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21st Space Wing, Norway form partnership
By 1st Lt. Tracy Giles
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

More than 50 Airmen attended the Globus II
realignment ceremony at the 21st Space Wing headquarters Monday.
Radar operations and maintenance support for
Globus II transitioned from Air Force Space
Command headquarters to the 21st SW Saturday.
“We’re here today to celebrate the new partnership between Norway and the 21st Space Wing,” said
Brig. Gen. Richard Webber, 21st SW commander.
The excitement was shared by the speaker following Gen. Webber at the ceremony.
“This is another milestone in the Globus system
history,” said Mr. Trond Anetsen, Norwegian liaison to
the Air Force for the HAVE STARE program. “We feel
good about this transfer and we are very proud to be a
part of the 21st Space Wing.”
Mr. Anetsen added that Airmen are always welcome to visit the site where Norwegians can share the
system and its capabilities with them.
Globus II is a joint program between AFSPC, Air
Force Materiel Command and the Norwegian govern-

See Globus II, Page 11
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Located in Vardo, Norway, Globus II is a dedicated sensor in the Space Surveillance Network. Radar
operations and maintenance support for Globus II transitioned from Air Force Space Command
Headquarters to the 21st Space Wing Saturday.

Olympic medalist promotes fitness, healthly lifestyle
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

A silver medalist from the 2000
Olympics was the guest speaker for the
National Women’s Health and Fitness
Day luncheon held Sept. 28 at the
enlisted club.
Mari Holden, an Olympian from
the Sydney games, world champion and
local resident, was contacted by the 21st
Services Squadron marketing office to
share her experiences and answer questions about healthy living.
Margie Arnold, 21st SVS marketing specialist, said timing was everything for selecting who would be the
guest speaker.
“At the time Mari was selected,
Lance Armstrong had just won the Tour
de France,” Mrs. Arnold said. “Cycling
loomed large in the minds of
Americans, even in the minds of those
who weren’t cyclists. I telephoned the
U.S. Cycling Federation, located in
Colorado Springs and they gave me
names of a couple of female cyclists
who would be good candidates to speak
at our event.”
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Mari Holden, 2000 Summer Olympic Games cyclist and silver medal winner,
shares her experiences with the people who attended the National Women’s
Health and Fitness Day luncheon Sept. 28 at the enlisted club.

Miss Holden said she was happy to
speak at the event and liked the fact it
was not a huge crowd.
“I asked Margie how many people
were going to be there and she told me
about 30,” Miss Holden said. “I like
addressing smaller crowds because I can
get more personable and answer more
questions.”

The silver medalist took center
stage and began to share her story.
“I was 12 years old when I got my
first racing bike,” Miss Holden said.
“My high school in Ojai, Calif., had a
cycling team and that’s where things
really got started.”
Miss Holden said after she graduated high school, she was able to com-
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pete world-wide and took the good
with the bad.
“In 1994, I was in a terrible crash
while competing in France,” Miss
Holden said. “I just remember waking
up in an ambulance. I spent the rest of
the year in rehab and worked really
hard to get ready to compete in ’95.
“In ’95, I came back and won the
Nationals and was ready to compete
for a spot on the ’96 Olympic team,”
the cyclist said.
“During the tryouts, I had a crash
and mechanical problem after mechanical problem,” Miss Holden said. “I
was passed over for the team that year
but I wasn’t ready to give up on my
dream. I knew I could make it.”
Miss Holden said she worked
hard over the next three years and it
paid off when she was selected to represent the United States on the 2000
Olympic team headed to Sydney.
“The first race was a road race,”
Miss Holden said. “I had two flats, a
crash, it was raining and I was miserable. I had fallen way behind the pack,
but I wasn’t about to give up. The
decision was made by my coach to

See Olympian, Page 3
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FROM THE TOP
O’Malley award presented
Major Gen. William Shelton, 14th Air Force commander, presents Brig. Gen. Richard Webber, 21st
Space Wing commander, and his wife, Michele
Golley, with the 2005 General and Mrs. Jerome F.
O’Malley Award. This award recognizes the wing
commander and spouse team whose contributions to the nation, the Air Force and the local
community best exemplify the highest ideals and
positive leadership of a military couple serving in
a key Air Force position.
The award is named after the former Tactical Air
Command commander and his wife, Diane, who
died in and aircraft accident April 20, 1985.

“

It is humbling f or us t o
be select ed f or t his
aw ar d. The O’Malle y’ s did so
man y t hings f or t he Air
For ce f amil y. It is an honor
t o have our names associat ed
wit h t hem.

”

– Brigadier Gen. Richard Webber
Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

What’s in your wallet?
Master Sgt. Karen Rowe, 21st Space Wing Director of Staff
superintendent, meets with Col. Steve Tanous, 21st SW vice
commander, to talk about the different charities a person can
donate to through the Combined Federal Campaign. Colonel
Tanous was a guest speaker for the CFC kick off event Sept.
27 at the United States Air Force Academy.

Combined Federal
Campaign 2005 mission
According to the Combined Federal Campaign 2005
brochure, the mission of the CFC is to “support and to promote charity through a voluntary program.” They are the
only authorized solicitor in the Federal workplace on behalf
of charitable organizations. The CFC is a conduit for other
organizations. They collect from federal employees and
donate to well-known charities. For a list of charities, see the
CFC brochure or visit www.opm.gov/cfc. The Peterson CFC
has key workers in each workplace. The Peterson CFC goal
is $247,800. They will be accepting donations until Nov. 8.
Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

A Moment in Time

Oct. 4, 1957
The Soviet Union launches
Sputnik, the world's first artificial space satellite.
Oct. 7, 1966
The U.S. Air Force selects the
University of Colorado to conduct independent investigations
into unidentified flying object
reports.
Oct. 8, 1993
Operation Provide Promise, the
airlift of humanitarian relief
supplies to Bosnia, surpasses
in duration (but not in tonnage
or missions) the Berlin Airlift,
becoming the longest sustained relief operation in U.S.
Air Force history.
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By Capt. Michael Johnson
386th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

SOUTHWEST ASIA — A crew
of six Airmen at a forward deployed
location climbed aboard a C-130
Hercules together recently for the first
time in their careers. But something
distinguished this mission from others they had flown — it was the first
time an all-female C-130 crew flew a
combat mission.
Captain Carol Mitchell, aircraft
commander; 1st Lt. Siobhan Couturier,

pilot; Capt. Anita Mack, navigator;
Staff Sgt. Josie Harshe, flight engineer; and loadmasters Tech. Sgt. Sigrid
Carrero-Perez and Senior Airman Ci
Ci Alonzo are all permanently
assigned to the 43rd Airlift Wing at
Pope Air Force Base, N.C., and currently are deployed to the 737th
Expeditionary Airlift Squadron flying
cargo and troops in and out of Iraq,
Afghanistan and the Horn of Africa.
While some would call their mission “historic,” they feel this mission
should be recognized like every other
flight — a successful combat mission.

“I enjoyed flying with this crew,
but I don’t think we should go out of
our way to have all-female crews,”
Captain Mitchell said. “It took a long
time for women to become accepted as
aircrew members, and now that we are,
we would be taking a step back by singling ourselves out rather than blending in with the rest of the Air Force.”
Airman Alonzo agrees with
Captain Mitchell. “It was a great
experience not many females can say
they’ve had,” she said. “However, I
don’t believe the Air Force should
seek out all-female crews – instead,
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we should focus on experience.”
“(The Air Force) should have
the best crews they can put together.
Nothing other than qualification and
ability should be considered,” Captain
Mack said.
Not only did this all female crew
fly together for the first time, 6,800
miles from home-station, but they
flew the mission on a Vietnam-era airplane — a significance the crew did
not miss.
“Our (aircraft) was a 1962

See Crew, Page 11
Photo by Master Sgt. Alfred Gerloff Jr.

From left to right: Staff Sgt. Josie Harshe, flight engineer; Capt. Anita Mack, navigator; 1st Lt. Siobhan Couturier, pilot; Capt. Carol Mitchell, aircraft commander; and loadmasters Tech. Sgt. Sigrid Carrero-Perez and Senior Airman Ci Ci Alonzo, pause in the cargo bay of their C-130 following their historic flight.

Olympian, from Page 1
pull me out of the race and save me for the time-trials event. It was a difficult decision for him to make
and I had to live with that over the next two days
before I raced again.
“The time trials came two days later and I started thinking of everything I was going to do. I knew
the course and could visualize every corner. I was
thinking of all my techniques and how I was going to
use them, Miss Holden said.
“Right before I got on my bike, my coach came
up to me and said, ‘This is your one chance.’ Then I
got on my bike and pedaled my heart out,” the speedster said.
“When I finished my time trial I was sitting in

Combat dinner
The 21st Space Wing will host its
first combat dinner from 5:30 to 9:30
p.m. Oct. 21 at Hangar 210 here on
Peterson.
Formal military dinners are a tradition in all branches of the United States
Armed forces. In the Air Force and
Navy, it’s the Dining-in; in the Army, the
Regimental Dinner; in the Marine Corps
and Coast Guard, Mess Night.
Specifically, the Air Force dining-in cus-

first place. One by one racers came and my time held
up for a silver medal. Everything I had trained for
came together and coming out with a medal was the
best thing that happened to me,” the medal winner
said.
Miss Holden said with a medal in hand, she was
ready to take a break, but her coach had a different
idea.
“He told me the World Championships were in
two weeks,” Miss Holden said. “I didn’t want to do it,
but I told him I would. I counted down the days until
the race because I just wanted a break.
“When I was in the race, I had started the final
climb and was 15 seconds in the lead, but by the time
I got to the top, another girl was almost even with me.
We started the decent and I used all of my techniques

tom began in the 1930s with General H.
“Hap” Arnold’s “wing-dings.”
The Dining-in has served the Air
Force as an occasion for military members to meet socially and enhance esprit
de corps. This dining-in, however, is a
combat dinner, the newest in the tradition of Dining-ins. The atmosphere is
far less formal and combat dress
requirements (desert or battle dress
camouflage uniforms and flight suits)
and variances of the uniform, are considerably more lax.

and won the World Championship by less than three
seconds,” the new champ said.
The world champion said she is proud of her
accomplishment in the Olympics and spoke about the
use of illegal performance enhancers.
“There are a lot of people in sports who use performance enhancers,” the champ said. “If second place
clean is the best I can do, then I’ll take it.
“I work out regularly, riding my bike or running.
I also eat healthy and eat limited amounts of French
fries and potato chips. When I eat pasta I use Olive oil
instead of Alfredo sauce, Miss Holden said.
The silver medalist and world champion left the
audience with words of wisdom.
“Keep fighting, good things will come out of it,”
Miss Holden said.

Rules of the mess will be provided in future articles. Punishments of
the mess are still incurred and the infamous grog bowl still sits center stage
to infractions. There will be an obstacle course in which all units are
required to foster a team. The fivemember team must consist of one airman, NCO, senior NCO, company
grade officer and civilian. One of the
members must be female.There will
also be prizes for “best dressed.”
The menu will consist of charcoal

grilled T-bone steak or chicken, with
baked potato and corn.
The event is open to military and
civilians from Team Pete and includes
tenant units at Fort Carson and
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station.
Tickets will be on sale soon and
the cost will be $10 for E-1 to E-5 and
$15 for all officers, civilians and enlisted E-6 to E-9. For information, contact
Master Sergeant Paul Grau at 556-8147.
(Information courtesy of the
Combat dinner committee)

Earned an award? Been promoted? Completed training or
earned a degree? Fill out a Hometown News Release!
The Hometown News Release program is a chance to tell your Air Force story in your
hometown! Just go online to www.peterson.af.mil/21SW, click the “Fill out an online Hometown News
Release” link, and you’re on your way! You can also fill out a DD Form 2266 and send it to 21st Space Wing Public
Affairs, via fax at 556-7848, e-mail at 21sw.pa.ms@peterson.af.mil, or in person to Building 845, Room 219.
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Storm drain testing

Peterson haunted house

Veteran’s Day Parade

The 21st Civil Engineer Squadron will be conducting tests on the storm drain system here Oct. 17.
People should not be alarmed if they see green dye
around the storm drains or flowing down the streets.

The base Halloween haunted house will be open
from 6 to 9 p.m. Oct. 28 and 29 at the fire station.
There will be a course for children and a course for
adults who want to enjoy the activities.

The parade begins at 9:30 a.m. Nov. 5 in downtown Colorado Springs. Registration for the parade
began Aug.1 and runs through Oct 14. For information, call Diana Ceciliani at 282-3862.

Legal office closure

Suicide prevention
There will be mandatory suicide prevention
briefings at 7 a.m., noon and 4 p.m., Oct. 21 at the
base auditorium.

Free tailgate party

The legal office will be closed for an official
function after 10:30 a.m. Oct. 14. For emergencies,
contact the command post at 556-4660/4555.

Single parent field trip

Wingman Day

Single parents and their children are invited to
meet at the Happy Apple Farm 6:45 p.m. Oct. 22. If
you are planning to attend, or need information, please
contact Staff Sgt. Tiwanna Puryear by e-mail at tiwanna.puryear@peterson.af.mil.

Wingman day will begin at 8 a.m., Oct. 17 at the
fitness center. Units should schedule wingman activities and stand down business as much as possible.

The 21st and 50th Space Wings are sponsoring a
free tailgate party for the next U.S. Air Force Academy
football game Oct. 15 versus the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas. Game time has yet to be determined.
The location of the tailgate party is in the northwest corner of parking area #4. Free food, including
hotdogs, hamburgers and sodas will be provided.

Top three council meets
The Pikes Peak Top 3 Social meets at 3 p.m.
today at the enlisted club. Membership is open to all
master sergeant selects through chief master sergeants
who are assigned here. Retirees who are sponsored by
an active-duty top three member are also welcome to
join as associate members. Pikes Peak Top 3 actively
supports enlisted causes and professional development
through a variety of activities. For information, call
Senior Master Sgt. Leyda Pendergrass at 556-9022.

Jury duty telephone scam
People should beware of scammers calling and
saying they have failed to report for jury duty. The
scammers will try to gather personal information.
People who have caller identification should keep the
number and immediately report it to security forces.

Black Heritage Committee meeting
The Black Heritage Committee will meet from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Oct. 20, at the enlisted club.
For information contact Master Sgt. Lillian Sumpter at
556-1229 or Master Sgt. Kenneth Sessoms at 556-0432.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Single parents in good company
Lanesa Howard, Family Advocacy treatment manager, spends time with Staff Sgt. Tiwanna Puryear,
Detachment 7 chief of information management, at a Single Parent Network Meeting Sept. 28 at the
Enlisted Club. The SPN meets the third Wednedsay of each month to share experiences.

www.peterson.af.mil

Personnel
Corner
MPF offers extended hours
The military personnel flight customer service
office has extended their hours from 7:30 a.m. to 4
p.m., Monday through Friday. Team Pete members will
be able to get common access cards, retiree and
dependent ID cards, update and enroll dependents in
Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System,
make Servicemembers Group Life Insurance and
Family Servicemembers Group Life Insurance
updates, pick up forms needed for the Adoption
Expense Reimbursement Program, Dependency
Determination and Joint Spouse Assignment Intent.
The new hours will be effective starting Oct. 1. For
information contact the NCO in charge of customer
service, Staff Sgt. Yvonne Williams at 556-4680.

FSC offers credit report class
The next class takes place from 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Oct. 19, at the family support center. People can
learn how to obtain and read your credit report. There
will also be a discussion on how to correct discrepancies in reports and how to minimize the chances of
identity theft. For information, contact the family support center at 556-6141

New PT uniform not mandatory
The Air Force has not established a mandatory
“wear date” for the new physical training uniform. Air
Force Space Command units should not mandate the
wear or purchase of this uniform by their members.
Recommended improvements and modifications to the
PT uniform which will be considered and may result in
modification of some aspects of the uniform. When a
mandatory “wear date” is established units will be

NEWS
notified. In the interim members should not be forced
to purchase the existing PT uniform, even if they have
received the increased clothing allowance.

Sponsorship training class available for
military, civilian employees
This mandatory class takes place from 7:30 to
8:30 a.m. Oct. 18 at the family support center. This
class highlights all sponsor responsibilities and is held
every other week.

Deployment, remote tour
briefings available
This mandatory briefing will take place from 11
a.m. to noon Oct. 18, at the family support center. The
briefing is for those who are deploying or going on a
remote tour. This briefing educates members on the
three phases involved with separation and the programs available for the families left behind. Spouses
are encouraged to attend.

Servicemembers’ life insurance
experiences changes
Servicemembers Group Life Insurance beneficiary information ensures government benefits are paid
out in accordance with each servicemember’s specific
wishes. Due to recent casualty events, Congress has
agreed to increase the SGLI to $400,000. All servicemembers will have their SGLI automatically increased
to $400,000. This includes members who have elected
to decline the insurance, as well as members who have
elected to change the amount of coverage to an amount
less than full coverage. Servicemembers who would
like to decline the new amount or change it to a lesser
amount of coverage may do so by visiting the military
personnel flight customer service office from 7:30 to 9
a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays in Building 350, Room
1064 for dedicated SGLI service. Members may stop
by the customer service section any time between 9
a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. For information, call Staff Sgt. Yvonne Williams at 556-4680.
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Team Pete congratulates the following
majors who have been selected for
lieutenant colonel:
Edward Ackerman, 1st Space Control
Squadron; Andrew Richardson, Air Force Element
Joint Test Force; Patrick Kelly, AFELM North
American Aerospace Defense Command; Robert
Fournier, AFELM NORAD; Noel Bradford, AFELM
NORAD; Timothy Sipowicz, AFELM U.S. Northern
Command; Bryan Ossolinski, AFELM USNORTHCOM; James Johnston, AFELM USNORTHCOM;
Jeffrey Raetz, AFELM USNORTHCOM; Erin
Skowran, AFELM USNORTHCOM; Nancy Staats,
Air Force Operational Test and Evaluation Center;
Rommel Villalobos, AFOTEC; Kevin Nyberg, Air
Force Space Command; Charles Spillar, AFSPC;
Andrew Healy, AFPSC; Geoffrey Pihlaja, AFSPC;
Paul Johnson, AFSPC; Vincent Cassara, AFSPC;
Peter Guerra, AFSPC; Gary Hawthorne, AFSPC;
David Bunz; AFSPC; Harold Rollins, AFSPC;
Homer Smith, U.S. Strategic Command; Jeffrey
Hokett, AFSPC; Marc Peterson, AFSPC; Robert
Vercher, AFSPC; Kathleen Craver, 367th Recruiting
Squadron; Stephen Gibson, 12th Space Warning
Squadron; Robert Widmann, 21st Contracting
Squadron; Steven Lacasse, 821st Support Squadron;
Joseph Gambrell, 20th Space Control Squadron;
Holly Weik, 10th Space Warning Squadron.
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Gate runner
A cement truck went through the
West Gate at 8 a.m. on Sept. 22 without
proper authority. The driver was
instructed to stop in the search area of
the West Gate, but proceeded onto the
base. The driver was told to return to the
west gate by security forces. He was
then briefed on proper gate entry procedures. People are reminded to follow all
instructions by security forces personnel when entering the base.

Damage to private property
Security forces responded to a call
about a damaged gray Lexus in the
Building 982, the Contracting office
parking lot. The complainant noticed his
vehicle had a one-foot scratch on the
rear bumper.
The vehicle was scratched
between midnight and 11 a.m. Sept. 23.
If you know anything about this incident, please call security forces at 5564805. People are reminded to post notes
if they are responsible for causing damage to another’s vehicle.

Unauthorized entry
onto Peterson
Security forces noticed an individ-

NEWS

ual was attempting to get access to
Peterson by crawling under the gate. The
suspect stated he was trying to crawl
under the gate because he could not get
through the entry control points because
he thought they were closed at that time.
The suspect was apprehended and taken
into custody for further questioning.

Gate jumper
Security forces challenged an individual for attempting to get unauthorized access to Peterson. The suspect
said he climbed over the gate.
Security forces conducted a search
of the area where he climbed over and
found nothing. Colorado Springs police
arrived on the scene and conducted a
search of the suspect. He was then taken
into custody for trespassing.

Larceny of government
and private property
Approximately $500 in private
property and $100 in government property were taken from a servicemember
while he was on leave.
The complainant said he returned
from leave to find the property missing
from his dormitory. His property was
secure in the dorm room. Security
forces is investigating the report.

Photo by Joe Fischer

Teamwork tested, tactics approved
Staff Sgt. Jesse Tames, 21st Security Forces Squadron dog handler, works
with a member of the Colorado Springs Police Department to stop a terrorist
during a joint training exercise. The exercises are an effort to improve threat
response and improve relationships with the law enforcement community.
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Life in the desert is always interesting
By Senior Master Sgt. Ty Foster
Headquarters Combined Forces Command – Afghanistan Public Affairs

Editor’s note: This is part of a series of articles
from Senior Master Sgt. Ty Foster on his experiences
while deployed to Camp Eggers in Afghanistan.
I think I wore off a layer of enamel last week
just chewing on dust. I’m told the dust here has the
highest concentration of fecal matter when compared
to anywhere in the world – “yum.” Fortunately we
have walls and some greenery to filter some of it
down to a palatable level.
There are a lot of Conex boxeps around here.
They’re those big shipping containers you see rolling
down the highways and stacked on top of huge ships
going in to port. You’d be surprised what a person
can do with those. As I’ve said before, Camp Eggers
is a small place, maybe two acres. There are fixed
buildings – actual homes – the government has rented to use for various functions – dining facilities,
weight & cardio rooms, recreation rooms, offices,
living quarters and more. Units that don’t have a
fixed facility must make do with temporary.
Here, that means a modified Conex. They
stack these things up, build stair cases, install doors,
walls, electrical, plumbing and everything else to
make them habitable. From the outside, they still
look like most shipping containers, save for the
doors. Inside, they’re not bad.
Our alarm red giant voice went off the other
day while we were eating lunch in the dining facility.
“This is not a drill ... report to your assigned bunker.”
I ran the hundred or so yards with a corndog in my
mouth, grabbed my gear out of the office and got in
my bunker. Reportedly, there had been six to eight
explosions adjacent to our compound.

“

Our alarm red giant voice
went off the other day while we
were eating lunch in the dining
facility. “This is not a drill ... report
to your assigned bunker.”

”

Twenty minutes later, all was clear. As it turns
out, the Afghan government had fired off a cannon
volley in celebration of their independence day.
All’s well.
I was fortunate enough to be invited to dine at
the Embassy again. Again, we had a group of international journalists and foreign military public
affairs folks. I ate with Georgio and Mickail, both
from the Italian Army. Once again, the food was
awesome and so was the company. Mickail lives in
Sicily with his wife. They own a home 100 meters
from the ocean. He loves it there. I dined next to
Georgio. We talked and laughed a lot.
Georgio is married with three children – all
boys – one 8 years old, and 2-year-old twins. His
family lives in Naples which is where he is from.
He’s stationed at Milan, which is about 500 miles
north of his family.
It’s cold there in the winter and his wife doesn’t
like the cold so she told him to enjoy Milan, she’ll be
in Naples waiting with the children. His twins are in
the terrible twos now – literally. He described their
behavior, how one is venturing out of bed at night
wandering the house then screams because he can’t
get back in bed. Smiling, I told him he sounds like a
little monster. Georgio laughed and said, “I call them
my gremlins.” We are not so unalike, Georgio and I.

He noticed my shaved head and told me all Italian
generals shave their heads. It seems that it is part of
their right of passage. So, as I interpret it, I’m
halfway to being an Italian general.
What’s a week without a visit to the bazaar?
I’ve found the best time of day to haggle with these
hardcore salesmen is at the end of the shopping day.
To be their “last sale” is an honor and they cut some
great deals. I spent $40 that I didn’t want to spend
just because the deals were so good.
Three of us took a trip in Kabul. It was kind of
like Gilligan’s Island, only on the ground here. Our
directions were not good. The streets are not well
marked, ok, not marked at all.
So, two and a half hours later, we still hadn’t
found the furniture store we were looking for. But we
had seen: goats eating trash along the street; a couple of
dead cows hanging at butcher’s shops; lots of fresh produce and new apartment buildings being constructed.
It was a stimulating ride to say the least and
makes me think of how fortunate I am to be an
American.
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Peterson celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month
By Capt. David Chipman
21st Space Wing Legal Office

President George W. Bush
declared Sept. 15 through Oct. 15
National Hispanic Heritage Month
2005. The theme selected for this year’s
celebration is: “Hispanic Americans:
Strong and colorful threads in the
American fabric.”
“During National Hispanic
Heritage Month, we celebrate the
achievements of Hispanic Americans
and the significant role they play in
making our nation strong, prosperous
and free,” President Bush stated in this
year’s proclamation.
“Our nation’s Hispanic community has contributed to the advance of
freedom abroad and to the defense of
freedom at home,” President Bush continued. “In every generation, Hispanic
Americans have served valiantly in
the United States military. Today there
are more than 200,000 Hispanic

Americans serving in the Armed
Forces, and our nation is grateful for
their courage and sacrifice.
“All Americans are thankful for
their daily work in helping to keep our
nation safe,” the president continued.
Participating in Hispanic Heritage
Month activities is the perfect way
to celebrate the contributions of
Hispanic Americans, said Capt. Steve
Loertscher, 21st Space Wing chief of
military justice and event coordinator.
“We have a lot of great activities
for the whole family throughout the
month,” Captain Loertscher said. “The
goal is maximum participation for all
of Team Pete, and this year there’s
something for everyone.”
The events include a story time
festival for children from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. today at the library, which will
include a piñata. There will be a free
Salsa Dance Night at 6 p.m. Friday at
the Enlisted Club.
Hispanic Heritage Month con-

cludes with a luncheon at 11
Serving our Country
a.m. Wednesday at the Enlisted
1.1 million – The number of Latino veterans
Club. The lunch will feature
of the U.S. armed forces. About 53,000
Bob Armendariz, editor of the
Hispanic-origin were on active-duty in 2003
Hispania News, as the speaker.
in the United States.
The Baile Folklórico de La
Raza dancers will also perform
at the luncheon. The Luncheon
will feature a buffet including
lechon asado al horno, a chickSource: U.S. Census Bureau
en dish called pollo guisado,
habichuelas, tortillas, chips
Independence Day celebrations.
and salsa, and tossed salad.
In 1988, a Public Law was passed
The official celebration of
Hispanic contributions to the United that expanded Hispanic Heritage Week
States began 37 years ago, when the to Hispanic Heritage Month, designatU.S. Senate and House of Representa- ing the period of Sept. 15th through
tives issued a Joint Resolution author- Oct. 15th.
For
tickets
call
Captain
izing the President to issue annually a
proclamation designating the week of Loertscher, at 556-9258; Polly Case at
Sept. 15th as “National Hispanic 556-6403; Aiman 1st Class Rashelle
Heritage Week.”
Gomez, at 556-5263 or Tech. Sgt.
The time period Congress selected Sarah Sparks at 556-9158. Tickets are
correlates with Mexican Independence $12 for club members, $14 for nonDay and other Latin American members. All are welcome.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Air Force Aces
Answers on Page 20

ACROSS
1. Blackberry, Palm Pilot, etc.
4. USAF Maj. ___ T. Robbins (22—W
WII)
7. Bachelor’s spot
10. Servant
11. Dined

12. Sigh of regret
14. Young girl’s toys
15. Swimsuit part
16. Rolls-_____; luxury car
18. USAF ace Capt. John J. ____
19. ___-tai; tropical drink
20. Building construction material

21. Rapping “doctor”
22. Slop
24. Cell material, in short
25. Aliens
27. Player
29. Places
30. Greek letter
32. Pivotal WWII battle in the
Pacific
34. Ghanaian currencies
36. T-bone or strip
37. Watch out!
38. Federal spy org.
39. Ordnances
40. Third rock from the sun?
43. Mil. pay entitlement
46. Chunk
47. Asian
48. Korean cash
50. ____-garde; innovative
53. Drink need
54. Poi base
55. Fight
56. Pen filler
57. USAF ace Col. Royal N. ____
(16.5—WWII/Korea)
58. Drift
59. Foot part
60. Pilots with 5+ kills
61. VCR setting
62. SECDEF’s office symbol
63. 2,000 lbs

DOWN
1. Cargo item
2. Pickle type
3. Commercials
4. USAF ace Maj. James ____
(15.5—WWII/Korea)
5. Heart part

6. Vote in agreement
7. USAF ace Capt. Ralph S. ____Jr.
(10—Korea)
8. Lotion ingredient
9. First light
10. USAF ace Capt. Lonnie R. ____
(10—Korea)
13. Meager
14. VCR replacement
17. Periods
19. USAF ace Maj. Thomas B. ____
Jr. (38—WWII)
23. Reps. opponent
26. Simmers
28. USAF ace Capt. R. Stephen ___
(5—Vietnam)
29. USAF ace 1st Lt. Jacques M.
____ (10—WWI)
31. Oklahoma town
33. Opus ___; Roman Catholic org.
34. Harpsichord
35. Chair
37. More bold
39. First man
41. Zoo animals
42. Nailed to a wall
44. Rouse out of bed
45. Infections
49. Neither’s partner
51. The Subject Was Roses actress
Patricia
52. Provisional worker, as in an
office
54. Tex-Mex dinner menu item
56. Simpson trial judge
57. Baseball tool
(Courtesy of Alaskan
Command Public Affairs)

www.peterson.af.mil

FEATURE

Crew, from Page 3

Globus II, from Page 1

model. (It) came off the line when women weren’t
accepted as C-130 aircrew, let alone in combat,” Sergeant
Harshe said.
After the excitement of this historic event wore off,
they focused on what really mattered.
“(What matters is) knowing we’re making a difference and seeing it with every mission we fly,” Airman
Alonzo said. “(It’s also) moving troops into the theater
where they’re needed, seeing the excitement and relief on
the faces of the guys and gals we take out of theater who
have been there for six months to a year and are on their
way home to their loved ones.”
During the mission, the crew transported 151
Marines and their equipment.
Another thing they all agreed upon was that the
mission was a true experience.
“It was a fun thing to be able to say you did, if only
once. Not that it is better, this was just different and probably won’t happen for us again anytime soon just because
of the sheer numbers,” Sergeant Harshe said.
Captain Mitchell said one additional benefit of this
all female flight was gaining a different perspective.
“One way to avoid (complacency) is to mix the
crews up a little, fly with some different people to get a
different perspective,” she said. “And what better way to
mix the crews up than by putting all the girls on the same
crew?”
While the all-female crew did accomplish a unique
milestone together, they point out that the significance of
their mission success is that every crewmember achieved
personal goals to get there.
“I encourage any girl or woman to do what she
wants. Too often I hear people say they can’t do something (but it is) because they don’t realize they have the
opportunity,” Captain Mack said. “I would tell any person flying is an attainable goal for anyone who wants to
work for it. As they say, you are only limited in what you
can do by what you can dream.”

ment to relocate the HS radar that came on line
at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif. in 1996 to
Vardo, Norway.
The HS radar system is owned by the United
States, but is operated and controlled by Norway.
Globus II is a dedicated sensor in the Space
Surveillance Network, meaning the system’s mission
is to detect, track, catalog and identify more than
9,500 deep-space and near-earth man-made objects
orbiting earth daily.
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“The system can detect small debris in the 1 to
10 centimeter range, depending on altitude, out to a
range of 45,000 kilometers,” said Maj. Jason Gross,
21st Operations Systems Support squadron assistant
operations officer. “Globus II will now use this
excellent surveillance capability to aid the 21st Space
Wing in its space control mission.”
The SSN consists of U.S. Army, Navy and Air
Force-operated, ground-based radars and optical sensors at roughly 20 sites worldwide.
The 21st SW operates or has a presence at 13 of
these sites, including the Globus II site.

Photo by Dennis Plummer

The Peterson Air Force Base High Frontier Honor Guard unfolds the flag of Norway in front of 21st
Space Wing headquarters. The Norwegian flag now flies in Memorial Flag Plaza here to represent the
new partnership between the 21st SW and Norway.
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Just like
new
Wash Crew Alpha gives the business to the museum’s F-15A
“Eagle”. This NCO Academy team
washed 6 airplanes and also gave
the museum’s F-4C “Phantom” a
new shine with a wax job.
There are many volunteer opportunities available for individuals and
organizations at the Peterson Air
and Space Museum. For information, contact the museum staff at
556-4915/8314.
Photo by Jeff Nash

2005 A ir F orce A c ad emy F alcon F ootball
Game Schedule
Sept. 3
Air Force vs. Washington: Won 20-17
Sept. 10 San Diego St vs. Air Force: Won 41-29
Sept. 17 Wyoming vs. Air Force: Loss 29-28
Sept. 22 Air Force vs. Utah: Loss 38 -35
Sept. 29 Air Force vs. Colorado State Loss 41-23
Oct. 8
Air Force vs. Navy (1:30 p.m.)
Oct. 15 UNLV vs. Air Force (Game Time: TBA)
Oct. 22 Texas Christian vs. Air Force (1 p.m.)
Oct. 29 Air Force vs. BYU (Game Time: TBA)
Nov. 5
Army vs. Air Force (1:30 p.m.)
Nov. 19 Air Force vs. New Mexico (Game Time: TBA)

Complimentary tickets to U.S. Air Force Academy Intercollegiate events
The USAFA athletic department will be providing the opportunity for complimentary tickets to Peterson enlisted personnel for intercollegiate athletic events. There will be 500 football tickets per game and 100 tickets for men's basketball, hockey, women's basketball and
volleyball available to enlisted personnel at military installations in the Colorado Springs
area. Tickets will be available at the Athletic Ticket Office located in the Falcon Athletic
Center the week of the games.
Tickets for all contests will be available for pick up 7 days prior to the contest and must
be picked up no later than 48 hours prior to the game date. After that point, complimentary
tickets will not be available. Tickets are available on a first-come first-serve basis with a twoticket limit per person. The Ticket Office is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. A
valid military ID is required at pick up. People must be 18 years of age to receive the tickets.
There will be no complimentary tickets available to the Nov. 5 Army/Air Force football game. All tickets for enlisted personnel for that game will be given to Army personnel
and their families at Fort Carson as a gesture of thanks for their service in Iraq. For information, contact Chris Peludat at 333-3951.

History
In light of the Great Chicago Fire in 1871 that
killed 300 people and destroyed 17,000 structures, President Calvin Coolidge proclaimed
Oct. 4 through 10 as National Fire Prevention
Week. This proclamation directed all fire
departments to focus on public fire prevention education in the communities they serve.
Every year the National Fire Protection
Association issues a theme based on nationwide fire statistics from the previous year.
Housing fires from candles is the leading fire
starter making this year's theme, "Use candles with care: When you go out, blow out!"

Firefighters from the 21st Civil Engineer Squadron pull the “attack
line” and prepare to put out the fire.

A rescue crew from the 21st CES/CEF rushes to pull victims from the burning building. The Peterson Fire Department ran an exercise Sept. 28 at the Aerospace Physiology Lab. Fire
Inspectors simulated a fire to train their firefighters and the building attendants on what to do in case a fire breaks out.

A call
for help
In an alliance with the Colorado
Springs Fire Department, our
two fire protection organizations have been asked by 45
elementary schools for demonstrations and fire prevention
education with our fire safety
trailers. To fulfill this tall order,
they need help from adults who
are willing to come to the
schools and assist with providing fire prevention education.
In public education, one of the
best feelings is the knowledge
that their efforts helped prevent injury or loss of life.
To volunteer, call the Peterson
AFB fire prevention office at
556-6574/4242 or 556-7774.

Captain Joe Pugliese, 21st Medical Group aerospace physiologist, and Senior Airman
James Ray, 21st Medical Group aerospace physiology technician, practice pulling a victim to safety during the recent readiness exercise.

Staff Sgt. Marcos Alonso, crew chief of 21st CES/CEF, carries an
emergency medical services bag to help injured persons.

Base Exchange
Fire Prevention
Week kick-off
The Peterson Air Force Base
Fire and Emergency Services
will host the 2005 Fire
Prevention Week kick off
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the base exchange.
The kick-off will feature the
Fire Safety house, a bouncy
castle and both antique and
new fire engines. Also, Abbot
fire and safety equipment
will provide fire extinguisher
demonstrations and live fire
training for everybody. The
Peterson Fire and Emergency
Services will demonstrate an
automobile extrication with
the Jaws of Life, and other
life-saving heavy tools.

Staff Sgt. Abe Coneth, 21st Medical Group aerospace physiologist craftsman notices
smoke and immediately calls 911. The exercise helped sharpen firefighter response times.

Photos by 2nd Lieutenant Ben Meier

Dave Pritchard, Lead Fire Fighter of the 21st CES/CEF, coordinates with team members while Sergeant
Alonso prepares a central area to help injured persons.

An unusual zoo ...

Butterflies, i nsects up close

Story and photos by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

nsects, as well as butterflies, are
in the Butterfly Pavilion and
Insect Center in the Denver area
suburb of Westminster. The
pavilion is a 30,000 square-foot
facility with a tropical forest and a
nature trail.
The first exhibit visitors
enter is an area called a
“Crawl-a-see-em,” which
houses the insects, also
known as invertebrates, which have no
spine. Visitors can get
close with insects native to
Colorado. Other exhibits include exotic
species from throughout the world.
About 90 percent of all animal
species are invertebrates. The Insect
Center seeks to teach visitors about
insects in a fun, educational learning
environment Insects are displayed
in a natural habitat. The exhibit
includes hissing cockroaches,
centipedes and millipedes.
A volunteer or employee shows
Rosie the tarantula to visitors in the
Critter Cabana who can hold or touch
the tarantula if they choose. A giant
mealworm and a stick insect are also
in the Critter Cabana.
The Water’s Edge is where marine
invertebrates are in tide-pool habitats. Visitors can touch sea stars and
hermit crabs.
A chrysalis viewing area lets
visitors watch the process
of metamorphosis as adult
butterflies emerge.
Visitors can also enter the
7,000 square-foot rain forest,
where several hundred butterflies

Children get close to the just-emerged butterflies being released in the
tropical forest at the Butterfly Pavilion and Insect Center.

flit about. The rain forest is a
constant 80 degrees, 70 percent
humidity — and feels much like a
warm summer day in Hawaii.
The butterfly cycle begins with
eggs, which become caterpillars. Four
to eight weeks later the caterpillars
transform into a chrysalis or pupa.
Butterfly farms around the
world ship the pupa to the
Butterfly Pavilion where the
pupa eventually emerge
as butterflies.
These butterflies represent
about 50 tropical
species. Visitors may purchase a “butterfly guide sheet” at the entrance
desk to help them learn the names of
the species in the tropical garden.
Colorful butterflies fly about the
pavilion, landing anywhere —
on trees, leaves, rocks
or on someone’s
shoulder or head.
Butterflies are very
light on their feet and
sometimes visitors are
walking around the exhibit

A young visitor holds Rosie the tarantula during a visit to the Butterfly
Pavilion and Insect Center in Westminster.

not even aware they have a butterfly
passenger.
Pavilion employees and volunteers
ask visitors not to touch or catch the
butterflies, as the human touch leaves
harmful oils on the butterflies’ wings.
The tropical atmosphere encourages
the butterflies to fly, eat and thrive in
the tropical atmosphere. Tropical and
sub-tropical plants provide blooms and
nectar year-round.
Often seen butterflies are the blue common morpho and the
tawny owl butterfly from South
America. Other butterflies in the pavilion are the paper kite butterfly from
Asia and the monarch butterfly. The
dead leaf butterfly has a perfect camouflage — it looks like a brown leaf when
it closes its wings. Blue-spotted pansy
and grey pansy butterflies are among
the dozens of species from countries
around the world.
A pond, fish and turtles are also
in the forest.
New butterflies are released in
the pavilion forest every day at 12:30
See Pavilion, Page 18

Some invertebrates in the Water’s Edge exhibit
can be touched by visitors.

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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Pavilion, from Page 17
and 3:30 p.m. when an employee brings a
wire basket filled with colorful butterflies
and releases the butterflies in the forest
while telling the gathered visitors about each
specie and answering questions.
The Butterfly Pavilion was established in
1995, and at the time was the only stand-alone
insect zoo in the nation. There now are several
other butterfly pavilions in the United States,
but the facility in Westminster is one of
the largest and is a nonprofit facility. Its
mission is to build an appreciation of
butterflies and other invertebrates and to
educate the public about the need for
conservation of threatened habitats.
The Butterfly Pavilion and Insect
Center is not connected with a zoo or
museum as are other butterfly houses around
the nation. The pavilion is funded by private
and corporate donations, the city of
Westminster, banks, admissions membership fees
and gift shop sales.
Originally, the
facility contained
16,000 square feet.
More visitors came
to the pavilion than it was
designed to hold, and many school field trips had
to be turned down for lack of room.
The facility was expanded recently.
Classrooms were added as well as a new
display space, called “Shrunk!” In the Shrunk
exhibit, the visitors are made to feel as though
they have shrunk, as giant “insects” are
displayed in life-like habitats, including
grasshoppers and ants.
When ready to leave the tropical, humid,
screened and glass covered butterfly pavilion,
visitors exit into the gift shop. They are asked
to make sure no butterflies
are escaping the pavilion
with them.
The gift shop has a
plethora of butterfly-themed
gifts, backpacks, jewelry, T-shirts,
scarves and gifts. There are but-

Just the Facts
Travel time: just over an hour
For ages: any
Type: butterfly, insect zoo
Fun factor: ++++
(Out of 5 stars)
• Wallet damage: $$
•
•
•
•

$ = Less than $20
$$ = $21 to $40
$$$ = $41 to $60
$$$$ = $61 to $80
(Based on a family of four)
terfly stickers, pencils, stencils and note
cards. Butterfly nets and books about insects
and butterflies are available.
Information about the kind of plants to
use to plant a garden to attract butterflies is
available in the gift shop.
Nearby is the Butterfly
Deli, which has a small selection of snacks, pastries and soft
drinks. A few tables and chairs
are in the deli, and a few
more are on the patio.
The Butterfly
Pavilion and
Insect Center has
five acres of butterfly gardens and nature
trails.
The Butterfly Pavilion and Insect Center is
open year-round, except for Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays.
The hours are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in winter, and an hour later in summer. The entrance
fee is $7.95 for adults and $4.95 for children.
To reach the Butterfly Pavilion and Insect
Center, take Interstate 25 north to Denver.
Continue on I-25 past downtown, crossing
I-70, take a left on U.S. Highway 36, also
known as the Boulder Turnpike. Take
U.S. 36 west to the Church Ranch
Boulevard, Exit/104th Avenue in the
Denver suburb of Westminster. The
Butterfly Pavilion and Insect Center is a
left turn, at 6252 West 104th Ave.

Several insects are displayed in natural-type habitat containers in the “Crawl-a-see-em” exhibit.

A giant “praying mantis” and giant “plants” make visitors feel as though they’ve been “Shrunk!”

A beehive enclosed in glass allows people to watch
the colony of bees hard at work.

Giant African millipedes can be seen in the “Crawl-a-see-em” exhibit at the Butterfly Pavilion
and Insect Center in the Denver suburb of Westminster.

www.peterson.af.mil

Pumpkin Festival
The Venetucci Pumpkin Festival is from 5 to 8
p.m., Saturday in downtown Fountain, Colo. The festival is free and open to the public. The festival will
have a costume contest for children 12 and under and
a haunted house in the city hall building. Admission
to the haunted house is $2. There will also be a pumpkin carving contest, so people should bring their best
designs to be judged. Food and drinks will be available. For information, call Bobbi Betts at 930-3871.

Job Fair at Fort Carson
The Fort Carson Army Career and Alumni
Program will host a job fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nov. 4 at the Elkhorn Community Club. The job fair
is free to all job seekers. Transitioning military members, family members, DOD civilians and contractors
are all encouraged to attend. Air Force and family
members are encouraged to attend this event.

Academy football
The Air Force Academy’s next home game in
Division I competition is Oct. 15, when the Falcons
host the University of Nevada, Las Vegas; followed
by Texas Christian University Oct. 22; and West
Point Nov. 5. For tickets, call 472-1895.
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Andy Warhol exhibit

information, call 526-3905.

The Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center has a
new exhibit, “Andy Warhol’s Dream America” features 100 screenprints from the Jordan Schnitzer
Family Foundation’s collection. Warhol was a painter,
sculptor, graphic designer, filmmaker, author and
publisher. The exhibit is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Thursdays; from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
Fridays and Saturdays and from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sundays. The center is at 30 West Dale St. Admission
to the exhibit is $10 for adults or free for members.

Upcoming events

Fine Arts Center
The Repertory Theater at the fine arts center has
announced its new season of musicals. “Anything
Goes,” runs through Oct. 23; “She Loves Me,” is Nov.
18 through Dec. 11; “La Cage Aux Folles,” is Feb. 10
through March 5; and “The Pirates of Penzance,” is
May 12 through June 4. For ticket information, call
634-5583 or visit www.csfineartscenter.org.

Pumpkin patch harvest
Turkey Creek Ranch is gearing up for harvest
and holiday activities. Hay-wagon rides to the pumpkin patch takes place Oct. 15, 22 and 29. Cost is $8
per rider, or a family of four for $25. The trip to the
pumpkin patch includes a free pumpkin. Turkey
Creek Ranch is located five miles south of Fort
Carson off of Highway 115. For reservations and
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The Colorado Springs World Arena features ZZ
Top at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Pikes Peak Center has concerts with Symphonic
Night at the Movies, at 8 p.m. Oct. 15 and “Eroica”
at 8 p.m. Oct. 22 and at 2:30 p.m. Oct. 23. For tickets, call 520-SHOW or visit www.ticketswest.com.

Answers from Page 10
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AROUND PETE

Salute to families dinner recognizes sacrifices

Photos by Staff Sgt. Hans Koeller

The families of servicemembers deployed overseas stand for recognition
from Team Pete. More than 180 family members attended this years event
hosted by Chaplain Knauer of the base chapel. “I’m really happy so many
attended this dinner,” Chaplain Knauer said. “I think we really helped these
families know that we still care about them.”

From left to right: Colonel Mark Failing, 21st Space Wing Chaplain, Patricia
Mehner, Faith Hannah, Brig. Gen. Richard Webber, 21st SW commander and
Chief Master Sgt. James Moody, 21st SW command chief, welcomes attendees
to the Salute to the Families dinner Monday at the Peterson Chapel. Chaplain
Failing said the three things people want to hear the most are: “First, I love
you. Second, I need you and I am thankful for the protection our country provides and the support you give to those who protect us. Third, Let’s eat!”

