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EXERCISE ALERT: Peterson AFB and the 21st Space Wing will be conducting a base-wide
exercise Monday through Friday next week. During the exercise, you may experience limited
customer service functions and traffic delays in exercise scenario areas. See page 4.
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NORTH GATE TEST: During early morning hours next week, the 21st Security Forces will be conducting a test at the North Gate
to evaluate an option expediting traffic flow. One outbound lane will be converted to allow inbound traffic to enter the base and
turn into the Building 1, 2, 3 Headquarters area. There will still be one outbound lane at the gate.
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From the top

Wing Commander briefs Team Pete on Columbia findings
By Tech. Sgt. Michael Phillips
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

“One year ago yesterday, for the
second time in our lifetime, a space
shuttle had come apart, resulting in
tragedy. About two and a half hours
later, I was called to be part of (the
Columbia Accident Investigation)
Board.”
With those remarks, 21st Space
Wing Commander, Brig. Gen. Duane
Deal, began the first of two briefings in
the Peterson Air Force Base Auditorium,
marking the first anniversary of the
Space Shuttle Columbia disaster.
“Exactly one year ago at this time
– 4 o’clock Central Time – I was standing on a ramp at Barksdale (Air Force
Base, La.), as two Blackhawk helicopters flew in from Texas to bring in the
first (shuttle crew) remains,” he said.
“We had a ceremony for them at 4
o’clock in the afternoon, Central Time,
so this time is very meaningful for me.”
During the 90-minute sessions,
General Deal discussed his appointment
to the Columbia Accident Investigation
Board, and gave an overview of the
Board’s investigation procedures and
findings.
“NASA is an excellent organization. Look at some of the achievements

they’ve had. In less than 10 years, these
folks were able to put a man on the
moon,” the General said. “The Mars
Rover that just landed – a great success
story!
“However, we weren’t asked to
look at the success stories, we were told
to find out what happened to the space
shuttle, and how to prevent it from happening again,” General Deal said. “We
turned over lots of rocks at NASA. We
found it’s a great organization but, like
most organizations, they’ve got some
shiny rocks, and they had some dirty
rocks – and they had some major dirty
ones.”
General Deal noted that thousands
of hours were spent poring over film,
video, photographs, and maintenance
records to determine what had happened
to bring down Columbia. A chunk of
foam dislodged during liftoff was found
to have struck the leading edge of the
shuttle’s left wing. To be able to prove
for certain that this was the cause of the
break-up, and to recommend ways to
prevent a recurrence would require
months of experimentation, recreating
all possible scenarios.
“The technical cause of what
brought down the shuttle – ‘the foam
did it.’”
Though the exact cause of the fail-
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General Deal talks with members of the media prior to his Columbia presentation at Peterson’s Base Auditorium.

ure was found to be the foam striking
the leading edge of Columbia’s wing,
organizational failures were also noted.
“If I could boil it down to one
word, it would be ‘complacency,’” he
said. “That’s exactly what NASA got
into after all these years. After
Challenger, they’d fallen right back into
some of the same traps.
One year later General Deal
answered the question that was on
everyone’s mind, would the shuttle fly
again? “If NASA takes the medicine we
prescribed for them and makes the recommended changes, then I’m confident

Action Lines
Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is your direct link to the 21st
Space Wing Commander. We suggest you first try to
resolve problems at the lowest level possible – with
the person or activity, and then follow the chain of
command.
Though it’s not required, we ask that you leave
your name and phone number so we can get back to
you for clarifications, or if your response isn’t printed. If you can’t get satisfactory results, call 556-7777.
Or you can fax your question to 556-7848.

Gate backups
Question: With the early morning traffic
influx on the base, why can’t they close one of the
gates, maybe the West Gate or the North Gate,
from 6:45 to 7:45 a.m. for all traffic coming in. It
is terrible in the mornings, and people are all over
the place. Thank you.

Answer: Thank you for your concern and observation of this possible safety issue. We are about to
test the feasibility of using an outbound lane for early
morning inbound traffic at the North Gate; this will
hopefully reduce the time it takes personnel to be positively identified and enter the installation. If
approved and implemented, this change will require
the cooperation and patience of personnel to change
their route of travel in order to take advantage of this
new procedure, and will also require additional ID
checkers. We encourage people to also try the “no
waiting” East Gate, and organizations to consider
staggered reporting. Eventually, constructions projects will alleviate the load, but those remedies are 1-3
years away as we await funding. The base populace
will be notified of any additional changes in entry
procedures for Peterson Air Force Base. If you have
further questions, contact Master Sgt. Timothy
Sumpter at 556-8235.

the shuttle can safely return to flight.”
General Deal did express both optimism
and skepticism during his brief.
“While I applaud the recent NASA
Mars success, I’m still concerned that
NASA will focus more on the pressures
of the shuttle returning to flight, instead
of making changes that could potentially save the lives of our courageous
heroes.
“While space flight is inherently
dangerous, if they stick to the plan the
investigation recommended, they should
be able to safely return to flight and
inspire a new generation.”

21 SW members
win 14th AF awards
Three members of the 21st Space Wing were
recently selected as 14th Air Force Quarterly
Award winners for the Fourth Quarter of 2003.
The trio were among the 21st Space Wing
winners announced during the quarterly awards
luncheon Jan. 21.
Capt. Heidi A. Paulson, 1st Space Control
Squadron, was named the winner in the Company
Grade Officer category.
Airman 1st Class Shantae T. Shinholster,
21st Security Forces Squadron, took top honors in
the Airman category.
In the Civilian Category II category, Cynthia
D. White, 21st Aeromedical Dental Squadron was
recognized as the best.
Congratulations to the winners on their
selection.
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n Feb. 6, 1959 – The Air Force successfully launches the first Titan I
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile.
n Feb. 6, 1967 – The North
American
Aerospace
Defense
Command’s Space Defense Center
moves into Cheyenne Mountain,
Colo., completing the movement of all
units into the hardened, underground
facility.
n Feb. 8, 1908 – Three bids for the
Army’s first airplane are approved by
the Secretary of War.
n Feb. 10, 1994 – Lt. Jeannie Flynn,
the first woman selected for U.S. Air
Force combat pilot training, completes
training in an F-15E Eagle.
n Feb. 11, 1913 – The first bill to
establish a separate Aviation Corps
failed to pass.
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Mountain officer rises to Air Force-level recognition
By Staff Sgt. Sue Mrowiec
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

A member of the 721st Security Forces
Squadron was selected as the Air Force Security
Forces Outstanding Company Grade Officer of the
Year.
Capt. Grant Hargrove, the 721st SFS Deputy
Commander, distinguished himself by vigilantly
enforcing security measures while deployed and at
home in support of the War on Terror.
“I was not at all surprised that Capt. Hargrove
was selected as the Air Force Security Forces CGO of
the Year,” said Maj. William Cannon, 721st SFS
Commander. “Captain Hargrove is, without a doubt,
the best CGO I’ve worked with in 22 years of service,
and, as the Commander, I feel extremely fortunate to
have him as my Deputy.”
Capt. Hargrove earned recognition for his contributions during Operation IRAQI FREEDOM,
including a Bronze Star for engaging in ground combat against the enemy.

“His duty accomplishments at Ali Al Salem Air
Base in support of OIF were quite impressive, resulting in a Bronze Star, an Air Force Commendation
Medal, and an Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with
Valor,” Major Cannon said.
“He was a true battlefield leader, responsible for
providing a secure ground environment during 16
Iraqi missile attacks, and 35 consecutive days in Force
Protection Condition Delta,” he said.
As acting Expeditionary Security Forces
Squadron Commander during the Sept. 11 anniversary, Captain Hargrove tailored base defense under
Force Protection Condition Delta to counter a specific threat.
He led 380 coalition security forces protecting
the world’s largest air base with 12,800 personnel and
312 combat aircraft.
Captain Hargrove coordinated the Security
Forces response for two terrorist attacks in Kuwait,
and guided security responses for two off-base
Predator Unmanned Aerial Vehicle crashes.
Furthermore, the captain ensured the safety of

the most forward deployed wing in theater, with five
U.S. military components and four nations.
The flawless security he provided assured seamless air operations with 11,000 combat sorties.
His contributions helped lead the 386th Air
Expeditionary Wing to an Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award with Valor.
Captain Hargrove’s tempo didn’t slow when he
returned to the Front Range.
“He took the lead in preparing the unit for the
Air Force Space Command Inspector General
Compliance Inspection, resulting in an ‘Outstanding’
rating for the squadron, three ‘Professional Teams,’
and a ‘Professional Performer,’” the Commander said.
“The ‘Outstanding’ rating was the highest awarded to
a Security Forces unit within AFSPC in at least three
years. It’s a testament to his leadership ability, knowledge, and dedication to duty, in addition to the efforts
of all the Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station cops.”
“We were fortunate to have him join the Peterson
Team last May, and his contributions have continued
to be impressive,” Major Cannon said.

Space command hosts chiefs’ orientation
Fourteen chief master sergeants
from Front Range bases participated in
Air Force Space Command’s 2004
Chiefs’ Orientation Jan. 20-23.
The orientation was co-hosted by
Chief Master Sgt. Ron Kriete, AFSPC
Command Chief Master Sergeant, and
Chief Master Sgt. Michael Eitnier, Air
Force Academy Command Chief. The
orientation program is designed to give
newly selected chiefs a better understanding of the responsibilities of their
new position, and the leadership roles
they will fill.
During their week of orientation,
the future chiefs met with Gen. Lance
Lord, AFSPC Commander, and received
briefings from the Air Force Enlisted
Foundation and the Air Force Personnel

Center Chiefs’ Group. They also met
with the AFSPC Surgeon General
Directorate to discuss the new Air Force
fitness program.
The agenda also included extensive
discussion periods with the fifth Chief
Master Sgt. of the Air Force, Robert
Gaylor, and retired Brig. Gen. Malham
Wakin. The chief master sergeant
selects also met with Chief Master Sgt.
Steven F. Crocker, 14th Air Force
Command Chief, and Chief Master Sgt.
Michael E. Morey, 20th Air Force
Command Chief.
The week culminated in a Chiefs’
Induction Ceremony at Peterson’s
Enlisted Club.
(Courtesy of Air Force Space
Command Public Affairs)
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The fifth Chief
Master Sgt. of
the Air Force,
Robert Gaylor,
speaks at the
Chief Induction
ceremony Jan.
23
at
the
Peterson AFB
Enlisted Club.

Clinic kicks off Children’s Dental Health Month activities
By Patricia Moreaux
21st Dental Squadron

Every February since 1981,
dental
professionals
have
observed Children’s Dental
Health Month.
The focus is to improve the
oral health of children, and make
them aware that good dental care
is vital to maintaining overall
health.
On Tuesday, Brig. Gen.
Duane Deal, 21st Space Wing
Commander, kicked off the celebration at the Peterson Child
Development Center by signing a
proclamation in support of the
21st
Aeromedical
Dental
Operations
Squadron
and
Children’s Dental Health Month.
Throughout the month, the
staff at the Peterson and
Schriever Dental Clinics will be
visiting the Child Development
Centers and local schools to educate children on the importance
of good oral habits.
Stops for the Dental Clinic

kicked off on Wednesday with a
visit to Evans Elementary, and
will include visits to Venetucci
Elementary on Friday, the
Peterson Child Development
Center Annex on Monday, Falcon
Elementary
on
Tuesday,
Woodman Hills Elementary, Feb.
17, and the Colorado Springs
Christian School on Feb. 20.
A coloring contest for preschoolers through third graders is
also being conducted. Entries are
available at the Peterson Library,
Bowling Alley, and Pediatric
Clinic. Winners will be
announced by the end of
February.
Parents should take an
active role in their child’s dental
habits. It’s important that children
establish good dental practices at
an early age. Early childhood
decay can lead to many problems, including difficulty with
speech and eating. Here are a few
tips parents can use to help their
child maintain a healthy smile:
n Gently clean your baby’s

gums with a damp washcloth or
gauze pad.
n Never allow an infant to
nurse continuously from a bottle
of milk, formula, or juice.
n Help your child brush
and floss until they are old
enough to do an effective job.
The
American
Dental
Association recommends that
children under 7 receive help
from an adult.
n Schedule regular dental
checkups, beginning no later than
6 months after the first baby
tooth appears.
n Ask your dentist about
placing sealants on your child’s
permanent molars.
n Allow your child to chew
only sugarless gum and avoid
candy and soda.
n If your child plays sports,
make sure he or she always wears
a mouthguard.
For more information
regarding dental care, call the
Peterson Dental Clinic at 5561333.

Photo by G. Dennis Plummer

During his visit to Peterson’s Child Development Center,
Brig. Gen. Duane Deal, 21st Space Wing Commander, visited with children at the CDC, and passed our gift bags.
General Deal also signed a formal proclamation declaring
February as Children’s Dental Health Month.
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PHONE BOOK RECYCLING
Peterson AFB personnel can continue to drop off
phone books for recycling until Feb. 29. Drop-off containers are located in the parking lot next to
McDonald’s and the Recycling Yard south of Building
1324, until Saturday. For more information, call the
Environmental Flight at 556-0963 or 556-8059.

TEAM PETE NCO INDUCTION
CEREMONY
The monthly Team Pete NCO Induction and
Recognition Ceremony will be 3 p.m. Friday in the
Enlisted Club. Come out and congratulate our newest
NCO promotees.

BLACK HERITAGE LUNCHEON
This year’s Black Heritage Luncheon will be 11
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Feb. 19 at the Peterson Officers’ Club.
The cost will be $15. For more information, call Capt.
Benjamin Nelson at 554-3853.

GOSPEL EXTRAVAGANZA 2004
SCHEDULED
Gospel Extravaganza 2004 will be held at 5 p.m.
Feb. 28 at the Peterson AFB Auditorium. All Team Pete
members are invited. A reception will follow immediately afterward. The Gospel Extravaganza Committee
meets at 3 p.m. Thursdays at the Base Chapel.
Volunteers are needed to make this year’s programs a
success. For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Jeffery Smith at 554-3591, or e-mail jeffery.smith
@peterson.af.mil.

PETERSON BLACK HERITAGE
COMMITTEE
The Peterson Air Force Base Black Heritage
Committee meets every Tuesday at 3 p.m. in the
Family Support Center.

ASIAN-PACIFIC HERITAGE COMMITTEE
The Asian-Pacific Heritage Committee will meet
every Wednesday through May, from ll a.m.-noon at
the Military Equal Opportunity office. The committee
is looking for volunteers and everyone is welcome to
attend. For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Aaron Konia at 554-2475, Yong Sharp at 556-7691, or
Dolly Daniels at 556-7039.

MILITARY MEMBERS SAVE ON
VEHICLE REGISTRATION
Active duty military members are exempt from
paying “resident” personal property or ownership tax
when registering a vehicle. An Affidavit of NonResidency form must be completed. For more information, visit the El Paso County Web site at
http://car.elpasoco.com, and click on “Press Releases,”
or call the Motor Vehicle Department at 520-6240.

News Briefs
PERSONNEL BRIEF:
CUSTOMER SERVICE HOURS
Need an Identification Card? Customer Service
hours are Monday-Friday 8 a.m.- 4 p.m., except
Wednesdays. Wednesday hours are 9:45 a.m.-5 p.m.
due to in-house training.

PERSONNEL BRIEF:
USAF SELECTION BOARD SCHEDULE
Air Force officials have approved the following
changes to the schedule for selection boards convening
in Calendar Year 2004. The Senior NCO Supplemental
Boards originally scheduled to convene Aug. 23 have
been moved to Aug. 30, to allow for conduct of the
Command Screening Board, which has been moved
from Sept. 20 to Aug. 16.

EXERCISE COMING NEXT WEEK
Due a base-wide exercise Monday through
Feb. 13, there will be limited customer service
functions across base. For more information, contact the 21st Space Wing Inspector General’s
office at 556-6485.

COMMISSARY ASKS FOR PATIENCE
Frustration by low stock levels at all Front Range
commissaries is at an all-time-high due to a major
change in distributors. Manufacturers have given the
Commissary a six-week window before all products are
expected to be available on Commissary shelves. For
more information, contact Randi Robinson by phone at
556-7765 or via e-mail at randi.robinson@deca.mil.

HELP DESK RESETS CAC PINS
The capability to reset the Personal Identification
Number on the Common Access Card is now available
at the Peterson Communication Help Desk in Building
1038, Monday-Friday from 6 a.m.- 6 p.m. Only CAC
owners can reset their own cards. Customers whose
cards cannot be reset due to card problems will be
referred to the Military Personnel Flight. The system
equipment in Building 1038 cannot issue or post certifications to CAC cards. That capability is only provided
at the MPF.

MOMS IN MOTION
There is a Moms In Motion exercise class for
pregnant and postpartum moms every Tuesday and
Thursday from 9-10 a.m. at the Garcia Gym on Fort
Carson. Call 526-394 for information.

DISTANCE LEARNING TESTING
The Education Office acts as a proctor for examinations from colleges and universities for students
enrolled in Distance Learning courses. People needing
test proctoring may call the Education Office at 5564034 to schedule a test. Testing is currently done at noon

on Mondays and Tuesdays. Call Carolynn Farrell at 5565034 or e-mail carolynn.farrell@peterson.af.mil for
more information.

FAMILY CHILD CARE PROGRAM
Are you interested in providing child care in your
home evenings and weekends? The Family Child Care
Program is looking for someone to provide evening and
weekend childcare for shift workers and reservists. If
you are interested in providing this type of care, call the
Family Child Care Office at 556-4322.

FAMILY CHILD CARE PROVIDERS MUST
BE LICENSED
Military spouses who provide child care, or who
want to care for children other than their own for a total
of 10 hours or more per week, must be licensed to do so
in quarters on base. The Mission Support Group
Commander may revoke the housing privileges of individuals who provide childcare, but refuse to become
licensed. To learn more about Family Child Care, call
556-4322.

ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET
The 2003 21st Space Wing Annual Awards
Banquet is slated for Feb. 19. Retired Chief Master Sgt.
Bob Gaylor, the fifth Chief Master Sergeant of the Air
Force, is the guest speaker.
Unit First Sergeants, or their designates, have prorata sheets available for ticket purchase. Meal cost is
$22 for club members and $25 for non-members for a
chicken or beef entrée. A vegetarian meal is available
upon request for $17 for members and $20 for nonmembers. For more information, call the chairman at
556-1339.

NEW YORK AIR GUARD OPENINGS
The 109th Airlift Wing in Scotia, N.Y., has traditional Guard vacancies in the following career fields:
1A2X1, 1C3X1, 1N0X1, 2A5X1, 2A5X3, 2A6X1,
2A6X2, 2A6X4, 2A6X5, 2A6X6, 2A7X1, 2A7X3,
2E1X3, 2F0X1, 2S0X1, 2T0X1, 3C1X1, 3C3X1,
3M0X1, 3P0X1, 4A0X1, 4A1X1, 4A2X1, 4D0X1,
4N0X1, 4P0X1, 4T0X1, and 6C0X1. For information,
call Master Sgt. Wesley Ryerson at DSN 344-2456, or
1-800-524-5070, or e-mail Wesley.Ryerson@nyscot.
ang.af.mil.

AFSPC COMMANDER TO HOLD CHAT
DISCUSSION
All Air Force Space Command personnel are
invited to log on via the Air Force Portal for a chat with
AFSPC Commander Gen. Lance Lord to discuss force
development from 11:15-11:45 a.m. Friday.
To join the Air Force Instant Messenger Chat,
open Internet Explorer and go to the Air Force Portal at
http://my.af.mil. For help with the Portal, contact the
Portal Helpdesk at DSN 596-5771.

www.peterson.af.mil
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Military retirees see pay increase
ARLINGTON, Va. – An estimated 150,000 military retirees received an increase in their pay Feb. 2.
The National Defense Authorization Act, enacted in
November, significantly modified a long-standing law
preventing retirees from receiving full retired pay if
they also received disability pay from the Department
of Veterans Affairs.
The new law allows concurrent receipt of military retired pay and VA disability pay for retirees with
more than 20 years of service and a disability rating of
50 percent or more. This restored pay will be phased in
over a 10-year period that began Jan. 1.
Retirees are not required to take any action to receive
the additional pay. Defense Finance and Accounting

Service officials have already identified eligible
retirees and began making adjustments to their military retired pay.
The first payments are due Feb. 2 for the law
change that was effective Jan. 1. The additional funds
also will be paid Feb. 2 based on entitlement for Jan. 1
to 31. The restored pay is paid on the same schedule as
current military retired pay. Recurring payments will
be made on the first business day of each month based
on
entitlement
for
the
month
before.
For the majority of military retirees, the additional
money is taxable income and subject to federal tax
withholding.
One category of military retirees who are eligible

for additional funds but not paid Feb. 2, are those who
receive retired pay based on a disability percentage
instead of years of service. Further guidance is needed
from the Department of Defense to determine how the
law will be applied in these cases. Once guidance is
received, payments will be made retroactive to Jan. 1.
An estimated 2,800 military retirees fall into this category.
For more details regarding who is eligible for the
restored pay, and how payments will be made, visit
www.dfas.mil and see the topics under “Retired and
Annuitant Pay,” or visit the myPay Web site at
https://mypay.dfas. mil.
(Courtesy of Air Force Print News)

DFAS clarifies retro
civilian pay raise
ARLINGTON, Va. – The additional 2.1 percent pay raise for civilian
employees authorized by the president
Jan. 23, will be retroactive to Jan. 11.
However, before it can take effect, an
executive order must be issued addressing how the increase will be split
between base and locality pay, said
Defense Finance and Accounting
Service officials.
After the executive order is issued,
the Office of Personnel Management
will publish new salary tables based on
that guidance. These tables must then be
integrated into the personnel system

before any retroactive pay adjustment
processing can begin, officials said.
Once the adjustments are processed by
the personnel system, calculation of
employee pay increases by payroll systems can begin.
As in 2003, not all employees will
receive the retroactive part of the pay
increase at the same time. Because of
transaction volume, payroll processing
of this change must take place over the
course of multiple paydays, DFAS officials said.
(Courtesy of Air Force Print
News)

6

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, Feb. 5, 2004

News

Base Operations facility marks golden anniversary milestone
Peterson’s Base Operations building celebrates the
50th anniversary of its dedication Saturday.
The facility, which was
officially dedicated at 2 p.m.
Feb. 7, 1954, initially served as
the Colorado Springs Airport’s
Municipal Terminal, and was
constructed at an initial cost of
$308,000. The red brick structure included a Federal Aviation
Administration air traffic control tower and served as the
third City of Colorado Springs
passenger terminal until 1966,
and as the airport’s air traffic
control tower until 1979.
During the 1954 dedication, the Color Guard from the

40th Artillery Group at Fort
Carson presented the colors,
followed by opening remarks
from Colorado Springs Mayor
Harry Blunt, and the formal
dedication by pioneer Colorado
Springs aviator Orville “Red”
Mosier,
Executive
Vice
President of American Airlines.
More than 300 people attended
the dedication ceremonies, with
an estimated 5,000 people touring the facility during an open
house.
(Information provided by
the Peterson Air and Space
Museum. Some information originally appeared in the Colorado
Springs Gazette-Telegraph, Feb.
8, 1954)

Courtesy photo

ABOVE: The Colorado
Springs Airport Municipal Terminal is formally dedicated Feb. 7,
1954.
LEFT: The Peterson Air
Force Base Operations
Terminal has changed
little in 50 years.
Among the most significant changes are the
addition of an electronic marquee to greet distinguished visitors, and
the removal of the second-floor railing.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Michael Phillips
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Air Force redesigns Web site
SAN ANTONIO – The Air Force
unveiled a new look, feel, and
functionality for its official Web site
Feb. 1.
“Air Force Link, the service’s
Web site, will have a cleaner, more
modern look,” said Leslie Benito,
Chief of News Technology and Project
Manager for the redesign for Air Force
News Service, a part of the Air Force
News Agency.
Air Force Link provides news
and information on the Air Force to
more than 1.2 million visitors who are
provided more than 12.8 million Web
pages a month.
The new AF Link is not just
about a new look, Mr. Benito said, it is
about improved functionality.
In fact, this is the fourth time the
look and functionality of Air Force

Link has been revamped since its creation in 1995. Each new version built
upon the lessons learned from the
older one and incorporated additional
features.
“It’s been more than four years
since the site had a major face-lift, so
it was time for an overhaul,” said Bob
Goode,
AFNS
Chief
of
Communication Design. “We’ve done
our market research and testing, and
the final product is something we’re
proud of.”
The redesign team looked at all
the major commercial news sites, what
the other services were doing, and
delved into a score of other new
approaches that have appeared on popular Web sites using the latest technology.
“Navigating the site will be eas-

ier,” Mr. Benito said. “We’ve also
added many new features.”
One of the biggest customer concerns was the site’s search engine.
“We’ve revamped the entire
search function and added the power of
Google,” Mr. Benito said. “The new
search feature will not only allow
sitewide searches, but can scour specific categories to narrow results.”
Another improvement is the
enhanced subscriptions management
section, allowing customers to subscribe and unsubscribe from more than
15 print products delivered via e-mail.
Additionally, usability of the
photos section has vastly improved,
Mr. Benito said. The photo section is
second only to the news section as the
most viewed area of Air Force Link.
“We have a more compact design

which allows visitors to get more photos, faster, on one screen,” Mr. Goode
said.
Culminating five months of hard
work by the redesign team, the new Air
Force Link will be ready to serve a
growing worldwide audience with an
improved online experience that is setting a new standard for military Web
sites, Mr. Benito said.
Air Force News Service is an
operational directorate of the Air Force
News Agency. Its mission is to provide
timely, accurate and relevant Air Force
and Department of Defense news and
information to the Air Force community and the public. It does this using
print, electronic and Internet-based
computer products.
(Courtesy of Air Force Print
News)

Proudly may they wave
About 200 people were on hand for the dedication of the
21st Space Wing Flag Plaza at 1 p.m. Tuesday.
Representatives from Australia, Great Britain, Canada,
Denmark, Greenland, Air National Guard, and Air Force
Reserve attended the event in front of the 21st Space
Wing headquarters. The flags in the plaza represent the
nations and the Total Force components of the United
States Air Force that make up the one-of-a-kind 21st
Space Wing.
Photo by Rob Bussard
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Good cooking sense
By Tech. Sgt. Burchell E. Franklin
21st Civil Engineer Squadron Fire and
Emergency Services

Cooking is the No. 1 cause of residential fires in almost every state and
locality.
It is also the leading cause of
injuries from residential fires, according
to the U.S. Fire Administration, a branch
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency.
According to a recent National
Association of State Fire Marshals study,
four out of five cooking fires involve the
range top, while most others start in the
oven.
Cooking fires start when the cook
is absent from the area. This is called
negligence. Unattended cooking is a
major factor in these fires, allowing what
would be a rather easy-to-handle fire to
turn into one that must be handled by the
local Fire Department.
An oven mitt left too close to a
burner may begin to smolder and produce noxious fumes that would warn you
of a problem.
Grease and cooking oils in a pan, or
greasy residue on a stove or in an oven
are factors in 25 percent of home cooking fires.
Leaving combustible materials on
the stovetop, such as potholders and towels, will eventually ignite and could lead
to a fire that you cannot handle.

Fire Departments around the world
teach fire safety in all aspects of everyday life. The most basic precaution to
take is keeping a fully charged ABC Fire
Extinguisher in or around the kitchen at
all times. An ABC extinguisher is effective against any type of fire that you may
encounter in the home.
The second basic principle to follow is keeping a working smoke detector installed on every level in your home.
This type of warning device can save
your life and the lives of your family.
To prevent accidental flare-ups,
always remain in the kitchen when frying
foods. The stovetop should be kept clean
and free of greasy residue. Keep a lid
nearby that fits snugly on the pan. In the
event a fire does start, slide the top into
place over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan in place until it cools.
If you do make an attempt to extinguish a cooking fire or grease fire, use
only a multipurpose chemical fire extinguisher, an ABC extinguisher, or baking
soda. Never use water or flour, which
serves as added fuel to intensify the fire.
Fire safety in your home or dorm
begins with you. For all fire safety deficiencies to be avoided, take the responsibility to ensure that all precautions are
adhered to.
Don’t saddle yourself with costly
repairs from a fire, or possible suffer
bodily injury that could have been avoided. Be safe and be smart.

CERT trains people to be
prepared for emergencies
By Frank M. Montone
21st Civil Engineer Squadron

In 2002, President Bush asked
all Americans to volunteer in the
service of protecting their homes
and families in case of a national
disaster in our country. Under the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency and Homeland Security, the
Citizen Corps program was created
in an effort to harness the power of
every citizen to make families – and
thereby, communities – safer,
stronger, and better prepared to
respond to disasters of all kinds.
FEMA began promoting
nationwide use of the Community
Emergency Response Team, or
CERT, concept in 1994.
The main goal is for emergency personnel to train citizens in
basic response skills to aid themselves and their families during a
disaster, when emergency services
may not be available.
Another goal is to teach citizens to use these skills in a safe
manner to help reduce the number
of injuries and deaths among those
first affected at disaster scenes. The
Peterson Air Force Base Fire
Department and the El Paso County

Sheriff’s Office have joined FEMA
and the State to promote CERT
training as a partnering effort
between emergency service agencies and the people they serve.
The goal of the PAFB/EPSO
CERT team is education. Members
of this CERT team will teach people
how to keep themselves and their
families as safe as possible in the
face of disaster. Three Peterson AFB
Fire Department members are
trained as CERT Trainers, with
classes to be taught this summer.
Out of this program, two other
programs are being developed.
Teen School Emergency
Response Training – Teen SERT –
helps young adults to be prepared
for a disaster at school or home. The
second program is directed to elementary school age children, and is
still in development.
The ultimate goal of the
PAFB/EPSO CERT program is to
encourage every family on base to
have a disaster kit in their home, and
to have at least one member go
through a CERT training class.
For more information, please
call the Peterson AFB Fire
Department Assistant Fire Chief for
Training at 556-3407.

www.peterson.af.mil

The following real-life events with real individuals from around Peterson are to inform you of crimes,
accidents, and events occurring on base. These entries
are from hundreds recorded in the Peterson Police
Blotter:
** Editor’s note: Although the Space Observer
staff may make light of some blotter entries, the intent
is to call attention to our security and law enforcement
concerns. However, rest assured, our professional
Security Forces treat each incident seriously.
NOT ON THE SHOPPING LIST – Jan. 22
Security Forces responded to a minor scrape
at the Commissary, where a woman’s vehicle was
struck as she attempted to park. While the watchful wheeler stopped, cautiously checked her blind
spots, and reversed her car, a meandering
motorist turned into the parking row, ambushing
her car. Her vehicle sustained a scratch on the
rear bumper and a few scrapes. Damage to the
rambler’s runabout consisted of a dent to the center of the hood, and three scratches.
C.O. UH-OH – Jan. 23
Security Forces responded to Base
Housing, where a resident reported his carbon
monoxide detector was going off. Security Forces
advised him to evacuate his home until the Fire
Department could determine the area safe. The
Fire Department found no cause for the alarm,
and contacted housing maintenance to check the
detector.
ATTENTION TO DETAIL – Jan. 23
Security Forces responded to West Gate,
where a military member reported he struck a
barrier while securing his military identification
card. The negligent navigator’s vehicle sustained
minor damage to the front passenger side
bumper and quarter panel. The barrier shifted
about a foot, and is now decorated with tire
marks.
DISPLAYING STUPIDITY – Jan. 24
Security Forces initiated a traffic stop on a
vehicle with an improperly displayed license
plate. A background check on the licentious
license lunk revealed possible warrants pending
through the Colorado State Police. Security
Forces cleared the individual’s identity with the
Colorado Springs Police Department before issuing citations for Failure to Properly Display
License Plates and Failure to Provide Proof of
Insurance.
GO SPEED RACER, GO – DIRECTLY TO JAIL
– Jan. 24
Security Forces intercepted an individual
driving at excessive speed. The enforcers issued
citations for Excessive Speed and Reckless

News
Driving. A possible warrant for Failure to Appear
through El Paso County led Security Forces to
notify CSPD. CSPD took custody of the wanton
warrant worm and transported him to the Criminal
Justice Center.
EARLY SUNDAY MORNING OPEN HOUSE
– Jan. 25
Security Forces patrollers discovered an
unsecured door and an open window at the Nonappropriated Funds and Military Equal
Opportunity Offices. There were no signs of
forced entry. An interior search revealed all was in
order. Security Forces secured the facility and
resumed normal service.
DORM DISCOVERY – Jan. 25
Security Forces responded to Dormitory
1270, where a resident reported a security incident. The vigilant dorm-dweller said he dropped
his cell phone near a sofa in the second floor dayroom. As he went to pick up the phone, he
noticed a piece of paper containing classified
information lying on the floor. Security Forces
confirmed the sensitive document contained
duress words used at a nearby installation.
Perhaps someone mistook the dayroom for a
secure vault?
BEWILDERING BEETLE BONK – Jan. 25
The owner of a 2002 white Volkswagen
Beetle called Security Forces to report some
mysterious damage to her vehicle. She noticed a
crack in the passenger side of the front wheel well
while the car was parked at the dorms. She did
not witness the damage.
KNEED HELP? MEDICAL RESPONSE #1
– Jan. 25
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
American Medical Response personnel responded to the Fitness Center, where a man complained of knee injury. The victim refused transport by AMR, but drove himself to the Air Force
Academy Hospital for further treatment.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #2 – Jan. 26
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the Child Development
Center, where a youngster was complaining of a
choking sensation. AMR took the victim to
Memorial Hospital for further treatment.
PILFERED PROPERTY – Jan. 26
Security Forces responded to a call from a
trailer near Mitchell Street, where a contractor
reported stolen property. Equipment worth
$40,000 was missing from the fenced-in area.
The contractor said it was possibly stolen
between 4-5 p.m., when he briefly left the enclosure.
IF YOU CAN’T STAND THE HEAT … – Jan. 26
The Fire Department asked Security Forces
to respond to Voyager Hall, where a dorm resident reported a kitchen fire. Apparently the careless cook left a frying pan unattended on a stovetop for a couple of minutes. The dorm room did
not go up in smoke, but it and the floor below did
suffer some water damage.
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WARY OF WARRANTS #1 – Jan. 27
Security Forces received a call from personnel at the Visitors Center, who detained a man
with a warrant issued for his arrest. The witless
warrant holder was wanted for violating a court
order. CSPD responded and took custody of the
dawdling dude.
HEISTED HONDA – Jan. 27
Security Forces received a call from a retired
military member, who notified them that his car
was stolen from his off-base residence. He
noticed the 1992 white Honda Civic ran away
from home that morning. The car had a military
installation access sticker on it.
MEDICAL RESPONSE #3 – Jan. 28
Security Forces, the Fire Department, and
AMR responded to the Fitness Center, where a
military member was complaining of a twisted
ankle. AMR terminated their response when the
victim was transported for further treatment by a
co-worker.
WARY OF WARRANTS #2 – Jan. 28
Security Forces received a call from personnel at the North Gate, who detained a man whose
driver’s license was broken in half. When Security
Forces briefed the driver he needed to get a new
license, he sheepishly stated he could not do
that. Sure enough, when officers ran a check of
the two-piece tag, the license-less lunkhead
came back with wants and warrants for Failure to
Appear through the Teller County Sheriff’s Office.
CSPD responded and transported the wanted
warranteur to the Criminal Justice Center for further processing.
BRAINLESS BOOZER BUSTED – Jan. 28
A Security Forces member was approached
by a military member just outside the North Gate
after it had been closed for the night. As the officer attempted to redirect the disoriented driver to
the West Gate, he swerved around, nearly hitting
her. Slurred speech, fumbling for his Identification
Card, and a smell of an alcoholic beverage alerted the officer of possible Driving Under the
Influence. Since the driver was outside the
demarcation line, CSPD dutifully transported the
drunken doofus to Memorial Hospital for a blood
sample.
SCRAPE SHOWS UP LATE – Jan. 28
A military family member reported to
Security Forces she had been involved in a minor
vehicle accident on Stewart Avenue, adjacent to
the Base Exchange. The driver stated she was on
her way home when she was hit from behind.
Both drivers stopped, looked over each other’s
vehicles, and exchanged insurance information.
Upon arriving at her destination, she decided to
file a report. Damage to her vehicle consisted of a
small dent with green paint transfer to the drivers
side rear fender. Security Forces verified the
damage, but were unable to issue a citation.
** If you have any information on a crime or any
of these blotter entries, please report it to Security
Forces at 556-4000.

By 1st Lt. Suzy Kohout
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

KEYSTONE RESORT, Colo. – The U.S. military converged on Keystone Resort and practically took over this
small mountain resort village Jan. 30 to Feb. 1 for the 14th
annual SnoFest!!! weekend.
More than 3,000 airmen, soldiers, sailors, and
Marines and their dependents from more than a dozen Front
Range military installations made their way to Keystone
Resort, giving military families an opportunity to discover
the Colorado outdoors with discounted prices on lodging
and skiing. It was all part of SnoFest!!!, an annual excursion designed specifically for military members and their
families, hosted this year by Air Force Academy Services.
“SnoFest!!! is a great opportunity for military folks to
get out there and enjoy themselves with family and friends,”
said Col. Rosemary Norman, Air Force Space Command
Mission Support directorate Director of Services. “It couldn’t have been successful without the support of those
involved with SnoFest!!! planning and execution.”
Installations represented at SnoFest!!! included
Colorado’s Peterson Air Force Base, Buckley AFB,
Schriever AFB, the Air Force Academy, Cheyenne
Mountain Air Force Station, Fort Carson; F.E. Warren AFB,
Wyo.; Hill AFB, Utah; Offutt AFB, Neb.; Cannon AFB,
N.M.; Kirtland AFB, N.M.; Nellis AFB, Nev., and more.

With a surprise load of almost 5 inches of snow
Saturday, the runs at Keystone gave skiers and snowboarders of all skill levels a run for their money.
“I would come back every year,” said Chief Master
Sgt. Ron Kriete, AFSPC Command Chief. “It’s relaxing.
It’s a time to get away from work and just enjoy time with
the family. It’s just a lot of fun to get everyone together.”
When skiers and snowboarders weren’t flying down
the mountain trying out the expert glade runs and wellgroomed trails, military families took part in everything
from tubing, ski races, ice skating to local tours and catered
parties both evenings. For the first time in SnoFest!!! history, Tops in Blue provided musical entertainment each
evening.
Among the SnoFest!!! events were the highly anticipated ski and snowboarding slalom races, Jan. 29 and 30.
Nearly 200 individuals raced in the Commander’s Cup,
Broken Tip and individual adult and youth races. Peterson
captured the Commander’s Cup for the second consecutive
year, and was awarded the best team race time with a time
of 1:08.58. F.E. Warren won the Broken Tip Race, a race
specifically for an installation commander and his or her
hand-picked team, with a time of 1:22.08.
“I loved SnoFest!!! so much last year when I was stationed at Peterson that I have been waiting for it to return all
year long,” said 1st Lt. Alan Andres, Air Force Office of
Scientific Research, Arlington, Va. “The best part about

this is
the racing. I
just finished boarding
with a personal record of 34 seconds. Next year I’ll beat that and maybe get an
award.”
Another much anticipated event was the cardboard
derby race Jan. 30 with 49 entrants. Awards were given for
most creative cardboard derby racer, closest to target, best
engineered, and best of show.
Competition was stiff barreling down the 150-yard
downhill course, but Cheyenne Mountain Air Force
Station’s “Who-R-These-Idiots” took first place in the closest to the target category, expertly guiding a stealth-like
black rocket with sharply pointed teeth. “Who-R-These
Idiots” were made up of members from the 1st Space
Control Squadron: Chris Irrgang, Sam Marshall, and Dave
Ward. Overall best of show belonged to the Air Force
Academy’s 10th Medical Group team, the “Blood Suckers”
featuring Anna Kramer, Geramy Kramer, and Chris Ramler,
who rode inside a large hypodermic needle.
Each evening, SnoFest!!! guests gathered at parties
inside a Keystone Resort conference center, where everyone traded tales of the day’s adventures on the slopes.
Additionally, nearly $90,000 prizes and giveaways were
handed out to lucky winners in raffles and contests during
the three-day event.

Photos courtesy of SnoFest!!! photographers

Above: Downhill slalom racers seed down the slopes at Keystone Resort, during the 14th Annual SnoFest!!!, held Jan. 30-Feb. 1.
Below: Families from several Front Range military installations came out to play and participate in a wide variety of winter activities
at this year’s SnoFest!!!

Skiing was just one of many activities available to participants at this year’s
SnoFest!!
Top: The Peterson Air Force Base team took the Commander’s Cup for the second straight year. The
Commander’s Cup is won by the team with the best overall race time.
Above: The Air Force Academy’s 10th Medical Group team, the “Blood Suckers,” won the Best in Show
award, riding a large hypodermic needle.
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This Week

Cupid strikes Officers’ Club

Today
n Job Orientation, 1-2 p.m. at the
Mission Support Center, Room

By Staff Sgt.
Sue Mrowiec
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

1016.

Friday
n Career Status Bonus/REDUX,
9-11 a.m. at the MSC, Room
1016.

Saturday
n Thunder Alley, 8:30 p.m. at the
Bowling Center.

Sunday
n Sunday Special at the Aero
Club, save $5 on any Cessna
rental.

Monday
n Dart tournament, 5 p.m. at the

Enlisted Club.

Tuesday
n Bundles for Babies, 1-3 p.m. at

MSC, room 1016.

Wednesday
n Pre-separation Brief, 3-4 p.m.

at MSC, Room 1016.

Feb. 12
n Play Group, 10:30 a.m.-noon,
at the Youth Center.

T

he Officers’ Club is
holding a Valentine’s
Day Dinner Dance for
all Team Pete members
on Feb. 14. Cost is $48 per couple
for Club members and $54 for
non-members.
“This is the first time we’ve
had a Valentine’s Dinner Dance,” said
Curtis Clayton, the Officers’ Club
Manager. “We’re expecting about 150
people to attend, and reservations are filling up fast.”
Attendees can expect social hour to
begin at 6 p.m., followed by dinner and dancing.
“We have an excellent three-course meal
planned, and very professional band,” Mr. Clayton
said.
The Springs City Jazz Band is providing the
evening’s entertainment. The band plays songs from the
Big Band era of the 1940s, as well as music spanning
the 1920s through the 1960s.
“The band is very good,” he said “They play a lot
of ’50s and ’60s jazz and swing.”
Additionally, Mr. Clayton said guests can
expect little extras during the evening.
“We’ll have door prizes like couple’s getaway packages,” he said.
It seems this evening at the Officers’ Club,
like love, may yield some surprises.
Reservations and meal selections must be
made by Feb. 11. For more information, call 5744100.

ARAGON DINING FACILITY MENU

Helpful Numbers
n Family Advocacy 556-8943
n Education Center 556-4064
n Library 556-7462
n Community Center 556-7671
n Aquatics Center 556-4608
n Fitness Center 556-4462
n Officers’ Club 556-4181
n Enlisted Club 556-4194

Today
Lunch:
Liver with Onions
Orange Spiced Pork
Chop
Tempura Fried Fish
Broccoli
Peas and Carrots
Steamed Rice
Rissole Potatoes

n Youth Center 556-7220
n Family Support 556-6141
n Red Cross 556-9201
n Outdoor Recreation 556-4487
n Golf Course 556-7810

This Week

Dinner:
Pepper Steak
Mr. Z's Baked
Chicken
Ginger Pot Roast
Mixed Vegetables
Green Beans
Steamed Rice
Mashed Potatoes

Friday

Sunday

Saturday

Lunch:

Dinner:

Beef Corn Pie
Seafood Newburg
Veal Paprika Steaks
Mustard Greens
Harvard Beets
Potatoes
Pea and Pepper Rice

Yankee Pot Roast
Simmered Corned
Beef
Pineapple Chicken
Fried Cabbage
Carrots
Mashed Potatoes
Black-Eyed Peas

Monday

Brunch:

Brunch:

Creole Shrimp
Savory Baked Chicken
Swedish Meatballs
Asparagus
Creamed Corn
Squash
Baked Potatoes
Noodles Jefferson

Cantonese Spareribs
Mustard Chicken
Oven-Fried Fish
Broccoli Combo
Country-Style Tomatoes
Peas
Macaroni and Cheese
Boiled Egg Noodles
Sweet Potatoes

Tuesday

Wednesday

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Baked Stuffed Fish
Pot Roast
Roast Loin of Pork
Cauliflower Combo
Green Beans with
Mushrooms
Oven-Browned
Potatoes
Steamed Rice

Chili Mac
Southern Fried
Chicken
Beef Cannelloni
French-Style Peas
Glazed Carrots
Mashed Potatoes
Squash

Salmon Cakes
Teriyaki Chicken
Veal Parmesan
Fried Cabbage
Succotash
Parsley Buttered
Potatoes
Filipino Rice

Country Captain
Chicken
Turkey A La King
Meatloaf
Mustard Greens
Okra and Tomato
Gumbo
Steamed Rice
Mashed Potatoes

Sauerbraten
Grilled Bratwurst
Jaegerschnitzel
(Veal)
Cauliflower
Harvard Beets
Spinach Salad
Potatoes Au Gratin
Sauerkraut

Barbecued
Spareribs
Lemon Herbed
Chicken
Stuffed Pork
Chops
Cauliflower Combo
Mexican Corn
Steamed Rice
Scalloped
Potatoes

www.peterson.af.mil
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‘I’m a cancer survivor’
By Maj. Jeffrey Pruitt
21st Maintenance Operations Flight

I’m a cancer survivor – specifically, lung cancer.
Now, before you jump to any conclusions, let me
tell you a little about myself. The cancer was discovered a little over three years ago. I was 36 years old and
very healthy. I have never smoked and there is no history of lung cancer in my family. I never had any
symptoms associated with lung cancer. So, how did I
find out that I had lung cancer? That is an interesting
story.
I had recently been assigned to Cape Canaveral
Air Force Station, Fla., as the maintenance officer for
the 3rd Space Launch Squadron. As part of my duties
there, I had to take some specialized training. Before
I could do that, though, I had to have a full physical,
including a chest X-ray. When the results of the first
X-ray came back, I received a call asking me to come
in and get the X-ray again. The technician had found a
small spot on the film, but nothing to worry about –
probably just a smudge or something. I had another Xray and thought nothing of it, until I got another call
telling me that the spot was still there. They recommended that I see my Primary Care Manager to find
out what I should do next. I set up an appointment and,
a few weeks later, I was in the office of my PCM.
At this point, things started moving very quickly.
My doctor was a no-nonsense kind of person and after
taking one look at the X-ray, he picked up the phone

and called a local laboratory to set up a chest MRI the
very next day. The day after that, I was in my PCM’s
office to get the results.
Yes, there was definitely something in the upper
left lobe of my lung. My PCM was on the phone again,
setting up an appointment for me to meet with a local
surgeon the following week. I met with the surgeon on
Tuesday and was on the operating table the following
Friday morning.
When I met with the surgeon, he explained to me
that we were probably dealing with a benign tumor.
Unfortunately, due to the location of the tumor, the
only way to find out was to surgically remove a small
piece of the lung for testing while I was still on the
operating table. If the test came back positive, the next
step would be to remove the entire lobe.
Again, because of my age and background, he
told me the chances of the tumor being cancer were
very slim, less than a fraction of 1 percent. He said he
had been performing this type of surgery for 30 years
and had never had a case like this turn out to be cancer. So, again I left his office with few worries.
Imagine my surprise when I later awoke in the
intensive care unit to find that, yes, it was cancer and
they had removed the upper left lobe of my lung –
basically half of my left lung. I spent the next five days
in the hospital recovering and learning to breathe again
(at least that’s the way it felt). After only three weeks
at home, I returned to my job at the Cape. I still had
some challenges ahead of me – stairs were tough, and

I hated the thought of sneezing – but I had my wife,
son, and my Air Force family there to support me.
That was a little over three years ago. Sometimes
it is hard for me to believe that it happened. I don’t
feel like a “typical” cancer survivor, if there is such a
thing. The tumor was small and was removed before
the cancer had a chance to spread. I never had to
undergo chemotherapy, and all the follow up tests
came back negative.
I still get regular checkups, and probably will for
the rest of my life, but the probability of me getting
lung cancer again is about the same as any other nonsmoker, in other words, pretty small. I still feel the
effects when I walk up stairs or work out. The altitude
here in Colorado Springs makes it tough, but I’ve only
been here for six months, so I should eventually adjust
to it. Otherwise, I lead a pretty normal life.
How has all this affected me? Well, it definitely
renewed my faith in God and everything He does in
our lives. It also gave me a greater respect for our Air
Force medical system and personnel. I owe my life to
an X-ray technician and a flight surgeon.
Finally, I gained a new appreciation for my Air
Force family. From the squadron commander’s wife,
who sat with my wife while I was undergoing surgery,
to the members of my squadron who visited me in the
hospital and at home, it was comforting to know there
were people who cared about my family and me. I am
very proud and thankful to be a part of such an organization.
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Peak Performers
Name: Senior Airman Angela V.L. Thayer
Unit: 21st Maintenance Operations
Flight
Duty Title: Space Systems Analyst
Time in service: 3.5 years
Hometown: Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
Off-duty interests, hobbies: As the
mother of a very active 2-year-old with
another baby on the way, I don’t have
time for much other than church, but
there isn’t anything I enjoy more than
being with my family.
Why did you join the Air Force? I ’ ve
always wanted to help people. To me, the
main purpose of a military member is to
“serve and protect.” There is no other
job that can give you a stronger sense of
pride than the military, knowing you have
dedicated your life to help others.
What inspires you to do what you do?
There are five people in my life who keep
me inspired to continually strive for
greater things. My mother Brenda,
because she has always believed in me;
my godparents Bobby and Sandy,
because they have always loved me and
have always been there for me; my
daughter Ashley, because she loves me
no matter what; and my husband
Roderick, because he is the one that

Thayer

helps me up when I fall, and reassures
me that I can do anything I put my mind
to.
Favorite part of your job: I love math,
which is the biggest part of my job. I work
with some of the best people in the Air
Force, which makes the job that much
more enjoyable.
What goals have you set? The most
important goal I have is to be the best
wife and mother I can. As far as career
goals, I plan to continue working toward
my degree in maintenance production,
and go on to earn bachelors and masters degrees in business law.

Enlisted Against Drunk Driving
Protecting you and your family members by
providing a safe alternative to drinking and driving.
Please call us! Fri. - Sat. 10 p.m. - 3 a.m.
Phone: 719-556-6384 or 55 NO DUI

Name: Staff Sgt. Rebecca Cronis
Unit: 10th Space Warning
Squadron
Duty Title: NCO in charge,
Standardization and Evaluation
Time in service: Seven years,
seven months
Hometown: Cass City, Mich.
Off-duty interests, hobbies:
Airbrushing, skiing, horseback riding, white-water rafting, and reading horror novels.
Why did you join the Air Force? I
joined the Air Force at the age of
24 to better my life and expand my
knowledge. I strive to find a better
avenue for my creativity, social aptitude, and determination. I joined
the Air Force to also give to others
the enrichment of a life fulfilled.
What inspires you to do what you
do? People inspire me. The jobs we
partake in are sometimes not all
that glorious, yet can be the ultimate fulfillment. If I can inspire one
person with happiness and they in
turn pass that same feeling on to
another, then my work is complete.
I then can continue on again with
another.

Cronis

Favorite part of your job: The interaction with people is the favorite
part of my job. Constructive criticism is a delicate nature. It can
crush or scar an individual’s perception of their abilities. To give a lift
to someone’s spirit during troubled times makes my job worth
doing.
What goals have you set? To
obtain an associate’s degree, and
to constantly learn and share

Attention spouses:
Interested in the new
Pikes Peak Combined Spouses Club?
Check us out at
www.geocities.com/pikespeakcsc

www.peterson.af.mil
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Ground-based Midcourse Defense Battalion activates in Alaska
By Maj. Laura Kenney
U.S. Space and Missile Defense Command
Public Affairs

FORT GREELY, Alaska – A critical component of the nation’s emerging
missile defense system “stood up” here
Jan. 22 when the Missile Defense Space
Battalion was formally activated by its
parent organizations, the U.S. Space and
Missile Defense Command and the
Alaska National Guard.
Maj. Gen. Larry J. Dodgen,
SMDC Commanding General and Air
Force Brig. Gen. Craig E. Campbell,
Adjutant General for Alaska’s National
Guard hosted the ceremony, which centered on the unfurling of the new battalion’s colors. Governor of Alaska Frank
Murkowski was the keynote speaker.
“I am intensely proud of the role
our state will play as the first line of
defense for our nation,” said Governor
Murkowski. “Having served as a senator, and on the Intelligence Committee,
I am very well aware of the need for a
missile defense system to defend our
nation and our allies.”
The battalion is part of the 100th
Missile Defense Brigade, Ground-based
Midcourse Defense, headquartered in
Colorado Springs, Colo. The brigade
operates the first part of the integrated
Ballistic Missile Defense System,
which, in concert with sister services, is
designed to protect the nation from accidental or intentional limited ballistic
missile attacks.
Alaska National Guard soldiers

will man the battalion as part of the
homeland defense mission. Similarly,
the brigade is staffed largely by
Colorado Guardsmen, with a small contingent of active duty Army soldiers.
“Today’s activation marks an historic event. Using the National Guard is
a good fit for this mission – in keeping
with their centuries old role of defending the nation. The only difference is
the technology,” said the Brigade
Commander, Col. Gary Baumann.
Symbolizing the Alaska Guard
part of the equation, General Campbell
held the staff of the new unit’s colors as
the battalion’s Command Sgt. Maj.
David Masullo unsheathed the new flag,
unfurling the blue and gold colors
emblazoned with the unit’s name and
the SMDC eagle.
“I have stood guard in Germany
and Korea, as I’m sure every person in
this room who’s ever worn a uniform
has stood guard,” said General Dodgen.
“The mission of the unit we’re activating today is to stand guard on the frontline of homeland defense. Theirs is an
uncompromising mission – they cannot
fail. I know they are up to the task.”
The system is scheduled to be
operational this fall, by Presidential
directive.
GMD is designed to attack and kill
any incoming missile in the “middle”
phase or “midcourse” of its trajectory,
after the boost or launch, and before it
reaches reentry to impact, therefore
destroying that missile in space.
Currently, system operators are
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At a ceremony activating the nation’s first missile defense battalion,
Command Sgt. Maj. David Masullo unfurls the new unit’s colors while Air
Force Brig. Gen. Craig E. Campbell, Adjutant General for Alaska’s National
Guard, holds the guidon. The Missile Defense Space Battalion, part of the
100th Missile Defense Brigade, Ground-based Midcourse Defense, will operate interceptors based in Alaska.

involved in intensive training in
Colorado, and plan to move to Alaska
this summer. The National Guard men
and women who comprise the battalion
are volunteers on three-year active
Guard tours. They face the rigors of the
remote site with a mixture of excitement
and fortitude.
“Our mission is in many ways similar to those of the soldiers in Iraq,” said
Military Policeman and Platoon Leader
2nd Lt. Phil Turner. “We are not facing
the enemy directly, but he is out there.
Our mission is just as critical, if not
more so.

“We take our job of securing this
site, and protecting our nation, very
seriously,” Lieutenant Turner said. “If
the remoteness of this site lends to its
protection, and it does, then that’s a
good thing.”
“We have long days behind us, to
have gotten this far, and long days
ahead,” said the Commander of the new
battalion, Maj. Greg Bowen. “Standing
up any new unit is a significant challenge, but standing up a first-of-its kind
unit is an even bigger challenge. Be
assured, we are on watch. We will not
fail.”
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Youth Sports program scores big
By Staff Sgt. Sue Mrowiec
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Participation in the Youth Sports program
is at an all-time high. More than 468 children,
ages 3-18, play basketball at the Youth Center.
This year’s program has 37 basketball teams.
“Each year our numbers go up in participation, which tells us we’re doing our job,”
said Leslie Stewart, the Youth Center Sports
Director.
The Youth Sports Program offers an array
of activities like basketball, baseball, soccer,
karate, swimming, and cheerleading.
“We don’t overlap the sports, so kids
don’t feel the pressure to chose,” Mr. Stewart
said. “Our philosophy is ‘fun.’”
Mr. Stewart tries to instill that philosophy
in his players, from the oldest to the youngest.
“We saw a need to get the younger kids
involved,” Mr. Stewart said. “They saw their
older siblings playing, and wanted to join in.
They’re introduced to physical fitness while
learning teamwork and sharing, making
friends, and having a lot of fun.”
“It’s about getting kids into activities that
are fitness-oriented, where they can enjoy
themselves,” said Jane-Marie Kopycinski, the
Youth Center Director.
Mr. Stewart believes everyone can benefit from physical fitness.
“Athletics keep the brain clean. They
keep people focused and disciplined,” he said.
“It also provides an avenue for stress
relief for kids and parents,” Mr. Stewart said.
“In situations where parents deploy, having the
kids involved in the program can perhaps ease

some of their worries about home life. We’ll
do whatever we can for the parents.”
“We’re here for Air Force, Army, Navy,
Marines, and Coast Guard. We’re here to support whomever comes through our door,” Mr.
Stewart said.
The program supports family members
of military personnel, retired military members, Non-appropriated Fund employees, and
Department of Defense civilians.
Family members play a large role in supporting the sports program by volunteering and
coaching.
“Without the parents being involved, volunteering their time and effort, we wouldn’t
have a program,” Mr. Stewart said.
“We maintain an open channel for communication,” he said. “I’m here every game
and every practice, so parents can get the
answers directly from me.”
The input of the children is also a valuable asset to the program.
“It’s their facility, so if we can improve
something, or add something, we encourage
them to speak up,” the director said. “We’re
always open to new ideas.”
One such idea recently implemented by
the Youth Center, was the addition of a yearround cheerleading team.
The Youth Sports program continues to
grow and progress just like the children it supports. Through this program, they can develop
valuable traits to carry with them as they dash
into the future.
For more information on the Youth Sports
program or Youth Sports summer camps, call
556-5242.
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A player on a basketball team at the Youth Center goes for a
layup.

