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New course prepares NCOs for joint ops in Southwest Asia
By Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

SOUTHWEST ASIA — A new
training course for senior enlisted leaders is giving them skills that are proving
invaluable for those deployed here, officials said.
The Command Senior Enlisted
Leader Capstone Joint Operations
Module course is giving warfighters the

tools they need to operate in an environment in which they work closely both
with their sister services and with coalition members, said Chief Master Sgt.
Curtis Brownhill, command chief master sergeant for U.S. Central Command.
“We realized early into Operation
Enduring Freedom that our senior leaders were operating in a different environment than we’d prepared them for,”
Chief Brownhill said.
“We spend a lot of time over the

course of an officer’s career preparing
(him or her) for joint-service duty.”
But no comparable training existed for
their senior enlisted counterparts, he
said.
Now, the senior enlisted capstone
course, introduced last year, mirrors the
capstone course general and flag officers receive. Topics cover the life cycle
of a joint task force: forming a joint task
force, developing joint manning documents, joint command and control, joint

basing and integrating special operations forces.
Most top-level noncommissioned
officers in the command have attended
the one-week training program, including Army Command Sgt. Maj. Cynthia
A. Pritchett, the top enlisted servicemember
in
Combined
Forces
Command-Afghanistan.
Sergeant Pritchett, who took the
first course just before assuming her

See New course, Page 4

Space studies make
grade for college credit

er and bright sunshine was the order of the day.
The Rockies and the Sky Sox used the
occasion to complete the spring training season
for both teams and to kick off the baseball season in the Rocky Mountain region with the first
exhibition game between the two teams since
1999. The Sky Sox beat up the parent club winning the game 5-1.
The game was the first in the Sky Sox newly
renovated stadium which has new seats, turf and
will have many other features once all the renova -

Students could receive college credit for courses
taken at the National Security Space Institute here based on
an American Council of Education recommendation
released this month.
The council recommends five graduate semester
hours for Space 200 and two undergraduate hours and 10
graduate hours for Navigation Operations Advanced Space
Training.
Webster University has already reviewed the ACE
recommendation and will grant five graduate credit hours
to qualified Space 200 students. The University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs is currently reviewing the
recommendation.
The credit itself is not granted by ACE. The council’s
responsibility is to evaluate courses offered by non-accredited organizations and recommend the amount of credit it
believes a course should be granted by an accredited institution, according to a council spokesperson. This includes
formal education and training programs sponsored by service schools, other DoD organizations, government agencies, businesses and industry.
“This is a great testimonial to the fact that NSSI students are receiving a world-class, and now nationally-recognized, education,” said Lt. Col. Alison Clay, NSSI dean
of faculty. “This is also good news for the space community at large. ACE accredited universities will attract more
DoD space experts into their programs which will enhance
the learning environment. Ultimately, this breadth of experience and knowledge in the class room, will enable these
universities to graduate highly-capable space experts.”
Currently, UCCS is assembling a package which
includes the ACE accreditation recommendation, specific
course materials, and instructor and student demographics.
This package will be shared with all members of the Space
Education Consortium for their accreditation consideration, said Dr. Bill Ayen, director of the UCCS Network,
Information and Space Security Center.
The SEC is a network of teaching and research institutions focused on promoting education, research and
cooperation related to and supporting the development of a

See Baseball, Page 22

See Studies, Page 11
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Lt. Gen. Daniel Leaf, Air Force Space Command deputy commander, throws out the
first pitch to open the Colorado Springs Sky Sox baseball season.

Military members help
local team kick off season
By Walt Johnson
Sports writer

Under an absolutely perfect April afternoon
and military members of the Peterson Air Force
Base community helped the Colorado Springs
Sky Sox kick off its 2005 season at Security
Services Field.
The baseball Gods certainly smiled on the
Colorado Rockies, the Colorado Springs Sky Sox,
the Rockies top minor league team, and a capacity crowd as unseasonably warm 70 degree weath-
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Commander takes space message to ROTC cadets
By Penny Huston

first took place when the cadet was a
staff sergeant at Schriever Air Force
Base, Colo. Cadet Flowers said General
Lord’s enthusiasm for space was eviOKLAHOMA CITY – Air Force
dent in the way he spoke to cadets and
Space Command’s influence extends to
cadre alike. “He makes people think
ROTC cadets nationwide now that the
about how space is used in every day
command’s leader has been named 2005
life and how much we rely on space,”
Honorary National Commander by the
he said.
Arnold Air Society here March 28.
The 2006 National Conclave is in
General Lance W. Lord, AFSPC
Orlando, Fla., on Easter weekend. The
commander, accepted the honor during
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Universitythe Arnold Air Society/Silver Wings
Daytona Air Force ROTC detachment
2005 National Conclave banquet. As
hosts the event.
honorary national commander, the generThe Arnold Air Society is a profesal serves as a motivational inspiration for
sional, honorary service organization
ROTC cadets nation-wide, according to
advocating the support of aerospace
retired Brig. Gen. Richard Bundy, Arnold
Air Society and Silver Wings executive
power.
Its mission is to build strong Air
director.
Photo by Penny Huston Force officers. The society provides
Speaking at the banquet, General
Lord received a standing ovation from General Lance W. Lord spoke to more than 250 cadets during the conclave.
opportunities for greater interaction
attendees when he said, “If you’re not in
among collegiate-level Air Force officer
space, you’re not in the race.”
time to talk us individually,” said Aron Chittuv, a jun- candidates and encourages increased interaction with
General Lord, a graduate of the Ohio’s Otterbein ior at Ohio State University, “It’s really an honor to active duty Air Force officers and leaders in national
College ROTC program, spoke to more than 250 speak to him and shake his hand.”
defense, government and industry. This year’s conROTC cadets during the conclave.
University of Oklahoma junior Andreas V.
clave was sponsored by the University of Oklahoma
“It’s really amazing that General Lord took the Flowers met General Lord for the second time. The Air Force ROTC detachment.
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Housing privatization coming to Peterson
By David Clapp

What does that mean?
Essentially it means that the Air Force is
entering long-term contracts with priMilitary family housing privatiza- vate developers to take over the ownertion is coming! What is it and what will ship and maintenance of existing housit mean to you? Almost everyone has ing, as well as to build new housing to
heard of it, but not everyone under- meet current shortfalls. The developer
will own the housing, and will “rent” it
stands what it means.
As everyone knows, the cost of to the military members for a pre-deteroperating and maintaining existing Air mined amount based on rank and equal
Force housing continues to increase. to the base allowance for housing for
Utilities costs are rising as well, often at each member. There will be no out-ofrates that our budget system can’t deal pocket cost to you. The military member
with. At the same time, the Air Force is will sign a contract authorizing BAH to
striving to improve the quality of fami- go directly to the developer. Essentially,
ly housing provided to all ranks. Trying it’s the same as renting a house downto pay the bills for these needs has cre- town, without the hassle of security
ated huge financial problems for not deposits and monthly rent checks.
The housing office will continonly the Air Force, but for all of the
services as well. The chosen solution is ue to be the focal point for your housing
to privatize family housing.
needs. Active duty members can come
21st Civil Engineer Squadron deputy commander

in, sign up for available on-base housing, check waiting lists, get information
on housing downtown, just the same as
they do now. The only difference will be
if they decide to reside on-base, they
will sign a contract with the developer
for their assigned housing. Operation
and maintenance issues will be worked
between the occupant and the developer/owner, rather than the housing office.
When will this happen? We’re in
the process of putting the contract package together, in cooperation with Air
Force Space Command and Air Force
Housing, legal and finance members.
The current timeline calls for the package to hit the street in January 2006 and
be signed in January 2007. Since these
are huge long-term contracts, the legal
and financial hurdles take quite a bit of
effort to overcome.

What is the end result? The current
plans call for the developer to construct
more than 600 new houses, at a location
to be determined, for both Peterson AFB
and Schriever AFB members. Most of
the existing housing here will be renovated over the next few years to meet
Air Force standards. By 2010, we
should be able to house the members
assigned here or Schriever AFB in either
new or renovated housing.
Military family housing privatization is a win-win situation for both the
Air Force and the military member. For
people who choose to live on-base, they
will be living in new or newly renovated
homes that meet the latest Air Force
standards, while the Air Force saves millions of dollars for training and equipping our deploying troops.

A Moment in Time

April 3, 1967
Paul W. Airey becomes the first
Chief Master Sergeant of the
U.S. Air Force.
April 3, 1999
During Operation Allied Force,
NATO missiles struck central
Belgrade for the first time and
destroyed the Yugoslav and
Serbian interior ministries
April 4, 1990
The U.S. Air Force adds to its
inventory the last of 60 official
KC-10A Extender tanker/cargo
aircraft built by McDonnell
Douglas.
April 6, 1924
Air Service officers begin the
first round-the-world air tour.
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sess a ‘can do’ attitude, and are known
for learning required tasks very quickly.”
The major said they prepared for
Guardian Challenge by sharpening their
skills related to cooking nutritious meals
on field burners, as well as practicing
assembly and disassembly of the burners
for familiarization and improvement on
the timed portion of the competition.
She said they were also working

Airman Diller
hails from
Binghamton,
N.Y., and is a
sports and fitness
apprentice. She
has been in the
Air Force for two
years.

with 21st Security Forces Squadron to
hone their M-16 live fire skills for that
portion of the competition.
“Deployed wings rely on Services
troops to provide hot meals no matter
what the location or circumstances,” she
said. “Our Services warriors need to be
proficient on field burners and ready to
meet any challenges, such as bare base
deployments.”

Airman 1st Class Anthony Rodney

Major Jessica MacDonald, 21st
Services commander, said the 21st
Services Squadron Guardian Challenge
“Top Gun” competitors demonstrated
outstanding performance during exercises, career specific training and real world
deployments.
“They understand how important
their roles are and they get the job done
right the first time,” she said. “They pos-

Airman 1st Class Christy Diller

Top guns

Recognizing the members selected for
Guardian Challenge 2005

Airman Rodney
hails from
Townhill, Pa.,
and is a fitness
specialist. He has
been in the Air
Force for two
years and three
months.

Federal law assists troops’ dealings with creditors
By Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Federal law prohibits mortgage lenders from immediately foreclosing on homes
owned by servicemembers deployed overseas on military duty, a senior legal officer said here.
All servicemembers, including those deployed, are
protected under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
signed by President Bush Dec. 19, 2003, said Army
Col. Christopher Garcia, director of legal policy for
the undersecretary of defense for personnel and readiness.
“The (Act) includes a provision that protects
against default judgment,” Colonel Garcia said. “In
any civil action, such as a lawsuit or a foreclosure, in
which the defendant does not make an appearance, the
court must require the plaintiff bringing the suit to file
an affidavit saying whether or not the other party in the
lawsuit is a servicemember.”

If the party being sued for foreclosure or some
other debt action is a servicemember, he said, the Act
“requires the judge to do certain things to protect the
servicemember’s rights.”
For example, the courts are required to stay the
court proceedings for a minimum of 90 days until the
servicemember can be present to assert a defense, he
said. Most often, such court cases are delayed until the
servicemember has completed his or her overseas
deployment.
Colonel Garcia said he had no specific information regarding recent news reports saying some
deployed servicemembers have had their homes foreclosed on or had other assets seized in contradiction to
the law.
Business-community compliance with the Act
“generally has been very good,” Colonel Garcia said.
Yet, he acknowledged, there have been “isolated cases
of noncompliance.” This usually occurs “when a
lender, landlord or other person dealing with a ser-

vicemember is unaware of the law,” he said.
After lenders and other creditors become aware of the
law, they usually comply with it, Colonel Garcia said.
Activated Reserve and Guard servicemembers and
those on active duty and their family members can
contact their local military legal assistance officers to
assist them in enforcing their rights, Colonel Garcia
said.
A legal assistance attorney can “draft a letter or
make a phone call,” he said. If the creditor refuses to
comply with the Act, either the servicemember can sue
privately, or the Department of Justice can bring an
enforcement action in federal court.
The Act is an update to the Soldiers and Sailors
Civil Relief Act of 1940, which was established to
provide protections to deployed troops who have difficulty meeting their personal financial and legal obligations because of their military service.

Earned an award? Been promoted?
Completed training or earned a degree?
Fill out a Hometown News Release!
The Hometown News Release program is your
chance to tell your Air Force story in your hometown, and it couldn’t be easier! Just go
online to www.peterson.af.mil/21SW, click the “Fill out an online Hometown News
Release” link, and you’re on your way! You can also fill out a DD Form 2266 and send it to
21st Space Wing Public Affairs, via fax at 556-7848, e-mail at 21sw.pa.ms@peterson.af.mil,
or in person to Building 845, room 219.
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Peak Performer
Senior Airman Brooks

Name: Senior Airman Danny Brooks
Organization: 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
Duty title: Power Production journeyman
Time in service: Three years, 10 months
Hometown: Lynchburg, Va.
Off-duty interests, hobbies: I
am interested in becoming a pharmacist. I enjoy going to college
and the student atmosphere. I am
also an avid dog enthusiast and an
active supporter of the Colorado
Humane Society.
Why did you join the Air Force? I
came into the Air Force at the age
of 23 looking for something more.
At the time I was not quite sure
what that “more” was but after
basic training that “more” clearly
represented stability, fraternity,

and self respect.
What inspires you to do what you
do? The thing that inspires me the
most is the dependency of the mission on my ability to respond and
correct problems. In my career
field, anytime day or night, I could be
called upon to restore power.
Knowing that my presence keeps
the mission from being in the dark,
“literally,” drives me to be the best I
can. To give you an idea, once at
about 2 a.m. the entire base lost
power due to a problem with the off

New course, from Page 1
current post, said she had already felt up to speed on
joint operations, but said the course helped her shortcut the learning curve when she arrived in
Afghanistan.
For example, it educated her about the specifics
of putting together a joint manning document, which
determines staffing within an organization.
“If I hadn’t gone to the course, it would have
taken me weeks instead of days to do it,” she said.
Sergeant Pritchett said the course “also prepared me for the bigger picture” she confronted in

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

base power grid. I responded to 23
different facilities and ensured
power and the mission was
restored. It really made me realize
the importance of my job. I had a
direct impact on the U.S. Northern
Command,
North
American
Aerospace Defense Command, and
military communications satellite
operations just to name a few.

Afghanistan. “I knew what my sister services bring to
the fight,” she said.
However, she said the capstone course gave her a
deeper appreciation of the increased capabilities provided when the services work as a team.
When U.S. Joint Forces Command began offering the course at the Joint Warfighting Center in
Norfolk, Va., last spring, officials lauded it as a step
toward providing command senior enlisted Airmen,
Soldiers, Marines, Sailors and Coast Guardsmen the
tools they need in a world where no service goes to
war by itself.
“Up until this point, we hadn’t done anything to

Favorite part of your job? Working
together as a team with my comrades in arms. We’re a family and
depend on each other all the time.
What goals have you set? My goal is
to complete my degree in chemistry
and become a pharmacist for the Air
Force. I’m well on my way and have a
year left of classes before applying to
medical school.

provide them with any joint education,” said Army
Command Sgt. Maj. Mark Ripka of U.S. Joint Forces
Command. “Today’s command senior enlisted leaders
are more operationally focused leaders. They must
understand joint command and control, and joint
planning to be more effective at the joint-force-headquarters level.
“Our command senior enlisted leaders typically
have more boots-on-the-ground, deck-plate and flightline experience than most of our officers,” he said.
“When that experience is coupled with a joint educational experience, the combination results in (greater)
command senior enlisted leadership.”

www.peterson.af.mil
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Command OAY program recognizes stars of enlisted ranks
By Chief Master Sgt. Ronald Kriete
Command Chief, Air Force Space Command

Air Force Space Command is full of hard-working Airmen. I see them all the time when I’m visiting
our units throughout the command. Their dedication,
enthusiasm and sacrifice are appreciated at the highest
levels of this command, and, soon, we will recognize
the very best men and women in this command with
the AFSPC Outstanding Airman of the Year Program.
The OAY program allows us to honor the best-of-

the-best Airmen, NCOs and senior NCOs. These
Airmen have proven themselves at the wing and numbered Air Force level to surface as nominees for OAY,
and all are shining representatives of our command.
It’s our pleasure to host such a distinguished and professional group of Airmen April 25-29 and recognize
their accomplishments red-carpet style.
Still there is something else I need you to know.
OAY nominees are just a small sample of the
many high-quality professionals we have in the command. The accomplishments of these Airmen are very

impressive, but still, each of our Airmen is vital and a
factor every day in the fight on global terrorism. Please
know that your outstanding work and contributions to
the mission are what make AFSPC successful. And if
someone hasn’t said it lately, thanks for all you do.
I encourage all of you to congratulate your local
OAY nominees, pat them on the back and wish them
good luck at the command competition. Do you know
who the nominees for your base are? Find out at
www.afspc-oay.org/ or www.peterson.af.mil/hqafspc/.

Team Pete gives 103 %

Team Pete goal – $79,448
Week 5 (March 28- April 1)

turn in – $82,054

0%

GOAL:
100%

103 % of
goal reached

6

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, April 7, 2005

FIRST SERGEANTS
GROUP SCHEDULES
GOLF TOURNEY

NEWS BRIEFS
to 1:30 p.m. Wednesdays to witness and
sign wills at the base legal office in
Building 350. Volunteers must be at
least 18 years old. For information, call
Master Sgt. Marna Brasili at 556-1710.

Guard of Peterson AFB, the national
anthem and the ceremonial first pitch.
The game is free to all eligible users of
these AF installations.
The First Sergeant’s Golf
Eligible people can get up to 10
Tournament begins at 8 a.m. May 13 at
free tickets beginning Tuesday at the
the Silver Spruce Golf Club. The regis- ASMC CERTIFIED DEFENSE
community activities center. Those
tration fee is $45. It includes the tourna- FINANCIAL MANAGER
interested can register for a chance to
ment, greens fees, golf cart and lunch.
use the Sky Sox hot tub while picking
TESTING AVAILABLE
up the tickets. Drawing for the hot tub
All
classes
take
place
from
2
to
4
FSC OFFERS SEMINAR
p.m. April 19 and from 7:30 to 9:30 use will be held April 27. For informa FOR ENGAGED COUPLES,
a.m., and from 9:45 to 11:45 a.m. April tion, call the CAC at 556-1760.
NEWLYWEDS
20 at the education services building. ELITCH GARDENS GROUP
Members of the chapel here, as Attendees must sign up prior to regiswell as the Peterson and Schriever fam- tration. For information, call an SCHEDULES MILITARY
ily support centers and life skills cen- American Society of Military APPRECIATION DAY
Military appreciation day takes
ters are sponsoring a free seminar to Comptrollers representative or Jenny
help people who are preparing for mar- Luvisi at 556-7665. Deadline to sign up place from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. April 16 at
Six Flags Elitch Gardens. Tickets are
riage or are newly married. The semi- is Wednesday.
$18 for those 4 years and older and
nar, Falling In Love Without Falling On
SKY SOX SCHEDULES
includes a meal. Tickets are on sale at
Your Face, takes place from 8 a.m. to 3
the community activities center here.
p.m. April 22 at the Peterson chapel. AIR FORCE
For information and tickets, call 556Lunch will be provided. Speakers will APPRECIATION NIGHT
discuss topics such as family backThe traditional Sky Sox Night for 1760.
grounds, expectations, communication, Air Force members becomes Sky Sox YMCA OFFERS FREE
conflict resolution and family finances. Day this year as the Colorado Springs
The registration deadline is April 18. Sky Sox play the Portland Beavers at REGISTRATION
For information, call 556-4442, 556- 1:05 p.m. April 30. People from FOR MILITARY
Peterson, the U.S. Air Force Academy,
The YMCAs of the Pikes Peak
7804 or 556-6141.
Schriever Air Force Base and Cheyenne Region is offering active-duty military,
LEGAL OFFICE
Mountain Air Force Station are invited civilian DOD employees and activeREQUESTS VOLUNTEERS
to attend. Come early for the festivities, duty Reservists a one-time free registraThe 21st Space Wing legal office including Sox the Fox, presentation of tion. People can bring their identificastaff needs volunteers from 10:30 a.m. the colors by the High Frontier Honor tion card to any YMCA branch anytime.

Military members who are E-5 and
below also get discounted monthly
membership rates. Financial assistance
is available.

WOMAN’S RING FOUND
A woman’s ring was found at the
base car wash. Claim it by calling
Calvin Gammon at the services auto
skills shop, 556-4481.

TOUR GUIDES NEEDED
The 21st Space Wing Public
Affairs office is currently seeks sharp
officers and Airmen. Candidates must
be E-4 and above who have been on
Peterson for at least one year to interview for positions in the base tour guide
program.
Each year Peterson is host to more
than 1,000 base tour visitors. Share
your Air Force experience with potential recruits coming on base from local
schools, ROTC units nationwide, scouts
and community organizations. Tours
typically last four hours and are hosted
Monday through Friday between 7:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Interviewees must have
their supervisor’s permission to become
part of this elite team. Tour dates will be
e-mailed each week as far as three
months out so that members can sign up
to escort the tours. For information, call
556-6208.

Cyber Cafe
Cyber Café ribbon cutting is at 5 p.m. Apr. 8 at Building 1164 dormitory courtyard. Open
house will begin at 5:30 p.m. There will be live music after the event. A burger burn will
begin at 3 p.m. For information, call the Peterson Air Force Base Chapel at 556-4442.

www.peterson.af.mil

Personnel
Corner
MPF OFFERS ADVICE FOR RENEWAL
OF COMMON ACCESS CARDS
There are hundreds of Team Peterson members’
common access cards, that will expire in the next
three to five months. The military personnel flight
here encourages members to check the card’s expiration date. If their CAC expires within two to three
months, get it renewed now rather than waiting until
just before expiration. For information, call Staff Sgt.
Krista Lopez at 556-4680.

MILITARY PERSONNEL FLIGHT
ANNOUNCES NEW HOURS
The 21st Mission Support Squadron Military
Personnel Flight moved to standardized hours
Monday. The MPF will be open for customer service
walk-ins and appointments from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday through Friday. The MPF can accommodate
exceptions on a case by case basis by making
appointments with the appropriate MPF representative from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. For questions concerning
the new hours of operation or information, call Maj.
Jeff Boleng, 21st Mission Support Squadron commander at 556-4023, or Capt. Debbie Horne, MPF
commander at 556-7135.

NEWS
ees and managers go to the DOD NSPS Web site at
www.cpms.osd.mil/nsps/index.html and click on
FACT SHEET to read more about NSPS and the proposed regulations. It’s also recommended people go
to the Air Force NSPS Web site at
www.dp.hq.af.mil/dpp/dppn/nsps/ and subscribe to
the Air Force NSPS newsletter.

GROUP LIFE INSURANCE
AUTOMATICALLY ENROLLS FAMILY
MEMBERS INTO THE SYSTEM
The Family Member Group Life Insurance program automatically enrolls family members until the
sponsor specifically declines or reduces the coverage; this includes a spouse whether or not they are a
military member. For this purpose, a military member’s spouse is covered from the date of marriage or
the member’s entry date whichever is more recent.
Military sponsors must report any additions or
changes to the customer service section in the MPF
to ensure the system is updated appropriately.

CAA SEEKS PROFESSIONAL
ENHANCEMENT CADRE VOLUNTEERS

The career assistance advisor is seeking volunteer facilitators for the new professional enhancement program. It’s a standardized program replacing
enlisted professional development and other programs Air Force-wide. Courses take place quarterly
for Airmen and NCOs and bi-annually for senior
NCO selects. A wide variety of topics are covered
during these mandatory three-day courses, and lesson
DoD UPDATES NATIONAL
plans and slides are provided to volunteers. For inforSECURITY PERSONNEL SYSTEM
mation or to volunteer, call Master Sgt. Kristin Clark
The 2004 National Defense Authorization Act at 556-9226 or kristin.clark@peterson.af.mil for
gave the Department of Defense authority to establish referral to the appropriate course director.
a new human resources management system for civilian employees called the National Security Personnel AFPC OFFERS IMPROVED AIRMAN
System. This system will create a new framework of PROMOTION DVR PROCESS
rules, regulations and processes rooted in the princiThe military personnel flight is no longer
ples of flexibility and fairness that govern the way required to print and distribute data verification
civilians are hired, compensated, promoted and disci- records for Airmen. Members may view and print
plined in DOD.
their own DVRs via the virtual MPF. Members
Proposed regulations were posted in the requiring assistance should contact their commandFederal Register Feb. 14. Its recommended employ- ers support staff.

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, April 7, 2005

7

MILITARY PERSONNEL FLIGHT
OFFERS UNIFORM GUIDANCE
Military members are prohibited from attaching, affixing or displaying objects, articles, jewelry
or ornamentation to or through the ear, nose, tongue
or any exposed body parts.
Women are authorized to wear one small spherical, conservative, diamond, gold, white pearl or silver pierced or clip earring per earlobe. Matching earrings must be worn and should fit tightly without
extending below the earlobe.

VIRTUAL ASSISTANT
TRAINING FOR SPOUSES
The Peterson Family Support Center will offer
virtual assistant training April 25-27 at the Air Force
Academy Family Support Center. Virtual assistants
are self-employed professionals who provide off-site
administrative support services from home to their
clients. These services include providing administrative support, competitive research, Web site design,
accounting, marketing support and graphic design.
The virtual assistant training consists of three
workshops and participation is limited to 25 students.
Applicants must have a minimum of two years of
administrative support experience, Internet access, a
good working knowledge of how to use basic applications, a computer with Windows 95 (or newer)
operating system and a strong desire for employment
or career change. Active duty spouses interested in
attending this free training, call Dyanne Brown or
Susan Golden at 556-6141.

FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER
OFFERS BUNDLES FOR BABIES
This class is for Air Force active duty members
and spouses who are expecting a baby.
People can learn about budgeting for a baby,
calming your baby, coping with stressors and other Air
Force Aid Society programs. All eligible personnel
will receive a special gift, compliments of
Headquarters Air Force Aid. Dads are also encouraged
to attend. The next class takes place from 1 to 3 p.m.
on Tuesday in the family support center classroom.

See Personnel, Page 9
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tions and public affairs.
An airman reported
two people in a grey Ford
Ranger taking photographs
along
the
Peterson East Perimeter
Road. The witness said
the subjects appeared to
be
taking
photos
of the flightline area.
Drunk and disorderly
Security
forces
patrols
responded and
Security forces patrols responded
to Layne Hall after a resident com- swept the area but did not find the
plained of an apparently intoxicated air- snooping subjects.
A person reported seeing an indiman banging on his window. Patrolmen
verified identities and found the resist- vidual, possibly a juvenile, taking phoant and uncooperative airman to be of tos of the installation and jumping the
legal drinking age. The suspect and wit- fence to gain access to the base.
nesses were transported to the security Colorado Springs Police Department
forces control center where they record- dispatched a patrol to sweep the exteed their statements. Since the airman rior fence line. Base patrols swept the
was too intoxicated to understand her perimeter fence line. Neither base
Article 31 rights, she was released into patrols nor CSPD found the subject.
the custody of her first sergeant. Each of these incidents were identified
Judgment is one of the first things to go and reported by alert people. Everyone
when alcohol consumption gets out of at Peterson AFB is a force multiplier
hand. This is a perfect example of why for our base defenders.
it’s so important to have a wingman and Wayward child
to be a good wingman.
Two retirees found a 4-year-old
boy in the median of Peterson
Eagle Eyes
A security forces patrol wit- Boulevard adjacent to the Base Parade
nessed the driver of a vehicle near the Ground. The witnesses escorted the
flightline taking photos of the flight- boy to the security forces control cenline. The patrolman pulled the driver ter. On-duty controllers attempted to
over. The driver said she only wanted contact the boy’s parents, to no avail.
to take a photo of the flightline area. The boy’s father’s first sergeant was
The patrolmen briefed and released called and the father was subsequently
her. Prior to taking photographs of the contacted. The boy’s mother arrived at
flightline area, photographers must the control center and reported her two
obtain clearance through base opera- children had been playing at their resi-

dence. When she noticed that her son
was missing, she immediately began
searching for him.

Theft of private property
An airman reported that his personal tools had been stolen from his
vehicle while he was working on audio
systems at the Cyber Café. The tools,
valued at $258, had been in the bed of
his pickup under cover and unsecured.
Just because something is out of sight
doesn’t mean it’s out of mind for
someone who really wants it. Protect
valuables by securing them in a locked
vehicle or maintaining possession.

Missing identification cards
A retired Air Force senior NCO
reported her son had lost his depend-

9

ent Identification card at Mitchell
High School a week earlier. In another
report, a retired Air Force NCO reported his son had lost his ID card at the
Shoppette or Base Exchange. The loss
of an ID card presents not only a personal inconvenience, but it also presents security vulnerabilities.

Alarm activations
In two separate incidents, security forces promptly responded to activated alarms. Their investigations into
the cause revealed human error to be
the cause in both incidents. This is a
continuing problem. Occupants of
buildings with alarm systems must pay
strict attention to procedures when
entering their building.

Personnel, from Page 7
ANNUAL VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION RECEPTION SET
A 32-year tradition, National Volunteer Week, designates a special time to
recognize and celebrate the tremendous efforts of volunteers. The Peterson
Complex will express its volunteer appreciation during National Volunteer Week,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 22 at the chapel here. Peterson has more than 500
volunteers who selflessly give their time, hard work and experience to a variety
of necessary tasks. These individuals saved more than $1,000,000 in 2004! This
years’ theme is “The Art of Volunteering … Serving Those Serving Us.” To
R.S.V.P., call Nona Daugherty at 556-7832 or 556-6141.

RIGHT DECISION WORKSHOPS
First- and second-term Airmen within 12 to 15 months of their date of separation must attend a half-day right decision workshop, even if they have already
chosen reenlistment or separation. The workshop is designed to provide current
information on Air Force benefits and career options. The workshops take place
from 8 a.m. to noon every first Thursday locations to be determined. Spouse
attendance is strongly encouraged. For information, call 556-9226.
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Encouraging individual excellence ensures focus on team goals
By Lt. Col. Scott Forest

firmly asserted it would hurt the unit and be detrimental to good order, discipline
and morale. They had a completely different perspective than mine. They felt
strongly that recognition of individual excellence took away from the team concept.
GEILENKIRCHEN NATO AIR BASE, Germany — We all know excellence I, on the other hand, felt strongly that we would enhance and encourage team peris an important Air Force core value. We each are challenged to apply it daily in our formance if individuals were striving for team goals and their performance was
actions, our attitudes and in our planning and decision making. All Airmen have a rewarded. After good discussion, I asked for hands in favor of the program … not
even close. Only one went up. I relented.
responsibility to encourage, recognize and deliver indiI’m glad I did, because in this context they were
vidual excellence.
right.
Our squadron didn’t start and doesn’t have an
Rewarding excellence encourages it, and
individual recognition program. But, we developed
there are many ways to reward it. When rewarding
encouragement that’s more appropriate and more
or recognizing individual excellence in our teameffective-based
on the background and culture of
mates, Airmen must use a variety of methods,
our personnel. On a personal level, I didn’t consider
match them to the circumstances and keep individthat
experience a failure, but I did re-learn some
ual recognition in the right context.
things.
As we finish the Air Force’s “season” of annual
First, there are many effective ways to promote indiawards banquets and ceremonies, it’s a good time to
vidual excellence in ourselves and others. Leaders, superreflect on how each of us has encouraged and recognized
visors and teammates need to use all of them in appropriate
excellence in our workplaces, our wingmen, our teammates,
places
and times: a kind word, a hand-written note, a handin our families and in ourselves. Did we achieve our goals?
shake or a formal write-up. Airmen and wingmen have a proud
Did we help each other to reward or recognize individuals who
tradition of doing these things for each other.
achieved excellence? Did I achieve excellence and acknowledge it in
Second, I realized I had been trained, immersed and coached in
others?
an Air Force culture that promoted and allowed recognition of indiAs I answered these questions and others in reflecting on my
vidual excellence and team excellence; a culture in which the two were
successes and failures this past year, I remembered a situation in
not mutually exclusive; and a culture in which rewarding it encourages it. I
December of 2003 that reinforced some lessons about recognizing and
had taken this for granted, and now I agree with it and appreciate it even more.
rewarding individual excellence. I had taken command of a squadron with memThird, our pursuit of individual excellence must be aligned with our team’s
bers from 13 nations four months earlier and was surprised that I didn’t find a current or historical unit program to recognize outstanding performers. I set out to cor- pursuit of excellence. To benefit our country, we must pursue our core value of
excellence just as strongly for our teams and institutions as we do for ourselves.
rect that.
So as I send my mess dress to the dry cleaners to prepare for the next set of
To lay out a vision, I proposed to the international leadership in the squadron
— several flight commanders, senior NCOs and field grade officers — what I award ceremonies, I am reminded to keep individual excellence and recognition in
thought was a modest “crawl-walk-run” plan for nominating, selecting and reward- its context, the team context. We must encourage and reward individual excellence
in formal and informal ways that keep us focused on the team goals. Our country
ing outstanding performers. I was totally unprepared for their reaction.
Not only did they not want it, (“so much for consensus,” I thought) but they deserves nothing less.
E-3A Aircrew Training Squadron commander
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Studies, from Page 1
Members of Peterson Air Force base would like to
congratulate the following Technical Sergeants on their
graduation from the Peterson NCO Academy March 31.
John Levitow Award, Denise O’conner, U. S. Air
Force Academy; Commandant and Distinguished
Graduate Awards , Kim Korber, Air Reserve Personnel
Center; Academic and Distinguished Graduate
Awards, David Sullins, Hill AFB; Distinguished
Graduates; Richard Bottass, Hill AFB; Stacy Glatt,
Malmstrom AFB; Robert Heppler, Fairchild AFB;
Robert Long, Peterson AFB; Shawn Minyon, Fort
Carson; Anthony Rincon, Schriever AFB; Holly
Santwire, Hill AFB; Erwin Tarr, Malmstrom AFB and
Goeffrey Torres, Peterson AFB.
From Buckley AFB: John Azbell, Robert Barton,
Scott Golling, Chang Han, James Herring and
Margaret McFerren.
From Cheyenne Mountain AFS: David Hodd.
From Eielson AFB: Edward Rouleau.
From F.E. Warren AFB: Miles Bouck, Edmund
Brown, Jason Cook, Patrick Gillin, Craig Granger,
Dennis Hayes, Laura Hoy, Noel LeMay, Richard Prior,
Andre Sheppard and Donald Walk.
From Fairchild AFB: Mark Castorena, Scott
Farrel, Patrick Hunt, Jason Lapolt, William Linder,
William Mcquown, Johnny Payne, William Sharon
and Vincent Winer.
From Fort Lewis: Gregory Healy.
From Hill AFB: Larry Ambrose, Melissa Austin,
Dwight Beck, Kimberly Beynum, Deanna Castro,
Donald Chaffin, David Cobb, Gregory Czarnecki,
Jonathon Davis, Andrew Davis, Donald Greenwall,
Eric Lescarbeau, Greg Pool, Charles Slezak, Jane
Solosabal, Joel Steed, Todd Stowe, David VanWinkle

and Donald Williams.
From Malmstrom AFB: Jamie Buck, Charles
Keen, Jeffrey Lynn, Jason Mcmichael, Andrew Miller,
Sydney Parker, Jay Powers, Derrick Raynor, Allen
Schmelzer, Jimmy Stevens and Jeffrey Turner.
From McChord AFB: Malcolm Beegle, Douglas
Cox, Christopher Dail, Allen Davis, Brian Hobson,
Glen Johnson, Timothy Jones, Gary Knutson, Clover
Littleton, Keith Mason, Monica McKinney, Kerry
Miller, Marvin Mosley, Lorenzo Rehberg, David Ryle
and Kurt Shepard.
From McConnell AFB: Perry Bolander, Stayezek
Coleman, Michelle Henderson, Wayne Kiefer, Noel
Lumanog, Jeremy Polk, Richard Sloup, Kenneth
Smith, Joey Thompson, Donald Tipton, Stephanie
Wolpink and Lisa Yarber.
From the Minnesota Air National Guard: Daniel
Schaefer.
From the Oregon ANG: Truhan Brown and
Michael Cooper.
From Peterson AFB: Scott Bergeski, Shanna
Carlson, Scott Crump, Daniel Culbertson, Clinton
Deeley, Dustin Denny, Christopher Earnest, Eric
Gemmell, Fred Itule, Leslie Jackson, Patricia Kimble,
Timothy Lisi, Ronald Merrill, Dustin Mohr, Christina
Powell, Sharon Ratliff, James Robb, John Slusher,
David Verberg, Marcus Webb And Brian Worth.
From Schriever AFB: Roderick Samson and
Julian West.
From Travis AFB: Bessie Slaton and Lee Ann
Stephan.
From USAFA: Judith Allison, Rickey Haman,
Denise Oconnor, Donald Slider and Timothy
Underwood.

professional space cadre concerned with the advancement of space systems design, development, operation
and application. The consortium is committed to
building and maintaining a community of higher education institutions and other non-profit institutions
supporting this broad objective and the overall space
effort through the sharing and advancement of knowledge.
Air Force Space Command’s Mission Support
Directorate selects students for Space 200 attendance.
For course information, check the NSSI Website at
www.TheNSSI.com.

ACE recommendations:
SPACE 200: 5 Graduate Semester Hours
2 – space mission design
2 – space mission design (lab)
1 – space systems
NAVOPS AST: 2 Undergrad Semester
Hours // 10 Graduate level Semester Hours
BA/Assoc level: 2 hours –
principles of instruction
Graduate level: 3 hours –
navigational systems (space based)
3 hours – space ops management (lab)
1 hour — space issue research paper
3 hours – space modeling and simulation
(Story courtesy of Air Force Space
Command News Service)
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Strikes aren't always bad
Team Pete kegler bowls
perfect 300 game
Story and Photo by Tech. Sgt. Kevin Allen
Staff writer

Perfection … a word often used but rarely
attained. Senior Airman Chuck Kropog, 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron structures journeyman, recently
displayed this virtue by bowling a perfect 300 game at
the Peterson Bowling Center March 24.
For those unaware of what a 300 represents, it
means a bowler has rolled 12 consecutive strikes in
one game. This rare feat topped off an impressive
month for this right-handed master of consistency.
During the first week of March, Kropog rolled an
impressive 819 series during intramural league play,
shooting 276-255-288 in the three-game set. Although
his average is more than 200 in both his leagues, this
level of performance is quite extraordinary. When
asked about the pressures of executing at this level, his
response was equally rare. It was about teamwork and
consistency, and a little to do with the past.
“I’ve felt more anxious trying to pull out a win
for my team in the 10th frame than I did over the
300. With the 800, I felt more pressure because I had
to get breaks for three consecutive games instead of
just 12 frames,” he said. “I think the best feeling
about the 819 series was the lanes I threw it on had
a (high series) record that was there since 1997.” As
he eclipsed some local history, Kropog was reminiscent about his beginnings and their possible effects
on his current abilities.
“My parents met in a bowling center in
Jacksonville, Fla. The night I came home from the
hospital, I was at the bowling center with my parents.

Senior Airman Chuck Kropog, 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron structures journeyman, bowled a
perfect 300 game March 24.

With their help I was rolling a ball before I could
walk,” he said.
The early start yielded excellent results. Kropog

now has two sanctioned 300 games; the other occurred
at last year’s Colorado state tournament and two sanctioned 800 series. He held the high average for last
season at the Peterson Bowling Center with a 217.
Ever humble, he attributes his continued success
to those around him.
“When I first arrived here in 2001, I was greeted
by Rich Otto, who later became my doubles partner in
all the tournaments I bowled in. I was looking for a
team when he told me about a team looking for a
bowler on Thursday nights. I’m forever grateful for that
opportunity because I have met so many new friends,
and with the competition here, I have raised my bowling to another level,” he said. “A special thanks to
Danny Butcher and his staff for the great facility they
have and the way they treat their customers.”
Danny Butcher, the bowling center manager,
had his own praise for the young striker. “He’s
turned in to a great bowler. I’ve watched him for the
last three or four years, and what I like about him
most is he knows the lanes and oil patterns. Some
people get lucky and throw a 300, but Chuck knows
what he’s doing, and can change to meet the conditions,” Mr. Butcher said.
Very soon, Kropog will experience more
change, as he’s due to attend Air Force recruiter
school, but he doesn’t plan to let that special duty slow
him down.
“I’m going to keep bowling and hopefully get
involved with the Air Force bowling team. One day, I’d
like to get on the professional bowler’s tour. I know
that’s off in the future, but I’m still looking at it as an
option,” he said.
Regardless of where he lands in his career as
an Airman, Chuck Kropog definitely has his feet on
the ground and is well established as a perfectionist
on the lanes.
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Housing career off the market
to continue working.
“I really enjoyed my job and they
didn’t want me to go,” Ms. Miller said.
The housing manager for Peterson “I worked my way up to the top. I was
Air Force Base retired after serving 39 just in the right place at the right time.
Housing referral was my favorite part of
years of civil service Saturday.
Colleen Miller, a Colorado the job, I liked the one on one contact I
Springs native, began her civil service had with the troops and I let them know
career in 1966 at Ent Air Force Base, we care.”
Carl Patty, housing management
now the Olympic Training Center,
working in civilian personnel. In 1977, assistant, has worked with Miss Miller
she was assigned to the housing office since 1983 and said she is an incredible
here as a housing referral assistant and person to work with.
“She taught me everything I know
was promoted to housing manager in
1983. During her tenure here, she pro- about housing,” Mr. Patty said. She’s
vided housing for 15 Base Civil one of the most knowledgeable people
Engineers and more than 150 general I’ve ever met in dealing with housing.
She also has phenomenal writing skills.
and flag officers.
She has seen the transformation I always said when she retired she could
and improvements made to housing make a living as a writer.”
Miss Miller doesn’t plan on writhere. The addition of carpet to housing
units, complete renovations, appliance ing her first novel right away, but does
upgrades and improved traffic flow have things she’s looking forward to.
“I’m looking forward to enjoying
plans.
Miss Miller became eligible for some time with my family, they all live
retirement three years ago, but decided here,” Ms. Miller said. “I also want to
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Tech Sgt. Kevin Allen

Colleen Miller receives her Certificate of Service from David Clapp, 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron deputy commander.

take a trip to San Francisco. I haven’t
been there in a while and I love the city.”
Miss Miller said she’ll also help
her sister, Collette Wright, Prudential
Professional Brokers realtor, with some

administrative work at her office.
As Ms. Miller begins her retirement, she said the one thing she will
miss the most is dealing with the residents.

The U.S. Air Force Academy hosts the Tuskegee Airman Celebration Banquet, April 29 at
Arnold Hall at the USAFA. The guest speaker is retired Colonel Frederick Gregory, NASA
acting administrator. The dress for the banquet is the service dress uniform for military
members and civilians should dress to the equivalent. Reservations are due April 18.
For information, call Greg Williams at 333-1984.

I t ’s f u n t o
pla y a t th e . . .

Photos by Sgt. Shauna McRoberts

Children play with a toy in a child-care room at the Southeast Family Center and Armed Services YMCA. Members get up
to two hours of free child-care a day and many of the activities also come with free child-care.

Few people can truly understand the stress of military families
unless they have been in the situation themselves.
High operational tempos, including deployments and exercises, keep Airmen busy and often away from families for long periods of time. This puts added stress on children and spouses and
many family members might feel like they have few options to help
relieve some of this stress.
Yet, just five miles from Peterson is the Southeast Family Center
and Armed Services YMCA. This center is dedicated to helping military families and offers a plethora of programs for children and
adults. Although the center is also open to civilians, it is geared
toward members of the military and their family members, according
to Barb Nelson, executive director for the Southeast Family Center
and Armed Services YMCA.
“Our main focus is families and keeping them healthy. Families
that play together stay together,” she said.
For children, the center provides plenty of opportunities for
play, including a rock-climbing wall, an indoor pool with a slide and
a large play structure. Each month, the center also holds a “kids
adventure day” for $5 per child ages six to 10. Children who participate can enjoy activities ranging from swimming, ice skating, bowling and hiking.
For older children, ages eight to 18, there is a computer clubhouse that kids can join for $10 a year. The clubhouse allows schoolage children to learn more about computers to include rebuilding
them, designing software and games and making videos and sound

videos, from 3:30 to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday.
“We like to provide a lot of variety for children at the center,”
Ms. Nelson said.
Adults are also offered a wide range of activities to partake in,
both with and without children. Craft, fitness, quilting and ceramic classes are just a few of the opportunities adults can sign up for
and each program comes with free child-care. Many of the classes
are offered at other community outreach centers in Colorado
Springs, including Deerfield and Meadows Park where you don’t
have to be a member to participate. Sign-up is still at the Southeast
YMCA, however.
Adults can also take advantage of Mom’s Day Out and Parents’
Day Out, where the center watches children ages six months to 12
years for three hours, so parents can enjoy some times to themselves.
The days are featured monthly on Friday nights or Saturday afternoons at the Southeast YMCA, and on a Wednesday from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Deerfield or Meadows Park. The cost is $4 for E-5 and
below and $5 for E-6 and above.
“The cost is low, which makes it affordable for junior enlisted,” said Nelson. “We want to be able to give parents a little bit of
a break, especially during deployments and we want couples to go
out and have fun.”
Something parents and children can enjoy together are holiday
meals at Christmas, Easter, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. On
Halloween and New Year’s Eve, there are special events open to military families as well. Holiday meals are prepared by the center’s staff

and families can enjoy the holidays without the stress of cooking.
The center also features Friday Family Fun Nights on the second
and fourth Friday of each month; starting at 6:30 p.m., families can
enjoy a full dinner, followed by full use of the center’s facilities until
9:30 p.m. The cost is $2 for adults and $1.50 for children. The fourth
Friday also includes a movie in the pool.
“We’re trying to keep families strong by giving them different
opportunities at the YMCA,” Ms. Nelson said.
There are other benefits at the center designed specifically to
aid military families, to include parenting, stress management,
wellness and financial responsibility classes. The classes come
with free child-care.
“We know the needs of military families are different than other
families, and we are here to ‘serve those who serve America,’” Ms.
Nelson said.
The programs offered at the outreach centers, Friday Family
Fun Nights, Parent’s Day Out and Kid’s Adventure Days are offered
at a low fee to military families only. Airmen don’t need to be
YMCA members to be eligible. The pool at the Southeast Center is
open to the public for $5.25 for adults and $3.75 for children. There
are also membership privileges to the YMCA, which come with full
access to the center.
For information or to find out specific dates for activities, call
the Southeast Family Center and Armed Services YMCA at 6229622. The center is located at 2190 Jet Wing Dr. in Colorado Springs.
(Information courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer)

Military membership rates
• Young adult (18 to 24)/military: $30 a
month. Applies to E-5 and below, regardless
of age. It is not a family membership.
• Adult (25 to 64): $42 a month. This
membership is for one adult and includes two
hours a day of free child-care while in the
center. The children are not eligible to participate in other activities in the center.
• Single parent/military family: $50 a
month. Applies to any military family E-5 and
below. Also to any family with a deployed
member, regardless of rank. Full access for all
family members
• Family: $72 a month. For all families, E6 and up, where no one is deployed and both
parents are present. Full access for all family
members.
For all members, there is a 30-day
money back guarantee and no contract of
any kind. Membership can also be cancelled
at any time.
Financial assistance is also available for
anyone who might need it based on a qualifying financial assistance scale. No one will be
turned away for financial reasons.

ABOVE: The entire second floor of the center is dedicated to fitness. Cardio and weight machines are available as well as
free weights and rooms for organized aerobics and other fitness classes.
BELOW: Children and adults alike can enjoy the center’s large indoor pool. The pool also features play structures and a
water slide.
Children have a ball on the large play structure.

Facility hours
• Monday to Friday 5:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
• Saturday
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Sunday
1 to 5 p.m.

Joshua Carrasco, 13, scales the climbing wall. The
wall doesn’t open until 4 p.m. and is very popular.
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For info about
base closures
and delayed
reporting, tune
in to one of
these stations.
Radio Stations
KOA-AM (850),
Denver
(KHOW, KTLK, KBPI,
KISS, KTCL, FOX,
KBCO)
KTLF-FM (90.5)
KRCC-FM (91.5)
KVOR (740 AM)
KKFM-FM (98.1)
KKMG-FM (98.9),
KBCZ, KVOR (NEWS
RADIO),
KSPZ-FM (92.9)
KYZX-FM (103.9)
KILO-FM (94.3)
KKLI-FM (106.3)
KCCY-FM (96.9)
KMOM (96.1)
KVUU-FM (99.9)
KKCS-FM (101.9)
AM (1460)
KRDO-FM (95.1)
KSKX-AM (1240)

TV Stations
KKTV-CH 11
KOAA-CH 5/30
KRDO-CH 13
(This list is subject to
change.)

Photo by Lisa Norman

But will it fly?
TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. — Col. Brian Dickerson sits astride the Air Force Chopper. The motorcycle made its Air Force
debut here recently. The 10-foot-long bike was modeled after the F/A-22 Raptor, complete with Air Force symbol rims, riveted gas
tank, Raptor exhausts and rear view mirrors in the shape of jets. It will be used at recruiting venues to draw awareness to special
events displays and aid in recruiting efforts, said Air Force Recruiting Service officials at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. Colonel
Dickerson is vice commander of the 325th Fighter Wing here. The motorcycle was built by Orange County Choppers Inc., in Rock
Tavern, N.Y.

One of nature’s most
awe-inspiring parks

P

Story and photos
by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

erhaps as a runner up to Pikes Peak, one of the most aweinspiring scenes in the local area is Garden of the Gods Park.
It’s one the wonders of nature, and if viewed from the front
entrance just off 30th Street, visitors can see Pikes Peak and
the famous red sandstone gateway rocks framing it at the same
time. These craggy red rocks reaching skyward were once horizontal layers of sandstone.
First glimpses of the Garden of the Gods rocks probably
look familiar as the scene is widely used in television advertisements, as backgrounds for newscasts, on newspaper mastheads or Christmas cards. But it’s an awesome sight in person
— especially early in the morning or just before sundown.
People from around the world are drawn to the sight yearround. They come to the Garden of Gods just to see it, photograph it, drive through it or hike its trails.
According to scientists, the red sandstone rocks once were
horizontal layers of rock, far below the surface. The continental
plates collided millions of years ago and forced the red layers
of rock upward.
The park area has had human visitors for more than 3,000
years. According to Ute oral history, its people have always
Small rock formations and evergreen trees compose a been there, holding encampments nearby.
As settlers came West following the Civil War, the Garden
scenic vista from the west side of Kissing Camels
rock formation.
of the Gods attracted tourists. Indeed, founder Gen. William
Palmer chose a valley just north of the Garden of the Gods to
make his home. Red rock formations are on his own property
in Queen’s Valley.
Some entrepreneurs took advantage of tourists,
charging a fee to see the rock formations or
to have pictures taken. But tickets are no
longer required — the Garden of the Gods
is a free park, thanks to Charles E.
Perkins and his heirs.
Perkins was a
railroad man —
president of the
Burlington
Railroad and a
friend of Palmer.
Palmer encouraged Perkins to
Balanced Rock is one of the most
buy some of the
photographed formations in the
Garden of the Gods Park.

See Garden,
Page 18

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.

Gateway Rocks frame Pikes Peak in the classic, much-photographed scene of the Garden of the Gods Park.
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Garden, from Page 17
Garden of the Gods property and Perkins
obtained 240 acres. He planned to build a summer home on the acreage but never did. He
opened his property to the public in 1879. After
his death, his heirs donated the park to the city
of Colorado Springs on the condition the park
remain free forever.
The best place to start a first visit to the
Garden of the Gods is at the visitor center, 1805
North 30th St. The visitor center is a private
enterprise outside the park and has free entry.
Visitors can learn about the geographical,
ecological and cultural history of the park while
in the center. A topography display helps visitors
comprehend the park’s structure and layout.
Pictorial displays introduce local and park history. Park wildlife is depicted in displays and interactive exhibits. Historic photographs show early
visitors to the Garden of the Gods.
A 12-minute film, “How Did Those Red
Rocks Get There?” is shown every half hour in
the center’s theater. The price is $2 for adults and
$1 for children; children under 4 are admitted
free. A discount coupon, buy one ticket, get one
free, can be downloaded from the Web site
GardenoftheGods.com.
The visitor center is open from 9 a.m. until 5
p.m. daily until Memorial Day. Throughout the
summer, daily hours are 9 a.m. until 8 p.m. The
visitor center is closed Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.
Programs focusing on wildlife, plants or history are presented at no cost in the visitor center.
Call the visitor center at 219-0108 to learn about
upcoming free programs.
Nature walks, lead by a guide, are scheduled
for 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. daily.
Moderate trails in the park range from onehalf to three miles and are shown on a trail map.
The visitor center has three gift shops.
T-shirts, caps and souvenirs are on the first
floor. The second floor main gift shop includes
a large collection of books about Colorado,
local sights and history. Many Colorado gifts
and souvenirs are sold, such as items made of
aspen wood. Garden of the Gods calendars,
coffee-table books and postcards are available
as well as rocks, geodes and crystals; stuffed
animals and gold-plated aspen leaves.
A cafeteria gift shop features Colorado food
products, cookbooks, jams and fudge.
Visitors get great views of the park from the
terrace, including a straight-on view of Gateway
Rocks and Pikes Peak.
The snack bar menu includes soup, cold and
hot sandwiches, including a buffalo burger. Soft
drinks are $1.50 for a 22-ounce size. Coffee, hot
chocolate, water and ice cream are available.

Just the Facts
•
•
•
•

Travel time
For ages
Type
Fun factor

half hour or less
all
natural park

HHHHH
(Out of 5 stars)

• Wallet damage free
$ = $20 or less
$$ = $21 to $40
$$$ = $41 to $60
$$$$ = $61 to $80
(Based on a family of four)

Park visitors walk past rock formations in
the Garden of the Gods.

No refreshments are available elsewhere in
the park although the Garden of the Gods
Trading Post has a cafe, just outside the park
on the south side near the Manitou Springs
The famous Kissing Camels formation can be
entrance. The cafe features buffalo burgers and
seen up close from a nearby parking lot.
other sandwiches and wood-fired pizza. There’s
seating inside or on the patio.
The Garden of the God Trading
Post has a gigantic selection of
T-shirts, Southwest decorative
items and gifts; rugs, paintings,
hats and souvenirs.
Horseback riding is popular in
the Garden of the Gods. Some riders
bring their own horses in trailers,
parking near South Garden Parking
Lot; others make arrangements with
Academy Riding Stables, 633-5667.
A small number of picnic tables
and grills are in the park at
Scotsman Picnic Area and South
The Garden of the Gods Visitor Center, just outside the
Spring Canyon Picnic Area near the park, faces the entrance.
trading post. These areas are shown
on the complimentary map available
at the visitor center.
Climbers also like the Garden
of the Gods, but there are strict
rules about climbing in the park.
Scrambling is prohibited —
defined as climbing more than 10
feet above the base of the valley —
without technical equipment.
Illegal climbers, usually without
proper equipment, are rescued every
summer. Some scramblers have fallen and have been seriously or fatally
injured. Scramblers are subject to
fines and/or jail time.
Park visitors learn about the history of Colorado Springs
Technical climbing is allowed for
in an exhibit inside the visitor center.
two or more trained climbers with
proper equipment who register at
the visitor center.
The Garden of the Gods is on
the west side of Colorado Springs
near Manitou Springs. The park
itself opens at 5 a.m. daily. In winter
the park closes at 9 p.m. In summer,
the park closes at 11 p.m.
It can be reached by taking
Interstate 25 north, to the Cimarron
exit (Highway 24) going west. Turn
north on 30th Street, following signs
to Garden of the Gods entrance.
A topography model of the Garden of the Gods is on the
(Courtesy of the Fort Carson
second floor of the visitor center, along with other disMountaineer)
plays, a gift shop and theater.
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Happenings

Tickets start at $22 at the box office, 576-2626.
Rob Becker’s “Defending the Caveman” is
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.
“The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe,” an
Imagination Celebration production, is in the Pikes
Peak Center Tuesday at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10, call
520-SHOW.
The Pikes Peak Center is at 190 S. Cascade Ave.
Parking is streetside or in a garage behind the center
($5 fee).

The end of skiing season in Colorado is just
ahead at many resorts. Go online at
ColoradoRandR.com or call the office at the Air Force
Academy, 333-7367 or toll free (877) 517-3381 for
upcoming specials for active duty military and families. For instance, ski free at Steamboat Springs
Saturday through April 9; get discounted lodging at
Breckenridge, Keystone, Copper Mountain and Vail,
subject to availability.
Call or go online for more information or to book Disney on Ice
a reservation.
Mickey and Minnie’s Magical Journey, by
Disney on Ice, is in the Colorado Springs World Arena
Academy theater
“The Passing Zone” is at 7:30 p.m. April 23 in Wednesday through April 10. Shows are at 7:30 p.m.
Arnold Hall Theater at the Academy. Call the box Thursday - Saturday. There are shows at 11:30 a.m.
office at 333-4497. Theater guests should enter the and 3:30 p.m. Saturday, and at 1 and 5 p.m. Sunday.
Call 576-2626; tickets are $16 and $19.75, but there’s
Academy at the North Gate Exit.
a military discount for children’s tickets. Buy one adult
World Arena venue
This year’s Professional Bull Riders U.S. Army ticket, get one half-price child’s ticket by showing milInvitational is at the Colorado Springs World Arena itary identification at the box office.

19

www.RoyalGorgeRoute.com or call (888)-724-5748.
The train leaves from the Santa Fe Depot in Cañon City.

Rembrandt’s etchings
The White Galleries of the Sango de Cristo Art
Center at 210 N. Santa Fe in Pueblo has several collections of art displayed, including “Rembrandt: The
Moreschim Collection” of etchings through April 23.
Admission is $4 for adults and $3 for children, and
admits visitors to Buell Children’s Museum as well.

Military day at Elitches

The annual “Joining Forces Event” at Elitches
Six Flags in Denver is April 16, from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., when the amusement park is open only for military. Buy tickets in advance at the Information,
Tickets and Registration office in the Outdoor
Recreation Center on post and at Peterson Air Force
Base Information, Tickets and Tours office for $18.
All tickets purchased on military installations for
this event include a meal at the park.
Remember to have $9 cash for the parking lot
Royal
Gorge
Train
fee
at
Elitch’s. The park opens for the season April
April 15 to 17. Tickets are $25; call 576-2626. There’s
The
Royal
Gorge
train
has
started
its
season
trips
23,
when
regular admission is $37.99 for anyone
a free block party in downtown Colorado Springs on
are
at
12:30
p.m.Saturdays
and
Sundays
or
book
a
taller
than
48 inches high. Children’s tickets will be
Tejon Street, from 5:30 to 11 p.m., April 14 with
gourmet
dinner
trip
at
5
p.m.
Go
online
at
$21.99.
music, fun and a live bull.
Michael W. Smith is in the World Arena April 19.
Tickets are on sale, 576-2626.
The arena is at 3185 Venetucci Blvd., near
Tinseltown theater. Parking is $5 for each event.

Pueblo’s art center theater
The Sangre de Cristo theater at 210 N. Santa Fe
in Pueblo hosts “The Passing Zone” 7:30 p.m. April
22, tickets are $20. The box office phone is (719) 2957222.

Pikes Peak Center
“Peter and the Wolf,” presented as part of the
Colorado Springs Philharmonic Family Series, is at
2:30 p.m. Sunday Call 520-7469 for tickets.
Activities in the lobby start an hour before curtain
time. Tickets start at $9.
“Sweet Adelines” four-part a capella harmony
show of champions is 8 p.m. Saturday. Call 520-7452
for tickets. The Artie Shaw Orchestra, directed by Dick
Johnson, is in the center Wednesday.

Team Pete
around the
globe

The 21st Space Wing
operates 15 weapon
systems, comprises 44 units in 26
locations in four
countries, and spans
nine
time
zones
throughout the world.
Team
Pete
has
64
deployed members supporting various operations across
the globe. The 21st Space Wing makes
up 27 of those members.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Airman Medal of Honor
heroes, part 2
Answers on page 23

ACROSS
1. Kingdom
6. _ __ carte; separate menu
items
9. Castle savers
14. Ancient Mexican
15. ___ Abner
16. White heron
17. False
18. Mork & Mindy actress

Dauber
19. Tribulation
20. Aleutian Island occupied by
Japan in WWII
21. Health org.
22. Ambition
23. USAF reservist, in short
25. Christmas egg drink
27. Rubbernecks
30. Goals

34. Ancient Hebrew coin
35. Run an ____; perform a
task
37. Henry VIII’s last wife
Catherine
38. Cultivated
39. Quiver fillers
42. Adage
44. American frontiersman, folk
hero Boone
46. Complemented
47. Mekong Delta inhabitant
48. USAF E-2
49. Assignment
52. USA ally during Vietnam
conflict
54. Info
58. Sauce or pepper starter
59. Pipe bomb, etc., in short
60. Sink heavily
62. Hall of Fame pitcher Ryan
63. Gun lobby
64. Beauty product maker
_____ Lauder
65. Replaces
66. Woman
67. MOH recipient Capt. Gerald
O. ____

DOWN
1. Naive
2. American writer Pound
3. One small child (two words)
4. Christian season of fasting
5. MOH recipient Maj. Thomas
B. ____, Jr.
6. First letters of Greek alphabet
7. Actor Neeson
8. ____ Joy candy bar

9. MOH recipient 2d. Lt. William
E. ____, Jr.
10. Shrek was one
11. Opera highlight
12. Short-necked freshwater
ducks
13. A MO airport code
24. Bugs Bunny voice Blanc
26. Mining result
27. Glass splinter
28. ___ cotta; ceramic wares
29. Ohio city
31. Lingo
32. Homer’s wife
33. Golfer Sam
34. Health resort
36. An OK airport code
40. MOH recipient Maj.
Raymond H. ______
41. Ocean part
42. Chinese dish dim ___
43. MOH recipient Capt. Darrell
R. ____
45. MOH recipient Maj. Charles
J. ____, Jr.
46. Summer foot wear
49. Holier-than-____; superior
attitude
50. Hurts
51. Wing’s leading edge movable, auxiliary airfoil
53. Designer Wang
55. Too
56. Nobel Peace Prize winner
Desmond
57. Prayer ender
58. CSAF naval equivalent
61. Wooden pin
(Courtesy of Alaskan
Command Public Affairs)

noteworthy
To submit information
for the base calendar, email
space.observer@peterson.af.mil

April is alcohol
awareness month
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AROUND PETE
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Friday, April 8

Friday, April 8

Friday, April 15

Pope John Paul II
Memorial Mass
noon at Peterson
Chapel

Cyber Cafe Ribbon
cutting - 5 p.m. at
building 1164
dormitory courtyard

Tax
Day

Saturday, April 16

Friday, April 22

Saturday, April 30

Elitch Gardens
Military
Appreciation
Day

Earth Day

Sky Sox
Air Force
Appreciation Night
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ARAGON DINING FACILITY MENU
Today
Lunch:
Orange-Spiced
Chops*
Liver with Onions
Tempura Fried Fish
Rissole Potatoes
Rice Steamed
Broccoli
Peas and Carrots
Wax Beans

Dinner:
Mr. Z Baked Chicken*
Pepper Steak
Pasta Primavera
Mashed Potatoes
Rice Steamed
Mixed Vegetables.
Fried Okra
Greenbeans

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Baked Fish
Beef and Corn Pie
Roast Turkey
Franconia
Potatoes
Pea and Pepper
Rice
Corn on the Cob
Stewed Tomatoes
Mustard Greens

Simmered Corn
Beef
Pineapple Chicken
Yankee Pot Roast
Crispy Potato
Wedges
Simmered Potatoes
Fried Cabbage
Carrots
Black Eye Peas

Savory Baked
Chicken*
Swedish
Meatballs
Creole Shrimp
Baked Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Cream Corn
Asparagus
Squash, Steamed

Baked Fish*
Hungarian
Goulash
BBQ Chicken
Parsley Butter
Potatoes
Rice Steamed
Vegetable Stir Fry
Baked Beans
Cream Corn

Oven Fried Fish
Cantonese Spareribs
Grilled Mustard
Chicken Breasts
Macaroni and
Cheese Baked
Boiled Egg Noodles
Peas
Fresh Sweet
Potatoes
Broccoli Combo

Stir Fry Beef with
Broccoli
Turkey Nuggets
Steak, Loin Strip
Sauce Mushroom
and Onion
Baked Potatoes
Rice Pilaf
Corn on the Cob
Frozen Green
Beans

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Chili Mac
Beef, Canelloni
Southern Fried
Chicken
Cottage Fried
Potatoes
Mashed Potatoes
Squash, Steamed
Glazed Carrots
Frozen Style Peas

Pot Roast
Baked Stuff Fish
Roast Loin Of Pork
Oven Brown
Potatoes
Rice, Steamed
Cauliflower Combo
Succotash
Green Beans with
Mushroom

Country Capt
Chicken
Meat Loaf
Turkey a La King
Rice Steamed
Mashed Potatoes
Harvard Beets
Mustard Greens
Okra/Tomato
Gumbo

Teriyaki Chicken
Veal Parmesan
Salmon Cakes
Filipino Rice
Parsley Buttered
Potatoes
Fried Cabbage
Succotash
Mixed Vegetables

Lasagna
Chicken Parmesan
Hot Italian Sausage
Green Peppers
and Onions
Jefferson Noodles
Potatoes Au Gratin
Stewed Tomatoes
Broccoli
Cauliflower

Lemon-Herb
Chicken
BBQ Spareribs
Stuffed Pork Chops
Scalloped Potatoes
Rice, Steamed
Cauliflower Combo
Mexican Corn
Tempura Vegetables

Hours of Operation: Weekdays/Weekends: Breakfast 5:30 – 8 a.m.; Lunch 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Dinner 4 – 6 p.m.;
Holidays/Down days: Supper 11 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.; All carry out times 7 – 9 p.m.
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Baseball, from Page 1
tions are complete.
There was a definite Air Force and military
community flavor to the event which had representatives from Peterson and Fort Carson taking part in pregame activities.
As fans arrived at the stadium they were treated
to musical selections from the Air Force band of the
Rockies. Fans stopped on there way into the stadium
to soak in the smooth sounds of the Air Force band,
thanking the group members as they left to enter the
stadium.
Once inside the stadium there was no doubt the
military community was well represented. Just inside
the field down the left field line, the Fort Carson
Mounted Color Guard and their horses stood at attention waiting for their part of the pre-game festivities.
Lt. Gen. Daniel Leaf, AFSPC deputy commander, was greeted by and greeted many of the local area
dignitaries and representatives from both teams along
the first base dugout.
Rai Henniger, Sky Sox senior vive president of
marketing addressed the crowd prior to the singing of
the National Anthem and said it was a pleasure to be
able to share the day with the military and civilian
communities.
“We are again privileged to have the military
here to help us open the new season. We want to thank
General Leaf and Col. Resty for coming out to help us
celebrate the day and the beginning of the new baseball season. We are always happy to have our military
fans here at the stadium and we want to thank you for
all you are doing in support of our country,” said Mr.
Henniger
The honor of throwing out the first pitch of the

Photo by Walt Johnson

General Leaf gets ready to throw out the first pitch before the Military Appreciation Night Sky
Sox game against their parent team, the Colorado Rockies.
game went to General Leaf. After the first pitch the
color guard rode proudly onto the field and saluted
smartly as the Fort Carson singing group, Harmony in
Motion sang the national anthem.

After all the pre-game festivities came to an end
it was time for the fans of the Colorado Springs community to sit back and enjoy the game and the Sky Sox
did not disappoint earning a 5-1 decision.

www.peterson.af.mil
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Answers to the puzzle from page 17

Enlisted Against Drunk Driving

Let’s get er’ done!

Photo by Larry Hulst

Col. Jay Santee, 21st Space Wing vice commander, Col. Douglas Hine, 21st Mission Support Group commander, Lt. Col. Terry Watkins, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron commander, Matthew Satter, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Rocky Mountain Area, Scott Gregory, Bryan Construction, Inc., and Robert Dixon,
21st CES project manager, break ground Friday on the 56,000 square foot addition to the Mission
Support Facility.

Protecting you and your family members by providing a safe

.

alternative to drinking and driving
Please call us!

Fri. - Sat. 10 p.m. - 3 a.m.
Phone: 719-556-6384 or 55 NO DUI

