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Combatant command senior enlisted Bioenvironmental
Engineering Reports
leaders gather for first conference
Water Quality

By Mike Puleo
21st Medical Group, environmental program manager

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen

Senior enlisted leaders of United States unified combatant commands recently attended the
first Combatant Command Senior Enlisted Leader Conference at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. Left
to right are Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. William Kinney of U.S. Pacific Command, Command Sgt. Maj.
Michael Bartelle of U.S. European Command, Command Sgt. Maj. Mark Ripka of U.S. Joint
Forces Command, Chief Master Sgt. Curtis Brownhill of U.S. Central Command, Command Sgt.
Maj. Michael Balch of U.S. Southern Command, Master Chief Petty Officer William Nissen of U.S.
Strategic Command and conference host Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. D. Scott Frye of North American
Aerospace Defense Command and U.S. Northern Command.

By Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen
NORAD - USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

Several of the U.S. military’s highest-placed
enlisted war fighters recently met in Colorado for the
first Combatant Command Senior Enlisted Leader
Conference.
Senior enlisted leaders from United States unified combatant commands attended the conference,
which was themed “Layered Global Defense” and
hosted by Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. D. Scott Frye, senior enlisted leader of North American Aerospace
Defense Command and U.S. Northern Command at
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. Attendees represented
U.S. Strategic Command, U.S. Central Command, U.S.
European Command, U.S. Joint Forces Command,
U.S. Pacific Command and U.S. Southern Command.
The senior enlisted leaders of U.S. Transportation
Command and U.S. Special Operations Command
were unable to attend.
Sergeant Maj. Frye said that while the members
of this group often see each other at events and meet-
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ings, this was the first conference held just for them.
“This crowd has never, ever gotten together just
solely as a group of combatant command senior enlisted (leaders),” he said. “This is a historic event. It is the
very first conference of its kind for this particular
group.”
The conference was designed “to share in great
detail the mission sets associated with both NORAD
and USNORTHCOM and, at the same time, be able to
get theater updates” from each of the command enlisted leaders, Frye said.
Five of the nine U.S. combatant commands are
“regional,” that is, they have geographical areas of
responsibility. The lines where those geographical
areas come together – for instance, where the eastern
edge of USPACOM meets the western edge of
USNORTHCOM – are called “seams.”
It’s important to understand those seams, said
Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. William Kinney of USPACOM. “Of course, USNORTHCOM’s our “ally” over
here on the eastern side,” he said. “It’s probably the
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Base employees can get the facts about the water
they drink from the recently released Colorado
Springs Utilities 2005 Water Quality Report (reporting period Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2004).
This report is designed to inform the public
about the quality water and services CSU delivers to
the city’s population, including Peterson Air Force
Base.
According to CSU, the drinking water continually meets or surpasses state and federal standards for
drinking water.
CSU, as well as the 21st Medical Group’s
Bioenvironmental Engineering flight, tests the water
consumed throughout the base. CSU tests water at its
source, and in the city distribution system.
BE tests water at 14 different sampling locations
each month for contamination that could occur in the
Peterson section of the distribution system, especially
microbiological contaminants. The sample sites
include both base child development centers, the dining facility, and several base homes. All samples
reported negative for the presence of bacteria.
On April 26, 2004, the BE staff collected lead

See Water, Page 8
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Airman 1st Class Christin Carter, 21st Medical
Group bio-environmental engineer apprentice,
verifies the chlorine level in the water is at an
acceptable level at the Child Development Center.

Cannon Fire!
11 blank rounds to be
fired Friday
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DOD evaluates forces, develops plan to shape future
By Tech. Sgt. Jennifer Thibault
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

A Department of Defense program is looking at
its forces to propose how to best shape them for future
roles.
The 2005 Quadrennial Defense Review is
already underway and will consider four focus areas
that will drive capabilities development and force
planning: building partnerships to defeat terrorist
extremist networks, defending the homeland in depth,
shaping the choices of countries at strategic crossroads
and preventing the acquisition or use of weapons of
mass destruction by hostile state or non-state actors.
“While the QDR is being led by the Office of the
Secretary of Defense, each of the services is playing a
key role in the review,” said Col. Robert Rego, Air
Force Space Command Individual Mobilization
Augmentee to the director of plans and programs.
“For us in AFSPC it’s about providing tailored

and responsive space capabilities. Space is inherently
global, providing capabilities to combatant commanders across the full spectrum of conflict. If we get it
right we will be more secure and less likely to fight,”
said Lt. Gen. Dan Leaf, Air Force Space Command
vice commander.
Throughout this process, each service will
explain its ability to meet the combatant commanders’
warfighting requirements in reference to the four focus
areas named earlier. To aid in this process the command plans and programs analysis division developed
a Space Capabilities Mapping Tool.
“We realized space systems and capabilities were
not well understood across the Air Force or the other
services. As a result, we developed the SCMT to help
decision makers better understand the value of space
systems and capabilities,” said Col. Thomas Walker,
AFSPC Space Analysis Division chief.
The tool’s utility is two-fold.
“It facilitates first-order determination of space

contributions to a given problem or issue and as an
evolving tool, it can be used as a framework to explore
more comprehensive QDR planning efforts, Colonel
Walker said.
“The goal is to get the most bang for the buck
while at the same time meeting the warfighters’ full
range of requirements. Obviously a high priority is
providing these capabilities while at the same time
minimizing duplication,” Colonel Walker said.
The QDR will formulate how to best shape the
services to ensure they work together in direct support
of national security efforts.
“We’re one big team and everyone has a role.
We’ll only be able to provide for the common defense
if we play as a team – leveraging off the strengths of
each service while at the same time reducing duplication,” General Leaf said.
The QDR will take a 20-year outlook and is
expected to be submitted to Congress early next year.

Lieutenant receives national recognition for contribution to space program
By Michael Kleiman
Air Force Research Laboratory Space Vehicles
Directorate Public Affairs

First Lt. Eric Hansen, Air Force
Research Laboratory, Space Vehicles
Directorate, won the Rotary National
Award for Space Achievement
Foundation Stellar Award in the earlycareer employee category, up to age 33,
for his role in developing the miniaturized vibration isolation system for the
Joint Warfighting Space Demonstration-1/RoadRunner satellite.
Since arriving at Kirtland Air
Force Base in January 2004, he has
served as Deputy, Advanced Spacecraft
Dynamics and Controls, Spacecraft
Component Technology Center of
Excellence Branch, Spacecraft Technology Division. “To me, it is a huge honor.
Being a relatively young officer, I was
pretty shocked to be the only military
winner in the individual category,” 1st
Lt. Hansen said.
Following graduation from Loyola
Marymount University, Los Angeles,
Calif., with a bachelor’s degree in
mechanical engineering, he served in
the private sector for five years at The
Boeing Company. During that time

Photo taken by Michael Kleiman

First Lt. Eric Hansen, Air Force Research Laboratory, Space Vehicles
Directorate, works on the miniaturized vibration isolation system, which will
isolate the optical imaging telescope from on-orbit vibration on the Joint
Warfighting System Demonstration-1 RoadRunner satellite scheduled for
space flight in late 2005 or early 2006.

frame, he worked on projects involving
the International Space Station and
Space Shuttle programs. The Colorado
native, however, wanted to become a
pilot so he joined the Air Force.
After participating in undergraduate pilot training for one year, 1st Lt.
Hansen decided to return to the frontiers

of space. “I am still actively working on
the miniaturized vibration isolation system for RoadRunner, and will be integrating it into the spacecraft soon,” he
said. “I also am managing 10 small business innovative research projects for the
Space Vehicles Directorate.”
His civilian supervisor, Kyle

Henderson, group lead for Advanced
Spacecraft Dynamics and Controls, nominated him for the RNASA Foundation
Stellar Award, which recognizes an outstanding individual or team from industry and government who made significant contributions to the future of the
nation’s space program. A committee of
distinguished scientists, engineers, managers and academicians reviews the nominations for the three categories, earlycareer employees; mid-career employees,
age 34 to 50; and late career contributors,
those over age 51, and select the winners
based on achievements advancing future
space activities. 1st Lt. Hansen received
the honor during the annual National
Space Trophy Dinner held in Houston,
Texas, in April 2005.
Although his focus is cutting edge
technology, he remains committed and
passionate about space design and development occurring on the ground. “In my
current job, I get to see more of the
whole process. It’s very rewarding to
have an impact on the product’s development from its inception to its transition
to the spacecraft. This gives me a big picture sense of how my work contributes to
the development of our warfighting
capabilities,” 1st Lt. Hansen said.

A Moment in Time

June 12, 1948
Congress passes the Women's
Armed Service Integration Act,
establishing Women in the Air
Force.
June 14, 1912
Cpl. Vernon Burge became the
Army's first enlisted pilot.
June 17, 1968
The first C-9 Nightingale
aeromedical evacuation aircraft
ordered by Military Airlift
Command for airlift of patients
within the United States is rolled
out at McDonnell-Douglas
Corporation, Long Beach, Calif.
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Wild Hair :
The R eal S tory
Photo courtesy of the Peterson Air and Space Museum

Republic
Republic
Aircraft
Aircraft
P-47N
P-47N
Thunderbolt
Thunderbolt
SN:
SN: 444489425
89425

Circa 1955. At unknown location, this is the earliest known photo of Wild Hair.
Efforts are underway to identify the location of this photo.

Photo by Ernie Newman

Left to Right: Ed Mika, Museum volunteer dedicated hundreds of hours to this
restoration; Diane Vulcan, the graphic artist, formerly with the Base
Multimedia Center accomplished the rendering for the Wild Hair nose art and
Kurt Muller, who responsible for the return of Wild Hair to military control,
prepare to unveil Wild Hair at a dedication ceremony held Friday.

By Ernie Newman
Peterson Air & Space MuseumVolunteer

The P/F-47, Wild Hair, now displayed in the historic City Hangar, does
not have a combat record, but does have
a story to tell.
Our aircraft is part of the last
batch of P-47Ns produced by the
Republic Aviation plant in Farmingdale,
N. Y., after the end of World War II. It
was assigned the identification P-47N25-RE, SN: 44-89425; it was made
available on Oct. 5, 1945 and delivered
to the United States Army Air Force at
Scott Army Air Field, Gary, Ind. on Oct.
11, 1945.
For the next six years it meandered around the county with assignments at Independence, Kan.; Spokane,
Wash.; Hill Army Air Field, Utah; Dow
AFB, Maine; the Greater Pittsburgh
Airport, Pa. and then it was placed in
storage at Tinker AFB, Okla., on Dec.
10, 1951. Less than six months later,
Wild Hair was removed from storage
and on April 25, 1952 it is assigned to
the 198th Fighter Squadron, Puerto
Rico Air National Guard. Wild Hair
remained there until Dec. 1954, making
PRANG the last USAF operational unit
to fly the F-47. (NOTE: The prefix “P”
for Pursuit was changed to “F” for
Fighter in July 1948.) According to
Maxwell AFB Research Center records,
it went into storage again on Dec. 22,
1954. Interesting facts have now surfaced about Wild Hair, and this is the
writer’s opinion of the “Real Story.”

The Missing Years
The P/F-47s with the PRANG
were replaced by the F-86 in the mid1950s, and were dispersed around the
world for static display and other usage.
The Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio
received one, as did the Museum of
Speed in Daytona Beach, Fla. The
Central Intelligence Agency also
received a number of the aircraft.
An interesting side note here is
taken from the P-47 Pilots Association
Newsletter, August 1971. “One was
saved because one of the guard flyers
was chief of maintenance, and also head
of the aviation department at the local
vocational school. At the school he

organized an airframe and power plant
division, which, of course, needed
material to work with. “So,” he
explains, “I just turned one of the
doomed airplanes over to myself.”
When the Puerto Rico Air Guard celebrated its 20th Anniversary, it got this
Jug back and began the project of putting it back in flying condition.”
The exact whereabouts of Wild
Hair was a mystery from Dec. 1954 to
1969. It was at Stewart AFB, N.Y. and
Perrin AFB, Texas after 1969 where it
did “gate guard duty.” You are now
going to travel through time and be with
Wild Hair during those unknown years.
Wild Hair was an “N” model,
modified to add additional fuel cells
and other changes. This added fuel
capacity made this aircraft a “long
range” fighter aircraft. In 1950,
Sampson AFB, Geneva, N.Y., was
opened as a basic training facility. A
new runway was completed in 1954.
Although the runway was referred to as
Sampson, it was actually located on the
Seneca Army Depot facility near
Romulus – across the road from
Sampson. At one time there were 24
aircraft on display around the base. The
Peterson Air and Space Museum has a
picture of Wild Hair dated 1955 with a
pilot on board and in operation either
on a taxi way or runway. The location
depicted in the photograph is unknown.
A photo taken between April 14 and 26,
1955 shows Wild Hair on static display
in area “H” at Sampson. We believe, in
early 1955, Wild Hair filed a flight plan
from San Juan, Puerto Rico with its
destination being Sampson AFB with a
fuel stop along the way.
In 1956, Sampson AFB was
selected for closure. Auctions were held
to remove the static displays around the
base. Some of the aircraft purchased by
the winning bidder were dismantled on
site and sold for scrap. Fortunately,
Wild Hair was not among them.
We don’t know the parties
involved nor the deals made, however,
we do know that Wild Hair was moved
to a veterans’ organization located in
Newark, N. Y., where it became another
static display. Shortly after its arrival,

See Wild Hair, Page 11

Photo courtesy of the Peterson Air and Space Museum

Taken in April 1955, The Sampson AFB Veterans Association provided the
picture and with this evidence, the lineage of Wild Hair was complete.

Photo by Kurt Muller

This photo, taken in Shortsville, N.Y., circa 1966, reveals the condition Wild
Hair was in after thirteen years of deterioration and vandalism.

Photo courtesy of the Peterson Air and Space Museum

Wild Hair, February 1969, taken at the American Legion Post, Shortsville, NY.

Photo courtesy of the Peterson Air and Space Museum

After 30 years at the corner of Otis and Peterson Boulevard, Wild Hair moved
to a friendlier environment – the Historic Hangar where it remains today.
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Photo by Tech. Sgt. Denise Johnson

Congressional visitor assesses
Pete’s construction projections

A million thanks

Carol Murphy, staff director, Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on
Quality of Life and Veterans Affairs, discussed the beauty and potential of the
base and local area with the 21st Space Wing Commander, Brig. Gen. Richard
Webber, Tuesday. The purpose of Ms. Murphy's visit was to gain insight into
the mission, people, organizations and capabilities of Peterson AFB through
briefings and orientations. During Ms. Murphy's visit to Peterson Air Force
Base she received a wing overview and tour of Peterson AFB, to include the
locations of several critical MILCON projects.

Rogelio Raymond, outreach coordinator from the Deptartment of Veterans
Affairs, Colorado Springs Veterans Center #525, presents Col. Terry Chase,
Air Force Space Command acting director of intelligence, with a certificate of
appreciation for her support in allowing personnel from the Directorate of
Intelligence to visit the Walsenburg Veteran’s Nursing Home on numerous
occasions. The staff and residents of the home expressed the highest praise
for the U. S. Air Force and AFSPC Directorate of Intelligence for their continued time and effort in supporting our heroes.

Photo courtesy of Air Force Space Command
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Cannon salutes to boom near
housing area
There will be a promotion ceremony on the
parade field behind the Youth Center from 10 to 11
a.m. Friday. There will be several cannon salutes to
support this event. The firing of these cannons is safe.
The cannon will fire blanks and there should be no
cause for alarm. The sound of cannon fire is expected
to last no more than a couple of minutes.

Clinics announce closures
The Peterson and Schriever clinics will be closed
on June 23 from 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for training.

Medical group schedules change
of command ceremony
The 21st Medical Group change of command
ceremony begins 2 p.m. Wednesday at the medical
clinic parking lot. Colonel Mark Allen will take
command of the 21st MDG from Colonel Thomas
Baldwin.

Military Retiree Appreciation Day set
This event begins 9 a.m. Wednesday in Arnold
Hall at the U.S. Air Force Academy. The guest speaker
for the event is Donald Peterson, Air Force Retiree
Council co-chairman.
For information, contact 1st Lt. Hugo Escobar at
556-6429

Housing curbs replacement to begin
Construction will take place Monday through
June 30. Access to driveways and garages will be
unavailable for seven working days so concrete curbs
can be replaced. All parking will be located on the
street or other designated areas. Any occupants with
special needs should contact the housing maintenance
office at 556-4455.

Parking lot closures set
There will be pavement milling work throughout
the installation that will require parking lot closures
and restrict traffic on Paine Street. The parking lots
affected will be the post office, military clothing sales
and the fitness and aquatics centers. There will be oneway traffic on sections of Paine Street.
For information, call Daniel Yocum at 556-1833.

Legal office requests volunteers
The 21st Space Wing legal office staff needs volunteers at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Wednesdays to
witness and sign wills at the base legal office in
Building 350. Volunteers must be at least 18 years old.
For information, call 556-1710.

Right decision workshop available
Right decision workshops are mandatory for
first-term Airmen and highly encouraged for secondterm Airmen who are 12 to 15 months from their military separation date. Anyone is welcome to attend.
Spouse attendance is encouraged. The workshop is
about the most current information on benefits and
career options to help members make informed career
decisions. For information or to schedule a class date,
call 556-9226.

Peterson clinic offers sports
and school physicals
Physicals are conducted by appointment only.
Appointments will be offered Monday through Sept. 1.
To schedule an appointment, call 556-2273.

PPBR seeks volunteers
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers and
clean stalls for the annual Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo
July 11-14 at the Norris/Penrose Events Center in
Colorado Springs. All proceeds go to area military
base charities. For more information about the rodeo,
visit www.coloradospringsrodeo.com. To volunteer,
contact Master Sgt. Derek Crist at 556-3151.

Special-duty positions available
Volunteers from the 21st SW are needed to fill a
special-duty position in the 21st Civil Engineer
Housing Flight. Staff sergeants may apply for the
Dormitory Manager Position. The duty position promotes excellent career enhancement through enriched
breadth of experience in a diverse leadership position.
The applicants must emulate strong military bearing,
possess excellent leadership skills, have experience
management skills, and be a dynamic team builder.
Selected individuals will be assigned to the 21st
CES/CEH for a minimum of two years under the
career designator 9D000.
Special-duty applicants must submit a package

5

containing a letter expressing their interest in the position, endorsement from their squadron commander
and/or first sergeant, and copies of their last three
Enlisted Performances Reports. For more information,
please call Master Sgt. Thomas O’Neill at 556-1409.

Museum staff announces
construction project
Construction for the new Medal of Honor Park is
currently underway on the northwest side of the base
on museum grounds. The project is scheduled to be
completed in November. Construction will not affect
the day-to-day operations of the museum. For information, call Ernie Branch at 556-1422.

Vietnam War memorial exhibit
seeking volunteers
Memorial Gardens’ staff are requesting volunteers to help with preparation for the arrival of the
Vietnam War memorial. This memorial, dedicated to
Vietnam veterans and honoring all U.S veterans is 240
feet long. It contains the names of more than 58,000
Americans who died or are missing. Honor their memories by joining a committee and helping plan for a
three-day exhibition. This is a great opportunity to
teach generations young and old, about the cost of
freedom and inspire respect for those who defend it.
For information, contact Jeanie McIntyre at 471-9900.

Tour guides needed
The 21st Space Wing Public Affairs is now interviewing sharp candidates, E-4 and above, who have
been on Peterson for at least one year to interview for
positions in the base tour guide program.
Each year Peterson is host to more than 1,000
base tour visitors. Share unique Air Force experience
with potential recruits coming on base from local
schools, ROTC units nationwide, scouts and community organizations.
Tours typically last four hours and take place
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Interviewees must have their supervisor’s permission
to become part of this elite team. Tour dates will be emailed each week as far as three months out so that
members can sign up to escort the tours. For information, call 556-6208.

The Aragon Dining Facility menu will no longer be posted in the Space Observer.
Please visit www.21svs.com for daily menus.
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Vandalism of private property
Security forces responded to a report of vandalism to two vehicles in family housing. Two servicemembers reported that both of their vehicles had their
hood ornaments torn off and then placed on the opposite vehicle.
Security forces took pictures and direction was
given to increase patrols in family housing.
There are no suspects or witnesses at this time.
People should remember that being on base is a privilege and acts of vandalism waste time and resources of
our security forces members.

With Eagle Eyes, any
community member can
report suspicious activities 24 hours a day by
calling the law enforcement desk at 556-4000.

Gaterunner/driving under
the influence
A man driving a pick-up truck failed to stop at
the west gate when challenged by security forces.
Realizing his mistake the man tried to turn around and
exit before he could be stopped. Security forces
stopped the man only to discover he did not speak
English and called for a Spanish-speaking member to
interpret.
The Colorado Springs Police Department was
called after three empty beer bottles were discovered
in the bed of the truck and one open container was
found in the cab. The man was detained for trespassing

and driving under the influence.
The DUI team arrived on the scene and took custody of the man and later discovered he had entered the
United States illegally.
A towing service was contacted to remove his
vehicle from the installation and the man was taken
downtown for further processing.

Unauthorized aircraft entry
A maintenance troop contacted security forces
after he discovered damage to a rear door lock on a C130 aircraft.
The servicemember was preparing to tow the
plane when he discovered the damage. Security forces
and a member from the office of special investigations
arrived on the scene to investigate.
The aircraft was not on display or accessible during the air show June 4 and was secured at 9 p.m. June
3. The damage occurred between 5:30 p.m. June 4 and
8 a.m. on June 6.
The OSI agent said he would notify his chain of
command. Photos of the damage were taken. The servicemember reporting the damage said there would be
no cost because he could repair the damage to the lock
in his shop. There are no witnesses or suspects at this
time.

www.peterson.af.mil

Personnel
Corner
Military restrictions on cardiovascular
machines
There is no policy restricting the use of cardiovascular machines in the gym to military only.
Cardiovascular machines are open to all base members
on a first-come, first-serve basis even during peak
hours.

Sponsorship training class available
for military, civilian employees
This mandatory class takes place from 7:30 to
8:30 a.m. Tuesday at the family support center. This
class highlights all sponsor responsibilities and is held
every other week.

Budgeting class available at family
support center
This class takes place from 8 to 10 a.m. Friday at
the family support center. Make your money work for
you. Learn how to can take charge of personal
finances by developing a home financial plan. This
two-hour class will teach basic financial management
skills and how to develop a budget. Attendees must
bring a copy of their full leave and earnings statement
and a list of all monthly expenses.

CSAF authorizes uniform wear to,
from deployment area
Effective immediately the Air Force Chief of

NEWS
Staff has approved desert camouflage uniform wear
while traveling to and from the Central Command area
of responsibility.
Since Air Force members will be seen in public
in combat uniforms, proper appearance and conduct
must be maintained. Members deploying or permanently changing stations to the AOR are allowed to
wear DCUs to and from the AOR provided they are
traveling enroute between the continental United
States and overseas locations on a U.S. flag commercial aircraft, and/or on a military aircraft or government chartered aircraft.
DCUs may also be worn on U.S. flag commercial
flights in the CONUS while traveling between the aerial port and the Airman’s authorized rest and recuperation leave location. No other travel in DCUs on any
commercial carrier is authorized. One set of conservative civilian attire must also be packed in the carry-on
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luggage in order to accommodate for contingency situations.
Airmen will maintain proper uniform, personal
appearance and hygiene standards during travel at all
times.

Pre-separation briefing for separating,
retiring members set
This mandatory briefing takes place from 3 to 4
p.m Wednesday at the family support center. This
briefing is held every other week for those members
who are retiring or separating from the military.
Members must receive this briefing no later than
90 days before separation or retirement.
This briefing is necessary to ensure members
have sufficient information and time to take full
advantage of veteran benefits and to explain the services of the transition assistance program.

Team Pete around
the globe
The 21st Space Wing
operates 15 weapon
systems, comprises
41 units in 26 locations in four countries, and spans
nine time zones
throughout the world.
Team Pete has 80
deployed members supporting various operations
across the globe. The 21st Space
Wing makes up 29 of those members.
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Conference, from Page 1
least-known of all the combatant
commands, and I think it was very
beneficial for all of us to actually
come here.
“Any chance we can get
together, any chance we can learn
about another (combatant command) is beneficial to us all,” he
said.
The senior enlisted leaders
come from every branch of the
U.S. armed forces and their duty
stations are as geographically and
culturally varied as, for example,
USSTRATCOM in Nebraska and
USEUCOM in Germany. Yet the
individuals themselves are “very
much interconnected, especially
with the Global War on Terror,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Curtis
Brownhill of USCENTCOM.
“We’ve got a pretty tight
group,” agreed Master Chief Petty
Officer William Nissen of
USSTRATCOM. “We talk, we see
each other, we get together in each
other’s (areas of responsibility).
“We’re pretty close-knit and
we have a pretty good working
relationship.”
The enlisted leaders believe
in continually working to improve
those relationships.
“Just because we have 30
years in the Army or the Navy or
the Air Force or the Marines doesn’t mean we know everything,”
said Command Sgt. Maj. Michael

Balch of USSOUTHCOM. “It’s
vitally important that we communicate with each other and see each
other and share ideas.”
The conference helped to
“build mutual understanding and a
unity of effort between all the combatant commands,” said Command
Sgt. Maj. Mark Ripka of USJFCOM.
Although six of the leaders at
the Colorado conference already
knew each other, USEUCOM’s
Command Sgt. Maj. Michael
Bartelle just took over his position
in February and was meeting
everyone for the first time.
“It was very educational for
me, especially being new in the
business,” he said. “I was able to
garner a great deal of information
from my peers.”
During the final briefing of
the conference, Adm. Timothy
Keating, NORAD-USNORTHCOM commander thanked the senior enlisted leaders for the support
they provide to their commanders,
using his relationship with Frye as
an example.
“The advice, counsel and
friendship that I share and enjoy
with Scott Frye is of inestimable
value,” he said. “Although he is a
Marine Corps sergeant major, his
blood runs joint. That’s very beneficial and helpful and valuable to
us in this position.
“I’m sure your bosses feel the
same way about you.”

Water, from Page 1
drinking water samples from every faucet
throughout the main child development center, child development center annex, and the
new youth center. In total, they collected 112
samples and preserved them using
Environmental Protection Agency protocols.
Only six samples reported slightly above the
EPA lead standard of 15 parts per billion.
None of these provide water to children. The
staff uses two of these faucets for hand
washing at diaper changing stations – by
regulation, these cannot be used for food &
drink. Two faucets are never used and are
scheduled for removal during upcoming renovations, and the remaining two hand washing faucets were already replaced and
resampled.
Local surface water sources are from
the north and south slopes of Pikes Peak,
North and South Cheyenne Creeks, Fountain
Creek, Monument Creek/Pikeview
Reservoir, and the Northfield Watershed.
Local ground water sources consist of four
wells (900-1,000 feet deep) pumped from
the Arapahoe aquifer, one well (700 feet
deep) pumped from the Denver aquifer, one
well (1,700 feet deep) pumped from the
Laramie-Fox Hills aquifer, and four wells
(46 to 52 feet deep) pumped from the
Widefield aquifer. All water is treated at six
Colorado Springs water treatment plants
using widely accepted, standard technology.
Throughout the process of collection,
treatment and distribution, certified water
treatment plant operators and laboratory
staff monitor the water quality for its chemical and biological content. Some of these
analyses are required to meet state and fed-

eral standards. Others are part of ongoing
testing to assure a continual supply of high
quality drinking water.
As water travels over the surface of the
land and through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up
substances resulting from the presence of
animals or from human activity.
The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that the water poses a
health risk. For more information about the
contaminants and potential health effects,
call the EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
(800) 426-4791 or visit www.epa.gov/ safewater.
Some people may be more vulnerable
to contaminants in drinking water than the
general public. These people should seek
advice about drinking water from their
health care providers. EPA/Center for
Disease Control guidelines on appropriate
means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791).
CSU will not mail the 2005 Water
Quality Report to base occupants. To view
the complete 2004 Water Quality Report,
visit www.csu.org, and then click on Water
Quality Report. Customers without web
access can obtain a hard copy of the report at
the Bioenvironmental Engineering office in
Building 1246.
For information about Peterson Air
Force Base water quality, call Mr. Puleo or
Staff Sgt. Christopher Caswell at 556-7721.
(Water quality information courtesy
of Colorado Springs Utilities and
Bioenvironmental Engineering)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

www.peterson.af.mil

BASH Safety
Answers on Page 20

ACROSS
1. Tack on
4. Pie __ mode
7. Army commissioning source
10. Accept
12. Type of BASH danger

13. Clobber
15. Volleyball player Gabrielle
16. __ _ jiff; quickly
17. Signal to identify BASH dangers
18. Aircraft part in danger during

a BASH incident
20. Oriole great Ripken
21. Formerly
22. Ravens player Lewis
23. Japanese sashes
26. Conjunction
28. USAF education for senior
officers
29. Tire place
30. Blanc and Torme
32. Places concerned with BASH
35. Website ending
36. Place where BASH incidents
occur
41. Rear end
42. Singing registers
46. Volcano
48. Wood strips
50. Vase
51. The Greatest
53. Indian prince
54. Type of 48 DOWN;
Significant BASH danger
56. Patriotic org.
57. Tack into place
58. Mows for farming
59. Barnyard
60. Alluring
DOWN
1. Stadiums
2. Devices used to scare wildlife
to avoid BASH
3. Bottomless
4. USAF operating directives
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5. Actor Chaney
6. Aircraft lost in BASH incident
at Elmendorf
7. Bird-of-prey in BASH programs
8. FRIENDS character
9. Patriarch
10. Part of a circle
11. Cogs
14. USAF formal education
17. Remember the ____!
19. Before
24. Charred
25. Simpson trial judge
27. Finding ____
31. Army rank
32. Teenage ire
33. Driving crime, in short
34. Famous stone
37. A Gershwin
38. ___ Haw
39. Basketball org
40. Dine
43. Part of BASH
44. Actor Penn
45. Possible result of a BASH
46. Balm
47. Detection device for BASH
48. Part of BASH
49. Tree resin
50. Sound of disgust
52. Young man
55. Space shuttle, in brief
57. Mil. move
(Courtesy of Alaskan
Command Public Affairs)

Visit t he S pace O bserver o nline a t
www.csmng.com
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noteworthy
To submit information
for the base calendar, email
space.observer@peterson.af.mil

June is Colorado
Bike Month

AROUND PETE
Today

Saturday, June 18

Sunday, June 19

E-6, E- 7
Promotion Party
3 p.m. E-Club

Retiree
Appreciation Day
at USAFA

Father’s
Day

Tuesday, June 21

Friday, July 1

Monday, July 4

First Day
of Summer

Family
Day

Independence
Day

Check out the new
services MasterCard
High speed, low drag!
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Wild Hair, from Page 3
the organization moved to another location that could not accommodate Wild
Hair. In less than a year, it was moved
again.
In late 1956 or early 1957, Wild
Hair was at another veterans’ organization in Shortsville, N. Y. We’ve been
told that it was “in like new condition”
when it arrived. We also know during
the ensuing years, a number of parties
were interested in buying Wild Hair, but
the owners would not budge. While at
this location it was displayed without
any security protection and without
cover from the elements. With complete
disregard of the historic value of this
aircraft, vandalism and deterioration
took its toll.
Kurt Muller was an aircraft enthusiast during his teenage years and the
P/F-47 was his favorite aircraft. In 1966,
while his parents were taking his sister
to college in upstate New York, their
travels took them through Shortsville,
N. Y., past a decrepit and vandalized
P/F-47. He pleaded for his dad to stop
so he could inquire about the aircraft.
He was able to speak to someone inside
the facility who owned the aircraft. To
his dismay, there were no plans of any
kind to save it. Upon returning home the
young Muller wrote to every museum
he could locate in the area. Few
responded, and those that did were not
interested, as the aircraft was still owned
by the U.S. government. Kurt even had a
short article describing the deterioration
published in the aero magazine Air
Classic. Still, he received no response.

Photo by Ernie Newman

Diane Vulcan, a graphic artist with the Base Multimedia Center, 21 SCS/SCSB,
rendered this nose art reproduction of Wild Hair.

A year or so later, Kurt received a
letter, dated Nov. 13, 1968, from the
Smithsonian Museum. In that letter they
stated that Stewart AFB, near
Newburgh, N. Y. was interested in a
P/F-47 since their unit had flown these
aircraft in WWII. The Smithsonian suggested he contact a Captain Boswell,
Aide-de-Camp to the commander, 1st
Air Force, at Stewart AFB, for possible
negotiations with the veterans’ group
that had the aircraft. Kurt immediately
contacted Captain Boswell. They began
to discuss a trade that would give the
veterans’ group an F-86 in exchange for
the P/F-47.
As soon as the negotiations were
finalized, Stewart AFB restored the P/F47 and, on Oct. 9, 1969, Major General
Joseph L. Dickman, Commander, First
Air Force, unveiled the restored P/F-47.
This dedication ceremony included
Alexander Kartveli, designer of the P-

47. Kurt Muller was also invited to
attend; however, he was in Florida
attending college. Shortly after this ceremony, Stewart AFB closed.
In November, 1969, our P/F-47
found its way to Perrin AFB, Sherman
Texas, which was an F-102 flying training base for the Aerospace Defense
Command. Our plane was on display
near the main gate, but it was no longer
identified as Wild Hair. Instead, here is
what Tech. Sgt. Richard Sherry, USAF
Ret, writes, “18 June 1970: Aircraft
observed and photographed as “Gate
Guard” at Perrin AFB, Texas. Aircraft
was painted olive drab with a yellow
checker nose and tail and carried Unit
Code of S*AF, implying that the aircraft
had served in WWII combat, which it
had not. It incorrectly carried post 1947
national insignia (star and bar) with the
earlier WWII Unit code. The Unit Code
cannot be found in available historical
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records.” Wild Hair had been at Perrin
AFB almost a year when there was a
familiar announcement, Perrin AFB is
selected for closure.
Wild Hair arrived at Peterson
AFB from Perrin on Feb. 18, 1971.
Restoration activity began shortly
thereafter, and the aircraft was eventually mounted on a pylon near the main
gate. A dedication ceremony was held
May 3, 1971, with many dignitaries
including members of the P-47 Pilots
Association and Alexander Kartveli.
After 30 years at this location, structural fatigue, atmospheric conditions, bird
nests and vermin required it to be
moved to a friendlier environment, the
historic City Hangar.
During the past five years, museum volunteers have pampered this aircraft as if it was their own. Most of
these volunteers dedicated hundreds of
hours on this restoration project. Other
base activities, too many to list, have
unhesitatingly been there when needed.
To all those great people, the Peterson
Air and Space Museum extends a big
thank you for another job well done.
Lastly, the name Wild Hair. The
spelling is correct. Its origin is
unknown. If any of you have comments or corrections to “the Real
Story” you may post your comments at
www.petemuseum.org, or call the
Museum at 556-4915.
(Information for this story was
garnered from files within the Peterson
A&SM, museum volunteers, web sites,
the P-47 Pilots Association Newsletter,
the Sampson AFB Veterans Association,
Tim Savage and Kurt Muller.)
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Comm unity Colleg e of the Air Force celebrates graduation
These graduates exemplify outstanding dedication to fulfillment of the Air
Force mission and have met the challenges of today's world events with professionalism and pride. By achieving their educational goals, thereby enhancing
professional and personal educational development, these graduates contribute
to the Air Force mission of maintaining a dynamic, high-quality force. A total of
198 Community College of the Air Force degrees were earned by Peterson
Complex students, with 23 graduates earning two degrees, and two earning three
degrees.
In honor of the October 2004 and April 2005 graduates, a graduation ceremony was conducted June 9, in the Enlisted Club. All graduates and their guests

are invited to attend. Graduates planning to attend the ceremony should contact
the Education Office at 556-4064.
Each graduate will be awarded an Associate of Applied Science degree
from the Community College of the Air Force. To earn this degree, graduates
must complete a rigorous program of study that includes technical education;
leadership, management, and military studies; program electives; and general
education. The degree programs are designed to provide graduates with knowledge, skills, and theoretical background for enhanced performance as technicians and non-commissioned officers.
(Information courtesy of the Education Office.)

T he honor ed g r adua tes f or October 2004 and A pril 2005 ar e:
Staff Sgt. Akins, Arron
Mr. Allen, Stephen
Staff Sgt. Anderson, Michael
Master Sgt. Anthony, Michael
Tech. Sgt. Avant, Edward
Staff Sgt. Babcock, Sandy
Tech. Sgt. Basnight, Nicole
Master Sgt. Bekowitz, Robert
Mr. Berkley, Ronald
Staff Sgt. Blount, Rachel
Senior Airman Bohannon, Angela
Master Sgt. Bradford, Byron
Staff Sgt. Brown, Erin
Staff Sgt. Bryant, Donnie
Staff Sgt. Bryant, Jennifer
Staff Sgt. Bryson, Thomas
Master Sgt. Bullington, Gregory
Mr. Burke, Brett
Master Sgt. Burns, William
Staff Sgt. Burton, Udell
Senior Airman Buzan, Bryon
Staff Sgt. Cadger, Brian
Master Sgt. Cahalan, Kelly
Senior Airman Cahill, Ryan
Tech. Sgt. Callaghan, Terrence
Staff Sgt. Cannedy, Jeremy
Master Sgt. Carr, Michael
Senior Airman Chauvin, Amy
Staff Sgt. Chrisman, Robert
Senior Master Sgt. Clark, John
Senior Airman Cleghorn, Jared
Staff Sgt. Clifford, Joseph
Master Sgt. Coles, Lavon
Tech. Sgt. Conat, Wayne
Staff Sgt. Contreras, Laura
Staff Sgt. Cooley, Courtney
Tech. Sgt. Costa, Everett
Staff Sgt. Creadeur, Debora
Master Sgt. Cruz, Bonifacio
Staff Sgt. Davis, Christopher
Tech. Sgt. Dell’Accio, Peter
Master Sgt. Diemer, Jack
Staff Sgt. Downing, Lori
Staff Sgt. Driscoll, Joseph
Tech. Sgt. Duhe, David
Staff Sgt. Dunville, Aaron
Staff Sgt. Dupriest, Jeremiah
Tech. Sgt. Ebersole, Tina
Tech. Sgt. Elery, William
Staff Sgt. Emerson, Lucinda
Staff Sgt. Fairbairn, Daniel
Senior Master Sgt. Feiss, Robert
Staff Sgt. Fields, Jeremy
Tech. Sgt. Fleagle, Matthew
Staff Sgt. Flowers, Andreas
Senior Airman Fojtik, Dawn
Staff Sgt. Fowler, Ryan
Staff Sgt. Gahimer, Joel
Senior Airman Garcia, James
Tech. Sgt. Gardner, Damain
Master Sgt. Genther, Craig
Tech. Sgt. Gonzales, Benjamin

Staff Sgt. Goodman, John
Senior Master Sgt. Graden, Thomas
Master Sgt. Grau, Paul
Senior Airman Hancock, Jeremy
Senior Airman Hassler, Stephanie
Tech. Sgt. Hawkins, Timothy
Master Sgt. Heidelberg, Karl
Senior Airman Hill, Daniel
Tech. Sgt. Hinkle, Marie
Senior Airman Jackson, Shawanda
Senior Airman Jaworski, Ron
Staff Sgt. Johansen, Wayne
Master Sgt. John, Daivd
Staff Sgt. Johnson, Kyle
Tech. Sgt. Jones, Monte
Tech. Sgt. Joyner, Roy
Staff Sgt. Justice, Jeffrey
Staff Sgt. Kaminski, Kent
Staff Sgt. Kansky, Robert
Staff Sgt. Keenan, Justin
Senior Airman Kemp, Bryan
Tech. Sgt. Keyser, Jason
Master Sgt. Kozak, Megan
Staff Sgt. Latsha, Noel
Master Sgt. LaVergne, Daniel
Tech. Sgt. Link, John
Staff Sgt. Logue, Krystle
Staff Sgt. Loring, Shannon
Master Sgt. Lyons, Thomas
Tech. Sgt. Madrid, Eva
Staff Sgt. Major, John
Tech. Sgt. Major-Barnett, Wanda
Master Sgt. Mann, Brian
Senior Master Sgt. Mark, Daniel
Staff Sgt. Martinez, James
Staff Sgt. Masincupp, Danny
Tech. Sgt. Maxwell, Albert
Tech. Sgt. McAlister, Glenn
Master Sgt. McCracken, Adrian
Master Sgt. Medina, Roberto
Master Sgt. Meilleur, Ross
Master Sgt. Meyer, Charles
Staff Sgt. Micciche, Jeffrey
Master Sgt. Mickens, Andre
Tech. Sgt. Miles, Mikeal
Master Sgt. Miller, Robert
Master Sgt. Mire, Michael
Staff Sgt. Montalvo, Holvyn
Master Sgt. Moore, Paul
Tech. Sgt. Morgan, Gregory
Senior Airman Mosure, Wesley
Staff Sgt. O’connor, Robert
Master Sgt. Orawiec, Sheryl
Staff Sgt. Orzal, Joel-Robert
Staff Sgt. Pardue, Christian
Tech. Sgt. Parker, Chantel
Staff Sgt. Parrett, Timothy
Tech. Sgt. Patton, Anthony
Master Sgt. Pearcey, Joseph
Tech. Sgt. Peltier, Curtis
Staff Sgt. Pence, Shannon
Master Sgt. Perry, Joseph

Senior Airman Phillips, Krystal
Master Sgt. Phipps, Scott
Senior Airman Porter, Eric
Staff Sgt. Preston, Corey
Airman 1st Class Ramos, Jose
Master Sgt. Ramos, Thomas
Tech. Sgt. Reagan-Ogas, Tracy
Staff Sgt. Reed, Jaime
Senior Airman Rendon, Magleny
Staff Sgt. Reyes, Matthew
Master Sgt. Rhodes, Ulysses
Senior Airman Robertsen, Eric
Tech. Sgt. Roob, Jeffrey
Senior Airman Roy, Nishant
Tech. Sgt. Ruotolo, Richard
Staff Sgt. Sabari, Noah
Tech. Sgt. Santiago, Efren
Master Sgt. Sewell, Brian
Senior Master Sgt. Shannon, Malcolm
Tech. Sgt. Shaw, Roy
Staff Sgt. Sherman, John
Senior Airman Shinholster, Shantae
Staff Sgt. Smith, Tiffany
Master Sgt. Solomon, Jeffrey
Master Sgt. Solomon, Valerie
Staff Sgt. Soltysik, Stephanie
Staff Sgt. Sprague, Debra
Staff Sgt. Stagnari, David
Tech. Sgt. Steel, Adam
Airman 1st Class Stephens, Robert
Tech. Sgt. Stuart, Sherry
Senior Airman Sullivan, Craig
Master Sgt. Sumpter, Timothy
Master Sgt. Sutherland, Brian
Tech. Sgt. Sutherland, Melissa
Staff Sgt. Swift, Jeffrey
Staff Sgt. Tattersall, Melissa
Staff Sgt. Terry, Richards
Senior Master Sgt. Thatcher, Neal
Staff Sgt. Thomas, Alecia
Senior Master Sgt. Thompson, Richard
Master Sgt. Tiemens, Sandra
Staff Sgt. Trantham, James
Tech. Sgt. Trevino, Diana
Master Sgt. Vassos, John
Master Sgt. Villanueva, Octavio
Master Sgt. Vogt, Marc
Master Sgt. Wade, Christopher
Staff Sgt. Walker, Albert
Senior Airman Walker, Jeremiah
Staff Sgt. Wallace, Derrick
Tech. Sgt. Weems, James
Staff Sgt. Whitsitt, Donita
Staff Sgt. Whitworth, Heather
Master Sgt. Wick, David
Tech. Sgt. Wickman, Phillip
Staff Sgt. Williams, Latoya
Tech. Sgt. Wilson, Donald
Master Sgt. Wollman, Brian
Staff Sgt. Woolley, Alecia
Tech. Sgt. Young, Robert
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Peterson’s newest master and technical sergeants
Congratulations to all the Team Pete members who made the grade and have been promoted to the master and technical sergeant levels.

Promoted to technical sergeant
Ackley, Alex
Adams, Tarike
Anderson,
Michael
Bailey, Vance
Bankston, Patrick
Barbee, Paul
Barker, Timothy
Beausoleil, Jillian
Bennett, Dale
Berquist, John
Blickenderfer,
Paul
Brown, William
Cantrell,
Lawrence
Carter, Angela
Centeno, Mark
Chandler, Michael
Clinger, Steven
Cormier, Daniel
Davies, William
Desaulniers,
Charles
Dombrowsky,
Jimmy
Dominguez,
Gaspar
Driver, Christine
Fears, Charles

Feger, William
Fleer, Brandy
Fogle, Michael
Franco, Porfirio
Fuentes, Michael
Gantt, Showna
Gilbride, Matthew
Gonder, Robert
Gordon,
Christopher
Graham, Nichole
Hendrix, Donald
Hernandez, Jose
Hopkins, Rodney
Howerton, Shawn
Huggins, Susan
Hurtado, Carlos
Iannotti,
Christopher
Jessen, Trena
Johnson, Nathan
Johnson,
Tameshia
Johnston, Damian
Kennon, Matthew
Kovalovich, Jon
Kuciemba, Jason
Leftwich, Jeffrey
Livergood, Mark
Mack, Christine

Madison, Brian
Manwiller,
Helena
Massey, Troy
Mcdonald, David
Mcdonald, Robert
Merchant, Shane
Metheny, Harry
Milliorn, Thomas
Minor, Clinton
Mitchell, Jay
Morris, Ronnie
Murray, Shelley
Nash, Jeremy
Nicholson, Laura
Nixon, Richard
Oliver,
Christopher
Panchal, Rajendra
Pimentel, Amanda
Pimentel, Victor
Riddle, David
Roberson, Sascha
Roberts, Michael
Ross, Charles
Rucker, Travis
Rutland, Aaron
Sarver, Angela
Sawyer, Lakesha
Schmitt, Diane

Schrock, Thomas
Scott, Jason
Simpson, April
Smith, Kenric
Smittle, Ray
Sparks, Susan
Staples, Richard
Stroman, Laurie
Tames, Tanya
Thiel, Corey
Thompson,
Latonya
Torgerson,
Colleen
Trevino, Raul
Wake, Michelle
Warman,
Raymond
Watkins, Alan
Weston, Earl
Wilcox, Sheryl
Williams, Yvonne
Wilson,
Christopher
Yannarelli,
Shauna
Yarbrough,
Thomas
Yeager, Francis
Younger, Marvin

Promoted to master sergeant
Adams, Clifford
Adorisio, Stephen
Altman, Douglas
Angermuller,
David
Annese, Stacy
Baker, Evelyn
Benitez, Wayne
Bennett, Thomas
Bradley, Denise
Bradley, Emile
Briscoe, Jodie
Broadribb, Scott
Brown, Lance
Burhans, John
Buxton, Russell
Cannon, Darcy
Cantu, Jessie
Carr, Sheron
Cekoric, Nicholas
Clemens, Jason
Cochran, Lee
Cockrell, Daniel
Cotto, Kathy
Curtis, Richard
Cushman, Michael
Cyr, Michael
Davis, Carol
Delbridge, James
Depasquale, Brian
Dwyer, Sidney
Ebersole, Tina
Edwards, Craig
Everhart, Lonnie

Farrell, Earl
Fletcher, John
Frey, Richard
Friemel, Donald
Gann, Lonnie
Gardner, Matthew
Gazetti, James
Goble, Robert
Gonzales, Ramon
Grady, Justin
Gresens, Kimberly
Halter, Matthew
Hancock, Mark
Henson, Robert
Hess, Bill
Higgins, Shawn
Hodges, Lawrence
Hooks, Rodney
Howland, David
Hunter, Richard
Isabelle, David
Ishikawa, Lee
Jaffey, Susan
Johnson, Gary
Jones, Monte
Kahn, Douglas
Keller, Joseph
Kincaid, Patrick
Kittel, Susan
Koch, William
Lamson, Garth
Lewis, Craig
Lewis, John
Lingafelter, Duaine

Linn, Christopher
Lopez, Jason
Ludan, Naomi
Luedtke, Joseph
Martinez,
Yarovikov
Mccarson, Kevin
Mckenzie, Scott
Meyer, Micheal
Miller, Craig
Miller, Haywood
Miller, Patrick
Monforton, Buck
Morris, Matthew
Niemeier, Larry
Oakes, Thomas
Oplinus, Jason
Patterson, Tracy
Patton, Anthony
Proellochs, John
Puricelli, Louis
Racz, Oscar
Rhodes, Alfred
Rodriguez,
Rodolfo
Rose, David
Rose, Richard
Rush, James
Rykhus, Jeffrey
Rykhus, Jennifer
Sanger, Michael
Satre, Jonathan
Schmidt, Steven
Shaffer, David

Shammel, Lyle
Shappee, Brian
Shrieves, Sean
Smith, Aaron
Smith, Constance
Smurda, Mark
Sorrell, Brian
Spencer, William
Stover, Scott
Taimanglo, Joel
Tanaiewski, John
Thomas, Eugene
Tomaselli, Carlo
Trevino, Diana
Tromble, William
Villa, Raymond
Vitale, Samuel
Vossmer, Chris
Watsabaugh,
Michael
White, Daniel
White, Timmy
Wiley, Wesley
Wilson, Brian
Wilson, Donald
Windham,
Bernice
Woodard, Mary
Yates, Charles
Young, Richard
Ytzen, Scott
Zamora, Francisco
Zavada, John
Ziesmer, Richard

C ADETS

LEARN IT ’ S A
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

For some people going to college, the summer months
mean returning home for a break from school or finding a
summer job. But that’s not what’s in store for more than 1,000
U.S. Air Force Academy cadets.
They will find themselves training in Jack’s Valley on
academy grounds where they’ll receive a crash course in setting up a Basic Expeditionary Airfield Resources base during
Global Engagement 2005.
Master Sgt. Aaron Sikes, 49th Materiel Maintenance
Squadron electrical shop flight
chief, said there will be six 10day training sessions with
more than 200 cadets attending
each training session. Future
leaders will learn the different
aspects of what it takes to set
up a BEAR base. He said they
will set up their own tents,
cook, maintain supply discipline, perform convoy security
and set up defensive fighting
positions around the camp for
security.
“This is a great opportunity
for them to get their feet wet for a
deployment,” Sergeant Sikes said. “It will
give the upper classman a chance to develop their
leadership skills and help them make better decisions
after they graduate. When they deploy, they will have a few
lessons learned in their back pocket to help them out.”
The cadet commandos will go through four days of training to familiarize them on bed-down procedures before they
have their actual deployment day.
Staff Sgt. Adam Kelley, 49th MMS electrical systems
technician, is on his third round of teaching GE.
“The program gets better every year,” Sergeant Kelley
said. “This year the training will be even more in-depth due to

BEAR

OUT THERE

the way we are fighting the war on terror in Afghanistan and
Iraq. Most of the people teaching from the 49th MMS have
been over there and we bring first-hand experience and can tell
the cadets what to expect.”
The cadets will be given four more days of advance
training to help them hone their skills in laying out an airfield,
defending their base, dealing with protestors, chaplain and
mortuary affairs. They will even set up a tactical field
exchange.
Sergeant Kelley said the last day of training is always the
instructors’ favorite.
“The last day is when we get to put them to the test, we
get to have our own little war
with cadets,” Sergeant Kelley
said. “We can start the war anytime after midnight and we’ll
keep them running until dinner
time.”
“It’s fun for us because
we all get a chance to put on
camouflage face paint and
play the role of aggressor,”
Sergeant Kelley said. “Some
of the cadets are really good at
air base ground defense and
they really get into it. That
makes it even more fun for us
because we have to think of a better
way to get at them.”
When the war is over, the rookie warriors
are usually rewarded with a well-earned steak dinner
cooked by their very own services crew.
“It’s a nice way to wrap up 10 days of hard training,”
Sergeant Sykes said.
The cadets will return to their dormitory rooms and
some may even be able to take leave. For some of the cadets it
will be the only time they are involved with the set up of a
camp, if they become pilots, they’ll fly in after the camp is
already set up. The one thing they won’t forget is the hard
work that went on before they arrived … in BEAR country.

Hsi Chou, Cadet 3rd Class, digs a trench around his tent to keep water
from entering when it rains. During the cadets’ first night in Jack’s
Valley, they were met with heavy thunderstorms.

Kyle Sanders, Cadet 3rd Class, prepares the first hot meal of franks
and beans in a contingency deployment kitchen. The CDK can be set
up in two hours and one hour later, have 651 five-ounce cups of coffee
ready for troops who need that burst of caffeine to keep them going.

Photos by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Cadet 3rd Class Nathan Haney looks for movement in the surrounding area to ensure camp security.
Defensive fighting positions will be mannned and snipers will be in-place to combat against the cadre
when they test the cadets training and try to infiitrate the camp and take over during war day.
Cadet 3rd Class Dave Garcia sets a reflective runway edge marker in place.
The cadets learn to lay out a simulated minimum operating strip 50 feet
wide and 5,000 feet long. A well trained crew can get ‘er done in 2.5 hours.

The BEAR base camp is set up across from the firing range on the academy. The live fire from the range keeps the cadets on their toes.
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Let’s kick the tires
and lite the fires Big Daddy

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

One of the U.S. Air Force NASCARS, debuting the new 2005 paint scheme, visited the Peterson R.P. Lee Youth and Teen Center. The 2005 Ford Taurus has
a 350 cubic inch Cleveland V-8 engine under the hood, packing 800 horse power to drive the rear wheels. Enough to make Tim “The Tool Man” Taylor cry.

Story and photos
by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

ater lovers in land-locked
Colorado must sometimes look
to water parks or swimming
pools to satisfy their water fix. The
one lake in the area, Prospect Lake in
Memorial Park, is dry this summer
while a liner is being installed. So
what’s a leisure time boater and water
skier to do?
Just head south to Pueblo Lake and
State Park, where sailing, water skiing,
jet-skiing, boating and even fishing or
swimming await. There are camping
facilities, hiking and biking trails, boat
rentals and two marinas.
This water oasis is one of the
state’s most popular parks, with about
two million visitors each year.
Other lakes are in the Colorado

Summer fun for the whole family
State Park system, but Lake Pueblo is
the closest to Colorado Springs. Check
www.parks.state.co.us for other lakes.
Although Colorado has been under
drought conditions for the past few
years, Lake Pueblo is higher this year
than it was last year.
The town of Pueblo had its beginnings because of the Arkansas River. A
trading post was established in the
1860s near the junction of the
Arkansas River and Fountain Creek.
But the Arkansas River has been a
problem as well as an asset for Pueblo.
In 1921 the Arkansas River overflowed
its banks, almost destroying the town.
The Arkansas River was later diverted,
eliminating the chance of flooding the

downtown area. However, a scenic
Riverwalk was built in downtown
Pueblo a few years ago, returning
Arkansas River water to the original
historic channel. The $12.5 million
project is park-like, with 26 acres of
paths, statuary, landscaping, gazebos,
as well as rental and excursion boats.
West of downtown Pueblo, Lake
Pueblo State Park came about because
of the Fryingpan/Arkansas project,
planned and built by the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation. The project dammed
the Arkansas River and created the
lake which opened to the public in
1975. In addition to recreation, the
project provides water for irrigation,
drinking and flood control. There are
See Lake Pueblo, Page 18

Rock Canyon Swim Beach has sand, tubes, boats and a
water slide. The cost is $1 per person.

Children play with the family pet at the water’s edge as
family members start a jet-ski at Lake Pueblo.

Pikes Peak looms above Lake Pueblo, as boats sail and motor their way
across the blue expanse. The lake has more than 60 miles of shoreline.
Swimmers enjoy the giant water slide at
Rock Creek Swim Beach.

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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2267 (CAMP) for reservations and information.
The campsites are very popular and reservations
4,500 surface acres of water leased to the state
are necessary — especially around holidays.
park systems.
Fires are allowed in Lake Pueblo State Park
The lake has 60 miles of shoreline. The terin fire rings provided.
rain is varied — with limestone cliffs on the
Because Lake Pueblo State Park is at less
north side of the lake and a view of Pikes Peak.
than 5,000 feet altitude, the outdoor recreation
The eastern view is the Sangre de Cristo and
season usually begins in late April and lasts
Greenhorn mountain ranges.
through September. Pueblo’s temperatures are
Boaters at Lake Pueblo are required to com- usually warmer than Colorado Springs’.
ply with Colorado Boating Statutes and
Fishing is allowed at Lake Pueblo but
Regulations. A copy of the rules may be picked
Colorado fishing licenses are required and can
up at the park.
be purchased in the park. The lake has walleye,
There’s a $5 per day daily pass fee for each
bass, trout, wiper, catfish, sunfish and crappie.
vehicle entering the park.
But Lake Pueblo State Park is more than
Buying an annual pass for $55 allows unlim- boating and water sports — there’s also a swim
ited entry in this park and any of the 40
beach.
Colorado State Parks.
Rock Canyon Swim Beach is popular with
There is no boating fee but visitors must use swimmers. The nine-acre lake is filled with
the dock to put boats in the water. Small waterArkansas River water surrounded by sandy
craft, such as wave runners and jet-skis, may be beaches. The beach has a park area on two sides,
put into the water from the shore.
complete with green grass, large trees, picnic
Camping is also available in Lake Pueblo
tables and sidewalks crossing the expansive
State Park. More than 400 campsites in the park grassy areas. There’s a large, covered, openhave electricity, water, picnic tables and shades
sided brick building near the beach which has
as well as a paved camping pad. Another 100
restroom and changing facilities, lockers, a
campsites have tables, shade and pad, but no
snack bar and about 20 picnic tables with bench
electricity.
seating.
The sites with electricity are $16 to $18 per
Groups of friends and families make the
night, those
patio area their headquarters,
without electricJ ust the Facts
spreading out towels and pool toys
ity are $12 to
• Travel time: About an hour
in the shaded area and trek back
$14 per night.
all
• For ages:
and forth to the water.
Call (800) 678• Type: lake, state park, beach
Other visitors choose a picnic
• Fun factor: ★★★★★
(Out of 5 stars)
• Wallet damage: $
$ = Less than $20
$$ = $21 to $40
$$$ = $41 to $60
$$$$ = $61 to $80
(Based on a family of four)

Lake Pueblo, from Page 17

table under a tree, complete with grill provided,
and settle in for the day. The snack bar has reasonable prices for hamburgers, hot dogs, corn
dogs, nachos, soft drinks, ice cream and candy
bars.
A waterslide with three flumes is near the
boat house. An unlimited ride wristband sells for
$9.95 per person, or choose a super slide pass
for $12.95, which allows unlimited use
of the water slide, paddle boats and rowboats.
Tubes may be rented at the boathouse for
$4 for single tubes and $6 for double tubes.
Bumper boats and pedal boats are also available
and are used in an area of the lake separated
from the swimmers.
Several lifeguards are posted along the
beach.
Admission to the swim beach is $1 per person, and it is open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily
in summer.
Coolers and picnic baskets are allowed at the
swim beach but will be checked for glass bottles, which are prohibited.
The swim beach is east of the dam; watch
for signs. There’s a large parking lot.
To reach Lake Pueblo State Park, take
Interstate 25 south to Pueblo, taking Highway 50
West Exit. Continue for about four miles, then
turn south onto Pueblo Boulevard. Stay on
Pueblo Boulevard for a few miles until Thatcher
Avenue, going west. Thatcher Avenue becomes
Highway 96. Take a right on South Marina Drive
there’s a large brown informational sign at the
entrance to Lake Pueblo State Park.

Many boat enthusiasts moor their
boats at the South Marina in Lake
Pueblo State Park.

Lake Pueblo dam, almost two miles
long, was completed in 1975.

Single and double tubes may
be rented at Rock Canyon
Swim Beach in Lake Pueblo
State Park. Paddle boats and
row boats are also available.

A visitor speeds through the water
on Lake Pueblo near the dam.
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Circus is coming to town
World renowned Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Circus has performances 7:30 p.m. today and
Friday, and 11:30 a.m., 3:30 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday
and 1 and 5 p.m. Sunday in the Colorado Springs
World Arena. Call 576-2626 for tickets. Ask about the
military discount.

Race to the Clouds in high gear
The Pikes Peak International Hill Climb is set
from Wednesday to June 25. Spectators can watch practices, time trials and the race along
the Pikes Peak Highway. Halfprice tickets are available at
King Sooper stores and
Tickets West.

Memorial wall
exhibit opens
soon
The Vietnam Wall
Experience will be in
Colorado Springs July 1 to
4, at the Colorado Memorial
Gardens Cemetery, 3825 Airport Rd.
The three-quarter size replica of the Vietnam
Memorial in Washington, D.C. will be open to visitors
24 hours a day.

HAPPENINGS

to 1 p.m. June 23 at Fort Carson’s Post Exchange. The
event is free. Anyone may attend.

Springspree set for downtown
Colorado Springs’ “Springspree” is from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m., Saturday, along Tejon Street from Boulder
to Costilla Streets. There is a run at 7 a.m. for adults
and 8:30 a.m. for children prior to the race. Food,
entertainment, music, demonstrations and more will
be available. Use the city garage at 127 E. Kiowa
or 130 S. Nevada Ave for $3, or ride a city bus
free that day. For more information, visit
Springspree.com.

Renaissance Festival
coming to
Larkspur
The Colorado
Renaissance Festival
will run weekends
through July 31, rain
or shine. The festival
is in the permanent
medieval village near
Larkspur — take Interstate 25
north to Exit 172. Parking is free;
adult admission is $16.95 and children under 12 are
admitted for $8.

Drifting demonstration scheduled

“In Their Honor Air Show” ready for
take-off

Drifting is a sport that started in the mid-1960s
on windy, mountain roads near Nagano, Japan. Drivers
intentionally and skillfully put their cars into a controlled slide or drift. The drifting is done at high speeds
through a marked course. Several of these drivers, or
showmen, will put a demonstration on from 11:30 a.m

Anyone who missed the Peterson Air Force Base
air show can attend the fifth annual “In Their Honor
Air Show,” from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. July 9 and 10, at the
former Colorado Springs Airport on Fountain
Boulevard east of Powers. Gates will open each day at
8:00 a.m. and fly-bys and performances will continue

until 5 p.m. There will also be aircraft on display.
General admission tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for
children ages 6 to 11. Children 5 and under get in free.
Active-duty military and spouses can buy a ticket for
$8 at the gate.
Advance tickets are on sale at King Sooper
stores and at www.ticketswest.com.

Street breakfast kicks off rodeo
The 45th annual street breakfast is from 5:30 to
10 a.m. Wednesday in downtown Colorado Springs.
Fort Carson Soldiers set up a field kitchen in the street
and cook up pancakes and eggs for thousands.
The street breakfast kicks off the Pikes Peak or
Bust Rodeo, which is July 13 through 17 at NorrisPenrose stadium on Rio Grande Street, between 8th
and 21st streets.
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