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From the top

New era begins for space professional development
By Gen. Lance Lord
Commander, Air Force Space Command

The magnitude and swiftness of
our military victories in Afghanistan
and Iraq was not possible without you,
the world’s greatest space and missile
team.
While you left no doubt about our
dominance in space and your contribution to joint operations, some improvements are still needed for developing
our future space leaders.
In 2001, the Space Commission
concluded the Department of Defense
had not fully developed a space cadre to
meet our nation’s needs, and they called
for broad initiatives to promote “a
stronger space culture through focused
education, training and experience.”
In the wake of these findings, the
Secretary of Defense charged each military service to produce a formal plan to
develop and track their space population. Air Force Space Command subsequently stood up a Task Force in August
2002 to build a plan on behalf of the Air
Force.
I’m pleased to announce we now
have an approved Air Force Space

Professional Strategy that lays out a
comprehensive roadmap for implementing key career development initiatives
and a path for growing our future space
leaders.
It’s important to understand this
program will be fully synchronized
with the Air Force’s new Force
Development initiative. That means
we’ll be developing better Air Force
leaders while we’re also building better
space professionals.
If you haven’t already done so, I
urge each of you to obtain a copy of the
Strategy and review our new approach.
This nine-page document can be down
loaded from our webpage at
https://halfway.peterson.af.mil/spacepro
or from the “Space Professional” link
on the Air Force Space Command
homepage.
The secret to success requires a
balanced combination of education,
training, and experience and we will
soon be unveiling new initiatives in each
of these areas. This does not mean
every space professional will follow the
same career path or pursue the same
educational opportunities. On the contrary, our goal is to provide the right

development at the right time for each
individual. Rest assured there will be
many pathways to success under this
new construct.
At this point you might be asking
who exactly is a space professional?
This was the first and most fundamental
question tackled by the Task Force.
Simply stated, the space population includes all specialties required to
take space systems from concept to
employment. Additionally, this team
draws from the Total Force concept
which is comprised of officer, enlisted,
civilian, Guard, and Reserve personnel.
After considerable analysis, the
core space population was determined
to include three disciplines – missile
operations, space operations and space
systems acquisition (engineers, scientists, and acquirers). These professionals not only serve in Air Force Space
Command, but throughout the entire Air
Force and National Reconnaissance
Office, as well as other government
agencies and sister Services.
Additionally, a large number of
mission support specialists also provide
vital space expertise in the fields of
intelligence, communications, weather,

sustainment, and maintenance. While
these individuals will continue to be
managed by their core functional managers, they will also be trained and
tracked as space professionals whenever
they serve in space-related assignments.
What comes next?
Now that we have an approved
strategy in hand, we are quickly moving
into the next phase of implementation.
New training and education initiatives
are already in the works, along with a
robust process for tracking, certifying
and documenting each individual’s
career development.
With all these moving parts, my
first priority is to keep you well
informed on our progress. To that end I
plan to issue a series of informational
papers, known as “Vigilant Vectors,” on
key space professional topics.
In the meantime, I encourage you
to explore all aspects of Space
Professional Development at the new
web site listed above.
This is just the beginning and I’m
confident this program will only
strengthen the Air Force’s reputation
for developing the world’s best space
professionals.

Action Lines
Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is your direct link to the 21st
Space Wing Commander. We suggest you first try to
resolve problems at the lowest level possible – with
the person or activity, and then follow the chain of
command.
Though it’s not required, we ask that you leave
your name and phone number so we can get back to
you for clarifications, or if your response isn’t printed. If you can’t get satisfactory results, call
556-7777. Or you can fax your question to 556-7848.

Thank You
July 19, the Peterson Youth Center sponsored a
little league baseball end-of-season awards ceremony.
My 5-year-old son, who isn’t a popular fan of drinking water, learned first hand what 90-degree Colorado
weather can do to you. At the conclusion of the ceremony, heat exhaustion and dehydration caused my son
to pass out on the playing field. The quick reaction of
the Youth Center staff allowed my wife to quickly

identify the fallen player as my son and quickly went
to his side. As my wife carried my son to a shaded
area, a truly amazing display of teamwork was shown
by numerous bystanders. Before my wife reached the
shade, someone was on the phone speaking to a 911
dispatcher. Even before that, an Air Force Academy
registered nurse (whose name we didn’t get) took
charge of the situation and began directing assistance
to help my son regain consciousness. The initial support from everyone, including other parents, was
tremendous. Minutes later, a fire truck, ambulance,
and two Security Forces vehicles arrived to provide
additional support and calm two very stressed out parents (my wife and I). I just want to extend my thanks
to everyone who helped my son, to include Sox the
Fox who provided comedic support as my son sat in
the ambulance awaiting release. Also, special thanks
to Rich Reed (one of the coaches) for his help. This
genuine display of humanity, professionalism, and
caring is what the Air Force and the 21st Space Wing
is all about. My family and I thank all of you from the
bottom of our hearts.

Wait worries
Question: Why does the pharmacy have one
person handling prescriptions? The last couple of
times that I had prescriptions filled, I had to wait
close to an hour to have my number called and then
wait another half-hour to an hour to get the medication. At one time they had all five stations open
and when your number was called, they filled the
prescriptions immediately, resulting in a total wait
of about an hour.
Answer: Recently, the Pharmacy installed a new
quality control system that adds additional processing
time to each prescription – this system is being
installed Air Force-wide as an automated measure to
limit potential medication errors. Another complicating
factor has been that we have been dispensing all of our
refills from one dedicated window – this process
changed when the refill operation relocated to the commissary on July 15. Depending on staff availability and
any unique situations arising with a new prescription,
the Pharmacy will now be able to dispense prescriptions from a minimum of four windows.
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 July 31, 1941 – The U.S. Army
Air Forces officially establishes
Tuskegee Army Air Field, Ala.
 Aug. 1, 1948 – The Air Force
Office of Special Investigations is
established.
 Aug. 1, 1971 – Brig. Gen. Jeanne
M. Holm becomes the first female general officer in the Air Force.
 Aug. 2, 1902 – The Army bought
the first airplane from the Wright
Brothers for $30,000.
 Aug. 4, 1955 – A Lockheed U-2
flew for the first time.
 Aug. 5, 1954 – The maiden flight
of the first Boeing B-52A.
 Aug. 6, 1945 – The first atomic
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima,
Japan. The bomb was carried by the
Enola Gay, a B-29.
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Air Force 2004 force structure changes impact Team Pete
The Air Force released the latest force structure
announcement July 23.
Each year, the Air Force provides a force structure announcement to Congress that outlines its intent
to realign, consolidate, and enhance the operations of
its units. This announcement addresses the President’s
budget, force structure, realignment, and management
actions required to achieve efficiencies, modernize, or
make organizational changes. It specifies the force
structure changes experienced by the Total Force –
active, Guard, and Reserve.
“These initiatives will result in a more efficient
use of air force resources and savings to the
American taxpayer over the long term,” said 21st
Space Wing Vice Commander, Col. Diann Latham.
“Our number one priority is to reduce the anxiety of
Air Force people: military, civilian, family members,
and retirees who will be affected by these force structure actions. At the same time, we’re concerned for
the welfare of the communities affected by these
changes.”
According to the announcement, the 21st Space
Wing loses 26 civilian authorizations as a result of the
workforce shaping.
The 21st SW’s geographically separated units
affected are the 13th Space Warning Squadron at Clear
Air Force Station, Alaska; the 18th Space Control

Infected bird
found on base
By Staff Sgt.
Shane Sharp
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The El Paso County
Health Department determined that a dead crow
found recently on Peterson
Air Force Base tested positive for the West Nile Virus.
The dead crow was
found July 16 by personnel
from the 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron along
Peterson Boulevard about
40 yards north of the base
youth center.
“Finding a bird that
tests positive for West Nile
Virus in Colorado is not
uncommon these days and
is certainly no cause for
alarm,” said Bud Burleson,
an information provider
with the Colorado Health
Line. “Birds are the host for
the virus. To date, 250 dead
birds have tested positive
for the virus in Colorado.”
According
to
Burleson, there are many
misconceptions about the
virus, including how it’s
transferred and how serious
it is.
“Although birds may
be hosts for the virus,
humans can’t contract the
virus by handling an infected dead bird. The only way
people can get the virus is
through a mosquito bite,”
said Burleson. “80 percent
of people infected with the
West Nile Virus won’t even
be affected by it or show

any symptoms. The majority of the remaining 20 percent of people infected will
show symptoms after 5-15
days that could include
headaches, fever, and a rash
in the place of the bite.”
According to the
Colorado Health Line,
only about 1 in 150 infected people develop the
more serious form of the
disease,
to
include
encephalitis and meningitis. People greater than 50
years old have the biggest
risk of developing the
more serious form of the
disease.
West Nile virus is a
disease transmitted by
mosquitoes. It is carried
by birds in the wild and
transmitted to humans by
mosquitoes that feed on
birds and then feed on
humans.
Base
members
should report dead and
dying birds found on base
to the entomology section
at 556-7754 during regular
hours and at 491-4942
after duty hours and on
weekends.
For more information
on the West Nile Virus, call
the Colorado Health Line at
1-877-462-2911 or visit
www.f ightthebite.com.
More information can also
be accessed at www.
WestNileVirusFacts.org.
(Information courtesy
of the Colorado Health
Line)

Squadron at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.; and the
20th SPCS at Eglin AFB, Fla.
The 13th SWS loses 39 military authorizations as
a result of initial mission transfer to the Air National
Guard.
The 18th SPCS inactivates and realigns part of its
mission to Peterson AFB, resulting in the loss of 28
military and four civilian authorizations.
The 20th SPCS loses seven civilian authorizations as a result of workforce shaping. Other mission
changes result in a gain of 13 military and loss of two
civilian authorizations.
The 721st Mission Support Group at Cheyenne
Mountain Air Force Station loses two civilian authorizations as a result of workforce shaping.
Air Force Space Command headquarters loses 98
military and 34 civilian positions as a result of management headquarters reductions. AFSPC field operating agencies gain 19 military for mission increases in
space systems sustainment and intelligence operations.
Detachment 5 of the Electronic Systems Center

loses five military and eight civilian authorizations as
a result of workforce shaping. The Air Force Research
Laboratory gains one military authorization to act as
the commander’s representative.
Air Force Reserve Command will activate a new
associate unit in support of AFSPC’s network operations and security center, resulting in an increase of
five active-duty and 15 drill authorizations.
The 302nd Airlift Wing reduces one C-130H aircraft resulting in a reduction of seven civilian and 25
drill authorizations. Other minor actions will result in
a decrease of one military and three civilian authorizations.
The FY04 force structure realignment results in a
total loss of 2,260 military authorizations, 2,839 civilian manpower positions, and 1,055 reserve drill
authorizations.
For the complete list of realignments, visit
www.af.mil/forcestr ucture04/force_str ucture
2004.html.
(Courtesy of Air Force Print News)

Hinson retirement ceremony Friday
North Gate
Lt. Gen. Robert Peterson Boulevard will
BLDG
C. Hinson’s retirement be closed between Otis
1
ceremony is scheduled
Street and Selfridge
for Aug. 1 at 10 a.m. at Street Friday, 9:30 a.m.12:30 p.m.
the base Parade Field.
West
From approxiGate
mately 9:30 a.m.-12:30
Parade
p.m.
on
Friday,
Commissary
field
BX
Peterson
Boulevard
will be closed between
Otis
Street
and
Selfridge Street to all
public traffic. Parking
will be available at The
.
lvd
B
Mission
Support Hangar
n
rso
Facility, Building 350,
140
e
t
Pe
BLDG
with buses available for
350
transportation to the
Parade Field from 8:30
a.m.-9:30 a.m. Buses will also a 15-gun cannon salute and an ing the ceremony.
In case of inclement
make return trips after the cere- aircraft fly-over. The base population should be aware of the weather, the ceremony will be
mony.
The ceremony will include noise disturbances planned dur- held in Hangar 140.

55 Team Pete captains selected for major
55 Team
Pete captains
were part of
the more than
2,200
Air
Force officers
selected for
major by the 2003A promotion
board, officials announced July
22. The board was held at the Air
Force Personnel Center at
Randolph Air Force Base May 5.
Board officials considered
3,036 captains for promotion in
the line, judge advocate general,
chaplain, medical service corps,
biomedical sciences corps and
nurse corps fields. They selected
2,215 people for advancement.
The entire list including
selection statistics can be found
on the Air Force Personnel Center
Web
site,
www.afpc.
randolph.af.mil. (Courtesy of
AFPC News Service)
Team Pete captains selected
for major:

Bass, Aaron C.
Behnken, Robert L.
Bovasso, Erik T.
Brech, Brian A.
Broyles, James A. Jr.
Chernak, Ronald A.
Dillow, Matthew E.
Duman, Evangelina F.
Eaker, Gina M.
Elliott, Gary L.
Evans, Charles F.
Ford, Arthur P. IV
Freedman, Kaylin
Fry, Allen W.
Fulmer, Jack D. II
Gagnon, Roger P.
Gibson, Jane E.
Githens, Dawn M.
Harner, Michael J.
Hayward, Gary T.
Hazen, Chad C.
Hegele, Wade S.
Hodges, Bradley K.
Horne, Debbie L.
Jacobs, Eric J.
Jeffries, Blake W.
Jenrette, Brian J.

Kies, David T.
King, Paul F.
Leeder, Guinevere R.
Lemley, Timothy J. Jr.
Lewis, John T. IV
Mansberger, David L.
McLaughlin, Kevin M.
Myers, Robert F. Jr.
Oldenburg, James A.
Om, Dennis
Patrick, William T.
Patton, Robert L.
Pearson, Timothy J.
Pelkington, Patrick J.
Penn, Cornell A.
Rousey, Joel M.B.
Rutter, Jeffrey G.
Ryan, Timothy R.
Schlachter, Preston S.
Solo, Christopher J.
Spaduzzi, Anthony W.
Stickles, Angela G.
Taffe, Joseph L.
Taylor, Bryan C.
Taylor, Thomas A.
Treat, Timothy J.
York, Banta M. III
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Motorcycle Safety Month

Motorcyclists: Protect yourself Riding gear gives
motorcyclists extra
measure of protection
By Master Sgt. Ty Foster
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

This is the second in a
series of articles addressing various aspects of managing the
risks associated with operating
motorcycles. The series’ primary audiences are motorcyclists, their supervisors, commanders, and all those who share
the road with motorcyclists.
As I sat down to write this
article, a staff sergeant friend of
mine who is stationed at Beale
Air Force Base, Calif., called me
on the phone.
“Guess what I got,” he
asked.
“Married,” was my first
response. I followed that up with
a new pickup truck, then a house.
“My Harley,” he said. With
the pride of a new father, he dealt
out detailed specs on his $21,000
hunk of 100th Anniversary
American-made engineering.
He started talking about
one of his break-in rides. During
a motorcycle’s “break-in” period,
operators are encouraged to stay
below 55 mph and “take it easy”
so as to let the engine’s internal
components seat properly.
He was 450 miles into his
500-mile break-in. Cars were
passing him and his cool ride left
and right. He’d had enough. He

blasted past a line of cars –
straight into a swarm of bugs that
peppered his face and bike. Two
of the little winged devils even
made their way into his ear
canals.
“I’m getting a full-faced
helmet,” he told me. At the time,
he’d been wearing a half-helmet.
The full-faced helmet offers
more protection from the environment – to include bugs. Aside
from the obvious bug protection,
the full-face will protect his hearing, his eyes, and, if need be, his
skull in the event of a crash.
“I like the ‘Harley look,’”
he said. Leather vest, shortsleeved T-shirt, jeans, and boots
were all he would wear when he
went to an upcoming motorcycle
rally.
I reminded him that the Air
Force and Department of
Defense Instructions required the
full regalia of protective equipment for active-duty military
members at all times, not just on
base.
I ran down the laundry list:
a Department of Transportation,
Snell Memorial, or American
National Standards Institute standards-approved helmet which is
properly fastened under the chin.
He knows that while the
Beanie helmets may appeal to
some riders because they are

both light and inexpensive, they
offer virtually no protection to
the skull in the event of an
impact. So, when people ask me
how much they should pay for a
helmet, I respond, “How much is
your head worth?”
Regardless of how cool he
wants to look on his trick new
ride, I reminded my friend that
the Air Force also regulates protective eyewear for motorcycle
riders.
He wears impact resistant
goggles, but when he gets his
full-faced helmet, he can use the
properly fastened face-shield as
eye protection. He knows that
neither eyeglasses nor sunglasses
are authorized by the instructions.
He’s also smart enough to
realize the reasoning: windblast
at highway speeds causes the
eyes to dry out. The eye’s natural response is to tear up. Tears
obscure the vision thereby
reducing the rider’s No. 1 sense
for perceiving hazards in his
path. Additionally, studies have
shown that riders who only wear
sunglasses as eye protection are
less likely to turn their heads to
check their blindspots. Why?
Because the force of the wind
rips their sunglasses right off
their face.
See Motorcycle, Page 5

While an alert mind and sound street riding
strategies are essential for motorcycle operators, good
riding gear is equally important.
Department of Defense Instruction 6055.4 and
Air Force Instruction 91-207 outline mandatory protective equipment for base motorcycle riders.
Helmets must be certified to meet Department of
Transportation, Snell Memorial, or American National
Standards Institute standards, and be properly fastened
under the chin. “Beanie” helmets do not fulfill DOT
safety requirements and are not authorized.
Eye protection must be impact- or shatter-resistant goggles, or full-face shield, properly attached to
the helmet. Eyeglasses alone are not proper eye protection, nor is a motorcycle windshield, unless the
windshield is equal to or higher than the height of the
operator’s helmet, when sitting in an upright position.
Sturdy footwear is mandatory. Leather boots or
over-the-ankle shoes are strongly recommended.
Protective clothing: Long trousers and a longsleeved shirt or jacket must be worn while operating or
riding on a motorcycle.
Additionally, a brightly colored, outer upper garment must be worn during daytime rides and a reflective upper garment must be worn at night. These must
be clearly visible and not covered by backpacks or
similar accessories.
Gloves: Riders and their passengers will wear
full-fingered gloves that are designed for use on a
motorcycle.
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– Motorcycle, From Page 4

Voila! No eye protection.
Since he doesn’t have a
windshield on his shiny Hog,
I didn’t have to tell him that
it isn’t considered adequate
eye protection unless the
windshield is equal to or
higher than the height of the
operator’s helmet, when sitting in an upright position.
His ideal image already
factored in leather boots. He
knows we’re required to
wear sturdy footwear and
that over-the-ankle shoes are
strongly encouraged.
The
long
pants
required by Air Force
Instruction 91-207 didn’t
seem to be a problem either.
He’d probably buy some
leather chaps soon, too. A
Kevlar impregnated riding
suit just didn’t seem to fit the
image he was shooting for
though.
He had a good set of
leather motorcycle gloves.
They’d come in handy with
the bugs, and they also gave
him better grip on his hand
controls.
He balked at having to
wear long sleeved shirt or
jacket all of the time. Then
the all-too-familiar argument
against the contrasting col-

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, July 31, 2003

ored, outer upper garment –
most people commonly think
of the infamous orange vest
– popped up.
We didn’t even get to
the fact that he has to wear a
reflective upper garment
when riding at night.
As a fellow Air Force
professional and his senior in
rank, I had to step up on my
Core Values soapbox to show
him the big picture.
“It doesn’t really matter
what you think about wearing them,” I told him. “You
gave up that choice when
you took your Oath of
Enlistment.” Just as wearing
our hair and our uniform are
matters of compliance, so
too, is wearing all of the protective equipment required
by military instructions.
“It’s about your integrity, not your image,” I told
him.
What the required riding gear may do is protect us
from serious injury or death
in the event of a collision.
“Nothing you wear will
prevent an accident,” I said.
“The only protective gear
that will do that is between
your ears.”
Motorcycle safety really is an attitude – got it?
Good!

5

Services Commander AF best
Senior Airman Sue Mrowiec
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The 21st Services Squadron Commander recently
received the Air Force Services
Award for Field Grade Officer
of the Year.
Maj. John T. Linn has
been the 21st SVS Commander
at Peterson Air Force Base for
about a year and insists receiving this award “is a reflection on
other people more than on
myself.
“I’ve had a lot of support
from a super corps of junior and
senior noncommissioned officers, company grade officers,
and civilians who welcomed me

with open arms and gave me
advice.”
Linn was at Baghdad
International Airport in Iraq
supporting Operation Iraqi
Freedom when he learned of his
award.
“I think this was the first
time a Services Commander
from Air Force Space Command deployed forward with the
troops,” said Linn.
He described his mission
at BIAP as being “part of a
management team leading a
unit composed of services personnel from around the world,
including nine from Peterson.”
This year, Linn led the
squadron to the Gen. Curtis E.

LeMay Services Award for the
best overall services squadron in
Air Force Space Command. He
also directed the Fitness Center
to an Air Force “Five Star” fitness award, and a rating as Best
Fitness Center in the Air Force.
Now that he’s home, Linn
is focused on Team Pete. “Our
goal, as always, is to educate
Services folks on how to make
good customer service decisions on the front lines.
Customers should feel like their
meeting the experts.”
It is these “folks” to whom
Linn attributes his success.
“The great people I work
with contributed to my winning
this award.”

Vosler NCO Academy graduates 135
On July 11, 135 students graduated from
Peterson’s Forrest L. Vosler NCO Academy, as
Class 03-5.
Tech. Sgt. John A. Fletcher, 22nd
Communications Squadron, McConnell Air
Force Base, Kan., was presented the John L.
Levitow Award. Tech. Sgt. Michael S. Joseph,
34th Training Group, U.S. Air Force Academy,
Colo., was awarded the Academic Achievement
Award. Tech. Sgt. Jacob C. Simmons, 3rd Space
Operations Squadron, Schriever Air Force Base,
Colo., earned the Commandant’s Award.
Joseph and Simmons were also named
Distinguished Graduates, along with Tech. Sgts.
Krysti C. A. Blask, ROTC, Detachment 855,
Provo City, Utah; Allen B. Dones, 566th
Information Operations Squadron, Buckley

AFB, Colo.; Paul Gaylord Jr., U.S. Northern
Command, Peterson AFB, Colo.; Timothy B.
Kasper, North American Aerospace Defense
Command Inspector General, Peterson AFB;
Todd D. Lawson, 1st Space Control Squadron,
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station, Colo.;
Larry J. Mack Jr., 368th Recruiting Squadron,
Hill AFB, Utah; Scott A. Myers, 5th Air Support
Operations Squadron, Ft. Lewis, Wash.;
Reginald E. Prothro, 367th Recruiting
Squadron, Colorado Springs, Colo.; Dennis K.
Sunderland, 361st Recruiting Squadron,
Roseburg, Ore.; Richard P. Van De Walle, 75th
Mission Support Squadron, Hill AFB; and
Charles E. Wilds, 92nd Security Forces
Squadron, Fairchild AFB, Wash.
See Page 13
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Wholesome Family Fun – Western Style
Pikes Peak or Bust
Rodeo set for Aug. 6-10
By Christie Bond
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The 63rd annual Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo is just
around the corner, scheduled for Aug. 6-10, at the
Colorado Springs World Arena.
Of the 700-plus rodeos sanctioned each year by
the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association, the Pikes
Peak or Bust Rodeo ranks in the top 20 in the nation.
It is also the hometown rodeo of the PRCA, which
is headquartered with the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame in
Colorado Springs.
But what does a rodeo have to do with the military? Since World War II, proceeds from the rodeo have
gone to local military family programs, and every performance has been dedicated to the men and women of
America’s armed forces. Last year, the local military
community received more than $25,000. The higher the
attendance at the rodeo, the more money they have to
donate to military programs.
The rodeo queen, known as the Girl of the West,
and her aide visited Team Pete July 14-16 to promote
the rodeo.
“We’re ambassadors for the rodeo,” said Katie
Riffe, 2003 Girl of the West. “We go to service clubs,
rodeos, parades, and the area military bases to encourage
people to come and support the rodeo and the military.”
The girls are committed to two years with the
rodeo, the first as Aide to the Girl of the West and the
second as the Girl of the West. They will travel about
3,000 miles this year, making more than 100 promotional appearances, according to Corliss Palmer, escort

Photo by Dennis Plummer

During a visit with preschoolers at the main Child
Development Center, Katie Riffe, Girl of the West,
autographs a picture for the class as Amanda
Wessel, Aide, looks on.

for the Girl of the West and her Aide.
The rodeo kicks off on Aug. 6 with a “Kiddie
Dress-up Review” and parade in downtown Colorado
Springs. The Kiddie Dress-up Review begins at 8 a.m.
in Acacia Park. It is an opportunity for kids to dress up
in western attire and compete for trophies and prizes.
The parade begins at 10 a.m. Aug. 6 along Tejon
Street in downtown Colorado Springs. The theme of
this year’s parade is “Home of the Brave.” Gen. Ed
Eberhart, NORAD Commander in Chief and
Commander, U.S. Northern Command, will serve as the
grand marshal.
The doors at the World Arena open at 5 p.m. nightly and at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday. The nightly performances begin at 7 p.m., with the finals held on Sunday at
1:30 p.m.

Different military organizations are recognized
each night. Aug. 6 is Fort Carson Night, Aug. 7 is
NORAD/USNORTHCOM Night, Aug. 8 is Air Force
Space Command Night and Aug. 9 is Air Force
Academy Night. People can attend any night they
choose, but are encouraged to come on the night their
unit will be honored.
New for 2003 is a barbeque to be held every night
at 5 p.m., prior to the 7 p.m. start of the rodeo. On
Sunday, the barbeque will begin at 11:30 a.m.. Food
and beverages will be available for purchase, and a children’s inflatable playground will be set up.
The concert lineup for 2003 includes country
music star Tanya Tucker on Aug. 8, and Rushlow Aug.
9. Both concerts will begin immediately following the
rodeo and are included in the cost of admission.
Ticket prices range from $8 to $26.50 Wednesday,
Thursday and Sunday. Military discounts of $2 off of
all ticket prices are available for these days. Tickets
range from $11.50 to $31.50 on Friday and Saturday.
Discounts are not available these nights. The price differences are due to the inclusion of the special concerts
following the rodeo on Friday and Saturday.
Admission is free for people who volunteer to
help with the rodeo. To volunteer, call Master Sgt.
Bobby Hamilton at 554-7679.
Tickets are available at the Peterson ITT office in
the Community Activities Center, online at www.ticketswest.com, or at the World Arena box office. They
can also be purchased at all area King Soopers and
Independent Records, both Western Warehouse locations, the Citadel Mall Information Booth, the Pueblo
Convention Center, and the Fort Carson ITT Office.
“The Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo supports local
military families and is a really good show,” said Riffe.
“Come on down to the World Arena August 6 through
10!”
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AFSPC vice commander reflects on upcoming retirement
By Christina Paguyo
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Leader, mentor, commander, husband, father, and
innovator: Lt. Gen. Robert Hinson wears these titles
with passion and dedication. After 33 years of Air Force
service, he will retire as vice commander of Air Force
Space Command Friday. As Hinson reflects on the
future, his memories travel back to the leader who first
inspired him.
In 1970, Hinson’s determination and resolve as an
administrative specialist grabbed his wing commander’s
attention at Scott Air Force Base, Ill. “Colonel John
Self took a personal interest in me, a young airman, and
vectored me into pursuing Officer Training School and
pilot training,” recalls Hinson.
Self ’s encouragement and motivation helped
Hinson pass the physical exam and enter OTS with flying colors.
After OTS, Hinson’s career soared. His passion
for flying made him a command pilot with more than
3,000 flying hours, primarily in bomber aircraft. He
commanded many units including a bomb squadron,
operations group, tactics and training wing, bomb wing,
space wing, and numbered air force. Hinson was
Deputy Commander in Chief of U.S. Strategic
Command for two years before his current position.
Throughout 33 years, Hinson has moved 23 times,
received 21 assignments, worked under the leadership
of seven presidents and seen three wars. Although he
has witnessed much reorganization, he said, the Air
Force has not changed in one aspect: it consistently
draws people who are dedicated and determined to go
above and beyond without concern for pay or status.
“Leadership requires dedication … professionalism … and the ability to show emotion. As a leader,
you make decisions that are timely and sensible, but
you’re not always popular in every case,” said Hinson.
“But regardless of popularity, you’re always trying to

do the right thing.”
During Operation Iraqi Freedom, Hinson was on
the front lines of space’s contributions to the ground
war.
Space and technology helped troops navigate in
severe conditions, assisted aviators in the delivery of
weapons and enabled precision weaponry to be used
more accurately than ever before. Troops took advantage of the obvious high ground of space without putting people in harm’s way, he said.
“The success of OIF is one milestone as to where
we are today, but it is only a steppingstone to where we
will ultimately need to be 10, 20 years down the road,”
commented Hinson.
Hinson carries the torch of inspiration by guiding
and cultivating troops today. “You’ve got to enjoy what
you do,” advised Hinson. “You’re in this not necessarily
for the money, you’re in this for a whole different reason
when it comes to serving for a cause.”
This cause means protecting our freedoms, our
lives and our families, which are an integral part of the
Air Force. The Air Force provides stability and predictability to our folks, so they can do important things
with families, like going to kids’ baseball games or soccer games or share family times, said Hinson.
Sharing those family times made the journey possible, according to the general, who has been married to
wife Karen since 1969 and is “dad” to children Lisa,
Bryan, and Stephen. “I certainly could not have done
any of those things without Karen or our kids. I think
Karen is about as dedicated and committed to the Air
Force as I am. It has been an absolutely incredible
adventure for my entire family.”
After retirement, Hinson hopes to continue to
work in a role that contributes to the community or supports the military. Such passion can best be described
by Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s famous words in 1962:
“Duty, honor, country: Those three hallowed words reverently dictate what you ought to be, what you can be,

A young Airman
Robert C. Hinson
(below) was on
the
receiving
end of exceptional mentoring,
and today (left)
he carries that
legacy by guiding tomorrow’s
leaders. General
Hinson retires
from the Air
Force
Friday
after 33 years of
service.

what you will be.” Hinson
is a testament to these
words as he practices the
Air Force core values in
his professional and personal life: Integrity first,
service before self, and
excellence in all we do.
Thirty-three years
ago, a wing commander
motivated a young airman
Courtesy photos
to succeed. Today, that
airman is an exemplary
leader who guides airmen to do great things. And 33
years from now, those airmen – tomorrow’s leaders – are
forever touched by Hinson’s legacy of honesty, fairness
and philanthropy.
“Serving in this capacity is the absolute pinnacle of
my career, and there will never be anything quite like it.
My only regret about the Air Force,” said Hinson, his
voice filled with emotion, “is I have to retire.”

