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All-Air Force softball team strikes ‘gold’
Team defeats Army, 20-15,
in championship game
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

This is the final in a series of articles covering the Air Force Women’s
softball team and the Armed Forces
Women’s Softball championships hosted
by Peterson Air Force Base.
The annual Armed Forces
Women’s Softball Championship
wrapped up with a decisive victory, Air
Force over Army 20-15, Friday at
Field 2 here.
Air Force lost to Army in the 2004
championship following a three-year
winning streak – this year they were
determined to get it back.
The top of first inning led off with
Army left fielder, Niki Dunn, driving a
single down the third-baseline. The next
batter, shortstop, Tammy Baldwin, followed suit to put Army runners on first
and second base.
Pitcher, Terri Andreoni, was up
next and hit a shot to deep center field.
Hard running and a throwing error
allowed two runs to score and left
Andreoni on second.
The clean-up batter went down
swinging for the first out and a sacrifice

fly to right field moved Andreoni over to
third.
The following four batters in the
lineup hit singles. Andreoni and center
fielder, Jackeedra Wimbley, scored leaving the bases loaded for catcher,
Amanda Errickson. Errickson let the
first pitch go by for a strike before popping up an inside pitch to Air Force second baseman Kristy Robinson for the
third out but giving the Army a 4-0 lead.
Air Force veteran shortstop, Cheryl
Trapnell, drove a single over second
base to start things off for the home
team in the bottom of the first.
The next two batters, center fielder, Karrie Warren, and rover, Kisha
Scott-McCloud, singled to bring
Trapnell home for Air Force’s first run.
Left fielder, Shameka White,
cleared the bases with a double to
left center field bringing Air Force within one run.
First baseman, Jamie Thompson,
singled to right field to score White and
tie up the game.
A pinch runner, Michelle Skarr,
entered to run for Thompson.
Catcher, Amanda Snyder, got to
first on a fielders’ choice as Skarr
was thrown out on a controversial
call at second.
Back-to-back doubles by third
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The All-Air Force women’s softball team lets the fans know who is number ‘1’.
The team rallied to win eight straight games to recapture the Gold Medal from
Army who won the interservice championship in 2004.

baseman, Amanda Peters, and Robinson
gave Air Force the lead with only
one out.
Pitcher, Laurie Doughty, hit a
rocket to the shortstop, but the throw
was on target and gave Air Force out
number two.
Candace Graham produced a single
to bring Robinson in and up the score to
give Air Force a three-run lead while
bringing up the top of the batting order.

The top of the order came through;
scoring Trapnell again before White was
caught trying to steal second for the
third out to end the first inning with Air
Force up 9-4.
The second inning ended with no
change as neither team scored.
The Army added a run in each of
the third and fourth innings, with Air
Force countering with two runs to keep

See Championship, Page 12

Team Pete members take home
Air Force Association awards
By Airman 1st Class Mandy Weightman
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Staff Sgt. Derrick Gildner

Off we go!
Staff Sgt. Isaiah Lechowit, 302nd Maintenance Squadron aerospace
maintenance technician, speaks with U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley moments
before boarding a C-17 bound for the Middle East, in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Sergeant Lechowit is one of more than 100
reservists who deployed from the 302nd Airlift Wing Sunday.

The Air Force Association honored five 21st Space
Wing members during the organization’s annual Colorado
State Air Force Association Awards Banquet Aug. 19 at the
Cheyenne Mountain Resort in Colorado Springs, Colo.
The banquet is the association’s way of recognizing
outstanding Air Force performers in Colorado. There are
various military and civilian categories that range from
individual to group awards.
AFA Reserve Senior
The 21st SW took home-active duty, reserve and civilNCO of the Year
ian awards.
Master Sgt. Perry Barr
The Airman of the Year award went to Staff Sgt. Jamee
Dean, 76th Space Control Squadron information manager.
Staff Sgt. Marvin Beck, 721st Communications Squadron NCO In Charge of education, took home the NCO of the Year.
On the Air Force Reserve side of the awards, the Reserve NCO of the Year was
awarded to Tech. Sgt. Daniel Lent, 21st Security Forces Squadron NCO In Charge
standard evaluation.

See Awards, Page 5
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Command chief adds to list of personal heroes
By Chief Master Sgt.
James Moody
21st Space Wing command chief

In my life, I have been fortunate
enough to know several people who I
consider to be heroes. Many of them
have been mentors. There have also
been family members, such as my
older brother. It started when my mother used to make him let me tag along
when he was playing around the neighborhood, and before long he began to
unintentionally teach me many lessons
about life as I grew older.
Now I add another name to my
list of those I look up to – Tech. Sgt.
Jamie Dana.
Brigadier General Richard
Webber, 21st Space Wing commander,
and I made a trip to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, Md., Aug. 16, to visit
one of our Team Pete warriors as she
recovers there.
Technical Sgt. Jamie Dana is a
21st Security Forces Squadron military
working dog handler who was deployed
on Operation Iraqi Freedom with the
U.S. Army. One fateful day, an improvised explosive device exploded under
the HUMVEE she was riding in. As
best as anyone could tell, the main
brunt of the blast was directly under
her seat.
The others in the vehicle were
also injured, one critically. Sergeant

Dana was by far injured the worst. Her
dog, Rex, was also in the vehicle. He
came through the ordeal relatively
unscathed. He’s currently at Andrews
Air Force Base, Md., and has been visiting Sergeant Dana.
I asked to have my photo taken
with her, and shared my belief with
Sergeant Dana that she is a hero –
she denied it. She said she doesn’t
understand why people think of
her as a hero.
I tried to explain.
The goose bumps popped up all
over my arms, showing the emotions I
felt as I thought of the trauma and
sacrifice this warrior, who was laying
in the hospital bed in front of me,
had been through since that horrific
day in June.
I tried to describe to Sergeant
Dana what I was feeling. I told her
about our drive to the hospital. As we
were admiring the brick townhouses
that make up the neighborhoods surrounding the hospital, it dawned on me
– the person I was getting ready to see
has been laid up in a hospital bed for
the last two months.
General Webber and I talked
about the visit while we made our trip
from the hospital to the 89th SFS at
Andrews AFB.
We made a point to go there to
show our appreciation for all they’ve
done to help one of our warriors –
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Technical Sgt. Jamie Dana, 21st Security Forces Squadron military working
dog handler, plays with her dog, Rex, during one of his visits to Walter Reed
Army Medical Center, Maryland. Sergeant Dana is recovering from injuries
she acquired while deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

one of our heroes.
In this conversation, he said
something that stuck with me, “Her
positive attitude is an inspiration to all
of us.” That’s what Sergeant Dana is.
She is an inspiration.
Here she lies in a hospital bed for
the last two months, not able to leave
her room, not able to even sit up in
bed. Yet, her attitude is inspiring. She
makes it seem like it’s just another day.
No big thing.
Sergeant Dana has been operated
on so many times that I’d have to take
off my shoes to keep count. “Bring on

the next one,” she said. “I’m ready – I
know it’ll hurt. But I want to get things
going.”
She and her husband, Staff Sgt.
Mike Dana, 721st SFS, asked General
Webber and me to, “Please tell everyone that we’re looking forward to coming home to Colorado Springs.”
The goose bumps continue to pop
up every time someone asks me about
Sergeant Dana and how she is doing. I
tell them about the inspiration she is,
how it has rubbed off on me and how I
know it will continue to inspire everyone who meets her.

Safety takes top priority over Labor Day weekend
By Lt. Col. Daniel Dant
21st Space Wing Safety

Many people will try to cram as many activities
into this last “unofficial” weekend of the summer as
possible, hoping to make up for the activities they
haven’t had a chance to participate in up to this point.
That’s one key reason for the early release today;
to give folks time to get where they’re going, without
having to take unnecessary risks. Driving a long distance is bad enough, but driving that same distance
after a full day’s work, can and often does, lead to
fatigue or speeding to make up for lost time. That’s
when mishaps occur … when one is mentally and phys-

ically exhausted, causing sound judgment and decisions to be impaired.
Fiscal Year 2005 was on pace to be especially bad
for Air Force personnel. As of week 13 of the 101
Critical Days of Summer, with two weeks yet to go, the
Air Force was already tied with last year’s statistics.
Fortunately, week 13 – historically the worst week in
the campaign – accounted for only one Air Force fatality, compared to six in ’04 and ’03.
“One is still too many,” said Al Strait, 21st Space
Wing director of staff. “Our goal is to keep all of our
Airmen and our extended families safe.”
The majority of mishaps have been motor vehicle
related with 17 through Monday. There were 27 fatal-

ities due to mishaps as of Aug. 24.
“That’s 27 people who won’t celebrate Labor Day
this weekend,” said Capt. Darron Haughn, 21st Space
Wing Safety officer. “Heed the warning; keep risk mitigation factors in mind to avoid being a statistic.”
“A wingman can save your life, use yours and be
there for others,” Mr. Strait said. “Take care of family,
friends and yourself.”
Risk factors for a safe Labor Day:
 Drink alcohol in moderation
 Don’t drive under the influence
 Always wear your seat belt
 Consider the fatigue factor
 Make sound decisions

A Moment in Time

August 28, 1923

A new world refueled flight
duration record of 37 hours, 15
minutes and 4.8 seconds is set.
August 29, 1990
An Air Force C-5, carrying
supplies destined for the Gulf
theater, crashes on take-off
from Ramstein AB, Germany.
Thirteen people are killed and
four injured.
August 30, 1960
The first Atlas intercontinental
ballistic missile squadron
becomes fully operational.
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ESPN reports from Peterson on 50 state tour
By Andrew Wineke
The Gazette

ESPN “SportsCenter” anchor Linda Cohn stood
at the plate at a Peterson Air Force Base softball diamond Wednesday afternoon swinging at pitches from
21st Space Wing Commander Brig. Gen. Richard
Webber.
Cohn did take after take, trying to simultaneously smash one out of the infield and smoothly introduce
a “SportsCenter” segment on Colorado and the Armed
Forces Women’s Softball Championship, which
Peterson hosted Aug. 22 through Friday.
Webber caught one of her infield pop-ups.
“Good job,” she said. “That will not make camera.”
ESPN’s cameras have been hopscotching the
country for the network’s “50 States in 50 Days” tour,
offering interviews with famous athletes from each
state and recalling famous sports moments.
The Colorado segments – which ran during the
night of Aug. 24’s “SportsCenter” broadcasts – included an interview with Denver Broncos great John
Elway and the story of Air Force softball player
Schameka White, along with clips of armed forces
athletics from around the globe.
Camera crews are becoming old hat in Colorado
Springs.
The city has played host to a string of cable television programs this summer.
The Weather Channel filmed atop Pikes Peak,
QVC broadcast live from Garden of the Gods and
CNN kicked off its new program “The Situation
Room” with reports from inside NORAD.
“SportsCenter” producer Jim Witalka said the
combination of the mountains and the military in
Colorado Springs were too good for ESPN to pass up.
“This fits so well with what we’re doing,” he
said. “You’ve got an unbelievable backdrop and the
enthusiasm around it makes great television.”
The Air Force was thrilled with the publicity –
it’s the first time armed forces athletics championships
have received national TV coverage – and ESPN
couldn’t have asked for a better setting than a sunlit

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Women from the All-Air Force softball team sit
with fans from the 21st Civil Engineer Squadron.
Fans from all services showed up to watch ESPN
highlight this years championship series.

Pikes Peak and the shouts of the military teams.
“We appreciate ESPN coming here and giving
national attention to Air Force women’s softball,” said
Air Force softball coach Master Sgt. Bill Hardy.
“That’s virtually unheard of. It gives the American
public a different perspective (on the military).”
Although the team would be playing late Aug.
24, Hardy said, everyone on the team was recording
the program.
For her part, Cohn said she loved the reception
the Air Force and its players gave her and also the
opportunity to highlight women’s sports.
“I still don’t believe there’s enough done for
women’s sports,” Cohn said.
The “50 States” segments, she said, “bring to
attention people and events that are not in the mainstream. Real athletes who do it for the love of the
game.”

Photo by Walt Johnson

ESPN “SportsCenter” anchor, Linda Cohn, presided over the network’s Colorado segment of the
“50 States in 50 Days” tour.

Peterson Youth Sports Program receives national award
By 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The National Alliance of Youth
Sports committee will recognize the
Peterson Youth Sports Program during
a ce re mo ny D e c . 1 t h r o u g h 3 i n
Orlando, Fla.
The award, Youth Sports Program
of the Year, was granted to Peterson’s
program in the Military Category.
Peterson’s Youth Sports Program,
belonging to the 21st Services Squadron,
won the award because of their sportscentered methods designed to relieve
stress, build teamwork and confidence.
“This program teaches the children sportsmanship, how to be team
players and the importance of having
fun,” said Maj. Jessica MacDonald, 21st
SVS commander.
According to the NAYS website,
they must provide a “positive and safe
experience for all youth.”
Les Stewart, Peterson Youth Sports
Program director, said “the faculty and
staff at the Youth Sports Center strive to

keep a safe environment while maximizing participation.” Since 2001, the program has grown from only 423 to more
than 2,600 participants.
The Youth Center director said he
believes the success of the program is
due to proactive parents. “I didn’t win
the award,” said Mr. Stewart. “Peterson
won the award. The giving parents won
the award.”
The program is offered not only to
Peterson employees; its services are
available to all military employees in the
Colorado Springs area.
Visits from celebrities are one of
many reasons Peterson’s Youth Sports
Program is receiving the award for Youth
Sports Program of the Year, Military
Category. National Basketball Association Denver Nuggets player, Michael
Richardson, met with Peterson’s Youth
Sports Program participants in March.
He encouraged them to stay in school
Photo by 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier
and out of trouble.
Les Stewart talks with Renee Sylvester and her daughter, Allison, 4, about
For a list of upcoming events and
signing up for cheerleading, Aug. 22 at the Peterson Youth Center. The
Peterson Youth Sports Program is receiving the Youth Sports Program of the programs offered by the Youth Center,
call 556-7220.
Year award from National Alliance for Youth Sports.
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Labor Day: day for American work force
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Labor Day is a celebration of the contributions American workers have made to the
strength, prosperity and well being of this
country.
In the words of Samuel Gompers,
founder and longtime president of the
American Federation of Labor, Labor Day differs in every essential way from the other holidays of the year in any country. All other holidays are in a more or less degree connected
with conflicts and battles of man’s prowess
over man. Labor Day is devoted to no man, living or dead, to no sect, race or nation.
The first Labor Day celebration was held
in 1882. There are differing opinions on who
proposed the Labor Day observance. Most
recent research concurs that Matthew
McGuire, a machinist and later the secretary of Local
344 of the International Association of Machinists in
Paterson, N.J., proposed the holiday while serving as
secretary of the Central Labor Union in New York.
The Central Labor Union celebrated the first
Labor Day Sept. 5, 1882, in New York City. In 1884,
the first Monday in September was chosen as the holiday. The Central Labor Union urged other unions to
adopt this holiday for the working men.
By 1885, Labor Day was celebrated in many different industrial centers of the country. Through the
years, the nation placed an increasing emphasis on
Labor Day. Government recognition came through
municipal ordinances at first. Then there was a push to

by a festival for the amusement of the workers
and their families. Speeches by prominent
people were introduced later, when more
emphasis was placed on the economic and
civil significance of the holiday.
In 1909, the American Federation of
Labor designated the Sunday proceeding
Labor Day as Labor Sunday. That day was
dedicated to the spiritual and educational
aspects of the labor movement.
“This holiday honors hard-working
Americans,” said Col. Jay Santee, 21st Space
Wing vice commander. “Members of Team
Pete work hard, so they should make sure to
take time to enjoy the holiday.”
Today, Labor Day weekend is one of the
most heavily-travelled times of year, according to the 21st Space Wing Safety Office.
With increased travel, there is an increase in
Photo illustration by Jeff Adcox serious accidents.
“Labor Day weekend wraps up the 101
get state recognition of the holiday.
Critical Days of summer,” said Lt. Col. Daniel Dant,
The first state legislation was introduced into the 21st SW chief of safety. “Statistically speaking, the
New York legislature, although Oregon was the first 21st Space Wing has had a very safe summer.
state to make the Labor Day holiday a law on Feb. 21, Hopefully all of our warriors will practice Operational
1887. That year Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey Risk Management over the long weekend, be good
and New York also created the Labor Day holiday by wingmen and come back Tuesday rested and safe.”
legislative enactment.
The American worker helped forge this nation
By 1894, 23 states had adopted the Labor Day with its high standard of living and democratic ideals.
holiday in honor of workers. That same year, Congress This holiday was created to salute the creator of the
made the first Monday in September a legal holiday in nation’s strength, freedom and leadership – the
the District of Columbia and U.S. territories.
American worker.
Information for this story was gathered from the
The early forms of celebrating the holiday
included a street parade showing the esprit de corps U.S. Department of Labor website, www.dol.gov/
and solidarity of the labor unions. This was followed opa/aboutdol/laborday.htm
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Peterson NCO Academy hosts
diploma, awards ceremony
The Peterson NCO Academy class 05-6 diploma
and awards ceremony will be held from 10 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. Thursday in the Base Auditorium. Dress is
uniform of the day. For information, call Staff Sgt.
Lynette Faulk at 556-8148.

NEWS BRIEFS
Columbia Hall, next to the NCO Academy. For information, call Nona Daugherty at 556-7832.

Red Cross office needs volunteers
The Peterson Red Cross office needs volunteers
to staff their main office, located in Building 350. For
information or to volunteer, call Cathy Todd at 5567590 or 556-9201.

Peterson Clinic announces
limited services

MOAA announces
monthly meeting

The Peterson Clinic will be open only for acute
care from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. Friday. Limited services
will be available to include family practice, pediatrics,
flight medicine, laboratory and the pharmacy. The
Schriever Air Force Base Clinic will be closed.

The Military Officers Association of America
Program Pikes Peak Chapter will hold a meeting today
from 11:30 a.m. to noon at
the Peterson Officers’
Club. For information or to make a reservation, call
Irene Lynch at 633-8878.

Airman’s Attic staff announces
hours, available goods

Commissary holds case lot sale

The Airman’s Attic assists military members and
their families, ranks E-4 and below with a variety of
items such as furniture, household goods, baby items,
military uniforms and large appliances at no cost.
Hours of operation are Monday through Saturday from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to take advantage of the service or to
drop off donations. It is located in Building 1156,
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The Peterson Commissary will hold a case lot
sale Sept. 16 and 17. There will be sale prices available
in the parking lot area, on numerous products.

Peterson Base Exchange
honors retirees
The Peterson Base Exchange will honor retirees
Sept. 16 through 18 with its annual “Still Serving”
weekend. The BX staff will offer drawings, free

refreshments, free product samples, vendor demonstrations and door prizes. For information, call Vicky
Smith at 596-7270.

Academy PC Gamers club holds
monthly LAN party
The Academy PC Gamers Club is hosting a
Local Area Network gaming party from 9 a.m. to 10
p.m. Sept. 24 at the Milazzo Club. There will be tournaments and prizes given throughout the day. For
information, visit www.academygamers.com or email
info@academygamers.com.

Schriever hosts GPS conference
The 2nd Space Operations Squadron’s operators
and maintainers of the Global Positioning System
satellite constellation are hosting a mini-conference on
the current state of GPS operations.
The conference will be held Sept. 29 and 30 to
commemorate 20 years of GPS command and control
at Schriever Air Force Base. A ceremony will be held
to celebrate their 20th anniversary immediately following the conference.
For information, call Capt. Eric Simmons at 5676325, 1st Lt. Ken Holmes at 567-5695 or visit
www.airforcespace.com.

Awards, from Page 1
Team Pete congratulates the following Airmen on
graduating the First Term Airmen Center Aug. 26.
Airmen 1st Class Pammalla Curry, 21st Aeromedical Dental Squadron and
Antonio Harrell, 4th Space Operations Squadron. Airmen Michael Davidson, 21st
ADOS; Christopher Martin, 21st ADOS; Luis Monslave, 21st Medical Dental
Operations Squadron; Ryan Phelps, 21st Services Squadron; Chad Vakili, 21st
Civil Engineer Squadron; Timothy Stombaugh, U.S. Air Force Academy; and
Tavia Mikesell, 21st SVS.

5

“There are so many professionals
from the Front Range and to be considered as one of them is an honor to me,”
said Sergeant Lent.
Also, the Reserve Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the Year was
Master Sgt. Perry Barr, 21st Security
Forces Squadron NCO In Charge training resources.
Civilian of the Year, Category II,
was awarded to Robert Schwaeble, 21st

Operations Support Squadron chief of
airfield management.
“It is awesome that AFA as an
organization is acknowledging the outstanding accomplishments of our warriors,” said Chief Master Sgt. James
Moody, 21st Space Wing command
chief. “And it is fantastic that we had so
many of our total-force 21st Space
Wing members recognized as winners –
it’s a direct reflection of all of our wing
members.”
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Personnel
Corner
Military personnel flight
announces closure
The 21st Military Personnel Flight, to include
the customer service office, will be closed Friday.
The MPF will also be closed Monday in observance
of Labor Day.

Readiness briefing mandatory for
deploying, remote tour selectees
This is a mandatory briefing for anyone who is
being deployed or going on a remote tour.
It educates members on the three phases
involved with separation and the programs available
for the families left behind. Spouses can, and are
encouraged to, attend as well. This briefing is offered
weekly and will be held Tuesday from 11 a.m. to noon
at the Family Support Center.

Family Support Center offers
Going Overseas briefing
Offered monthly, this briefing provides useful
information on travel, culture, customs, currency,
voltage requirements, telephones and other items
needed for particular overseas moves. This briefing
will be held Sept. 8 from 8 to 9 a.m. in the Family
Support Center.

Smooth Move briefing available
for Team Pete members, families
Offered monthly, speakers from the Joint
Personal Property Shipping Office, Legal Office,
Finance, TRICARE and Family Support Center offer
valuable pointers to assist in preparation for a suc-

NEWS
cessful Permanent Change of Station move. This
briefing will be held Sept. 8 from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Family Support Center.

Commissary to host cooking
competition
The Peterson Commissary will hold a cooking
competition Sept. 8 at 11 a.m., noon, 1:30 p.m. and
2:30 p.m. in front of the Commissary. The Lawry's
Cooking Caravan will have live TV-style cooking
shows with recipes and tips, free food samples and
drawings for prizes. For information, visit
www.lawrys.com.

Peterson Passport Office
announces new location
The Peterson Passport Office is now located in
the Family Support Center in Building 350, Room
1015, with new hours of operation: Mondays from 9
a.m. to noon; and Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9
a.m. to noon and 1:15 to 3 p.m.
Appointments are required. For information, call
Jan Kienast at 556-6141.

Sponsorship training class available
for military, civilian employees
This mandatory class takes place from 7:30 to
8:30 a.m. Tuesday at the Family Support Center. It
highlights all sponsor responsibilities and is held
every other week.

Servicemembers’ life insurance
experiences changes
Servicemembers Group Life Insurance beneficiary information ensures government benefits are paid
in accordance with each servicemember’s specific
wishes. Due to recent casualty events, Congress has
agreed to increase the SGLI to $400,000 effective
today. All servicemembers will have their SGLI automatically increased to $400,000 today.
This includes members who have elected to

decline the insurance, as well as members who have
elected to change the amount of coverage to less than
full coverage. September 8 through Oct. 6, servicemembers who would like to decline the new amount,
or change it to a lesser amount of coverage, may do so
by visiting the 21st Military Personnel Flight customer service office, located in Building 350, Room
1064, from 7:30 to 9 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays for
dedicated SGLI service.
Members may stop by the customer service section any time between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday. For information, call Staff Sgt.
Yvonne Williams at 556-4680.

Pre-separation briefing available
for retiring, separating members
This mandatory briefing takes place every
Wednesday at the Family Support Center. This briefing is offered every other week for those who are
retiring or separating from the military. People must
receive this briefing no later than 90 days before separation or retirement. This briefing is to ensure members have sufficient information and time to take full
advantage of their benefits as a veteran and to explain
the services of the Transition Assistance Program. For
briefing times, call 556-6141

Staff makes professional development
center schedule available
The First Term Airmen Center will host its next
classes Sept. 12 through 23, Oct. 17 through 28, Nov.
7 through 18, and Dec. 5 through 16. Right Decision
Workshops are available from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13, Oct. 18, Nov. 8 and Dec. 6. Mentoring courses are offered from 1 to 4 p.m., today, Oct. 20 and Jan.
5. Watch for future seminars on the new Enlisted
Force Structure, Study Skills, Silver Bullets, Enlisted
to Officer, Being a Better Supervisor, Your Virtual
Career and Space Familiarization. Call the career
assistance advisor at 556-9226 for information.

NEWS
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Eagle eyes
An Airman noticed someone who
appeared to be watching and counting vehicles traveling toward the West Gate here. The
Airman notified security forces. They did a
sweep of the area but the person was gone.
This incident was identified and reported by
an alert person.

Minor vehicle accident
A vehicle that stopped for traffic was hit
from behind by a second vehicle at the corner
of Peterson Boulevard and Paine Street. Both
vehicles sustained minor damage. Security
forces responded to the accident. The driver
of the second vehicle was cited for careless
driving. People should be sure to concentrate
while driving to prevent accidents like this.

Damage to government property
Security forces members responded to
the base Fitness and Sports Center for a
report of a broken basketball backboard and
hoop. A witness stated someone was trying to
dunk a basketball when the backboard shattered and the hoop fell to the floor.
The person departed the area immediately. The witness said the person was a regular at the center but could not identify him.
The incident is under investigation.

Larceny of private property
An Airman reported to security forces
that his wallet was stolen at the Fitness and

Sports Center. The Airman dropped his wallet
in front of the vending machines in the center.
When he returned a few minutes later, the
wallet was gone.
The Airman had a number of credit
cards in his wallet, in addition to his driver’s
license, social security card, military identification card and $5. He called his banks the
next morning to report the missing credit
cards. He was informed that at least one
charge had been made on his card. The incident is under investigation. Make sure to
secure personal possessions. Identity theft is
a real threat.

Shoplifting
A Peterson Base Exchange detective
notified security forces members that he’d
detained a civilian shoplifter attempting to
take $12 worth of makeup. Security forces
responded and transported the shoplifter to
the security forces building. The Colorado
Springs Police Department was notified.
They dispatched an officer to the scene. The
shoplifter was issued a summons and transported downtown. Shoplifting from the BX
affects the amount of total sales and funds
donated to support Peterson families.

Civil arrest
A civilian attempted to enter the West
Gate without proper identification. Security
forces detained the person and found he was
driving on a revoked license. The person
could not provide proof that he owned the
vehicle he was driving.
The CSPD was notified and responded
to the scene. They suspected the individual
was driving under the influence and transported him to Memorial Hospital for blood
work. The vehicle was towed.
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2005 F alcon Football Game
Sc hedule
Sept. 3 Air Force vs. Washington
Game Time: 12:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 San Diego St vs. Air For ce
Game Time: TBA
Sept. 17 W yoming vs. Air For ce
Game Time: TBA
Sept. 22 Air For ce vs. Utah
Game Time: 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 29 Air For ce vs. Colorado State
Game Time: 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 8 Air For ce vs. Na vy
Game Time: 1:30 p.m.
Oct. 15 UNLV vs. Air For ce
Game Time: TBA
Oct. 22 Te xas Christian vs. Air Force
Game Time: TBA
Oct. 29 Air For ce vs. BYU
Game Time: TBA
No v. 5 Army vs. Air For ce
Game Time: TBA
No v. 19 Air For ce vs. Ne w Me xico
Game Time: TBA
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What makes you blue? Create an Air Force day
By Master Sgt. Trina Davis
21st Contracting Squadron

What makes you blue?
This question is not meant to
inquire as to what makes you sad.
Rather, to ask what you do daily
that really makes your day an “Air
Force day?”
A professional Airman who
pledges to fulfill the Air Force’s three
core values and to be the defender of
America’s freedom no doubt has one
thing each day that reinforces their
resolve to make their career field,
squadron, base and service better than
the day before.
It doesn’t have to be anything
monumental or obvious to others.
For me, it’s when I’m getting
ready for the day and ensuring my uniform is reflective of what I want to portray to my peers, subordinates, superiors, customers and the off-base civilian
community. I want to portray there isn’t
any other job I’d rather have or any
other choice of uniform I’d rather be
wearing other than the Air Force
“Blue” uniform.
From making sure my gig line is

aligned, to ensuring my sleeves are
razor sharp, I am always amazed at
how these simple tasks really transform
me into wanting to be a better Airman;
in essence “blue-ing” me everyday. It
may be as easy as putting on your hat
every morning when you head out the
door, or it could be improving your
time in the mile-and-a-half run.
Whatever it is, there is something
that makes every Airman “Blue.”
From the beginning, we all went
through basic training and technical
school, where our leaders and instructors taught us how to wear the uniform
correctly. Some may have felt these
tasks were tedious and served no purpose. After all, it’s just fabric and

pieces of ribbon, plastic nametags, buttons and creases. What’s the big deal?
Well, these so-called tedious and mundane tasks that Military Training
Instructors and Military Training
Leaders make such a big deal about do
serve a purpose.
They instill a fundamental pride
in Airmen of serving in today’s Air
Force. Having shiny boots or a crisp
Battle Dress Uniform doesn’t just relay
to people that you have shiny boots or
a crisp BDU uniform … it tells people
you are proud of what you choose to do
everyday. It also instills in you that you
are part of an elite group of Americans
representing all walks of life and are
part of a team doing everything from
filing paperwork to repairing and
launching multi-million dollar satellites
or aircraft. There is no other time
when this is truer than when we are
tasked to deploy.
The biggest responsibility we are
all required to fulfill is being prepared
to deploy to any location at any time.
There are a lot of moving parts in the
entire readiness machine. If one part of
that machine isn’t given full attention,
then the entire machine is at risk. If

you are not prepared to deploy, then the
machine loses efficiency. When that
piece of paper was handed to you at the
recruiter’s office, and at every reenlistment since then, you signed to be a
volunteer in this service – to put on a
uniform everyday and proudly be ready
to fulfill the mission of defending the
United States of America.
Being prepared to deploy is more
than ensuring your gas mask is serviceable, it means taking care of your
health, family and personal and professional obligations. If these areas are
always at the forefront of your priorities, then when you do deploy, you
won’t put yourself through additional
stressors that only add to an already
stressful situation.
The next time you are going
through your routine of getting ready
for the day or that next deployment,
take a moment or two to reflect on
what helps you to “Blue” yourself
every day. It may not have anything to
do with your uniform, but if its an
important part of your day that prepares you for your job as a professional
Airman, then you, my friend, have just
been “Blued.”

www.peterson.af.mil
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Personnel accountability top priority for PERSCO teams
Once the bullets are flying and the
military is on the move, the imperative
accountability of personnel lies in the
hands of the Personnel in Support of
Contingency Operations teams.
Air Force personnelists have the
responsibilty of knowing – and even
finding – people once they are
deployed and employed in any Areas of
Responsibility, especially Iraq or
Afghanistan.
The job requires complete
accountability. The most critical need
for the PERSCO team members’ mission is casualty reporting and notification. Another important requirement is
to ensure servicemembers are able to be
contacted about important events at

Without the cont i n u i n g
e f f o r t s of personnelists, the United
States’ Prisoner -Of-War
and Missing-In- Action
lists could never be
resolved and family
members could worry
needlessly.
home and in units.
The goal and the reality are not
always attainable. Without the continuing efforts of personnelists, the United

States’ Prisoner-of-War and Missing-InAction lists could never be resolved and
family members could worry needlessly
about the well-being of their deployed
servicemembers.
In today’s joint-service climate,
Air Force personnelist are often teamed
with Army, Marine and Navy entities.
“Communication assets and capabilities in the AOR are nowhere near
what they are in the states,” said Capt.
Ron Cheatham, U.S. Air Force Academy
personnelist who just returned from
deployment. “You cannot simply expect
to pick up the phone and reach a military member.”
Part of his experience in a joint
deployment was being able to convoy or

fly via Army Blackhawk helicopters to
different locations around the AOR to
make contact with supported Airmen.
“This contact is essential and often
challenging in deployed locations,”
Captain Cheatham said.
Understanding the crucial nature
of knowing the whereabouts of our
fighting servicemembers is imperative,
he said.
Members of the 21st Mission
Support Squadron PERSCO team said
that recognizing the importance of
being ready to perform the duties necessary for this mission simply cannot be
understated.
(Information courtesy of the 21st
Mission Support Squadron)

Fun times at
Aquatics Center
Dixie Lambert, assistant coach, conducts a Peterson
Swim Team practice, which are held Sunday mornings at the Aquatics Center here. The team is for
children ages 6 to 18. To make the team, children
must be able to swim all four basic strokes: butterfly,
back stroke, breast stroke and freestyle. Practice
sessions are from 9 to 11 a.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays. For information, contact
the Aquatics Center at 556-4608.

Photo by Margie Arnold

10

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, September 1, 2005

AROUND PETE

Congratulations to Air Force re-enlistees from July
Senior Master Sgt.
Matthew Josefowicz
21st Contracting Squadron

Master Sgt.
Robert Butler
AFSPC

Tech. Sgt.
Kevin Goretti
U.S. Northcom

Master Sergeant
Sheryl Orawiec
460th Maintenance Support Group

Technical Sergeant
James Landers
21st Space Wing

Tech. Sgt.
Kate Rust
Air Force Space Command

Master Sgt.
Kenneth Dean
12th Space Warning Squadron

Tech. Sgt.
Francisco Zamora
Air Force Recruiting Squadron

Staff Sergeant
Bobby Curry
21st Space Communications Squadron

Master Sgt.
Page Pinkney, Jr.
U.S. Northcom

Tech. Sgt.
Robert Howard
21st CONS

Staff Sgt.
Raymond Warman
21st Civil Engineer Squadron

Master Sgt.
Christopher Gaonia
U.S. Air Force Academy Band

Tech. Sgt.
Daniel Bonner
AFSPC

Staff Sgt.
Francis Impastato
21st Comptroller Squadron

Master Sgt.
Cheryl Sizer
U.S. Air Force Academy Band

Tech. Sgt.
Lonnie Gann
21st Maintenance Operations

Staff Sgt.
Luciana Piper
21st Medical Group

Master Sgt.
Sandra Tiemens
U.S. Air Force Academy Band

Tech. Sgt.
David Verburg
76th SPCS

Staff Sgt.
John Healey
21st Maintenance Operations

Master Sgt.
Terry Bashore
AFSPC

Tech. Sgt.
Edward Salazar
21st Aerospace Medicine Squadron

Staff Sgt.
Steven Schobinger
76th Space Control Squadron

Master Sgt.
Medarlo Tugade
AFSPC

Tech. Sgt.
Larry Niemeier
Space and Missile Center

Senior Airman
Andrea Hooper
21st Services Squadron

Master Sgt.
Ty Ingle
AFSPC

Tech. Sgt.
Ronald Meyers
21st Civil Engineer Squadron

Senior Airman
Ana Bryson
21st Logistics Readiness Squadron
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Armed forces softball veteran
wins championship, retires
By 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

A 43-year-old All-Air Force shortstop will retire
after 20 years of armed forces softball experience following the Air Force team’s first place victory at the
Armed Forces Women’s Softball Championship here.
“Senior Master Sgt. Cheryl ‘Trap’ Trapnell is a
natural-born leader. The other players looked up to her
for motivation and guidance,” said Coach Bill Hardy,
Air Force Women’s Softball head coach. “It was an
honor to coach her in her final tournament.”
Sergeant Trapnell first started playing in 1981,
after her supervisor pushed her to play softball for the
Air Force. Her first year was successful; she muscled
her way onto the armed forces team. Throughout her
career, she made the All-Armed Forces team 17 out of
20 years. She was also a nine-time, first-team AllAmerican.
In her final year with the team and with the Air
Force, Sergeant Trapnell sacrificed terminal-leave
time to lead the team to victory in the armed forces
tournament. She went out with a bang as well, batting
5 for 5 with 1 RBI during the final game versus Army.
“I love to play softball,” Sergeant Trapnell said.
“Although I was on terminal leave, I couldn’t pass up
the opportunity to play with my team one last time.”
The all-career shortstop said she passed up the
opportunity to play on the All-Armed Forces team in
nationals this year because she wanted to be with her
children. Sergeant Trapnell plans to retire Oct. 1 to
Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Shortstop Cheryl ‘Trap’Trapnell, returns the ball to
Brig. Gen. Richard Webber, 21st Space Wing commander after he threw the ceremonial first pitch to
start the Armed Forces Women’s Softball
Championship Aug. 24 here.

Championship, from Page 1
their five-run advantage, 11-6.
The top of the fifth inning proved productive for
Army, adding five runs to close the gap in their fight
to keep the gold medal. Air Force scored one leaving
Army within a run of Air Force with a score of 12-11.
The game heated up as Army finally gained the
lead, 13-12, in the top of the sixth inning. Air Force
faced the challenge hitting a load of singles and a double to score 8 runs leaving the score 20-13. Army had
one last shot in the seventh to make a come back.
Army started off with a double by Baldwin.
Andreoni hit a deep shot to White in left field for
Army’s first out bringing up rover, Kimberly Sinclair,
who had been hitless all night. Sinclair took the first
pitch and drove the ball deep over the fence for a tworun homer to bring Army within five runs.
Right fielder, Michelle Merga, stepped up to the
plate and placed a single into center. This brought up
Wimbley who popped out to rover, Scott-McCloud, for
Army’s second out.
First baseman, Chicola Barrington, drove a single up the middle while second baseman, Shannon
Eichenseer, looked the pitches over for a walk. Third
baseman, Angela Diebal, hit behind loaded bases,
missing the first pitch for an 0-1 count. She found her
mark on the second pitch only to also find Robinson’s
glove at second. The line drive brought in the third out
to end the championship game and bringing the gold
back to Air Force.
For Air Force, Trapnell went 5-5 with one RBI,
White went 4-4 with two RBIs a double and one stolen
base. Thompson went 5-5 with 6 RBIs and a stolen
base. For Army, Dunn went 3-5 with one RBI and
Sinclair went 1-5 with three RBIs and a homerun.
(This game was a culmination of three days of
non-stop softball action between all four service
branches women’s teams. To see how they got there,
see Pages 16 and 17.)
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Team Pete on the Street
What would you do to stop a friend from drinking and driving?
“I would do
whatever it
takes. I’ll try to
talk them out
of making a
bad decision or
take their keys
away from
them.”
– Master Sgt.
Ron Luvisi, 21st
Mission Support
Squadron

“I would take
their keys or
call their wife
and tell them.”
– Staff Sgt. Tony
Davis, 21st
Security Forces
Squadron military working
dog handler

“Take his keys
away.”
– Scott Harper,
Titan
Corporation

“They could
stay at my
house; I could
take their keys
or have a friend
drive them. I
would do anything I could to
stop them.”
– Master Sgt.
Carl Bradley,
U.S. Air Force
Academy Band

“I would take
their keys or
drive them
wherever they
needed to go.”
– Valerie Cisna,
family member

Peterson rallies to support Air Force softball team
Armed forces women move battlefield to diamond
By Tech. Sgt. Denise Johnson
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

From 8 a.m. Aug. 24 through nearly 11 p.m. Friday, a capacity
crowd of Team Pete members gathered at the base softball fields, rallying for their “home” team.
Four all-service teams met on the diamonds to vie for the
Armed Forces Women’s Softball Championship title in the three-day
tournament.
Women from the far corners of the globe, serving in the Armed
Forces, gathered at their respective branch-of-service softball camps
for two weeks of tryouts prior to making the cut onto the All-Army,
Navy, Air Force or Marine team. In the end, 15 women comprised
each team as the most ideal candidates to come here and, hopefully
bring home the Gold Medal to their fort, station, base or camp.
The championship will be held here one last time in 2006
before moving on to another location. The tournament is on a threeyear rotation, moving to a new location and a new branch-of-service
host each time.
Sharon Duell, 21st Services Squadron athletic director, said,
“This tournament had more support than any other I’ve hosted. We
had a lot of fun and it was great to see the fruition of a lot of hard
work.”
Months of planning and hard work came together as local and
national media covered the battle for the gold. “It took a lot of man
hours, personnel and teamwork to bring this tournament to this level
of success,” Ms. Duell continued. “From our team here at the services squadron, to the (communications) folks, public affairs, civil engineers and even our volunteer bat girls, to the support from the wing
leadership – we all came together to put this puzzle together. It was
terrific.”
Sportscenter highlighted the tournament as part of ESPN’s “50
in 50” series, which covers 50 States in 50 days. The hour-long feature, covering Colorado sports with the Armed Forces Women’s
Softball Championship dominating the show, aired a special feature
on Airman 1st Class Schameka White, from Moody Air Force Base,
Georgia. The aviation resource management apprentice overcame a
difficult and trying childhood to graduate four years of college on a

softball scholarship. She then joined the Air Force to eventually find herself here on Permissive Temporary Duty as she
made the cut for the All-Air Force team. The left fielder went
4-4 in the final game of the tournament – helping to seal the
deal for the Air Force gold.
“I have overcome many obstacles to find myself here
today,” Airman White said. “I am blessed.”

The ball players were just one element of the three-day
event, as 21st SVS members sold hot dogs, T-shirts and sodas
while volunteer youth from Peterson stood in as bat girls. Twins,
Amber and Chelsea Gilreath, 12, were enamored with the ESPN
television set and the eight-game winning streak by the All-Air
Force team. The girls picked bats up and brought them back to
the dugout for most of the tournament, earning their own All-Air

Force game shirts from the team they supported.
“It was so much fun,” Amber said.
Chelsea laughed and said, “We brought our autographed
picture from the ESPN lady (Anchor Linda Cohn) into school.”
Amber chimed in, “… and our ESPN Staff badges. Our
friends were jealous.”
The girls were not the only ones who enjoyed the event,

Maj. Jessica MacDonald, 21st SVS commander said she was impressed
with the support from the fans.
“The crowd cheered from the first pitch to the last, sticking it out until
late Friday night for the end of the final game and the award ceremony
afterward,” Major MacDonald said. “We had a capacity crowd of fans from
civilians to family members, not to mention active duty and retirees from
every branch of service. Peterson is a prime location for an event such as
this because of our joint-service tenant units and varied missions here, we
had supporters from every branch of service.”
The crowds, regardless of their allegiance, watched the Air Force
complete their mission on time. All-Air Force lost to All-Army in the first
of nine games, but came back for an eight-game winning streak to beat AllArmy in the final game, 20-15. All-Air Force has won the Gold Medal four
out of the last five years, losing it in 2004 to All-Army.

All-Air Force coach, Bill Hardy, checks out the base runner situation
before he gives the signals to his batter during Game 1. Coach Hardy
and assistant coach Danny Acosta were selected to coach the 2005
Armed Forces Women’s Softball Team.

Photos By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Left fielder, Schameka White, gets ready to rip a line drive down the third baseline in the first game of the inter-service championship series against All-Army. Portions of the game
were featured on ESPN Aug. 24 for their 50 states in 50 days series. White was featured on ESPN for the game and went 3-5 in the first game. All-Air Force lost the first game against
Army 16-14, but came back to win 20-15 in the championship game hosted by the 21st Space Wing Friday.

2005 Armed Forces
Women’s Softball Team
Terri Andreoni
Army

Niki Dunn
Army

Laurie Doughty
Air For ce

Amanda Sn yder
Air For ce

Karrie Warren
Air For ce

Kristy Robinson
Air For ce

Jamie Thompson
Air For ce

Shannon
Eic henseer
Army

Erica Mater
Na vy

Tammy Bald win
Army
Jac keedra Wimb le y
Army

All-Army Shortstop, Tammy Baldwin, gets ready to head for third
base. This is Baldwin’s third year playing for All-Army.

Jac kie Dixon
Marines
Mic helle Mur ga
Army

Alison Ringaman
Na vy
Kisc ha McCloud
Air For ce
Tom Miller, camera man for ESPN, gets a close-up of the All-Air Force team before the
opening game Aug. 24. The ESPN crew filmed various areas of the base and around
Colorado to set up the coverage of the softball championship.

Left fielder, Michelle Skarr, sets herself to field a hard grounder during
warm-ups before the first game between Army and All-Air Force.

Manitou Springs

A popular vacation spot

By Nel Lampe

grand villas. The town did become a destination for vacationers and resort-seekers, many of whom came with
steamer trunks and stayed for weeks. Several hotels
catered to visitors and hired bands to play for dances. The
anitou Springs was settled about the same time
vacationers visited the Garden of the Gods, the Cave of
as Colorado Springs, although it was known for
the Winds or rode a burro to the top of Pikes Peak.
its bubbling springs long before it became a
Important American citizens visited Manitou Springs —
resort and acquired the name of Manitou Springs.
such as
American
Presidents
Indians considTheodore
ered the springs
Roosevelt,
sacred and
William
often used the
McKinley and
waters
U.S. Grant. P.T.
as a cure
Barnum, of cirfor their
cus fame,
ailments.
stopped by, as
Although
did Thomas
many people
Edison, Daniel
knew of the
Boone’s grandbubbling
son Col. A.G.
springs in the
Boone, and
early 1800s,
explorers John
and reports and
C. Fremont and
books noted
Stephen H.
the curative
Photos by Nel Lampe
Unique shops line Manitou Avenue. Manitou Springs has a Victorian-era flavor augmented Long.
powers of the
by Southwestern-style buildings nestled in the mountains.
Manitou
springs, it
Springs also
wasn’t until
attracted health seekers. Some people came for the mineral
after the Civil War that actions were taken to build a
waters and others came for the Colorado air, seeking a cure
health resort on the site.
for tuberculosis.
General William J. Palmer, while surveying a route for
Time changed Manitou Springs. As tuberculosis became
the Kansas Pacific Railway, visited the Pikes Peak area.
less
of a threat, people quit coming for the cure. Popularity
Palmer was immediately taken by the beauty of the area
of the mineral water cures lessened; cars became the mode
and in 1871 founded the town of Colorado Springs.
of travel rather than passenger trains or horses and buggies.
Doctor William A. Bell, a member of Palmer’s railroad
Instead of staying for weeks, people stayed only a few days.
surveying crew, became involved in building a resort town
The resort hotels were less popular with motorists, and
at the site of the springs. At first, the town was called La
a new phenomenon, motor courts and auto courts – now
Font, but later the name was changed to Manitou Springs.
known as motels – came into being. Several early motels
The first hotel was built in 1872, and grand parks, hotels,
are still operating in Manitou Springs, dating back to the
spas and villas were planned.
early part of the 20th century.
Although
Manitou Springs is still a popular tourist destination.
the town grew,
Today’s visitors enjoy the town’s quaint look, unique shops
it was with
small cottages and restaurants. They sometimes use Manitou Springs as
the starting point to visit some of the same tourist attracand shops,
See Manitou, Page 20
rather than
Mountaineer staff

M

Visitors taste the mineral water at one of the
springs in Manitou Springs.

An arcade with antique games is popular with tourists and locals alike. It’s in
downtown Manitou Springs near Soda Springs Park.

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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HAPPENINGS
and gumbo cookoff in March and the
Clay Fest and Buffalo Barbecue Days
are other worthwhile events.
One of the most famous events in
Manitou Springs is the Pikes Peak
Ascent Saturday, when hundreds of
people run to the top of Pikes Peak,
just for the fun of it. The ascent starts
at 6:30 a.m. in front of City Hall on
Manitou Avenue. The next day, many of
those same people run the Pikes Peak
Marathon, in which people run to the
top of Pikes Peak and then run back
down; just for the challenge. The start
line is in front of City Hall and the finish line is at the corner of Ruxton and
Manitou Avenues.
Call the Chamber of Commerce at
685-5089 for information on any event.
Pick up a visitor’s guide and pamphlets at
the chamber, located at 354 Manitou
Avenue.
To reach Manitou Springs from
Peterson AFB, take Highway 24 West
to Manitou Springs business route. Or,
take Colorado Avenue west, which
becomes Manitou Avenue at the arch.
Parking is streetside, and there are
no meters.

tions that drew vacationers 100 years ago.
Patsy’s candy stand has been selling saltwater taffy and other treats in Manitou Springs
for a century. The Penny Arcade attracts visitors
of all ages to the antique, classic games.
Unusual stores sell retro toys, American Indian
wares, art, jewelry, pottery and gifts.
And, there’s that water. Visitors want to
try it; some people take it home in plastic
containers and use it to make their own
carbonated beverages.
There are still nine mineral water springs
open to the public, including springs near Soda
Springs Park and the arcade.
The Chamber of Commerce sponsors
“Springabouts,” during summer months. At
9:30 a.m. on Tuesdays and Saturdays, a guide
leads a tour of the various springs. Each
spring has its own unique-tasting water.
Guests on the walkabout are encouraged to
bring a small cup for tasting the water.
A few remnants of Manitou Springs’ heyday are still visible. The Barker House Hotel is
now a restaurant and retirement apartment
house. The Cliff House survived a fire and
several uses and was restored to its original
use as an elegant hotel and restaurant. The
Briarhurst Manor, where the Bell
family lived, serves as an upscale
restaurant. The Stage Coach Inn –
which was a stage- coach stop
between Colorado Springs and
Cripple Creek and is now a restaurant specializing in beef and buffalo. Melodrama is performed in dinner theaters in Manitou Springs,
and the Victorian Miramont castle
is open for tea and tours.
Manitou Springs hosts interesting and unique events, many of
them in Soda Springs Park, located
in the heart of downtown Manitou
Springs. Other events are in
Memorial Park, near the Chamber
of Commerce. The Commonwheel
Art Co-op Fest is Labor Day
Weekend. The Emma Crawford
Coffin Race and haunted tours are
in October. There’s the Fruitcake
Toss in January; the carnival parade Miramont Castle in Manitou Springs was once a private

Visitors buy refreshments at the 100-year-old candy stand
in downtown Manitou Springs.

home which is open for tours and tea.

The Cliff House Hotel, built in 1873, has been restored. It’s
a luxurious hotel with fine dining.

Just the Facts
• Travel time: 20 minutes
• For ages: All ages
• Type: historic resort town
• Fun factor:

1/2

(Out of 5 stars)
• Wallet damage: varies
Manitou Springs incorporates canyons and foothills in its terrain. The Victorian-era Barker
House Hotel is the large building with towers.

HAPPENINGS

www.peterson.af.mil

June 13 through 18. For information,
call 520-7462. Season tickets are now
being sold. The theater is located at
190 S. Cascade Ave., in downtown
Colorado Springs.

Melodrama
“Farther North to Laughter” at 6
p.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays
and Saturdays in the Iron Springs
Melodrama Dinner Theater, 444
Ruxton Ave., Manitou Springs. Dinner
and show cost $24; call 685-5104 for
information.
“The Star Crossing,” by Cripple
Creek Players is at 8 p.m. Wednesdays
through Sundays in the Butte Opera
House in Cripple Creek. Tickets start at
$7. There are 2 p.m. matinees the same
days, except Fridays. Call 689-2513 for
information.

Arnold Hall Theater
The Academy Concerts’ new season opens with the “Will Rogers
Follies,” Sept. 16, followed by “Mame,”
Oct. 28; “Babes in Toyland,” Dec. 10;
“Broadway’s Spirit of Christmas,” Dec.
18; “Star Spangled Celebration,” March
5; and “Mannheim Steamroller,” April
27. Season tickets are available. For
information, call 333-4497.

Colorado State Fair
Fine Arts Center
The Repertory Theater at the Fine
Arts Center has announced its new season of musicals. “Anything Goes,” is
Sept. 30 through Oct. 23; “She Loves
Me,” is Nov. 18 through Dec. 11; “La
Cage Aux Folles,” is Feb. 10 through
March 5; and “The Pirates of
Penzance,” is May 12 through June 4.
Call 634-5583 or go online at
www.csfineartscenter.org for ticket
information.

Broadway season
The Pikes Peak Center Broadway
season begins with “Chicago,” Oct. 4
and 5; “Oklahoma,” March 29 and 30;
and “The Producers,” May 5, 6 and 7.
An additional show, “Stomp,” is set for

The Colorado State Fair is going
on through Sept. 5. Gate admission is
$7 Fridays and Saturdays and $5
Mondays through Thursdays. The fairgrounds open at 10 a.m. each day; the
carnival opens at noon on weekdays, at
10 a.m. on weekends. The state fairgrounds are located at 1001 Beulah;
from I-25 take Exit 97a, take a right on
Abriendo and go to the traffic light
then go west on Northern Avenue to
Beulah. It’s four blocks on Beulah to
the fairgrounds. Parking in nearby lots
costs $5 or $7.
Concerts during the State Fair
include: Today: Kenny Rogers and Jo
Dee Messina; Saturday: Sparx and
Lorenzo Antonio with Mariachi
Tenampa; Monday: Alice Cooper and
Cheap Trick.
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For information, go online at
www.ticketmaster.com or call 5209090. Concert tickets range from $13
to $33.

Labor Day weekend
To celebrate Labor Day, an oldfashioned Labor Day Celebration and
vintage baseball game is Monday, at the
Rock Ledge Ranch by the Garden of the
Gods entrance. Entrance fee is $1 to $5.
Colorado Springs Balloon Classic
is Saturday through Monday at
Memorial Park, beginning at dawn. Ther
event is free.

Shakespeare Festival
Theatreworks at the University of
Colorado, Colorado Springs presents
“Macbeth” through Sept. 4. Reserved
seats are $22, but free general admission tickets are available an hour before
the show, on a first come, first-served
basis. Call 262-3232 or go online to
uccstheatreworks.com. “Macbeth” is in
the Dusty Loo Bon Vivant Theater at
3955 Cragwood Dr., north of Austin
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AROUND PETE
Today

Friday, September 2

Monday, September 5

21st Space Wing
Warrior Day

Air Force
Space Command
Family Day

Labor
Day

Monday, September 12

Friday, September 16

Thursday, September 8

9-11
Memorial Service

POW/MIA
Ceremony

Cook-off at the
Commissary

8:10 a.m.; In front of Wing
Headquarters Building

10 a.m. at the Base Chapel

For information
call 556-7770

for the base calendar, e-mail

space.observer@peterson.af.mil

September is
National Immunization
month

