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Team Pete NCO makes final roster cut
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

This is part of a series of articles
covering the Air Force Women’s softball
team and the Armed Forces Women’s
Softball championships hosted by
Peterson Air Force Base.
As a girl growing up at Norton Air
Force Base, Calif., she played games
and participated in various school activities, but never set foot on a field.
A daughter of a chief master sergeant, it seemed it was her destiny to
serve her country, but she said she never
thought she’d be serving as a member of
the Air Force women’s softball team.
Let alone, to have the opportunity
to play in front of millions of people
on ESPN.
Technical Sgt. Eileen Hendee,
Combatant Commanders C2 Systems
Group NCO in charge of executive services, said she never played softball until
she joined the Air Force.
“I was stationed at Cannon AFB,
N.M., when someone asked me to come
out and play for the squadron,” Sergeant
Hendee said. “After that, I was hooked
and loved to play.”
Over the next 11 years of her
career, she had the opportunity to hone
her skills at different locations around
the globe.
“I got to play on the base teams at

Kunsan Air Base, Korea; McChord
AFB, Wash.; and Hickam AFB,
Hawaii,” Sergeant Hendee said. “I
mainly played second base and in the
outfield. I didn’t think about trying to
pitch until this year.”
In 2004, she decided to try and
take her game to the next level and
compete for the AF women’s team.
“I didn’t make the cut last year,”
Sergeant Hendee said. “There are so
many good ball players out there. I didn’t
want to give up though, so I worked on
some things the coach said to do to prepare myself for this year’s tryouts.”
Bill Hardy, Air Force women’s
softball team head coach, said he kept
in contact with Sergeant Hendee during
the off season.
“I talked to her and gave her some
things to improve on,” Coach Hardy
said. “I told her to try pitching to give
her some versatility. She came to the
tryouts this year and threw strikes.”
The coach said her pitching was a
key factor in her selection to the team
this year, but it wasn’t the only thing.
“She came out this year with more
confidence,” Coach Hardy said. “I also
noticed her hitting had improved and
she is showing more power and consistency each day in practice. Eileen also
knew of some things I was looking for
from her tryout in ‘04 and that gave her
an advantage, too.”
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Technical Sgt. Eileen Hendee, Air Force women’s softball team pitcher,
releases a pitch to a teammate during batting practice. The team recently finished second in a tournament held at Steamboat Springs, Colo. Aug. 19 to 21.

Sergeant Hendee was surprised to
hear her name called when the announcement was made on who would represent
the AF in this year’s tournament.
“There were so many great players
at this year’s tryout, I didn’t think I was
going to make the cut,” Sergeant
Hendee said. “The whole experience
has been great and I can’t wait to play in

the tournament.”
Sergeant Hendee said she also
looks forward to trying out for next
year’s team.
The stage has been set today for a
little girl who grew up not playing
sports. One who may take the mound as
one of the Air Force’s elite athletes in
hopes of bringing home the gold.

AFPC notifies Airmen of criminal activity exposing personal info
The Air Force is notifying more
than 33,000 Airmen that a security
breach has occurred in the online
Assignment Management System.
The notification comes after Air
Force Personnel Center officials at
Randolph Air Force Base alerted Air
Force and federal investigators to
unusually high activity on a single user’s
AMS account in June.
An online program called AMS is
used for assignment preferences and
career management, contains career
information on officers and enlisted
members as well as some personal
information like birth dates and social
security numbers, said Col. Lee Hall,
AFPC director of assignments.
It does not contain personal
addresses, phone numbers or specific
dependent information.
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Identity at risk
A malicious user accessed approximately half of the officer force’s individual information while only a handful
of noncommissioned officers were

affected, said to Lt. Col. John Clarke,
AFPC’s deputy director of personnel
data systems. The person used a legitimate user’s login information to access
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and/or download individuals’ personal
information.
“We notified Airmen as quickly as
we could while still following criminal
investigation procedures with the OSI,”
said Maj. Gen. Tony Przybyslawski,
AFPC commander. “Protecting Airmen’s
personal information is something we
take very seriously and we are doing
everything we can to catch and prosecute
those responsible under the law.
“We notified the individuals
involved outlining what happened and
how they can best insulate themselves
from this potential risk,” the general
added. “We’ve taken steps to increase our
system security. We’re working with all
Air Force agencies to identify vulnerabilities. We must keep our data protected.”
Captain Greg Letendre, 21st

See Criminal, Page 2

21st Space Wing
Condor Crest Exercise
concludes Friday
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Air Force Space Command celebrates 23rd anniversary
By Susan Dawson
Air Force Space Command Office of History

Editor’s Note: Air Force Space
Command celebrates the 23rd anniversary of its activation on Sept. 1. The following article explains the events that
led to the command’s establishment and
provides an overview of the history of
the command since then.
Air Force Space Command’s activation Sept. 1, 1982, completed nearly a
decade of work consolidating the Air
Force’s role in space. Its creation also
marked the beginning of a new era for
the Air Force in which space-based systems enhanced control over the skies.
Today, the Air Force uses spacebased systems to efficiently communi-

cate, determine weather conditions, provide navigation information, act as early
warning detection systems and conduct
space surveillance.
As the Guardians of the High
Frontier, AFSPC people centrally manage and control space systems to fulfill
the command’s mission of defending the
United States of America through the
control and exploitation of space. Air
Force Space Command has its roots in
the post-World War II era, when national defense concerns dictated that the
United States dominate not only the
skies, but also space.
The Soviet Union launched
Sputnik in October 1957, and American
interest in space grew quickly.
The Air Force initially focused on
developing capabilities for interconti-

nental ballistic missiles and space systems. These efforts found success in the
Atlas and Titan ICBM programs and
Project SCORE, which launched the
first active communications satellite
into orbit Dec. 18, 1958.
This led to the formation of the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration as directors of civil and
manned space ventures and the National
Reconnais-sance Office as operators
of classified reconnaissance satellites.
The Air Force extensively supported
both organizations while developing its
own military space programs.
Throughout the 1960s and 1970s,
the Air Force developed space-based
systems to provide warning of missile
attacks, meteorological information,
communications, navigational data and

surveillance as part of military operations. These systems were used as part
of military operations for the first time
during the Vietnam War.
By the end of the 1970s, the
increasing potential of space-based systems in warfare and plans for military
use of the space shuttle made it clear
that the Air Force needed to overhaul
space systems management. A variety
of commands handled space responsibilities, making coordinated efforts difficult and confusing.
In November 1978, Chief of Staff
General Lew Allen established a Space
Mission
Organization
Planning
Executive Committee to study the situation. One year later, it issued the Space
Missions Organizational Planning

See Anniversary, Page 14
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Check this out!
Major Steven Krehbiel, 20th Space Control Squadron, Detachment 1 commander, discusses the dodecahedron with Brig. Gen. Richard Webber, 21st Space Wing commander,
and Chief Master Sgt. James Moody, 21st SW command chief, during their visit Aug. 16
to the 20th SPCS at the Naval Surface Warfare Command, Dahlgren Division in Dahlgren,
Va. The Dodecahedron is a 9-inch diameter satellite with rods that expand out 25 feet to
make a large target for the U.S. Navy’s space surveillance program.

Military Support Squadron military personnel flight commander, said
502 people here were affected by the AMS security breach. All questions on this incident should be directed to AFPC.
First Lt. Ester Green, 21st MSS chief of customer support, was
one of the officers impacted by the security breech. She is already
working on ways to prevent identity theft from the information that
was taken.
“I have put a fraud alert on all my accounts and changed the pin
numbers to try and prevent some unauthorized person from using my
social security number to establish credit or modify my existing
accounts,” said Lt. Green. “If people were affected, they should have
received a message from the AFPC robot.”
In the meantime, officials say officers may login to the virtual MPF at www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/vs to see if their information
was viewed. If it was, they will receive a pop-up banner after logging in, which will provide additional information. The small number of enlisted members who have had their information viewed will
be contacted directly. Airmen may also go directly to
www.afpc.rand-olph.af.mil/checker to determine if they’re personal
information was viewed.
Officials also said Airmen may decide to follow Federal Trade
Commission guidelines for dealing with identity theft at www.consumer.gov/idtheft/index.html. Under the Fair Credit Reporting Act,
beginning Sept. 1, everyone is entitled to one free credit check annually, to request this free report visit www.annualcreditreport .com.
Any Airman who believes he or she has become a victim of identity
theft, call the Office of Special Investigations at 556-4347 and the
legal office at 556-4871.
(Information for this story was provided by the Air Force
Personnel Center)

A Moment in Time

August 23, 1937

First wholly automatic landing in
history accomplished.
August 23, 1954
The YC-130 Hercules made its
maiden flight from Lockheed Air
Terminal, Burbank, Calif.
August 23, 1990
The 89th Military Airlift Wing
receives the first of two Boeing
VC-25A presidential transport
aircraft at Andrews AFB, Md.
The VC-25A is a modified 747200B commercial transport
that replaces the VC-137C.
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Fog foils ‘Rage on Range’ but dampens no one’s spirits
Staff Sgt. Phyllis Duff
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

Wanted: Adventuresome athletes
to team up for rugged, racing competition on Rampart Range in the Colorado
Rocky Mountains. Only those in excellent shape need apply.
Seven teams of four from Peterson
Air Force Base, Schriever AFB, and the
U.S. Air Force Academy answered the
call Aug. 5, gearing up for anything and
expecting everything.
Not a peak of sunlight penetrated
the pillows of clouds that enveloped the
Rampart Range and seemed to follow
the “Rage on the Range” adventure race
from start to finish.
The first leg of the race began
near Leo Lake at the Farish
Recreational Center. The seven teams
stretched, sniffed and shivered a little,
as the event coordinator, Seth Cannello,
of the Schriever Fitness Center, spelled
out the rules of the race and described
the challenges the competitors were all
about to face. After the brief, the teams
readied themselves for the five-minuteincrement start to hit the trail running.
The first team to take off was the
U.S. Air Force Space Cycling Team, followed by the USAFA’s Team Divas, the
only all-female team. The Neutiquan
Erro team, Latin for “I am not lost,”
then started in on their paces. Next in
line was the Defenders team. Then,
Those Who Wander began their journey. Finally, it was hammer time for the
seventh team, Hammer Jam, with team
members from Schriever, Peterson and
the Academy.
Dew drops dripped off the pine
needles onto the boulder-lined trail,
which led the teams to the second chal-
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Team “Divas” member Lisa Kary, Air
Force Academy’s 306th Flying
Training Group, sure-foots her way
down the face of a 115-foot cliff during the rappelling portion of the
“Rage on the Range” adventure race
Friday. Twenty-eight people on seven
teams competed in the race Aug. 5
and overcame both terrain and fog to
complete a course of running, canoeing, bicycling and rappelling.

lenge – canoeing about one-half mile
on Rampart Reservoir. Many competitors said this is where the fog sabotaged
the competition. Its density made the
lake and any trail markers virtually
disappear. The fog’s foul play caused
all of the teams to exhume more time
and energy early on than expected.
Because of this, determining the winning team at the finish would be very
difficult, said Cannello.

All of the teams fought onward,
each rowing their set of canoes across
the reservoir to shore. After rushing up
the boat ramp, carrying the canoes, the
teams prepped for and took off on the
first half of the 11-mile bike trek. They
wound curved paths laden with boulders and endless pine and other trees
leading down into Nichols Reservoir –
the rappelling point – a challenge some
competitors said they experienced for
the first time that day.
All teams clamored up 115 feet to
the top of a mountain cliff, where
Schriever Fire Department members
and a rappelling professional were ready
to assist the two or more members from
each four-person team who rappelled
over the edge into the fog-covered,
rocky abyss.
Back on solid ground again, team
members continued forging the trail on
bike to what some of the competitors
said was the most adrenaline-pumping
part of the race – climbing a half-mile,
from 7,758 feet up to 8,553 feet.
“(The climb) feels closer to two
miles – good shoes are a must,” said
Cannello.
Once the competitors reached the
top, they had to locate an old airplane
crash site and then return to the bottom,
where they again would board their
bikes and journey on to the finish line
at the Academy. Competitors said the
cumulative 11 biking miles was no easy
measure, considering the bikes had to
be carried up the mountain ridges
toward the end of the race.
In less than four hours, from start
to finish, 28 drenched, drained, muddy
(and some a little bloody), and now
hard-core competitors made it to the
finish line.

At the USAFA’s base picnic, some
seemingly curious, even envious, onlookers commented, “How did you guys
get to do that? It sounds like fun.”
Different teams’ members agreed,
it was fun and challenging.
“I put quite a few miles on my
bike – and went on some long runs,”
said Hammer Jam member, Doug
Hayes. “But I don’t think I was as prepared as I should have been. The adventure race was totally challenging and
now that I know what to expect, I will
definitely do it again.”
After biking up the mountain, the
competitors got ready to rappel off a
mountain cliff.
“To me, rappelling was the best,”
said North Side Up team member, John
Shaw, 4th Space Operations Squadron.
“It was kind of surreal to jump off the
cliff into the dense fog without seeing
the ground below – you really had to
trust your equipment.”
“We trained together, planned
together and finished together,” he
added. “I’m looking forward to doing it
again next year.”
Despite hours upon hours of planning, coordinating and making numerous trips to Rampart to plot the trail, the
abnormal fog that rolled in added an
unexpected twist said Cannello.
“Because of all the weather-related problems, it was impossible for me
to declare a winner,” said Cannello. “In
my opinion, everyone won because they
all finished and nobody got seriously
injured.
“Despite the problems we faced
this year, I’m sure next year’s race will
be even better,” he continued. “We may
even include some GPS navigation to
add to the adventure.”

Peak Performer
Name: Richard Doughman
Rank: Airman 1st Class
Organization: 21st Space Communications Squadron
Duty Title: Technical control apprentice
Time in Service: 1 year
Hometown: Middletown, Ohio
Off-duty interests and hobbies:
Playing pool, bowling, chatting
online with friends from home,
exercising, watching movies.
Why did you join the Air Force? I
joined the Air Force to get out of
my hometown, but more importantly to serve America. I could
have done this by joining any
branch of service. Speaking with all
of the recruiters allowed me to
choose what was best for me.
What inspires you to do what you
do? I love being a part of the
world’s greatest air power. My
grandpa served four years in the
Navy, and has worked tremendously hard throughout his life. He is

still doing the same job for the
same company that started nearly
40 years ago. He has always
stressed to me the power and benefits of education and hard work.
His determination for me to do so
well is a major inspiration to me.
What is your favorite part of
your job? I am still fairly new to my
job and don’t know too much about
it technically to determine a
favorite aspect of the job. However,
the people I work with are an outstanding part of what I do. The
knowledge and friendship with
these men and women make coming to work a fun thing to do.
What goals have you set? My

Airman 1st Class Doughman

short-term goals include completing my Career Development
Courses and making senior
Airman below-the-zone. As for a
long-term goal, I want to get as
much education as I can before it
comes time to make the decision

whether or not to reenlist. At that
point in time, I can evaluate myself
and my situation and hopefully be
able to make the right decision.
Commissioning will be a primary
focus should I decide to stay in
the Air Force.
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Command leadership addresses space weapons
By Carolyn O’Hara
Foriegn Policy Magazine

The U.S. military is studying
weapons designed for outer space.
Michael Krepon, who directs the Henry
L. Stimson Center’s Space Security
Project, believes that weaponizing space
would be a big mistake. But Lt. Gen.
Daniel P. Leaf, vice commander of Air
Force Space Command, thinks this view
isn’t accurate. So Foreign Policy invited
the vice commander to respond and
explain why the United States must
dominate the final frontier.
Q: The Air Force doctrine on
space weapons refers to “offensive
counterspace operations.” What does
that mean?
A: [Offensive counterspace operations] deny adversaries access to space
capabilities. That does not necessarily
mean combat in space or direct attacks
on satellites. There are many ways to
counter enemy access to space, including attacking the ground segment of a
space system or interrupting a link.
It is simplistic to think that offensive counterspace can only mean spacebased weapons. Our first priority is to
use means that are temporary and
reversible.
Critics of space weapons suggest
reaching an agreement among spacefaring nations to establish rules of space
warfare. But you don’t have to be a
space-faring nation to have access to

space capabilities. All you need is a
credit card, and you can get imagery
derived from satellites very readily.
That’s a space capability. Non-state
adversaries that are opposing the United
States or its allies could access commercial imagery and use it against us.
Q: Why should space dominance
be a priority now?
A: It’s a priority because it has
transformed the way we fight – in terms
of precision, communication, navigation
and awareness of the enemy. If those
capabilities are taken away from our
forces, it will be beyond unfortunate.
We’ll be more likely to be forced to
fight because we will know less. When
we do fight, we will lose more people
and resources. We will also be less precise, more destructive and kill more on
the enemy side of the lines. Do we really want to become less precise and to
know less in the interest of an academic
argument about the nature of space? I
don’t think so.
Q: Aren’t the offensive counterspace strategies laid out by the Air Force
a threat to other countries?
A: It is clear that some find it
provocative. But I know that we in the
Department of Defense are being very
responsible and thoughtful about our
response. Part of that is recognizing that
spurring an arms race will have more
negative consequences than we can
stand. But at the same time, we have to
be responsible. It would be foolish to

eliminate from our consideration some
capabilities that may be necessary in the
future. I would certainly not want to testify to some future equivalent of the
9/11 Commission and say, “Well, yes,
we knew there might be weapons used
against our satellites and we weren’t
ready to respond because it didn’t seem
like the right thing to do.”
I can’t speak for our adversaries,
but I have a very difficult time believing
that they aren’t looking for ways to
counter our space capabilities. We have
to be responsible and prepared.
Q: The former secretary of the Air
Force said “the proverbial first shot of
space warfare has already been fired”
with the use of jammers against U.S.
satellites. What does that mean?
A: Our defensive counterspace
mind-set means that when something
happens to a space system – to the link,
the ground segment, or the satellite –
rather than simply assuming that it is a
space weather or computer problem, we
also look at whether we are under
attack. We don’t assume that an adversary is attacking, but we don’t assume
they aren’t, either.
Q: Are the Air Force’s programs
designed to avoid creating space debris?
A: We appreciate the dangers of
space debris. Our priority is on temporary and reversible means, not destruction. But we also know that there could
be the potential for such a significant
threat that destroying it might merit the

resultant debris. I have never been issued
a crystal ball, so I’m not going to dismiss
the possibility that it could happen.
Q: If weapons are space-based,
they’ll be expensive to launch, maintain,
and replace. How much more money are
you seeking from the budget?
A: The programs compete on their
merits. Space is difficult, and the
physics make it expensive. But with
Department of Defense budgeting, we
never get what we ask for. We put forward in good faith what we believe the
right capabilities are for the nation and
adjust to what is given.
Q: Critics jump on the fact that
some of the budgets are classified. Why
is that necessary? Doesn’t it give critics
ammunition to say that the Air Force is
pursuing offensive capabilities more
than you’re letting on?
A: We protect classified information when it needs to be protected. There
are times when it does need to be protected. I am disappointed that they don’t
trust us. We have been a trustworthy
service in the Department of Defense in
following national policy.
There are some who will criticize
regardless, but I am confident that we
are responsible stewards of our nation’s
space capabilities and military considerations in the use of space. The environment of space does not separate it from
the sad tapestry of warfare.
For information visit www.foreignpolicy.com.
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A breakable habit; HAWC can help
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

A man was lying on a hospital bed in the living
room. The skin on his face was tightly drawn over his
skull and was the color of yellow parchment. His
eyes were closed and his breaths were shallow. This
was the face of lung cancer.
After years of smoking, death was coming
for my uncle. Unfortunately he was only in his
mid-fifties and was leaving behind a wife and two
children. Within a week after seeing him this way,
he passed away.
According to the American Lung Association
website, www.lungusa.org, smoking causes 90 percent of lung cancer in men and 80 percent of lung
cancer in women. In addition, smoking increases the
risk of stroke, high blood pressure, emphysema and
many other diseases.
“Each year 440,000 people die of tobacco-related illness in the U.S., costing $157.7 billion in health
care costs,” according to the ALA website. “More
than 12 million Americans have died from smoking
since the 1964 report of the Surgeon General, and
another 25 million Americans alive today will most
likely die of a smoking-related illness.”
The Health and Wellness center at Peterson Air
Force Base offers tobacco cessation classes. Staff Sgt.
Autumn Redline, certified dietary therapist at the
HAWC, said classes are held every Thursday. Not just
for smokers, but any tobacco users.
Sergeant Redline is a former smoker herself and
used a smoking cessation class at a previous base to
help her quit smoking. “The program works fairly
well,” she said, “but it depends on the person.”
Besides all the diseases associated with smok-

“

25 million Americans
alive today will most likely
die of a smoking-related
illness.

”

– American Lung
Association website

ing, Sergeant Redline said it is important for
military personnel to quit because of fitness requirements. She said smokers tend to run slower, be less
fit and have less energy.
“We just want our Air Force to be more physically fit,” said Sergeant Redline.
The HAWC uses the Quit Smart program to
help people stop using all tobacco products, she said.
According to the Quit Smart website, www.quitsmart.com, the Quit Smart program was developed by Dr. Robert Shipley, director of the Duke
Medical Center Stop Smoking Clinic. The program has produced quit rates of up to 66
percent.
Sergeant Redline says there are a
number of ways for people to quit smoking. Some people switch tobacco
brands, others quit “cold turkey” and
some quit gradually.
“Nicotine is a very addictive drug,”
according to a U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services consumer guide. “Usually people
make two or three tries, or more, before finally being
able to quit. Each time you try to quit, you can learn
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by Jeff Adcox

about what helps
and what hurts.”
According to the ALA website,
there are great long-term benefits
when you quit smoking. After five
years the risk of stroke is the same
as a person who has never smoked
and after 15 years the risk of death
returns to the same as a person who
has never smoked.
For information about this program, contact the HAWC at 556-4292, ext. 0 or visit their website at www.peterson.af.mil/hawc. They are located on
the second floor of the Sports and Fitness Center here.
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Thinking about a career change?
The Air Education and Training Command
Special Duty Assignments Team and the Air Force
Recruiting Service Recruit-the-Recruiter Team will
visit the Team Pete Professional Development Center
in Building 350, Room 2127, Tuesday. A general information briefing about military training leader, military
training instructor, technical training instructor or professional military education instructor special-duty
assignments will be held from 8 to 8:45 a.m. A
recruiter briefing will be held from 9 to 10:30 a.m. for
anyone interested specifically in recruiting. The target
audience for both briefings ranges from airmen 1st
class with 20 months time-in-service to master sergeants with less than 17 years time-in-service. A special briefing for chiefs, first sergeants and superintendents will be held from 11 to 11:30 a.m. to provide
guidance on all special-duty applications, preparing
these individuals to better guide their troops through
the processes. Members who wish to apply for
recruiter duty following the briefing will be asked to
return at 1 p.m. for application and processing actions,
including medical and dental screening. For information, contact Master Sgt. Kristin Clark at 556-9226 or
kristin.clark@peterson.af.mil.

Pre-separation briefing available
for retiring, separating members
This mandatory briefing takes place from 3 to 4
p.m., Wednesday at the family support center. This
briefing is offered every other week for those who are
retiring or separating from the military. People must

NEWS
receive this briefing no later than 90 days before separation or retirement. This briefing is to ensure members have sufficient information and time to take full
advantage of their benefits as a veteran and to explain
the services of the Transition Assistance Program.

Appointments will be offered through Sept. 1. To
schedule an appointment, call 556-2273.

Transaction reporting, control
program briefings available

This mandatory class takes place from 7:30 to
8:30 a.m. Tuesday at the family support center. This
class highlights all sponsor responsibilities and is held
every other week.

The fiscal year 2006 NCO Retraining Program
began Aug. 1, targeting approximately 1,100 noncommissioned officers (staff sergeant through senior master sergeant) to retrain from Air Force Specialty Codes
with NCO overages to AFSCs with NCO shortages.
Those susceptible for involuntary retraining have
been or will be notified and can view their standing on
the vulnerability list via the Air Force Personnel
Center homepage using their Virtual Military
Personnel Flight login. It’s imperative these members
consider voluntary retraining or special-duty application as soon as notified.
The voluntary phase of the program runs through
Oct. 14 and, if necessary, an involuntary phase will
begin shortly afterward in AFSCs not meeting retraining-out quotas. Some restrictions apply, depending on
grade, AFSC and time on station. For information and
a list of available retraining in AFSCs, contact the
MPF employment section at 556-7400 or the Team
Pete Career Assistance Advisor at 556-9226.

Deployment, remote tour
briefings available

Staff makes professional development
center schedule available

The Transaction Reporting and Control program
assists Air Force planners in projecting and managing
enlisted-force-strength levels and gives resource managers sufficient lead time to effectively backfill members separating from the Air Force. The TRAC program
also allows Airmen time to complete actions associated
with reenlistment or separation. Anyone within 150
days of his or her date of separation who has not projected a reenlistment date or a separation date, or who
needs to be scheduled for the next TRAC briefing, can
call Staff Sgt. Clinton Minor at 556-4943.

Sponsorship training class available
for military, civilian employees

This mandatory briefing takes place from 11
a.m. to noon Tuesdays at the family support center. The
briefing is for those who are deploying or going on a
remote tour.
This briefing educates members on the three
phases involved with separation and the programs
available for the families left behind. Spouses are
encouraged to attend.

Peterson clinic staff offers sports,
school physicals
Physicals are conducted by appointment only.

Retraining program offers
opportunities for NCOs

The First Term Airmen Center will host its next
classes Sept. 12 through 23, Oct. 17 through 28, Nov.
7 through 18, and Dec. 5 through 16. Right Decision
workshops are available from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. Sept.
13, Oct. 18, Nov. 8 and Dec. 6. Mentoring courses are
offered from 1 to 4 p.m., today, Oct. 20 and Jan. 5.
Watch for future seminars on the new Enlisted Force
Structure, Study Skills, Silver Bullets, Enlisted to
Officer, Being a Better Supervisor, Your Virtual
Career, and Space Familiarization. Call the career
assistance advisor at 556-9226 for information.
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Senior NCO shares first experiences in Afghanistan
By Senior Master Sgt. Ty Foster
Combined Forces Coalition – Afghanistan Public
Affairs

Editor’s note: This is the first in a
series of articles from Senior Master
Sgt. Ty Foster on his experiences while
deployed to Bagram Air Base,
Afghanistan.
After several days of fly-wait-

sleep-eat-sleep-wait-wait and sleep, I
finally hopped aboard a C-17 bound
for Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan. It
was my first C-17 flight – nice ride.
As with all of the previous 20 hours of
flight, I slept most of the time. It was
4:40 a.m. by the time we disembarked.
Dawn was hinting at the horizon,
revealing that the base was surrounded
by a jagged mountain range. The

Photo by Capt. Tom Knowles

Senior Airman James McGregor scans the horizon for potential threats,
preparing for a convoy operation. Airman McGregor recently graduated from
a training course designed to teach transportation Airmen how to survive
during convoy operations in potentially hostile locations.

unveiled landscape reminded me of
Death Valley only a bit cooler. By 9
a.m. it had climbed to 90-plus degrees.
I hustled to and fro to get inprocessed,
pick up my body armor and ammo for
my nine-millimeter. The local public
affairs shop picked me up and kept me
entertained with a good meal, base
tour and brief on their operations while
I waited for my convoy ride to Kabul,
some 40 miles southwest of BAF.
At about 1 p.m. my convoy of
three vehicles was moving out toward
the main gate. At the gate, we did a
button hook back into the base.
An Explosive Ordinance
Disposal team was just outside the
gate responding to some explosive
device. Undeterred, we went out one of
the lesser used gates – a true adventure
into Afghan culture. We kept our speed
between 20 and 25 mph along the
gravel and dirt roads. Our route took
us through narrow ditch-lined roads
which are flanked by a sub-rural community. Properties are bound by brown
adobe brick walls of varying heights.
Children and adults went about their
lives. Some of them gave us a thumb’s
up or waved. Others gave us a thumb’s
down. Some women wore their burka
as we passed and uncovered themselves after we passed. Little boys
played in the ditches to quell the summer’s heat. Few of the homes would
pass as suitable dwellings for our live-

stock, yet these people are at home
here. Our five-mile detour took about
20 minutes and was fascinating.
Back on the highway out of BAF,
we headed south. Our rural roads are
super highways by these standards.
Potholes and bumps are monstrous and
take their toll on the body and vehicle.
If one looked hard enough, beauty is there to be seen. Burnt umbers,
ochres, browns and greens painted the
harsh landscape. Goats, sheep, midget
donkeys and camels congregated
around nomadic settlements. It’s not
hard to imagine why even Genghis
Khan was unable to roust these people
from this land. They are a hardy lot lean and darkened by the sun. They
eke their living from a hard earth.
Their level of material comfort is
incomparable with our soft ways. To
live here, one must be strong –
resilient – to endure. These are the
people we are helping. These are also
the people we battle. They are tough.
Brick works lined the highway.
Men labored in the heat shoveling dirt
to make their bricks to be fired in tall
kilns. Large trucks and burros labored
under their loads of cargo. Rock walls
are abundant and present for no apparent reason. They are well crafted and
seem to be erected as the base of a
larger yet unbuilt structure. Remnants
of old homes, reduced to hovels by

See Afghanistan, Page 10
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Podcasting first for Air Force

Afghanistan, from Page 8

By Tech. Sgt. J.C. Woodring

time, took on new life as a young
family readied it for a new life
together. One fixed up a wall while
another swept dirt from the hardpacked dirt floor.
Our trip to the capital was
largely uninterrupted, save for the
occasional vehicle or animal in the
road. Traffic laws seemed to be nonexistent as drivers jockeyed for confined spaces on the narrow, unmaintained roadways. Our compound is
but a stone’s throw from President
Karzai’s palace. Camp Eggers, my
destination, is about four acres in
size. It is largely constructed of shipping containers which have been
modified for human inhabitation very creative. There are some buildings which carry various names such
as Ark House, Lonestar House and
Goat House. The Goat House, now a
dining facility or D-fac, had goats in
it when United States forces arrived,
hence the name.
I live off post, for now, in a
safehouse – guarded around-theclock by Afghani National Police.
Shuttle vans ferry us to and from
work. We wear our body armor off
post and our weapon whenever we’re
out of our immediate work area – full
clip and one in the chamber – hooah.
Next week, I’ll move on post. I share

Air Force Print News

For the first time, the Air Force is
using the Internet and digital technology
to podcast its radio news.
Podcasts are broadcasts
of Internet audio programs, usually in an
MP3 format. People
can then subscribe to
receive the audio
files. Many commercial
content
providers offer free
podcast feeds which
deliver the audio to
subscriber’s desktops.
“We’re excited
that Airmen, civilians
and their families can
now hear our daily
updates whenever and wherever they want,” said Tech. Sgt.
Ryan Hoke, of the Air Force Broadcasting
Service. “The Air Force News team works
hard to make sure the information in
‘Around the Air Force’ is useful to our
audience. Now it’s much easier to get to,
as well.”
Podcasting has a subscription model
which uses a feed to deliver an enclosed
file. Listeners can subscribe to feeds
using software that periodically checks
for and downloads new content automatically.
“Podcasts are quickly becoming

more and more popular for one simple
reason: convenience,” said Leslie Benito,
Air Force Public Web branch chief. “In
today’s fast-paced world, most folks don’t
have the time to sit and listen to their
favorite show during its scheduled
broadcast. Podcasts offer them
the ability to listen to those
shows whenever and wherever is convenient for
them.
“Any digital audio
player or computer with
audio-playing software
can play podcasts,” said
Mr. Benito.
Air Force News
can be accessed on
www.af.mil.
“Peterson
Air
Force Base can successfully support this program.” said Staff Sgt. David
Sanchez, Peterson’s workgroup
program manager. “Streaming
audio is available through the AFNEWS
site but not available through commercial
sites. If Air Force Space Command
receives a security modification to the
network that disables this feature, everyone will be affected.”
People without a podcasting background can read detailed listening instructions online at www.af.mil/podcast.
Once the podcasting software has
been installed, users can add the Air Force
podcast feed, located at www.af.mil
/media/podcast/afradionews.xml.

“

I live off post, for
now, in a safehouse –
guarded around the
clock
by
Afghani
National Police. We
wear our body armor off
post and our weapon
whenever we’re out of
our immediate work
area – full clip and one
in the chamber.

”

a room with a chief. It is more of a
cell at 8 feet by 10 feet, with a pillar
right in the middle. Common showers
and enclosed toilet rooms meet our
sanitary needs. Food is palatable. My
schedule has me awake by 4:30 a.m.
and to work by 5:30 a.m., working
until 7 or 7:30 p.m. Our schedule is
pretty open to accommodate workouts and eating three meals a day.
Friday is casual day, where we wear
our physical training gear or civilian
clothing. Friday is also bazaar day.
Local vendors offer their wares and
eager, if not knowledgeable buyers,
dicker for better prices. It will be
my first bazaar and I am looking
forward to it.
I look forward to experiencing
this new country and its culture.

NEWS

www.peterson.af.mil

Minor vehicle accident
A security forces team responded
to the Building One parking lot following a report of an accident involving two
vehicles. The first driver was trying to
park when he noticed the vehicle in the
next parking spot was too close to the
white line separating the parking
spaces. When the driver hit the brakes
he hit a wet spot on the road and his car
slid into the second vehicle. Security
forces had the drivers fill out a State of
Colorado accident report. Be careful
when parking. Drivers should make sure
they are within their parking area. Take
extra care when roads are wet or icy.

Destruction of private
property
A security forces team responded to
Patriot Hall after a witness reported that
someone threw a television over the third
floor balcony. Two suspects were taken
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into custody. Both suspects were under
the influence of alcohol and were found
to be underage. An argument between
two suspects caused one of them to throw
the television. The television was valued
at $70. Both suspects were read their
Article 31 rights and released to their
respective first sergeants. Judgment is
one of the first things to go when alcohol
consumption gets out of hand. This is a
perfect example of why it’s important to
have a wingman.

Alarm activation
A security forces team responded
to an alarm activation at the Building
Two reserve parking lot. A person trying
to get into the parking lot tripped the
alarm. Security forces confirmed the
person was authorized to use the parking lot but had put in the incorrect code.

Loud noise complaint
Security forces patrolmen responded to a noise complaint in Dorm
Building 871. The complainant said there
were loud banging and crashing sounds
coming from one of the rooms. The
patrolmen went to the room and warned
the occupant to keep the music down
during late hours.

With Eagle Eyes, any community
member can repor t suspicious
activities 24 hours a day by calling
the law enforcement desk at
556-4000.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Follow your nose
Senior Airman Leo Peters and Mowgli inspect wall hangings in the DeKok
Building Friday at Schriever Air Force Base. Airman Peters is a military working dog handler with the 21st Security Forces Squadron here. He and Mowgli
have been a team for about three months.
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Medical group announces closure

visit www.tricare.osd.mil or call 1-888-874-9378.

The 21st Medical Group will close from 7 a.m. to
noon today for participation in the 21st Space Wing
Warrior Day work out.

Commissary holds case lot sale

Military widows hold meeting
The Society of Military Widows, Chapter 15 will
meet at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday at the Officers’ Club.
Lunch will follow the meeting in the club’s dining
room. For information, call Ute Pettit at 392-7346 or
Myra Phaneuf at 596-4467.

Hearing aids now available for activeduty dependents through TRICARE
Active-duty family members who meet specific
hearing requirements will be eligible to receive hearing aids and services or supplies needed as a TRICARE benefit, beginning Sept. 1. For information,

Anniversary, from Page 2
Study report with five recommendations for reorganization.
In 1980, the Air Force’s Summer
Study on Space highlighted organizational deficiencies preventing the Air
Force from fully realizing opportunities
in space. As a result, Air Staff created
the Directorate for Space Operations
within the Headquarters United States
Air Force’s Deputy Chief of Staff for
Operations, Plans and Readiness in
1981. The organization conducted intensive study on space as a support tool in
war fighting. The study, combined with
a General Accounting Office report criticizing the De-partment of Defense for
poor management of military space programs, provided the impetus for final

The Peterson Commissary will hold a case lot
sale Sept. 16 and 17. There will be savings available in
the parking lot area on numerous products.

Peterson Base Exchange
honors retirees
The Peterson Base Exchange will honor retirees
Sept. 16 through 18 with its annual "Still Serving"
weekend. The BX staff will offer drawings, free
refreshments, free product samples, vendor demonstrations and door prizes. For information, call Vicky
Smith at 596-7270.

Academy PC Gamers club
holds monthly LAN party
The Academy PC Gamers Club is hosting a

organizational change.
By mid-1982, General Robert T.
Marsh, Air Force Systems Command
commander, and General James
Hartinger,
Aerospace
Defense
Command commander, began creating
an operational major command for
space. The command’s formation was
announced on June 21, 1982, and activated on Sept. 1, 1982, under the leadership of General Hartinger.
Space Command eventually
absorbed programs from Aerospace
Defense Command, Air Force Systems
Command, Strategic Air Command and
Air Force Comm-unications Command.
In 1985, the command was renamed Air
Force Space Command to reduce confusion with the newly activated United
States Space Command.

Local Area Network gaming party from 9 a.m. to 10
p.m. Sept. 24 at the Milazzo Club. There will be tournaments and prizes given throughout the day. For
information, visit www.academygamers.com or e-mail
info@academygamers.com.

Schriever hosts GPS conference
The 2nd Space Operations Squadron’s operators
and maintainers of the GPS satellite constellation are
hosting a mini-conference on the current state of GPS
operations. The conference will be held Sept. 29 and
30 to commemorate 20 years of Global Positioning
System command and control at Schriever Air Force
Base. Immediately following the conference, a ceremony will be held to celebrate their 20th anniversary.
For more information, call Capt. Eric Simmons
at 567-6325, 1st Lt. Ken Holmes at 567-5695 or visit
www.airforcespace.com.

Today, the command’s mission
includes missile warning; space surveillance; satellite control; global positioning system, which controls position,
navigation and timing; space defense;
space support to operational forces; and
launch operations.
Air Force Space Command came
into its own during Desert Storm in
1991, managing more than 60 military
satellites that provided crucial information to operators. This war demonstrated
the importance of space in supporting
and determining battlefield success.
In June 1993, AFSPC grew significantly when it assumed responsibility
for the land-based ICBM mission.
By the 1999 Air War over Serbia,
the Air Force achieved unprecedented
integration between air and space capa-

bilities. The October 2001 Operation
Enduring Freedom campaign in
Afghanistan utilized these capabilities to
great success, and Operation Iraqi
Freedom in 2003 saw space capabilities
providing overwhelming advantages.
The command’s mission increased
once again on Oct. 1, 2001 when it
gained responsibility for the Space and
Missile Systems Center, which oversees
acquisition of space and missile systems. AFSPC is the only major command with its own acquisition arm.
Technological developments in the
space and missile business, as well as
the recent designation of the Air Force
as the Executive Agent for Space within
the DoD, will make the integration
between space and air power ever more
crucial to the future of the Air Force.
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Space technology assists joint warfighter
By Michael Kleiman
Air Force Research Laboratory Space Vehicles Directorate Public
Affairs

Like adding a new component to personal computers, plug and play avionics will soon allow for the
assembly of a satellite’s key portions by simply piecing parts together.
“The PC industry has created plug and play technology, and we want to exploit the same technology
for spacecraft,” said Dr. Jim Lyke, principal electronics engineer, Space Electronics and Protection Branch,

Photo by Michael P. Kleiman

Doctor James Lyke, Air Force Research Laboratory, Space Vehicles Directorate, explains applicability of plug and play avionics for spacecraft.

Space Vehicles Directorate, Air Force
Research Laboratory. “We want to,
through technology, build a spacecraft similar to the way children build
things using LEGO®* bricks.”
The plug and play avionics project, conceived by AFRL scientists and engineers, is developing technologies and processes
to rapidly assemble spacecraft.
Plug and play avionics represents a critical, enabling technology for the responsive space concept of planning, building, and launching a satellite – within a week – to meet a
mission requirement.
Besides designing satellite components that can
be “plugged together,” this program incorporates automated interfacing of components, which produces a
self-organizing system.
“We want to use technology to accelerate the
construction of complex systems,” Dr. Lyke said.
By employing plug and play features, the time
frame to construct a space vehicle could potentially
decrease from years to months, to perhaps within one
week. The program’s genesis began in 1995 through
work on multifunctional structures, which merged
electronics into physical configurations and panels to
build a spacecraft.
Driven by the Department of Defense’s desire for
responsive space support to the joint warfighter, AFRL’s
Air Vehicles and Space Vehicles Directorates jointly
conducted an advanced technology study on this organizational priority last year. The review indicated plug
and play avionics was critical in making responsive
space happen. In July 2004, the first space plug and

play avionics workshop occurred
and included representatives from
NASA, industry, academia and the
military services. Since then, three
other seminars and numerous working
group meetings have been held to
advance plug and play technologies for space, and more sessions are planned.
“We are creating a
national space plug and play
standard through the American
Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics that has approved a committee on standards. This will provide the
foothold to develop plug and play standards aerospace-wide,” Dr. Lyke said.
Program researchers have established a test bed
at Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M., to evaluate plug and
play avionics’ reliability on the ground before committing it to the spacecraft.
“If we succeed, we will be able to develop complex spacecraft rapidly,” Dr. Lyke said.
The project’s initial operational assessment
occurs in 2006 when some parts of the plug and play
architecture will comprise the payload on the Joint
Warfighting Space Demonstration-2 satellite. By
2010, similar spacecraft may well be constructed of
100 percent plug and play systems.
Providing a significant tool for the warfighter of
tomorrow has sparked a revolution in spacecraft technology today at Kirtland AFB with AFRL’s cutting
edge plug and play avionics research.
* LEGO is a registered trademark of the LEGO
Group, which does not sponsor or endorse this publication. Reference used with permission.

Services, engineers set stage for field of dreams
By Tec h. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Member s of the 21st Ser vices Squadron and 21st
Ci vil Engineer Squadron played a k ey role in setting
up softball f ields for the Armed Forces Women’s
Softball Championship series to be held here
Wednesday through Friday.
Er nie Mar tin, 21st SVS spor ts and f itness center
assistant manag er and pro gr am manag er, said it was a
combined effor t to prepare for this year’s e vent.
“We spend a bout six to eight hour s a day on the

f ields to k eep them up and to get them ready for the
tournament, especially after the bad weather we’ve
had,” Mr. Mar tin said. “This year we got some really
good dir t for the inf ield and CES did a great job laying
it down,” Mr. Mar tin said. “The people from the CES
electrical section played a big par t when they came out
and re-lamped the f ields for the night games. The base
landscape contr actor, Embassy Lawns, work ed hard
putting f ine gr avel down for the warning tr acks.”
The 21st CES horizontal repair section had the
task of laying down the new dir t.
Staff Sgt. Raymond Warman, 21st CES horizontal

repair section assistant NCO in char g e , said 125 tons
of new inf ield dir t was installed by Airman 1st Class
Br andon Bailey, 21st CES heavy equipment apprentice .
“It was a reall y neat e xperience ,” Airman Bailey
said. “I was happy I was pick ed for the job. It took two
days to haul all the dir t and gr ade it. The cool thing is
that my har d wor k will be seen on ESPN . Usuall y the
wor k we do, lik e s weeping the streets with a s weeper
truck, g oes unnoticed.”
The f ields have been prepared and the lights will
shine brighter. Now it’s up to the Air Force women’s
softball team to mak e it their ‘f ield of dreams.’

2005 Armed Forces Women’s Softball Championship schedule
Today
8 a.m.
Marines vs. Army
Navy vs. Air Force
1 p.m.
Air Force vs. Army
Navy vs. Marines
7 p.m.
Marines vs. Air Force
Army vs. Navy

Friday, August 26
8 a.m.
Army vs. Marines
Air Force vs. Navy
1 p.m.
Air Force vs. Marines
Navy vs. Army
7 p.m.
Marines vs. Navy
Army vs. Air Force

Photo by Tech. Sgt Denise Johnson

Ernie Martin, 21st Services Squadron assistant sports and fitness center and program manager, draws the chalkline to mark
where the home run fence is to be placed. The fields were modified for the Armed Forces Women’s Softball Championship.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Air Force Women’s Softball Team:
Front Row: Assistant Coach Danny Acosta, Michelle Skarr, Kischa Scott-McCloud, Amanda Peters, Jamie
Thompson, Laura Doughty, Kazue Dancer, Kristy Robinson, Katie Blair, Coach Bill Hardy
Back Row: Cheryl Traphell, Candace Graham, Karrie Warren, Mandy Snyder, Rebecca Tongen, Schameka White,
Eileen Hendee

Michael Coats, 21st SVS sports spcialist, drags the infield on Field 3 for the
women’s teams to practice on. The crews worked an average of eight hours per
day to keep the fields up to par following bad weather.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Technical Sgt. Robert Ross, 21st SVS NCO in charge of the sports
and fitness center, checks the status of a leaking water pump on
Field 1. The pump was replaced by the base landscaping contractor and is key for watering and keeping dust down on the infield.
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Event brings Olympic cyclist to Peterson
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron Marketing

In celebration of National
Women’s Health and Fitness Day,
an annual health promotion event
for women of all ages, the Peterson
Enlisted Club will host a luncheon
with guest speaker Mari Holden, a
cyclist and Olympic silver medalist, Wednesday.
Miss Holden will talk about
the different fitness and training
challenges she has encountered over
the last 20 years and what she is seeing her mother encounter as she
trains for the Iron-man competition.
Miss Holden’s mother is a breast
cancer survivor and finished the
Hawaiian Iron-man at age 58.
Miss Holden grew up riding

Guest speaker Mari Holden

horses and competing in triathlons
with her parents. She spent most of
her time in college running and
swimming, but the more triathlons
she competed in, the more she said
she enjoyed cycling. In 1992, she
moved to Colorado to train with the
U.S. National Cycling Team to better her favorite triathlon skill. She
soon dropped the other two disciplines of triathlons and dove head
first into bike racing. She worked
her way through America’s elite
women’s ranks and in 1993 placed
30th in the Tour de France Feminin.
The National Women’s Health
and Fitness Day luncheon is from
10:45 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. at the
Enlisted Club. The cost is $7.25
for club members; $9.25 for nonmembers. Seating is limited. For

more information, call the Enlisted
Club at 556-4194.
Following the National
Women’s Health and Fitness Day
luncheon, is an afternoon of free
events that will include a Women
on Weights class taught by Cindy
White from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in
the Health and Wellness Center
classroom; a 5-k fun run/walk
beginning at the fitness center and
lasting from 1:45 to 3 p.m.;
Nutritious Meals in 15 Minutes or
Less cooking class from 3 to 4 p.m.
in the HAWC classroom; and,
finally, a Pilates class taught by
Evelyn Conoley from 4:10 to 5:10
p.m. in the aerobics room. For
more information about these
events, call the Fitness and Sports
Center at 556-7099.

New season sure to be perfect strikes at bowling center
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron

The bowling center is set to begin its fall and
winter leagues for adults and children beginning in
September here. Danny Butcher, bowling center manager, said he is looking forward to another good season of league play.
“One of our most popular bowling leagues ever
was, ‘The Incredibles,’” Mr. Butcher said. “The participation in that was just awesome and due to the
good response we got, we had several ‘Incredibles’
leagues.”
“This winter we’re going to offer a Star Wars
league beginning Oct. 4 that will run 15 weeks,” added
the king pin. “It’ll be a lot like ‘The Incredibles’ league.
The other special league is ‘Texas Hold ‘em’ and that’s
for adults only. It will be a 15-week league, too.”
Mister Butcher said in addition to these two
leagues, the bowling center will have its regular

leagues, and it’s in the works right now to have a competitive league on Thursdays with some enticing
prizes.
Most winter bowling leagues begin the first or
second week of September, with a few beginning the
first week of October.
Mister Butcher said when league bowlers need to

refuel, the Strike Zone Café offers a tasty variety.
“We have a pretty nice snack bar menu,” Mr.
Butcher said. “The low-carb wraps are going well. We
sell the bulk of them through the nutrition bar in
the fitness center. Here at the bowling center we
have added a new taco salad that is made with a tomato-basil taco shell and with chicken instead of beef. It’s
very good.”
“We also jazzed up our Philly steak sandwich by
adding peppers and mushrooms to it,” Mr. Butcher
said. “That’s a really nice sandwich and we’ve gotten
good comments on it.”
Mister Butcher said in addition to bowling in a
league, the bowling center can be rented for parties,
squadron functions, commanders’ calls, bowl-a-thons,
going away parties, birthdays, any occasion or no
occasion.
For information on the leagues or on renting the
bowling center, call Danny Butcher at 556-4607.

Holiday flights going, going, gone
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron

When it still feels like summer
outside, the last thing on someone’s
mind is travel plans for the winter
holidays. However, if plans aren’t made
soon, it could be difficult to find plane
tickets with the dates and times desirable to travel. Also, as time goes by, it
has been predicted that higher fares
will be fueled by skyrocketing crude
oil prices.
“The best rates and desired flight
times would be available the sooner
you book,” said Renate Powell, travel
specialist with Leisure Travel. Other
suggestions for flights during the holidays include making sure that there are
seat assignments on the flight, checking in early and taking carry-on lug-

gage containing some clothing in it in
case luggage gets delayed or lost.
Another perk that comes with
searching for plane tickets before the
start of winter can be discounts, Ms.
Powell said. Discounts are rare during
the holiday travel season because of the
high demand and low supply of flights
in a small window of time. Still, airlines
do offer discount fares periodically.
“Airlines normally have sales
every eight to nine weeks, so discounts
can happen and usually depend on destination. For travel to Europe, spring
time is great, still chilly, but you can
get some good air discounts,” Ms.
Powell said.
Leisure Travel is located in the
Community Activities Center. For
information, visit www.21svs.com or
call 556-4161, 556-6447 or 556-2116.

Photo courtesy of 21st Services Squadron

Heather Eastlack, frequent outdoor adventurer, practices rock climbing on a
trip with Outdoor Recreation. Every weekend in October, Outdoor Recreation
will offer beginning rock climbing day trips to area locations, such as the
Garden of the Gods, Shelf Road and Castle Rock.
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Bowling Center announces September event schedule
The Bowling Alley will run the following specials this month
This is National Chicken Month, so the snack bar is featuring a different chicken special every day
Bowl two games and order a combo meal for $7.
Sept. 9 – People who were born in California will receive three free games of bowling. Proof of birthplace is required
Sept. 11 – Grandparents Day. Grandparents bowl three free games when bowling with their grandchildren or children
Sept. 13 and 17 – Anyone who wears a flag pin will get to bowl three games for the price of two
Sept. 14 – This is the anniversary of when Little Richard recorded “Tutti Fruitti.” The “Tutti Fruitti”
milkshakes will be offered for a special price at the snack bar
Sept. 18 – Air Force personnel bowl for half price
Sept. 19 – The Bowling Center staff offers bowling instruction. The class is limited to 10 people.
Sept. 22 – American Business Women’s Day. Women will receive a free drink with any snack bar order
Sept. 22 – Ice cream is 10% off
Sept. 25 – Women receive free coffee all day
Sept. 28 – The snack bar offers 10 percent off hot dogs
Sept. 28 – National Women’s Health & Fitness Day. Women can bowl three games for the price of two
Sept. 29 – Veterans of Foreign Wars was started. Veterans can bowl three games for the price of two

Bowling Leagues

Clip & Save – In Your Wallet – Tape to
Your Computer

Day

League Name

Start time

Start Date/Meeting Date

Type of League

Sunday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

Sunday Rollers
CES Mixed
Mon. Nite Mixers
Star Wars
Texas Hold 'Em
ORBS
Pete Owls
American Intra.m.ural
Guys & Gals
IBL
Int’l Intramural
Ent Gold
TGIF
National Intramural
Cheyenne Social
Adult/Youth
YABA

6:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

11 Sep/11 Sep
12 Sep/12 Sep
12 Sep/12 Sep
4 Oct/4 Oct (15wks)
4 Oct/4 Oct (15wks)
5-Oct
5-Oct
7 Sep/19 Aug
14 Sep/14 Sep
8 Sep/8 Sep
8 Sep/19 Aug
8 Sep/8 Sep
9 Sep/9 Sep
9 Sep/19 Aug
9 Sep/26 Aug
1-Oct
1 Oct/17 Sep

Mixed-2 men/2 women
Mixed-3 ppl
Mixed-2 men/2 women
Mixed-2 ppl
Mixed-2 ppl
Mens-5 ppl
Women-4 ppl
Mixed-2 men/2 women
Women-3 ppl
Mixed-5 ppl
Women-4 ppl
Mixed-2 men/2 women
Mixed-youth/adult
Kids

The SERVICESPLUS Card Saves
You Money. How much?
Aero Club - 1.5% off purchases, fees and
charges.
Aquatics - 10 % off your daily pass.
Auto Skills - 50% off your bay, stall or
bench fee.
Bowling Center - 2% off the purchase of
$50 or more merchandise. Get three free
games of bowling for two people every
quarter.
Enlisted Club - Members only programs,
members only lunch buffets, $7.50 in club
coupons every month, Members First pricing.
Golf Course - 1.5% off purchases, fees
and charges. Get one free round of golf
every quarter.
Frame Shop & Xpres Shop - 25% off
labor charges for frame assembly on
Tues. and Thurs. Free laser designs on
frame mats limited to 16"x20" finished
size. Free shop time on Wed. or buy one
hour ($3.50/hr) and get one free. 25% off
frame ($25-$30) and stained glass classes
($40).
Officers' Club - Members only programs,
quarterly membership breakfast, quarterly
members only lunch buffet, $16 in club
coupons every month, Members First pricing.
Outdoor Recreation - 10% off all camping
equipment rentals Mon.-Thurs.
Youth Center, Child Development Center
- 2.5% off child care or youth center fees
when paying with your ServicesPlus card.
Pay FCC or YC fees with your
ServicesPlus card on Monday the week
fees are due, or pay in advance, and save
3%. Get the discount for cash payments,
too, when you show your ServicesPlus
card.
Members First policy gives club members
$2 off on lunch; $3 on dinner. Membership
also offers convenient check cashing, convenient card payment, reduced fees for
members living 50+ miles from base and
for members of E1-E4 rank, and the Air
Force Club Scholarship award program.
Both clubs offer award-winning catering, no
room fees, no taxes, ability to borrow
daily-use china, glassware, flatware and
chairs, and special catering food and
theme previews.
To receive your own ServicesPlus card,
contact the Officers' Club at 556-4181 or
Enlisted Club at 556-4194.

www.peterson.af.mil

Melodrama
“Farther North to Laughter” at 6 p.m.,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays in
the Iron Springs Melodrama Dinner Theater, 444
Ruxton Ave., Manitou Springs. Dinner and show
cost $24; call 685-5104.
“The Star Crossing,” by Cripple Creek Players
is at 8 p.m. Wednesdays through Sundays in the
Butte Opera House in Cripple Creek. Tickets start at
$7. There are 2 p.m. matinees the same days, except
Fridays. Call 689-2513 for information.

Arnold Hall Theater
The Academy Concerts’ new season opens
with the “Will Rogers Follies,” Sept. 16, followed
by “Mame,” Oct. 28; “Babes in Toyland,” Dec. 10;

HAPPENINGS
“Broadway’s Spirit of Christmas,” Dec. 18; “Star
Spangled Celebration,” March 5; and “Mannheim
Steamroller,” April 27. Season tickets are available.
For information call 333-4497.

Fine Arts Center
The Repertory Theater at the Fine Arts Center
has announced its new season of musicals. “Anything
Goes,” is Sept. 30 to Oct. 23; “She Loves Me,” is Nov.
18 to Dec. 11; “La Cage Aux Folles,” is Feb. 10
through March 5, and “The Pirates of Penzance,” is
May 12 through June 4. Call 634-5583 or go online at
www.csfineartscenter.org for ticket information.
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now being sold. The theater is located at 190 S.
Cascade Ave., in downtown Colorado Springs.

Colorado State Fair
The concerts at the Colorado State Fair include
Hoobastank Friday; Collective Soul, Sunday;
Montgomery Gentry, Monday, Uncle Kracker,
Tuesday; Diamond Rio, Wednesday; .38 Special and
Kenny Rogers, Sept. 1; Jo Dee Messina, Sept. 2;
Sparx and Lorenzo Antonio with Mariachi Tenampa,
Sept. 3; and Alice Cooper and Cheap Trick, Sept. 5.
For information, visit www.ticketmaster.com or call
520-9090. Prices range from $13 to $33. The
Colorado State Fair grounds are located in Pueblo.

Broadway season

Free band concert

The Pikes Peak Center Broadway season begins
with “Chicago,” Oct. 4 and 5; “Oklahoma,” March 29
and 30; and “The Producers,” May 5, 6 and 7. An
additional show, “Stomp,” is set for June 13 to 18.
For information, call 520-7462. Season tickets are

The Air Force Academy Band’s “Blue Steel”
presents a free concert at 6 p.m. Aug. 26 at the city’s
newest park, “America the Beautiful Park.” The park
is south of Colorado Avenue off Cimino Drive, in
downtown Colorado Springs.
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VIEWPOINT

Password protection benefits mission objectives
By Master Sgt. Robert
Nussbaum
21st Civil Engineer Squadron

How many times have employees
come to work and discovered their
e-mail wasn't working or they didn't
have access to any saved files?
These types of issues not only
aggravate people, but also detract from
accomplishing the mission. What people may not know is these circumstances can be easily avoided if a single
user had not divulged their password to
a stranger impersonating a system

administrator or help desk technician.
Divulging passwords to unauthorized
people, either in person or over the
telephone, allows unauthorized access
to the network, granting the ability to
destroy files, launch viruses and much
more. How can people protect them
from this vulnerability? The answer to
this question is simple - don't divulge
passwords to anyone.
Any questions can be directed to
unit work group managers, the help
desk staff at 554-COMM, or the 21st
Space Wing Information Assurance
Office at 556-4253.

Here are three simple rules
all users must follow:
 Practice security awareness. Users are responsible for the security of
individual passwords and are responsible for reporting any change in user
status or suspected security violations to their unit workgroup manager
immediately.
 Safeguard passwords. At a minimum, safeguard passwords as "For
Official Use Only." In a setting requiring increased security, safeguard
passwords commensurate with the classification level of the data the
password protects.
 Do not leave computer terminals unattended. Never leave any computer system unprotected while logged in. Always enable the system's password-protected screen saver before leaving any computer system unattended.
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Wingman Skill TeST
Test your skills and abilities to be a good
Wingman by reading the following story and emailing space.observer@peterson.af.mil what
you would have done if it were you in this situation. We’ll print the best answers in a future
edition of the Space Observer. Names, units
and any other details are completely fictional in
this story.
It was what their team liked to call a ‘double Friday’ ... it was really finally Friday and it
was payday so everybody had more money
than usual. Karla worked in a shop with five
guys but she always felt like “one of the boys”.
She knew four of the guys pretty well, but the
fifth one had just had just joined the unit last
week. They all lived in the dorm except the
new guy (Les) who had an apartment with a

WINGMAN
roommate off base.
Wanting to get to
know his coworkers better, Les offered to host
a party that evening at his
apartment. After work,
Tom, the only guy in the
group old enough to drink
legally, offered to hit the
Shoppette for ‘supplies’. Everybody agreed to
chip in $20, except Charles who volunteered to
be the designated driver as an active volunteer
for EADD (Enlisted Against Drunk Driving).
By the time Karla arrived fashionably late
at the party, Tom, Eddie, Matt, and Les were
feeling no pain. Karla quickly downed a couple of rum and cokes to try and catch up. Les
began flirting with Karla; she’d recently been
dumped by her boyfriend and was feeling

really depressed. After a few hours and several drinks that Les had made for her, she started thinking Les seemed pretty nice. He kept
holding her hand, stroking her hair and paying
attention to her. Les kept bringing her rum and
cokes and she kept drinking them; by around
2 a.m., she was slurring her words and was
quite drunk.
By now, the guys were out of beer and
decided to go back to the dorm. Les whispered something in Karla’s ear and she slowly nodded. As Charles started rounding up
everybody to head them to the car, Les told
him that Karla had agreed to spend the night
with him since his roommate was on leave
and that he would take her back to the dorm in
the morning.
BREAK, BREAK ... You are Charles.
What do you do?

