who are completely honest in all
their actions who would never jeopardize their integrity. These are people who have the same honesty and
integrity as our founding forefathers.
As one reviews the lives of men like George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and

Benjamin Franklin, you find traits of honesty, goodness, wisdom, and integrity. Hanging in my office, I
have a painting of George Washington kneeling at
Valley Forge. To me, this picture symbolizes those
same virtues. It serves as a constant reminder that
integrity is at the core of all we do.
It has been said the strength and safety of any
organization lies in the integrity of its members. As a
noted leader once said, “Without personal integrity,
there can be no confidence. Without confidence there
can be no prospect of permanent success.”
In Tom Peters’ book, “In Search of Excellence,”
he summarized that most successful businesses focused
on honesty when he said, “Without a doubt, honesty has
always been the best policy.”
Our Air Force Core Values Handbook lists
“Integrity First” as our first core value. The handbook
defines integrity as, “… a character trait. It is the willingness to do what is right when no one is looking …
the basis for the trust imperative in today’s military.”
One of the moral traits of integrity is honesty. As
stated in the Core Values Handbook, “Honesty is the
hallmark of the military professional, because in the
military, our word must be our bond.” Henry David
Thoreau said, “An honest man’s word is as good as his
bond.”
People will remember us for our kept promises

and our honesty, especially when we could have profited from not keeping our word. While some may say it
is not possible to be honest today, I say it is possible. It
is possible for us to be honest, to display integrity in all
we do. Yes, it is possible for us to live our lives in such
a way that others can trust our words, our actions, and
deeds. By doing so, people will remember longer what
they saw in us, rather than what they heard
from us.

PIKES PEAK
TOP 3
COUNCIL
The Pikes Peak Top
3 meets at 3 p.m.
on
the
fourth
Thursday of each
month
in
the
Enlisted Club Buffalo Grill. Membership is
open to all Team Pete master sergeant
selects through chief master sergeants.
Pikes Peak Top 3 supports enlisted causes
and professional development through a
variety of activities.
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21st CES puts the Fit in WarFit
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron Marketing

Photo by Margie Arnold

21st CES members perform deep knee bends during an early-morning
squadron workout. Knee bends help build flexibility, strength, and balance,
as well as wake up the joints.

The first time the 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron got together outside
for a formation 5K run, some faces in
the group developed looks bordering on
panic with expressions that seemed to
say, “Hey, I’m in the Air Force, not the
Army!”
They’re in the Air Force all right,
but one that’s physically fit and mission
ready – a WarFit Air Force.
A few months after he took command of the 21st CES in July of 2002,
Lt. Col. David B. McCormick instituted
a structured physical training program
for the entire squadron, whose ages
range from 18 to 46.
Last November during pre-WarFit
days, McCormick had the squadron
meet at the Fitness Center from 3-4 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays for their fitness workout. Daylight was short; afternoon meetings, appointments and job

duties interfered with everyone being
able to participate together.
Once WarFit was instituted April
1, the 21st CES moved its group physical fitness schedule to Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from 6:30-8
a.m. WarFit only reinforced what they
had already been doing.
“Our duty day begins at 6:30 a.m.
and three times a week we start the duty
day in the Fitness Center with formation
and roll call, followed by 15 minutes of
calisthenics,” said Chief Master Sgt.
Danny Brock, 21st CES chief enlisted
manager. Those calisthenics include
pushups, sit-ups, deep knee bends and
other exercises to help strengthen the
core of the body and increase flexibility.
Following the calisthenics, there is
a brief meeting, after which individuals
can do their own fitness routine.
Members can play basketball, go for a
run, use the weights, machines, or even
take a spinning class.
See WARFIT, Page 19

Sports
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– WARFIT, From Page 18
“They are encouraged to do
at least 20 minutes of aerobic
activity,” said Brock. “Then they
need time to shower, dress, eat
breakfast and report to their duty
stations by 8 a.m.”
According to Brock, this
structured, regular exercise has
reduced sick days, made the
squadron a healthier workforce,
and given individuals the confidence to tackle their ergometry
tests.
“All of the 21st CES can at
least do their two-minute minimum, which is determined by
their age,” said Brock. Over the
months in the morning calisthenics, we will slowly increase the
number of crunches from 40 to 60
and pushups from 70 to 100.”
Brock added that the early
morning workouts have worked
out much better for the squadron.
But if you’re late, you do ten extra
pushups; if you’re late three times
you go to counseling, he said.
Brock said the group physical fitness program has built
camaraderie and created a real
team cohesiveness for the 80 to
100 members currently in the 21st
CES, which begins and ends exer-

cise as a unit.
“What we’re doing is also
setting an example for young airmen to develop a healthier lifestyle, which, over the years, they
will be able to transfer to their
troops when they’re in charge,”
said Brock.
According to Brock, right
now, the squadron maintains first
place in the WarFit exercise log.
When other squadron members
return from deployment and TDY,
and the squadron is at full strength
of about 140 sometime in July,
“everyone else on base will be
competing for second place.”
On the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month, 21st
CES members can be seen in formation, running outside with
someone out in front carrying the
squadron flag and calling
cadence, and the others singing
along as they do a lap around the
base.
“We’re not building any
speed racers out there during our
formation runs, but we’re proud
that everyone is able to finish,”
said Brock. Anyone is welcome to
join them every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday in Gym 2
at the Fitness Center. Just don’t be
late, he added.
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Set for pushups, 21st CES members complete 72 in three separate sets of 24 during
one of the squadron’s morning WarFit sessions.
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TAEKWONDO

Sports
Brrr!
Thule water sports

Taekwondo classes are offered at the base Fitness and Sports
Center every Tuesday and Thursday. Classes for ages seven through
12 are held from 6 - 7 p.m. Adult classes are held from 7 - 8 p.m. For
more information, contact Special Programs at 556-1515.

TRIATHLON
The Fitness and Sports Center will be sponsoring a free triathlon
on July 26 at 7 a.m. The event will involve swimming, biking, and
running. Participants must sign up by event time. For more information, contact Special Programs at 556-1515.

BACK TO BASICS COURSE
The Back To Basics Circuit Training Course is held every
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 11 a.m. in Gym 2 at the Fitness and
Sports Center. The course offers self-paced cardio and instruction on
full body exercises. For additional information, call 556-4515.

CLIMBING CLASSES
Climbing wall classes are offered at the Fitness and Sports
Center on base Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m. and Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.
For details, call 556-7708.

FUN RUN
A free 5K or 10K Fun Run is scheduled for July 18 at 11:30 a.m.
on base. The run will begin in front of the Fitness and Sports Center.
For more information, call 556-1515.

KICKBOXING
Kickboxing classes are held at the Fitness and Sports Center
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 12:05 p.m., Wednesdays and Thursdays at
5:10 p.m., and Fridays at 11 a.m. An introductory class is also offered
at 12:05 p.m. on the first Monday of every month. For more information, call 556-4462.

TOBACCO CESSATION
The base Health and Wellness Center offers a six-week program
designed to help people quit smoking. The program uses the
QuitSmart method and provides support and guidance to the participants. For more information, call the HAWC at 556-HAWC (4292).

Photos by 1st Lt. Jeremy Eggers

Above: Team Thule held their
Annual Raft Regatta July 4.
“Some folks got pretty wet as
they pushed their rafts along
in Lake Sparum,” said 1st Lt.
Jeremy Eggers, 821st Air
Base Wing Public Affairs
Officer. “You can imagine how
cold the water is up here.”
Left: Lt. Col. Thomas “Dingo”
Doyne, 12th Space Warning
Squadron Commander (left),
battles neck-and-neck with
1st Lt. Kel Hannum, 821st
Support
Squadron
Civil
Engineer Flight Commander,
during the kayaking portion of
the Thule Triathlon.

