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To better serve the Peterson Air Force Base readership, the
21st Space Wing Public Affairs staff will be introducing a new
look for the Space Observer in February.
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FROM THE TOP
Crystal ... Clear
The 21st Space Wing Commander, Brig. Gen. Richard Webber visited
the 21st SW geographically separated unit, Clear Air Force Station,
Alaska, Jan. 11 to 15.The commander, along with members of the wing
leadership, have been making situational awareness visits to the
numerous geographically separated units around the globe.

All about Clear

Photo by Staff Sgt. Lonnie Sweatt

Senior Airman Demarius Banes (right), space console operator 10th Space Warning
Squadron, gives the mission brief to Brig. Gen. Richard Webber, 21st Space Wing
commander, during the general’s visit to the 21st SW geographically separated unit,
Clear AFS, Alaska, Jan. 11 through 15.

The 13th Space Warning
Squadron, located at Clear Air
Force Station, Alaska, is
assigned to the 21st Space Wing
and is part of the Ballistic
Missile Early Warning System.
The primary mission of the 13th
SWS is to provide early
warning of intercontinental
ballistic missiles and sealaunched ballistic missiles to
the Missile Warning Center at
North American Aerospace
Defense Command located at
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force
Station. Its secondary mission
is to provide Space Surveillance
data on orbiting objects to the
Space Control Center also
located at CMAFS.
The 13th SWS accomplishes these missions using the
Solid State Phased Array Radar
System radar. The radar was
recently transplanted from El

Dorado Air Station, Texas to
Alaska to replace the United
State’s last mechanical missile
warning radar site.
The radar system has two
faces that create a coverage area
of 240 degrees wide and 3,000
miles deep into space. The coverage extends from the Arctic
Ocean to the West Coast of the
lower 48 states.
Site Iof the BMEWS is at
Thule Air Base, Greenland, Site
II is at Clear. and Site III is at
RAF Fylingdales-Moor in the
United Kingdom. The 13th
SWS helps provide continual
ground-based missile warning
to defend the United States and
Canada against intrusion by
ICBMs and SLBMs.
These radars also track
near-earth satellites. The data
they generate ensures the Space
Control Center is able to accurately keep track of more than
8,000 objects in orbit.

BELOW: Mike Gott, Precision Measurement Equipment Laboratory
foreman, explains how things worked inside the old radar site at Clear
AFS to Brig. Gen. RichardWebber, 21 SW commander.

Senior Master Sgt. Cyrus Cooper, 10th SWS Superintendent Security Forces Flight,
gives a weapons briefing Jan. 13 to Brig. Gen. Richard Webber (center) and Chief
Master Sgt. James Moody, 21st Space Wing command chief master sergeant.

A Moment
in Time
Jan. 23, 1918 – The Allied
Expeditionary Force made the first
American military balloon ascension.
Jan. 24, 1946 – Gen. Carl Spaatz
is named the first Chief of Staff of the
Army Air Forces.
Jan. 25, 1949 – The U.S. Air Force
adopted a slate-blue uniform.
Jan. 26, 1946 – Col. W. Council
flying a P-80 sets a new cross-country
record of 4 hours, 13 minutes and
23 seconds.
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Condor Crest – ‘behind the scenes’
By Airman
Mandy Weightman
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

This is the second in a
series of articles on the deployment and full-spectrum threat
response exercise.
The 21st Logistics

Readiness Squadron started
preparations Jan. 18 for
Condor Crest Exercise 05-02.
A multitude of teams
began the exercise preparation
prior to the kick off, Monday.
When the alert or warning
order is released, the
Installation Readiness Flight in

In preparation for the Condor Crest exercise, 2nd Lt.
Morgan Hurliman, Space and Missiles Systems Center project officer, secures the cargo nets on a pallet Friday. The
nets are used to secure the cargo to the pallet for transport.

coordination
with
the
Personnel Readiness function,
the Manpower office and the
Transportation Flight will kick
into action, said Master Sgt.
Valerie Solomon, 21st LRS
superintendent logistics plans.
These teams begin the planning of the logistics portion.
The logistics planning
includes determining how
many
people
will
be
processed, how much equipment is needed, what deployed
members need to take with
them and how they are going
to get to the processing line.
Sergeant Solomon said, “We
then give that information to
the unit deployment managers
and wing, group and squadron
commanders in a warning
order information briefing.”
Members of the 21st
LRS receive help from augmentees during preparation for
Condor Crest. The augmentees
are trained prior to the exercise
setup through classes and
hands-on training.
“We are very lucky to
have
augmentees,”
said
Master Sgt. Tim Klein, 21st
LRS cargo deployment function superintendent. “The
Space and Missile Systems
Center [from Detachment
11] provided 15 people to help
process cargo.”
Although the training for
cargo preparation and augmentee preparation take place
at Building 123, the actual
cargo preparation happens in

Photos by Airman Mandy Weightman

Staff Sgt. Nelson Alequin, 21st LRS deployment training
instructor, inspects the pallets Friday to ensure all the checklists are followed. The preparation for the exercise started
Jan. 18 at the 21st Logistics Readiness Squadron building.

the cargo-owning unit areas.
In addition to cargo
preparation, the 21st LRS
team must also ensure their
cargo deployment procedures
and checklists are practiced
and everyone is trained to do
their job.
“The process we follow
during a Condor Crest exercise
has a double purpose,”
Sergeant Klein said. “It
challenges each unit to be prepared to the maximum extent –

to be sure they can meet
mission deployment requirements. And it challenges the
inspectors to be vigilant and
ensure the cargo is prepared
safely for air transport.”
The 21st LRS plays a big
part in the first step of the
process, however, by the end of
the exercise, most of the 21st
Space Wing will have an
opportunity to make or break
their reputations as an
“Excellent” team.

Family services offer support, growth
By 1st Lt. Jennifer Whitaker
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

With high operations tempos,
deployments, remote assignments and
frequent moves, life in the Air Force
can sometimes be overwhelming.
The People Helping People Integrated Delivery System team can
help. The PHP-IDS mission is to do
what they can to ensure the health and
welfare of all Peterson Air Force Base
families. In pursuit of that goal, the
PHP-IDS team seeks to provide the
necessary services and programs to
support families and promote their
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual well-being.
The PHP-IDS team meets their
goals through a wide variety of services and programs. With 21st Space
Wing agencies like Peterson’s Health
and Wellness Center, Chapel, Youth
Services, Family Support Center, Life
Skills and Family Advocacy on board,
the PHP-IDS folks are able to help Air
Force families adapt and meet the
challenges of military life head-on.

“I’m a firm believer in IDS,” said
Chaplain (Maj.) Bruce Glover, 21st
SW chaplain. “No single agency can
do it all by itself.”
Major Tracy Neal-Walden,
Life Skills Support Center flight
commander, agreed.
“The IDS truly takes an integrated approach to helping people,” she
said. “It creates a synergistic effect
where all the agencies’ strengths are
multiplied exponentially. People have
multiple issues, and we’re able to
address all of those issues.”
Chaplain Glover said the IDS
committee is able to listen to the needs
and concerns of Peterson’s families
and address those needs by pooling the
resources of the various helping agencies on the base. The team works
together to put on events such as return
and reunion briefings, retreats, and the
Salute-to-Families event.
The PHP-IDS programs are
designed to reach out to military members and their families by providing
information, support and services to
meet their specific needs. It began as a

program to help alleviate the high rates
of suicide in the Air Force. Since its
inception, it has grown to include
much more, Chaplain Glover said.
The IDS team used the results of
the Air Force’s Interactive Community
Assessment Analysis and Reporting
Tool survey to better understand
individual and family needs, Chaplain
Glover said. One of the most
common problems was that people
were not prepared well enough for
deployments and family separation, so
the IDS developed mandatory pre- and
post-deployment programs to address
families’ concerns.
The
Heart
Link
Spouse
Orientation program is one such
program the committee tracks. The
Heart Link workshop allows spouses,
who are new to military life, to
become familiar with Air Force missions, customs, traditions, protocol
and support resources in a relaxed,
interactive environment.
Other programs like mandatory
deployment readiness briefings help
prepare deploying active-duty mem-

bers and their spouses to cope with the
challenges of deployments. The briefings are designed to help families deal
with the issues of family separation.
They also educate the spouse who will
be staying home about the myriad base
resources available to help them while
their spouse is away.
The IDS also offers a
resource guide on their Website at
h t t p : / / w w w. p h p - i d s . c o m /
homepage.asp?Base_ID=1. The guide
contains information and contact
numbers so Peterson families
can access the services they’re most
interested in.
While life in the Air Force may
not always be easy, Peterson families
don’t have to face the challenges
alone. Through the programs and services the PHP-IDS offers, these families can find the assistance, friendship
and growth they need.
“We’re helping individuals and
families through deployments and
high-ops tempo,” Chaplain Glover
said. “Together, we can do a lot more
than we can individually.”
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Upgrades take Peterson Museum into the future
By Tech. Sgt. Michael Phillips
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The Peterson Air and Space Museum has
been closed since Dec. 8, as improvements to the
facility are completed.
“The Terminal building and the City Hangar are
getting heating, ventilation and air conditioning
upgrades,” said Jeff Nash, Museum Director. “They’re
also getting electrical upgrades and, in the Terminal,
we’re getting a new furnace.”
In addition, fire suppression systems will be
enhanced with new sprinklers and smoke detectors.
The first step was asbestos abatement. “In both
wings of the building, they scraped away the asbestos
that was originally (there),” Mr. Nash said. “That was
an extensive project.”

These upgrades are the most wide-spread since
the Air Park was renovated a few years ago. At that
time, Mr. Nash said, “they did some renovations, and
gave it more of the old World War II, Peterson Field
look.”
When the museum reopens, it will look pretty
much the same, he said. “You’ll see some ducting, and
some mechanical equipment on the roof now, and an
air conditioning unit on the west side, other than that,
it’s going to be pretty much intact.”
Since the Museum is a historic district, the 21st
Civil Engineer Squadron worked with the State
Historic Preservation Office to maintain historical
integrity while balancing the need for improvements to
the building, Mr. Nash said.
“Our guests will stand in a 1941 building, temperature controlled, traveling back to 1942, reading

about the first troops arriving in Colorado Springs,”
said Ernie Newman, the Museum’s Director of Public
Affairs. “They’ll relive those days when their grandparents may have been here preparing to defend their
country. All of this is possible with these upgrades.
“In the last three years, this Museum has risen to
national acclaim,” Mr. Newman said. “We’ve been
included in aero magazines in Poland, France and New
Zealand, and we’ll be included in a forthcoming book
by a West coast author.
“Couple this with the improvements Jeff mentioned, and all the displays depicting a by-gone era,
and you have an award winning Museum and Airpark,
second to none,” he said.
Upgrades to both the Museum and the City Hangar
are necessary because artifacts must be maintained
– See Museum, Page 14

Senior NCO’s reach top rung in ladder to success
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Eighteen chief master sergeant
selects from the Front Range will be
inducted into the Colorado Springs Area
Chief’s Group at 6 p.m. Friday, at the
Sheraton Hotel, Colorado Springs.
The guest speaker will be Chief
Master Sgt. of the Air Force retired Chief
Master Sgt. Sam E. Parish.
“The purpose of the ceremony is to
celebrate the accomplishments of chief
master sergeant selects and emphasize
the importance of enlisted leadership,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Robert Westphal,
superintendent,
Architecture
and

Integration Directorate, North American
Aerospace Defense Command-U.S.
Northern Command.
For the members selected,
the induction ceremony is truly
something special.
“I consider it an honor to be selected as a chief,” said Senior Master Sgt.
Dennis Kirchner, superintendent of 21st
Mission Support Squadron, manpower
and organization flight. “It is a humbling
experience considering only 1 percent of
the enlisted force are chiefs. I’m excited
about the new level of responsibilities
and challenges. I’ve worked with some
good commanders and people who provided me with excellent guidance and

mentorship.”
“It was a pleasant and unexpected
surprise,” said Senior Master Sgt.
Timothy
Roets,
superintendent
Cheyenne Mountain Operations Center.
“I know there will be a lot expected of
me and I look forward to the challenge. I
will be responsible for training and
building a cohesive team of enlisted
members from the Air Force, Marines,
Army, Navy and Canadian forces. It’s a
great place to start and get my feet wet.”
Chief Master Sgt. James Moody,
21st Space Wing command chief
master sergeant, remembered when he
first heard the news of his promotion.
“My first thought was, ‘Wow, I finally

made it.’ My second thought was, ‘I
never have to take that test again,’” said
Chief Moody. “I finally achieved the
goal I had set for myself a long time ago.
It was the culmination of my career. I
was so happy to be there, the induction
ceremony was a blur.”
Chief Westphal celebrated his
induction three years ago at Scott AFB.
“I’ll never forget it. Other than the sense
of pride and accomplishment, I think the
thing that stood out most was the camaraderie between the Scott chiefs. It made
the event special.”
For a list of the chief master sergeant selects, see the Congrats Corner
on Page 6.
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Members of Peterson Air Force Base would like
to congratulate annual award nominees, promotees and fourth-quarter award winners:
Annual award nominees
Company Grade Officer Of The Year
Capt. Darron Haughn, 21st Space Wing
Capt. David Anderson, 21st Operations Group
2nd Lt. Jason Parker, 21st Maintenance Group
Capt. Francisco Catala, 21st Medical Group
Capt. Ryan Novak, 21st Mission Support Group
1st Lt. Todd Caskey, 721st MSG
1st Lt. Jennifer Tribble, 821st Air Base Group
Category III - Civilian Of The Year
Deborah Lombardi, 21st SW
David Ward, 21st OG
Stephen Decker, 21st MXG
Michael Puleo, 21st MDG
William Edwards, 21st MSG
Jeff Chadwick, 721st MSG
Category II - Civilian Of The Year
Jenna McMullin, 21st SW
Robert A Schwaeble, 21st OG
Budd Butcher, 21st MXG
Stacie Ritchey, 21st MDG
David Reynolds, 21st MSG
Vanessa Calica, 721st MSG
Category I - Civilian Of The Year
Margaret Leibfried, 21st SW
Kale Gomillion, 21st OG
Steven Noon, 21st MDG
Connie Knight, 21st MSG
Linda Barrett, 721st MSG
Senior NCO Of The Year
Senior Master Sgt. Tyler Foster, 21st SW
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Master Sgt. J. Washington, 21st OG
Master Sgt. Larry Dozier, 21st MXG
Master Sgt. Mary LaCombe, 21st MDG
Master Sgt. Ronald Luvisi Jr., 21st MSG
Master Sgt. Lee Beausoleil, 721st MSG
Master Sgt. Charles Kastner, 821st ABG
NCO Of The Year
Staff Sgt. Herman Garcia-Escobar, 21st SW
Staff Sgt. Christopher Terrio, 21st OG
Tech. Sgt. Ronald Hughes, 21st MXG
Tech. Sgt. Steven Lester, 21st MDG
Staff Sgt. Anedra Conlan, 21st MSG
Staff Sgt. Marvin Beck, 721st MSG
Staff Sgt. Kelly Phipps, 821st ABG
First Sergeant Of The Year
Master Sgt. James Sammons, 21st OG
Master Sgt. Charles Meyer, 21st MDG
Senior Master Sgt. Neal Thatcher, 21st MSG
Master Sgt. Vinson Simmons, 821st ABG
Airman Of The Year
Airman 1st Class Stacie Grimm, 21st SW
Senior Airman Jamee Dean, 21st OG
Senior Airman Jeremy Littlefield, 21st MXG
Senior Airman Brandon Lord, 21st MDG
Airman 1st Class Jennifer Ord, 21st MSG
Airman 1st Class Taylor Peterson, 721st MSG
Senior Airman Dwain Henderson, Jr., 821st ABG
High Frontier Honor Guard
Officer of the Year
2nd Lt. Jonathan K. Keen
2nd Lt.. Martin C. Poon
1st Lt. Brian D. Dougherty
High Frontier Honor Guard
Airman of the Year
Airman 1st Class Andrea K. Damm
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Senior Airman Kashya Chavies
Senior Airman Valerie L. Castillo
Airman 1st Class Michelle J. McCracken
Promotees
To lieutenant colonel: Scott Malthaner and
Antonio Eppolito, both of the 21st MDG
To major: Sky Smith, 21st SW Legal Office
Fourth-quarter award winners
21st Space Wing
Airman: Senior Airman Sherry Martinez,
20th Space Control Squadron
NCO: Staff Sgt. Tommie Ellis, 21st Space
Communications Squadron
Senior NCO: Master Sgt. Rusty Ring, 21st
SCS CGO: 1st Lt. Luis Figueroa, 21st
SCS
CIV CAT I: Linda Barrett, 721st
Communications Squadron
CIV CAT II: Jenna McMullin, 21st Space
Wing Public Affairs
CIV CAT III: Michael Puleo, 21st
Aeromedical Dental Squadron
Team Pete:
Airman: Senior Airman Udell Burton,
Space and Missile Systems Center
NCO: Staff Sgt. Timothy Pachasa, 13th Air
Support Operations Squadron
SNCO: Master Sgt. Jack Diemer, Peterson
NCO Academy CGO: 1st Lt. Luis
Figueroa, 21st SCS
CIV CAT I: Linda Barrett, 721st CS
CIV CAT II: Michael Head Jr., SMC
CIV CAT III: Michael Puleo, 21st ADOS
– See Congrats, Page 6

Air Force to celebrate in style
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

In commemoration of the Air Force’s birthday,
members of the Lance P. Sijan Chapter of the Air
Force Association, along with local Air Force organizations, are hosting the Air Force Ball Feb. 11, at the
Broadmoor Complex in Colorado Springs.
“An Evening of Stars and Stripes,” the event’s
theme, features a performance by “Tops in Blue, the
Air Force’s premiere entertainment troupe.
“The event was moved from September to
February following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks
against the United States in 2001,” said Dan Beatty,

chairman for this year’s ball.
The Air Force’s most senior- and junior-ranking
member will participate in a traditional cake-cutting
ceremony. The ceremony signifies the passing
of knowledge from one Air Force generation to
the next. “The ceremony also represents the
common bond throughout the ranks of the Air Force,”
said Mr. Beatty.
The attendees will span ranks and duty titles,
including civilians and spouses. “It’s a great way of
upholding tradition and enjoying a night out,” said Lt.
Col. Tim Howard, chief of integration and test, Air
Force Space Command, Director of Requirements,
Systems Engineering Integration Office.

Tickets are limited and must be purchased by
Friday. The cost is $12 up to $50 depending on rank
and status. Military members may purchase tickets by
contacting Colonel Howard at 554-5689 or designated
unit representative’s. Civilians may contact Terry
Rector at 650-8404.
Military officers must wear the mess-dress uniform. Enlisted members may wear the mess dress or
semi-formal uniform. Civilian’s dress should be formal black-tie apparel.
Social hour will begin at 6 p.m. in the Colorado
Hall. Dinner is scheduled for 7 p.m. in the
International Center. For information call Dan Beatty,
AFA chairman, at 472-0300 ext. 115.
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Log Entry VIII: “Chevy Solos”
Editor’s note: This is the eighth in
a series of articles written by retired Lt.
Col. P.C. “Chevy” Chevallard, former
commander/conductor of The U.S. Air
Force Academy Band here. The colonel
is a student pilot in pursuit of his private pilot’s license through the Peterson
Air Force Base Aero Club.
By P.C. “Chevy” Chevallard
Space Observer stringer writer

It took 50 years of dreaming and
five months of training, but I did it!
After 22 flying lessons, 35.9 hours of
flying instruction, many more hours of
bookwork, individual study, phone
calls, e-mails and face-to-face ground
instruction with Don Derby, my venerable Certified Flight Instructor I took
my initial flight as a “Pilot in
Command.” Somewhere near the 11th
hour, on the morning of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day, Jan. 17, I finally soloed!
It was just like in the movies.
After a few takeoffs and landings, a
simulated engine failure on takeoff and
one at “pattern” altitude, my instructor
took over the controls, landed the
plane, and we taxied back to the Aero
Club. I knew what was coming. My

moment had finally arrived.
After he shut down the engine, he
said, “OK, Chevy, here’s what you need
to do: fly in the landing pattern, follow
the Tower’s instructions, successfully
accomplish two “touch and go’s” (simulated landings), and then call the
tower and tell them your next landing
will be a full stop landing. If you
bounce, or land too hard (GULP!), that
landing won’t count for your three
attempts. If you feel, for any reason,
that your landing position isn’t right,
apply power, raise the flaps 20 degrees,
abort your landing, call the tower, and
tell them you want to go around. I’ll be
watching, and I’ll be listening on the
radio, but I won’t be able to instruct
you or help you in any way. Do you
have any questions? Last chance for
questions, Chevy. OK, you’re on your
own! You’re ready to do this, so just go
up there and do it.” With that, he
slammed the “passenger side” door of
my T-41C and walked away. Per the
pre-flight checklist, I locked his door,
completed my pre-flight, called
Ground Control, and got my taxi and
runway assignments. I taxied to the
“hold short” line near my runway, got

the Tower’s OK to enter the runway and
take off, and did so, solo. Fantastic!
With its weight reduced by that of
one person, my Cessna seemed to leap
off the ground. With clear visibility,
calm winds, and light air traffic (due to
the holiday) the conditions for my solo
flight were near perfect. Although I
failed to hear and obey exactly what
the tower wanted me to do on two
occasions, my air traffic controller,
knowing that I was a “student pilot on
initial solo,” was very attentive and
extremely helpful. My pattern work
was otherwise accurate. My takeoffs
were fine. My landings were safe, if
not pretty. I had to abort one landing
and go around, but did so, exactly as
trained. When the day was done, I had
met the requirements. My successful
solo flight was celebrated per a longstanding pilot tradition: my shirttail
was cut off, signifying that I have
advanced to the point where I can be
entrusted as a solo pilot.
Every pilot I’ve ever talked to or
read about says that they have never
forgotten how they felt when they completed their first solo flight.
Astronauts, career military or airline

Base housing – take pride in it
By Tech. Sgt. David Dusablon
21st Operations Support Squadron

Every day after work, I look forward to my short
drive home, I am a proud base housing resident. On
my way home, I pass meticulously manicured properties of prominent base facilities such as the 21st Space
Wing Headquarters, Military Personnel Flight and the
Base Clinic, to name a few. A contracted lawn service
company cares for each of these facilities.
My family has lived on Peterson Air Force Base
for 15 months.
As I enter the housing area, I pass the day care
center and the impressive R.P. Lee Youth Center. It’s
from that point on I begin to get that disappointed
feeling. I see trash bins still on the sidewalk, or blown
over, days after the garbage trucks have been through.
I see copies of the Space Observer on the ground in
front of garage doors belonging to members who are
not deployed or on leave. They’ve been stepped over,
and on, for days. I’ve noticed cars parked illegally,
regardless of ample parking spaces. I also see neglected yards.
Doors are left open on brand new garages, for
what seems to be no apparent reason other than sheer
convenience or laziness. And garage lights are left on
24 hours a day, seven days a week. I see items stored
outside fenced-in properties. One individual has even
erected a trampoline outside of this yard, right next to
a children’s play area. In the summer, I saw sprinklers
left on for hours. I hear dogs barking late into the
night, sometimes all night long. My windows even
shake sometimes from the vibration of loud car stereos as drivers pass my home.
There is also an abundance of yards that are
clean, well maintained and cared for. I often see people picking up trash and trash bins that do or do not
belong to them. Some people plant flowers and
shrubs. Many people have yards beautifully decorated for the seasons.
Just as with any other military affiliation
there are guidelines and a governing instruction,
21st Space Wing Pamphlet 32-4, July 10, 2003.
This instruction outlines items such as Air Force
responsibilities, resident responsibilities, fire protec-

tion, good neighbors, termination of housing
and more. All of the concerns I mentioned above
are addressed in this pamphlet and are in fact proof
of non-compliance.
Before moving onto the base I told (warned)
my wife there were stringent rules housing residents
had to follow. I assured her that the minimal
frustrations such as getting a notice to “pull the
weeds from the side-walk cracks,” and the potential
inconvenience of assigned parking were a small price
to pay for the convenient accommodations, security
and sense of community.
I have spoken to my neighbors directly regarding some of the issues. I have also called the housing
inspector several times about parking issues, and
safety issues within my neighborhood. The housing
manager told me they would include a “blurb” when
they send out a notice with the water restrictions. It
has been months and I have still not seen it.
I find it difficult to believe I am the only
housing resident disturbed by these violations.
Nearly everything in the military has a sense of order
and a level of discipline. I anticipated the residential
housing area would be no different. This is a topic
of morale, quality of life and safety. One of the
finest benefits we have is the option for families
to reside on base.
Perhaps it’s of a financial nature. It may be the
sense of security, or for the convenience. If you have
children it may be for the numerous parks, facilities,
and recreational opportunities. Whatever the reason
for residing on base, expectations should be high.
If you see trash, pick it up. Be neighborly. If it is your
neighbor that’s breaking the rules, bring it to
their attention. They simply may not know.
Supervisors, if you have troops who live on base,
ensure they are complying with the regulations. And,
if you have to, get involved.
There should be no finer sense of community
than on-base living. If we all do our part, we can
make on-base living one of the best experiences for
our families. You may even create life-long friendships. Be proud of your housing unit. Treat it as if it
you own it. Respect your neighbors. It is an honor
and a privilege to live on base.

pilots, test pilots, and bush pilots all
agree that among the thousands of
hours they have flown nothing has
equaled that which they felt when they
first soloed. I can only agree that my
solo moment was thrilling, validating
and absolutely unforgettable.
That evening, my wife and I celebrated at a well-known Chinese restaurant in Briargate. We had a wonderful
dinner, even as I poured out every
moment of my solo experience to her
(God bless a woman’s incomparable
patience). As the evening wound down
we enjoyed, as always, opening our fortune cookies. My wife’s was a generic
prediction of good fortune, for which
we gave thanks. Mine, however, caught
our breath: “No one knows what he can
do until he tries.” I could only think of
how, in the last five months, Instructor
Don unfailingly sounded off like some
kind of Star Wars guru every time I
told him I would “try” to do something
better. The Scotsman would gleefully
exclaim, “There is no try – only DO!”
Join me. Discover what you can
do. Join the Peterson Aero Club – find
your inner Yoda, and someday you, too,
can say, “I soloed!”

– Congrats, from Page 5

Chief master sergeant inductees
Peterson Air Force Base
21st Space Wing
Michael Crowley, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron; Dennis Kircher, 21st Mission Support
Squadron; Rene Salinas, 21st Services Squadron;
Air Force Space Command
Mark Taylor, Air and Space Operations
Directorate; Scott Turner, Command Chaplain;
Mark Repps, Personnel Assignments; Cathy
Uetrecht, Chaplain Assistant
U.S. Air Force Academy
Bradley Wilson, 10th Security Forces Squadron;
Cathy Johnson, 34th Training Group; George
Clarke, 10th MOS; Keith Pudlowski, 10th
Aeromedical Squadron;
Buckley AFB
Donald Gerrish, 460th Space Communications
Squadron; Patrick O’Neal, Air Reserve Personnel
Center; Robert Schwanke, 460th Space Wing;
Steven Callon, 460th Medical Squadron
Cheyenne Mountain Air Station
Ira Cutting, Cheyenne Mountain Operation
Center; Timothy Roets, Superintendent
Schriever AFB
John Michels, 50th Civil Engineering Squadron

Clinic announces flu
vaccination schedule
Those eligible for the Flu-Mist nasal vaccine can
attend one of the following vaccination clinics;
Peterson Air Force Base Enlisted Club: 1 to 3 p.m.
today; 8 to 11 a.m. Friday; 1 to 3 p.m. Tuesday; 10 a. m.
to 2 p.m. Wedne-sday; 1 to 3 p.m. Feb. 3; 8 to 10 a.m.
and 1 to 3 p.m. Feb. 8 Immunization Clinic for shift
workers: 6:30 to 7:30 a.m. Friday, Wednesday and Feb.
7 Building 2: 8 to 11 a.m. Monday
For information, call the Flu Hotline at
556-3588 (FLUU).
Members eligible to receive the Flu-Mist include;
retired, family, GS civilians and contractors with
dependent or retiree military identification card.
At this time, only members ages 5 to 49 in good
health, not pregnant or allergic to eggs can be vaccinated due to a shortage of flu shots.
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base. Security Forces patrolmen responded,
verified the damage and turned the case over to
Security Forces Investigations.

The following real-life events from
around Peterson are to inform you
of crimes, accidents and events
occurring on base. These entries
are recorded in the Peterson
Police Blotter and reprinted for situational awareness.
*Editor’s note: Although
the Space Observer staff may
make light of blotter entries, the
intent is to call attention to
our security and law enforcement
concerns. Our vigilant security
forces team treat each incident
seriously and according to the
rules and regulations.

AFRAID OF THE DARK
- DEC. 12
A Base Exchange store detective called
the Security Forces Desk stating he’d detained a
juvenile for shoplifting at the BX. The minor
attempted to pilfer one D-ring, one lantern keychain
and a squeeze keychain light. Seems like someone is
afraid of the dark. The individual was transported back
to the cop shop where he made contact with the
Colorado Springs Police Department, who issued a
summons for shoplifting.

WATER FOUNTAIN
VANDAL - DEC. 12
A woman from base housing telephoned the
Security Forces Desk stating she had noticed the water
fountain in her front yard was knocked over and
the pump was disconnected. The fallen water fountain
suffered minor damage with a slight crack at its
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HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE WANTED?
- DEC. 13
A North Gate entry controller
radioed the Security Forces Desk
stating there was a person at the
gate attempting to gain entry to the
Installation with expired registration,
compulsory insurance and an
expired drivers license. The person
was entered in National Crime
Information Center and showed
wants and warrants for failure to
appear. CSPD responded and took
custody of the wanted civilian.

LOOK BEHIND YOU
- DEC. 15
A person telephoned the
Security Forces Desk saying she had been
involved in a minor vehicle accident in base
housing. The accident was the result of someone who
didn’t check behind him as he was backing out of a
parking space, causing him to hit the vehicle that was
directly behind him. Just as a precaution, so this
doesn’t happen to you, look where you’re going.

THAT WAS A MISTAKE - DEC. 17
A Security Forces patrol was escorting CSPD to
a location in the dormitories when a person came
stumbling down the stairs at the dormitories. The
stumbling subject saw the Security Forces and CSPD
and apparently thought they were there for him, so he
took off running. The patrolmen saw this as highly suspicious and pursued after him. The furtive fugitive
eluded Security Forces, however the search did not
stop. Shortly after a patrol found him outside of the
Dining Facility relieving himself on the bushes. The
patrolman caught the obscene person’s attention and
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he took off running again. Another patrol was in the
area and caught up with the track star, bringing him
down and taking him into custody. The remaining
patrols went up to the third floor of the dormitory
where the track star had been seen originally leaving.
Sure enough they found a party containing a considerable amount of underage drinkers. All perpetrators
were taken into custody and processed.

PRICE SWITCHER - DEC. 17
The BX store detective telephoned the Security
Forces Desk stating they had detained an individual for
price switching. The price-swapping sneak had
changed the price on an MP3 player, putting a
less expensive price tag on the player. The price violator was transported back to the Security Forces
Squadron, read his rights and then released to his everso-thrilled first sergeant.

ALWAYS LOCK UP - DEC. 18
An airman residing in the dormitories telephoned
the Security Forces Desk stating he had left his
room unsecured when he left to run errands. When
the trusting tenant returned he realized that his X-Box,
Playstation 2 and video games had been swiped.
He stated he was only gone for eight to 10 minutes,
however that was well enough time for someone else
to walk in the room and walk out with his stuff.
Let this be a lesson, whether you stay in the
dormitories or not – ensure to lock up so this incident
doesn’t repeat itself.

BUSTED - DEC. 18
An individual telephoned the Security Forces
Desk stating that his entire windshield was smashed
through and there was a large, baseball-size hole in the
rear window of the vehicle. Security Forces Patrols
rendezvoused with the individual in Base Housing
where the incident occurred. Security Forces
Investigations was notified and took charge.
* Anyone with information on a crime or any of
these blotter entries should report it to the 21st
Security Forces team at 556-4000.
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Today and Friday, Jan. 28
 Full Spectrum Threat Response Exercise
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Today, Jan. 27
 21st Space Wing Fit-to-Fight on track
behind Fitness Center

To submit information for the base calendar, email
space.observer@peterson.af.mil

Friday, Jan. 28

Wednesday, Feb. 2

 Chief Master Sergeant Induction
Ceremony at 6 p.m. at the Sheraton Hotel in
downtown Colorado Springs.

 21st Space Wing Annual Awards at 6 p.m.
in the Enlisted Club main ballroom. Military
attire is semi-formal or mess dress uniform
and coat and tie for civilians. For information,
call Master Sgt. Steve Kjonaas at 556-6574.

Friday, Feb. 4
through Sunday, Feb. 6
 Friday - Sunday, Feb. 4-6
SnoFest!!! event at Keystone, Colo. For
information, call Kay Grant at 333-6541.

SnoFest!!! – Services warns have fun, be safe
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron Marketing

This year’s SnoFest!!!, Feb. 4 through 6 at
Keystone Colo., will be filled with the snow
Mother Nature has dumped this winter on the
Colorado Rockies. But these snowy conditions
that delight skiers and snow-boarders are the
same conditions that can get them into trouble
on the drive there.
There are a few tips to help navigate winter weather and treacherous road conditions
drivers might encounter on the way.
First, drivers should make sure their vehicles are ready for winter driving. Those who
may need assistance can find help at the
Peterson Auto Skills Center. They will check
things like the windshield washer fluid,
antifreeze, brakes and the battery.
One of the most basic items for winter
driving is a good set of tires with adequate tread.
Think of them as shoes for a vehicle. Most people wouldn’t tromp through the snow wearing
sandals; it’s the same with tires. A vehicle needs
proper footwear too.
Once the driver is assured that their vehicle can handle winter driving conditions, they
should make sure they can.
With features like four-wheel drive and
anti-lock brakes on sport utility vehicles and allterrain vehicles, some drivers become over-con-

fident on the road, wet or dry. While newer vehicles are better outfitted to deal with adverse
road conditions, the driver is the most important
factor in safe driving. Become familiar with
handling a vehicle in snow. Know how to stop
safely. Maintain a safe zone around you at all
times. Realize that no matter what technology a
car was built on, all vehicles slide on ice.
Large snowfalls and record numbers of
avalanches have occurred in the high country,
affecting travel on mountain roads. Watch the
state’s weather reports before setting out and call
the Colorado State Highway Patrol at (877) 315ROAD (7623) to learn road conditions for your
route. Be flexible. Depending on the weather,
depart earlier, later or take a different route.
Prepare for the worst and hope for the best.
Make sure have blankets, a cell phone, snacks,
bottled water and a full tank of gas. The auto
skills center can give suggestions on what emergency items are needed for winter travel.
The vehicle isn’t the only thing about a trip

to the mountains that needs to be checked out.
Always check skis, snowboards and bindings.
Make sure the equipment is in good condition
and have it tuned by a certified specialist, which
is available at Outdoor Recreation.
If necessary, rent whatever is needed from
outdoor recreation, and wear a helmet. Though
it is not required safety equipment, it could prevent serious injuries or death.
Due to the recent snow conditions and avalanche dangers, do not venture off the resort’s
designated trails. This is a very risky and dangerous thing to do.
Obey the rules of Colorado’s resorts
regarding skiing and snowboarding. If in
doubt, ask a member of the resort’s ski
patrol. Show courtesy to others on the mountain
and on the road. Manners and politeness go
a long way in helping everyone slow down
and enjoy the weekend.
Enjoy the fun but safe SnoFest!!!
experience.

ARAGON DINING FACILITY MENU
Today
Lunch:
Mr. Z's Baked Chicken
Pepper Steak
Pasta Primavera
Mashed Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Mixed Vegetables
Fried Okra
Green Beans

Dinner:

Friday
Lunch:
Simmered Corn
Beef
Pineapple Chicken
Yankee Pot Roast
Crispy Potato
Wedges
Simmered
Potatoes
Fried Cabbage
Carrots

Dinner:

Lunch:

Baked Fish
Baked Fish
Hungarian
Beef and Corn Pie
Goulash
Roast Turkey
Barbecue
Potatoes
Chicken
Peas and
Parsley
Buttered
Peppers Rice
Potatoes
Corn on the Cob
Steamed Rice
Stewed Tomatoes
Mustard Greens Vegetable Stir Fry
Cream Corn

Monday
Lunch:

Saturday

Dinner:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Savory Baked
Chicken
Swedish
Meatballs
Creole Shrimp
Baked Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Cream Corn
Asparagus
Steamed Squash

Stir Fry Beef with
Broccoli
Turkey Nuggets
Loin Strip Steak
Mushroom and
Onion Sauce
Baked Potatoes
Rice Pilaf
Corn on the Cob
Green Beans

Oven Fried Fish
Cantonese
Spareribs
Grilled Mustard
Chicken Breast
Baked Macaroni
and Cheese
Egg Noodles
Peas
Sweet Potatoes

Tuesday
Lunch:

Sunday

Dinner:

Wednesday
Lunch:

Dinner:

Orange-Spiced Chops
Teriyaki Chicken
Country Captain
Jambalaya
Pita Pizzas
Pot Roast
Chili Mac
Liver with Onions
Veal Parmesan
Chicken
Cajun Baked Fish
Country Style Steak
Baked Stuffed Fish
Beef Cannelloni
Salmon Cakes
Meat Loaf
Cajun Meatloaf
Fried Chicken
Roast Loin of Pork
Southern Fried
Tempura Fried Fish
Filipino Rice
Turkey a La King
Red Beans and
Oven Brown
Oven Brown
Chicken
Rissole Potatoes
Parsley Buttered
Steamed Rice
Rice
Potatoes
Potatoes
Cottage Fried
Potatoes
Mashed
Potatoes
Okra
and
Tomato
Mashed
Potatoes
Steamed
Rice
Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Fried Cabbage
Mustard Greens
Gumbo
Fried Cauliflower
Cauliflower
Mashed Potatoes
Broccoli
Succotash
Okra and Tomato
Louisiana Style
Bean Combination
Combination
Steamed Squash
Peas and Carrots
Mixed
Vegetables
Gumbo
Squash
Cabbage
Succotash
Glazed Carrots
Hours of Operation: Weekdays/Weekends: Breakfast 5:30 – 8 a.m.; Lunch 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Dinner 4 – 6 p.m.;
Wax Beans
Holidays/Down days: Supper 11 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.; All carry out times 7 – 9 p.m.

Team Pete joins Team World
Airmen rally more than $4,400 for tsunami victims
By Staff Sgt. Denise Johnson
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photos by Staff Sgt. Denise Johnson

Chaplain (Maj.) Bruce Glover, installation chaplain for the Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station Chapel, came
down from the mountain to test the chili at the Airmen for Tsunami Victims Chili Cook-Off fundraiser Jan. 20.

Editor’s note: this is the second in a series of articles following the 21st Space Wing’s involvement in the
tsunami relief efforts.
From deployments to chili cook offs – from bake
sales to walleyball, whether general officer, one-striper
or civilian, members of Peterson Air Force Base competed, baked, packed suitcases, and dug into their pockets to
find ways to support the reported millions of people
affected by the recent tsunami disaster throughout the
South Asia region.
On Dec. 27, most Americans were waking up late,
enjoying their winter holiday. Close to 10,000 miles west
of Colorado, and a full day ahead, a tsunami shook the
foundation of several countries and devastated large
numbers of the area’s population.
The tragedy brought international news coverage
of worldwide efforts to provide humanitarian assistance
to the affected areas. While on local news channels,
Colorado Springs residents saw Peterson Air Force
Base’s 1st Lt. Paradon Silpasornprasit prepare for a 45day deployment to his home country, Thailand.
Less than two weeks after his departure, the 21st
Space Wing’s deputy chief of public affairs began sending messages home. “I just got back from Phuket
tonight. I toured the devastation sites,” he explained via
e-mail. “They are slowly rebuilding. I’m raising my hand
for everything that has to do with missions.”
The Thailand-born American said Thailand will
always be close to his heart, not only because his family
still resides there, but also because it is part of his heritage. He reported his family is safe, though countless
others could not say the same. “I made it over to the city
square where they posted all the missing-persons’
posters. Pictures of children are especially hard to look
at. I’m off again to Singapore, soon I think.”
While Lt. Silpasornprasit and Tech. Sgt. Jennifer
Thibault, individual mobilization augmentee, also from
the 21st SW Public Affairs office, supported efforts on
the front, other Peterson Airmen set wheels in motion to
help from the home “front.”

Chief Master Sgt. Victor Geary, 21st Medical
Group superintendent, mentors a small group of Airmen
who formed the Airmen for Tsunami Victims fundraising campaign. “Each of these airmen is under the rank of
senior airman. If they are any indication of the newest
generation of our Air Force, we have an exciting future
in store for us,” Chief Geary said.
The group, numbering less than 10 Airmen, has
raised more than $3,200 to date. “Between a chili cookoff and a base-wide bake sale, we’re off to a good start,”
said Airman 1st Class Rosa Barringer, health services
management, 21st Medical Group. “We’re not done yet.”
Team Pete’s generosity of spirit is no surprise to the
junior-enlisted fundraiser. “I had no doubt the Peterson

family would step up to the plate,” Amn. Barringer said.
The Team’s generosity was evident in several
fundraiser events not only on base, but at some of the
geographically separated units as well.
Members of the 20th Space Control Squadron,
Eglin AFB, presented a $1,200 check to Carissa Stanley
of the American Red Cross International Relief Fund
during an informal ceremony Jan. 13. The money was
collected Jan. 3 through 7 at the Florida-based squadron
to aid tsunami victims.
Athletes from the 21st Space Communica-tions
Squadron here, along with their not-so-athletic partners,
held a walleyball tournament to raise money. A total of
28 walleyball players helped raise $153. Proceeds were

Support
Opportunities

An Airmen for Tsunami Victims fundraiser coordinator, Airman 1st Class Rosa Barringer,
serves up a healthy serving of chili to Brig. Gen. Richard Webber, 21st Space Wing commander, at the fundraiser. Chief Master Sgt. James Moody, 21st SW command chief master sergeant, prepares for another turn on the food line. The cook-off was held at the
Peterson Chapel. Several follow-up events are scheduled throughout February.

Courtesy photo

Leaping above the net, Tech. Sgt. Ron Hughes, 21st Space Communications Squadron NCO in charge of telephone systems, hits one past Senior Airman Tony Doshier, crypto-redswitch, during a walleyball tournament Jan. 14. Members of the
21st SCS held the tournament at the Peterson Sports and Fitness Center here to raise money for the Airmen for Tsunami
Victims fundraising campaign. Twenty-eight squadron members raised $153.

donated to the Airmen for Tsunami Victims.
“I’ve never been more proud to stand alongside
such an inspiring team,” said Brig. Gen. Richard Webber,
21st Space Wing commander. “This team has a heart of
gold and they show it every day – only this time the
world’s seeing it, too.”
Since the December tragedy in South Asia, many
organizations and individuals have donated to the victims. Whether it was money, time, tears, material items
or prayers, members of Team Pete joined the rest of the
world in a common mission. Boundaries were crossed,
uniforms no longer divided, language barriers were
erased, heritage was indiscriminate, Team Pete became a
part of Team World.

Groups of people gathered to eat chili for the Airmen for Tsunami Victims fundraiser Jan. 20
at the Peterson Chapel. The chili cook-off event was the start of the month-long fundraising
efforts this group of Airmen plan to hold. A Valentine’s Day fundraiser is next on the list.

Airmen for Tsunami Victims
February fundraiser events (exact dates to be determined):
! Valentine chocolate and flowers sale
! Bowl-a-thon
! 3-on-3 basketball tourney
Points of Contact:
Airmen for Tsunami – Airman 1st Class Rosa Barringer,
556-1277, e-mail rosa.barringer@peterson.af.mil; Airman
Isabel Greene, 556-1395, e-mail isabel.greene@peterson.
af.mil; Airman Amanda Weightman, 556-8476, e-mail amanda.weightman@peterson.af.mil
U.S. Air Force Academy
The U.S. Air Force Academy Legal Office announced a
Department-of-Defense-approved fundraising campaign for
tsunami victims. The academy cadets would like
to engage support for a 100-percent contribution to directly aid
tsunami victims through the American Red Cross International
Response Fund.
People can make secure donations with credit card, check
or money order by visiting www.thespringscares.com. For
information, e-mail donations@thespringscares.com. Daily
totals will be posted on the web site. People can also mail
donations to USAFA Tsunami Relief Fund c/o 94 FTS, 9211
Talon Drive Suite #1, USAF Academy, Colo. 80840.
Make checks payable to “USAFA Tsunami Relief Fund.”
The Space Observer staff does not intentionally discount
other fundraising or support activities. Information on the
above listed programs was provided to the 21st Space Wing
Public Affairs office. To submit information on other tsunami
support programs, e-mail space.observer@peterson.af.mil
eight days prior to the desired publication date.
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WING HOSTS ANNUAL
AWARDS BANQUET

ASIAN-PACIFIC HERITAGE
COMMITTEE BEGINS PLANNING

The 21st Space Wing Commander, Brig.
Gen. Richard E. Webber, invites Team Pete to the
wing’s 2004 Annual Awards Banquet Wednesday in the
main ballroom at the Enlisted Club. The event kicks
off at 6 p.m. with a social hour followed by
dinner. The menu for the event features a duet plate of
London broil and Chicken Cordon Bleu. Military attire
is the semi-formal or mess dress uniform. Civilian
wear is business attire. For information, call Master
Sgt. Steve Kjonaas at 556-6574 or Senior Airman
Angela Thayer at 556-6528.

The Asian-Pacific Heritage Committee will meet
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. every Wednesday through May
in the Mission Support Building atrium, Building 350.
Committee members are looking for volunteers.
Everyone is welcome. For information, call Master
Sgt. Aaron Konia at 554-4629, Staff Sgt. Eden
MacInnes at 556-0432 or Dolly Daniels at 556-7039.

MISSILE SQUADRON
HOSTS REUNION

The Pikes Peak Top 3 meets at 3 p.m. Feb. 3 at
the Enlisted Club. Membership is open to all master
sergeant selects through chief master sergeants who
are assigned here. Retirees who are sponsored by an
active-duty top three member are also welcome to join
as associate members. Pikes Peak Top 3 actively supports enlisted causes and professional development
through a variety of activities. For information, call
Senior Master Sgt. Leyda Pendergrass at 556-9022.

The 12th Missile Squadron will host the 2005
Red Dawg Reunion March 2 through 5. All former
members of the 12th MS are invited back to Great
Falls and Malmstrom AFB, Mont., for the event.
Activities will include an icebreaker, base and missile
complex tours, and the reunion dinner featuring guest
speaker Brig. Gen. Ronald Haeckel, the 27th
Commander of the 12th MS. For information and registration, contact 1st Lt. Todd Young at (406) 761-2784
or via e-mail, todd.young@malmstrom.af.mil. Up-todate information can be found at the reunion website,
www.reddawg.s4u.org.

FEDERAL WOMEN’S
PROGRAM HOSTS SEMINAR

GOVERNMENT E-MAIL
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

TOP THREE COUNCIL MEETS

“Women and Finances,” sponsored by Morgan
Stanley, will take place from 2 to 4 p.m. Feb. 9 in the
civilian personnel office conference room, Building
350. Lee Cross will be speaking about how to invest,
banking methodologies, budgeting, purchasing property, and more. This is an official function and does
not require participants to take leave. It is open to all
Team Pete members. There is no sign up. For information, call Debra Agnew at 554-5265.

CHAPEL HOSTS
FAMILY REUNION RETREAT
The Peterson Chapel is holding a Family
Reunion Retreat, Feb. 25 through 27, at the Horn
Creek Conference Center, Westcliffe, Colo. The retreat
is for families returning from, or leaving for, a deployment. This weekend is a time for families to spend
together in a recreational setting. While this is a
chapel-sponsored event, there is no explicitly religious
programming (other than camp-led prayers before
meals). One to two hours of the weekend will be structured with family-relationship presentations from the
chapel and other base helping agencies. The rest of the
time is unstructured to allow families to relax and take
advantage of the many opportunities (most of which
are free) offered by Horn Creek Conference Center.
Cost for E-4 and below is $25 per couple or $35 per
family. Cost for E-5 and above is $35 per couple or
$45 per family. For information or to register, call
chapel staff at 556-4442.

Air Force employees may use government-provided e-mail for official use only. Use of government
e-mail is consent to monitoring. E-mail should be used
in support of the Air Force mission, including morale
uses during deployments. Users should be professional and careful in their correspondence and always consider operational security. Users should not put classified material in unclassified e-mail, distribute copyrighted materials without owner consent, use for commercial or financial gain, degrade network performance by overloading the network with chain letters,
jokes and broadcast messages, use someone else’s
identity or use unprofessional language.

NEW YORK AIR NATIONAL GUARD
ANNOUNCES VACANCIES
The New York Air National Guard is looking for
people to fill traditional guard vacancies. For
information on career fields, call Master Sgt. James
Reeves at (800) 524-5070 or e-mail James.Reeves
@nyscot.ang.af.mil.

AIR FORCE AID SOCIETY
OFFERS EDUCATION GRANTS
The Air Force Aid Society’s General H. Arnold
Education Grant Program awards $1,500 in grants to
sons and daughters of active duty, Title 10 Active
Guard and Reservists on extended active duty, Title 32
AGR performing full-time active duty, retired
reservists with 20 or more years of qualifying service

Photos by Master Sgt. Kristin Clark

Roll ‘em up!
ABOVE: Laboratory technician, Tech. Sgt. Alena Spangler, 21st Medical
Support Squadron, draws a blood sample Jan. 13, from Lt. Col. James
Smith, North American Aerospace Defense Command, in Building 2.
RIGHT: Senior Master Sgt. Mike McCoy, NORAD, and Lt. Col. Daniel
Vannucci (right), U. S. Northern Command headquarters, complete their
consent forms to be added to the National Marrow Donor Registry Jan. 13
in Building 2. The NORAD Inspector General office sponsored the bone
marrow drive on Peterson Air Force Base.

and deceased Air Force members. Active-duty spouses residing stateside, spouses of Title 10
AGR/Reservists on extended active duty and surviving
spouses of deceased members are also eligible candidates. For information or an application, call the
Family Support Center at 556-6141 or visit the Air
Force Aid Society’s web site at www.afas.org.

HONOR GUARD SEEKS APPLICANTS
The High Frontier Honor Guard is looking
for new members. Applicants can be in the ranks
of airman through technical sergeant. For information,
call 556-8029.

ENLISTED CORPS ELIGIBLE FOR
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The Armed Forces Communications and
Electronics Association is accepting applications from
enlisted people for assistance with college costs.
Enlisted members do not have to be a member of
AFCEA to apply. Applicants must be enlisted military
members in the Rocky Mountain Chapter area, which
includes Fort Carson, the U.S. Air Force Academy, and
Buckley, Schriever and Peterson Air Force bases. They
must also have education expenses greater than the
total of tuition assistance, G.I. Bill benefits and all
other grants or scholarships received for classes taken.
There are also degree specifications and other requirements. For information, call Senior Master Sgt. Mark
Everson at 554-8570.

NATIONAL PRAYER LUNCHEON
The Peterson Chapel is hosting the National
Prayer Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 22 at the Peterson
Air Force Base Enlisted Club. A choice of beef burgundy over rice or chef salad will be offered for $5.
The cost is $3 for those in the ranks of E-4 and below.
The guest speaker will be Chaplain (Maj. Gen.)
Charles Baldwin, United States Air Force Chief of
Chaplains. People can purchase tickets through unit
first sergeants. Attire will be uniform of the day. For
information call chapel staff at 556-4442

ALABAMA AIR NATIONAL GUARD
OFFERS PART-TIME JOBS
The Alabama Air National Guard is seeking people to fill part-time vacancies in various career fields.
For more information, call Master Sgt. Vonsetta
Roberts at (334) 394-7191, DSN 358-9191, (800) 3684481 or e-mail vonsetta.roberts @almont.ang.af.mil.

FAMILY ADVOCACY CENTER
ANNOUNCES PLAY GROUP
The Peterson Family Advocacy Center is hosting
a Play Group from 10:30 a.m. to noon today at the
Peterson Youth Center. For information, call the center
at 556-8943.
– See News Briefs, Page 14
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Pete pup turns badge in, ready to romp
Retired military working dog available for adoption after eight years of dedicated service
By Staff Sgt.
Denise Johnson
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Gero spent most of his eight years
in the service of others. He’s risked his
life in various locations and situations
around the globe. He’s protected two
presidents and their families.
Due to medical problems, Gero is
being forced to retire. Regardless of the
multiple awards and ribbons he earned, or
his ability to vocalize when he disagreed
with something, he is no longer able to
carry on his duties. He must move over to
make room for a younger, more agile version of himself.
Gero is an 8-year-old Belgian
Malinois and a military working dog. The
accomplished canine is being put up for
adoption because he is no longer capable
of performing his duties.
“He needs a home,” said Master
Sgt. Richard VanWinkle, 21st Security
Forces Military Working Dog Section,

Gero

kennel master. “And he deserves a home.”
Military working dogs are adopted
through a fairly simple, but thorough
process. Prospective adopters must fill
out an application and meet certain

requirements before being approved as a
military working dog recipient.
“Although Gero is well trained, he is
very vocal when he has a toy. He can be
very stubborn at times,” Sergeant
VanWinkle said. “He’s worked hard serving his country – now he should be able to
relax. I really want to see him go to a
good home.”
Some requirements for adopting a
Military Working Dog include a
fenced-in yard that measures at least 200
square feet. Adopters should also have the
time and ability to exercise the
dog regularly. Other pets or small children
in the home are not desirable due to
Gero’s dominant traits.
A military working dog can bring
changes into a household, though most of
those changes are for the good. The good
changes definitely outweigh the bad, said
Specialist Erica Gillespie, veterinary
technician at Fort Carson. “The biggest
challenge I faced was getting [her adopted military working dog] adjusted to liv-

https://commweb.hill.af.mil/AMT/
Great Family Home
close to Peterson & Schriever AFB.
3 Bed, 3 Bath, 2 Car, Large corner
lot, fenced yard with view of the Peak. Lots
of upgrades, large rooms, sun room and
covered patio.

Asking $199,900
RE/MAX Connections
Richard McCarty
719-439-0880

ing in a home.”
Specialist Gillespie said her adoptee
adjusted to other pets in the home, but
that may not be true for all adopted military working dogs. She offers advice
based on her experience as an adoptive
owner, “Retirement for a working dog
should be just that. They should be able to
lounge around, go hiking in the woods
and just chase balls or Frisbees. These are
all the things they’ve never been able to
enjoy before.”
Most retired working dogs
have specific medical needs. “Applicants
should be aware of the possible time
and cost of medical care prior to
committing to the adoption,” Sergeant
VanWinkle said.
Prospective adopters can contact
Master Sgt. Richard VanWinkle or Staff
Sgt. Levi Wilson at the 21st Security
Forces Squadron Military Working Dog
Section for an application or questions, at
556-7333. All applications must be
received by Feb. 11.

The complete Airman’s Manual
is now available online! Browse
sections for review or test your
knowledge of today’s Air Force
with online quizzes.
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NEWS
EDUCATION CENTER OFFERS
COMMISSIONING BRIEFINGS

– News Briefs, from Page 12

UNIVERSITY OFFERS PROGRAM
ON HOMELAND SECURITY
The University of Colorado at Colorado Springs,
through the Network Information and Space Security
Center, has developed a set of graduate courses leading to
a certificate in homeland security. The courses were
developed in consultation with officials at U.S. Northern
Command. After completion of the four courses, students
receive a graduate certificate from UCCS. For information, e-mail Warren Lotzbire at wlotzbir@uccs.edu.

PIKES PEAK COMMUNITY COLLEGE
OFFERS ACCELERATED COURSES
Pikes Peak Community College Military Programs
weekend classes have taken on a new format. The classes are now required to meet for the full 45 contact hours
in the classroom. Students will meet Fridays and
Saturdays for four consecutive weekends, with the
exception of weekends containing holidays. For information, call Ron Shields at the Base Education Center at
574-1169.
– Museum, from Page 4
in a climate-controlled environment.
“It’s our intention to open the Hangar
to some other exhibits that are under
construction,” Mr. Nash said. “We
can’t do that without the upgrades.
“We’re also making the hangar
more (Americans with Disabilities
Act) compliant,” he said. Some
of the changes will include an
ADA ramp at the rear entrance,
door entrances, in addition to the
Hangar’s sliding doors.
“All these things are necessary

Enlisted members interested in learning about
commissioning opportunities may attend one of the
monthly commissioning briefings offered at the education center. Interested members can find out more about
commissioning opportunities such as Officer Training
School and Reserve Officer Training Corps; Airmen
Education and Commissioning Program; Airmen
Scholarship and Commissioning Program; and the
Professional Officers Course Early Release Program.
Information on eligibility requirements, opportunities
and application procedures will be discussed. Call 5564064 to register.

LOCAL SCOUTS MEET ON PETERSON
Girl Scout Troop 422 meets at 6 p.m. Mondays at
the Peterson Chapel. This troop is for girls, ages 11 to 17.
Units are developing for younger girls that will also meet
on Mondays. For information, call Laura Pitcher at 3921102. Cub Scout Pack 99 meets at 6:30 p.m. Thursdays
at the Peterson Chapel. Cub Scout Packs are for boys
ages 7 to 10. For information, call cubmaster Wendy

to make it more accessible, more
user-friendly and more ‘display-capable,’” Mr. Nash said. “It’ll allow us to
open up for more visitation.”
The majority of the funds for the
Museum’s upkeep comes from the
Museum Foundation or from donations, Mr. Nash said. “But the Wing
kicks in, and that helps out a lot.
“Funds for this expansion, and
the Medal of Honor Grove, were endof-year funding,” said Mr. Nash.
“(21st Space Wing Commander,
Brig.) Gen. Webber said, ‘I want to
spend the money on this.’”

Jendrick at 637-0397. Boy Scout Troop 199 meets at 7
p.m. Wednesdays at the Enlisted Club. Boy Scout Troops
are open to boys ages 11 to 17. For information, call
scoutmaster Alex Welton at 574-8970.

RECRUITING SERVICE
CHANGES REQUIREMENTS
The Air Force Recruiting Service announced
changes to recruiter-duty requirements. Airmen first
class with at least two years time-in-service are now eligible to apply for recruiter duty, as are senior airmen
through technical sergeants with less than 17 years time
in service. Other qualifications include time on station
requirements, retainability, performance ratings and
standards adherence. Benefits of recruiter duty include a
three-year controlled tour with a choice of assignment
for volunteers, $450 per month special-duty pay, additional annual clothing allowance, stateside cost of living
allowance rates in some locations, office management
duties and the opportunity to help shape the future force.
For information, visit www.afrecruiting.com or call the
Peterson Career Assistance Advisor, Master Sgt. Kristin
Clark at 556-9226.

The current upgrades aren’t the
end of the Museum’s expansion plans.
This summer, the Medal of Honor
Grove will be expanded.
Instead of having one centerpiece area, a walkway will run
from the City Hangar to the Museum
Terminal, with a shaded reflection
area near the current Medal of
Honor Grove. A new plaque will
list the names of all Medal of Honor
winners. “It’s missing (Staff
Sgt. William) Pitsenbarger right now,”
Mr. Nash said.
The number of trees will match

the number of Medal of Honor winners. “It’s in a beautiful setting,” he
said. “We’re excited about it.”
The Broadmoor Hangar, which
houses
the
21st
Contracting
Squadron, is scheduled to transfer
to the Museum next year, according
to Mr. Nash.
“It will give us more exhibit
space,” he said. “Many things in the
Terminal, such as the theater, gift
shop, curator’s office and the
Museum staff will be transplanted to
the Broadmoor Hangar. We’re excited
about that too.”

www.peterson.af.mil

Team shoots for title
By Walt Johnson
Sports Writer

For the past three years, the 21st Operations
Support Squadron has had very competitive intramural
basketball teams.
They have made the playoffs each of the past
three years, but making the playoffs won’t satisfy the
team this year.
Only winning them will.
One would get the feeling watching this year’s OSS
team that they are on a mission to prove they are worthy to
hold the title of champion.
The OSS players and coaches want to know what it is
like to win a title and its 5-1 start for the season has them
thinking they are right on track to challenge for a base title.
They improved their season record to 5-1 Jan. 19 when
it defeated the 21st Space Communications Squadron 49-38
in a surprisingly tough game.
They may not have realized coming into the game that
they would face the formidable force they did in the space
communicators but they quickly found out the space team
didn’t show up to be patsies for them.
Although the OSS led throughout the first half
of the game, it couldn’t shake away from the determined
space team.
The OSS was ahead by double digits at one point in
the first half only to see the space team pull back to within
single digits.
Then the SCS went on a run of its own just before half
and to tie it at 29-29.
For a team that prides itself on its defense, the OSS
knew at halftime that it was not playing the kind of game that
has led them to the playoffs in the past three seasons.
“We hustled out there in the first half as much as we
could but many times we played to our opponent’s level
instead of playing our game,” said Alex Rodriquez, OSS
assistant coach. “It was our fault that we played that way. We
realized that and tried to fix it for the second half.”
Try as they might to separate themselves, the OSS team
just couldn’t get away from SCS.
The majority of the second half of the game was just as
tight as the first half for a while.
The OSS’ strongest asset, its defense, wasn’t forcing the
kind of turnovers it normally likes to generate and the shots
they were taking weren’t going in with any consistency.
“We have some real high quality players, we’re really
tough on defense and that’s a good combination for us,” said
Teo Williams, 21st OSS head coach. “Most of our points
come off our defensive effort.
“Not only does that stop the opposing team but it helps
us generate offense on our end,” he said. “We feel if we play
tough defense we can get a steal or knock the ball in the air
and give our speed on the floor a chance to be effective by
getting out on the break and getting easy baskets.”
With about three minutes left in the game, OSS finally
managed to pull away as its defense forced some turnovers
and negative possessions for SCS, earning them their fifth
victory of the season.
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Youth Basketball begins
Center teaches life skills
By Walt Johnson
Sports Writer

The Peterson youth center will be an area of
high energy, body crashing and youthful exuberance beginning at 9 a.m.
Saturday as the 2005 youth basketball
league gets into full swing.
Games will be played by different age
groups until early in the afternoon.
Les Stewart, youth center sports
director, said the base program will be the biggest
ever this year with over 450 kids on 43 teams
taking part in the program for children ranging
from 3 to 18 years.
“The program has been growing at such a
high rate each year,” said Stewart. “It says a lot
for the people involved with the program from
the kids to the volunteer coaches.”
Stewart said he has been blessed with the
finest volunteer coaches and parents who support

the program in the Air Force.
“We’ve been very encouraged by the number of kids coming into our program especially at
the younger age,”he said.
Stewart said one of the biggest advantages
children get from participating in the program is
not what they will learn on the basketball court
but what they will learn about sharing, leadership
and teamwork.
The type of discipline that is required
to play sports will be a big help to the kids
in areas like homework and sibling relationships,
he added.
In addition to that, Stewart said another
thing he looks forward to is seeing the progress
children make from one year to the next as they
participate in the program.
“It’s good to see the kids one year later as
they’ve grown to another level of maturity and
that’s good for the program,” he said. “The kids
go from being bulls in a china shop in
some cases, running around all over the place
with no direction, to being coordinated and playing with a purpose.”

Intramural basketball standings
Competitive league
basketball standings
Games played through
Jan. 19
Teams
W
21 MDG/ADL
5
1 SPCS
5
21 OSS
5
21 CES/FD
4
21 SCS
3
21 SFS
3
21 CONS
3
721 MSG
3
21 MDG
3
ARSTRAT
2
84 ALF
1

L
0
0
1
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
4

21 CES
0 5
21 CPTS
0 5
721 SFS
0 6
Recreation league
basketball standings
Games played through Jan. 21
Teams
W L
AFOTEC DET4
4 0
TEAM COLORADO 3 1
JPPSO-COS
1 3
21 SVS
0 4
Monday through
Wednesday Over-30 League
Games played through Jan. 19
Teams
W L
NORTHCOM
6 1

HQ AFSPC/CE
5 1
21 MDG
5 2
TEAM COLORADO 2 5
21 SCS
0 4
21 SFS
0 5
Tuesday through Thursday
Over-30 basketball league
Games played through Jan. 18
Teams
W L
DET 4 AFOTEC
7 0
AFSPC CSS
5 1
76th SPCS
2 2
NORTHCOM
3 3
NORAD
1 5
21 CES
0 7

Sport Shorts
BADMINTON TOURNAMENT

People have until the start of the event to sign up.

Feb. 11 through 12 – The event begins 5
p.m. Feb. 11 and continues at 9 a.m. Feb. 12.
There is no entry fee. Sign up by Feb. 9.

VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

5K PRESIDENTS’ DAY FUN RUN
11:30 a.m. Feb.18 – There is no entry fee.
People have until the start of the event to sign up.

3-POINT SHOOTOUT
From 6 to 7 p.m. Feb.25 – No entry fee.

Monday through Friday – The time for the
event will be determined at a later date. There is
no entry fee. Sign up by Sunday.
The Peterson Sports and Fitness Center
Special Program’s Office will host the above listed events at the center unless otherwise listed.
For information, call 556-1515.

