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Sergeant Manolito Cruz checks a driver’s identification at the North Gate Tuesday.

Ceremony to honor Guardsmen
The 21st Space Wing, 50th Space Wing
and 721st Mission Support Group commanders
will demobilize Colorado Army National
Guardsmen in a ceremony Monday. The team
augmented the 21st, 50th and 721st Security
Forces Squadrons for two years following the
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.
Team Pete is invited to show appreciation
for the Guardsmen by attending the ceremony 3
p.m. Monday in Hangar 140.

Brigadier General Richard Webber, 21st
SW commander, has designated the day as a
Warrior Day. Members of the 21st SW should
wear the Battle Dress Uniform or flight suit that
day.
Many of the CANG members will receive
Air Force Commendation and Achievement
Medals to recognize their outstanding contributions to the wings. (Information courtesy of
21st Space Wing Public Affairs)

Air Force leaders deliver stripes, meet
Team Pete troops while visiting deployed

Photos by Airman Mandy Weightman

Sergeant Manolito Cruz is one of the Colorado Air National Guard
members who has been activated here as a 21st Space Wing
Security Forces augmentee. He checks the underside of a tractortrailer with an extended mirror at the North Gate Tuesday.

LEFT: Staff Sgt. Rachel Blount, 21st Comptroller Squadron, gets a
moment to meet Chief of Staff of the Air Force General John P. Jumper,
Secretary of the Air Force Dr. James Roche and Chief Master Sgt. of the
Air Force Gerald R. Murray at a deployed location.
BELOW: General Jumper presented chief master sergeant stripes to
Senior Master Sgt. Ed Salinas, 21st Services Squadron. Sergeant
Salinas received his stripes, while deployed, when General Jumper,
Chief Murray and Dr. Roche visited the deployed location.

Courtesy photos
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first Minuteman intercontinental
missile from an underground silo
at Cape Canaveral, Fla. It flies
3,000 miles down the Atlantic
Missile Range.
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Thanksgiving safety can bring more to be thankful for
By Master Sgt. Steve Kjonaas
Assistant Fire Chief for Fire Prevention

Peterson Air Force Base Fire and
Emergency services and the National
Fire Protection Association urges
consumers to use extreme caution with
turkey fryers when preparing holiday
meals because of the dangers frequently
associated with these devices. Tests have
shown that the fryers have a high risk
of tipping over, overheating, or spilling
hot oil, leading to fires, burns or
other injuries.
This method, which has become
increasingly popular in recent years,
requires placing the turkey in three gallons or more of oil, which is heated by
propane. Some people opt for frying,
believing it delivers better taste and cuts
down on cooking time. But the frying
units have come under scrutiny recently
as Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., an
independent product safety-testing

organization, has decided not to certify
any turkey fryer with their UL mark.
The UL mark on appliances assures
the item has been rigorously safety tested
in a laboratory under extremely harsh
conditions.
Some concerns about turkey
fryers:
! When the turkey is placed in
the hot oil, oil may spill onto the burner,
creating a fire.
! The units can easily tip over,
spilling hot, scalding oil onto anyone or
anything nearby.
! Most units do not have automatic thermostat controls, so oil may
heat until it catches fire.
! The sides, lids, and handles get
extremely hot and may cause burns.
Peterson Fire and Emergency
Services members urge people to use
cooking equipment that has been tested
and approved by a recognized testing
facility, such as UL or Factory Mutual.

Cooking fires are the leading cause
of home fires and home fire injuries.
Unattended cooking is the primary cause
of these fires.
If people must use a turkey fryer,
here are some tips for safer use:
! Turkey fryers should always be
used outdoors a safe distance from buildings and any other material that can burn.
! Never use turkey fryers on
wooden decks or in garages.
! Make sure the fryers are
used on a flat surface to reduce accidental tipping.
! Never leave the fryer unattended. Most units do not have thermostat
controls. If people don’t watch the fryer
carefully, the oil will continue to heat
until it catches fire.
! Never let children or pets near
the fryer when in use. Even after use,
never allow children or pets near the
turkey fryer. The oil inside the cooking
pot can remain dangerously hot, hours

after use.
! To avoid oil spillover, do not
overfill the fryer.
Use well-insulated potholders or
oven mitts when touching pot or lid handles. If possible, wear safety goggles to
protect eyes from oil splatter.
! Make sure the turkey is completely thawed and be careful with marinades. Oil and water don’t mix. Water
causes oil to spill over, causing a fire or
even an explosion hazard.
! The National Turkey Federation
recommends refrigerator thawing and to
allow approximately 24 hours for every 5
pounds of bird thawed in the refrigerator.
! Keep an all-purpose fire extinguisher nearby. Never use water to extinguish a grease fire. People should
remember to use their best judgment
when attempting to fight a fire. If the fire
is manageable, use an all-purpose fire
extinguisher. If the fire increases, immediately call 9-1-1 for help.

Peterson members share
Thanksgiving Day plans:
what they’re most thankful for
Airman 1st Class David Stewart,
21st Security Forces Squadron
“If I don’t have to work, I was invited to have dinner with a retired
major and his wife because they
found out that I didn’t have plans.
I am most thankful this year that
my brother, who was in a bad
motorcycle accident, made it
through O.K.”

Airman Michael Wood,
21st Civil Engineer Squadron

“This Thanksgiving is my wife and
my first Thanksgiving since our
wedding, so I plan to spend the
day with her. I am most thankful
for my family.”

Combined
90%
Federal
Campaign
Total as of Nov. 15 – $216,617
21st Space Wing goal – $236,000

Airman 1st Class Jonathan Ekweozor,
21st Comptroller Squadron
“Some of the people from my
office invited some of the Airmen
to their homes for Thanksgiving
Day meals. I also plan to take
advantage of the free meal being
offered at the dorms. I am thankful
for my health and that I have a job
I enjoy.”

Airman 1st Class Ramon Tabaquers,
21st Civil Engineer Squadron

“This Thanksgiving, I plan to catch
up on my sleep. I am most thankful for the Air Force and that my
life has a direction now.”

THANKS

4

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, Nov. 18, 2004

NEWS

It’s OK to be
a quitter
By Col. (Dr.) Kenneth Hoffman
TRICARE Population Health Programs

The third Thursday in November
has traditionally been the “Great
American Smoke-out,” a day when people stop smoking for at least a day. Each
year, millions of Americans try to quit,
and for each quitting attempt, many are
successful. Although many depend
on sheer willpower to quit, many are
more likely to succeed in permanently
quitting tobacco with help from
others, to include an interested health
care provider.
Nicotine is an addictive drug. No
one started smoking with the intention of
becoming an addict. Smoking has been
part of our culture and many people start
because their friends start, or they want
to be “grown up” and part of a lifestyle

where smoking is important. Early on,
smokers realize
nicotine aids concentration, decreases
appetite and improves one’s
mood. If nicotine didn’t have pleasant
qualities, it would not have the potential
to become addictive. At some point,
most smokers realize they would have
been better off if they had never started.
Each year, perhaps 70 percent of all
active duty smokers want to quit, a good
percentage of those try.
They find quitting is not so easy.
Many are accustomed to smoking more
than 10 cigarettes per day, perhaps
smoking within five minutes of getting
up in the morning.
There are specific times when the

urge for a cigarette can be
overwhelming. Without a
smoke, the individual becomes
highly stressed,
irritable
and
unable to concentrate. At some
level, smokers
may come to
realize
that
smoking is out of
control. When the
urge strikes, it
becomes an obsession
and use becomes compulsive. These components are
symptoms of withdrawal – out of
control use and obsessive-compulsive
use are what define nicotine as one of
the most addictive drugs we have today.
Many non-smokers do not appreciate the
struggle it takes many smokers to permanently quit.
We want smokers to quit. Nicotine
addiction adversely impacts readiness
and the military’s mission. In a field setting, a lit cigarette becomes a beacon in
the dark and cigarette butts can be an
important clue to enemy intelligence.
Nicotine withdrawal decreases tolerance

https://commweb.hill.af.mil/AMT/

to stress, decreases the ability to concentrate, increases personal irritability and
can disturb the sleep cycle needed for
optimal performance. Tobacco smoke
itself decreases the amount of oxygen
and increases the amount of carbon
monoxide in the blood sopersonal
endurance is decreased. Most smokers
already realize these facts and are willing to quit if this can be accomplished
successfully.
Our health care team can help all
smokers quit successfully. While simple
brief advice might help a small but significant number of smokers, we know
through the use of additional counseling,
positive social support, stress management, nutritional counseling, nicotine
replacement therapy and anti-craving
drugs, we can help a far greater number.
All of these options are currently
available to our military health care
beneficiaries through our medical
treatment facilities and health promotion programs.
Although I am addressing smoking
for the Great American Smokeout, we
are concerned about the use of all tobacco products. Members of the Military
Health Care system want all tobacco
users to quit successfully. For information, call the Peterson Health and
Wellness Center at 556-4292.

The complete Airman’s Manual
is now available online! Browse
sections for review or test your
knowledge of today’s Air Force
with online quizzes.

6

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, Nov. 18, 2004

NEWS BRIEFS

JUDGE ADVOCATE SEEKS
INCOME TAX VOLUNTEERS

AIR FORCE AID SOCIETY
OFFERS EDUCATION GRANTS

The 21st Space Wing Judge Advocate office is in
search of people to volunteer to prepare 2004 tax
returns for active-duty military, retirees and dependents. Volunteer days and times are flexible. Tax preparation experience requested but not required. All volunteers must pass the Volunteer Income Tax Assistant test.
Untrained volunteers must be available for IRSprovided tax preparation training 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Dec. 6 through 10 at the U.S. Air Force Academy. For
information or to volunteer, call Staff Sgt. Kellie
Soulvie at 556-4403 or email kellie.soulvie@peterson.af.mil by Nov. 30.

The Air Force Aid Society’s General H. Arnold
Education Grant Program awards $1,500 in grants to
sons and daughters of active duty, Title 10
AGR/Reservists on extended active duty, Title 32 AGR
performing full-time active duty, retired reservists with
20 or more years of qualifying service and deceased
Air Force members. Active duty spouses residing
stateside, spouses of Title 10 AGR/Reservists on
extended active duty, and surviving spouses of
deceased members are also eligible candidates. For
more information and an application, call the Family
Support Center at 556-6141 or visit the Air Force Aid
Society’s web site at www.afas.org.

SECURITY FORCES ENFORCE
VEHICLE REGISTRATION
There are a number of people who have vehicles
that are not registered or have expired registrations on
Peterson Air Force Base. Gate guards have been enforcing the vehicle registration regulation by sending vehicle operators to the Visitor’s Center in order to properly register their vehicles. Vehicles with temporary
plates are required to get a temporary pass until the
plates expire. To register, the owner of the vehicle must
provide proof of vehicle registration, insurance,
Colorado emissions and valid military or civilian
employee identification.
Security Forces Pass and Registration personnel
will hold vehicle registration from 8 to 10 a.m. today in
Bldg. 2025; and from noon to 2 p.m. today in Bldg. 2.
For information, call the Visitors Center at 556-6660.

ALABAMA AIR NATIONAL GUARD
OFFERS PART-TIME JOBS
The Alabama Air National Guard is seeking people to fill part-time vacancies in various career fields.
For more information, call Master Sgt. Vonsetta
Roberts at (334) 394-7191, DSN 358-9191, (800) 3684481 or e-mail vonsetta.roberts@almont.ang.af.mil.

HONOR GUARD SEEKS APPLICANTS
The Peterson Honor Guard has an opening and is
looking for new members. Applicants must be a
technical or master sergeant. To apply, members
must submit a resume or biography, a copy of their past
five enlisted performance reports and an 8-inch by
10-inch official photograph. For more information,
call 556-8029.

ENLISTED CORPS ELIGIBLE FOR
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The Armed Forces Communications and
Electronics Association is accepting applications from
enlisted people in the Colorado military community for
assistance with college costs. Enlisted members do not
have to be a member of AFCEA to apply. Applicants
must be enlisted military members in the Rocky
Mountain Chapter area, which includes Buckley
AFB, Peterson AFB, U.S. Air Force Academy, Fort
Carson and Schriever AFB. They must also have
education expenses greater than the total of tuition
assistance, G.I. Bill benefits and all other grants or
scholarships received for their classes taken. There are
also degree specifications and other requirements. For

more information, call Senior Master Sgt. Mark
Everson at 554-8570.

UNIVERSITY OFFERS PROGRAM
ON HOMELAND SECURITY
The University of Colorado at Colorado Springs,
through the Network Information and Space Security
Center, has developed a set of graduate courses leading
to a Certificate in Homeland Security. The courses
were developed in consultation with officials as U.S.
Northern Command. After completion of the four
courses, students will receive a graduate certificate
from UCCS. For more information, e-mail Warren
Lotzbire at wlotzbir@uccs.edu.

PIKES PEAK COMMUNITY COLLEGE
OFFERS ACCELERATED COURSES
The Pikes Peak Community College Military
Programs Weekend classes have taken on a new format.
The classes are now required to meet for the full 45
contact hours in the classroom. They will meet Fridays
and Saturdays for four consecutive weekends, with the
exception of weekends containing holidays. For more
information, call Ron Shields in the Base Education
Center at 574-1169.

EDUCATION CENTER OFFERS
COMMISSIONING BRIEFINGS
Enlisted members interested in learning about
commissioning opportunities may attend one of the
monthly commissioning briefings offered at the
Education Center. Interested members can find out
more about Officer Training School and Reserve
Officer Training Corps programs such as: Airmen
Education and Commissioning Program; Airmen
Scholarship and Commissioning Program; and the
Professional Officers Course-Early Release Program.
Information on eligibility requirements, opportunities
and application procedures will be discussed.
Upcoming briefing dates are Tuesday and Dec. 29. Call
556-4064 to register for a briefing.
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Illegal drugs subject users to health, career problems
By Claudie V. Cleveland
Drug Demand Reduction Program Manager

When I speak to audiences, I often
say we don’t ever get away from peer
pressure no matter what our age may be.
Dr. Lewis Maharam, president of
the New York chapter of the American
College of Sports Medicine and New
York City Marathon medical director,
said there are two main reasons why athletes turn to performance enhancing
drugs. One is to get the gold medal and
the other is to look good.
Thomas Caione, athletic director
and coach, said, “There are so many
mixed messages. There’s a major
emphasis on winning and we reward
kids (who) look like they’re getting bigger and stronger.”

Increasingly, we see how athletes
are trying to gain an unfair and illegal
advantage by using PEDs to become
bigger, stronger, and faster. In the 2004
Olympiad, the host country, Greece, had
two of their star competitors disqualified for using PEDs. The problem is that
there are huge physical and emotional
dangers from abuse of these new drugs.
Our own guidance, Air Force
Instruction 44-120, Drug Abuse Testing
Program, spells out the service’s stance
by stating, “Ensure Air Force personnel
recognize that the wrongful use of anabolic steroids by Air Force military
members is an offense under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice.”
Another way of stating the safe use
of steroids is that your provider is the
only person, legally, who can prescribe

anabolic steroid use. Anabolic steroids
are synthetic derivatives of the male
hormone testosterone. They were originally developed to help cancer patients
and victims of starvation. Steroids make
your body stronger, bigger and faster
than it was biologically meant to be.
This growth stresses the ligaments and
joints and makes them susceptible to
greater injury.
The side effects of unauthorized
illicit prolonged use of steroids are serious. Prolonged use, for example, can
lead to a change in body chemistry from
male to female or vice versa.
Dr. Gary Wadler, associate professor of Clinical Medicine for NYU
School of Medicine reports “girls can
develop deep voices, breast reduction,
hair loss, menstrual changes, and facial

hair growth. Boys develop breasts, get
high-pitched voices, hair loss, acne,
shrunken testicles, impotence, reduced
sperm count, and difficulty urinating.”
Steroids can cause major changes
in both sexes, making users unusually
aggressive, even hostile. Steroids can
pose an even greater threat to children
who are still growing. Steroid use forces
the growth plates of immature bones to
close, so that adolescents can lose inches off their height.
Finally, don’t be mislead into
thinking that being stronger, faster, and
bigger is an enticement to experiment
with steroids. Because, if the use
is unauthorized, steroids can also cause
cancer, elevated cholesterol, heart
disease, death and punishment under
the UCMJ.

Air Force officer takes co-pilot’s seat during medical emergency
By Senior Master Sgt. Ty Foster
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Like most passengers on a commercial airline
flight, Lt. Col. Scott Neumann probably expected a
long, uneventful flight from Dulles International
Airport in Washington D.C. to Los Angeles.
Boy, was he wrong.
The deputy commander for the 412th
Operations Group at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.,
had just wrapped up a semi-annual meeting with the
National Aeronautic Association contest and records
board and was settled into his seat in coach class for
his coast-to-coast trip Nov. 9.
During the flight he’d struck up a conversation
with one of the flight attendants. He shared that he’d
been a test pilot for the B-2 and other aircraft.
With small talk aside, the flight attendant went
about her business and so did Colonel Neumann –
but not for long.
“About one-and-a-half hours into the flight, the
flight attendant made an announcement requesting a
doctor or nurse,” he said. Then she gathered up the
airliner’s medical equipment, oxygen bottle and
headed toward the cockpit.
The co-pilot was having a seizure.
The pilot, a captain, had struggled to restrain
the seizing co-pilot as he requested assistance and
piloted the aircraft during the episode.
A nurse who was a passenger behind Colonel
Neumann responded to the request for assistance.
And when the call came out for a couple of strong
able bodies, Colonel Neumann and a fellow traveler
stepped forward.

Online holiday
greetings
Family members and friends can
send online holiday greetings to Airmen
deployed to Iraq this holiday season
through the Iraq Newslink Web site. The
greetings are free. Postings began Nov.
15. Greetings should be text-only (no photos or graphics), 50 words or less. For
information on the site’s online holiday
greeting program, visit the Iraq Newslink
home page at www.afnews. af.mil/iraq/
and select the “Send a holiday greeting”
button on the right side of the page.To see
posted greetings, go to www.afnews.af.
mil/greetings.htm.

They moved the co-pilot into the forward galley
to allow the nurse to treat his symptoms.
The 737’s pilot, now without a co-pilot, decided an emergency divert to Colorado Springs Airport
was in order. The flight attendant told him about
Colonel Neumann’s experience as a test pilot.
“You’ll do,” the captain told the colonel. So
Colonel Neumann moved from coach to better than
first class. New to the 737 airframe, Colonel
Neumann said he helped the pilot run checklists and
land the plane.
Upon arrival in Colorado Springs just after 10
a.m., a medical crew arrived to assist the co-pilot.
“Whenever there’s an emergency at the airport,
we’re part of a joint response with AMR [American
Medical Response] and Colorado Springs Fire
Department teams,” said Technical Sgt. Chancey
Cruger, lead medical responder for the Peterson AFB
crew. He led Staff Sgts. Jason Linta and Frank
Poyner, and Senior Airman Eric Schrager, a reservist
who is also a Colorado Springs firefighter.
“They were on board as soon as the door was
opened and immediately began giving emergency
medical care to the co-pilot,” Colonel Neumann said.
As the first responders on scene, the Team Pete
crew assessed the situation and put their well-honed
training to work.
“He was conscious but not coherent,” Sergeant
Cruger said. They worked together to stabilize the
co-pilot, asking him basic questions, taking vitals
and checking blood sugars.
The AMR team arrived and transported the copilot to Memorial Hospital in Colorado Springs. His
condition is unknown.

After their patient departed, Sergeant Cruger
and his crew stayed behind to help the flight attendants clean up the mess, which included blood.
“The flight attendant said they’d clean it up, but
we have the equipment to do the job right,” Sergeant
Cruger said. “That way they’re not exposed to any
blood-borne illnesses.”
As witness to the entire medical response,
Colonel Neumann offered high praise for the medical response crew from Team Pete.
“They were very professional and did an outstanding job,” he said. “I can’t think of a better way
for the passengers of the aircraft to see their Air
Force in action than to watch those fire department
rescuers caring for the copilot.”
Unfortunately, Colonel Neumann’s eventful
flight led to a crew and aircraft change in what was
to be a non-stop flight to Los Angeles. Given his
involvement, the colonel was late in arriving to the
ticket counter to get onto the new flight. The new
aircraft was booked solid.
He said the ticketing agent asked if he’d
been the one who co-piloted after the emergency.
Upon confirmation, the agent booked him a firstclass seat.
“Not quite as good as the one I had,” Colonel
Neumann said.
On the plus side, the emergency allowed the
test pilot to log in “two or three tenths of an hour in
a 737,” he said. It might not seem like much when
compared to the stick time he has with the B-2, B-1,
F-16, KC-135, C-12, and C-130 airframes.
“But this will be a lot more memorable,”
he said.

Safety offers winter motorcycle safety tips
By Harris J. Luis
21st Space Wing Safety Office

One of the advantages of
living in Colorado Springs in
the winter is often having clear
weather. Sunny days, not too
cold and when it snows it’s
usually gone before long. This
is a good thing for avid motorcycle riders.
As in life, all things are not
perfect. Riding a motorcycle
during the winter months
requires extra safety precautions.
It tests the riding skills learned
during the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation Course. Knowing
the bike’s limitation is a must
and having it in tip-top condition

can’t be stressed enough. Make
sure the bike has been thoroughly inspected for any mechanical
problems. There is nothing
more frustrating than being
stranded in colder temperatures
because of a breakdown. The
distance from home to work and
back again can be as different as
night and day. Check out the
weather forecasts over the route,
because it may be clear at home
but icy and snowy elsewhere on
the route.
Observing a few commonsense safety rules can help
ensure the ride is not interrupted
by a mishap at an intersection.
Dress properly for the weather,
slow down and drive for the road

conditions – not the speed limit.
One of the challenges riders may face riding here is
the painted lines on crosswalks.
They become slippery when wet.
Motorcycle
riders
should
become familiar with crosswalk
locations throughout the base,
because as snow accumulates,
the markings are less visible.
Try not to stop the motorcycle
on the painted lines of the crosswalks, but if drivers have
no choice, they can practice
acceleration techniques to help
avoid problems.
For more winter driving
safety tips, contact the 21st
Space Wing Safety Office at
556-8001.
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Corner
FLEXIBLE SPENDING
ACCOUNT PROGRAM
BEGINS OPEN SEASON
This program offers two types of
flexible spending accounts: a health care
flexible spending account and a dependent care flexible spending account.
Employees may enroll in either one or
both types of accounts. The open season
will be held through Dec. 13. These are
the same dates as the Federal Employees
Health Benefits Program open season.
This will be the only time Federal

NEWS
employees may enroll in the FSA
Program for 2005, outside of a qualified
status change. Employees previously
enrolled who wish to continue in the
FSA Program for 2005 must make a
positive enrollment during open season.
For information visit the web site at
www.FSAFEDS.com or contact a benefits counselor at (877) 372-3337 or
(800) 952-0450.

CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES
CAN USE OR LOSE
ANNUAL LEAVE
Generally, the maximum amount
of civilian annual leave that may carry
forward from one leave year to the next
is 240 hours. Annual leave in excess of
the ceiling limitation at the end of the

leave year, Jan. 8, must be forfeited.
Forfeited leave may be restored, within
specific requirements. The first is that
the leave must have been originally
requested, approved, and scheduled in
writing prior to the start of the third
biweekly pay period before the end of
the leave year. Thus, all use-or-lose
annual leave for 2004 must be requested, approved and scheduled before Nov.
28 to be eligible for restoration.
Restoration of forfeited annual leave is
addressed in AFI 36-815 and the 21st
Space Wing Supplement.

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
HEALTH BENEFITS
PROGRAM OPENS SEASON

Eligible decorations authorized
regardless of personnel data
Air Force officials want to assure
Airmen that wearing eligible decorations
is authorized, even if they are not currently reflected in the military personnel data
system.
The affected decorations include the
Korean Defense Service Medal, Gallant
Unit Citation/Meritorious Unit Award,
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal and the “V” device on the
Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism.
“At this time, we do not have an estimate of when the (system) will be available for update,” said Tech. Sgt. Jeff
Simmons, noncommissioned officer in
charge of the recognition programs branch

at the Air Force Personnel Center here. “In
the interim, we want to reconfirm that
Airmen do not have to wait until the system is updated to wear the decorations
they have earned.”
But officials stress that Airmen need
to ensure they meet the proper criteria
before wearing any new decoration.
Eligibility requirements for each decoration can be found at www.afpc.randolph.
af.mil/awards/Recently%20approved%20a
wards.htm.
For more information, Airmen can
call their local military personnel flight at
556-1716. (Courtesy of AFPC News
Service)

The annual FEHB open season

will be open through Dec. 13. During
this time civilian employees may enroll,
change health plans or options, or cancel enrollment.
Air
Force-serviced
civilian
employees will make their Open Season
election or change electronically via the
web-based
Employee
Benefits
Information System or the BEST automated phone system.
Changes made during the open
season will become effective Jan. 9. The
Health Fair will be held at the Officer’s
Club from 2:30 to 4 p.m. today. For
information, visit
www.opm.gov/insure/04/index.asp or contact BEST at
(800) 540-4047 or www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/dpc/best/Newsletters/BES
T_Newsletter_Oct_04.pdf.

Junior Enlisted
seeking members
Members of the Junior Enlisted
Advisory Council are seeking
nominees for their executive
council. There will be a meeting
3 p.m. today at the Peterson
Enlisted Club. For information,
contact Staff Sgt. Serena Adams
at 556-6493.

www.peterson.af.mil
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her residence had been torn apart by an unknown ruffian. The hooligan had ripped apart the screen with a
wooden stick, which had been left lying in the front
lawn of the residence. The stick was taken as evidence
and photos were taken of the damaged door and turned
over to Security Forces Investigations.

The following real-life events, from around Peterson,
are to inform you of crimes, accidents and events occurring on
base. These entries are recorded in the Peterson Police Blotter
and reprinted for situational awareness:
**Editor’s note: Although the Space Observer staff may
make light of blotter entries, the intent is to call attention to
our security and law enforcement concerns. However, our vigilant security forces team treat each incident seriously and
according to the rules and regulations.

WHAT STOP SIGN? – OCT. 12
A driver telephoned the Law Enforcement Desk
stating he had smashed into another vehicle on Stewart
Avenue. The heedless driver admitted he had failed to
see the big red stop sign at the intersection of Stewart
Avenue and Otis Street and drove through the intersection. The driver had not planned on being halted by a
large truck during his journey. The frenzied driver was
given a summons by Colorado Springs Police
Department for reckless driving.

WATCH WHERE YOU’RE GOING …
– OCT. 12
An individual telephoned the Law Enforcement
Desk stating she had backed her vehicle into an unsuspecting motorist. The driver failed to notice the vehicle behind her as she backed out of her parking space
in the Commissary parking lot. Damage to both the
vehicles was minimal, only warranting a citation for
Improper Backing Procedures. Perhaps she should
look twice before putting her vehicle in reverse.

HOUSE FLIES ARE WELCOME
– OCT. 12
A Base Housing resident telephoned the Law
Enforcement Desk and stating the front screen door to

PASS? WHAT PASS? – OCT. 13
The Entry Controller at the West Gate radioed
the Law Enforcement Desk stating a motorist had
improperly gained entry to the installation. The Entry
Controller stated he had directed the bewildered
motorist to move into the inspection area to receive a
temporary pass to enter the installation. However, the
motorist had different plans. Instead of pulling over to
the search area he proceeded onto the installation. It
didn’t take long for Security Forces members to locate
the lost motorist and put him on the right track back to
the gate. The motorist was escorted back to the gate he
had fled from and was issued a pass and briefed on
proper entry procedures.

ONE ENVELOPE DESERVES
CLOSER LOOK – OCT. 14
An individual notified a Security Forces patrolman there was a manila envelope laying in the lobby of
the clinic. The patrolman radioed the Law
Enforcement Desk advising the those on shift of the
suspicious package. Teams from Explosive Ordnance
Disposal and bio-environmental arrived at the scene
and investigated the contents of the envelope. The
results of the tests for anything harmful were negative.
The contents of the envelope turned out to be a not-sodangerous pair of prescription glasses. It’s better to be
safe than sorry.

BUSTED – OCT. 14
An entry controller at the West Gate radioed the
Law Enforcement Desk requesting assistance with a
belligerent driver. The Military Working Dog unit
arrived and conducted a search of the upset individual’s vehicle with negative findings. The responding
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patrols requested a National Crime Information Center
check on the irate individual and found the information from NCIC was not matching with the vehicle in
question. A check conducted on the driver’s license
determined the fuming individual had a warrant for
failure to appear. Members of the CSPD responded
and issued summonses for Failure to Provide Correct
Registration, Driving Without a License and possessing Fictitious Plates. Maybe he’ll learn his lesson now.

ONE BAD DAY – OCT. 15
During a selective enforcement at the North
Gate, an individual was asked to produce his driver’s
license, registration and proof of insurance for his
vehicle. The individual could not seem to find any of
the above. The Law Enforcement Desk ran the vehicle
plates on NCIC that revealed the vehicle’s registration
was expired. A CSPD patrol responded and issued
summonses for Driving Without a License and
Expired Registration to the forgetful driver.

PEEK-A-BOO, WE SEE YOU – OCT. 15
The Entry Controller at the West Gate radioed
the Law Enforcement Desk stating he had located a
person who was on the Be-On-the-Look-Out list for an
insufficient funds check. Patrols responded to the West
Gate and ran the exposed individual on NCIC, which
corresponded with the previous wants charge. A CSPD
patrol responded and took custody of the wanted individual.

18 HOLES LATER – OCT. 16
An individual telephoned the Law Enforcement
Desk stating he had noticed the lock on his second
floor storage locker was missing. After looking in his
storage locker he discovered his golf clubs had disappeared. The patrolman responded and took a statement. Investigations took over and are searching for
the culprit.
* If you have any information on a crime or
any of these blotter entires, report it to security
forces at 556-4000.

10
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Peterson troops, families celebrate
Veterans Day with local residents
By Staff Sgt.
Denise Johnson
21str Space Wing Public Affairs

Members of Peterson
Air Force Base joined
Colorado Springs residents
in a salute to veterans in
downtown Colorado Springs
Nov. 6.
Various leaders and
families from Team Pete took
to the viewing stands and
lined the streets for a Veterans

Day parade.
An array of people and
floats made their way down
Tejon St. on foot, horse hoof,
and on wheels ranging from
one to 16. Veterans organizations joined Girl and Boy
Scout Troops, motorcycle
groups, civilian clubs, school
groups, marching bands and
general well-wishers as they
spent the morning honoring
veterans spanning generations and miles.

Clockwise starting from right:
– A 50th Space Wing float bears red, white and blue banners as it makes its way down Tejon St.
– Veterans wave to onlookers from behind signs listing
battles where Americans fought and died.
– Two members of Peterson AFB carry the “Team Pete”
banner during the parade.
– Ladies wearing patriotic colors and holding flags, sit
atop a float and wave to the crowd.
– General Richard E. Webber, 21st Space Wing commander, (center, facing right) watches from the viewing stands.
Photos by Dennis Plummer
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Log Entry V:

Radio Daze
Editor’s note: This is the fifth in a series of articles
written by retired Lt. Col. P.C. “Chevy” Chevallard, former commander/conductor of The U.S. Air Force
Academy Band here. The colonel is a student pilot in
pursuit of his private pilot’s license through the Peterson
Air Force Base Aero Club.
By P.C. “Chevy” Chevallard
Space Observer stringer writer

“OK Chevy,” my instructor droned, “the engine’s
started, the instruments are functional and the brakes
work. Get on the radio and get your flight information.
Punch in the frequencies in the sequence you’ll need
when we’re airborne, then let’s start our taxi roll.”
I don’t think my instructor appreciates how much
talking on the radio while flying freaks me out. He
should, however, because most student pilots feel that
way, especially early in their training. I guess he thinks
I can handle it. After all, he knows I’m no kid at age 54.
I’ve spent thirty years conducting large groups of musicians while minding how the music fits with film,
dancers, narrators, singers, choirs and split-second flyover cues. He assumes I have this multitasking thing
down. But I don’t, at least when it comes to the radio.
Radio use is a singular activity for me, but I’m betting it wouldn’t be for my wife. I’ve seen her simultaneously rest a baby on her hip, fix dinner, watch a soap
opera, jot down a recipe and talk on the phone with no
problem. When the phone rings for me, however, I pick
up the receiver, hold my hand out like a traffic cop and
scowl at her with a look that says “Everyone be quiet!
Can’t you see I’m on the phone?” I can only do one
thing at a time. You see, I’m a guy.

FEATURE
Being a guy is why syndicated humor columnist
Dave Barry is my hero. In his best-selling book “Dave
Barry’s Complete Guide To Guys,” he makes the case
that while “men, manhood, and manly” are serious
words about serious manliness, there’s a less serious
version of the male species that many overlook: the guy.
He contends that while Vince Lombardi, Oliver North,
and doberman pinschers are men; Joe Namath, Gilligan,
and labrador retrievers are guys. I marvel at multitasking women who can drive a car, put on makeup and
talk on a cell phone – but they’re not guys. And while
it’s true that as a little guy, I owned a little red wagon
called the “Radio Flyer,” a real radio flyer I’m not, at
least not yet.
To make matters worse, the T41-Charlie has a several radios – one for communications, on which you can
dial up two separate frequencies; one for navigation,
ditto; a transponder, which automatically “squawks” a
code that identifies my aircraft to Air Traffic Control;
and the Emergency Locator Transmitter, the infamous
“black box” (which is actually red) that activates when
the aircraft makes a very hard (read: crash) landing.
Clearly, the ELT is the easiest radio for the pilot to operate and it’s the one that he or she hopes never to need.
“Listen to ATIS,” my instructor growled, as the
veins on his temple began to swell. After almost two
months of flight training, I could tell the snail’s pace of
my preflight drill was starting to get to him. Cautiously,
I punched in the Colorado Springs Airport Automatic
Traffic Information Service’s radio frequency of 125.0
MHz – that’s “megahertz,” which hero Barry defines as
“… a really, really big hertz.” A continuous broadcast,
updated hourly, ATIS spouted off:
“Colorado Springs Airport Information Hotel, one
niner five four zero Zulu. Winds three zero zero at four;
visibility one zero; five thousand scattered; ceiling broken at one two thousand; temperature zero seven, dew
point zero five; altimeter two niner eight five; Notice to
Airmen: northwest end of runway three zero right is
closed; taxiway Bravo two is closed. Advise on initial
contact, you have Hotel.” By the way, to hear the ATIS
broadcasts, call (719) 596-7040.
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Frantically scribbling the most critical of this data
on my Velcro-strapped knee board, I made the remaining required radio calls to clearance control, ground
control, and finally, the tower. In each call I included the
three required elements: who I was (my aircraft tail
number), where I was (exactly where my aircraft was
located at that moment) and what I wanted. In response
to the information I received from each, I replied with a
precisely accurate read back of that information. Finally
I was cleared for takeoff, and we were airborne. I
relaxed. “Now,” I thought, “I can concentrate on flying.”
“Cessna 7874 November, fly heading one zero
zero degrees and climb at your discretion,” called the
tower. This I did. “Cessna 7874 November, traffic at
three o’clock, eight thousand feet.” I looked. “Cessna
7874 November, additional traffic at one o’clock, eight
thousand five hundred feet.” I looked, again. Then my
instructor looked at me in amazement. “Do you see the
traffic, Chevy? Do you see either of those aircraft?”
Finally, I found one of the dots, converging, looming
ever larger. “If you see it, then why don’t you tell the
tower?” My instructor said with a very tight grin. Before
I could respond to his question, he pushed the radio’s
“talk” button and said in rapid fire, “Springs Tower,
Cessna 7874 November has both traffic in sight.
Descending to seven thousand five hundred feet.” Just
as promptly they answered, “74 November, seven thousand five hundred feet. Thank you.”
“Can’t you see I’m on the phone?” I thought.
And so it went all morning. Every time I became
comfortable flying the plane, the tower sounded off with
my call sign, expecting me to respond. “Chevy, you’ve
got to do both things – fly the plane and talk on the
radio,” my instructor said. “It’s easy – just become a parrot, then repeat whatever they say. Of course, you’d better understand what they’re saying and be ready to react
to it, too. Now call the tower, we’ll do some touch and
go landings before we quit .”
“Become a parrot? And a smart parrot, at that?”
I thought. This is going to be tough. How can I become
a smart parrot in twelve weeks when it has taken me
decades just to become a guy?
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Monday, Nov. 15 through
Friday Nov. 19
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Thursday, Nov. 18
! Great American Smoke-out
Trade in your cigarettes at the
Bowling Center
snack bar for a daily
special meal.

November is Month
of the Military Family
and American Indian
Heritage Month

! Team Pete members help with
Harvest of Love. For information or
to volunteer, call Master Sgt. Trina
Davis at 556-8528.

Friday, Nov. 19

Saturday, Nov. 20

Sunday, Nov. 21

Saturday, Nov. 27

! Art in the Vineyard at the
Officers’ Club from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
This is a wine-tasting event featuring wine, hors d’oeuvres, art and
live music. The first 100 people will
receive a free glass of wine. For
information, call 556-4181.

! Colorado State vs. Air Force.
The 21st Space Wing and 50th
Space Wing will co-host a tailgate
party beginning at 1 p.m. The game
starts at 3 p.m.

! All dormitory residents are
invited to a Thanksgiving Feast
from noon to 4 p.m. in Bldgs. 1164
and 1102.

! Outdoor Recreation weekend
skiing and snowboarding trips to
Colorado ski resorts begin. For
information, call 556-4867.

To submit information
for the base calendar,
email space.observer@peterson.af.mil

ARAGON DINING FACILITY MENU
Today
Lunch:
Mr. Z Baked Chicken
Pepper Steak
Pasta Primavera
Mashed Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Mixed Vegetables
Fried Okra
Green Beans
Dinner:
Orange-Spiced Chops
Liver with Onions
Tempura Fried Fish
Rissole Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Broccoli
Peas and Carrots
Wax Beans
Friday
Lunch:
Simmered Corn Beef
Pineapple Chicken
Yankee Pot Roast
Crispy Potato Wedges
Simmered Potatoes
Fried Cabbage
Carrots
Black-eyed Peas
Dinner:
Baked Fish
Beef and Corn Pie
Roast Turkey
Potatoes
Pea and Pepper Rice
Corn on the Cob
Stewed Tomatoes
Mustard Greens
Saturday
Lunch:
Baked Fish
Hungarian Goulash
Barbecue Chicken
Parsley Buttered Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Vegetable Stir Fry
Boston Baked Beans
Cream Corn
Dinner:
Savory Baked Chicken
Swedish Meatballs
Creole Shrimp
Baked Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Cream Corn
Asparagus
Steamed Squash
Sunday
Lunch:
Stir Fry Beef with Broccoli
Turkey Nuggets
Loin Strip Steak
Mushroom and Onion Sauce
Baked Potatoes
Rice Pilaf
Corn on the Cob
Green Beans
Dinner:
Oven Fried Fish
Cantonese Spareribs
Grilled Mustard Chicken Breast
Baked Macaroni and Cheese
Boiled Egg Noodles
Peas
Sweet Potatoes
Broccoli Combination

Monday
Lunch:
Chili Mac
Beef Cannelloni
Southern Fried Chicken
Cottage Fried Potatoes
Mashed Potatoes
Steamed Squash
Glazed Carrots
Peas
Dinner:
Pot Roast
Baked Stuff Fish
Roast Loin of Pork
Oven Brown Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Cauliflower Combination
Succotash
Green Beans with Mushrooms
Tuesday
Lunch:
Country Captain Chicken
Meat Loaf
Turkey a La King
Steamed Rice
Mashed Potatoes
Harvard Beets
Mustard Greens
Okra and Tomato Gumbo
Dinner:
Teriyaki Chicken
Veal Parmesan
Salmon Cakes
Filipino Rice
Parsley Buttered Potatoes
Fried Cabbage
Succotash
Mixed Vegetables
Wednesday
Lunch:
Beef Sukiyaki
Szechwan Chicken
Sweet and Sour Pork
Steamed Rice
Pork Fried Rice
Fried Cabbage
Glazed Carrots
Vegetable Stir Fry
Dinner:
Barbecue Ham Steak
Turkey and Noodles
Beef Ball Stroganoff
Boiled Egg Noodles
Mashed Potatoes
Calico Corn
Spinach
Lima Beans
Thanksgiving Day
Steamship Round Beef
Roast Turkey
Baked Ham
Glazed Sweet Potatoes
Mashed Potatoes
Cornbread Dressing
Rice Pilaf
Steamed Corn
Peas
Glazed Carrots
Nov. 26
Supper:
Mexican Baked Chicken
Swiss Steak with Tomato
Sauce

Stuffed Green Pepper
Baked Macaroni and Cheese
Steamed Rice
Corn on the Cob
Spanish Style Beans
Peas and Carrots
Nov. 27
Lunch:
Fish Almandine
Stir Fry Chicken with Broccoli
Pork Chops with Mushroom
Gravy
Rissole Potatoes
Rice Pilaf
Calico Corn
Club Spinach
Fried Okra
Dinner:
Crispy Baked Chicken
Cajun Meat Loaf
Grilled Steak
Baked Potatoes
Mashed Potatoes
Broccoli
Peas
Glazed Carrots
Nov. 28
Lunch:
Ginger Barbecue Chicken
Fried Shrimp
Seafood Cocktail Sauce
Spinach Lasagna
Orange Rice
Mashed Potatoes
Black-eyed Peas
Lima Beans
Corn O’Brien
Dinner:
Tuna and Noodles
Sauerbraten
Chicken Breast Parmesan
Au Gratin Potato
Steamed Rice
Cauliflower Combination
Peas
Fried Cabbage
Nov. 29
Lunch:
Roast Turkey
Baked Can Ham
Raisin Sauce
Fish and Fries
Mashed Potatoes
Corn Bread Dressing
Succotash
Tempura Vegetables
Herbed Green Beans
Dinner:
Swiss Steak with Tomato
Sauce
Baked Chicken
Hot Italian Sausage
Peppers and Onions
Steamed Rice
Mashed Potatoes
Broccoli Polonaise
Carrots
Nov. 30
Lunch:
Paprika Beef
Barbecue Beef Cubes
Chicken Fajitas
O’Brien Potatoes

Officers’ Club blends
wine, art, fine music for
memorable evening
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron

Wine tastings are popular events. Last year was
the first Art in the Vineyard
at the Officers’ Club and it
showcased a variety of red
and white wines for sampling, paired them with hors d’oeuvres,
showed off art from some of southern
Colorado’s artists and brought a group of
jazz musicians to round out the affair.
Guests loved everything about the
evening and encouraged the club to have another wine tasting soon.
The club will host its second annual Art in the Vineyard from 4:30-7:30
p.m. Friday. The evening will again feature a selection of red and white wines
for sampling, art for viewing and music for the guests’ listening enjoyment.
The Officers’ Club will also have wine-appropriate hors d’oeuvres for the
event. Those who enjoy wine tasting have the chance to share an evening
with other wine lovers during the Art in the Vineyard event.
There will be a few differences at this year’s Art in the Vineyard. The
first 100 to arrive will receive a commemorative wine glass. For information,
call 556-4181.
Also on the Officers’ Club plate is its traditional Thanksgiving Day
Buffet. The club chefs have planned a sumptuous feast with something for
every taste.
On the menu there will be entrees such as Roast Turkey with cornbread
stuffing, Smoked Turkey, Smoked Baron of Beef, Honey Glazed Ham and
Baked Halibut. There will also be sides such as wild rice, potatoes and gravy,
candied yams, green beans almandine, seasoned buttered corn and assorted
salads. If there’s room left after eating all that, some of the desserts include
a sundae bar and dessert bar, which includes a Chocolate Fountain.
For reservations or information, call 574-4100.
Steamed Rice
Cauliflower
Corn on the Cob
Lima Beans
Dinner:
Onion-Lemon Baked
Fish
Steak and Pork
Schnitzel
Beef and Spaghetti

Yakisoba
Baked Potatoes
Mashed Potatoes
Simmered Pinto
Beans
Spinach
Stewed Tomatoes
Dec. 1
Lunch:

Southern Fried Catfish
Barbecue Spareribs
Oven Fried Chicken
Red Beans and Rice
Macaroni and Cheese
Collard Greens
Black-eyed Peas
Glazed Sweet
Potatoes
Corn Bread

Dinner:
Pita Pizzas
Country Style Steak
Fried Chicken
Oven Brown Potatoes
Mashed Potatoes
Fried Cauliflower
Bean Combo
Cabbage

The Aragon Dining Facility announces new hours of operation, effective Oct. 1 Weekdays/Weekends: Breakfast 5:30 – 8 a.m.; Lunch 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Dinner 4 – 6 p.m.;
Holidays/Down days: Supper 11 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.; All carry out times 7 – 9 p.m.

Photos by Airman Amanda Weightman

Staff Sgt. Rachael McMillen, Electronic Systems Center at Detachment 5, prepares a box to be loaded
with food at the Care and Share Food Bank Monday. The food bank is trying to surpass last year’s collection weight of 981,000 pounds of food, Friday, to break a world record with 1 million pounds.

Peterson members lend helping hand
Team Pete attempts to break world record in pounds collected
By Airman Mandy Weightman
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

ABOVE: Senior Master Sgt. Rudolph S. Montez, 50th Civil Engineer Squadron, notes the
weight of donations collected from various schools in the local area. Each donation is
weighed and tracked so it can be used in a competition to see who raises the most
donations for the Harvest of Love.
BELOW: Staff Sgt. Eric Gardner, 21st Medical Group, hands a box of donated food to
Senior Airman Nancy Hubbard, 50th Civil Engineer Squadron. There were seven teams
of two driving to local schools to pick up donations.

The time has come. Team Pete has pulled together to help the Care and Share Food Bank with its annual Harvest of Love. This week, seven teams of two each
day will drive around the local area to pick up donations collected by elementary, middle and high school
students. They then take the donations to the Care and
Share warehouse where there are more Peterson volunteers taking on numerous tasks to help this most important operation run smoothly.
The boxes are unloaded outside of the warehouse
by a team of about eight yard workers. These yard
workers, also Peterson volunteers, combine all of the
food into large boxes, which are separated by school.
The large boxes are then weighed by another Peterson

volunteer, who keeps track of the weights for the competition between all of the schools.
Next, the large boxes are taken to a room, called
the repack room, in the warehouse where there is a
team of about 20 Peterson volunteers. These Team Pete
members pack individual, family-size boxes, which are
then packaged up and taken to numerous food banks in
32 of Southern Colorado’s counties.
“I would just like to say thank you,” said Rachel
Gollhofer, Development Assistant at Care & Share
Food Bank. “I know how busy you [Peterson members]
are, and yet you all take the time out to do this. We
couldn’t do it with out you and we know that year after
year we can count on you.”
Last year, Harvest of love raised 981,000 pounds.
But, this year the goal is 1 million pounds. They are
hoping to break the world record Friday.

Food is collected and sorted by numerous volunteers, prior to being dispursed to needy families.

Staff Sgt. Alfonso Hay, Electronic Systems Center at Detachment 5, reaches for a can to mark it as “donated” before placing it in a family-size box. The boxes will be given to families in various food banks throughout 32 Colorado counties.
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Skiers wanted for racing team
By Dan Wilson
Front Range Military Ski team

Editor’s note: The following article was written
with some information from the TeamSki web site.
Continuing a tradition that has expanded over a
quarter of a century, the Front Range Military Ski team
is preparing for the upcoming ski season in Colorado.
The team competes in a league sponsored by
TeamSki Inc., which is a ski-racing program for adult
recreational skiers who live in the Front Range cities.
This year, TeamSki, which is sanctioned by United
States Ski Association, marks its 26th year of continuous operation. It’s also the same amount of time a military team has been a part of the group.
This year, the team will be looking to field teams
in three separate categories:
! The A-division for experienced skiers.
! The B division for intermediate level skiers.
! The C division for recreational or first time skiers.
Currently, the military ski team is looking for
skiers who have had some racing experience or are
strong recreational skiers. Skiers who have had previ-

ous competitive experience are also welcome, but
they must have been out of competition for at least
three years to qualify for the team.
The military ski team is open to anyone who is
assigned to Peterson or Schriever Air Force Base,
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station, the Air Force
Academy or Fort Carson. The minimum age to race is
18 and the age range last year was 18 to 69-years-old.
The TeamSki race format consists of six racers
per team, two of which need to be female skiers, who
race against each other on dual modified giant slalom
courses in “head-to-head” competitions. Racers take
two runs, one on each side of the parallel courses. If
possible, teams are made up with people from businesses and ski clubs along the Colorado Front Range.
The races are held using the dual modified
slalom format and are run in head-to-head competition. The scoring system is simple, as skiers go down
the course twice, with the best time counting for both
individual, by age group, and team scores. Team
times are computed by counting the two fastest
women on each team and the next three fastest times
for either male or female skiers.

According to the TeamSki web site, which the
Front Range Military Ski Team is a member, the
courses are set on intermediate to advanced terrain
that provide more of a challenge than the typical selftimer or public race courses while still providing even
first-time racers the opportunity to enjoy themselves.
TeamSki sponsors seven weekend races at popular destination ski resorts, including Copper
Mountain, Steamboat Springs, Loveland, Winter Park,
Beaver Creek and A-Basin. To race on the Front
Range Military Ski Team, racers must be military
members, active duty, reservists or national guardsmen, department of defense civilians, dependents of
either group or retired from any group. Contractors
may race on the team as long as they work directly for
any group.
The first race of the season is scheduled for Dec.
11 at Copper Mountain and the second race is scheduled for Jan. 8 at Steamboat Springs. Races are biweekly after the Steamboat race and the last race is
scheduled for Mar. 19 at A-Basin.
For information, call Dan Wilson at 554-9189 or
Jon Gaines at Buckley AFB, (720)-847-7978.

Intramural Flag Football standings
Games played through Nov. 10.
W
L
1. 21 CES
9
0
2. Team Colorado
8
1

3. 21 SCS
4. 21 MDG
5. 1 SPCS
6. 21 SFS

9
9
9
7

2
2
3
5

7. 721 SFS
8. AFOTEC DET4
9. 721 MSG
10. US NORTHCOM

21st and 50th SW
Tailgate Party

Air Force
vs. CSU
Who:
When:
Where:
Food:

6
4
4
3

5
5
6
6

11. 21 CONS
12. AFSPC CSS
13. ARSTRAT
14. 21 CPTS/DS

2
2
1
0

6
9
10
9

Intramural
Basketball
season
kicks
off
Dec.
13!

All base personnel and families are invited
Saturday, 1 p.m.
Air Force Academy’s Falcon Stadium,
Lot 4, Space 2
Free hot dogs, burgers,
chips and drinks will
be available. Guests
are welcome to bring
their favorite tailgate
meat, food with ice will
be provided.

Game start: 3 p.m.

There will be a coaches
meeting at 1 p.m.,
Dec. 1 in the
Fitness Center.
For information,
call the Fitness Center
at 556-4462.
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Mark Harter and Patrick Gonzales chose the most
winning teams in the Nov. 11 edition of the Space
Observer’s “Pete’s Pigskin Picks” with 10 out of 16
games. Use the last column to challenge yourself
in this week’s Pigskin’s Picks.

Florida at Florida State
Auburn at Alabama
Wisconsin at Iowa
South Carolina at Clemson
Michigan at Ohio State
Dallas at Baltimore
N.Y. Jets at Cleveland
Indianapolis at Chicago
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati
Detroit at Minnesota
Atlanta at N.Y. Giants
Tennessee at Jacksonville
St. Louis at Buffalo
Denver at New Orleans
Green Bay at Houston
New England at Kansas City

Ken James
N-NC/ J-6

Bill Lindley
21 SVS

Alex Wells
W-NC J633

Florida State
Auburn
Iowa
Clemson
Michigan
Baltimore
N.Y. Jets
Indianapolis
Pittsburgh
Minnesota
N.Y. Giants
Jacksonville
St. Louis
Denver
Houston
New England

Florida State
Auburn
Wisconsin
Clemson
Michigan
Baltimore
N.Y. Jets
Indianapolis
Pittsburgh
Minnesota
N.Y. Giants
Jacksonville
St. Louis
Denver
Green Bay
New England

Florida State
Alabama
Wisconsin
Clemson
Michigan
Baltimore
Cleveland
Indianapolis
Pittsburgh
Detroit
N.Y. Giants
Jacksonville
Buffalo
Denver
Green Bay
New England

You
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Conference displays big picture for NCOs
By Staff Sgt. Jennifer Thibault
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Air Force Space Command recently hosted its first Guardian Path
Noncommissioned Officer Conference.
The program was aimed at providing a command orientation, facilitating
an open leadership forum between
attendees and AFSPC senior staff and
providing leadership and teamwork
experiences to AFSPC NCOs.
The conference was similar to
other major commands’ initiatives such
as Air Mobility Command’s Phoenix
Stripe Conference, Air Combat

Command’s Sword Bearer Conference,
Air Education and Training Command’s
Torch Bearer and U.S. Air Forces in
Europe’s Broad Horizons Leadership
and Enhancement Seminar.
“We sent Staff Sgt. [Tiffany]
Smith to attend some of these courses
and she brought back some of their best
practices,” said AFSPC Command Chief
Master Sgt. Ron Kriete. “She compiled
what she felt would make the AFSPC’s
Guardian Path second to none.”
The conference, which ran from
Oct. 25 through 28, brought in 20 NCOs
with varying backgrounds and worked
to show them the “big picture” view of

AFSPC and its mission.
“This course provides our NCOs
with an overall insight of teambuilding and professional growth,” said
Chief Kriete.
Attendees weren’t exposed to
power point briefings the whole week
though. The agenda included a variety
of mediums as well as topics.
“We are mixing the curriculum
with a series of briefings, tours and
teamwork exercises,” said Sergeant
Smith, action officer for the conference.
“Chief Master Sgt. David Figueroa,
Staff Sgt. Keri Adorisio, and I are focusing the curriculum not only on being an

Peak Performer
Name: Staff Sgt. Cari D. Ellis
Duty Title: Bioenvironmental
Engineering Apprentice
Time in Service: five years
Home Town: Knoxville, Tenn.
Off-duty interests, hobbies:
Water skiing, home decorating, spending time with my
husband and cat.
Why did you join the Air
Force? I wanted more than
just a job. The Air Force
offered me that opportunity.

My father served a tour in the
Air Force. He always told me
that he had a very positive
experience.
What inspires you to do
what you do? I recently retrained into the Bioenvironmental Engineering career
field. It’s interesting and challenging work.
Favorite part of your job: I
learn something new every
day and especially enjoy my

duties in the radiation safety
program. When visiting industrial workplaces to assess
worker exposures, it is also
interesting to learn about
other AFSCs.
What goals have you set? To
be the best Bioenvironmental
Engineering technician I can
be, finish my Bachelor’s
degree in Environmental
Science, and then pursue a
graduate degree.

NCO in AFSPC, but also devoting
several blocks to being an NCO in
today’s Air Force.”
The conference hit on hot topics
such as force reshaping and career
development with briefings by subject
matter experts.
“The roles and responsibilities of
our junior NCOs are at an all time high
and this course is one more way
to enhance their supervisory capabilities,” said Chief Kriete. “We can never
receive enough professional development. One can learn so much from other
individuals when provided the atmosphere to do so.”

Chapel Schedule

Protestant Worship
Services:

Traditional Worship Service,
11 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School 9:35 a.m.
Sunday Inspirational Service,
12:30 p.m. Sunday
Contemporary Service,
5 p.m. Sunday

Catholic
Weekday Mass, 11:35 a.m.
(except Monday)
Saturdays, 5 p.m.
Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Reconciliation Saturdays, 4 p.m.

*For more information call the chapel at 556-4442 for available chapel programs.
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Paper LES program shredded
to make way for digital delivery
Airmen will get one less piece of mail now
that the Defense Finance and Accounting Service
stopped sending paper leave and earnings statements this month.
Airmen will not go without the critical
information the LES provides because it is now
available via the service’s myPay Web site, said
Colonel Patrick Coe, director of the Air Force
Accounting and Finance Office.
“You can now access this information anywhere you have access to a computer,” Colonel
Coe said. “And most of the active-duty force
already has a PIN for myPay.”
The information in the electronic LES is
the same as the old, but the Air Force is looking
for ways to expand and make the electronic version easier to use.
“Currently we are testing a ‘smart LES’ for
civilians and hope to make it available to Airmen
in the future,” he said. “This is an LES where you
can click on some of the blocks, and a window
comes up to explain the contents of the block.”
The Air Force asked DFAS officials to stop
providing the paper version to save nearly $4

million a year in printing and mailing costs.
Another motive, Colonel Coe said, was to familiarize Airmen with the functions available on the
site.
“Turning off the paper LES requires people
to go out to the Web site to (get) information,”
Colonel Coe said. “This will expose them to
(other functions) such as changing their allotments or looking at Thrift Savings Plan data.”
Airmen can turn the paper version back on
through myPay, but Air Force policy is that they
receive it electronically. The option may be
removed in the future.
“We are looking for the active-duty force to
get used to a Web-based service,” Colonel Coe
said. “When we do our personal finances, how
often do we walk into a financial institution like
a bank? We do these things online. This really is
a smart way to go – the way of the future. The
electronic LES is the first step.”
The myPay Web site is online at
https://mypay.dfas.mil, or through the Air Force
Portal at https://my.af.mil. (Courtesy of Air Force
Print News)

Team Pete around the globe
The 21st Space Wing operates 15 weapon systems, comprises 44 units in 26 locations in four countries and
encompasses nine time zones throughout the world.
Team Pete also has 166 deployed members supporting
various areas of operations across the globe.

Snow Call Line
556-SNOW
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www.peterson.af.mil
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November and December Family Support Program Highlights
All programs are open to active duty, Department
of Defense, civilian personnel, Reserve/Guard, their
families and to retired members and their families. For
some programs, the spouses of active-duty Air Force
members have priority. Classes are held in the Family
Support Center classroom, 135 Dover Street, Room
1016 (unless otherwise specified). Please call 5566141 for more information or to register for classes.
An e-mail can also be sent to 21mss/dpf@peterson.
af.mil. Please include the name and date(s) of the program you are interested in, your name, rank, duty
phone number, home phone number and organization.
Replies will be sent. Seating is limited.

SPONSORSHIP TRAINING
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Dec. 7, 21
This training highlights sponsor responsibilities,
relocation resources available both on and off base,
community trends, and the effect that sponsorship has
on the overall mission. Training is mandatory for all
new sponsors and those who have not served as sponsors during the past year.

GOING OVERSEAS
8 to 9 a.m. Dec. 9
Information on travel, living in a foreign country,
dealing with a new language, currency, and voltage
requirements are just a few of the subjects that will be
addressed in this class designed for individuals and
families who are preparing for an overseas move.

SMOOTH MOVE
9 to 11:30 a.m. Dec. 9
This briefing is for anyone going through a
Permanent Change of Station from the Peterson
Complex in the near future. Being prepared will lessen
the stress of upcoming moves. Participating offices are
the Joint Personal Property Shipping Office, Legal
Office, Accounting and Finance, TRICARE, and the
Family Support Center. Spouses are encouraged to
attend. Due to the number of participants, attendees
cannot bring children.

AIR FORCE CSB/REDUX BRIEFING
9 to 10 a.m. Dec. 3
This briefing will focus on the military Thrift
Savings Plan, Career Status Bonus, REDUX, and
retirement planning. This briefing is mandatory for
space command personnel electing the $30,000 bonus.

BASIC INVESTING
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. today
This seminar will address investment areas,
including stocks, bonds, mutual funds,
certificates of deposit, U.S. treasury bills and
savings for retirement and education. David Wood, Ent
Federal Investments Services director, is the presenter.

Learn about budgeting for a baby, calming your baby,
coping with stressors, and other Air Force Aid Society
programs. Eligible active duty Air Force families will
receive a “baby bundle” (blanket, crib sheet, towel,
etc.). Dads are encouraged to attend. Other branches
of service may attend if space is available.

EMPLOYMENT/TAP SERVICES
Dec. 13 to 16
The Department of Labor in cooperation with the
Department of Defense and Veteran’s Administration
offers Transition Assistance Program workshops at
military installations around the world. The TAP workshop covers a variety of topics designed to ease the
transition from military to private sector employment.
Topics include dealing with change, job search techniques, resume writing, interviewing skills, VA benefits, financial planning, dressing for success, support
services, and more. Attendance is open to all DOD
personnel and their families. Military personnel and
their spouses are encouraged to attend as soon as they
begin to think about retiring or separating. A four-day
workshop is offered every month at the Peterson
Enlisted Club. A mandatory pre-separation briefing
and registration is required.

JOB ORIENTATION
1 to 2 p.m. today, Nov. 25, Dec. 9, 23
This class is for all eligible personnel seeking full
or part-time employment and who are new to the job
market. It gives an overview of the local market and
how the Family Support Center can help with a job
search.

CAREER MARKETING STRATEGIES
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. today
This is the last class for 2004. This is a workshop
on conducting an effective job search, writing a competitive resume and interviewing effectively for a job.

RIGHT START AND
INFORMATION FAIR
8 a.m. Tuesday and Dec. 14 at the Peterson AFB
Enlisted Club
Right Start is mandatory for active-duty members. Spouses and children are encouraged to attend
the Information Fair at 11. Schriever AFB family
members are encouraged to attend the Peterson Info
Fair to become acquainted with support agencies and
organizations. Find out what the local base and community have to offer at this one-stop fair.

SMALL BUSINESS SEMINAR
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Friday
Conducted by SCORE, This seminar covers the
steps to follow in establishing a small business. The
cost is $15 fee per person for materials.

TRANSITION PLANNING
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 30
Individual Transition Planning will help organize
information to assist people in determining goals, barriers to employment, skills and education, relocation
and family considerations. Call 556-6141 for an
appointment.

BUDGETING FOR YOUR FUTURE
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday
This class will teach basic financial management
skills and how to develop a budget. Attendees must
bring a copy of their Leave and Earnings Statement
and a list of all monthly expenses.

PFMP REFRESHER
1 to 2:30 p.m. Wednesday and Dec. 22
This is a Personal Financial Management
Refresher class for E-4’s and below where Peterson
Complex is their second or subsequent duty station
and first duty station officers.

BUNDLE FOR BABIES
1 to 3 p.m. Dec. 14
Expectant active duty Air Force personnel and
spouses are invited to attend this informational class.

ADVANCED INTERVIEWING CLASS
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Dec. 8
This class will help develop and refine a
Professional Commercial by reviewing skills and
accomplishments as well as give additional practice to
increase competence and confidence at the interview.

RESUME REVIEW CLASS
9 to 11 a.m. Tuesday and Dec. 28
Bring a draft or final copy of your resume for a
professional evaluation. Learn how you can improve
your product and secure employment of your choice.

SINGLE PARENT NETWORK MEETING
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Dec. 15 at the Peterson AFB
Family Support Center
Topic: Celebrate Single Parents
A time to eat, socialize and have fun. Lunch and

gifts provided. To sign up, call 556-6141

SPOUSES AND FIANCE`S
DISCOVER HEART LINK
Heart Link is an orientation workshop for spouses and fiancés of active duty Air Force members who
would like to learn more about the Air Force mission,
customs, traditions, and protocol. In addition, representatives from several base agencies participate in the
workshop to help spouses and fiancés learn about the
community resources that support them and their families. Call Jane Gutierrez at 556-6141 to register for
the next Heart Link.

FAMILY CHILD CARE PROGRAM
The Family Child Care Program currently has
openings for children newborn to 12 years old. For
information, contact the Family Child Care Office at
556-4322.

RED CROSS
The American Red Cross on Peterson Complex,
Schriever AFB and on the U.S. Air Force Academy
does not hold Health and Safety Classes such as CPR,
First Aid, babysitting, etc. Anyone interested in these
classes or who needs recertification, call the Pikes
Peak American Red Cross Chapter at 632-3563. You
may also visit the website at: www.pparc.org. For
information, call the Peterson Red Cross office at 5567590/9201.

R. P. LEE YOUTH CENTER, 556-7220
November:
! Through Friday – Base Keystone Conference
– For youth ages 13 to 18. For more information, contact Erin Martin or Tina Madsen at the R. P. Lee Youth
Center.
! Through Nov. 29 – Photo Contest – For youth
ages 6 to 18. Submit entries by Nov. 29.

December:
! Dec. 7, from 5 to 7 p.m. – Day for the
Deployed - Card and gift making for children ages 6 to
12 of deployed parents. Sign up Monday through Nov.
30 by calling the center.
! Dec. 10, at 6 p.m. – Youth Recognition
Ceremony – Join the youth center staff as they recognize Team Pete youth achievements and service. The
ceremony will be held at the R. P. Lee Youth Center
Gymnasium.
! Dec. 18, at 3 p.m. – Recital & Talent Show –
Stop by the youth center Dec. 1 through 11 to register
and for rehearsal dates and times.

ANGER MANAGEMENT
1 to 4 p.m. Wednesday
Come learn different ways of managing anger,
whether it’s with co-workers, a spouse, or one’s own.
This is held at the Peterson AFB Chapel.

PORTABLE CAREER AND VIRTUAL
ASSISTANT TRAINING PROGRAM
The Peterson AFB and Schriever AFB Family
Support Centers will be offering Virtual Assistant
Training, Jan. 24 through 26, at the Peterson Mission
Support Building 350. Virtual Assistants are selfemployed professionals who provide off-site administrative support services to their clients. For information, call 556-6141.

FAMILY ADVOCACY
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Family Advocacy Programs require advanced
registration. For all classes listed please call 556-8943
to receive upcoming dates, sign-up and to confirm the
location of the program and/or any other information.

STRESS MANAGEMENT
Stress is a fact of life, but it needn’t be a way of
life. There are many things in life that can’t be controlled, but there are many that can be managed. Come
join us and learn new techniques. For information and
to register, call 556-8943.

