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Reserve unit activated, deployed again
By Airman 1st Class Mandy Weightman

were activated for deployment, support for future
deployments and mission requirements here.
“Some of our people will actually rotate in and
Approximately 180 members of the 302nd out of theater for as long as we are activated,” said Tim
Airlift Wing were activated Oct. 1 and 3 in support of Taylor, 302nd AW Public Affairs.
In these deployments, the 302nd AW worked
U.S. Central Command operations in the Middle
with
the
913th AW from Willow Grove Air Reserve
East. The wing will take on its third deployment since
Station,
Pa.,
and the 914th AW from Niagara Falls
August on Sunday.
The 302nd AW has activated more than 300 ARS, N.Y. They have flown 600 sorties and 1,297
members to date in support of both Operations hours during September from Al-Udeid Air
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. The Airmen Base, Qatar. They are also deployed to support
functions such as cargo
movement and personnel requirements.
“Altogether, maintenance crews have been
servicing 11 aircraft a
day,” said Chief Master
S g t . M i ke S a n c h e z ,
302nd Maintenance Operations Flight superintendent. “In addition, our
maintenance crews have
performed associated
maintenance repairs that
go along with normal
maintenance activity.”
The number of
Airmen deploying Sunday
has not yet been conPhoto by Tim Taylor
Master Sgt. Daniel Bumby, 731st Airlift Squadron, flight engineer, and wife, firmed, but Mr. Taylor
Lynn, participate in an interview with Chris Donovan of KOAA Channels 5/30 said the Airmen at the
News Oct. 9, just prior to the 302nd Airlift Wing’s deployment in support of 302nd will continue to
U.S. Central Command operations in the Middle East. This is the wing’s third support their call to duty
as long as necessary.
deployment since the initial activation Aug. 22.
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Tim Taylor

Master Sgt. Martin Pier, 731st Airlift Squadron,
flight engineer, and his daughter, Jacelyn, check
out her bag of cereal Oct. 9, just prior to the 302nd
Airlift Wing’s deployment in support of U.S.
Central Command operations in the Middle East.

USNORTHCOM recalls past, keeps focus on future
By Tech. Sgt. Devin Fisher
USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

Look on the past with pride, but
never forget there is still work to
be completed.
This was the message U.S.
Northern Command Deputy Commander
Lt. Gen. Joseph Inge had for the men and
women of his command Sept. 30 during
its third anniversary celebration.
“I’d be remiss if I didn’t thank every
one of you for the work you’ve done over
the last years, but certainly over the
last month (in support of hurricanes
Katrina and Rita),” General Inge said.
“Be proud of what you’ve done, be grateful for what you’ve done, but remember,
there’s (still) work to be done.”
U.S. Northern Command was created in the wake of the Sept. 11 terrorist
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“

Be proud of what
you’ve done, be grateful
for what you’ve done, but
remember, there’s (still)
work to be done.

”

– Lieutenant Gen. Joseph Inge, U.S.
Northern Command Deputy Commander

attacks to serve as the Department of
Defense’s lead for homeland defense
and defense support to civil authorities.
“We’re an operating place,”
General Inge said, “and we will continue in that vein. We will continue to serve
our country and its citizens.”
Since its inception on Oct. 1, 2002,
USNORTHCOM’s mission is to deter,
prevent and defeat threats and aggression aimed at the United States and its

interests within its assigned area of
responsibility: generally from the North
American continent and maritime
approaches out to approximately 500nautical miles from the coastline.
Additionally, USNORTHCOM provides
assistance to a primary federal agency
responding to an emergency situation
that exceeds the capabilities of local,
state and federal agencies to help mitigate disasters and their after-effects.
In just three years, USNORTHCOM has been called on to play a vital
role in defending the homeland through
operations such as Noble Eagle and
provide defense support to civil authorities in situations such as hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.
In addition to these requests, the
command refines its skills and builds
interagency relationships through its rig-
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orous training and exercise program,
which includes at least two major exercises a year based on simultaneous terrorist
attack and natural disaster scenarios.
“The nation needs us,” General
Inge said. “We live in times of trouble
where our adversaries have not gone
away and we remain one of our nation’s
lines of defense.”
Supporting civilian agencies, most
recently the Federal Emergency
Management Agency in Hurricane
Katrina and Rita relief efforts, in no way
detracts from the command’s number
one job, assures USNORTHCOM
Commander Adm. Timothy J. Keating.
“Northern Command’s primary
mission is homeland defense, and our
vigilance in that regard is unwavering,”
said Admiral Keating. “We are watching
our ports, our skies (and) our borders.”

1st Team Pete Combat
Dinner Tickets Available
Page 15
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Space warrior emphasizes importance of mission
By Lt. Col. Fred Gaudlip
4th Space Control Squadron commander

Are you a warrior?
Two weeks ago, I attended a ball
celebrating the anniversary of the
founding of the Air Force. The guest
speaker made remarks about the great
peril Airmen faced while struggling to
establish air superiority in World War
II, the great number of lives lost and
the fact that in any conflict since, U.S.
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines have
been able to conduct operations under
skies dominated by the Air Force. The
space community today is at a similar
point as Airmen were prior to WWII,
and, as space warriors, we need to
reflect on our responsibility to be prepared to ensure space superiority in
all future conflicts.
Recently, an influential report,
“Beyond Goldwater-Nichols: U.S.
Government and Defense Reform for
a New Strategic Era,” included the
following statement:
“The new domains of space and
cyberspace differ qualitatively from
the traditional domains of land, sea,
and air. At present, the “operators” in
these new domains do not need to risk
their lives in the performance of their
duty. As a result, they might not
require the esprit de corps and warrior ethos of traditional military institutions. Indeed, in the future these
positions may be civilian rather than
military.”
I read this paragraph several
times and became increasingly
alarmed each time. How could
“defense experts” draw such a conclusion? Eventually, after reading and rereading the entire space section of this
report, I became convinced that these
“defense experts” had erred on two
very critical assessments.
First, this statement belies a misunderstanding about the fundamental
nature of modern warfare and a tendency to cling to a definition of warrior that becomes less and less rele-

vant in today’s world. It seems the
authors are stuck in a trench mentality.
According to their line of reasoning,
we must provide our enemies an
opportunity to kill us before we can be
considered warriors. I don’t buy it and
neither should you. A warrior is not
made solely by giving the enemy an
opportunity to kill them. A warrior is
made by understanding what duty is
required to ensure victory for their
nation and possessing the resolve to
perform that duty or die trying –
glorious or not. Have these “defense
experts” missed 9/11, Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation
Iraqi Freedom completely?
Terrorists can bring death anywhere on the planet. Granted, the
troops who face mortal danger
each day in Iraq deserve our
utmost respect for risking their
lives to secure our nation, but is
it useful to belittle space operators because our enemies have
not yet developed weapons which
can target us daily?
The trend in weapons
development seems to favor
engaging the enemy from
greater and greater distances.
The country that can reach
out and kill their opponent
before their opponent can
put them at risk has a huge
advantage. Did these
“defense experts”
also miss the fact
that the

largest single loss of life in the first
Gulf War occurred in Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, when a barracks was
destroyed, well behind the lines, by a
scud missile? No matter how much
some would like to cling to the sentimental notion that the only true warrior is one who closes with the enemy
in close combat, this idealization is
becoming less and less true. No
weapon is dangerous by itself; it must
be operated by a warrior and animated
by the warrior’s desire to win at all
costs. Space systems are no different.
Second, the authors seem to trivialize the enormity of the task
associated with guaranteeing space superiority in
time of conflict. While
they admit space
weaponization by other
nations may happen, they
wholly recommend that
we wait until someone
else weaponizes before
taking any serious steps to
plan for this eventuality.
This thinking is very
dangerous and
it is the
same
fallacious

File photo

The Titan IV-B is the most
recent and largest unmanned
space booster used by the Air
Force. It provides assured
capability for launch of space
shuttle-class payloads.

approach that left the United States
unprepared for air warfare at the
advent of WWII. The complex nature
of space weapon systems will make
overcoming any deficit more difficult
for future space warriors than it was
for airmen during WW II. The authors
of this report have clearly not listened
to the secretary of defense, the commander of Air Force Space Command
or the host of other voices within the
defense community who have stressed
the need for a space cadre capable of
leading America’s national defense
space efforts. If we wait for a space
Pearl Harbor to occur prior to taking
professional steps to prevent it or to
develop response plans, the cost associated with taking these actions after
the fact would be horrendous. The
delay in response would not only be
expensive monetarily but would also
have a real price in terms of the blood
of conventional warriors who are
accustomed to being enabled by space.
Yes, we are America’s space warriors and our primary near-term objectives must be preparation to fight and
permanently quelling misunderstandings about our profession. We must
plan for a day when we cannot operate
with impunity, a day in which we must
fight to ensure our conventional forces
have photos of enemy emplacements,
positioning data and launch detection,
and the necessary communications to
weave it all together. The men and
women of space command, are not
“operators.” We do not just operate
machines, we are professional Airmen
who study the profession of arms and
prepare for the next war, not the last.
The blood of our warrior airmen who
had to fight for air superiority over the
skies of England and Germany would
be partially in vain if our nation did
not learn that we must prepare before
an attack, not after one occurs. We
must stand proudly and accept these
challenges. But most importantly we
must succeed – under threat of bodily
harm or not.

A Moment in Time

Oct. 12, 1977
The first class of five U.S. Air
Force women navigators graduates, with three of the five
assigned to Military Airlift
Command aircrews.
Oct. 13, 1972
Capt. Jeffrey S. Feinstein
achieves ace status by shooting
down his fifth MiG-21.
Oct. 14, 1947
Capt. Charles E. Yeager at
Muroc Air Base, Calif. makes the
first faster-than-sound flight, in
a rocket-powered research
plane, Bell XS-1 rocket ship.
Captain Yeager wins the Mackay
Trophy for the most meritorious
flight of the year.
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Youth Center member wins Presidential Freedom Scholarship
By Tina Madsen
Peterson AFB Youth Center

A Team Pete family member and participant
in the R.P. Lee and F.E.Warren Air Force Base,
Cheyenne, Wyo., Youth
Centers has been
awarded a $1,000
Presidential Freedom
Scholarship.
Joanna Harter,
17, daughter of Lt.
Col. Mark Harter, Air
Force Operational Test
and Evaluation Center
division chief, space control, and

wife Kimberly, won the scholarship for outstanding
community contributions at both youth centers.
In addition to being a straight-A student, Joanna
is an award-winning concert/jazz band pianist, and
volunteers at a local horse camp for handicapped
children, as well as at the Rocky Mountain Foal
Rescue. Additionally, she was selected as an official
Cheyenne Frontier Days ambassador on the CFD
Dandies precision western horse riding team where
she performed in over 30 parades and rodeos for over
100,000 people in 2004.
The Presidential Freedom Scholarship is a
national initiative that recognizes high school juniors
and seniors who have made outstanding contributions
to community service. Students are nominated to
receive the scholarship by their high school or local

Boys & Girls Club of America. The Corporation for
National and Community Service, which oversees the
program, provides $500 for the scholarship. A community organization provides the remaining $500.
“Community service is an integral part of what
it means to be an American citizen, and these young
adults are exercising their duty with great distinction,” said David Eisner, Chief Executive Officer of
the Corporation for National and Community
Service. “We’re proud to be able to offer these scholarships, which recognize outstanding service-related
achievements, build community partnerships, provide educational opportunity and spur other young
people to get involved in service and volunteering.”
Joanna plans to attend college in Colorado
Springs with a focus on environmental journalism.

Our eyes in space
James P. Cain (center), U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Denmark, and Lt.
Col. Scott Peel (right), 12th Space Warning Squadron commander, monitor a
ballistic missile launch simulation performed by 2nd Lt. John Olack, chief of
training, at Thule Air Base, Greenland Oct. 5. Ambassador Cain, confirmed
by Congress July 29, and a delegation of top diplomatic officials from
Copenhagen toured the Ballistic Missile Early Warning System and other key
facilities during his first official visit to Team Thule.
The mission of the 12th
Space Warning Squadron is
to provide critical, real-time
missile warning and space
surveillance to the president,
secretary of defense, joint
chiefs
of
staff,
North
American Aerospace Defense
Command, and unified commands by operating a
phased-array radar which
continuously provides warning of sea-launched and
intercontinental ballistic missile attacks against North
America; and detecting,
tracking, and identifying
earth orbiting objects in support of USCINCSPACE's
space control mission.

Photo by 1st Lt. Justin Herman

Thule Air Base, Greenland is home to the 821st AB Group, which exercises
air base support responsibilities within the Thule Defense Area for the multinational and multi-cultural population of Team Thule. The base hosts the 12th
Space Warning Squadron, a unit of the Ballistic Missile Early Warning
System, designed to detect and track intercontinental ballistic missiles
launched against North America. The unit is one of many sensors the 21st
Space Wing operates around the world to provide missile warning and space
surveillance information to North American Aerospace Defense command
centers located at Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station, Colo. Thule is also
home to Detachment 3 of the 22d Space Operations Squadron, part of the
50th Space Wing's global satellite control network, located at Schriever AFB.
Detachment 3 provides satellite command and control services for United
States and allied satellites in polar orbits. Their modern aerodrome boasts a
10,000 foot runway and 2,600 U.S. and international flights per year. In addition, Thule is home to the northernmost deep water port in the world.

TARGETING SEXUAL ASSAULT AIR FORCE CAMPAIGN
Training deadline for active-duty
members is Nov. 1
Make up sessions for taking the sexual assault awareness video and discussion training will be offered at the
Base Chapel, in Chapel Rooms 2 and 3 at the following dates
and times. Sessions will hold a maximum of 40 people so
attendance will be on a first-come first-served basis. For
information, call 556-SARC (7272)

Oct 24

Oct 25

Oct 26

Oct 28

7:30 a.m.

males

females

males

males

9:00 a.m.

males

males

males

females

10:30 a.m.

females

males

females

males

Noon

males

females

males

females

1:30 p.m.

females

males

males

males

3 p.m.

males

males

females

males
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Laboratory lays foundation for development spacecraft
By Michael Kleiman
Air Force Research Laboratory, Space Vehicles Directorate Public Affairs

Spacecraft’s future, dedicated to research and
development, arrived with the initiation of the
Demonstration and Sciences Experiments space
flight program, in 2004. DSX will conduct experiments in a medium earth orbit of 10,000 kilometers.
The planned launch is in 2008. This experiment will
advance the warfighter’s communication, surveillance and navigation capabilities.
“It’s designed to be highly ambitious, as well as
one of the largest research and development spacecraft
flown by Air Force Research Laboratory,” said Dr.
Greg Spanjers, DSX program manager. “The program
started in January 2004, and at this point, we are
pleased to be ahead of the baseline plan for both
schedule and budget.”
Originally conceived by researchers at the
AFRL, Space Vehicles Directorate, Kirtland Air Force
Base, N.M., over two years ago for physics-based
experimental objectives, DSX will consist of parts
provided by approximately 15 different entities from
the public and private sectors, industry, Department of
Defense, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and academia. In addition, the spacecraft will carry science experiment payloads from the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency,
Arlington, Va.; NASA Goddard Space Flight Center,
Greenbelt, Md.; and the AFRL’s Propulsion and Space
Vehicles Directorates. Although scheduled for launch
in three years, the project has milestones to achieve in
the upcoming months and years, including a preliminary design review of the spacecraft system this fall
and a critical design review of the satellite in early
2006. Typical spacecraft programs will initiate fabrication only after the critical design review process. On

Photo by Michael P. Kleiman

Doctor Greg Spanjers (right), Air Force Research Laboratory Space Vehicles Directorate demonstration
and science experiments program manager, discusses the research and development spacecraft project with Aaron Adler (left), contract aerospace engineer and Jason Guarnieri, Air Force Research
Laboratory Space Vehicles Directorate, aerospace engineer. The satellite is scheduled to launch in 2008.

the other hand, well thought-out use of standardized
mechanical and electrical interfaces has enabled DSX
to initiate fabrication on an accelerated schedule.
Flight hardware fabrication is currently being performed for the spacecraft structure, avionics and several of the space weather payloads.
By mid-2007, the “spacecraft bus” will arrive
at the Space Vehicles Directorate’s Aerospace
Engineering Facility at Kirtland, and a six-month payload assembly integration and test phase will begin.
Following these required procedures, the 400-kilogram spacecraft will be prepared for launch to an orbit

regime known as the Medium Earth Orbit slot region.
This particular area, between about 8,000 and
12,000 kilometers, represents an attractive orbit for
future communications and surveillance satellites
because it has a lower radiation dose rate and sufficient altitudes to allow for global coverage. In addition, it’s four times closer than geostationary satellites,
which increases communications speed by a factor of
eight. This orbit has remained largely unexplored, with
most commercial, military and science satellites opting for low earth orbit.

See Spacecraft, Page 8
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Wingman Day
Wingman day will begin at 8 a.m.
Monday at the fitness center. 21st
Space Wing units should schedule a
wingman activity and stand down business as much as possible.

Make a Difference Day
offers volunteer opportunity
The annual Southern Colorado
Make a Difference Day will take place
from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 22 in
downtown Colorado Springs at the City
Auditorium. Local military members,
civilians and families are encouraged to
volunteer. Volunteers will be planting
shrubs, perennials and small trees to
give a new park a welcoming landscape
and appearance. For information or to
volunteer, contact Nona Daugherty at
556-7832 or e-mail nona.daugherty
@peterson.af.mil.

Yard Sale Saturdays
The next yard sale is from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Oct. 22. All housing residents are encouraged to participate; but
please no commercial sales. “Yard Sale
Saturdays” are for base residents and
individuals with access to Peterson
AFB. Housing residents should not post
or display yard sale notices and do not
place personal ads in local newspapers.

Peterson Spouses’ Club
holds monthly meeting
The Peterson Spouses’ Club will
hold its October meeting at 11 a.m.
Tuesday at the Peterson Officers’ Club.
The topic will be “Military Spouse
Etiquette 101.” Cost of lunch is $10.
Donations will be collected at this

NEWS BRIEFS
function for Hurricane Katrina victims
from Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. Visit
the club’s website at www.petersonspousesclub.com for a complete listing
of items needed. For information, email Mandi Woodhead at mandiwoodhead@hotmail.com.

USAFA Small Business
Program sponsors expo
The U.S. Air Force Academy
Small Business Program is combining
small businesses and government personnel and providing training and assistance with market research. The event
will be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, at the Expo Center, located at
1515 Auto Mall Loop, in Colorado
Springs. For information, call Sherry
Pittinger at 333-4561.

Girl Scouts take registrations
The Girl Scouts will take registrations for girls of all ages from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday in front of the Peterson
Base Exchange. Parents can register
their children and sign-up for various
volunteer positions during this time. For
information, call Pam Gomez Gil at the
Girl Scout Wagon Wheel Council at
597-8603, extension 33, or Michelle
Baker at 573-7157.

Contracting squadron
announces closure
The 21st Contracting Squadron
will be closed Monday due to participation in the 21st Space Wing’s Wingman
Day. In case of emergency, contact Maj.
Robert Widmann at 330-5279.

Medical group closure
The 21st Medical Group at

Peterson and Schriever Air Force Bases
will be closed from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Oct. 27 due to participation in the
21st Space Wing Warrior Day.

Storm drain testing
The 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
will be conducting tests on the storm
drain system here from Oct. 17 through
Oct. 21. People should not be alarmed if
they see green dye around the storm
drains or flowing down the streets.

Legal office closure
The legal office will be closed for
an official function from 10:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Friday. For emergencies, contact the command post at 556-4660 or
556-4555.

Single parent field trip
Single parents and their children
are invited to meet at the Happy Apple
Farm at 6:45 p.m. Oct. 22. For information, contact Staff Sgt. Tiwanna Puryear
by email at tiwanna.puryear@peterson.af.mil.

Civil Engineers announce
routine road work
The 21st Civil Engineering
Squadron will fill potholes base-wide
from Oct. 3 through Nov. 3. Drivers on
base should expect some delays and
be cautious of workers on the roads.
For information, contact 21st CES
Customer Service at 556-4030.

Peterson haunted house
The Peterson Air Force Base
Halloween haunted house will be open
from 6 to 9 p.m. Oct. 28 and 29 at the
fire station. There will be a course for
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children and a course for adults who are
interested in a good scare.

Suicide prevention
There will be mandatory suicide
prevention briefings at 7 a.m., noon and
4 p.m., Oct. 21 at the base auditorium.

Jury duty telephone scam
People should beware of scammers calling and saying they have failed
to report for jury duty. The scammers
will try to gather personal information.
People who have caller identification
should keep the number and immediately report it to security forces.

Black Heritage Committee
meeting
The Black Heritage Committee
will meet from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Oct. 21 at the Peterson Enlisted Club.
For information contact Master Sgt.
Lillian Sumpter at 556-1229 or Master
Sgt. Kenneth Sessoms at 556-0432.

Colorado Springs gears up
for Veterans Day Parade
The parade begins at 9:30 a.m. Nov.
5 in downtown Colorado Springs.
Registration for the parade started Aug.1
and will run through Friday. For information, call Diana Ceciliani at 282-3862.

Free tailgate party
The 21st and 50th Space Wings are
sponsoring a free tailgate party for the
next U.S. Air Force Academy football
game Saturday versus University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. Game time is at 10 a.
m. Free food and sodas will be provided.
The location of the tailgate party is in the
northwest corner of parking area #4.
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Minor damage to
government property
Security forces responded to a call
from a servicemember who said he had
damaged government property when he
hit it with his vehicle. The damage to the
government property was a minor
scratch. Damage to the vehicle consisted
of a broken tail light and a dent on the
rear bumper. Security forces issued a
traffic ticket to the subject for improper
backing. The subject showed integrity by
calling security forces to report the damage. People are reminded to do the right
thing, even when no one is watching.

Patrol response
The fire department called security forces saying they received a call
concerning a smell of natural gas at
Building 1322, the Self-Help Store. The
fire inspector located the problem. He
determined that the gas leak was caused
by a plumbing issue at the facility.
The fire inspector called the 21st
Civil Engineering Squadron to make
needed repairs.

Minor vehicle accident
A driver hit a barrier in the outbound lane at the North Gate. The driver
said he underestimated the distance

NEWS
while attempting to turn around in front
of the North Gate. The driver caused no
damage to the barrier. The vehicle’s
damage consisted of a dent in the driver’s side door. People are reminded to
be attentive and to keep adequate distance and speed while driving.

Warrant for servicemember
Security forces received a call
from Colorado State Patrol saying a servicemember had an outstanding warrant
in Texas. Security forces then detained
the suspect until Colorado Springs
Police Department officers arrived at
the gate. The CSPD officers then said
they had no authority to extradite the
subject due to the warrant being issued
in Texas. The subject’s first sergeant was
notified and took control of the issue.

9-1-1 medical response
An American Medical Response
team responded to a call from the
Peterson Sport and Fitness Center
where an individual needed medical
assistance. AMR took the person to a
local hospital for further treatment.

Larceny of government
property
A new laptop computer was
reported missing from Building 664.
Security forces members noticed that
one of the shipped boxes had been
opened from the bottom and the laptop
was missing from the box. A Security
forces responder took pictures and the
incident is under investigation.

Peak Performer
Name: Staff Sergeant Sonja R. Berry
Organization: 21 Aeromedical Dental Squadron
Duty title: NCO in charge, deployment medicine
Time in service: Seven-and-one-half years
Hometown: Denver, Colo.
Off-duty interests, hobbies: Home interior design, working out, driving
and my 6 year old daugther.
Why did you join the Air
Force? I originally joined for
the educational, medical, and
travel benifits. I chose to stay
in the Air Force because I love
being a part of something bigger than myself and serving
with honarable people who
truely understand self sacrific
for a greater good.
What inspires you to do
what you do? Knowing that
my child is sleeping safe and
sound every night inspires me
to do what I do.
Favorite part of your job?
Meeting new and interesting
people every day and helping
ensure our deployers are
healthy and taken care of.
What goals have you set?
Photo by Jeff Adcox
Achieve Community College
Staff Sergeant Sonja Berry, 21st
of the Air Force degree,
Aeromedical Dental Squadron, NCO in
travel to Europe and enjoy
charge of deployment medicine prepares
retirement.
for a briefing on smallpox vaccination.
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Office stress can cause serious health issues
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Stress in the workplace is a common and costly
problem in America and can cause mental and physical problems if they aren’t dealt with, according to
the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health website, www.cdc.gov/niosh.
“Job stress is defined as the harmful physical
and emotional responses that occur when the requirements of the job do not match the capabilities,
resources or needs of the worker,” according to
NIOSH. “Job stress can lead to poor health and
even injury.”
Job stress results from either the idividual or the
work environment. However, the main cause of stress
depends on the individual. This is important because
it suggests different ways to combat stress at work.
The military has unique stressors compared to
the civilian world, said Captain Todd Neu, psychologist and chief of life skills support center here.
Deployments, high operations tempo, dangerous jobs
and combat are some of the things that differentiate
the military from the civilian world.
“Many military people are literally working life
and death issues,” said Captain Neu. “They are working with jets, they are working with bombs and some
very dangerous chemicals.”
According to NIOSH, stress can cause cardiovascular disease, musculoskeletal disorders and psychological disorders if nothing is done to alleviate
stress. Putting more pressure on workers, contrary to
popular belief, does not increase their productivity.
People deal with stress in different ways.
“I get plenty of sleep. When I’m tired I go to
sleep regardless of the time,” said Cindy Litteral,
deputy fire chief for Peterson AFB.
Technical Sgt. Linda Armstrong, 302nd

“

Wingman Day is a program
used by many commands that
helps people know others are looking out for them. It lets people
know there are avenues they can
use to help with stress relief.

”

– Capt. Todd Neu, psychologist and chief of
Life Skills Support Center

Maintenance Squadron electrical and environmental
craftsman, said she runs about 2.5 miles almost every
night. Master Sgt. Steve Lampo, 302 Maintenance
Squadron avionics guidance and control craftsman,
said he tries to relax, work on his hobbies or exercise
for his stress relief.
There are a number of programs available on
base to help people with stress, depending on what
they are looking for, said Captain Neu. The chaplains
are available if a person is seeking help with a faithbased concern.
“People can come to the life skills center to get
individual therapy,” Captain Neu said. “We also have
a very comprehensive stress management class open
to everyone that covers the most important stress
management techniques.
“Some other ways we can help are by coming
out to individual units and doing a survey to find out
what particular stressors are affecting them. Then we
can help them find a way to deal with the stressors.”
Wingman Day is a program used by many commands that helps people know others are looking out
for them, said Captain Neu. It lets people know there
are avenues they can use to help with stress relief.
For information from the life skills center, call
556-8943.

Photo by Master Sgt. Michael A. Ward

Bomb protection suits and robots are tools of the
trade for explosive ordnance disposal technicians
when dealing with unexploded devices. Dangerous jobs and combat are some stresses that differentiate the military from the civilian world.

8

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, October 13, 2005

Personnel
Corner
Professional Development
Center offers tips, courses
The Professional Development
Center is located in Building 350, Room
2127.
PDC schedule
First Term Airmen Center –
Monday to Oct. 28, Nov. 7 to 18 and
Dec. 5 to 16.
Right Decision Workshops – 12:30
to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 8 and Dec. 6
NCO Professional Enhancement
Course – Jan. 23 to 27
Senior NCO Promotion Process –
1 to 3 p.m. Nov. 22
Mentoring – 1 to 4 p.m. today and

Spacecraft, from Page 4
A majority of the research satellites
fly in LEO, between 400 and 2,000 kilometers, to reduce problems caused by
radiation. A primary goal of DSX, however, is to conduct the characterization
and basic research on the MEO environment needed to establish predictive models for future spacecraft designers.
Nevertheless, an equally important
goal is to investigate potential methods
for decreasing the space radiation
around spacecraft so as to protect them
from solar storms and other radiation
sources. The three experiments planned

NEWS
Jan. 5
Watch for future seminars on the
new Enlisted Force Structure, Study
Skills, Silver Bullets, Enlisted to Officer,
Being a Better Supervisor, Your Virtual
Career and Space Familiarization.
People can contact Team Pete CAA
below to reserve a seat.
For career advice, contact:
 Supervisor, first sergeant, commander
and Virtual MPF
 MPF Team in Building 350
 Team Pete Career Assistance Advisor,
Master Sgt. Kristin Clark, 556-9226,
Building 350, Room 2135, kristin.clark
@peterson.af.mil
 In-Service Recruiters – Master Sgt.
James Fritzen, Air Force Reserve, 5560151, Building 350, Room 2134,
james.fritzen@peterson.af.mil or Master
Sgt. Cindy Cramer, Air National Guard,
556-4623, Building 350, cindy.cramer
@peterson.af.mil

 Air Force Personnel Center, (800)
616-3775, DSN 665-5000, online at
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil or e-mail at
contact.center@randolph.af.mil
 Civil Service Web sites – www.
usajobs.opm.gov and www.godefense
.com.

The Air Force has not established a
mandatory “wear date” for the new
physical training uniform. Air Force
Space Command units should not mandate the wear or purchase of this uniform
by their members. Recommended
improvements and modifications to the
PT uniform may be considered and may
result in modification of some aspects of
the uniform. When a mandatory “wear
date” is established units will be notified. In the interim, members should not
be forced to purchase the existing PT

The military personnel flight customer service office has extended their
hours from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Team Pete members
will be able to get common access
cards, retiree and dependent ID
cards, update and enroll dependents
in Defense Enrollment Eligibility
Reporting System, make Service-members Group Life Insurance and Family
Servicemembers Group Life Insurance
updates, pick up forms needed for the
Adoption Expense Reimbursement
Program, Dependency Determination
and Joint Spouse Assignment Intent.
The new hours were put into effect Oct.
1. For information contact the NCO In
Charge of customer service, Staff Sgt.
Yvonne Williams, at 556-4680.

for DSX’s year-long mission are to
improve DOD’s capability in this attractive orbital regime.
The Wave Particle Interaction
Experiment will transmit and receive
very low frequency waves in the 10-to
50-kilohertz range and quantify their
effect on the trapped electron populations
in the magnetosphere. The DSX Space
Weather Experiment will characterize the
high and low energy electron and proton
fluence, radiation dose rates, local magnetic fields and pitch angle distribution
or radiation particles in the slot region
orbit. The space environment effects
experiment consists of NASA’s Space

Environment Testbed, as well as several
AFRL-developed photometers and
radiometers. The SET will employ sensors to characterize a broad spectrum of
energetic particles and its effects on electronics, such as radiation displacement
damage and single event effects.
DSX will benefit the joint
warfighter by enhancing the understanding of the MEO environment, with particular emphasis on the slot region attractive for future space surveillance and
high-speed communication. In addition,
DSX will perform the basic research
needed to assess man’s ability to actively
regulate agitations to the space weather

environment that currently cause accelerated degradation of critical space assets.
“We have designed DSX to be a
cutting edge base of research for the
warfighter’s needs for communication,
surveillance and navigation,” Dr.
Spanjers said.
The Space Vehicles Directorate will
provide a bulk of the funding for the $37
million spacecraft, but other financial
contributors include DARPA, NASA and
the Propulsion Directorate, which is
located at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.
The plan is for DSX to set the standard for the future of research and development technology employed in space.

New PT uniform not mandatory, yet

uniform, even if they have received the
increased clothing allowance.

MPF offers extended hours
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Enlisted Club staff makes ‘dream wedding’ reality
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Marketing

Little girls dream of having a storybook wedding, complete with a gorgeous gown, beautiful wedding cake and handsome groom. Well, little girls
grow up and that dream hopefully becomes a reality.
Vanessa Peña, her fiancé, David Bartlett and her family planned the wedding down to the last details well
before the date. The last thing any of them wanted to
think about on Vanessa and David’s big day was some
forgotten but important detail.
According to Mr. Lou Peña, father of the bride,
“… Our daughter’s wedding was one of the most
important days of her life. Planning her dream day
is supposed to be a fun, exciting and stress-free
experience. David and Vanessa were able to focus
on each other and the overall ‘big picture’ of their

wedding instead of getting bogged down with the
dizzying details because the Peterson Enlisted Club
catering staff took care of every detail, every
request, right down to the letter.”
The Peterson Enlisted Club reception included
hors d’oeuvres, a punch fountain and a buffet dinner
for 110 guests. The club’s sea-foam green napkins
matched perfectly with the bride’s color theme of
sage green and orange, and the catering staff professionally decorated the gift and cake tables.
“Trust me,” Mr. Peña said, “you really don’t
want to be embarrassed in front of all those people
during your big event.
“We didn’t have to worry about that though. The
Enlisted Club catering staff did everything possible to
make the best impression and ensure everything came
together smoothly and was perfectly organized.”
Mr. Peña said everyone, even out-of-town fami-

Southern Colorado

ly and friends, were impressed with the Enlisted Club
and the attentiveness and responsiveness from the
catering staff. “Comments from all of our guests were
positive, especially how great the food and décor
were and how everything went right on schedule.”
If he were to have another catered event in the
future, Mr. Peña said he will definitely have it on
base, where compared to an off-base venue, he reaps
huge savings.The wedding reception had a relaxed
atmosphere, he said, and the music, food and people
combined to make Vanessa and David Bartlett’s wedding reception one of those story-book events.
“Our daughter’s wedding day was perfect and
very memorable, thanks to the staff at the E-Club.”
For the next catered event – from a wedding
reception to a holiday party – call the Enlisted Club
at 556-4194. Inquire about club membership and
additional savings for club members.

The Time has Come Again!
Make a Difference Day is the largest community service effort in the nation bringing millions of Americans
across the country together to improve their communities and help neighbors in need. You can play a part in
this national day of caring by helping non-profits in the Pikes Peak Region. Every year the Peterson Complex
and members from Shriever Air Force Base and Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station participate with one or
two community organizations.
This year’s Southern Colorado Make a Difference Day will take place Saturday, October 22, from 7:30 a.m.
(community breakfast from 7:30 a.m. 8:30 a..m, downtown at the City Auditorium) to 3:00 p.m.
Peterson, Schriever, and Cheyenne Mountain military members, civilians and families can volunteer by helping out the El Paso County Parks & Leisure Services. The location is Homestead Ranch Regional Park, Peyton
Colo. 80831. They will be planting shrubs, perennials and small trees to give this new park a welcoming landscape
and appearance. The work will start with some prep work such as hand digging, raking, making water wells, etc.
This project can be enjoyed by just about any age from youth to adults. Fifty volunteers are needed to come out
and get some fresh air, enjoy the outdoors and help make their community a beautiful place.

Make A Difference Day

If you are interested in volunteering at this event contact Nona Daugherty at 556-7832 or
nona.daugherty@peterson.af.mil.

www.peterson.af.mil
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Edwards, DARPA explore new C-17 capability
By Christopher Ball
95th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

Soaring 6,000 feet above the sun-baked
California desert, a pair of Edwards aircraft — a C-17
Globemaster III shadowed by a C-12 Huron observer
aircraft — carried out an unusual mission with an even
more unusual cargo recently.
The rear of the aircraft yawned open, and at the
prompt of “five, four, three, two, one, green light,” the
loadmasters released the restraints and a 65-foot rocket slid out the back of the aircraft beginning its descent
to the desert floor.
The rocket drop was a test mission — the first of
a series dubbed the Falcon Small Launch Vehicle program. The program is a joint venture between the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency and the
Air Force. It is designed to develop a new method of
putting a 1,000-pound payload into low-Earth orbit.
This first test was the successful drop of an inert
version of a QuickReach Booster rocket filled with
water to increase its weight to 50,000 pounds — about
two-thirds the weight of an actual booster.
To compensate for the difference in weight and
the center of gravity, the aircraft was put on autopilot
at the moment of the release, said Maj. Landon
Henderson, a 418th Flight Test Squadron test pilot.
“Fifty-thousand pounds going out the back is a
pretty big change,” he said.
Major Henderson said this flight was doubly
exciting for him. Not only was the mission “fun,” but

it was also his final flight here.
The test vehicle is also the longest article ever
dropped from a C-17.
Another unique aspect of this mission was the
method of getting the test vehicle out of the C-17. In
most airdrops, the cargo is strapped to pallets, and the
whole package is ejected from the aircraft.
“For this test, a system of rollers was developed to
guide the inert rocket out of the aircraft,” said Chris
Webber, a 418th FLTS test project engineer. “This was
quite an exciting event. It ended up going out very clean
... but there’s always that anticipation of the unknown.”
The Falcon SLV program is ultimately aimed
toward affordable space lift. The current price of
launching a rocket payload can be $20 million or
more. Completion of the Falcon project should reduce
that price tag to less than $5 million.
Dr. Steve Walker, DARPA’s program manager for
the Falcon SLV, said the developing capability will
give U.S. forces a huge advantage because of its
affordability and flexibility.
“Because the rocket is launched at altitude, it
takes advantage of higher performing and extremely
simple nozzles, which can be optimized for the higher
altitude condition,” Dr. Walker said. “Also, propane
fuel can be self pressurized at that altitude, so no turbopumps or pressure feed systems are required to
force propellant into the combustion chamber.”
Another advantage to launching a satellite by air
is the launch location and time is limitless. Currently,
rocket launches are dictated by the location of launch

Photo by Brad White

Crews load a 65-foot mock-up booster rocket onto
a C-17 Globemaster III. The rocket will be used to
test aerial launch capabilities for rockets.

facilities and many other factors including weather. By
putting the system on a C-17, there is no limit to geographic location, and the aircraft can fly away from or
above the weather.
“The Airlaunch rocket can be flown anywhere in
the world in any unmodified C-17,” Dr. Walker said.
“This capability can be used by other services, especially the Army, to put tactical intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance satellites into low-Earth orbit.”
This first test, dropping a mock-up rocket from
6,000 feet, was designed to test the safety of the
release system, program officials said. Future drops
will be at increasingly higher altitudes, ultimately testing the drop of a live rocket, which will launch at altitude after leaving the aircraft.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Hispanics in history
Answers on Page 21

30. Ewe sounds
31. Actor Chaney
33. Pilots with 5+ kills
35. Compass dir.
36. Cut up
39. Head cover
40. Dutch colonist in South Africa
42. Pod item
43. Backbone
44. Thoughts
47. Greek letters
49. Olympic medalist Katarina
51. USAF Intel org.
52. ____ Noriega; Peru-born astronaut
54. Toils away
57. ___ Moreno; 1st actress to
win an Oscar, Tony, Emmy,
&Grammy
58. ___ Hinojosa; Hispanic awardwinning journalist
60. Erase
62. Over
63. Jabs
64. Nil
65. Precious stone
66. Observe
67. Capture

DOWN

ACROSS

1. Edge
4. Agassi org.
7. Scout’s org.
10. Middle East denizen
12. Foreign
14. Ship part
15. Capsule

16. Babysitter
17. Russian river
18. Stagnation
20. Mention
22. GOP opponent
23. Fibber
24. Laughing dogs
27. ____ Pavlovich Chekhov

1. Hit
2. Eye part
3. Beer type
4. Sigh or regret
5. Sn on periodic table
6. Subject to punishment
7. Dueling VP
8. Futon
9. Everything
11. Rueben ___; Hispanic
American singer, actor
12. Beasts

13. ___ Velazquez; first Puerto
Rican woman elected to Congress
14. Dolores ____; Hispanic
American labor leader
19. Rep. Congressional counterpart
21. Vehicle type
24. _____ Hilton; POW camp in
Vietnam
25. Pitched, as in a ship
26. Center of the solar system
28. Severo _____; Hispanic Nobel
Prize-winning biochemist
29. Comes close
30. Weekend getaway spot, in
short
32. Quick sleep
34. Sault __ Marie
37. Ocean part
38. Saudi Arabian currencies
41. Recover
43. Cesar ___; Hispanic labor
leader (Nat’l Farm Workers Assoc)
45. Feel sick
46. Trample
48. Actress Zadora
50. Former Russian rulers
52. Credit
53. Molecule
54. Profile
55. Paradise
56. Father
57. Something to clean a mess
59. Caviar
61. Small child
(Courtesy of Alaskan
Command Public Affairs)
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AROUND PETE

Team Pete on the Street
“What are your feelings on servicemembers being allowed Permissive Temporary Duty
to play service-level sports?”
“If they are that good
of an athlete, then
it’s a good thing.
They are promoting
Air Force comraderie
a n d i n t e r- s e r v i c e
competition.”

“It’s a great idea
because it helps promote the Air Force
and that is a good
thing to do. In the
past I had a troop
who participated in
sports at a higher
level and it was positive because I could
tell it meant a lot to
him.”

- Master Sgt.
James Freier, 721st
Communications
Squadron systems
integration

“I think it’s a good thing. We are all supposed to be
in good shape for deployments and I would rather
see people on Permissive TDY for sports than see
an overweight Air Force. But we have to make sure
to balance the mission and sports.”

- Maj. Lynn Jui, 39th
Aerial Port Squadron Air
Terminal Operations
Center chief

- Master Sgt. David Wick, 21st Maintenance Operations
Flight, standardization and evaluation NCO In Charge

“If I had the opportunity, I would. I think
it’s great.”
- Senior Airman
Chris Ley,
21st Security Forces
Squadron patrolman

“It is great for the
individuals playing,
but sometimes the
unit they leave suffers.”
- U.S. Army Maj.
Michael Perry, Battalion
executive officer

www.peterson.af.mil

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, October 13, 2005

SPORTS

Flag Football Standings

Team Colorado represents AFSPC,
competes in Air Force Marathon
By Airman 1st Class Mandy
Weightman
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Twenty members of Team Colorado
traveled to Wright Patterson Air Force
Base, Ohio, for the 9th annual Air Force
Marathon Sept. 17. Team Colorado was
part of the largest group to ever represent
Air Force Space Command, with all
twenty runners successfully completing
their particular distance.
The Air Force Marathon held its
inaugural race in 1997 on the 50th
Anniversary of the U.S. Air Force and is
held annually on that anniversary at
Wright-Patterson AFB. With over 1,200
runners in the marathon, nearly 1,000
runners in the half-marathon and 220
marathon relay teams, this year’s event
was the largest yet. The race began and
ended at the Air Force Museum and was

supported by over 2,000 volunteers.
The Team Colorado members said
training is important leading up to any
sporting event, especially a marathon.
“I started training in May, running
five to six times per week to get ready
for the marathon,” said 2nd Lt. David
Kinton, Space and Missile Systems
Center project engineer, space models.
“I also ran a few 5K races around town
and the training definitely paid off.”
The team said they are looking forward to running the race in the future.
“I definitely plan on running the
marathon again next year,” said Capt.
Wade Kornahrens, SMC financial management chief. “We have a great team
and that makes all the difference.”
Of the 20 team members, 11 completed the half-marathon and nine Team
Colorado runners completed the full
26.2-mile marathon course.

Games Played Thru Oct. 6

American Conference
Teams
1. TEAM COLORADO
1. 721 SFS
3. SMDC
3. 21 MDG
5. 21 SW-OPS
5. U.S.NORTHCOM
7. 311th AIRLIFT
8. 21 SCS- TEAM B
8. 721 MSG

W

L

3
3
2
2
1
1
1
0
0

0
0
1
1
1
1
2
3
3

National Conference
Teams
1.
1.
3.
4.
4.
4.
7.
7.
9.

21 SFS
21 CONS
21 SCS- TEAM A
76th SPCS
21 CES
21 LRS
21 MSS
DET 4 AFOTEC
302nd MXG

W

L

3
3
2
2
1
1
0
0
0

0
0
1
2
1
1
2
2
3

1st Team Pete Combat Dinner
Tickets Available
Hosted by the 21st Space Wing
5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Oct. 21
Hangar 210, Peterson AFB
Cost will be $10 for E-1 to E-5; $15 for all officers, civilians and
enlisted E-6 to E-9.
For information, contact Master Sergeant Paul Grau at 556-8147
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Team Pete makes needed
changes, beefs up security

Senior Airman Chris Gardiner (left), 21st Civil Engineer Squadron equipment operator, guides Airman First
Class Brandon Bailey (right), 21st CES equipment operator, to compact asphalt with a steel wheel roller.
The 21st CES fills potholes around base to limit damage to government property.

The new construction at building 350 lead by Kjersti Norton, Project Manager, will extend the Mission Support Group building, Oct. 6. "This will add on more than 60,000 square feet,"
Ms. Norton said. This is one of many ongoing construction projects changing the face of Peterson.

Brian Branson, journeyman/electrician, and Gary Robinson, foreman, install the new barriers at North
Gate. The barriers will provide added security to the base. The 21st Security Forces Squadron will be able
to activate the barriers to prevent unauthorized gate runners from gaining access to the base.

Patrick Herron, electrician (left), and Jason Norris, electrician (right), install the ground lights for the
memorial plaque for the Medal of Honor memorial.

Pete Pescador, welder, works on the support structure for the Building 350
addition. Construction is scheduled to be completed in fall 2006.

Photos by 2nd. Lieutenant Ben Meier

Four construction workers smooth cement for the Medal of Honor memorial. Joe Romero, Foreman (right),
has been one of the lead construction workers for the site. "This will be a place where Medal of Honor winners can be given a ceremony to memorialize them," Mr. Romero said.

Cripple Creek:
Inset: The engineer shovels coal
into the fire box of the Cripple
Creek Narrow Gauge Railroad.
The train begins its 45-minute
run during a light rain.

The world’s greatest gold field
Story and photos by Nel Lampe

Mountaineer staff

C

ripple Creek, a small town
about 45 minutes west of
Colorado Springs, was once
the largest gold field in the
world. Millions of dollars worth of
gold was taken from mines in the
Cripple Creek District. Business
boomed in Cripple Creek as well as
Colorado Springs and surrounding
communities, thanks to the gold.
Cripple Creek grew from a population of a few dozen ranchers and a
similar number of cows to one of the
largest towns in Colorado. From the
time gold was found in 1891, until the

turn of the century, the town’s population swelled to 30,000.
Cripple Creek was a booming town.
Almost anything a person wanted could
be found in Cripple Creek. The shopping was so good that Denver citizens
took trains to Cripple Creek to shop.
Cripple Creek had an elegant opera
house; Shakespeare was performed in
theaters. Miners rode the trolley to
work; 300 trains a day came or left
Cripple Creek from its two train stations. Four newspapers were published;
hotels and saloons were plentiful.
In 1873, surveyors said Cripple
Creek was actually an old volcano
crater and suspected gold might be
found there. No one took the possibili-

Cripple Creek lies just around the bend of Highway 67. Picturesque snowcapped
Rocky Mountains seem to be layered into the background.

ty seriously until a cowboy named Bob
Womack discovered gold-bearing sylvanite in Poverty Gulch.
Mister Womack sometimes worked
as a cowboy, but his main occupation
was looking for gold. He told people
he had found gold near Cripple Creek,
but wasn’t taken seriously.
He even displayed a chunk of gray
rock in a Colorado business and told
people it was gold. Most people
thought it was a gray rock.
One person did believe Mr.
Womack, Winfield Scott Stratton, a
local carpenter and part-time prospector. He staked a claim July 4, 1891,
in the Cripple Creek District, naming
it “The Independence Mine.” Stratton
later struck gold big-time in the
Independence, mining $1 million in
gold each year. He eventually sold the
mine for $10 million, moved back to
Colorado Springs, bought and updated
the trolley system and spent much of
his fortune doing good deeds for the
city and its citizens.
In the meantime, prospectors
arrived in Cripple Creek by the hundreds, along with camp followers
who wanted their part of the gold —
merchants, bankers, assayers, saloon
keepers and miners. The town grew.
Devastation came to prosperous
Cripple Creek in 1896. Two fires
within a few days of each other
See Cripple Creek, Page 20

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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Cripple Creek, from Page 19
destroyed most of the town. As mining towns
were constructed hastily, buildings were usually made of wood and canvas. The buildings
burned quickly.
When the town was rebuilt, structures were
built of stone or brick. Many of those historic
buildings are still in Cripple Creek.
In the early 1900s, things began to change
in Cripple Creek.
The mining industry was embroiled in a
labor struggle which became violent.
Mining expenses were up; profits dwindled.
Cripple Creek gold was imbedded in hard rock
and was expensive to remove. Although only
about one-third of the gold had been mined, it
was beginning to be too expensive to extract.
Prospectors and miners moved on to other
gold finds. Fewer customers frequented stores,
shops and saloons.
Finally, only a few tourist stops, antique
stores, cafes and residents remained. Many of
the stores closed in winter. A few tourists took
summer excursions or hikes in the area or came The rooms in the Homestead House were decoA statue pays tribute to the burros that played a large
to see the aspens in the fall.
rated in Victorian fashion.
role in working the gold mines at Cripple Creek.
But another form of “gold” changed things
video about Cripple Creek and learn about spe- about $5, which is not a bad option. Follow the
in Cripple Creek a few years ago. Almost a
cial events and hiking trails in the district.
instructions on the ticket, get it stamped inside
hundred years after the gold strike — limited
A free parking lot is located by the visitor
the casino and get the parking fee refunded
stakes gambling came to Cripple Creek.
center. The two-hour limit gives visitors enough later. There may even be discount coupons
Old buildings were refurbished into casinos.
time to visit the museum and take a train ride.
attached to the parking ticket.
New casinos and motels were built.
Parking is a problem in Cripple Creek.
This is a good time of year to visit Cripple
Cripple Creek again attracted people who
There’s no parking along the main street and
Creek as area aspen trees are usually in full
were looking for their pot of gold, this time at
very little free parking anywhere in town. The
fall color during October.
the blackjack or poker tables and slot machines.
casinos have parking lots — usually at a cost of
To reach Cripple Creek, take Interstate 25
Cripple Creek is a place for people to have
north or Highway 115 to Cimarron Street,
some casino fun or get a bargain meal. Children
Highway 24 west. Go west, through Woodland
aren’t allowed in the casinos except to walk
J ust the Facts
Park to Divide. At Divide, take Highway 67
through, although some casinos have arcades
• Travel time: 45 minutes
south for 18 miles to Cripple Creek.
• For ages: adults in casinos or
geared toward children.
The Ramblin’ Express bus runs regular buses
families for attractions
But, if visitors skip the casinos, Cripple
and charters to Cripple Creek from Colorado
• Type: historic mining town
Creek can still be a worthwhile family trip.
Springs; call 590-8687 for information.
• Fun factor:
There are attractions for the family, such as the
(Out of 5 stars)
Molly Kathleen Mine tour and the Cripple
• Wallet damage: varies
Creek Narrow Gauge Railroad. A district muse$ = Less than $20
um is housed in the former Midland Railroad
$$ = $21 to $40
Terminal and the Homestead House is a brothel
$$$ = $41 to $60
museum. There’s a city park and a skate park.
$$$$ = $61 to $80
There are no fast-food chains, but there are sev(Based on a family of four)
eral small cafes as well as food establishments
in the casinos.
Many special
events are held in
Cripple Creek yearround, such as
melodramas,
“Donkey Derby
Days,” a barbecue
blaze-off, chili
cooking contests, a
film festival and
other such events.
Call the visitor center for information,
at (877) 858-GOLD.
The visitor center at the town’s
entrance is housed
in a train car.
Visitors can pick up
brochures and
Left: The former Midland Railroad Depot serves as the Cripple Creek District Museum. Note the gold mine structure in the right sideof the picture. Right: Victorian-era artifacts are displayed in a window of the museum.
maps, watch a
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HAPPENINGS

The Fort Carson Army Career and Alumni
Program will host a job fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nov. 4 at the Elkhorn Community Club. The job fair is
free to all job seekers. Transitioning military members,
family members, DOD civilians and contractors are all
encouraged to attend. Air Force and family members
are also encouraged to attend this event.

Ski passes for military

Academy football

Fine Arts Center
The Repertory Theater at the fine arts center has
announced its new season of musicals. “Anything
Goes,” is at 8 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays and at 2 p.m.
Sundays, through Oct. 23; “She Loves Me,” is Nov. 18
to Dec. 11; “La Cage Aux Folles,” is Feb. 10 to March
5, and “The Pirates of Penzance,” is May 12 through
June 4. For information, call 634-5583.

Pumpkin patch harvest
Turkey Creek Ranch is gearing up for harvest
and holiday activities. Hay-wagon rides to the pumpkin patch takes place Saturday, Oct. 22 and 29. Cost is
$8 per rider, or a family of four for $25. The trip to the
pumpkin patch includes a free pumpkin. Turkey Creek
Ranch is located five miles south of Fort Carson off of
Highway 115. For reservations and information, call
526-3905.
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June 13 to 18, 2006. For information, call 520-7462.
The theater is at 190 S. Cascade, in Colorado Springs.

Job Fair at Fort Carson

The Air Force Academy’s next home game in
Division I competition is Saturday, when the Falcons
host the University of Nevada, Las Vegas; followed by
Texas Christian University Oct. 22; and West Point
Nov. 5. For tickets, call 472-1895.
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Upcoming events
Pikes Peak Center has a Symphonic Night at the
Movies concert, at 8 p.m. Saturday and “Eroica” at 8
p.m. Oct. 22 and at 2:30 p.m. Oct. 23. For tickets, call
520-SHOW or visit www.ticketswest.com.
The Pikes Peak Center also has B. B. King, at 8
p.m. Tuesday, the Pink Floyd Laser Light Show at 8
p.m. Oct. 21 and Clifford the Big Red Dog is at 7
p.m. Nov. 11 and at 11 a.m., 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. Nov.
12. For information, call 520-SHOW. Tickets are
available at www.ticketswest.com.

Arnold Hall Theater
The Air Force Academy Concerts’ series has the
musical, “Mame,” Oct. 28 in Arnold Hall Theate;
“Babes in Toyland,” Dec. 10; Broadway’s Spirit of
Christmas,” Dec. 18; “Star Spangled Celebration,”
March 5; and “Mannheim Steamroller,” April 27. For
information, call 333-4497.

Broadway season
The Pikes Peak Center Broadway season’s next
show is “Oklahoma,” March 29 and 30, 2006; “The
Producers,” is May 5, 6 and 7, 2006 and, “Stomp,” is

Keystone Resort is offering a discounted season
pass for servicemembers. The Liberty Pass costs $129,
and is good throughout the 2005-6 season.
Active-duty and reserve military personnel
should present military identification cards at the
Keystone Resort season pass office. Immediate family
members are also eligible, and children 12 and under
are eligible for a $79 Liberty Pass. For information,
call (800) 322-9498.

Answers from Page 12
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AROUND PETE
Saturday, October 15

Air Force Academy versus
the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas
10 a.m. at Falcon Stadium

Monday, October 17

Friday, October 21

21st Space

Team Pete Combat Dinner

Wing

5:30 p.m. Hangar 210
For tickets, call 556-1625

Wingman Day

To submit information

for the base calendar, e-mail

space.observer@peterson.af.mil

October is National
Breast Cancer
Awareness month

Saturday, October 22

Thursday, October 27

Saturday, November 5

Air Force Academy versus
Texas Christian University

21st Space Wing
Warfit

Veterans Day
Parade

1 p.m.
at Falcon Stadium

7:30 a.m. at the
fitness center

9:30 p.m. Downtown Colorado
Springs

