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Team Pete members help Katrina victims
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Team Pete has deployed 96 members as of Tuesday as well as members
of Army Space and Missile Defense
Command/Army Forces Strategic
Command to the Gulf Coast region in
support of relief efforts through Joint
Task Force-Katrina.
“Even though members of the
military are supposed to be ready to
deploy at a moment’s notice, most
receive three to four months notice,”
said Maj. Isaac Davidson, 21st Mission
Support Squadron commander. “When
we received the tasking for people to
help with the relief mission, it took on
average five hours for people to have
orders in hand and less than 24 hours
until they had their plane ticket and
were on their way.”
Colonel Jay Santee, 21st Space
Wing special assistant to the commander, deployed in support of JTF-Katrina
Sept. 3. He was notified the afternoon

of Sept. 2 and was on a plane at 7 a.m.
the following morning.
“I don’t think you can ask for a
faster military response than that,”
Colonel Santee said.
Major Davidson said the 21st SW
personnel readiness unit became the
focal point on making sure the right
people were deployed. They had to
coordinate with the 21st Logistics
Readiness Squadron, finance, medical,
legal, the family service center, transportation, the military personnel flight
and MSS to get everyone processed
and on their way.
“The taskings requested people
with specific Air Force specialty codes
and skill levels,” said 1st Lt. Jace
Anders, 21st MSS. “Even though people wanted to volunteer, they had to
meet the AFSC and skill level requirements from the tasking before they
could go.”
Most of the people were deployed
by commercial aircraft to the disaster

See Katrina, Page 10
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From left: Capts. Jeff Owens and Craig Thorstenson, combat planners; Col.
Jay Santee, 1st Air Force director of space forces; and Maj. Paul Olah, joint
area operations planner, meet with Col. Kathy Watts, intelligence director for
the 1st Aerospace Expeditionary Task Force-Katrina Operation. All are part of
the military force supporting Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.

Space Warning Squadron supports relief effort
By Tech. Sgt. Michael Phillips
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina’s devastation on the Gulf Coast,
communities around the globe have stepped up efforts to do their part,
in whatever way possible, to provide support. The community around
Cape Cod, Mass., which includes the 21st Space Wing’s 6th Space
Warning Squadron, is no exception.
“We saw a need,” said Lt. Col. Paul Hamilton, 6th Space Warning
Squadron commander. “Even though we’re a small unit, we’ve looked
for ways we can have an impact.
“Most of our military members want to be directly involved with
the relief efforts either in the Gulf region or here at the Massachusetts
Military Reservation,” he said. “All of us are ready to respond.
“The Massachusetts Military Reservation is currently hosting
more than 200 displaced persons, with possibly more displaced persons arriving later,” Col. Hamilton said. “The state has offered to
accept up to 2,500.”
Through groups like their Company Grade Officers’ Council,
Colonel Hamilton said, they’d like to help those people adapt to their
new surroundings.
“They’ll be in a completely new environment. We’d like to take
them out for a day and show them the community,” he added. “Those
are some of the small things we’d like to try to do to help ease their
loss and help them as they get back on their feet.
“The 6th SWS has had a cash drive for the Red Cross since Aug.
31,” Colonel Hamilton said.

Photo by Lt. Col. Paul Hamilton

Airman 1st Class Louis Guinta makes a donation to the 6th
Space Warning Squadron’s Red Cross relief fund donation box.

See Relief, Page 10
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Team Pete reflects on 9-11

Photos by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Technical Sgt. Nicole Basnight recounts her remembrance of Sept. 11, 2001:
“It was the end of a very long 12-hour shift at Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi
Arabia. I glanced at the operations room television and saw a plane go into
one of the towers. Since the television was muted, I thought it was just a bad
movie. Everyone knew you could not fly into the towers by accident. I called
my parents first but their line was busy. Then I called my husband stationed at
Schriever AFB. Some of you might be wondering why you would call your parents first. On that day those buildings began to fall a few minutes from 80
North Moore Street – the building in which I was born and raised in and my
family still resides in. My family was very lucky to survive that horrific tragedy.
I remember that my skyline and my home will never look the same again.”

United States and Canadian members salute the flag as the national anthem
plays during the 9-11 Remembrance Ceremony Sept. 12, here.

A Moment in Time

September 12, 1918

Lt. Frank Luke shot down his
first enemy balloon.
September 15, 1925
The first semi-rigid helium airship constructed in the U.S. is
completed.
September 15, 1956
The 701st Tactical Missile Wing,
scheduled to be equipped with
the Matador cruise missile, activates under 12th Air Force at
Hahn Air Base, Germany. This is
the first U.S. Air Force tactical
missile wing.
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Space Warfare Center supports warfighters
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The Space Warfare Center, located at Schriever
Air Force Base, Colo., is a unique and innovative testing facility used for improving existing technology
and finding new ways to support the warfighter.
The primary mission of the SWC is to advance
the Air Force as well as joint and combined space
warfare through innovation, testing, tactics development and training.
“Everything we are about is for the warfighter,”
said Col. Larry Chodzko, SWC commander. “From
the global war on terrorism to how we interface, we
make very few things. What we try to do is make
things better for the warfighter.”
Colonel Chodzko said from communications, to
weapons, to imagery, we try and make things better.
We take commanders’ needs and try to improve on
them, whether it is better communications or more
accurate weapons.
Some of the success stories from the SWC
include tracking devices that help identify friend
from foe, such as Blue Force tracking, Colonel
Chodzko said. Another innovative idea to come out
of the SWC is Combat SkySat, which is a nearspace balloon used to carry ultra-high frequency
communications equipment and use it as a communications relay.
“We look at the way industry does things,”
Colonel Chodzko said. “We can take that technology
and enhance it. Though the tendency is sometimes to
say, ‘Hey, this is not what we are looking for,’ our
guys look at things and say how can we use it or I
know somebody else that could use it.”
Colonel Chodzko said our aggressor squadrons,
the 527th and 26th Reserve units provide opposing
forces for training purposes. They give units a
realistic look into the capabilities of enemy forces

Photo by Lt. Col. Rich Lane

A Combat SkySat payload is launched during a
demonstration in Arizona in May 2005 by a member of the 111th Space Operations Squadron .

and what they might be able to do before they see
it in a combat situation.
“The aggressor squadron’s primary mission is
to replicate what an adversary, state actor or non-state
actor, can do,” Colonel Chodzko said. “They don’t try
to make new things, they take current and existing
capabilities and use it.”
Another thing the SWC has recently completed
is Schriever III, Colonel Chodzko said. This is an
exercise that is held every couple of years. It is used

to test out capabilities we project we will have in the
future. It also puts stressors on those capabilities to
find out where command and control relationships
go, providing some real good lessons learned.
The SWC was off icially designated on
December 8, 1993, and is organized into f ive
organizations.
The Air Force Tactical Exploitation of National
Capabilities is one unit. The TENCAP has three primary missions. They include exploiting space systems for tactical applications through rapid prototyping projects, influencing the design of future space
systems for tactical applications and educating the
warfighter on the capabilities and tactical application
of space systems.
The second organization is the Space Battlelab.
Their mission is to transform space capabilities into
solutions for today’s warfighting problems.
The integration unit is directly involved in integrating space systems into air and information warfare. The plans, programs and requirements division
is the backbone of the SWC. They provide support to
all other units within the SWC.
The final organization is the 595th Space
Group. They include the test squadrons and the
aggressor squadrons used to test and enhance
warfighter capabilities.
The SWC also has two detachments.
Detachment 1 is at Nellis AFB, Nev., co-located with
Red Flag operations, where they look into the best
ways to integrate space into the full spectrum aerospace range envisioned by Air Combat Command.
Detachment 2 is at Langley AFB, Va., where
they help ensure that emerging Combined Air
Operations Center capabilities mesh well with and fit
the needs of all CAOC users. They were recently
named as the Air Force Space Command liaison to
Joint Forces Command.

Retired general emphasizes importance of history
By Bradford Fletcher
21st Space Wing History Office

September marks the 60th anniversary of the World War II surrender of
Japan signed aboard the USS Missouri
and the fourth anniversary of 9-11 terrorist attacks.
In light of this, members of the
21st Space Wing History Office recently visited with retired Brig. Gen. Wilbert
Ruenheck, former Head of the
Department of History at the United
States Air Force Academy. They discussed his perspective on the importance of studying history as it relates to
current world events and our own
American history.
Mister Ruenheck made it clear
right away that historical knowledge
can be a tremendous asset to the people
of this country.
“There is no cornerstone better
than history,” Mr. Ruenheck said. “It is
the basis for understanding what this
country is about and what has happened

Courtesy photo

Retired Brigadier General Ruenheck,
pictured as a Colonel, at the U.S. Air
Force Academy in 1962.

before. If people study history, it will be
a benefit to them as well as to the
nation.”
Mister Ruenheck said he recognizes that an understanding of American
history should begin early in order to

reap its full benefits.
“I would start this studying
process with the education of our
younger people,” Mr. Ruenheck said.
“History is a good tool for our students
and teaches them to be better citizens
and good stewards of our country.
“There is no question that one of
the courses in a student’s senior year in
high school should be history, with an
emphasis on a hard, practical look at
what history has taught us,” said Mr.
Ruenheck.
However, high school-level opportunities to learn about history are just
the tip of the iceberg.
“At the college level, it makes
sense to have a foundation predicated on
the knowledge of history and what happened, but it is also necessary to then
project how that knowledge can improve
the future,” Mr. Ruenheck said.
Specific areas of historical study
lend themselves to this type of analysis
better than others. Mister Ruenheck said
he believes that United States diplomat-

POW / MIA Ceremony
10 a.m., Friday
at the Peterson Chapel

ic history should be explored in three
key eras: colonial independence, 19thcentury expansion and our projection on
the present world stage.
“If I were teaching today, I would
start out by instructing on what the
world is today and what we know of it,”
Mr. Ruenheck said. “Then, after providing a historical overview, I would focus
on those three eras and ask people how
those experiences could benefit us
today. You must have a foundation and
the foundation is history.”
Mister Ruenheck completed his
early education at Kemper Military
School in Boonville, Miss., and went on
to earn a Bachelor’s Degree from
Washington University in St. Louis
along with a Master’s and Ph.D. from
New York University.
Prior to coming to the Academy in
1957, he served in a variety of educational assignments with the Air University
and with Air Force ROTC at Washington
State University. Mister Ruenheck completed his military career in 1967.
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Peterson youth donates golden Locks of Love
By 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Perhaps one of the most admirable qualities in a
child is the ability to care for another. Parents try to
teach their children important lessons throughout life
and how to show compassion for those who are less
fortunate. They try to instill hope and confidence,
teaching them that they can make a difference.
Sometimes, however, children teach themselves.
This was the case with 9-year-old Mikaela, daughter
of Tamara Moody and Chief Master Sgt. James
Moody, 21st Space Wing command chief master
sergeant.
Chief Moody said his daughter wanted to help
people with cancer, so she spent more than a year
and a half growing her hair to donate it to “Locks
of Love.”
Chief Moody said this was all her idea, Tamara
and I never suggested it to her.
Mikaela got her hair cut Sept. 1 at a local barber shop and donated her hair to “Locks of Love.”
“It felt really good to help people with cancer,”
Mikaela said.
Mikaela wasn’t the only one proud of her
decision. Chief Moody said he was very proud of
his daughter.
“It makes you feel fantastic as a parent that
your child looks to helping others,” Chief Moody
said. “You feel good when you see your young child
using manners such as please and thank you. When
one of them does something like this, they take
everything you had hoped that you were teaching
them completely off the scale.”
A nonprofit organization, ‘Locks of Love,’ collects donated hair and provides hair pieces to financially disadvantaged cancer patients and others who

Photos by Chief Master Sgt. James Moody

Left: Maria Gonzalez, Great Clips hair stylist, cuts
Mikaela Moody’s hair for “Locks of Love” on Sept.
1. Right: Mikaela shows off her newly cut hair.
Mikaela donated her hair to “Locks of Love” after
spending a year and a half growing it.

have suffered long-term medical hair loss.
According to the organization’s web site, the
hair pieces they provide restore self-esteem and confidence, enabling clients to face the world and their
peers. Locks of Love will continue it’s efforts as long
as there is a need and Mikaela said she’ll be ready.
“The best part, though, is that I can grow it back
and do it again,” Mikaela said.

Loc ks of Lo ve is a nonpr ofit
or ganization that pr o vides hairpieces
to less for tunate individuals suff ering
fr om long-term medical hair loss.
The y accept all donations over 10
inc hes in a ponytail or braid. For more
inf ormation visit www.loc ksoflo ve .or g .

www.peterson.af.mil
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Colorado Springs gears up for
Veteran’s Day Parade

Red Cross office calls for volunteers

The parade begins at 9:30 a.m. Nov. 5 in downtown Colorado Springs. Registration for the parade
began Aug.1 and runs through Oct 14. For information, call Diana Ceciliani at 282-3862.

The Peterson Red Cross office is in need of volunteers to staff their main office, located in Building
350. For information or to volunteer, call Cathy Todd
at 556-7590 or 556-9201.

Peterson Chapel begins registration

Commissary holds case-lot sale

Registration has started for Catholic Religious
Education (CCD) and Sunday School. Sunday School
begins at 9:30 a.m., CCD begins at 8 a.m. Sunday.

The Peterson Commissary will hold a case-lot
sale Friday and Saturday. There will be savings available in the warehouse on numerous products.

Clinic closures scheduled

Schriever AFB seeks Reservists

Peterson Base Exchange
honors retirees

The Peterson and Schriever Clinics will be closed
from 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sept. 22 due the 21st Space
Wing training day.

The Peterson Base Exchange will honor retirees
Friday through Sunday with its annual “Still Serving”
weekend. The BX staff will have drawings, free
refreshments, free product samples, vendor demonstrations and door prizes. For information, call Vicky
Smith at 596-7270.

Free tailgate party

Schriever Air Force Base has openings and mandays for Reservists and Individual Mobilization
Augmentees for fiscal year 2006, in a variety of positions, including civil engineers and security forces. For
information, call Maj. Roger Reynolds, 50th
Contracting Squadron, at 567-4698.

Traffic disruption expected
at Peterson North Gate
Construction on new speed bumps and hydraulic
barriers begins today at the North Gate. Incoming traffic will be permitted from 5 to 11 a.m. only. Outgoing
traffic will be permitted from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. only.
People traveling on or off base are encouraged to use
the East and West gates during the 30 days of construction. For information, call Roger Williams at
491-4183.

Airman’s Attic staff announces hours,
available goods
The Airman’s Attic assists military members and
their families, ranks E-4 and below with a variety of
items such as furniture, household goods, baby items,
military uniforms and large appliances at no cost. To
take advantage of services or to drop off donations,
hours of operations are from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Mondays through Saturdays. It is located in Building
1156, Columbia Hall, next to the NCO Academy. For

information, call Nona Daugherty at 556-7832.

Academy PC Gamers club
holds monthly LAN party
The Academy PC Gamers Club will host a local
area network gaming party from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Sept. 24 at the Milazzo Club. There will be tournaments and prizes given throughout the day. For information visit www.academygamers.com or e-mail
info@academygamers.com.

Schriever AFB hosts GPS conference
The 2nd Space Operations Squadron’s global
positioning system satellite constellation operators and
maintainers will host a mini-conference on the current
state of GPS operations.
The conference takes place Sept. 29 and 30 to
commemorate 20 years of GPS command and control
at Schriever Air Force Base. A ceremony will be held
to celebrate the 20th anniversary immediately after the
conference.
For information, call Capt. Eric Simmons at 567-

6325, 1st Lt. Ken Holmes at 567-5695 or visit
www.airforcespace.com.

Retirement ceremony announced
Chief Master Sgt. Victor Geary, the 21st Medical
Group superintendent, will retire from the Air Force
after more than 24 years of service. His ceremony
begins at 3 p.m., Friday at the Peterson Enlisted Club.
Everyone is welcome to attend his retirement
ceremony.

The 21st and 50th Space Wings are sponsoring a
free tailgate party for the next U.S. Air Force Academy
football game versus Wyoming. The party starts at 9
a.m. followed by the kick-off at noon.
Free food, including hotdogs, hamburgers and
sodas will be provided.
The location of the tailgate party is in the northwest corner of parking area #4.

Aragon Dining Facility Hours of
Operation
Effective Oct. 1
Weekdays/Weekends
Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner
Brunch
Dinner

5:30a.m. to 8 p.m.
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
4:30 to 7 p.m.
Holidays
6 a.m. to 1 p.m.
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
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2005 F alcon Football Game Sc hedule
Sept. 3 Air For ce vs. Washington: Won 20-17
Sept. 10 San Diego St vs. Air For ce: Won 41-29
Sept. 17 W yoming vs. Air For ce ( Game Time: noon)
Sept. 22 Air For ce vs. Utah ( Game Time: 5:30 p.m.)
Sept. 29 Air For ce vs. Colorado State ( Game Time: 5:30 p.m.)
Oct. 8 Air For ce vs. Na vy ( Game Time: 1:30 p.m.)

Damage to private property
Security forces members responded to a call reporting a damaged vehicle
at noon Sept. 1 at the NORADNorthern Command parking lot. The
owner reported the vehicle’s windshield
was damaged while parked in the parking lot. No witnesses have come forward at this time.

Larceny of non-secure
government property
Peterson Chapel staffreported a
missing laptop to security forces Sept.
4. Security forces responded to the
scene and determined the laptop was
last accounted for May 6. The laptop
was valued at $2,000. There are no witnesses or suspects at this time. This incident is still under investigation. People
should remember theft of government
property is punishable under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice.

Loud noise complaint
Security forces responded to a
loud noise complaint after 10 p.m. Sept.
4 in Peterson military housing. The

complainant reported to security forces
he heard loud banging and crashing
sounds coming from a nearby location.
Security forces investigated the incident
and found a neighbor playing music at
an excessive level.
The neighbor was asked to turn
down the music. As a reminder, after 10
p.m. on duty days is considered quiet
hours on base.

Patrol response to
9-11 hang ups
Peterson security forces responded
to two 9-11 hang ups Sept. 4. Both
hang-ups were responded to with expediency to make sure the callers were
safe. Both hang-ups were determined to
be safe. Security forces are committed
to keeping Peterson protected by following up 9-11 hang-up calls.
People are reminded that 9-11
hang ups that are not emergencies waste
time that could be spent elsewhere.
Refrain from calling unless there is an
emergency.
(Information provided by the 21st
Security Forces Squadron)

Oct. 15 UNLV vs. Air For ce ( Game Time: TBA)
Oct. 22 Te xas Christian vs. Air Force ( Game Time: 1 p.m.)
Oct. 29 Air For ce vs. BYU ( Game Time: TBA)
No v. 5 Army vs. Air Force ( Game Time: 1:30 p.m.)
No v. 19 Air Force vs. Ne w Me xico ( Game Time: TBA)

Complimentary tickets to USAFA Intercollegiate events
The USAFA athletic department will be providing the opportunity for complimentary tickets to Peterson enlisted personnel for intercollegiate athletic events. There will be 500 football tickets per game and 100 tickets for
men's basketball, hockey, women's basketball and volleyball available to
enlisted personnel at military installations in the Colorado Springs area.
Tickets will be available at the Athletic Ticket Office located in the Falcon
Athletic Center the week of the games. Tickets for all contests will be available for pick up 7 days prior to the contest and must be picked up no later
than 48 hours prior to the game date. After that point, complimentary tickets will not be available. Tickets are available on a first-come first-serve
basis with a two-ticket limit per person. The Ticket Office is open 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Friday. A valid military ID is required at pick up.
People must be 18 years of age to receive the tickets.
There will be no complimentary tickets available to the Nov. 5 Army/Air
Force football game. All complimentary tickets for enlisted personnel for
that game will be given to Army personnel and their families at Fort Carson
as a gesture of thanks for their service in Iraq.
For information, contact Mr. Chris Peludat at 333-3951.
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Corner
Retraining program offers
opportunities for NCOs
The fiscal year 2006 NCO Retraining Program
began Aug. 1, targeting approximately 1,100 NCO’s
to retrain from Air Force Specialty Codes with
NCO overages to AFSC with shortages.
Those susceptible for involuntary retraining
have been, or will be, notified and can view their
standing on the vulnerability list via the Air Force
Personnel Center homepage using their Virtual
Military Personnel Flight login. Members should
consider
voluntary retraining or a special-duty
application as soon as they are notified.
The voluntary phase of the program runs
through Oct. 14, and if necessary, an involuntary
phase will begin shortly afterward in AFSCs not
meeting retraining quotas. Some restrictions apply,
depending on grade, AFSC and time on station.
For information and a list of available retraining
in AFSCs, call the MPF employment section at
556-7400 or the Team Pete career assistance advisor
at 556-9226.

NEWS
place from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m., Oct. 18, Nov. 8 and
Dec. 6. Watch for future seminars on the new
Enlisted Force Structure, Study Skills, Silver Bullets,
Enlisted to Officer, Being a Better Supervisor, Your
Virtual Career and Space Familiarization.
For information, call the career assistance advisor at 556-9226.

Servicemembers’ life insurance
undergoes changes
Servicemembers Group Life Insurance beneficiary information ensures government benefits are
paid out in accordance with each servicemember’s
specific wishes. Due to recent casualty events,
Congress has agreed to increase All servicemembers’
SGLI to $400,000 effective today.
This includes members who have elected to
decline the insurance, as well as members who have
elected to change the amount of coverage to an
amount less than full coverage.
Servicemembers who would like to decline the
new amount or change it to a lesser amount of coverage may do so Sept. 8 through Oct. 6, from 7:30 to 9
a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays at the 21st Military
Personnel Flight customer service office, located in
Building 350, Room 1064.
Members may also stop by the customer service
section any time between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday
through Friday. For information, call Staff Sgt.
Yvonne Williams at 556-4680.

Pre-separation briefing available for
Staff makes professional development retiring, separating members
center schedule available
This mandatory briefing takes place from 3 to 4
The First Term Airmen Center will host its next
classes Oct. 17 through 28, Nov. 7 through 18, and
Dec. 5 through 16. Right Decision Workshops take

p.m., Wednesday at the family support center.
This briefing is offered every other week for
those who are retiring or separating from the military.

People must receive this briefing no later than 90
days before separation or retirement.
This briefing is to ensure members have sufficient information and time to take full advantage of
their benefits as a veteran and to explain the services
of the Transition Assistance Program.

Peterson Passport Office
announces new location
The Peterson Passport Office is now located in
the Family Support Center in Building 350, Room
1015, with new hours of operation: Mondays from 9
a.m. to noon and Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9
a.m. to noon and 1:15 to 3 p.m.
Appointments are required. For information,
call Jan Kienast at 556-6141.

Schools need ROTC instructors
Schools are in need of retired or soon-to-be
retired officers and NCOs for Air Force Junior ROTC
instructor positions for the 2006 school year.
A list of schools needing AFJROTC instructors
can be found at www.afoats.af.mil/AFJROTC/
Instructors.asp. For information, call 866 235-7682,
ext. 35275 or 35300.

Readiness briefing mandatory for
deploying, remote tour selectees
This is a mandatory briefing for anyone who is
being deployed or going on a remote tour.
It educates members on the three phases
involved with separation and the programs available
for the families left behind. Spouses are encouraged
to attend.
This briefing is offered weekly and will be held
Tuesday from 11 a.m. to noon at the Family Support
Center.
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Relief, from Page 1

Katrina, from Page 1

In addition to helping raise monetary support,
the unit is contributing to an ongoing Red Cross blood
drive. Even while finding ways for the unit to contribute, there’s been an outpouring of support from the
local community.
“We’re fielding questions from the community,”
he said. “Local citizens want to know how they can
help. We’re guiding them to the appropriate agencies.”
The local Sheriff’s Department and the Salvation
Army have established collection points also. “We’re
channeling that information to the local community as
well,” Colonel Hamilton said.
“We’re working on the longer term issue of nonperishable food items, clothing and other goods.
“There’s an unbelievable heart to the men and
women of Team 6 – volunteering at the right place and
time,” the colonel said.

area. A C-17 from Air Mobility Command picked up
38 people from the North American Aerospace
Defense Command and the United States Northern
Command and flew them to the Gulf Coast region in
support of JTF-Katrina, said Bill Edwards, 21st LRS
installation air expeditionary program manager.

“This has been an amazing effort by Team Pete in
getting people taken care of,” Major Davidson said.
“Without the hard work of Tech. Sgt. Cheri Walker
and Airman 1st Class Joseph Platt in the PRU and all
the other agencies and departments this had to be coordinated through, it would have taken a lot longer to
provide the help needed.”

The Hurricane Katrina Relief Effort Team
is officially in place
The 21st Space Wing point of contact for issues concerning Hurricane Katrina is 1st Lt. Millie Ziebell.
The team has a listing of organizations accepting donations for hurricane relief and rules for individuals or private organizations wishing to conduct fundraising activities on Peterson AFB or Cheyenne
Mountain Air Force Station. All fundraising efforts on PAFB/CMAFS must be coordinated through the
relief team. Individuals or private organizations with questions concerning fundraising on base, donating goods, deployment of military personnel or other questions or issues related to Hurricane Katrina
activities on Peterson/CMAS, call Lt. Ziebell at 556-7676 or 243-0731.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AF Pioneers of the ‘50s
Answers on Page 22

22. Obtained
23. The soybean
24. Army police officers, in short
27. Blob
29. Describing a roughly bounded part
of the space on a surface
33. Dine
34. Excuse
37. Drum
38. Accountant, in short
39. ___ an engine
40. Make an offer
41. Bay of Naples isle
44. Foe
47. First lady
48. Social outcast
49. Identify maiden name
50. Lair
51. Collegiate athletics governing body
54. Mil. pay during PCS
56. USAF pioneer Gen. ___ Schriever;
AF “father of space/missiles”
59. USAF pioneer Harold ____; 3rd
SECAF
63. Ontario neighbor
64. Chaplin movie ____ Strange
Predicament (1914)
66. Actress Falco of The Sopranos
67. Canter
68. Bridges
69. Dial or touch
70. Concord plane, in short
71. Explosive combo
72. Dashed

DOWN
ACROSS
1. Prosciutto source
4. Female friend
7. Hawaiian acacia with flowers
10. Ellipse
12. Benefactor
14. In falconry, short strap fastened

around the leg of a hawk
15. Aerobics
16. To put on (a piece of clothing)
17. Hurts
18. USAF pioneer Gen. Nathan ____;
1st AF CJCS
20. Type of psych test

1. AF pioneer Gen. ___ Vandenberg; 2nd
CSAF
2. Declare
3. Warlock
4. The ___ Show
5. Conjunction
6. USAF hero Maj. ___ Sebille; 1st USAF
MoH recipient
7. USAF pioneer Capt. Lillian Kinkel ___;

flight nurse / decorated vet
8. Scandinavian capital
9. Helper, in short
11. Singer k.d.
12 Type of records
13. Nevada town
14. USAF hero Lt Col James ____; first
jet ace
19. Midwestern state
21. Burmese currency
24. Islamic holy site
25. Dads
26. USAF Pioneer Col. John ____; Gforces scientist
28. Ominous
30. Dwindled
31. Existing
32. Weighed down with a load
35. ___ Nevis; highest mountain of
Great Britain
36. USAF pioneer Capt. ___ Kincheloe;
America’s “first spaceman”
42. Milk curdling
43. Ancient Peruvian empire
45. Achievement, Commendation, Good
Conduct, etc.
46. Scream
52. Coat-of-___
53. Fit in
55. Assist
56. Wagers
57. Mistakes
58. Mob rule
59. Camping need
60. Smell
61. Singer Turner
62. Youth
65. Prohibit

(Courtesy of Alaskan
Command Public Affairs)
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Peterson child care providers rank high with parents, children
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron

Entrusting children to child care
providers takes a leap of faith. The
experience can leave parents frustrated
if their child throws a tantrum regularly
at the provider’s house or if they can’t
perform their duties because the
provider interrupts them throughout the
day. Some parents, on the other hand,
feel blessed to be able to find a capable, caring provider — one who feels
like an extension of their own family.
Once an active-duty military family finds such a match for their child
and themselves, they often remain with
the provider until they move or their
child grows up.
Captain LeeAnn Roberts, 10th
Security Forces Squadron deputy commander at the U.S. Air Force Academy,
has been on both sides of the child-care
experience. Captain Roberts said fortunately, Sonya Mitchell, a family child
care provider here since 2002, was the
answer to her prayers.
In an e-mail Captain Roberts sent
to Janet Martineau, Ms. Mitchell’s
supervisor, she wrote, “To truly understand what a magnificent person, mom
and provider she is, I have to explain
my situation. I work on the Air Force
Academy as the deputy commander for
security forces. I work a minimum of
14-hour days. My husband works on
Peterson and is a civilian, so he can

“

My husband found
Sonya in November last
year. I have never seen my
little girl so happy with a
child-ccare provider. I find
now that I can concentrate
on my mission and take care
of my troops because I’m
not stressed out about my
daughter’s situation.

”

– Capt. LeeAnn Roberts,
10th Security Forces Squadron
regulate his hours pretty normally.
“We moved here in August 2004,
and my daughter started day care. My
daughter was miserable. It would take
me an hour to unlatch her from my leg
and then another hour for me to stop
crying once I got to work due to the
guilt of knowingly having her in a
place that she did not want to be.
“My job calls on me at all hours,
along with requiring me to report in at
any time. I love my job, but I was
beginning to have a lot of problems
because of my daughter’s unhappiness.
My husband found Sonya in
November of last year. I have never
seen my little girl so happy with a
child care provider. I find now that I
can concentrate on my mission and
take care of my troops because I’m

Photo by Janet Martineau

Sonya Mitchell, home child care provider, interacts with children at her home.
Ms. Mitchell was selected as the 2005 Family Child Care Provider of the Year
by the 21st Services Squadron Family Child care panel board.

not stressed out about my daughter’s
situation.”
Captain Roberts said Ms.
Mitchell does not provide just a daycare service, she provides love, compassion, safety, education and a second
home.
In May 2005, Ms. Mitchell was
selected as Family Child Care Provider

of the Year by the Family Child Care
panel board of the 21st Services
Squadron Family Support Flight. She
was recently recognized as 2005 Air
Force Child Care Provider of the Year
for Air Force Space Command.
For information about family
child care here, call the family child
care office at 556-4322.

Cadet 1st Class Jennifer Evans smiles after a successful landing into Falcon
Stadium at the U.S. Air Force Academy. This is Cadet Evans’ third year jumping.

Cadet 1st Class Tom Sacchieri prepares for a soft landing on the 20-yard
line during the “Wings of Blue” practice jump Sept. 7. Cadet Sacchieri
was one of the members selected to jump into the Falcons home opener.

Photos by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Technical Sgt. Lee Blackwell, NCO in charge of basic jump training, marks the sweet spot for place
kicker, Cadet 1st Class Scott Eberle. The Falcon football team beat San Diego State 41-29, Saturday.
Bonz Alteri, parachute rigger, begins a four-hour parachute inspection. Mr. Bonz is a former Army Golden
Knight and now works in the loft at the USAFA.

“Wings of Blue” catch air
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Cadet 3rd Class Kaitlin Tar Dieu, member of the “Wings of
Green” jump team, flanks the nose of her chute and checks
for control capability. There will be 200 applicants from the
“Wings of Green” who hope to make the “Wings of Blue” team.

Most college students are still sleeping
at 5 a.m. Some might be getting up early to
cram for an upcoming exam. At the same
time, some students at the U.S. Air Force
Academy are preparing for an adrenaline
rush only a few people can ever dream about.
They are the men and women of the
USAFA “Wings of Blue” parachute demonstration team.
Technical Sgt. Jason Tepool, NCO-incharge of the team, has been an instructor at
the Academy for 15 months, but has been
jumping for 17 years. He has more than
12,000 jumps to his credit.
He said before the cadets get to step out
of an airplane, they must first step into the
aerospace physiology altitude chamber at
Peterson Air Force Base.
“We have to make sure the cadets can
perform at the altitudes we jump at,”

“

Before the cadets get to step
out of an airplane, they must first
step into the aerospace physiology altitude chamber at Peterson
Air Force Base.

”

Sergeant Tepool said. “We have a couple of
instructors who go down to Peterson to help
out with cadet training and sometimes with
the Army troops from Fort Carson who certify here. We don’t want anyone getting hurt.”
Sergeant Tepool said once they get past
the chamber, it’s off to jump school and
opportunities to perform in front of millions
of people.
“We did our first jump Sept. 3 into
Qwest Field up in Seattle for the academy’s
first game,” Sergeant Tepool said. “This year
we’ll be jumping into the Insight, Fiesta and
Rose Bowl games.”
The jump master said being in the spot

light is great, but he likes to work things on a
smaller scale.
“I really like when we get to jump into
high school football games,” Sergeant Tepool
said. “What a great recruiting tool. The
cadets get a chance to talk with students and
tell them what academy life is like.”
It was that same kind of event and
wanting to follow in her father’s footsteps
that motivated Cadet 1st Class Jennifer
Evans to join the Air Force and pursue her
goal of being a member of the team.
“My father was a pilot and used to
jump,” Cadet Evans said. “I heard about the
Wings of Blue when I was in high school and
decided that is what I wanted to do.”
Sergeant Tepool said making the team
isn’t easy, out of an average of 200 applicants, only 25 make the cut. He said the
freshman and sophomores make up the team
of hopefuls they affectionately call, the
‘Wings of Green.’
“There are 25 juniors and 25 seniors
who make up the Wings of Blue,” Sergeant

Tepool said. “They are the ones responsible
for training the lower classman. It builds
teamwork and our most important focus,
character development and Airmanship.”
With so many cadets wanting to learn
how to jump, one of the most important functions is maintaining the parachutes.
Steve Archuletta, parachute loft superintendent, said the loft has nine riggers and
they keep 500 chutes online at once.
“It’s a lot of work,” Mr. Archuletta said.
“We have a lot of experience here between
our civilian and military people. One of our
most experienced guys, Bonz Alteri, is a former Golden Knight.”
With every stitch checked and automatic activation devices calibrated, the Wings of
Blue will board the plane with confidence.
Sergeant Tepool said they look forward
to new challenges and adventures.
So, perhaps one day, another little boy
or girl may look to the sky and say, “That’s
what I want to do.”

Cadet 2nd Class Logan Brewer hits the brakes to maintain his balance after landing. Cadet Logan came the closest to hitting the mark during the practice jump.

Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum

Flying High

A B-52 aircraft sits in front of Hangar 1 at the Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum on the former Lowry AFB site.

Story and photos by Nel Lampe

W
Mountaineer staff

ings Over the Rockies
Air and Space Museum
is a museum for people
who like aircraft,
including vintage and modern day
aircraft. It’s also a place for
military history aficionados.
The museum occupies a huge
1930s-era brick hangar that was original to Lowry Field in Aurora, Colo.
Lowry Air Force Base closed in
1994 after 57 years of service as an
Army field and an Air Force base.
Eleven years later, it’s almost
impossible to tell the area was once a
military facility. Shopping centers,
offices, houses, paved streets, condominiums, parks and landscaping occupy
land formerly used for hangars, offices,
heating plants, runways and parade
grounds. In fact, the hangar looks out
of place in its new neighborhood.
At the entrance to the museum sits
a B-52 Stratofortress. Inside the hangar

are more than 30 aircraft: vintage
planes; jet planes; a B-1 bomber; a
model of a Wright Brothers Flyer.
And sometimes, an X-Wing Fighter
is in the hangar. The X-Wing is temporarily out of the museum on a
promotional tour with Lucas Films,
but is expected to return to the
Wings Over the Rockies Museum
in January or February.
Three months after Lowry was
deactivated, the museum opened on
what would have been the 100th
birthday of Lt. Francis Lowry, for
whom the facility was named. Lowry
was a World War I hero, museum
staffers said.
Most of the aircraft at the
museum are inside the hangar,
allowing for comfortable viewing
during inclement weather.
Perhaps the most unusual and
newest aircraft is the B-1A Lancer,
prototype for the B-1B bomber, one
of the Air Force’s newest aircraft.
Other Air Force aircraft displayed
include the F-102A Delta Dagger, F-

A rare B-1A aircraft is in the
Wings Over the Rockies Air
and Space Museum in Aurora.
It’s the prototype for the B-1B
bomber and only one of a few
available to the public.

Museum visitors browse in the gift shop at
the Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space
Museum. There’s a large selection of aviation
gifts, videos and books.

104C Starfighter, F-101B Voodoo, F105D Thunderchief and an F-100-D
Super Sabre. An F-86 Sabre and a T33 T-Bird are displayed, as well as an
F-14 Tomcat, an FB-111A Aardvark,
an F-4E Phantom II and an EB-57E
Canberra. There’s a Piper J-3 Cub and
an FP-404 Biplane.
An Alexander “Eaglerock” is also
on display. It was manufactured by
the Alexander Aircraft Company,
which had a plant in northern
Colorado Springs.
There’s one helicopter in the
hangar, an H-21 workhorse.
Several rooms on the perimeter
of the hangar are treasure troves of
information and artifacts.
The history of Lowry Field and
Lowry Air Force Base is traced through
pictures and memorabilia. The field
See Museum, Page 20

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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HAPPENINGS

A Douglas B-18A Bolo aircraft, used during World War II, is on display.

Museum, from Page 19
served as a training facility for bomber crews
during World War II.
Following World War II, the base served as
a training center for aircraft technical maintenance and later for intelligence, photo interpretation and space subjects.
Parts of the movie “The Glenn Miller Story”
were filmed at Lowry, and 1,500 Airmen were
used as extras.
When the U. S. Air Force Academy was
established, Lowry served as the interim academy while the permanent facility was being constructed at its present site north of Colorado
Springs. Air Force Academy cadets attended
classes at Lowry for three years. The new facility
was finished in time for the senior class to complete its final year in the new facility. By 1966,
Lowry no longer had aircraft and the runways
were closed.

Just the Facts
Travel time: just over an hour
For ages: All
Type: aircraft museum
Fun factor: ++++1/2
(Out of 5 stars)
• Wallet damage $ (entry)

•
•
•
•

$=
$$ =
$$$ =
$$$$ =
(Based on a

Less than $20
$21 to $40
$41 to $60
$61 to $80
family of four)

Colorado aviation history is on display in Hangar 1.

When retired Gen.
Dwight Eisenhower was
president of the United
States, he made his
“summer White House”
in Denver, where his
wife’s family lived.
Dining-room furniture, used by the
Eisenhowers in their
home, was donated to
the Lowry Officers
Club in the mid-50s by
the Eisenhowers. It is
now displayed in the
Eisenhower Room of
the aircraft museum.
Dining room furniture that belonged to President Dwight D. Eisenhower is in
Science of Flight,
the Eisenhower Room at the Wings museum.
Timeline of Technology,
a model collection, a display of World War II
ed at 7711 East Academy Parkway in Aurora.
Citizen Heroes and Colorado Aviation History
Take Interstate 25 north to Denver, then take
are also displays in the museum.
the Colorado Avenue Exit North. Go to Alameda
A special exhibit is presently in the museum. and take a right, and a left on Fairmont, go
“The Cold Warrior,” is a display about Francis
around the roundabout to East Academy
Gary Powers, a civilian U-2 pilot who was shot
Boulevard, where the museum is located. It’s a
down May 1, 1960, over Russia. Powers’ personvery large, yellow brick building with a B-52
al articles and artifacts will be displayed in the
parked in front.
museum until Nov. 1.
Admission to Wings Over the Rockies Air
The museum observes “open cockpit” once
and Space Museum is $6 for adults and $4 for
a month, usually on the second Saturday of the
children ages 6 to 12. Children under 6 are
month. Visitors get the chance to sit in the
admitted free with a paying adult.
cockpits of designated aircraft on those days,
The museum is open from 10 a.m. to
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. Sundays, the
Children’s birthday parties can be arranged.
museum is open from noon until 5 p.m. The
For information, call the Events Director at
museum is closed on major holidays.
(303) 360-5360.
A gift shop inside the hangar features everyThe Wings
Over the Rockies thing aviation, such as model planes, videos
and books about aircraft, leather pilot jackets,
Air and Space
Museum is locat- posters, cups, hats, pins, puzzles and postcards.

An air and space exhibit is in the Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum.
Historic insignias of the Army Air Forces are on the walls.

The X-Wing Fighter from Star Wars movies is in the Wings museum
when not traveling for Lucas Films.

www.peterson.af.mil

HAPPENINGS
mation call 634-5583 or go online at www.csfineartscenter.org.

Arnold Hall Theater
Melodrama
“Farther North to Laughter” at 6 p.m.,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays in the
Iron Springs Melodrama Dinner Theater, 444 Ruxton
Ave., Manitou Springs. Dinner and show cost $24;
for information call 685-5104.
“The Star Crossing,” by Cripple Creek Players
is at 8 p.m. Wednesdays through Sundays in the
Butte Opera House in Cripple Creek. Tickets start at
$7. There are 2 p.m. matinees the same days, except
Fridays. For information call 689-2513.

Fine Arts Center
The Repertory Theater at the Fine Arts Center
has announced its new season of musicals. “Anything
Goes,” is Sept. 30 through Oct. 23; “She Loves Me,”
is Nov. 18 through Dec. 11; “La Cage Aux Folles,” is
Feb. 10 through March 5; and “The Pirates of
Penzance,” is May 12 through June 4. For ticket infor-

The Academy Concerts’ new season opens with
the “Will Rogers Follies,” Friday, followed by
“Mame,” Oct. 28; “Babes in Toyland,” Dec. 10;
“Broadway’s Spirit of Christmas,” Dec. 18; “Star
Spangled Celebration,” March 5; and “Mannheim
Steamroller,” April 27. Season tickets are available.
For information, call 333-4497.

Broadway season
The Pikes Peak Center Broadway season begins
with “Chicago,” Oct. 4 and 5; “Oklahoma,” March 29
and 30; and “The Producers,” May 5, 6 and 7. An
additional show, “Stomp,” is set for June 13 through
18. For information, call 520-7462.
Season tickets are now being sold. The theater
is located at 190 S. Cascade Ave., in downtown
Colorado Springs.

Scottish, Irish festival
Longs Peak Scottish, Irish Highland Festival
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begins at 9 a.m. in Estes Park, Friday through
Sunday. Activities begin at 9 a.m. each day, and
include bands, dancing, jousting and dog exhibitions.
Admission is charged, go online to www.scotfest.com.

Chile Fest in Pueblo
The 11th annual Chile and Frijoles Festival
starts at 10 a.m., Sept. 24 and 25 in downtown
Pueblo, at 1st Street and B Avenue. The fest celebrates the chile pepper harvest in the Pueblo area.
There will be art, food stands, entertainment, a
farmer’s market and an 1840s Mercado. Entrance to
the festival is free.

Pueblo aircraft museum
open cockpit day
The Pueblo Weisbrod Museum and B-24
Museum has “open cockpit day” from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sept. 24 at Memorial Airport in Pueblo. Pay the
admission fee, see the museum and sit in the cockpit
of the featured aircraft, a Navy jet fighter.
Admission is $6 for anyone ages 10 or older.
For information call (719) 948-9219.
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Answers from Page 12

Photo by Airman 1st Class Matthew Hui

Dogs for donations
Master Sgt. Duane Hawkins, Space and Missile Center NCO in charge of software engineering and development, performs grill-master duties to raise funds for the Katrina relief
effort. The Team Colorado Booster Club held the event Sept. 1. The group raised $2,500 to
support displaced persons and aid relief efforts.

AROUND PETE

www.peterson.af.mil

tno eworthy
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Friday, September 16

Sunday, September 18

Sunday, September 18

POW/MIA
Ceremony

Air Force 58th
Birthday

Denver Broncos
Military Appreciation
Day

Thursday, September 22

Monday, October 10

Thursday, October 13

First day
of Fall

Columbus
Day

Navy
Birthday

10 a.m. at the Peterson
Chapel

To submit information
for the base calendar, e-mail

space.observer@peterson.af.mil

September is
National Immunization
month
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